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If there be a pleaſure in celebrating the diſtinguiſhed LE... 


merit of a contemporary, mixed with a certain degree _ Eo 


of vanity not altogether inexcuſable, in appearing — 
fully ſenſible of it, where can I find one in compli- 


, o / 


menting whom I can with more general approbation . 1 

gratify thoſe feelings? Vour excellence, not only in 

the Art over which you have long preſided witn 15 
30 — Aunrivalled : — 
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unrivalled fame, but alſo i in > Ply and elegant 
Literature, i is well known to the preſent, and will 
continue to be the admiration of future ages. Your 
equal and placid temper, your variety of conver- 
ſation, your true politeneſs, by which you are fo 
amiable in private ſociety, and that enlarged hoſpitality 
which has long made your houſe a common centre of 
union for the great, the accompliſhed, the learned, 
and the ingenious ; all theſe qualities I can, in perfect 


* 


confidence of not being accuſed of flattery, aſcribe 


* 


2 * % * 
IR 3 


1 
„ To *.. 
by fig 


to you, 


If a man may indulge an honeſt pride, in having it 
known to the world, that he has been thought worthy 


4 


of particular: attention by a perſon of the firſt eminence 
in the age in which he lived, whoſe company has been 
univerſally courted, I am juſtified in availing myſelf 
of the uſual privilege of a Dedication, when I mention 


that there has been a long and uninterrupted friendſhip 


Nr TAY 


If gratitude ſhould be acknowledged for favours 
received, I have this opportunity, my dear Sir, moſt 


ſincerely to thank you for the many happy hours which 
I owe 


* err 
be | Md £ : 


— 


I owe to your | kindneſs— for the cordiality with which Wo | 
you have at all times been pleaſed to welcome me IT 
for the number of valuable acquaintances to whom © 
you have introduced me for the nodtes cœnæque Deum, | 


which I have enjoyed under your roof. . 


If a work ſhould be inſcribed to one who is maſter 55 
of the ſubject of it, and whoſe approbation, therefore, 
muſt enſure it credit and ſucceſs, the Life of Dr. 
Johnſon is, with the greateit propriety, dedicated to: 5 
Sir Joſhua Reynolds, who was the intimate and beloved 5 
friend of that great man; the friend, whom he declared | 
to be © the moſt invulnerable man he knew; with. 
whom, if he ſhould quarrel, he ſhould find the moſt ; 
difficulty how. to abuſe.” You, my dear Sir, ſtudied him, 
and knew him well: you venerated and admired him. 
Yet, luminous as he was upon the whole, you per- | 
ceived all the ſhades which mingled in the grand 5 
compoſition, all the little peculiarities and ſlight ble- 
miſhes which marked the literary Coloſſus. Your 0 
very warm commendation of the ſpecimen which - 
gave in my“ Journal of. a T our to the Hebrides,” of 
my being able to preſerve his converſation in an N 


authentick and lively manner, which opinion the 
JJ _ Publick . 
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Publick has confirmed, was the beſt encouragement 


for me to perſevere in my purpoſe of producing the 
whole of W e RR, 
In one reſpect this work will in ſome: paſſages be 
different from the former. In my e Tour” I was 
almoſt unboundedly open in my communications ; and 
from my eagerneſs to diſplay the wonderful fertility and 
readineſs of Johnſon's wit, freely ſhewed to the world 
its dexterity, even when I was myſelf the object of 
I truſted that I ſhould be liberally underſtood, as 
1 very well what I was about, and by no means 
as ſimply unconſcious of the pointed effects of the 
ſatire. I own, indeed, that I was arrogant enough to 
_ ſuppoſe that the tenor of the reſt of the book would 
ſufficiently guard me againſt ſuch a ſtrange imputation. 
But it ſeems I judged too well of the world; for, 
though I could ſcarcely believe it, I have been 
undoubtedly informed, that many ethos eſpecially 
in diſtant quarters, not penetrating enough into 
Johnſon's character ſo as to underſtand his mode of 
treating his friends, have arraigned my. judgement, 


inſtead of ſeeing that I was ſenſible of all that they 


4 


SER „%% 5 


9 ? - 
- 8 - 


| 4 


It is. related of the great Dr. Clarke, that when in 1 1 
one of his leiſure hours he was unbending himſelf 1 
with a few friends in the moſt playful and frolickſome 
manner, he obſerved Beau Naſh approaching; upon 
which he ſuddenly ſtopped : = My boys, (ſaid he,) | 
let us be grave: here comes a fool.” The world, my Do” 
friend, I have found to be a oreat fool, as to that 0 1 
particular, on which it has become neceſſary to ſpeak _ ER 
| very plainly... I have, therefore, in this work been — 
more reſerved; and though I tell nothing but the „„ | 
truth, I have ſtill kept in my mind that the whole truth 
is not always to be expoſed. This, however, I have | 
managed ſo as to occaſion no diminution of the pleaſure N 7 
which my book ſhould afford; though malignity may 6 


ſometimes be diſappointed of its gratifications. 9 . 


| My dear Sir, | : , 
Your much obliged friend, „ 
1 . faithful humble ſervant, 


ep 


1 ondon 7 ; Yr : 
Aprii 20, 1791. ES BOS 
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FT At laft deliver to the world a Work which T have long promiſed, and 
F which, I am afraid, too high expectations have been raiſed. 


The delay of its publication muſt be imputed, in a confiderable degree, 
n by alſtingui ed perſons 
in all n to ſupply me with additional information concerning its 
Uluftrious Subject ; reſembling in this the grateful tribes of ancient nations, 
of which every. individual was eager to throw a ſtone upon the grave of 
a departed Hero, and thus to ſhare m the prous office of erecting an 
honourable monument to his meawy. | = | 


on 7 5 
* 


to the extraordinary zeal which has been 


{ 


The labour and anxious attention with which I have collected and 
arranged the materials of which theſe volumes are compoſed, will hardly 
be concerved by thoſe who read them with careleſs facility. The ftretch 
of mind and prompt affiduity by which ſo many converſations were 
tr er ved, I myſelf, at ſome diftance of time, contemplate with wonder ; ; 
and I muſt be allowed to ſuggeſt, that the nature of the work in other 
reſpects, as it conf, ifts of innumerable detached particulars, all which, 
even the moſt minute, I have ſpared no pains to aſcertain with a 


men Es T ſcrupulous 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


frrupubus autbentirity has es. a degree of trouble fr bond 


that of any other ſpecies of compoſition. Were I to detail the books 


| he I have confulted, and the in quiries which I have found it 
| neceſſary to make by. various channels, I Raoul probably. be thought 


ridiculouſly oftentatious. Let me only obſerve, as a ſpecimen of my 
trouble, that I have Sometynes | had to run hal 7 over London, in order 


to fix a date ü. ; which, when I had accompliſhed, I well neu- 


would obtain me no praiſe, though a failure would have been to my 
diſcredit. And after all perhaps, hard as it may be, I ſhall not be 


fur prixed if omiſſions or miſtakes be pointed out with invidious Frerige. 
I have alſo been extremely careful as ta the exatineſs of my quotations ; 
holding that there is 4 reſpect due fo the Public which ſhould oblige 

every Authour to attend 7 this, k and never 70 prefume to introduce them | 
With—** I think I have read; 


when the originals 15 be examined.” 


— If 1 remember right; — 


— 


I beg leave to expreſs iy warmeſ# thanks to thoſe who have been pleaſed 
2 favour me with communications and advice 1 in the conduct of mM Y Work. 


But T cannot 2 ufficiently acknowledge my obligations to my friend Mr. Malene, 
1050 was fo good as lo allow me to read to him almoſt the whole of my nanu 

2 tripe, and made ſuch remarks as were greatly for the advantage of the 
Work ; though it is but fair to him to mention , that upon many occaſions 


I differed from him, and followed my own judgement. I regret exceed- 


ingly that I was deprived of the benefit of his reviſion, hen but about 
one half of the book bad paſſed through the preſs; but after having | 


com pleted his very laborious and admirable edition of & aa. a for 
WHICE 
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FRED 


"M Jobnſon from his early years, and WAS his friend through life. What 
aan I had to Hope for the countenance of that venerable Gentleman to 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
which be nee would accept of no other reward but that fame TY 


1 ] be has f defervedly obtained, be ful, Jilled his promi ſe of a Jong-wiſhed- -for 
v. jt to his relations in I. reland ; from whence his /a fe return finibus 
Atticis is efired by his friends here, with all the claſſical ardour F Sic 


ee Diva potens Cypri; for there is no man in whom mare elegant and 


worthy qualities are united ; "and whoſe feciet therefore is more - valued 


1 __ who know bim. 


II i painful to 1 me to think, that while 1 a carrying on this Work, 


f , ſeveral of thoſe 70 whom it would have hom moſt intereſting have died. 


Such melanchaly 4. appointments we know to be incident to humanity ; ; 
but w0e do not feel them the leſs. Let me particularly lament the Reverend 


Thomas Warton, and the Reverend Dr. Adams. Mr. Warton, amidſt 
his variety of genius and learning, was an excellent Bio grapber. His 


contributions to my Collection are highly eftimable ; and as he had a true rel, iſh 


of my © Tour to the Hebrides,” I truſt I ſhould now have been gratified 
with a larger ſhare of his kind approbation __ Adams, eminent as the 


Head of a College, as 4 writer, and as a moſt amiable man, had known 


this Work, will appear from what he wrote to me upon a former occaſis on 


| from Oxford, November 17, 178 5.—“ Dear Sir, I hazard this letter, not 
I knowing where it will find you, to thank you for your very agreeable 


Tour, which I found here on my return from the country, and in 


| which you have depicted our friend ſo perfectly to my fancy, in every 


| attitude, every ſcene and ſituation, that I have thought myſelf in the 
. | company, 
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A. company, and of the party almoſt throughout. . It has given very 


general ſatisfaction ; and thoſe who have found moſt fault with a 


paſſage here and there, have agreed that they could not help going 
through, and being entertained through the whole. I with, indeed, 
ſome few groſs expreſſions had been ſoftened, and a few of our hero's 
foibles had been a little more ſhaded ; but it is uſeful to ſee the weal- 
neſſes incident to great minds; and you have gien us Dr. Johnſon's 
authority that in hiſtory all ought to be told.” 5 


Such 4 ſanctiadn to my faculty of giving a juſt repreſentation of Dr. 


Jobnſon IT could not conceal, Nor will I ſuppreſs my ſatigfacti ion in the 


conſeioufneſss that by recording ſo confiderable a portion of the Wi Mum and 
wit of © the brighteſt ornament of the eighteenth century #*,” 1 have 
| * ha for the 9 and entertainment of” mankind. 


London, Apr il 20, 1791, 


* See Mr. Malone's Preface to his edition of Shakſpeare. 
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15 192. 


* Since the note del to was written, the Caſe los received the determination of the Court of King's. Bench; 
dat it turned chiefly on the informality of the Indictment, and did not go into the general principles of „ /ibels on the 


dead.” —See Term Reports, Hilary Term, 31 Geo. III. 
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© CORRECTIONS. ano ADDITIONS, | 


Which the Reader i is requeſted to make with his Ten. before e the following Life 
VOLUM K TL 


P. 32, L C ˙ aqpemaporaries, reg QOLGompannrangs 
P. $0, I. 13, Ale out. | | 
Page 133, line 24, for a warren, read free warren, 
. 136, 1. 6, for is certainly the e of Dr. Charles Bathurſt, read TN 
4 rh oy Bathurſt, SE INE So ls Kh. No bebe 4 
P. 173, I. 16, 17, 24, 26, for Jennings, read Jennyns. 
P. 160, I. 8, for Pancock, read Panckoucke. 


P. 195, I. 4, ben the æuord name put the following rote: have had i inquiry made in Ireland 
. to this ſtory, but do not find it recollected there. I give it on the pate of Dr. 


N e to which may be added, that of « The * Dictionary, „in which it 


ſtood many years. 
Thid. I. 4, Pr a book on the authenticity of Fe Goſpel Hiſtory, wad « An Ene into the 
Gitter Moral Virtue.“ T pe T ra 


bid. l. 13 & 14, for Innys rad Innes, 
P. 303, for Nut igxrrat, read Nut yay ift. 
P. 329, |. 25, for drives read drove. 
P. 344, I. 18, for wrote, read written, 
P. 374, I. 24» for been a witneſs againſt, read connefted with. 


VOLUME II. 


P. 191, I. 8, for Johnſton read Johnſon. 


P. 346, 1. 12, for one of his I prefatory diſcourſes 1 to his . read his — 
Dedication of his Juvenal 


Tbid. I. 15, after novelty inſert 3 | 

P. 367, in Note, for Chalmers, read Chambers. 
P. 352, I. 16, after Pope inſert inverted commas, and dele zhem I. 17, after impoſition, 
Thid. after him put a comma. 

P. 331, I. 22, d in. 

P. 397, in the note, for communis illa, read communis in illa. 
P. 458, before the letter to the Reverend Dr. Taylor, inſert, 


1 88 EDMUND ALLEN. 
4 D RAR SIA, 


6 TT has pleaſed Gop this morning to deprive me of the r of ſpeech; and FE 1 


do not know but that it may be his farther good pleaſure to deprive me ſoon of my ſenſes, I requeſt 
| you will, on the receipt of this note, come to me, and act . r me, as the exigencies of my caſe 


may require, I am ſincerely yours, 
„ « SAM, Jonson.“ 


P. $362, l. 3, from the foot, ane tongue inſert a ———, and prefix inverted commas to the 
following word. 


4 P. 582, I. 10, after reſpeRable contribution, add—But the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's 


having come to a reſolution of admitting monuments there, upon a liberal and magnificent 
plan, that cathedral was afterwards fixed on as the place, 
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SAMUEL JOHNSON, LLD. 


os 
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ments, or his various works, has been equalled by few in any age, 
is an arduous, and may be reckoned in me a preſumptuous taſk. 

Had Dr. Johnſoh written his own life, in conformity with the opinion which 
he has given“ that every man's life may be beſt written by himſelf ; had he 
employed in the preſervation of his own hiſtory, that clearneſs of narration 
and elegance of language in which he has embalmed ſo many eminent per- 
ſons, the world would probably have had the moſt perfect example of 
biography that was ever exhibited. But although he at different times, in a 
deſultory manner, committed to writing many particulars of the progreſs of 
his mind and fortunes, he never had perſevering diligence enough to form 
them into a regular compoſition. | Of theſe memorials a few have been 


preſerved ; but the greater part was * by him to the flames, a few 
days before his death. | DE 


— 


As I had the honour and happineſs of e enjoying his friendſhi p for upwards 
of twenty years; as I had the ſcheme of writing his life conſtantly in view; 
| as he was well appriſed of this circumſtance, and from time to time obligingly 
latisfied my inquiries, by communicating to me the incidents of his early 
years; as J acquired a facility in recollecting, and was very aſſiduous in 


Idler, No. 84. 
„% R< recording 


O write the life of him who excelled all mankind in writing the 
lives of others, and who, whether we conſider his extraordinary endow- 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. - 


recording” his” converfation, of which the extraordinary vigour and vixacity 
conſtituted one of the. firſt features of his character; and as I have ſpared 


could difcover that they were to be found, and have been favoured with the 
moſt liberal- communications by his friends; I flatter myſelf that few 
biographers havg entered upon. 5 uch a work as this, with more advantages, 
independent of literary abilities, in which I am not vain enough to compare 
myſelf with ſome great names who have gone before me in this kind of 
writing. . : 


have been publiſhed, t the moſt voluminous of which is one compiled for the 
Bookſellers of London, by Sir John Hawkins Knights, a man, whom, during 


but once, and I am ſure not above twice. Johnſon might have eſteemed 
him for his decent, religious demeanour, and his knowledge of books and 
literary hiſtory ; but from the rigid formality of his manners, it is evident that 
they never could have lived together with companionable eaſe and familiarity ; 
nor had Sir John Hawkins that nice perception which was neceſſary to mark 
the finer and leſs obvious parts of Johnſon's character. His being appointed 
one of his executors, gave him an opportunity of taking poſſeſſion of ſuch 
fragments of a diaty and other papers as were left, of which,- before deliver- 
ing them up to the reſiduary legatee, whoſe property they were, he endea- 


voured to; extract the ſubſtance. In this he has not been very ſucceſsful, as 
I have found upon a perutal of rhole papers, which have been ſince transferred 


to me, Sir John Hawkins's ponderous labours, I muſt acknowledge, 


ment to the lovers of Herr Soſtping 6 but delecies its being ſwelled out 


© The greateſt part of this Won was written while Sir John Hawkins was alive; and I 
avow, that one objet of my ſtrictures was to make him feel ſome compunction for his illi- 
| | beral treatment of Dr. Johnſon, Since his deceaſe, I have ſuppreſſed ſeveral of-my remarks 
(VEE | upon his work, But though I would not . war with the dead” offenſively, I think it neceſſary 
1 EP * to be ſtrenuous in defence of my illuſtrious friend, which I cannot be, without ſtrong anjmadver- 
0 | | fion upon a writer who has greatly injured him, Let me add, that though I doubt I ſhould not 
i „ | have been very prompt to gratify Sir John Hawkins with any compliment i in his life-time, I do 
now frankly acknowledge, that, in my opinion, his volume, however inadequate and improper 
as a life of Dr. Johnſon, and however diſcredited by unpardonable inaccuracies in other reſpects, 
contains a collection of curious anecdotes and obſervations, which few men but its authour 
could have brought together. | 


4 — 5 | with 


no pains in obtaining materials concerning him, From every quarter where I. 


Since my work was announced, ſeveral Lives and Memoirs of Dr. Johnſon 


my long intimacy with Dr. Johnſon, I never faw in his company, I think 


exhibit a farrago, of which a conſiderable portion is not devoid of entertain 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


with long unneceſſary. extracts from various works, (even one of ſeveral | 
leaves from Oſporne's Harleian Catalogue, and thoſe not compiled by 


Johnſon, but by Oldys) a very ſmall part of it relates to the perſon who is 
the ſubject of the book; and, in that, there is ſuch an inaccuracy. in the ſtate- 


ment of facts, as in fo ſolemn an authour is hardly excuſable, and certai inl ; 
makes his narr ative very” unſatisfactory. But what is ſtill worſe, there is 


ughout the whole of it a dark -uncharitable caſt, by which the moſt 


unfavourable conſtruction is put upon almoſt every ne in the cha- 
racter and conduct of my illuſtrious friend; who, I truſt, will, by a true and 


fair delineation, be vindicated both from the injurious miſrepreſentations of 
this authour, and from the ſ er eee of a . who once: * in * 


intimacy with him. 
There is, in the Britiſh. Mu um, A: Der from Biſhop Meth to Dr. 


Birch, on the ſubject of biography; which, though I am aware it may expoſe 
me to a charge of artfully raiſing the value of my own work, by contraſting 


It with that.of which I have end is 2 > well N and, — that 
I cannot refrain from, here inſerting „„ 


6 J SHALL, 5 ee (fays Dr. Ib: to give you what 


ſatisfaction I can in any thing you want to be ſatisfied in any ſubje& of £4 


Milton, and am Extremely glad you intend to _ write "His ; life. Almo 


be obliged to go through with this of Milton's or the other's life of Boileau, 


where there is ſuch a dull, heavy Gefen in long quotatiolis of diſintereſt- 


ing paſſages, that it makes their method quite nauſeous. But the verboſe, 
taſteleſs Frenchman ſeems to lay it down as a principle, that every life 
muſt be a book, and what's worſe, it proves a 1 without a life; for what 
do we know of Boileau, after all his tedig ys {i r You ar are the only one, 
(and I ſpeak it without a at a_compliment) tir b e vigour of your ſtile and 
ſentiments, and the real importance of your 3 ee (which 
one would imagine no one could have miſſed) of adding agreements to the 
moſt agreeable ſubject in the world, which i Is literary 7 Ss 


Nov. 24, 17 37. bo 


Inſtead of melting down my ILY into one 108 and gc elk. 
ing in my own perſon, by which I might have appeared to have more merit 


Brit. Muf, 4320. Aſeongb's Catal, Sloane MSS, 
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the Le- writers we have had before Toland and Deſmaiſeaux, are indeed 
ſtrange infipid infipid creatures; and yet I had rather read the worſt of them, than 


3 * * 
f 1 ” 
—  —  — — A  —  — _—— WM —— * — Mas nw — — 


#4 
i 
7 
14 
* 
ts 
x 
* 


= Ee THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON, 85 5 
in the execution of the work, I have reſolved to adopt and enlarge upon the 
excellent plan of Mr. Maſon, in his Memoirs of Gray. Wherever narra- 
tive is neceſſary to explain, connect, and ſupply, I furniſh it to the beſt of 
my. abilities ; but in the -chronological ſeries of Johnſon's life, which I trace | 
a8 diſtinctiy as I can, year by year, I produce, wherever it is in my power, A 
his own minutes, letters, or converſation, being convinced that this mode 
is more lively, and will make my readers better acquainted with him, than 
even moſt of thoſe were who actually knew him, but could know him only 
= WET partially ; whereas there is here an accumulation of intelligence from various 
_ - _ | points, by which his character is:ore fully underſtood and-illuſtrated. © _ 
be 1 Indeed I cannot conceive a more perfect mode of writing any man's life, 
than not only relating all the moſt important events of it in their order, but 
; interweaving what he privately wrote, and faid, and thought; by which man- 
ind are enabled as it were to ſee him live, and to “live o'er each ſcene” with 
„ W him, as he actually advanced through the ſeveral ſtages of his life. Had his 
Td po IT other friends been as diligent and ardent as I was, he might have been almoſt 
1 e i entirely preſerved. As it is, I will venture to ſay that he will be ſeen in * 
3 | work more completely than any man who has ever yet lived. 
ö : And he will be ſeen as he really was; for I profeſs to write, not his pane- 
gyrick, which muſt be all praiſe, but his life; which, great and good as he al 
WAS, muſt not be ſuppoſed to be entirely perfect. To be as he was, is indeed il 
ſubject of panegyrick enough to any man in this ſtate of being . but in every i, 
picture there ſhould be ſhade as well as light, and when I delineate him 
without reſerve, do what he himſelf recommended, both by his N * 
5 | | his example: © 
5 „% E If the biographer writes from perſonal 83 and makes haſte to 
| gratify the publick curioſity, there is danger leſt his intereſt, his fear, his 
SES gratitude, or his tenderneſs overpower his fidelity, and tempt him to conceal, 
. = if not to invent. There are many who think it an act of piety to hide the 
. EE | faults or failings of their friends, even when they can no longer ſuffer by 
63 NN. 5 their detection; we therefore ſee whole ranks of characters adorned with 
1 85 | uniform panegyrick, and not to be known from one another but by extrin- 
. 1 — ' ſick and caſual circumſtances. © Lewme remember, (ſays Hale) when I find 
: . myſelf inclined to pity a criminal, that there is likewiſe a pity due to the 
10 z country.” If we owe regard to the memory of the dead, there is Joe more 
1 | wes to be paid to ese, to virtue, and to truth“. 
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THE LIFE | or DR. JOHNSON, 


h What J conſider as the Or value of the following work, is, the quan- 
tity that it contains of Johnſon's converſation; which is univerſally acknow- 
ledged to have been eminently inſtructive and entertaining ; and of which 
the ſpecimens that I have given upon a former occaſion, have been received 
with ſo much approbation, that I have good grounds for ſuppoſing | that the 
world will not be indifferent to more ade communications 9 a ſimilar 


nature. _ 
That the RR. A of a cbrand man, if his talents 1 5 6 AED 
in converſation, will beſt diſplay his character, is, I truſt, too well eſtabliſhed 
in the judgement « of mankind, to be at all ſhaken by a ſneering obſervation of 
Mr. Maſon, in his Memoirs of Mr. William Whitehead, in which there is 
literally no Life, but a mere dry narrative of facts. I do not think it was 
quite neceſſary to attempt a depreciation of what is univerſally eſteemed, 
| becauſe it Was not to be found in the immediate object of the i ingenious writer's 
pen; for in truth, from a man ſo ſtill and ſo tame, as to be contented to paſs 
many years as the domeſtick companion of a ſuperannuated lord and lady, 
converſation worth recording could no more be expected, than from a Chineſe 
mandarin on a chimney- piece, or the fantaſtick figures on a gilt leather ſkrgen. 
If authority be required, let us appeal to Plutarch, the prince of ancient 
| biographers. Our Tais peng T%5 rra ect TAvTWS Eves dg & © 1 cala, 
G rey Beaxy woes 26 Fita, Tails rig zu 19016 moi νννEẽƷ 
I EN {eprovexpoiy moparoes a , Y mAwpYia mortw, © Nor is it 
always in the moſt diſtinguiſhed atchievements that men's virtues or vices may 
be beſt diſcerned; but very often an action of ſmall note, a ſhort ſaying, or 
a jeſt, ſhall diſtinguiſh a perſon's rcal character more than the greateſt ſieges, 
or the moſt important battles.” 

To this may be added the ſentiments of the very man whoſe life I am 
am about to exhibit. © The buſineſs of the biographer is often to paſs 
ſlightly over thoſe performances and incidents which produce vulgar great- 
neſs, to lead the thoughts into domeſtick privacies, and diſplay the minute 
details of daily life, where exterior appendages are caſt aſide, and men excel 
each other only by prudence and by virtue. The account of Thuanus is with 
great propriety ſaid by its authour to have been vritten, that it might lay open 
do poſterity the private and familiar character of that man, cujus ingenium et 
candorem ex ipſius ſeriptis ſunt olim Jemper miraturi, whoſe candour and genius 
will to the end of time be by his wikngs preſerved in admiration, 
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| account of Catiline to remark, that his walk was now quick, and again flows, 
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biography are of a volatile and evaneſcent kind, ſuch as ſoon eſcape the 
memory, and are tranſmitted by tradition. We know how few can pour- 
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THE LITE OF DR 10HN5OX; e 


9295 There are many inviſible cireumſtances, which whether we read as enqui- 
rers after natural or moral knowledge, whether we intend to enlarge our 
ſcience, or increaſe our virtue, are more important than publick occur- 
rences. Thus Salluſt, the great maſter of nature, has not forgot in his 


as an indication of a mind revolving with violent commotion. Thus the 
ſtory of Melancthon affords a ſtriking lecture on the value of time, by in- 
forming us, that when he had made an appointment, he expected not 
only the hour, but the minute to be fixed, that the day might not run 
out in the idleneſs of ſuſpence; and all the plans and enterprizes of De 
Wit are now of leſs importance to the world than that part of his perſonal 
charakter which repreſents dim as careful of his health, and negligent of his 
life. 
_ 0 But be has often been allotted to writers, who ſeemy very little 
acquainted with the nature of their taſk, or very negligent about the per- 
formance. They rarely afford any other account than might be collected A 4 5 
from publick papers, but imagine themſelves writing a life, when they exhibit 5 
a chronological ſeries of actions or preferments ; and have ſo little regard to the . 
manners or behaviour of their heroes, that more knowledge may be gained 
of a man's real character, by a ſhort converſation with one of his ſervants, 
than from a formal and ſtudied narrative, begun with his pedigree, : and ended : 
with his funeral. e N 
« There are, indeed, ſome natural reaſons r e eſs narratives are beg 
written by ſuch as were not likely to give much inſtruction or delight, and 
why moſt accounts of particular perſons are barren and uſeleſs. If a liſe be 
delayed till intereſt and envy are at an end, we may hope for impartiality, but 
muſt expect little intelligence; for the incidents which give excellence to 


— * 
F j 
oo 
e 
* 


tray a living acquaintance, except by his moſt prominent and obſer- 
vable particularities, and the groſſer features of his mind; and it may 
be eaſily imagined how much of this little knowledge may be loſt in impart- 
ing it, and how ſoon a ſucceſſion of copies will loſe all reſemblance of the 
original.“ 

I am fully aware of the objections which may be made to the 3 on 
ſome occaſions of my detail of Johnſon's converſation, and how happily it is 
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THE. LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON; 


ako for the petty - exerciſe of ridicule by men of ſuperficial underſtanding, 
and ludicrous fancy; but I remain firm confident in my opinion, that 
minute particulars are frequently characteriſtick, and always amuſing, when 
they relate to a diſtinguiſhed man. I am therefore exceedingly unwilling 
that almoſt any thing which my illuſtrious friend thought it worth his while 
to expreſs, with any degree of point, ſhould periſh. For this almoſt ſuper- 
ſtitious reverence, . I have found very old and venerable authority, quoted by 
our great modern elan, Sccker, in whoſe tenth ſermon there 1 is the fol- 
lowing paſſage : 
E Rabbi David Kimebi, a aqua Jewiſh commentator who lived above five 
hundred years ago, explains that paſſage in the firſt Pſalm, His leaf alſo ſhall 
»ot wither, from Rabbins yet older than himſelf, thus: That even the idle 
talk, ſo he expreſſes it, of a good man ought to be regarded; the moſt ſuper- 
fluous things he faith are always of ſome value. And daher ancient t authqurs 
have the ſame phraſe, nearly in the ſame ſenſe.” 
Ot one thing I am certain, that conſidering how highly the ſmall picion 
which we have of the table-talk and other anecdotes of our celebrated writers 
is valued, and how earneſtly it is regretted that we have not more, I am 
Juſtified in preſerving rather too many of Johnſon's ſayings than too few; 
eſpecially as from the diverſity of diſpoſitions it cannot be known' with cer- 
| tainty beforehand, whether what may ſeem trifling to ſome, and perhaps to 
the collector himſelf, may not be moſt agreeable to many; and the greater 


number that an authour can pleaſe in any _—_ the more pleaſure does there 
ariſe to a benevolent mind. 

To thoſe who are weak 1 to think this a 3 taſk, [and the 
time and labour which have been devoted to it miſemployed, I ſhall content 
myſelf with oppoſing the authority of the greateſt man of any age, Julius 

CsaR, of whom Bacon obſerves, that © in his book of Apothegms which he 
collected, we ſee that he eſteemed it more honour to make himſelf but a pair 
of tables, to take the wiſe and pithy words of others, than to have every word 
of his own to be made an apothegm or an oracle?,” 


Having ſaid thus much by way of introduction, I commut the following 
Pages to the candour of the publick. | 


7 Bacon's Advancement of Learning, Book I. 


: SAMUEL 
$6 ee 4 . 18 
* 
a d W 
= 
* 
F ®. "Hy 


* N n * K 4 1 0 : * 38 
© r 7 Len 
2 e WN 


9 


1 199. 


= THE LIFE or DR. JOHNSON; 
Samver Jonnson was born at Lichfield, in Staffordſhire; on the 18th 


of September, N. S. 1709; and his initiation into the Chriſtian church was , 


not delayed; for his baptiſm is recorded, in the regiſter of St. Mary's pariſh 
in that city, to have been performed on che day of his birth: His father is there 
ſtiled Gentleman, a circumſtance of which an ignorant panegyriſt has praiſed 
him for not being proud; when the truth is, that the appellation of Gentle- 
man, though now loſt in the indiſcriminate aſſumption of Fſquire,' was com- 
monly taken by thoſe who could not boaſt of gentility. His father was 


Michael Johnſon, a native of Derbyſhire, of obſcure extraction, who ſettled 
in Lichfield as a bookſeller and ſtationer. His mother was Sarah Ford, 


deſcended of an ancient race of ſubſtantial yeomanry in Warwickſhire. They 
were well advanced in years when they married, and never had more than two 


children, both ſons ; Samuel, their firſt born, who lived to be the illuſtrious. 


character whoſe various excellence I am to endeavour | to. record, and 


Nathanacl, who died in his twenty-fifth year. 
Mr. Michael Johnſon was a man of a large and robuſt body, and of a "I 


rrong and active mind; yet, as in the moſt ſolid rocks veins of unſound ſub- 
ſtance are oſten diſcovered, there was in him a mixture of that diſeaſe, the 
nature of which eludes the moſt minute enquiry, though the effects are well 


known to be a wearineſs of life, an unconcern about thoſe things which agitate 


the greater part of mankind, and a general ſenſation of gloomy wretchedneſs. 


From him then his ſon inherited, with ſome other qualities, “a vile melan- 


choly,” which in his too ſtrong expreſſion of any diſturbance. of the mind, 


c made him mad all his life, at leaſt not ſober.*”# Michael was, however, 


forced by the narrowneſs of his circumſtances to be very diligent in buſineſs, 
not only in his ſhop, but by occaſionally reſorting to ſeveral towns-in the 
neighbourhood, ſome of which were at a conſiderable diſtance from Lichfield: 


At that time bookſellers' ſhops in the provincial towns of England were very 
rare, ſo that there was not one even in Birmingham, in which town old Mr. 


Johnſon uſed to open a ſhop every market-day. He was a pretty good Latin 


ſcholar, and a citizen fo creditable: as to be made one of the magiſtrates 


of Lichfield ; and, being a man of good ſenſe, and ſkill in his trade, he 
acquired a reaſonable ſhare of wealth, of which however he afterwards loſt 


the greateſt part, by engaging unſucceſsfully in a manufacture of parchment, 


He was a zealous high-churchman and royaliſt, and retained his attachment 


to the unfortunate houſe of Stuart, though he reconciled himſelf, by caſuiſtical 
arguments of expediency and A necollity, to take the oaths impoſed by the pre- 


vailing power. 
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Staffordſhite;, while: he ſerved. his apprenticeſhip. there, onceived a violent 
paſſion for him; and chougli it met wich no favourable return, followed him 
0 Lichfild / 'whets he to ledgings opofitb to the houfe in Whith tie lived, 
and indulged her hopeleſs ume! Wen he was inforrtied that it fo pteyed 
upon her wind that her life was in danger, he with a generous humanity weft 
to her and offered to marry her, but it Was [then tob late: Her vital power 
vas exauſted; and the aktualhy e 
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Voi of her ſon. Lie faid e the Had too imiieht good ſenſe to be vai, bu 
me knew her fon's value. Her piety” Was not inferiour to her IN 
ng and to her Hruſt be aſcfibecdt thoſe early inpfeffions of religion upon the 
mind of her-ſan.” from which the world Afterwards derived ſo much enefit. 


Heaten 4 place to which "good people went,“ and Hell" & 4 Place 0 
| which- bad people wg, but to him by her, when * "lirtle 
| child in bed with her; and that it ni might be the better fixed in his 
memory, ſhe ſent hirn to repeat itt Tomas Jackſon, I zeir man- Herbant. 
He not being in the way, this was not done but chere was no occaſion. for 


In following ſo Wd eminent a” man from his cradle te to, his | grave, every 
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70 Tux. LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


whoſe hiſtory has: been minutely related, that did not in every. part 
diſcover the ſame proportion of intellectual vigour.” “ Au laws . | 
In all fuch inveſtigations it is certainly unwiſe to pay too ind attentio 
to incidents which the credulous relate with eager ſatisfaction, and the more 
ſcrupulous or witty enquirer conſiders only as topicks of ridicule : Yet. there 
zs a traditional ſtory of the infant Hercules of toryiſm, ſo curiouſſy charac- 
teriſtick, that I ſhall not withhold it. It was communicated, to me in a 
letter from Miſs Mary Adye, of Lichfield. | 11 0 
« When Dr. Sacheverel was at Lichfield, J en was not t quire: 40 
years old. My grandfather Hammond obſerved him at the cathedral perched 
„ upon his father's ſhoulders, liſtening, and gaping at the much celebrated 
Ns | preacher. Mr. Hammond aſked Mr. Johnſon how he could poſſibly think 
of bringing ſuch an infant to church, and in the midſt of fo great a croud. 
He anſwered, becaule it was impoſſible to keep him at home; for, young as 
he was, he believed he had caught the publick ſpirit and zeal for Sacheverel, 
and would have ſtaid for ever in the church, ſatisfied with beholding him.” 
Nor can I omit a little inſtance of that jealous independence of ſpirit, and 
„„ impetuoſity of temper, which never forſook him. The fact was acknow- 


a * 


9 
4 
BER? — 9 - 


| - | the ſervant who uſed to be ſent to. ſchool to conduct him home, had not 
2 come in time, he ſet out by himſelf, though he was then ſo near · ſighted, that he 
muas obliged to ſtoop down on his hands and knees to take a view of the 
5 - * -»» Kennel before he ventured to ſtep over it. His ſchoolmiſtreſs, afraid that he 
might miſs his way, or fall into the kennel, or be run over by'a cart, followed 
him at ſome diſtance. He happened to turn about and perceive her. Feel- 
ing her careful attention as an inſult to his manlineſs, he ran back. to her i in 
a rage, and beat her, as well as his ſtrength would permit. 5 
Of the ſtrength of his memory, for which he was all his life eminent to a 
degree almoſt_ incredible, the following early inſtance was told me in his 
preſence at Lichfield, in 1776, by his ſtep-daughter, Mrs. Lucy Porter, as 
"ld to her by his mother. When he was a child in petticoats, and had 
tearnt to read, Mrs. Johnſon one morning put the common prayer-book into 
A his hands, pointed to the collect for the day, and faid, «Sam, you muſt get 
this by heart.” She went up ſtairs, leaving him to ſtudy it: But by the 
— FO; 2 time ſhe had reached the ſecond floor, ſne heard him following her. What's 
4 4 po to obo — © the matter?” faid ſhe, I can fay it,” he replied ; and repeated it diſtinctly, 
„ though he could not have read 1 it over more than twice. 


1 . 
be hee: „„ 
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But 


ledged to me by himſelf, upon the authority of his mother. One day, when 
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authority. 
tread upon a 8 the eng of a Ants 55 killed 'Y ; 9 780 which, | 


it is ſaid, * dictated to his mother the enn OP FLYER | 
Here bes 21 muſter duck, | 5 1 
Whom Samuel Johnſon trod on; 


If it had liv'd, it had been good luck 
For then we'd had an w_ „ 


There is ſurely internal evidence that this lle e combines in it, 


its faculties by immediate inſpiration; yet Mrs. Lucy Porter, Dr. Johnſon $ 


1 ſtep⸗ daughter, poſitively maintained to me, in his preſence, that there could 
be no doubt of the truth of this anecdote, for ſhe had heard it from his 


mother. So difficult 1s it to obtain an authentick relation of facts, and ſuch 


authority may there be for errour ; for he aſſured me, that his father made 


the verſes, and wiſhed to pals them for his child's. He added, my father 


was a fooliſh old man; that is to ſay, fooliſh in talking of his children.. 


Young Johnſon had the misfortune to be much afflicted with the ſcrophula, 


or king's evil, which 1 Nang, naturally well for med, and 


* 


9 Anecdotes of Dr. Johnſon by Heſter Lynch Finat, p. 11 1.—Life of Dr, Je obaſon hy sir 
John Hawkins. p. 6. 


This anecdote of the duck, chouph diſproved by internal and external evidence, has nerer- 
theleſs, upon ſuppoſition of its truth, been made the foundation of the following i ingenious and 


fanciful reflections by Miſs Seward, amongſt the communications concerning Dr. Johnſon with 
which ſhe has been pleaſed to favour me. Theſe infant numbers contain the ſeeds of thoſe 


propenſities which through his life ſo ſtrongly marked his charadter, of that poetick talent which 


afterwards bore ſuch rich and plentiful fruits; for, excepting his orthographick works, every 
thing which Dr. Johnſon wrote was Poetry, whoſe eſſence confiſts not in numbers, or in jingle, 
but in the ſtrength and glow of a fancy, to which all the ſtores of nature and of art ſtand in 
prompt adminiſtration ; and in an eloquence which conveys their blended illuſtrations in a lan- 
guage more nende than needs or rhyme or verſe to add more harmony,” 


Abe above little verſes alſo ſhew that ſuperſtitious bias which * grew with his growth, and 


ſtrengthened with his ſtrength ” and of late years particularly injured his happineſs, by preſenting 


to him the gloomy fide of religion, rather than that N and 5 one which gilds the period 
of cloſing life, with the light of pious hope.“ 


This is ſo beauriftll imagined, that 1 would not fupptels 3 it. But, like many voy thearles, 
it is ceduced d from: A ſuppoſed tat, which is, indeed, a fiction. NE 7 
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1 


what no child of three years old could producey without an extenſion of 
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hurt his vifbl nerven Id much, (that he did not ſee fit all with one of lis ches, 
though its appearance was little different from that of the other. There is 


I never perceived it. I ſuppoſed him to be only near-fighted; and indeed 
1 muſt obſerve, that in no other reſpect could J diſcern any defect in 


ſhewing me; that it was indeed pointed at 0 


5b Eb. Lr 
ee ee 


Mrs. Johnſon indeed, as Mr. Hector informed me, acted by the advice of the 


a, fort of ſolemn recollection of a lady in S- „ and a long black hood 3.” £7 
5 4 


the ſhould have taken him to Rows,” „ 4 Jo ie ths 
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amongſt his prayers, one inſcribed . ben my EVE was reſtored - to ts wes, 
which aſcertains à defect that many of his friends knew he had, though 


his viſion; on the contrary, the force of his attention and perceptive quick= 
neſs made him ſee and diſtinguiſh all manner of objects, whether of nature 
or of art, with a nicety that is" rarely to be found. When he and I were 
travelling in the Highlands of Scotland, and 1 pointed out to him a moun- 
tain which I obſerved reſembled a cone, he corrected. my 2 by 


Was acquain ted 


was « hirger' than the others On: | 11 
n 1 the Elegance of Fd 


748! 


How falſe and” e 274 

Ae Vs 
* either of his candour or of his philoſophy, founded upon a ſup ſition that 1 
he was almoſt blind. It has been faid, that he contracted his grieyous of 4 3 
malady from his nurſe. His mother yielding to the ſuperſtitious. notion, -- 
which, it is wonderful to think, Prevailed ſo long in this country, as to the 
virtue of the regal touch; a notion, which our kings encouraged, and to 


which a man of ſuch inquiry and fuch judgement as Cartc could give credit; 4 
carried him to London, where he was actually touched by Queen Anne. 


celebrated Sir John Floyer, then a phyſician in Lichfield. Johnſon ufed to 
talk of this very frankly ; and Mrs. Piozzi has preſerved his very pictureſque bo! 

deſctiption of the ſcene, as it remained upon his fancy. Being aſked if he 7 
could remember Queen Anne, He had (hs bd). a confuſed, but ſomehow 2 


This touch, however, was without any effedl UE Fg to ſay to him, in 4 
alluſion to the political principles in which he was educated, and of which he 5 0 
ever retained ſome _gdour, that © his mother had not E him far e "op 
7 K ot 24 mT: t "ooh 
He was firſt taught to read Engliſh by Dame ame Oliver, a a widow, cho kept #7 7 
a ſchool for young children in Lichfield. He He told me mne c Tou a read the 4 


1 Prayers and Meditations, p. 27. oy 8 Anecdotes, p. 10. 
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tick bat ane Hin e bende b. hey gam nir fen : bible in 

that character. When he was going to Oxford, ſnie came to take lea ve af 
| kim, brought him, in the ſimplicity of her kindneſs, a preſent -of ginger- 

WW bread, and faid he was the beſt ſcholar The had ever had. Fe delighted in 

endioning this carly compliment ; adding, With a [mile, chat * this was 48 


= | N 1 4 Tant | 11 © OR 1 J . f Ine 
_ n2ih was 4 maſter, whom; when he ſpoke of him to ine, he fami- 
WS larly called Tom Brown, who, faid he, “ publiſhed a ſpelling- book, and 
1 . 18 1 > Al err ne e 

dedicated it to the UN VERSE;=—but, T fear, no copy of it can now be 
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| Lichfield ſch6ol, „ man (faid he) very {Kilful in his title way.” With 
| him he continued two years, and then roſe to be under the care of Mr. 
Hunter the head. maſter, 'who, according to his account, “ was very ſevere, 
and wrong-headedly ſevere: He uſed (ſaid he) to beat us unmereifully ; and 

ice and negligence; for he wduld beat 


he did not diſtinguiſſi between ignor: y 
a boy equally for not knowing a thing; as for neglecting to know it. He 
would aſk a boy a queſtion; and if he did not anſwer it, he would beat 
| him, without conſidering whether he had an opportunity of knowing how 
| to anſwer it. For inſtance, he would call up a boy and aſk him Latin for a 
| candleſtick, which the boy could not expect to be aſked. Now, Sir, if a 
boy could anſwer every queſtion, there would be no need of a maſter to 
E bod Yo hints a Row Ling Jeng og are ard 

1: is, however, but juſtice to the memory of Mr. Hunter to mention, that 
WT though he might err in being too ſevere; the ſchool of ' Lichfield was very 
reſpectable in his time. The late Dr. Taylor, Prebendary of Weſtminſter, 
| who was educated under him, told me, that he was an excellent rriaſter, and 
| that his uſhers were moſt of them men of eminence;' that Holbro6k, one of 
the moſt ingenious men, beſt ſcholars, and beſt preachers of his : age, was 


came Hague, of whom as much might be ſaid, with the addition that he was 
jan elegant poet. Hague was ſucceeded by Green, afterwards Biſhop of 
Lincoln, whoſe character in the learned world is well known. In the ſame 
form with Johnſon was Congreve, who-afterwatds became chaplain to Arch- 
[biſhop Boulter, and by that ednnection obtainet gobd preferment in Ireland. 
He was a younger ſon of the ancient fatnily of Congreve, in Staffordſhire, of 
Which the poet was a branch, His brother fold the eſtate. There was alſo 


14 


- 


| 148213 / . Wi, crit ty eps "3g. cty Es, F179 9H ex fe} >» 
| high a proof of his merit as he cotild conteive.” His next inſtrüctor in 


He began to learn Latin with Mr. Hawkins, . uſher, or under-maſter of 


uſher during the greateſt part of the time that Johnſon was at ſchobl. Then 


Lowe, 


QI 
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Lowe, en Canon of Windſor; who was tutor to the preſent Marquis 
Townſhend, and his brother Charles. 1 
Indeed Johnſon was very ſenſible how ch he owed to Mr. Hunter, 
Mr. Langton one day aſked him how he had acquired ſo accurate a know- 
ledge of Latin, in which, I believe, he was exceeded by nd man of his 
time; he ſaid, My maſter whipt me very well, Without that, Sir, 1 
ſhould have done nothing.” He told Mr. Langton, that while Hunter was 
flogging his boys unmercifully, he uſed to ſay, © And this I do to faye you 
from the gallows.” Johnſon, upon all occaſions, expreſſed his approbation 
of enforcing inſtruction by means of the rod. « I would rather (ſaid he) 
have the rod to be the general terrour to all, to make them learn, than tell a 
child, if you do thus, or thus, you will be more eſteemed than your. brothers 
or ſiſters. The rod produces an effect which terminates in itſelf. A child is 
afraid of being whipped, and gets, his taſk, and there's an end on't ; whereas, 
by exciting emulation and compariſons of ſuperiority, you lay the foundation 
of laſting miſchief; you make brothers and ſiſters hate each other.” 

Mr. Langton told me, that when J ohnſon ſaw ſome young ladies in Lin- 
colathive who were remarkably well behaved, ow ing to their mother 8 ſtrict 
diſcipline and ſevere correction, he exclaimed, in one of Shakſpeare $ lines 
a little varied, „ Rod, I will honour thee for this thy duty.” | 
| That ſuperiority over his fellows, which he maintained with ſo much d- 
nity in his march through life, was not aſſumed from vanity and oſtentation, 
but was the natural and conſtant effect of thoſe extraordinary powers of mind, 
of which he could not but be conſcious by compariſon ; the intellectual 
difference, which in other caſes of compariſon of characters is often a matter 
of undecided conteſt, being as clear in his caſe as the ſuperiority of ſtature 
in ſome men above others. Johnſon did not ſtrut or ſtand on tip-toe: He 
only did not ſtoop. From his earlieſt years, his ſuperiority was perceived 
and acknowledged. He was from the beginning Ave ArJpuv, a king of men. 
His ſchoolfellow, Mr. Hector, has obligingly furniſhed me with many par- 
ticulars of his boyiſh days; and aſſured me, that he never knew him 
corrected at ſchool, but for talking and diverting other boys from their 
buſineſs. He ſeemed to learn by intuition; for though indolence and pro- 
craſtination were inherent in his conſtitution, whenever he made an exertion 
he did more than any one elſe.* In ſhort, he is a memorable inſtance of 
what has been often obſerved, that the boy is the man in miniature ; and 
that the diſtinguiſhing characteriſticks of each individual are the ſame, through 


the whole courſe of life. His favourites uſed to receive "oy liberal aſſiſtance 
| from 


* 
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from him; ie ſoch was the fubrnifſion and deference with which be was 
treated, ſuch the deſire to obtain his regard, that three of the boys, of whom 
Mr. Hector was ſometimes one, uſed to come in the morning as his humble 
attendants, and carry him to ſchool. One in the middle ſtooped, while he 
| fat upon his back, and one on each fide ſupported him; and thus he was 
| borne triumphant. Such a proof of the early predominance of intellectual 
vigour is very remarkable, and does honour to human nature. Talking to 
me once himſelf of his being much diſtinguiſhed at ſchool, he told me, 
| « they never thought to raiſe me by comparing me to any one ; ; they never 


not think he was as good a ſcholar.” 


| as indolence. He was uncommonly inquiſitive ; and his memory was ſo 
tenacious, that he never forgot any thing that he either heard or read. Mr. 
Hector remembers having recited to him eighteen verſes, which, after a little 
pauſe, he __— verbatim, THY only one 1. e by which he n 
the line. 

He never Joined 1 with the other i in their ordinary diverſians; ; his only 
ſamuſement was in winter, when he took a pleaſure in being drawn upon the 
ice by a boy barefooted, who pulled him along by a garter fixed round him ; 
no very eaſy operation, as his ſize was remarkably large. His defective 


De 
FN 


þ pleaſantly remarked to me, how wonderfully well he had contrived to be 
Hale without them. Lord Cheſterfield, however, has juſtly obſerved in one 


of idlene 1755 that active ſports are not to be reckoned idleneſs in young 
people; and that the liſtleſs torpor of doing nothing, alone deſerves that 
Frame. Of this diſmal inertneſs of diſpoſition, Johnſon had all his life too 
great a ſhare, Mr. Hector relates, that © he could not oblige him more than 
by ſauntering away the hours of vacation in the fields, during which he was 
more engaged in talking to himſelf than to his companion.“ 

Dr. Percy, the Biſhop of Dromore, who was long intimately acquainted 
with him, and has preſerved a few anecdotes concerning him, regretting that 
. he was not a more diligent collector, informs me, that when a boy he was 
immoderately fond of reading romances of chivalry, and he retained his fond- 
neſs for them through life; ſo that (adds his Lordſhip) ſpending part of a 
ſummer at my parſonage-houſe in n country, he choſe for his regular read- 


ing 


ſaid, Johnſon is as good a ſcholar as ſuch a one; but ſuch a one is as good a 
| ſcholar as Johnſon ; and this was ſaid but of _ but of Lowe j . 1 do 


e diſcovered a great ambition to eh which Wold him to FI 


/- Hght, indeed, prevented him from enjoying the common ſports ; and he once 


of his letters, when earneſtly cautioning a friend againſt the pernicious effects 
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THE LI FE or. DR. J OHN SON. 4 F „ „ | 3 "3 
Is father ſeemed very full of the merits of his ſon, and told the company he 1728. | 5 . 11 8 5 4 
was a good ſcholar, and a poet, and wrote Latin verſes. His figure and manner — 1 


d ſtrange to them; but he behaved — 


ſomething which occurred in the courſe of e he ſuddenly. ſtruck | 0 
in and quoted Macrobius ; and thus he oy: GOING: nn a: _ more — 
r pg e d indulged h alben , . nnd | 3792 
en 4 c 1 n en of Per bre 
Johan, Who cive: me ak lewis account ub F ee He was very 5 5 UN 1 
vam man, but a heavy man, and I did not profit much by his inſtructions. ; To. WW 
Indeed; I did not attend him much. The firſt day after I came to college, 74 3 
Lnaded: upon him, and then ſtaid away four. On the: ſixth; Mr. Jorden =— 
_ aſked-ine hy had not attended. I anſwered, I had been ſliding in Chriſt. _—_— 
Church meadow. And this I faid with as much non- cbalance as I am now* . | ol | 4 
talking to OR I had no notion that 1 was wrong or irreverent to my tutor,” = 
 BoswzLL. © That, Sir, was great fortitude of mind.” e cc No. Sir, Sir, 
| fark inſenſibility*,” Lk. ke due e and 
The fifth of N ovember Was at that time kept with great . at 
Pembroke College, and exerciſes upon the ſubject of the day were required. _ 3 
Johnſon neglected to perform his, which is much to be regretted ; for his wy 840, 37 
vivacity of imagination, and force of language, would probably ow pro- 5 
duced ſomething ſublime upon the gunpowder plot. To apologiſe for his 3 1 
neglect, he gave in a ſhort copy of verſes, entitled Somnium, * 6 „„ 1 
common thought; © that the Muſe had come to him in his ſleep 
pered that it did not become him to write - ſuch ſubjects as politicks | = 1 
 thould confine himſelf to humbler themes: by -" the verſification y was truly 1 1 
He had a love and A for Jorden, not for his litehture; os for 9 365 == 
worth. © Whenever Ons: rap a young man N eee 8 * he LD 5 „ 
becomes his ſon — f 
3 given ſuch a e of his Poel pow-ers, he was aſked wh 5 N 
Mr. Jorden to tranſlate Pope's Meſſiah i into Latin verſe, as a Chriſtmas exer- 5 
alk .He performbdl | it with uncommon a rapidity, and 1 in fo ns a manner, 


1 Oxford, zoth March, 1776. = eee ; 
> It ought to be remembered, 8 Dr. 838 18 Wees Felt Won exer- e 
_Ciſes, to overcharge his defect. Dr. Adams informed me, that he attended his tutor's lectures, 5 To 
95 e eau, „er Hall, very regularly. | 3 ieee | cheep ae 
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or DR JOHNSON. | 


| | Johnſon, without the knowledge of bi fn, ho as ery angry when he 
| heard of it. A miſcellany of collected by a perſon of th 
Huſbands, Was publiſhed-at O in 17 31. In that miſce 
| | | Tranſlation of the Meſſiah appea | motto from S 
| ; | wake to 
. | 1 eee myſelf not 
f | N "But I am 
FE © oth 2 | 85 . 4 5 | 
. A and dignity of ancient R 2 . eee 
WS 3 2 a : 4 ha ege ver/e 70% % aa aft 
| 7 15 „ | ; : i 1 Trick d Out in ſplendid ſhreds 115. 3 240-5. ie! 
. ö in, « From playful Ovid cull the tinſel:phraſe; 1 (0 
. - 3 « © And vapid notions hitch in pilfer'd layss FFC 
EEE: 7 c 5 „ Johnſon adventur d Boron nom” 
: 3 « His vigorous ſenſe into the . . 
. 5 „ Aſpir'd to ſhine by unreflected light, 8 Be, CY 35 
| Ss „ And with a Roman's ardour think and write. ett: 
SOS | He felt the tuneful Nine his breaſt inſpire, ee 
WT | And, like a maſter, wak'd the ſoothing lyre: C 
LS RR ns « Horatian ftrains a grateful heart proclaim, o 
55 ; While Sky's wild rocks reſound his Thralia's name.— 
55 | „ « Heſperia's „ in ſome leſs ſkilful hands, © 
Wo. | 75 « To bloom 2 while, factitious heat demands; „ 
ww”. | | « Though glowing Maro a faint warmth ſupplies, = 
TOs . 1 TRE ANY blogom in the hot-houſe dies 
I « hs root Mes deep, and owns the foſt ring „ 
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The 48 morbid melancholy” okich was turking | in his ee 4 to 

e. we may aſcribe thoſe particularities, and that We ae to regular 3 mo, .*Y 
lie, which, at a very early period, marked his character, gathered fuch 1 2 
ſtrength in his twentieth year, as to afflict him in a dreadful manner. While ” - +; 
he. was at Lichfield, in the College vacation of the year 1729, he felt him- ; _— 
ſelf overwhelmed with an horrible hypochondria, with perpetual irritation, | 6 
fretfulneſs, and impatience ; and with a dejection, gloom, and deſpair, which . -: 
made exiſtence miſery. From this diſmal malady he never afterwards was | 4 


_ perfectly relieved; and all his labours, and all his enjoyments, were but tem- 


porary interruptions of its baleful influence. How wonderful, how unſearch- 29 
able are the ways of Gop! Johnſon, who was bleſt with all the powers of 2 
genius and underſtanding i in a degree far above the ordinary ſtate of human « 


nature, was at the ſame time viſited with a diſorder ſo afflictive, that they who 
know it by dire experience, will not envy his exalted endowments. That it 
was, in ſome degree, occaſioned by a defect in his nervous ſyſtem, that inex- 
plicable part of our frame, appears highly probable. He told Mr. Paradiſe 
that he was ſometimes ſo languid and inefficient, that he could not ain 
guiſh the hour upon the town- clock. 3 f 

Johnſon, upon the firſt violent attack of this diſorder, ſtrove to overcome 


it by forcible exertions. He frequently walkea to Birmingham and back 1 
again, and tried many other expedients, but all in vain. His expreſſion 7 
concerning it to me was, I did not then know how to manage it.” His | 
_ diſtreſs became ſo intolerable, that he applied to Dr. Swinfen, phyſician i in I 
| Lichfield, his godfather, and put into his hands a ſtate of his caſe, written 4 
in Latin. Dr. Swinfen was ſo much ſtruck with the extraordinary acuteneſs, q 
reſearch, and eloquence of this paper, that in his zeal for his godſon he | 
ſhewed it to ſeveral people. His daughter, Mrs. Deſmoulins, who was many f 
years humanely ſupported in Dr. Johnſon's houſe in London, told me, that * 
upon bis diſcovering that Dr: Swinſen had communicated his cate, he was ſo bf 
much offended, that he was never afterwards fully reconciled to him. He 1 
indeed had good reaſon to be offended; for though Dr. Swinfen's motive ö 
was good, he inconſiderately betrayed a matter deeply intereſting and of , 
great delicacy, which had been entruſted to him 1 in conhdence 3 and expoſed \ 4 4 
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THE. LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


ent, which, in the ſuperficial opitiion 
of the generality” of mankind, is attended with contempt and diſgrace. 

But let not little men triumph upon knowing that Johnſon was an 
HyPoCcHONDRIACK, was ſubject to what che learned, philoſophical, and pious 
Dr. Cheyne has ſo well treated, under the title of “The Engliſh Malady.“ 

Though he ſuffered ſey ely from it, he was not therefore degraded. The 
powers of his great mind might be troubled, and their full exerciſe ſuſpended 


- at times, but the mind itſelf was ever entire. As a proof of this, it is only | 
neceſſary to conſider, that, when he was at the very worſt, he compoſed that 


ſtate of his own, caſe, which ſhewed an uncommon vigour, not only of fancy 
and taſte, but of judgement. I am aware'that he himſelf was too ready to 


call ſuch a complaint by the name of madneſs; in conformity with which 


notion, he has traced its gradations, with exquilite nicety, in one of the 
chapters of his RASsSELAS. But there is furely a clear diſtinction between 


a diſorder which affects only the imagination and ſpirits, while the judge- 
ment is ſound, and a diſorder by which the judgement itſelf is impaired. 


This diſtinction was made to me by the late Profeſſor Gaubius of Leyden, 


phyſician to the Prince of Orange, in a converfation which I had with him 
ſeveral years ago, and he expanded it thus: © If (ſaid he) a. man tells me 
that he is grievouſly diſturbed, for that he imagines he ſees a ruffian coming 
againſt him with a drawn ſword, though at the ſame time, he is conſcious it is 
a deluſion, I pronounce him to have a diſordered imagination; but if a man 


tells me that he /zes this, and in conſternation. calls to me to look at it, 1 


pronounce him to be mad.” 


It is a common effect of low ſpirits or in hat.” to make choſe — 5 are 


aflicted with it imagine that they are actually ſuffering thoſe evils which 


happen to be me rongly preſented to their minds. Some have fancied 


_ themſelves to be deprived of the, uſe of their limbs, ſome to labour under 
acute diſeaſes, others to be in extreme poverty, when, in truth, there was 


not the leaſt reality in any of the ſuppoſitions; ſo that when the vapours were 


5 | 7 diſpelled, they were convinced of the delufion. To Johnſon, whoſe ſupreme 
enjoyment was the exerciſe of his reaſon, the diſturbance or obſcuration of 


that faculty was the evil moſt to be dreaded. Inſanity, therefore, was the 


object of his moſt diſmal apprehenſion ; and he fancied himſelf ſeized by it, 


or approaching to it, at the very time when he was giving proofs of a more 


than ordinary ſoundneſs and vigour of judgement. That his own diſeaſed 


imagination ſhould have ſo far deceived him, is ſtrange; but it is ſtranger 


L Lo that ſome of his friends ſhould have given credit to his groundleſs 


opinion, 


% 
. — | * s 
3 5 . * haut TY r ; 
. 1 wo ONE; . e e e 


15 . 8 
MN xa v3 4 
8 * E * 4 x E L F eons 5 Vs fit 2 * I 4 * * 
"x, «4,4 OMG a ERC + WAS 44 Abe + 2 3 1 4h 
=_ Bs 4 « + "RAY . p bs 7 
N 2 ** * TOR 1 e n I 4 


* — 4 & 
whos - : * 2 
K "oY FOR Sv a p Sal 8 4 4 -49 b; * n 2 wy : x" 2 * 
. —_—_ wa.» A * 4 4 ww - ens »+ hos + 
" j * RT 4 N 5 2 8 <. . * * 4 
1 A « d + Fa o 
* A 1 1 fs 


1 "IMIR TIED — . — = 8 . * 92 — wi: 8 FR 8 TER 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. — - 
opinion, ain cha had fk undoubted proofs that it was totally f 8 


ſhould, ſince his death, have laid hold of. you. circumſtance, and . vow 
ir auth very unfair aggravation. Wn 
Amidſt the oppreſſion and diſtraction of a diſeaſe which very few 1 0 felt 


by its full extent, but many have experienced in lighter degree, Johnſon, 
in his writings, and in his converſation, never failed to diſplay all the varieties 


of intellectual excellence. In his march through this world to a better, his 


mind {till appeared grand and brilliant, and impreſſed all around him with 


the truth of Virgil's noble ſentiment—< Igneus eft ollis vigen. et cælyſtis origo.” 


The hiſtory of his mind as to religion is an important article. I have 


0 mentioned. the early impreſſions made upon his tender imagination by his 
mother, who continued her pious care with aſſiduity, but, in his opinion, not 
with judgement. Sunday (ſaid he) was a heavy day to me when I was a 


boy. My mother confined me on that day, and made me read The 


Whole Duty of Man,“ from a great part of which I could derive no inſtrue- 


tion. When, for inſtance, I had read the chapter on theft, which from my 
infancy I had been taught was wrong, I was no more convinced that theft 


was wrong than before; ſo there was no acceſſion of knowledge: - A boy 


ſhould be introduced to ſuch books, by having his attention directed to the 


arrangement, to the ſtile, and other excellencies of compoſition; that the mind 


| being thus engaged by an amuſing variety of objects, may not grow. weary.” RES 


He communicated to me the following particulars upon the ſubject of his 
teligious progreſs. « fell into an inattention to religion, or an indifference 
about it, in my ninth year. The church at Lichfield, in which we had a 
| ſeat, wanted reparation, ſo I was to go and find a ſeat in other churches ; and 


having bad eyes, and being aukward about this, I Neto go and read in 


the fields on Sunday. This habit continued till my fourteenth year ;” and 
4 till 1 find a great reluctance to go to church. I then became a ſort of lax 
talker againſt religion, for I did not much think againſt it; and this laſted till 

went to Oxford, where it would not be /uffered. When at Oxford, I took up 
* © Law's Serious Call to the Unconverted, expecting to find it a dull book, (as 
ſuch books generally are,) and perhaps to laugh at ir. But I found Law quite 
an overmatch for me; and this was the firſt occaſion of my thinking in earneſt 


of ANDY after I became capable, o rational f r 4,” From this time 
a "OY | forward, 


9 Mr. Piozzi "Sy given a ſtrange fantaſtical account of the origin a of Dr. Johnſon s belief in our 
out holy religion, At the age of zen years his mind was diſturbed — W of infidelity, which 
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THE LIFE oF DR. TOHNSON: 4 


the juſt ſentiments of a conſcientious chriſtian, he enn that * baer 


of its duties fell far, ſhort of what it ought to be. 

This inſtance of a mind ſuch as that of Johnfou- being: firſt diſpoſed, by an 
unexpected incident, to think with anxiety of the momentous concerns of 
eternity, and of. what he ſhould do to be ſaved,” may for ever be produced 
in oppoſition to the ſuperficial and ſometimes profane contempt that has b en 


thrown upon thoſe occaſional impreſſions which it is certain many chriſt 
have experienced ; though it muſt be acknowledged that weak minds, { 


an erroneous ſuppoſition that no macs in with ec who has noe felt 


a particular converſion, have, in ſome caſes, brought a degree of ridieule 


upon them; a ticheule, of VION it 18 eee or unfair to make N 


application. 
How feriouſly Johnſon = was „ pte with A « Griſe of religion, even in the 


vigour of his youth, appears from the following paſſage i in his minutes kept 


by way of diary: 4 Sept. 7, 1736. I have this day entered upon my 28th 


7 year. Mayeſt thou, O Gov, enable me, for Jzsvs Cnzrsr's fake, to ſpend 


5 and i in the day of Judgement! Amen.” 


5, 
oy 


&7 


this in fuch a manner, that I may receive comfort from it at t the Wer of death, 


* — 


1 e end ride hide very unealy, SP PIT AND, e e 


being naturally (as he faid) of a ſullen temper, and reſerved diſpoſition. He ſearched, however, dili- 
atly, but fruitleſaly, for evidences of the truth of revelation; and, at length, reco/lefing a book he 


1 had once ſeen [1 ſuppoſe at five peart old] in his father's ſhop, intitled De weritate Religionir, c. 


he began to think himſelf highly culpable for neglecting ſuch a means of information, and tock him- 
elf ſeverely to taſk for this in, adding many acts of voluntary, and, to others, unknown Pennance. 
, The'firſt opportunity which offered, of courſe, he ſeized the book with avidity ; but, on exami- 
nation, not finding himyelf ſcholar enough 10 peruſe its cantents, ſet his heart at reſt ; and got thinking 
to enquĩre whether there were any Engliſh books written on the ſubject, followed his uſual amuſe- 
ments, and con/idered his conſcience as lightened of a crime. He redoubled his diligence to learn 
language that contained the information he moſt wiſhed for ; but from the pain which gui: 
22 having omitted to read what he did not underftand] had given him, he now began to deduce 
6" the-ſoul's immortality, [a ſenſation of pain in this world being an unqueftionable proof of exiſtence in 
{ another] which was the point that belief firit ſtopped at; ad from that moment reſolving to be a 
Chriſtian, became one of the molt zealous and en ones eee Anec- 
dotes, g. + ET 
This is one of ihe\ numerous miſrepreſentations al. this lively lady, which it is worth while to 
correct; for if credit ſhould be gen to ſuch a childiſh, irrational, and ridiculous ſtatement 
of the foundation of Dr. Johnſon's faith in Chriſtianity, how little credit would be due to it. 
Mrs. Pionai ſeems to with, that an add lt think Du. Johnſon alſo under the Influence of 
. — — . | 


*. 


* ® 
? 


f The 


% 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON: 2 
Tube particular courſe of his reading while at C Oxford, and during the time 1729. 


+ vacation which he. paſſed at home, cannot be traced. Enough has been Anat 54 


ſaid of his irregular mode of ſtudy. He told me, that from his earlieſt 
years he loved to read poetry, but hardly ever read any poem to an end; 
that he read Shakſpeare at a period ſo early, that the ſpeech of the Ghoſt in 
Hamlet terrified him when he was alone; that Horace's Odes were the com- 
| poſitions in which he took moſt delight, and it was long before he liked his 
Epiſtles and Satires. He told me what he read ſolidly at Oxford was Greek; 
not the Grecian hiſtorians, but Homer and Euripides, and now and then a 
little Epigram ; that the ſtudy of which he was moſt fond was Metaphyſicks, 
but he had not read much, even in that Way. I always thought that he did 
| hinoſelf injuſtice in his account of what he had read, and that he muſt have 
been ſpeaking with reference to the vaſt portion of ſtudy which is poſſible, 
and to Which a few. ſcholars in the whole hiſtory of literature have attained ; 
for when 1 once aſked him whether a perſon whoſe name I have now for- 
gotten, ſhidied hard, he anſwered . No, Sir. I do not believe he ſtudied hard. 
= I never knew a man who ſtudied hard. 1 conclude, indeed, from the effects, 
that ſome men have ſtudied hard, as Bentley and Clarke.” Trying him by 
that criterion. upon which he formed his judgement of others, we may be 
a abſolutely certain, both from his writings and his converſation, that his read- 
ing was very extenſive. Dr. Adam Smith, than whom few are better judges 
on this ſubject, once obſerved to me that Johnſon knew more books than 
any man alive.” He had a peculiar facility in ſeizing at once what was 
valuable in any book, without ſubmitting to the labour of peruſing 1 it from 
beginning to end. He had, from the. irritability of his conſtitution, at all 
times, an impatience and hurry when he either read or wrote. A certain 
2 apprehenſion, ariſing from novelty, made him write his firſt exerciſe at 
College twice over; but he never took that trouble with any other compo- 
ſition; and we ſhall ſee that his moſt excellent works were ſtruck off at a heat, 
vith rapid exertion. , 
© Yet he appears, from his early notes or 8 in my o en, 
to have at various times attempted, or at leaſt planned, a methodical courſe 
of ſtudy, according to eymputation, of which he was all his life fond, as it 
fixed his attention ſteadily upon ſomething without, and prevented his mind 
from preying upon itſelf, Thus I find in his hand-writing the number of lines 
in each of two of Euripides's Tragedies, of the Georgicks of Virgil, of the 
firſt ſix books of the Zneid, of Horace's Art of Poetry, of three of the 


| books of Ovid's Metamorphoſis, of —_ parts of Theocritus, and of the tenth 
Satire 
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Satire of Juvenal; and a table, ſhewing at the rate of various numbers a 


Ir. oy day, (I ſuppoſe verſes to: be read) what would. be, 1n "__ 4951 the total 


amount in a week, month, and year. : 
No man had a more ardent love of literature, or a bigher ref pect for i it, 


than Johnſon. His apartment in. Pembroke College was that upon the ſecond 


| floor, over the gateway. The enthuſiaſts of learning will ever contemplate it 


with veneration. One day, while he was ſitting in it quite alone, Dr. Panting, 


then maſter of the College, whom he called * a fine Jacobite fellow, over- i 


heard him uttering this foliloquy i in his ſtrong. emphatick voice: Well, I 
have a mind to ſee what is done in other places of learning. II g⁰ and viſit 
the Univerſities abroad. I'll go to France and Italy. I'll go to Padua,— | 
And I'll mind my bulinefs. For an ee, i 1s 9 worlt of all 


blockheads 5.” N np, 


Dr. Adams told me, his Sid,” while bs was at Peinbroke College, | 


ec was careſſed and loved by all about him, was a gay and frolickſome fellow, 
and paſſed there the happieſt part of his life.” But this is a ſtriking proof 


of the fallacy of appearances, and how little. any of us know of the real | 
internal ſtate even of thoſe whom we ſee moſt frequently ; for the truth is, 


that he was then depreſſed by poverty, and irritated by diſcaſe. When! 


mentioned to him this account as given me by Dr. Adams, he faid, © Ah, 


Sir, I was mad and violent. It was bitterneſs which they miſtook for frolick. 


I was miſerably poor, and I cgi to fight my way by my literature and 
my wit; ſo I diſregarded all power and all authority.” - 2 

The Biſhop 'of Dromore obſerves in a letter to me, The pleaſins he 
took in vexing the tutors and fellows has been often mentioned. But I have 
heard him ſay, what ought to be recorded to the honour of the preſent vene- 


rable maſter of that C ollege, the Reverend William Adams, D. D. who Was 


then very young, and one of the junior fellows; that the mild but judicious 8 


8 expoſtulations of this worthy man, whoſe virtue awed him, and whoſe learn- 
ing he revered, made him a aſhamed of himſelf, «  _ 1 Rar (faid 


he) I was too proud to own it.” 


I have heard from ſome of his cotemporaries that he was ts gen 


lounging at the College gate, with a circle of young ſtudents round him, 


whom hi he was neee with wit, and 8 from their IS, i. not 


- 5 I had this anecdote from Dr. Adams, and Dr. Johnſn confirmed it. Bunn, in his 
Ke Jian, of Taſte,” has the ſame thought: _ | 
Sure, of all blockheads, ſchillare i are e the work, 2 


fpiriting 
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HE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. Dey 
Piring them up to rebellion ogra: 5 pes diſcipline, which 1 in his 1730. 
maturer years he ſo much extolled.” . 

He very early began to attempt keepibg: notes or PEERS Tag ben way 
of a diary of his life. I find, in a parcel of looſe leaves, the following ſpirited” - 
reſolution to contend againſt his natural indolence: OH. 1729. Defidie 
valedixt 3 fyrenis iſtius cantibus ſurdam poſthac aurem obverſurus.—I bid fare- 
vell to Sloth, being reſolved henceforth not to liſten to her ſyren ſtrains.” I 

have alſo. in my poſſeſſion a few leaves of another Libellus, or little book, 
entitled AxxALES, in which ſome of the early particulars of his hiſtory are 

regiſtered in Latin. 
1 do not find that he formed any cloſe 1 intimacies with his a e 
Zut Dr. Adams told me, that he contracted a love and regard for Pem- 
broke College, which he retained to the laſt. A ſhort time before his death 
he ſent to that College a preſent of all his Works; to be depoſited in their 
library, and he had thoughts of leaving to it His houſe at Lichfield; but his 
friends who were about him very properly diſſuaded him from it, and he be- 
queathed it to ſome poor relations. He took a pleaſure in boaſting of the many 
eminent men who had been educated at Pembroke. In this lift are found 
the names of Spenſer, Mr. Hawkins the Poetry Profeſſor, Mr. -Shenftone, : 


Etat. 2 * 2 


Sir William Blackſtone, and others®; , not forgetting. the celebrated . popular | TI, * 


preacher, Mr. George Whitefield, of whom, though Dr. Johnſon did not OOTY 


think very highly, it muſt be acknowledged that his eloquence was powerful. 


his views pious and charitable, his aſſiduity almoſt incredible; and, that ſince 
his death, the integrity of his character has been fully vindicated. Being 
himſelf a. poet, Johnſon was peculiarly happy in mentioning how many of 
the ſons of Pembroke were poets ; Keg with a ſmile of ſportve ee 
« Sir, we are a neſt of ſinging birds. 0 
He was not, however, blind to what * FORK the defects of 5 own 
College; and I have, from the information of Dr. Taylor, a very ſtrong 
inſtance of that rigid honeſty which he ever inflexibly preſerved. Taylor had 
obtained his father's conſent to be entered of Pembroke, that he might be 
with his ſchoolfellow Johnſon, with whom, though ſome years older than 
- himſelf, he was very intimate. This would have been a great comfort to 
Johnſon, But he fairly told Taylor that he could not, in conſcience, ſuffer 
him to enter where he knew he could not have an able tutor. He then made 
ney: all round the n and having found that Mr. Bateman, of 


6. See Nath's Hittory, of Worceſterſhire Vol, I. p. 529. 3 
f F Tia Chriſt- 
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Chriſt-Church, was the tutor of higheſt reputation, Taylor was entered of 
that College. Mr. Bateman's lectures were ſo excellent, that Johnſon uſed | 
to come and get them at ſecond-hand from Taylor, till his poverty being ſo 
extreme, that his ſhoes were worn aut, and his feet appeared through the 

he ſaw that this humiliating circumſtance was perceived by the Chriſt-churck, 
men, and he came no more. He was too proud to accept of money, and 
ſomebody having ſet a pair of new ſhoes at his door, he threw: them away 
with indignation. How muſt. we feet when we. read 5 0 an anecdote of 


Samuel Johnſon ! 

His ſpirited refuſal of an ele rer apply of Dock: aroſe, no doubt, 
from a proper pride. But, conſidering his aſcetick diſpoſition at times, as 
acknowledged by himſelf in his Meditations, and the exaggeration with 
which ſome have treated the peculiarities of his character, I ſhould not 
wonder to hear it aſcribed to a principle of ſuperſtitious mortification ; as we 
are told by Turſellinus, in his Life of St. Ignatius Loyola, that this intrepid 
founder of the order of Jefuits, when he arrived at Goa, after having made 
a ſevere pilgrimage through the eaſtern deſerts, perſiſted in wearing his 


7, - 4) miſerable ſhattered ſhoes, and when new ones were offered 12 5 1 chem 


an unſuitable indulgence. 


The res. anguſta domi prevented him from having the ee of a com- 
plete academical education. The friend to whom he had, truſted for ſupport 


— had deceived him. His debts in College, though not great, were increaſing; ; 


and his ſcanty remittances from Lichfield, which had all along been made 
with great difficulty, could be ſupplied no longer, his father having fallen 
into a ſtate of inſolvency.” Compelled, therefore, by irreſiſtible neceſſity, he 
left the College in autumn, 1731, without a Gans; having been a member 
of it little more than three years. .q honed; rr 

Dr. Adams, the worthy and reſpectable maſter of Pembroke C ollege, has 
IE had the reputation of being Johnſon's tutor. The fact, however, 
is, that in 1731 Mr. Jorden quitted the- College, and' his pupils- were tranſ- 
ferred to Dr. Adams; ſo that had Johnſon returned, Dr. Adams ould have 
been his tutor. It is to be wiſhed, that this oonnection had taken place. His 


equal temper, mild diſpoſition, and politeneſs of manners, might have inſen- | 


ſibly ſoftened the hanſhneſs of Johnſon; and infuſed into him thoſe more 


delicate charities, that petite morale, in which, it muſt be confeſſed, our great 
moraliſt was more deficient than his beſt, friends could fully juſtify. Dr. 


Adams paid Johnſon this high compliment. He ſaid to me at Oxford, in 


1776, « I was his nominal tutor, but he was above my mark.” When 1 
| | repeated 
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pen it to Johnſon, his eyes Aaſhed with grateful inen and he 


exclaimed, « That was liberal and noble.” . Aa 2 275 7 


And now (I had almoſt ſaid poor) Samuel Johnſon returned to his native 

city, deſtitute, and not knowing how. he ſhould gain even a decent livelihood: 
His father's misfortunes in trade rendered him unable to, ſupport his ſon; and 
for ſome time there appeared no means by which he could maintain himſelf. 
In the December of this year his father died. 


The ſtate of poverty in which he died, appears from a note in one of 
Johnſon”: s little diaries of the following year, which ſtrongly diſplays his ſpirit * 
and virtuous dignity of mind. © 1732, Julii 1 5. Undecim aureos depoſui, 
quo die quicquid ante matris funus ( quod ſerum fit precor ) de paternis bonis ſperari 
licet, viginti ſcilicet libras accepi. que adeo mihi fortuna fingenda eft. Interea, 
ne paupertate vires animi langueſcant, nec in flagitia egeſtas abigat, cavendum.— 
I ayed by eleven guineas on this day, when I received twenty pounds, being 
all that T have reaſon to hope for out of my father's effects, previous to the 

death of my mother; an event which I pray Gop may be very remote. I 
now, therefore, ſee that I muſt make my own fortune. Meanwhile, let me 
take care that the powers of my mind may not be debilitated by Poverty, 
and that indigence do not force me into any criminal act.“ >. 

| Johnſon was ſo far fortunate, that the reſpectable character of his parents, 
and his own merit, had, from his earlieſt years, ſecured him a kind reception 
in the beſt families at Lichfield. Among theſe I can mention Mr. Howard, 
Dr. Swinfen, Mr. Simpſon, Mr. Levett, Captain Garrick, father of the 
great ornament of the Britiſh ſtage; but above all, Mr. Gilbert Walmſley”, 
Regiſter of the Prerogative Court of Lichfield, whoſe character, long after 


his deceaſe, Dr. Johnſon has, in Ns life of Edmund Smith, thus drawn i . / 2. 


the glowing colours of gratitude: X7 (fur ne) af tera vo47 Prone de 
« Of Gilbert Walmſley, thus preſented to my mind, let me indulge 


myſelf in the remembrance. I knew him very early; he was one of the firſt 

friends that literature procured me, and I hope oh at leaſt, my gratitude 
made me worthy of his notice 

« He was of an advanced age, and I was only not a boy; yet he never 

| received my notions with contempt. He was a mig. with ol the virulence _ 


N 


7 Mr. Warton informs me, that this early wind of Johnſon was entered a Commoner of 
Trinity College, Oxford, aged 17, in 1698 ; and is the authour of many Latin verſe tranſla- 
tions in the Gentleman's Magazine. One of them is a tranſlation of | 
| « My dee, O ye Muſes, was happily ſpent, &c. : 

F. 2 Oy and 
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F THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
1 4) 1941, and; malevolence of his party; yet difference of opinion did not ech u 
; or ht — „ . apart. I honoured him, and he endured me. 
1 He had mingled with the gay world without exemption "ay its vices. or 
He fo its follies; but had never neglected the cultivation of his mind. His belief ; 
of revelation was unſhaken; his Karin gt his Nan _ ; he grew " 
firſt regular, and then pious. 

« His ſtudies had been ſo various,. "hue 1 am not able to 1 name a man of. 7 
equal knowledge. Hi is acquaintance with books was great, and what he did. 
not immediately know, he could, at leaſt, tell where to find. Such was his 
amplitude of learning, and ſuch his copiouſneſs of communication, that it 
may be doubted whether a day now | nh in . have not ſome advan- 
tage from his friendſhip. 

At this man's table I enjoyed many . and :nfirudtive hos with. 
companions, ſuch as are not often found—with one who has lengthened, and 
one who has gladdened life; with Dr. James, whoſe {kill in phyſick will be 
long remembered ; and with David Garrick, whom I hoped to have gratified 
with this character of our common friend. But what are the hopes of man! 
I am diſappointed by that ſtroke of death, which has eclipſed the gaiety of 
nations, .and impoveriſhed the publick. ſtock of harmleſs Pleaſure,” 3 
In theſe families he paſſed much time in his early years. In moſt of them, 
he was in the company of ladies, particularly. at Mr. Walmſley's, whoſe wife 
and ſiſters- in- law, of the name of Aſton, and daughters of a baronet, were 
remarkable for good breeding; ſo that the notion which has been induſtriou ſly - 
: circulated and. believed, that he never was in.good company till late i in life, 
and, conſequently, had been confirmed in coarſe and ferocious manners by 
long habits, is wholly. without foundation. Some of the ladies have affiired. 


me, they recollected him well 3 a youpg ma. as diſtin uiſhed for his 
carl Er K. —.— do fe E EE + flor i bw be oof 
And that this polirenels was not merely occafictial and temporary, or con- Le 
fined to the circles of Lichfield, is aſcertained by the teſtimony of a lady, ; 
who, in a paper with which I have been favoured by a daughter of his i intimate LL 
friend and phyſician, Dr, Lawrence,. thus def Hb s Dr. Johnſon ſome years ,s) 
afterwards ; _ aul 
c As the particulars of the former part of Dr. Toknſor? 8 - life do not ſeem 
to be very accurately known, a lady Hopes that. the following information 
may not be unacceptable.: 
« She remembers Dr. Johnſon on a viſit t to Dr. © Taylor, at Aſhbourn, ſome 


time between the end of the year 37, and the middle of the year 40; ſhe 
| rather 
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aber thinks it to have been after he and his wife were removed to London. 1 
During his ſtay at Aſhbourn, he made frequent viſits to Mr. Meynell, at 7 
Brodley, where his company was much deſired by the ladies of the family, 
who were, perhaps, in point of elegance and accompliſhments, inferiour to 
few of thoſe with whom he was afterwards acquainted. Mr. Meynell's eldeſt 
daughter was afterwards married to Mr. Fitzherbert, father to Mr. Alleyne 
Fitzherbert, lately miniſter to the court of Ruſſia. Of her, Dr. Johnſon faid, in 
Dr. Layrence's ſtudy, that ſhe had the beſt underſtanding he ever met with 
in any human being. At Mr. Meynell's he alſo commenced that friendſhip 
with Mrs. Hill Boothby, ſiſter to the preſent Sir Brook Boothby, which con- 
tinued till her death. The young woman whom he uſed to call Molly Aton“, 
was ſiſter to Sir Thomas Aſton, and daughter to a Baronet; ſhe was likewiſe 
ſiſter to the wife of his friend Mr. Gilbert Walmſley. Beſides his inti- 
macy with the above- mentioned perfons, who were ſurely people of rank 
and education, while he was yet at Lichfield he uſed: to be frequently = 
dhe houſe of Dr. Swinfen, a gentleman of a very ancient family in Stafford- 
ſhire,. from which, after the death of his elder brother, he inherited a good 
eſtate. He was, beſides, a phyſician of very extenſive practice; but for 
want of due attention to the management of his domeſtic concerns, left a 
very large family in indigence. One of his daughters, Mrs. Deſmoulins, 
afterwards found an afylum. i in the houſe of her old friend, whoſe doors were 
always open to the unfortunate, and who well obſerved the Prevent of the 
goſpel, for he was kind to the unthankful and to the evil.” : 
In the forlorn ſtate of his circumſtances he accepted of an hs to be 
employed as uſher in the ſchool of Market-Boſworth, in Leiceſterſhire, to 
which it appears, from one of his little fragments of a diary, that he went 
on foot, on the 16th of July,. —“ Julii 16. Bofvortiam pedes petii. But it is 
not true, as has been erroneouſly related, that he was aſſiſtant to the famous 
Anthony Blackwall, whoſe merit has been honoured by the teſtimony of 
Biſhop Hurd, who was his ſcholar; for Mr. Blackwall died on the 8th of | 
2 17305, more than a year before Johnſon left the Univerſity. 

This employment was very irkſome to him in every reſpect, and he com- 
plained grievouſly of it in his letters to his friend Mr. Hector, who was now 
ſettled as a ſurgeon at Birmingham. The letters are loſt; but Mr. Hector 
recolle&s his writing © that the poet had deſcribed the dull ſameneſs of his 

exiſtence in theſe words, Vitam continet una dies (one day contains the whole 


The words of Sir John Hawkins, p. 326. — © dee Gent, Mag. Dec. 1784; p. 957: 
= - | of 
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of my life); that it was unvaried as the note of the cuckow; and that he 
did not know whether it was more diſagreeable for him to teach, or the boys 
to learn, the grammar rules.” His general averſion to this painful drudgery 
was greatly enhanced by a diſagreement between him and Sir Woolſton 
Dixey, the patron of the ſchool, in whoſe houſe, I have been told, he officiated 
as a kind of domeſtick chaplain, fo far, at leaſt, as to ſay grace at table, but was 
treated with what he repreſented as intolerable harſhneſs ; and, after ſuffering 
for a few months ſuch complicated miſery, he relinquiſhed a ſituation which 
all his life afterwards he recollected with the ſtrongeſt averſion, and even a 
degree of horrour. But it is probable that at this period, whatever uneaſi- 


neſs he may have endured, he laid the foundation; of much future eminence 


by application to his ſtudies, 

Being now again totally unoccupied, he was invited * Mr. H . to 
paſs ſome time with him at min ee as his gueſt, at the houſe of Mr. 
Warren, with whom Mr. Hector and boarded. Mr. Warren was the 
firſt eſtabliſhed bookſeller in e wie and was very attentive to Johnſon, 


who he ſoon found could be of much ſervice to him in his trade, by his 


knowledge of literature; and he even obtained the aſſiſtance of his pen in 
furniſhing ſome numbers of a periodical Eſſay printed 1 in the newſpaper, of 
which Warren was proprietor. ' After very diligent inquiry, I have not been 


able to recover thoſe early ſpecimens of that particular IPG of writing by 


which Johnſon afterwards ſo greatly diſtinguiſhed himſelf, . | 
He continued to live as Mr. Hector's gueſt for hae "fix. months, and 


then hired lodgings in another part of the town, finding himſelf as well 


ſituated at Birmingham as he ſuppoſed he could be any where, while he had 
no ſettled plan of life, and very ſcanty means of ſubſiſtence. He made ſome 
valuable acquaintances there, amongſt whom were Mr. Porter, a mercer, 
whoſe widow he afterwards married, and Mr. Taylor, who by his ingenuity 
in mechanical inventions, and his ſucceſs in trade, acquired an immenſe 
fortune. But the comfort of being near Mr. Hector, his old ſchoolfellow 
and intimate friend, was Johnſon's chief inducement to continue here. 

In what manner he employed his pen at this period, or whether he derived 
from it any pecuniary advantage, I have not been able to aſcertain. He 
probably got a little money from Mr. Warren; and we are certain, that he 
executed here one piece of literary labour, of which Mr. Hector has favoured 


me with a minute account. Having mentioned that he had read at Pembroke 


College a Voyage to Abyſſinia, by Lobo, a Portugueſe jeſuit, and that he 
ought an abridgement and tranſlation. of it from, the French 1 into Engliſh 
a might 
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might be an n uſeful and profitable publication, Mr. Warren and Mr. Hector 


joined in urging him to undertake it. He accordingly agreed; and the 
book not being to be found in Birmingham, he borrowed it of Pembroke 
College. A part of the work being very ſoon done, one Oſborn, who was 
Mr. Warren's: printer, was ſet to work with what was ready, and Johnſon 
engaged to ſupply the preſs with copy as it ſhould be wanted; but his con- 
ſtitutional indolence ſoon prevailed, and the work was at a ſtand. Mr. 
Hector, who knew that a motive of humanity would be the moſt prevailing 


argument with his friend, went to Johnſon, and repreſented to him, that the 


printer could have no other employment till this undertaking was finiſhed, 


and that the poor man and his family were ſuffering. Johnſon upon this 
exerted the powers of his mind, though his body was relaxed. He lay in 


bed with the book, which was a quarto, before him, and diftated while Hector 
wrote. Mr. Hector carried the ſheets to the preſs, and corrected almoſt all the 
proof ſheets, very few of which were ehen ſeen by Johnſon. In this manner, 
with the aid of Mr. Hector s active friendſhip, the book was completed, 
and was publiſhed in-T 35, with Lond 0 upon the title-page, though it 
was in reality printed at Birmingham, a device too common with provincial 


publiſhers. For this worl he had from Mr. Warren only the ſum of five 
guineas. 1 4 nut Wop ha Here gu . fe 4 (a2, 


This being the firſt 7384 work of Johnſon, it is a curious object of 


inquiry how much may be traced! in it of that ſtyle which marks his ſub- 
ſequent Writings with ſueh pecyliar excellence ; with fo happy an union of 
force, vivacity, and perſpicuity. I have peruſed the book with this view, and 
have found that here, as I believe in every other tranſlation, there is in the 
work itſelf no veſtige of the tranflator's own ſtyle ; for the language of tranſ- 
lation being adapted to the thoughts of another perſon, inſenſibly follows 
their caſt, and, as it were, runs into a mould that is ready prepared. 


Thus, for inſtance, taking the firſt ſentence that occurs at the opening of 


the book, p. 4. I lived here above a year, and completed my ſtudies in 
divinity; in which time ſome letters were received from the fathers in' 
Ethiopia, with an account that Sultan Segned, Emperour of Abyſlinia, was 


converted to the church of Rome; that many of his ſubjects had followed 5 


is example, and that there was a great Want of miſſionaries to improve theſe 
proſperous beginnings. Every body was very deſirous of ſeconding the zeal 


of our fathers, and of ſending them the aſſiſtance they requeſted; to which 


we were the more encouraged, becauſe the Emperour's letter informed our 
Provincial, int we e might eaſily enter his dominions by the way of Dancala; 
L but, 
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I . 33: butz unhappily, the ſecretary, wrote. Geila for Dancala, which cot t two of our 


tat. 
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Flu, they ſhould believe him who cannot contradict himg- a 


fathers their lives. 25 Every one acquainted with Johnſon's manner will be 
ſenſible that: there is nothing of it here, * * this e mann have * 
compoſed by any other man. 5 
But, in the Preface, the Johnſonian fvle ee 3 tae; Wg 
uſe had not yet taught his wing a permanent and equable flight, there are 
parts of it which exhibit his beſt manner in full vigour. I had once the 
pleaſure of -examining.it with, Mr. Edmund Burke, who confirmed me in this 
opinion, by his ſuperiour critical agacity, and . 1 ee, much 
delighted with the following ſpecimen: 8 | 
.: 4 The Portugueſe traveller, contrary to: the r X yein of bs 8 
men, has amuſed his reader with no romantick: abſurdity, or incredible, fictions ; 
whatever he relates, whether true or not, is at leaſt probable ; and he who 


tells nothing exceeding the bounds of probability, has a + Fight to demand At 


x. 


w_ He appears, by his modeſt. and unaffected "narration, to de deſcribed 
| things. as he ſaw them, to have copied nature from- the life, and to have 
conſulted his ſenſes, not his imagination. He meets with no baſiliſks that 
deſtroy with their eyes, his crocodiles devour their prey without tears, and his 
cataracts fall from the rocks without deatening the neighbouring inhabitants. 
« The reader will here find no regions curſed with irremediable barrenneſs, 
or bleſſed with ſpontaneous fecundity ;, no perpetual gloom, or unceaſing ſun- 
ſhine; nor are the nations here deſcribed either devoid. of all ſenſe of huma- 
nity, or conſummate in, all private or ſocial virtues. Here are no Hottentots 
without religious polity or articulate language; no Chineſe perfectly polite, 
and completely ſkilled in all ſciences ; he will diſcover, what will always be 
diſcovered by. a diligent and impartial enquirer, that wherever human nature 
is to be found, there is a mixture of vice and virtue, a conteſt of paſſion and 
reaſon; and that the Creator doth not appear partial in his diſtributions, but 
has balanced, in moſt e, their Fe inconveniencies by Par- 
ticular favours.” 3 
H ere we have an 8 PSA X that bahnt and pr 8 | 
ts upon innumerable occaſions, in his ſubſequent life, Juſtly e the 


. . = world with the higheſt admiration. yC 
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Nor can any one, converſant with the writings of. 3 fal to dicers ; 
. his hand in this paſſage of the Dedication to John Warren, Eſq. of Pem- 
brokeſhire, though it is aſcribed. to Warren the. bookſeller. « A generous. 


and elevated mind is e by Wy: more certainly than an eminent 
degrer 


Tar LIFE. OF DR. JOHNSON. 1 e = 
degree of curioſity ; nor is that curioſity ever more agreeably or uſefully em. , 1 | 
ployed, than in examining the laws and cuſtoms of foreign nations. I hope, E „ wg, - VM 
therefore, the preſent Iknow preſume to make, will not be thought 1mproper ; 29 he '- 
which, however, 4t:8':not my - buſineſs as a * to commend, nor 
as a bookſeller to depreciate.” | 
It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that his TOONS been thus 3 led to a ; 2 PZ 4:43 
particular ſtudy of the hiſtory and manners of Abyſlinia® was the remote 85 Au , ” 
occaſion of his writing, many years afterwards, his admirable philoſophical 5 70 „ © 2 Z tut WM 


5 _ the principal ſcene of which is laid in that country. 2. LA wp 0 P fous Emma 
Juohnſon returned to Lichfield early in 1734, and in Auguſt that year he 4 [hah .. 7 . 22 
made an attempt to procure ſome little ſubſiſtence by his pen; for he publiſned FA A . 2 
propoſals for printing by ſubſcription the Latin poems of Politian : - Augel i A $2 / . e. 1 
Politiani Poemata Latina, quibus, Notas, cum hiſtorid Latine pogſeos, à Petrarche © 9 „ 14. Tn 
evo ad Politiani tempora dedut#d, et vita Palitiani _ quam antibac enarratd, | 
addidit Sam. Joynson*;,” : 1 
It appears that his brother N athanget had taken up his father” $ ads; tor i 1 „ = 
is mentioned, that neren are taken in by the Editor, or N. Johnſo n, | 8 A 


bookſeller, of Lichfield,” Notwithſtanding the merit of Johnſon, and the 
cheap price at which this tranſlation, with its accompanyments, was offered, : „ 
there were not ſubſcribers enough to inſure a ſufficient ſale; ſo che work N = 
never appeared, - and, probably, never was executed. | | „ 
We find him again this year at Birmingham, and there is preſerved the 
following letter from him to Mr. Edward Cave*, the original compiler and 
editor or the Gentieman' 8 Magazine : : 


£2: To o Mr. c AVE. | 
_ 4 SIR, Fx Nov. 25, 1734. 

| AS you appear no leſs ſenſible than your readers of the defects of 
your poetical article, you will not be diſpleaſed, if, in order to the improve- - 
ment of it, I communicate to you the ſentiments of a perſon, who will = | 1 
undertake, on reaſonable terms, ſometimes to fil a column. 8 | . 


* The book was to contain more than thirty ſheets, the price to be two ſhillings and fix-penc* 
at the time of ſubſcribing, and two ſhillings and en at the delivery of a perfect book ir 
quires. 
Miſs Cave, the Grand-niece of Mr. Edward Cave, has obligingly ſhewn me the originals of 
this and the other letters of Dr.Johnſon, to him, which were firſt publiſhed in the Gentleman's | 
Magazine, with notes by Mr. John Nichols, the worthy and indefatigable editor of that 3 


valuable miſcellany, ſigned N; ſome of which I fall n tranſcribe in the courſe of >. 

this work. . 1 | i | 4 

| ? | 5 'G | | | cc His 3 
0 * 25 ; 
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3 5 halle 4 / os — na” His opinion is, that the publick would not give you a bad reception, if, 
| . rt On... beſide the current wit of » the month, which a critical examination would 


jr 22 * hy generally reduce to a narrow compals, you admitted not only poems, inſcrip- 
N „ tions, &c. never printed before, which he will fometimes ſupply you with; 
3 | 1 2 1875 LU, but likewiſe ſhort literary diſſertations in Latin or Engliſh, critical remarks on. 


=_ ,, 7, 1 , 4 3 , authours ancient or modern, forgotten poems that deſerve revival, or looſe | 
1 4/09 „ . pieces, like Floyer's, worth preſerving. By this method your literary article, 


. for ſo it might be called, will, he thinks, be better recommended to the 
Ii { 2 AE 18 85 publick, than by low Jjeſts, ER n or the dull ſcurrilities of 
„ either party. | 


If ſuch a ase will by agreeable. to you, þe EAR to inform 

me in two poſts, what the conditions are on which you ſhall expect it. Your 

Mie offer! gives me no reaſon to diftruſt your ogra K you engage in 

any literary projects beſides this paper, I have other defigns to impart, if I 
could be ſecure from having others reap the advantage of what I ſhould hint. 

e Lour letter, by being directed to S. Smith, to be 989 at me mu in 

Birmingham, Warwickſhire, will reach © © . 

8 | 3 CC Tour humble ſervant pot” 


4 — — 
. > ; 
* vous » 1 
nw 8 , - 
; , 


_— —_—_— ... Mr. g has put 2 note on this letter, « Andmeſed Dec. 2. But 
= whether any thing was done in conſequence of it we are not informed.” | 
——=—= - Johnſon had, from his early youth, been ſenſible to the influence of le 
| = 5 charms. When at Stourbridge ſchool, he was much enamoured of Olivia 
| | —_ 5 Iloyd, a young quaker, to whom he wrote a copy of verſes, which I have 
. not been able to recover; and I am affured by Miſs Seward, that he con- 
ceived a tender paſſion for Miſs Lucy Porter, daughter of the lady whom he 
afterwards married. Miſs Porter was ſent very young on a viſit to Lichfield, 
where Johnſon had frequent opportunities of ſeeing: and admiring her; and 
he addreſſed to her the OY "OD, on her nn him with a Mole 
gay of myrtle 


cc What hopes, what terrors s does thy gift create, 


ct . Ambiguous emblem of uncertain fate: 
„The myrtle, enſign of ſupreme command, 


Conſign d by Venus to Meliſſa's hand; 37 
Not leſs capricious than a reigning oY "6p © © 


7" | Now grants, and now rejects a lover's prayer. 


> A prize of fifty 8 for the beſt poem on Life, Death, Jodgenent, Heaven, and 
Hell. See Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. * p- 560. N. 
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In Myrtle ſhades oft ſings the hejont oo SS v 1 
n Myrtle ſhades deſpairing ghoſts complain; Fat. 25. 4 
The myrtle crowns the happy lovers” heads, | 1 

c The unhappy lovers“ grave the myrtle ſpreads : f # 

O then the meaning of thy gift impart, 0 . ͤK„ 


« And eaſe the throbbings of an anxious heart! | 
HOW: SH VOOR BOL” as yOUThall" fie Nis dborn, F: „ 
kit Adorn Tae s Head e his tomb. can wel 
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His nile 9 to = fiir ſex were, ne very franſient ; and* 
it is certain, that he formed no criminal connection whatſoever. Mr. Hector, 
who lived with him in his younger days in the utmoſt intimacy and ſocial 
freedom, has aſſured me, that even at that ardent ſeaſon his conduct was 
ſtrictly virtuous in that reſpect; and that though he loved to exhilarate him- „ | 
\ ſelf with wine, he never knew him intoxicated but once. | 55 3 
In a man whom religious education has ſecured from EP 1ndul- — 
Wy petices, the paſſion of love, when once it has ſeized him, is exceedingly a 

ſtrong; being unimpaired by diſſipation, and totally concentrated in one 6 k 

object. This was experienced by Johnſon,” when he became the fervent 
admirer of Mrs. Porter, after her firſt- huſband's death. Miſs Porter told 
me, that when he was firſt introduced to her mother, his appearance was very 
forbidding : He was then lean and lank, ſo that his immenſe ſtructure of 
bones was kideouſly ſtriking to the eye, and the ſcars of the ſcrophula were 
deeply viſible. He alſo wore his hair, which was ſtraight and ſtiff, and ſepa- 
rated behind; and he often had, ſeemingly, convulſive ſtarts and odd 
geſticulations, which tended to excite at once ſurpriſe and ridicule. Mrs. 
Porter was ſo much engaged by his converſation that ſhe overlooked all theſe 
external difadvantages, „and faid to her 288122 « this is the moſt ſenſible e | 
man char I ever ſaw in mY life.” | — Feet 
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| D Mrs. Piozzi, in her Anecdotes, » aſſerts that Johnſon wrote this effuſion of elegant tender- 
neſs not in his own perſon, but for a friend who was in love, But that lively lady is as inaccurate 
in this inſtance as in many others; for Miſs Seward writes to me“ 7 row thoſe verſes were 
addreſſed to Lucy Porter, when he was enamoured of her in his boyiſh days, two or three years 
before he had ſeen her mother, his future wife. He wrote them at my grandfather* s, and gave 
them to Lucy in the preſence of my mother, to whom he ſhewed them on the inſtant. . © She uſed. 
to repeat them to me, when I aſked her for the verſes Dr. Fohnſon gave her on a ſprig of myztle, 
which he had ſtolen or begged from her boſom. We all know honeſt Lucy Porter to have been i inca- 
2 of the mean 2 of applying to herſelf a compliment not intended „0 her,” . 


G 2 | Though 


8 f ? _- 


3 TIES | Though Mrs. Fer was; is aha ah of Ser hy 88 and 
. Lo 8 * manner, as deſcribed to. me by the late Mr. Garrick, Zan by no means 
FW © |. pleaſing to others, ſhe muſt have had a ſuperiority of | and 
J + , - + as the certainly inſpired him with a more than ordinar | 
5 22 e e , | having ſignified her willingneſs to accept of his band, he went to Lichfield 
DR he to aſk his mother's conſent to the marriage, which, he could not but be con- 
Ry 4. ſcious was a very imprudent ſcheme, both on Dem paß their diſparity | 
of years, and her want of fortune. But Mrs. 
| ardour of her ſon's pa whe too 
WE Rd. „ FR EY pag 62 . 5 ry | 
1 5 5 I know not for Ws So the. marriage eren ce js performed a0 LH 
== „ - Birmingham; but a reſolution was 5. taken- that- it ſhould be at Derby, for - . 
—_— vrhich place the bride and bridegroom ſet out on horſeback, I ſuppoſe in very n 
1 i df — good humour. But though Mr. Topham Beauclerk uſed D to mention * 
= 4 . 4 fel Th ſ Tohnfor 8 having told him, with much gravity, K Sir, it was a loye- marriage 2 
U upon both ſides,” I have had from my illuſtrious-friend the following curious , 
- gth Joly, account of their journey to church upon the nuptil morn. Sir, ſhæ had bool 
read the old romances, and had got into her head the fantaſtical notion that 4 l. 
a woman of ſpirit ſnould uſe her lover like a dog. So, Sir, at firſt ſhe told 
os that I rode too faſt, and ſhe could not keep up with me; and, when 
rode a little lower, ſhe paſſed me, and complained that I lagged behind. I 
was not to be made the ſlave of caprice; and I reſolved to begin as I meant 
to end. I therefore puſhed on briſkly, - till I was fairly « out of her ſight. . The 
5 road lay between two hedges, ſo I Was ſure the could not miſs i it; and J con- 
27 trived that ſhe ſhould foon, come VP with me. When the did, I. obſe * 
her to be in tears. 12 | 
This, it muſt be 1 was a 2 88 of eie 1 
ba there is no doubt that Johnſon, though he thus ſhewed a manly firmneſs, 
Re” proved a moſt affectionate and indulgent huſband to the laſt moment of Mrs. 
g — Johnſon's life; and in his « Prayers and Meditations,” we find very remark- 
e. able ing that his n regard 10 fondneſs tor her never ceaſed, even after 
2 of 27 — back for up A private ; academy, for whikh 8 he hired a large 
„ eee houſe, well ſituated near his native city. In the Gentleman's Magazine for 
het wage? LS apy 1736, there is the following advertiſement : © At Edial, near Lichfield, in 
ho RF 7 2 Sa7s,” Staffordſhire, young gentlemen are. boarded and taught the Latin and Greek 
2 7 - languages, by Sau, Joxnson.” But the only pupils that were put under 


f — — Ichis care were the celebrated David * and his ur, George, and a 
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xu trr or bk. TJoungon. 
ly, a young gentlemari of good. fortune, 


higheſt attention and reſpect of mankind. Had ſuch an advertiſement 
appeared after the publication of his 'Lowpon or his RAMRLER, or his 
Dierionakv, how would it have burſt upon the world! with what eagerneſs | 
— v7 Lach, þ 

_ would the great and the wealthy have: embraced an opportunity of putting 
their ſons under the learned tuitivn of Sauu¹ JoHNSOW. The truth, how- 


ever, is, that he was not ſo well qualified for being a teacher of elements, 


of mind. His own acquiſitions had been made by fits and ſtarts, by violent 
wy irruptions 1 into the regions of knowledge ; and it could not be expected that 
his impatience would be ſubdued, and his impetuoſity reſtrained, ſo as to fit 


who devote themſelves to this employment, and do their duty with diligence 
5 and ſucceſs, are entitled to very high reſpect from the community, as Johnſon 


: got only not required for this office, but render a man leſs fit for it. 
While we acknowledge the youll” of Thomſon I beautiful ; mal, 


, And teach the young idea how to ſhoot !” ov 4 4 Hort e 6h 


me FRET” conſider that this delight i is perceptible only by: « a mind at caſe,” 
2 mind at once calm and clear; but that a mind gloomy and impetuous like 
that of Johnſon, cannot be fixed for any length of time in minute attention, 
and-muſt be ſo. frequently irritated by unavoidable ſlowneſs and errour in the 
fs advances of ſcholars, as to perform the duty with little pleaſure to o the | teacher, 
ag 4 and no great advantage to the pupils. Good temper is a moſt eſſential requi- 
fte in a e e Horace paints the character as bland : 


* 


1 


—— Ut pueris olim dant cruſtula blandi 


_ — cc  Dotiores, elementa velini ui al iſcere prima.” 


on ohnſon was not more fatisfied with his ſituation as the Wer of an 
8 than with that of the uſher of a ſchool; we need not wonder, there- 


his pupils. His oddities of manner, and uncouth geſticulations „could not 
but be the fubje& of merriment to them; and, in particular, the young 


. 


Mr. Offet who died early, As yet, 7. 
dis name bad nothing of chat celebrity whidh afterwards commanded the Fat 25 
and a conductor in learning by regular gradations, as men of inferiour powers 


him for a quiet guide to novices. The art of communicating inſtruction, of 
whatever kind, is much to be valued ; and I have ever thought that thoſe 


> 2 > oo Delightful taſk ! to rear the tler thought, ES. , OP 2 75. 


fore, that he did not keep his academy above a year and a half. From Mr. 
Garrick's account he did not appear to have. been profoundly reverenced by 


gn uſed | to liſten at the door of his bed- chamber, and peep through the 


45. 


himſe$k; often maintained Yet I am of opinion, that the greateſt abilities are Et 2 


„ i ner on DB. JOHN SOM: 

1735- key-hole, that: they. might turn into ridicule: his tumultuous and -aukward 
- ET 1 for Mrs. Johnſon; whom he uſed to name by the familiar appel- 
lation of Tetty or Tetfy, which, like Betty or Betfy, is provincially uſed as a 

[5 + contraction for Elizabeth, her chriſtian name, but which to us ſeems ludicrous, 
„4. por oe FIG when applied to a womart of her age and appearance. Mr. Garrick deſcribed 
| Tar * [ her to me as very fat, with a boſom of more than ordinary protuberance, 
hs Done nf L with ſwelled cheeks, of a florid red; produced by thick painting, and 
CS 401 [ increaſed by the liberal uſe of cordials; flaring and fantaſtick in her dreſs, 
PT, 14 and affected bot in her ſpeech and her general behaviour. 1 have ſeen 
Wot Garrick exhibit her, by his exquiſite talent for mimickry, ſo as to excite the 
heartieſt burſts of laughter; but he, probably, as is the caſe 1 in all ſuch 7 

25 0 ſentations, conſiderably. aggravated the picture. 1 5 

4 1 — That Johnſon well knew the moſt proper courſe to be ied in the inſtruc- 

, tion of youth, is authentically aſcertained by the following paper in his own 
5 2 fees hand-writing, given about this 8 to a e and now in the mo. 

bon on Mr. 5285 e bs > 


„ a 
* 5 


” 


> seng ur fir the rtr . Gau, SCHOOL, 


« WHEN the introduction, or + formation of n nouns and verbs, i is retten 


| maſtered, let them learn 
« Corderius by Mr. Clarke, beginning at the Hons time to tranſlate out of 


5 the nodueüon, 8 55 this means my my learn the nee Then. let 


| 2 in an Engliſh Callin, ip the Go 9 Ig 5 

MG Claſs IE. Learns. e and Cornelius Nepos, or Juſtin, wich the 
be N. B. 25 he firſt claſs gets ks their it every. eins the Jen which 

they have learned before, and in the Te earns the Latin rules of the 


nouns and verbs. 


« They are examined i in 2 rules which they hn learned every Thad 
and Saturday. 
4e The ſecond claſs doth the fame 3 in E afterwards 
their part is in the irregular nouns and verbs; and in the rules for making and 
m_ verſes. They are examined as the firſt, _ 
« Claſs-HI. Ovid's Metamorphoſes in the morning, and Carlar's Commen- 
aries in the afternoon. 
E Pradtiſe in the Latin rules till they are perfett indem, afterwards in Mr. , 
Lecds: 8 Greek Grammar. Examined as before. 


ce 3 


"Ss 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. OEM 
de Afterwurds they proceed to Virgil, beginning at che fame time to vrite 


for our advantage to apply yourſelf wholly to the languages, till you go to 
* . The Greek authoun think it ps on to read arc theſe : 
Cebes. 
Ws. Zlian. TONES 
Lucian by Leeds. 
de Xenophon. 


Attick. 


« Homer. Ionick. 
« Theocritus. Dorick. 
« Euripides. Attick and Dorick. 


c Thus you will i tolerably ſkilled in all the dialects, beginning with the 
Attick, to which the reſt muſt be referred. 


$6: In the ſtudy of Latin, it is proper not to read the latter e till you 


ae well verſed in thoſe of the pureſt ages; as, Terence, Tully, Cæſar, 
Salluſt, Nepos, Velleius Paterculus, Virgil, Horace, Phædrus. 


The greateſt and moſt neceſſary taſk ſtill remains, to attain a habit of 


expreſſion, without which ann! is of little uſe. This is neceſſary in Latin, 
and more neceſſary in Engliſh ; and can only be acquired by 2 daily imitation 
of the beſt and correcteſt er ge 


« Sam. JOHNSON.” 


5 IN Johnſon kept his 8 there can be no doubt that he was in- 


0 ſenſibly furniſhing his mind with various knowledge; but I have not diſcovered 
that he wrote any thing except a great part of his tragedy of IX VE. Mr. Peter 
| Garrick; the elder brother-of David,. told me that he remembered Johnſon's 
: borrowing the Turkiſh Hiſtory of him, in order to form his play from ir. 

When he had finiſhed ſome part of it, he read what he had done to Mr. 


Walmſley, who objected to his having already brought his heroine into great 


diſtreſs, and aſked him * how can you poſſibly contrive to plunge her into 


deeper calamity?” Johnſon, in fly alluſion to the ſuppoſed oppreſſive pro- 
ceedings of the court of which Mr. Walmſley was fe, replied, “ Sir, 1 


can put her into the Spiritual Court !” 
Mr. Walmſley, however, was well pleaſed wh this proof of Johnſon's 
abilities as a dramatick writer, and adviicd tum to finiſh the 4 and 


5 5 it on the ſtage. 


Johnſon 
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themes and verſes, and to learn Greek; from thence paſſing on e e 28. 


Kc. as ſhall ſeem moſt proper. 
© "WY know not well what books to direct you to, becauſe you have not 
; informed me what ftudy you will apply yourſelf to. I believe it will be moſt 
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a * HE LIFE or DR. 10 HNS ON. 
| { 5 1 Johnſon now thought of trying his fortune: 1n London, the great field of 
85 3 1 genius and exertion, where talents of every kind have the fulleſt ſcope, and 


—_— dtzße higheſt encouragement. It is a memorable circumſtance that his pupil 
it | 5 8 | 0 David Garrick went thither at the ſame time, with intention to complete his 
.\ 1 education, and. follow! the profeſſion of the mans from n he was ſoon 
diverted by his decided preference for the ſtage. 05 n 

| This joint expedition of thoſe two eminent men to the n was 
— „ 0 many years afterwards noticed in an allegorical poem on Shakipeare's - | 
| = AH? pe + Mulberry Tree, by Mr. Lovibond, the en authour of 12 AR Tres 

7 3 — of Old May-day. 9 
They were recommended to Mr. Colſon, an ent marhemmician und 
/- maſter of an academy, by the wing letter nom Mr. Ln 0 


= 
N 2 
TE 
SE. 
END 
N 
IP 


. To the ; Reverend Mr. Coug0x. 0 

j 0 £ " | Lichfield, eee 1757. 

x job 4 44 de PL 81. 

e eee, I had the favour of yours, ts obliged to you; but 
bt low, „ cannot ſay 1 had a greater affection for you upon it than I had before, being 

5 Hes fo + at long ſince ſo much. endeared to you, as well by an early friendſhip, as by 

4 * . 1 your many excellent and valuable qualifications; and, had I a ſon of my own, 

| 7% 
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. te br would be my ambition, inſtead of e * to * me to * 
le, 1 of him as this goung gentleman i . 


1294 e He, and another neighbour of mine, one - Mr. n Johnſon, "TIER | 
Uh 4-42 | | this morning for London together. Davy Garrick is to be with you early 

. the next week, and Mr. Johnſon to try his fate with a tragedy, and to ſee to 
=_ VVV» himſelf employed in ſome tranſlation, either from the Latin or the 
N 1 3 ; VT £ French. | Johnſon is a very good ſcholar and poet, and I have great hopes 
—_— . will turn out a fine tragedy-writer. If it ſhould any way lie in your way, 
5 doubt not bias you would be e to recommend and aſſiſt your countryman, 


* c G. WALMSLEY,” 

How he ei himſelf upon GY his firſt coming to 1 is not 
particularly known. | I never heard that he found any protection or encourage- 
ment by the means of Mr. Colſon, to whoſe academy David Garriek went. 
| Mrs. Lucy Porter told me, that Mr. Walmſley gave him a letter of intro- 
duction to Lintot his bookſeller, and that Johnſon wrote ſome things for him; 
but] imagine this to be a miſtake, for I haye diſcovered no trace of it, and 
I am pretty ſure he told me, that Mr. Cave Was the; firſt ee by whom 
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He had a little money when he came to Moen, ab he knew how he could 1737. 
hve i in the cheapeſt manner. His firſt lodgings were at the houſe of Mr. e N 
Norris, a ſtaymaker, in Exeter-ſtreet, adj oining Catharine-ſtreet, in the 
strand. e dined (ſaid he) very well for eigh -pence, Wich very good 
, company, at the Pine Apple in Negſtreet, juſt by. Several of them had. 

travelled. They expected to meet every day; but did not know one another's. 
. names. It uſed to coſt the reſt a ſhilling, for they drank wine ; but I had 
| Haw, @ cut of meat for lix-pence, and bread for a penny, and gave the waiter a 
penny; ſo that I was quite well ſerved, nay, better than the reſt, for wy 
gave the waiter nothing.” 4 ke el he Jeet — 3 


He at this time, I believe, abſtained entirely from e 1 A 95 5 _— i 
orafiice to which he rigidly conformed for nr years together, at different Z 
periods of his 8 | | „ 
His Orzl L us in the Art of living i in 5 5 have heard him hw was an „„ , | 


Iriſh painter, whom he knew at Birmingham, and who had practiſed his ei,; ox I. Ae. „ 
precepts of œconomy for ſeveral years in the Britiſh capital. He affured , PRE TL Bo 


: 5 3 2 4 | 

Johnſon, who, I ſuppoſe, was then meditating to try his fortune in London, 3 50 2 2 20 4 
7 A a2 15 : — — 5 * 

but was apprehenſive of the expence, * that thirty pounds a year was enough 1 „e, 


enable a man to live there without being contempti ible. He allowed ten pounds 
for clothes and linen. He ſaid a man might live in a garret at eighteen-pence | 
a week ; few people would inquire where he lodged; and if they did, it was "== 
eaſy to ſay, Sir, I am to be found at ſuch a place.” By ſpending three-pence | R 
in a coffee-houſe, he might be for ſome hours every day in very good com- —_— 
pany; he might dine for ſix-pence, breakfaſt on bread and milk for a penny, a” - 
and do without ſupper. On clean-fhirt-day he went abroad, and paid viſits.” 7 3 1 
I have heard him more than once talk of this frugal friend, whom he recol- „„ 1 
lected with eſteem and kindneſs, and did not like to have any one ſmile at _— 
the recital. © This man (ſaid he, gravely,) was a very ſenſible man, who FE 1 
perfectly underſtood common affairs: a man of a great deal of knowledge 
of the world, freſh from life, not ſtrained through books. He borrowed a 
horſe and ten pounds at Birmingham. Finding himſelf maſter of ſo much 
money, he ſet off for Weſt Cheſter, in order to get to Ireland. He returned | 
| the horſe, and probably the ten pounds too, after he got home.“ 5 - EI 
. Conſidering Johnſon's narrow circumſtances in the early part of his life, . 

and particularly at the intereſting æra of his launching into the ocean of 
London, it is not to be wondered at, that an actual inſtance, proved by expe; 
rience, of the poſſibility of enjoying the intellectual luxury of ſocial life, upon 
2 "ay ſmall i Jncowe, ſhoyd deeply engage his attention, and be eyer recol: 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON: 


1737. ledcted by him as a Send of much importance. He amuſed kinifelr 


I remember, by computing how much more expence was abſolutely neceſſary 
to live upon the ſame ſcale with that which his friend deſcribed, when the 


value of money was diminiſhed by the progreſs of commerce. It ck Fe 


| eſtimated that double the money might ne with difficulty be ſufficient, | 


Amidft this cold obſcurity, there was one brilliant circumſtance to wer 
him ; he was well acquainted with Mr. Henry Hervey, - one of the branches 
of the noble family of that name, who had been quartered at Lichfield as an 
officer of the army, and had at this time a houſe; in London, where Johnſon was 


frequently entertained; and had an oppdrtunity'of meeting genteel company. 


Not very long before his death, he mentioned this, among other particulars 


of his life, which he was kindly communicating to me; and he deſcribed this 


early friend “ Harry Hervey,” thus: «© He was a vicious man, but very 


3 


N qe for ſome time to lodgings at Greenwich, where he proc 


kind to me. If you. call a dog Hexvey, I ſhall love him.” 
He told me he had now written only three acts of his IRENE, 15 that he 
eeded in it 


hat farther, and uſed to compoſe, ar h in the Park 15 17 did not 


FE Kay long enough at that place to finiſh it. 


Ab this period we find the following letter from 18 5 to Mr. „Fend Cave, | 
which, as a link 1 in the chain of his literary hiſtory, it is Boi to inert: x 


T6 Ms. Cavs. „ 
2 | „ . | Greenwich, arxe door to the, Golden Hear 
=; 81 "M2 „ Church-ſtreet, July 12, 1737. 
« HAV ING de in your papers very uncommon offers of 
encouragement to men of letters, I have choſen, being a ſtranger in London, 
to communicate to you the following deſign, which, I _ if oy yoo in 14% 
i, will be of advantage to both of us; Hen 2 3 
The Hiſtory. of the Council of Trent having been nb craviflared) into 
French, and publiſhed with large Notes by Dr. Le Courayer, the reputation 


of that book is ſo much revived in England, that, it is prefumed, a new 


tranſlation of it from the Italian, together with Le en 8 + from * 


French, could not fail of à favourable reception. 


If it be anſwered, that the Hiſtory is already in Engliſh, It mud ara 


; bered, that there was the ſame objection againſt Le Courayer's undertaking, 
with this diſadvantage, that the French had a 'verſion by one of their beſt 


tranſlators, Whereas you cannot read three pages of the Engliſh Hiftory 
4 VuMuithout 


THE 'LIFE OF DR. von SON. 
vithout tering that the ſtyle is capable of great improvements ; 3 but 


judge from the ſpecimen, which, if ou l the propoſal, I ſhall ſubmit 
to your examination. 
« Suppoſe the merit of the verſions equal, we may hope that the addition 
of the Notes will turn the balance in our favour, conſidering the reputation of 
the Annotator. 

« Be pleaſed to Gags: me with a 3 anſwer, if you are not willing 


to engage in this ſcheme ; ; and appoint me a "wy bas wait upon you, if you 


_ 


ar e. 1 ts Sir, 
ec Your humble ſervant, | 
Fj ce SAM. phe 


* 


It ſhould ſeem from this letter, hk ſubſcribed with his own name, that 
he had not yet been introduced to Mr. Cave. We ſhall preſently. ſee what 


was done in conſequence of the propoſal which#it confall7 >. -.--> 45; : © 


In the courſe of the ſummer he returned to Lichfield, hg he had keft 


Mrs. Johnſon, and there he at laſt finiſhed his tragedy,” Which was not 
executed with his rapidity of compoſition upon other occaſions, but was ſlowly 


and painfully elaborated. A few days before his death, while burning a 
great maſs of papers, he picked out from among them the original unformed 


ſketch of this tragedy, in his own hand-writing, and gave it to Mr. 


Langton, by whoſe favour a copy of it is now in my poſſeſſion. It contains 
fragments of the intended plot, and ſpeeches for the different perſons of the 
drama, p 
as alſo a} 
and mods writers. The hand-writing is very difficult to be read, even by 
thoſe Who re beſt acquainted with Johnſon's mode of penmanſhip, which at 
all times wa very particular. The King having graciouſly accepted of this 
manuſcript as a literary curioſity, Mr. Langton made a fair and diſtinct copy of 
it, which he ordered to be bound up with che original and the printed tragedy; 


and the volume is depoſited in the King's library. His Majeſty was pleaſed 


to permit Mr. Langton to take a copy of it for himſelf. 

The whole of it is rich*in thought and imagery, and happy expreſſions ; 
and of the disjecta membra ſcattered throughout, and as yet unarranged, a good 
dramatick poet might avail himſelf with conſiderable advantage. I ſhall give 
my readers ſome ſpecimens of different Rogan I them by the 


— character. | Foy | 
"Ei | H 2 | | | cc Nor 


; artly in the raw materials of proſe, partly worked up into verſe; _ 
; ariety of hints for illuſtration borrowed from the Greek, Roman, 


* 
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whether thoſe improvements are to be expected from this attempt, you muſt D 
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&« Nox think to ſa Y, here will I Bop, 
« Here will I fix the limits of tranſgreffion, 


ec Nor farther tempt the avenging rage of heaven. 


I ben guilt like this once harbours in the breaſt, 
« Thoſe holy beings, whoſe unſeen direction 


« Guides through the maze of life the ſteps of man, 
% Filly the deteſted manſions of -inupiety, 


« And 91 their charge 1 to Nara and to ruin. ; 


A ſmall part only of this intereſting admonition 1s preſerved in the play, 
and is varied, I think, not to advantage : a ; 5 


« The ful once tainted with ſo foul a crime, To 
« No more ſhall glow with friendſhip's hallow'd ardour : 2 
« Thoſe holy beings whoſe ſuperiour care 


c Guides erring mortals to the paths of virtue, 


cc Affrighted At impiety like thine, 5 : SEK, 1 | 


N Reſign their charge to baſeneſs and to ruin,” 


ec 1 feel the ſoft infeltion | 
ce Fluſh in my cheek, and wander in my veins. 
= Ti each me the Grecian arts of oft perſuaſion." 


te Sure 1 5 love, which 8 I conceived the dream o i idle maids, 
and wanton oY | 


5 1 Though no comets or 8 foretold the ruin of Gros, fi ins which | 
heaven muſt by another miracle enable us to underſtand, yet might it A FO, 
HD tokens no boſs certain, by the Vices s which always bring it on.” . 


This laſt paſſage is ; worked up in the tragedy itſelf, as follows : x 


5 LEON TIUS. | . 


That power that kindly ſpreads.  - / 
« The clouds, a ſignal of impending. ſhowers, 4. 


«_ 


To warn the wand' ring linnet to the ſhade,. 


« Beheld, without concern, expiring Greece, 
And not one prodigy foretold our fate. . 
e | e N DEMETRIUS, 
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At}. 


DEMETRIUS. 


« A thouſand horrid prodigies foretold it ; 
A feeble government, eluded laws, 
« A factious populace, luxurious nobles, . En, NY. 
« And all the maladies of ſinking ſtats. 5 1 
« When publick villainy, too ſtrong for juſtice, . 5 
« Shows his bold front, the harbinger of ruin, | Fs. = 4 _— 
«© Can brave Leontius call for airy wonders, ö; 7 Sd 9 
Which cheats interpret, and which fools regard? 1 ; 6c. Wade. : 
When ſome neglected fabrick nods 1 3 -. ae Lhe een 5 
The weight of years, and totters to the tempeſt, 
« Muſt heaven diſpatch the meſſengers of light, 
e Or wake the dead, to warn us of its fall? 


* 8 n. 
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MAHoOMET (to Iszne). © have tried thee, and jo to ful that thou 
deſerveſt to be loved by Mahomet,—with a mind great as his own. Sure, thou art 
an errour of nature, and an exception to the reſt of thy ſex, and art immortal ; 
fer ſentiments like thine were never to fink into nothing. I thought all the thoughts 
of the fair had been to ſeleti the graces of the day, diſpoſe the colours of the 

" flaunting (flowing ) robe, tune the voice and roll the eye, yew the gem, chooſe the 
"_ and add new roſes to the fading check, danger, 


Þo 6 Tun! in the tragedy: 


cc IIluſtrious 7 new wonders fr 1 me des 3 
« Thy ſoul completes the triumphs of thy face: 
« I thought, forgive my fair, the nobleſt aim > 
The ſtrongeſt effort of a female ſoul, 
« Was but to chooſe the graces of the day, 
Jo tune the tongue, to teach the eyes to roll, 
« Diſpoſe the colours of the flowing robe, 
And add new colours to the faded cheek.” | 5 


J ſhall ſelect one other paſſage, on account of the doctrine which it illuſ. | 
trates. IRENE obſerves,. © that the Supreme Being will accept of virtue, whatever 
outward circumſtances it may be accompanied with, and may be delighted with. AE 
varieties of worfoip fut is anſwered, that variety cannot affect that Being, who: 


infinitely 
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ih infinitely happy in his own perfections, wants no external gratifications ; 3 mor can, + 
== EF infinite truth be delighted with falſbood; that though he may guide or pity thoſe 
ka  O” he leaves in darkneſs, he abandons _thoſe who ſhut their eyes. apainſt the beams 


. 


. day.” Ye . . 
22 ON 2 LE cen 54 ＋ 45. Zee ee. 


Nb | 53 A. ee. - 

I _ hot © 4 "i 3 Johnſon's reſidence at t Lichgeld, on his return to it at this time, was only Hrs" 
= -_— 2 A for three months; and as he had as yet ſeen but a ſmall part of the wonders of fra 
. 22 e 5 855 the metropolis, he had little to tell his townſmen. He related to me the fol- oY) 
_ 2G, gu, lowing minute anecdote of this period: © In the laſt age, when my mother þ 
14 of br y 
wh . A, + 7 lived in London, there were two ſets of people, thoſe, who gave the wall, and , 


„ wo Eon. £2 / thoſe who took it; the peaceable and the quarrelſome. When IJ returned to 
Jae Po 4A 2 n. * 757 Lichfield, after having been in London, my mother aſked me, whether I was 
. . Br 13 ol Ar one of thoſe who gave the wall, or thoſe who took it. Now it is fixed that 
fore / ann het {um He every man keeps to the right ; or, if one Is s taking the wall, another Nelds 1 it; 
* . 4 Land it is never a diſpute *.” | 

# helen . e now removed to London with Mrs. Johnſon; but her daughter, who 


S a bo. 4 A had lived with them at Edial, was left with her relations in the country. 


2 . 2 — His lodgings were for ſome time in Woodſtock-ſtreet, near Hanover- 


Alu. r ſquare, and afterwards in Caſtle-ſtreet, near Cavendiſh-ſquare.. As there is 


FA font win 4 . ſomething pleaſingly intereſting, to many, in tracing ſo great a man through 


, = Cc. fot — all his different habitations, I ſhall, before this work is concluded, preſent 


1 | bao, 
| K TIDE 44 — 4 my readers with an exact liſt of his lodgings and houſes, in order of time, 


e 5 which, in placid condeſcenſion to my reſpectful curioſity, he one evening 
"a ꝓ2 Ede 2 IX dictated to me, but without ſpecifying how long he lived at each.” In the 
* 7 2 ö progreſs of his life I ſhall have occaſion to mention ſome of them as connected 
5 : | with particular incidents, or with-the writing of particular parts of his works. 
+ To ſome, this minute attention may appear. trifling; but when we conſider 


reſided have been traced by the writers of his life, a> ſimilar enthuſiaſin may 


_ . be pardoned in the biographer of Johnſon. 


His tragedy being by this time, as he thought, eonpletely finiſhed and fit 
for the ſtage, he was very deſirous that it ſhould be brought forward, Mr. 
Peter Garrick told me, that Johnſon and he went together to the Foun- 
tain tavern, and read it oyer, and that he afterwards ſolicited Mr. Fleetwood, 
the patentee of Drury-lane theatre, to have it ated at his houſe ; but Mr. 
＋ let wood would not 3 It, hare: enn! it was not Patrone by 


4 — a Tour to the Hebrides, 3d edit, p. of bb 


ſome 
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ſome man of high rank; and it was not acted till 1 749 when his friend David 
Garrick was manager of that theatre. 

« THE GenTLEMan's MaAzIxx,“ begun and carried on by Mr. Edward 
Cave, under the name of SyLvanus URBAN, had attracted the notice and 


eſteem of Johnſon, in an eminent degree, before he came to London as an 


advefiturer in literature. He told me, that when he firſt ſaw St. John's 
Gate, the place where that deſervedly popular miſcellany was originally 
printed, he © beheld it with reverence.” I ſuppoſe, indeed, that every young 


55 
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Etat. 29. 


authour has had the ſame kind of feeling for the magazine or periodical pub- 


lication which has firſt entertained him, and in which he has firſt had an 
opportunity to ſee himſelf in print, without the riſk of expoſing his name. 
I myſelf recolle& ſuch impreſſions from © THE Scors MAGAZINE,“ which was 
begun at Edinburgh in the year 1739, and has beenever conducted with judge- 
ment, accuracy, and propriety. I yet cannot help thinking of it with an 
affectionate regard. Johnſon has dignified the Gentleman's Magazine, by 
the importance with which he inveſts the life of Cave ; but he has given it 
ſtill greater luſtre by the various admirable Eſſays which he wrote for it. 

1 hough Johnſon was often ſolicited by his friends to make a complete liſt of 
his writings, and talked of doing it, 1 believe with a ſerious intention that they 
ſhould all be collected on his own account, he put it off from year to year, and 
at laſt died without having done it perfectly. I have one in his-own hand- 


writing, which contains a certain number; I indeed doubt if he could have 


recollected every one of them, as they were ſo numerous, ſo various, and 
ſcattered in ſuch a multiplicity of unconnected publications; nay, ſeveral of 
them publiſhed under the names of other perſons, to whom he liberally con- 
tributed from the abundance of his mind. We muſt, therefore, be content 


_ . to diſcover them, partly from occaſional information given by him to his 


friends, and partly from internal evidence. 


His firſt performance in the Gentleman's Magazine, which for many years 
Vas his Principal reſource for employment and ſupport, was a copy of Latin 


verſes, in March, 1738, addreſſed to the editor in ſo happy a ſtyle of com- 


pliment, that Cave muſt have been deſtitute both of taſte and 1 had 
had he not felt himſelf highly gratified, 


7 While in the coutſe of my narrative I enumerate his writings, I ſhall take care that my 
readers ſhall not be left to waver in doubt, between certainty and conjecture, with regard to their 

authenticity ; and, for that purpoſe, ſhall mark with an aſteriſt (*) thoſe which he acknowledged 
to his friends, and with a dagger (+) thoſe which are aſcertained to be his by internal evidence. 
When any other pieces are aſcribed to him, I ſhall give my reaſons, 
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= | | Wn, 5 Ad URBAN UR.“ 


| 9 A URBANE, #ullis feſſe laboribus, 1 ; 
| UrBanz, nullis victe calumniis, SO 
„ Cui fronte ſertum in erudite FE 

Perpetud viret et virebit ; 


1 | Quid moliatur gens imitantium, 
Gs 1-4 Quid et minetur, ſolicitus parùm, 
Vacare folis perge Muſis, Le: 
* Junta animo fludiiſque felix. Py 


Linguæ procacis plumbea Spicula, 
Fidens, ſuperbo frange filentio ; 
Vittrix per obſtantes catervas PE HD 
" Sedulitas animoſa tender. 


| Intende nervos, fortis, inanibus 8 . 
5 1 Riſurus olim niſibus æmuli; | 

| | nende jam nervos, habebis 
e 5 1 e Participes operæ Camænas. 


Non ulla Muſis pagina gratior, 

| Quam gue ſeveris ludicra jungere 
| Novit, fatigatamque nugis 
„ Nilibus recreare mentem. 
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—_ A tranſlation of this Ode, by an unknown correſpondent, appeared in the Magazine for the 
|! | | month of May following : | 

_—c . og | ä Uzzax! ind ble | 
1.1 | * Unveiodyetby all hy afefal il 4 24 

5 m num rous ſlanderers aſſault in yain 2. | 1 7 1 

8 4 Whom no baſe calumny can put to foil. 9 Uh Fon 84 E 

«« But ftill the laurel on thy learned brow Laut — 

SHE: 5 „ Flouriſhes fair, and ſhall for ever grow. 2 . | 
| ; * | — 3 | ce What 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. e 
It appears that he was now enliſted by. Mr. Cave as a regular coadjutor in 1738. 10 = 
his magazine, by which he probably obtained a tolerable livelihood. At what FT il 
' time, or by what means, he had acquired a competent knowledge both of | | a2 
French and Italian, I do not know ; bu he was To well ſkilled in them, as to | 4 — 1 | 

be ſuffictently qualified for a tranſlator,” That part of his labour which con- oY 7 5 9 

I ſiſted in emendation and improvement of the productions of other contri- - 5 | 
butors, like 1 that employed in levelling ground, can be perceived only by thoſe 5 

— who had an opportunity of comparing the original with the altered copy. | 

What we certainly know to have been done by him in this way, was the | 
| Debates in both houſes of Parliament, under the name. of The Senate of h _— 
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Etat. 29. 


* What mean the ſervile imitating crew, 
«© What their vain bluſt'ring, and their empty noiſe, 
* Neeer ſeek: but ſtill thy noble ends purſue,” 
«© Unconquer'd by the rabble's venal vgice. 
„ Still to the Muſe thy ſtudious mind apply, 
« Happy in temper as in induſt p. 


«© 'The ſenſeleſs ſneerings of an haughty tongue, 
«© Unworthy thy attention to engage, | | 
«© Unheeded paſs : and tho* they mean thee wrong, 
« By manly filence diſappoint their rage. | 
« Affiduous diligence confounds its foes, 
“ Reſiſtleſs, tho' malicious crouds oppoſe. 


«« Exert thy powers, nor ſlacken in the courſe, | | | 
«© Thy ſpotleſs fame ſhall quaſh all falſe regorts : 3 5 
«© Exert thy powers, nor fear a rival's force, 
*“ But thou ſhalt ſmile at all his vain efforts; _ 
Thy labours ſhall be crown'd with large ſucceſs ; 
„The Muſe's aid thy magazine ſhall bleſs. 


«© No page more grateful to th' harmonious nine 
e Than that wherein thy labours we ſurvey : | 
* Where ſolemn themes in fuller ſplendour ſhine, 
«« (Delightful mixture, ) blended with the gay. 
„„ Where in improving, various joys we find, 

« A welcome reſpite to the wearied mind. 


3 e Thus when the nymphs in ſome fair verdant mead, | | | 5 2 2. 
. 4 Of various flow'rs a beauteous wreath compoſe, 145 7 LA. _ ge OM 5 
: The lovely violet's azure-painted head 3 C 2 wht of : 3 
« Adds luſtre to the crimſon-bluſhing roſe. a 
„ Thus ſplendid Iris, with her varied dye, 
“ Shines in the æther, and adorns the fey. 
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58 oy tea THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


1738. Lilliput,” ſometimes with feigned denominations of the ſeveral ſpeakers, 

2 ſometimes with denominations formed of the letters of their real names, in 
the manner of what is called anagram, ſo that they might eaſily be decy- 
phered. Parliament then kept the preſs in a kind of myſterious awe, which 
made it neceſſary to have recourſe to ſuch devices. In our time it has 
acquired an unreſtrained freedom, fo that the people in all parts of the king- 
dom have a fair, open, and exact report of the actual proceedings of their 
repreſentatives and legiſlators ; which in our conſtitution is highly to be valued, 
though, unqueſtionably, there has of late been too much reaſon to complain 
of the petulance with which obſcure ſcribblers have One to treat men of 
the moſt reſpectable character and ſituation. 

This important article of the Gentleman's Magazine was, 45 free years, 
executed by Mr. William Guthrie, a man who deſerves to be reſpectably 
recorded in the literary annals of this country. He was deſcended of an 
ancient family in Scotland; but having a ſmall patrimony, and being an adhe- 

rent of the unfortunate houſe of Stuart, he could not accept of any office in 
the ſtate ; he therefore came to London, and employed his talents and learn- 

ing as an © Authour by profeſſion,” His writings in hiſtory, criticiſm, and 
politicks, had conſiderable merit. He was the firſt Enghſh hiſtorian who 
had recourſe to that authentick ſource of information, the Parliamentary 

Journals; and ſuch was the power of his political pen, that, at an early period, 

government thought it worth their while to keep it quiet by a penſion, which 
he enjoyed till his death. Johnſon efteemed him enough to wiſh that his 
life ſhould be written. The debates in Parliament, which were brought home 
and digeſted: by Guthrie, whoſe memory, though ſurpaſſed by others who 
have ſince followed him in the fame department, was yet very quick and 
tenacious, were ſent by Cave to Johnſon for his reviſion ; and, after ſome 
time, when Guthrie had attained to greater variety of employment, and the 
ſpeeches were more and more enriched by the acceſſion of Johnſon's genius, 
it was reſolved that he ſhould do the whole himſelf, from the ſcanty notes 
furniſhed by perſons employed to attend in both houſes of Parliament. Some- 
times, however, as he himſelf told me, he*had nothing more communi- 
cated to hing but the names of the ſeveral an and the 1255 which they 
had taken ur 20 W debate. | 
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THE LIFE OP DR. JOHNSAN: 


T hus was Johnſon employed, during ſome of the beſt years of his life, 
as a mere literary labourer < for gain, not glory,” ſolely to obtain an honeſt 


ſupport. He however indulged himſelf in occaſional little allies, which the 


French ſo happily expreſs by the term jeux d'eſprit, and which will be 


i , noticed i in their order, in the progreſs of this work. 


But what firſt diſplayed his tranſcendent powers, and « gave ah abel 
aſſurance of the Man,” was his “ Loxpox, a Poem, in Imitation of the 
Third Satire ef Juvenal, Which came out in May this year, and burſt 


forth with a ſplendour, the rays of which will for ever encircle his name. 
Boileau had imitated the ſame ſatire with great ſucceſs, applying it to Paris; 
but an attentive compariſon will ſatisfy every reader, that he is much excelled 


by the Engliſh Juvenal. Oldham had alſo imitated it, and applied it to 
London; all which performances concur to prove, that great cities, in every 
age, and in every country, will furniſh ſimilar topicks of ſatire. Whether 


- Johnſon had previouſly read Oldham's imitation, I do not know; but it is 


not a little remarkable, that there is ſcarcely any coincidence found between 
the two performances, though upon the very fame ſubject. The only in- 
ſtances are, in — London as the fink of foreign een; : 


cc 


the common ſhore, | 
e Where France does all her filth and ordure pour.” h 
OLDHAM. 
The common ors of Paris and of Rome.” 
Jonnson. | 


* 


and, 


* No calling or ptofellion comes amiſs, 
e A needy may zur can he what he \ 
OLDnam, 
* "AU ſclences a Ealing lb eur knows. ; 
Jonxsox. 
The particulars which Oldham has collected, both as exhibiting the hor- 


rom thoſe of Johnſon, and in =o well choſen, and well — 


There 


* Iown it pleaſed me to find 1 them one trait of the manners of the age in London, in 


\ the laſt century, to ſhield from the ſneer of Engliſh ridicule, what was ſome time ago too common 
"YR practice i in my native eity of Edinburgh: 


« If what I've ſaid can't from the town affright, 
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Mm ij THE LIFE or DR. JOHNSON. 
There are, in Oldham's imitation, many prof: aick verſes and bad rhymes, 


ge 1738. 8 
r 29. and his POO ſets out with a ſtrange inadvertent blunder : | 
cc T ho' much concern'd to leave my * old friend, 
« J muſt, however, his deſign commend | "of 4 Vere RT, 
4 ne in the country. = 
It is wh he was not going to. leave his friend ; his friend was going to 
leave him. A young. lady at once corrected this with good critical ſagacity 
to 
1 ho” much concern'd to he my « dear old friend.” 
There is one paſſe in the original, better transfuſed by Oldham than by 
"Johnſon: | 
« NMI baket felis paupertas Ain in fe, 4 
1 cc uam quod ridiculos homines facit. 
which is an x exquiſit te remark on the galling meanneſs and contempt annexed 
to poverty : Jonxsox's imitation is, 
: « Of all the griefs that harraſs the diſtreſt, 
| cc Sure the moſt bitter is a fcornful _ PF x, 
Orpnan' 85 though leſs 5 elegant, is more . Alt 5 1 
; 
| | « Nothing in poverty ſo ill is borne, EW 4 Ls 
"woal.. » « As its expoſing men to grinning ſcorn.” 1 
N 8 i N Td ws þ EM. gu ih * Au : . on tec .. 
8 Al Where, or in what manner this poem was compoſed, I am foiry that J 


.. pegledted t to aſcertain , wh prechion, from Johnſon's own — He 
= marked upon his corrected copy of the firſt edition of it, Written 
17383 and, as it was publiſhed 1 in the month of May in that year, it is 
b 2 that much time was not employed in preparing it for the preſs. The « 
hiſtory of its publication I am enabled to give in a very ſatisfactory manner; 
and judging from myſel- and many of EOF friends, I truſt that it will not be 
uninecreſing to my readers. 


\ 


«c When brickkaes: are from upper PRC thrown, 1 WY 1 ad << e, _ * 


And enmptied chamberpats come pouring do bays 
« From garret windows.” ule 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
We may be certain, though it is not expreſsly named in the following 
letters to Mr. Cave in 1738, that they all relate to it; 


\ e | 
I Caſtle-ſtreet, Wedneſday morning 


« SIR, [No date. 1738.] 


did not expect a repetition of the ſame pleaſure fo ſoon ; for a pleaſure I ſhall 
always think it, to converſe in any manner with an ingenious and candid man 
but having the incloſed poem in my hands to diſpoſe of for the benefit of the 
authour, (of whoſe abilities I ſhall ſay nothing, ſince I ſend you his per- 
formance,) I believed I could not procure more advantageous terms from 
any perſon than from you, who have ſo much diſtinguiſhed yourſelf by your 


but your commendation of my trifle 9 can give me any occaſion to call in 
queſtion. I do not doubt but you will look over this poem with another 
eye, and reward it in a different manner, from a mercenary bookſeller, who 
counts the lines he is to purchaſe, and conſiders nothing but the bulk. I can- 
not help taking notice, that, beſides what the authoyr may hope for on 
account of his abilities, he has likewiſe another claim to your -regard, as he 
lies at preſent under very diſadvantageous circumſtances of fortune. I beg, 
therefore,. that you will favour me with a letter to-morrow, that F may 
know what you can afford to allow him, that he may either part with it 
to you, or find out —— I do not ge ſome other way more ta his 
ſatisfaction. 
« ] have only to add, that as I am ſenſible I have tranſcribed it very 
coarſely, which, after having altered it, I was obliged to do, I will, if you 


trouble of altering any ftroke of fatire which you may diſlike. 
By exerting on this occaſion your uſual generoſity, you will not only 
encourage learning, and relieve diſtreſs, but (though it be in compariſon of 
the other motives of "oy ſmall ebw oblige in a very ſenſible man- 
ner, Sir, 
Jour very humble ſervant, 

© SAM. JOHNSON.” 


His Ode . Ad Urbanum* probably. N. N 
ris Th 


generous encouragement of poetry; and whoſe judgement of that art nothing 


pleaſe to tranfmit the ſheets from the preſs, correct it for you; and take the 


61 


1738. 


— — 
Etat. 29. 


« WHEN I took the lithevey of writing to you a few days 280, * 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


To Mr. Cavs. 3 
« 81R, 8 5 Monday, No. 6, -Caftle-ſtxeet, 
« ] aw to return you thanks for the preſent you were ſo kind as to 
ſend by me, and to intreat that you will be pleaſed to inform me by the penny- 


poſt, whether you reſolve to print the poem. If you pleaſe to ſend it me by 
the poſt, with a note to Dodſley, I will go and read the lines to him, that we 


may have his conſent to put his name in the title-page. As to the printing, 
| if it can be ſet immediately about, I will be ſo much the authour's friend, as 
not to content myſelf with mere ſolicitations in his favour. I propoſe, if my 
calculation be near the truth, to engage for the reimburſement of all that you 


ſhall loſe by an impreſſion of 500, provided, as you very generouſly propoſe, 


that the profit, if any, be ſet aſide for the authour's uſe, excepting the preſent 
you made, which, if he be a gainer, it is fit he ſhould repay. I beg that 
vou will let one of your ſervants write an exact account of the expence of 
ſuch an impreſſion, and ſend it with the poem, that I may know what I 
engage for. I am very ſenſible, from your generoſity on this. occaſion, of 
your regard to learning, even in its unhappieſt ſtate, and cannot but think 
ſuch a temper deſerving of the gratitude of thoſe who oa ſo > ofteh from a 
. contrary diſpoſition, I am, Sir, 
_ * Xour moſt humble ſervant, 
& Sam. Jonxsox.“ 


3 To Mr. Cavs. | 
= Sin, | 5 | EC ET [N date. ] 

« I WAITED on you to take the copy to Dodſley's: as I remem- 
ber the number of lines which it contains, it will be longer than Eugenio, 
with the quotations, which muſt be ſubjoined at the bottom of the page, 
part of the beauty of the performance (if any beauty be allowed it) conſiſt- 
ing in adapting Juvenal's ſentiments to modern facts and perſons. It will, 


with thoſe additions, very conveniently make five ſheets. And fince the 
expence will be no more, I ſhall contentedly inſure it, as I mentioned in my 
laſt. If it be not therefore gone to Dodlley's, beg it may be ſent me by the 


| penny-poſt, that I may have it in the evening. I have compoſed a Greek 
Epigram to Eliza”, and think ſhe ought to be celebrated in as many different 
languages as Lewis le Grand. Pray ſend me word when you will begin upon 


Lou | i | 
r The learned Mrs, Elizabeth Carter, 


the 


THE LIFE OF DR, JOHNSON. « 63 
hi woods, for it is a long way to walk, I would leave ue Epigram, but 2738. 
have not 8 to tranſcribe it. 1 am, Sir, * 
IF ; "Sees ne N 33 
| | 4 Sam. Joungon.” 
To Mr. Cave. 
cc © Sin, | | [ No date.] 
« I AM eitel obliged by your kind letter, and will not fail to 4 
attend you to-morrow with. IRENE, who. looks upon you as one of. her beſt 
friends.. | 
I was to day with Mr. Dodſley, who FR very warmly 1 in favour of ; 
the paper you ſent him, which he deſires to have a ſhare in, it being, as he 
ſays, a creditable thing to be concerned in. I knew not what anſwer to make 
till I had conſulted you, nor what to demand on the authour's part, but am it 
very willing that, if you pleaſe, he ſhould have a part in it, as he will RT 
undoubtedly be more diligent to diſperſe and promote it. If you can ſend | Y 
me word to-morrow what I ſhall ſay to him, I will ſettle matters, and bring — 4a 
the poem with me for the preſs, which as the town empties, we cannot be 4 
too quick with. I am, 8 
6 Tour- 85 Kc. 5 1 
* SAM. Jounson.” PRE Now 7 
FT o us who have 1 3 the manly force, bold ſpirit, and maſterly 0 ? ü 
verſification of this poem, it is a matter of curioſity to obſerve the diffidence = 
with which its authour brought it forward into publick notice, while he is fo. — 1 
cautious as not to avow it to be his own production; and with what humility bog Þ 
he offers to allow the printer to © alter any ſtroke of fatire which he 5 bl. 
might diſlike. That any ſuch alteration was made, we do net know. If 57 * 1 
we did, we could not but feel an indignant regret; but how painful is it to | 
ſee that a writer of ſuch vigoflrous powers of mind was actually in ſuch 1 
diſtreſs, that the ſmall profit which ſo * a poem, however excellent, could # 
yield, was courted as a „ relief.” 4 
It has been generally ſaid, I know not with what truth, that Johnſon 3 
offered his Lonpon®” to ſeveral bookſellers, none of whom would pur- Y 
chaſe it. To this circumſtance Mr. Derrick alludes in the following lines of = 
his FoR TUNE, 4 Rnarsonr:“ "5g H 
Will bi 
[| 
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: 1738. | 
— 009 W ill no 1 7 bas In own? 
* « Shall JohxsOx friendleſs range the town:! ? 
—_— —  . + e And every publiſher refuſe | 
_— 5 : e offspring of his happy Muſe ?” 
N b But we have ſeen that the. worthy, modeſt, and ingenious Mr. Reben 
| | Dodfley had taſte enough to perceive its uncommon merit, and thought it 
. creditable to have a ſhare in it. The fact. is, that, at a future conference, he 
. bargained for the whole prop —of it, for which he gave Johnſon ten 
Y : guineas, who told me, © I might, perhaps, have accepted of leſs; but that 
. Paul Whitehead had a little before got ten e for a Poem 5 and 1 would 
i not take leſs than Paul Whitehead.” _ ' | 
I 3 - I may here obſerve, that Johnſon appeared 1 to me to undervalue Paul 
bs 3 85 Whitehead upon every occaſion when he was mentioned, and, in my 
* opinion, did not do him juſtice; but when it is conſidered that Paul Whitehead 
* was a member of a riotous and profane club, we may account for Johnſon's | 


5 3 A. having a prejudice againſt him. Paul Whitehead was, indeed, unfortunate 
„% being not only ſlighted by Johnſon, but violenthy attacked by N 
who utters the following imprecation: 3 


« « May I (can worſe diſgrace on 8654 fa my 


1 wy Ut "aa 13 
2 _ = "ICE — . 15 born A Whitehead, and baptiz d a Paul!” 


— *. 25 12 8 Se yet I ſhall never: be "DE? to think meanly of the authour of ſo brilliant 
1 and pointed a ſatire as  Mannzzs.” y 4 4 EU U ”, enroll 
5 Johnſon's London“ was publiſned in May, 1738 *3 and it is remark. 
| able, that it came out on the ſame morning with Pope's ſatire, entitled 
=—_— . - « 1738;” ſo that England had at once its Juvenal and Horace as poetical 
_ : monitors. The Reverend Dr. Douglas, now Biſhop of Carliſle, to whom 
| :  -I an indebted for e obliging eee ee, was then a ſtudent at 
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. ir Joh Shin 5 86, tells 1 us « The ant. is 1 in the poem of 3 ; 
8 TY | ” but in every particular, except the difference of a year, what is there ſaid of the departure of 
5 =  Thales, muſt be underſtood of Savage, and looked upon as rrue hiftory.” This conjecture is, I 
o believe, entirely groundleſs. T have been aſſured, that Johnſon ſaid he was not ſo much as 
1 * . ; 5 : acquainted with Savage when he wrote his 5 London.“ If the departure mentioned in it was 

11 A che departure of Savage; the event was not antedated but foreſeen ; for London“ was publiſhed 
ES , N in May, 1738, and Savage did not ſet out for Wales till July, 1 739. However well Johnſon 
could defend the n. of ſecond * he did not n that he himſelf was 8 of 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. * 7 3 
Oxford, and remembers well the effect which * London” PREY Every | 1738. ; p 
body was delighted with it; and there being no name to it, the firſt buz of the EIS | i 

literary cirdles was © here is an unknown poet, greater even than Pope.” 4 
And it is recorded in the Gentleman's n of that Fees , that it © 80 | I 

d 0 the ſecond edition in the courſe of a week.” - | 11 
| One of the warmeſt patrons of this poem on its firſt appearance was N 1 . 

: Genen OcLzTHoRPE, whoſe << ſtrong benevolence of foul” was unabated ; gg 1 
during the courſe of a very long life; though it is painful to think, that he . | : 
had but too much reaſon to become cold and callous, and diſcontented with | BE 
the world, from the neglect which he experienced of his publick and private FR Far £0 
worth, by thoſe in whoſe power it was to gratify ſo gallant a veteran with 
marks of diſtinction. This extraordinary perſon was as remarkable for his 1 
learning and taſte . vas for his other eminent qualities; and no man was more 1 * 
Prompt, active, and generous in encouraging merit. I have heard Johnſon * 7 ll . . Aa = 
gratefully acknowledge, in his preſence, the kind and effeCtual ſupport which „ S 2 . N 
he gave to his « London, though unacquainted with its authour. Lal. 

Pop, who then filled the poetical throne without a rival, it may reaſonably * 24 ut. of b, 
be preſumed, muſt have been particularly ſtruck by the ſudden appearance of = j 
ſuch a poet; and, to his credit, let it be remembered, that his feelings eg. . . | I 
and conduct on the occaſion were candid and liberal. He requeſted Mr. a 
Richardſon, ſon of the painter, to endeavour to find out who this new authour ä 

was. Mr. Richardſon, after ſome inquiry, having informed him that he had EL On = 

F diſcovered only that his name was Johnſon, and that he was ſome obſcure © EE 
i? man, Pope faid, He will ſoon be deterrẽ . We ſhall preſently ſee, from — 

a note written by Pope, chat he” was himſelf afterwards more ſucceſsful in his ä  RE—— 
Inquiries: than his friend. . 22777 6. i 0 

That in this juſtly- celebrated poem may 160 found a fo a which the =. 8 8 . 25 = 
critical preciſion of Engliſh proſody at this day would diſallow, cannot btee 
denied; but with this ſmall imperfection, which in the general blaze of its © N 3 i 5 1 4 
excellence is not perceived, till the mind has ſubſided into cool attention, it „„ a 
is, undoubtedly, one of the nobleſt productions in our language, both fort 9 
ſentiment and expreſſion. The nation was then in that ferment againſt the * wg y SOREN 3 1 4 
court and the miniſtry, which ſome years after ended in the downfall of Sir. „„ "©. = i 
Robert Walpole ; and as it has been ſaid, that Tories are Whigs when out of = BRETT 


place, and Whigs, Tories when in place; fo, as a whig adminiſtration ruled 
my what force it could, a tory. appoinen had all the animation and all ** 


3 r. 263. + Sir ron Reynolds, from the information'of the younger Richardſon, 
e | | 3 _ eloquence 


8 ap 4 \ 83 of bo SY | 5 
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38. eloquence of reſiſtance to power, aided by the common topicks of pattiotiſin, 
liberty, and independence! Accordingly, we find in Johnſon's * London” 
the moſt ſpirited invectives againſt tyranny and oppreſſion, the warmeſt pre- 


dilection for his own country, and the pureſt love of virtue; interſperſed with 
traits of his own particular character and ſituation, not omitting his prejudices 


as a ( true-born Engliſhman ?,” not only againſt foreign countries, but againſt 
ande and Scotland. On ſome of theſe . 1 ſhall — a we HEINE 


'« The cheated nation's happy fav'rites ſee; _ 
« Mark whom the great careſs, who frown on me. 


Has heaven reſerw'd, in pity to the poor, „ e 
| No pathleſs waſte, or undiſcover'd. ſhore ? fb | 
; o ſecret iſland in the boundleſs main? 


1 


* ” 1 


Pg 4 287 « No peaceful defart yet unclaim d by Spain ? - 2 
8 3 2 8. 8 1 Quick let us riſe, the happy ſeats explore, 3 

. « And bear Oppreſlion's infolence „ ee, 

„ 3 How, when competitors like theſe contend, | 5 


; vp Can. /urly Virtue hope to fix a friend?” 


This mournful truth is every where confeſs, 3 
„ SLOW RISES WORTH, BY POVERTY DEPRESS'DY” x. 


* 


"+ Is We may eaſily conceive with what: feeling a EN”. like ik. 
4A [ SS and galled by narrow circumſtances, uttered this laſt line, which he marked Mo ow 
"3 2 by > nn. The. Thole of the poem is eminently; exc Fond then tes in 
3 % port it duch proofs of a kt a knowledge of the world, and of a mature "aequaintance- 
* Voith life, as cannot be contemplated en wonder. when we conſider that 
/ he was then ogly in his twenty-ninth year! and had yet been ſo little in the 
3 * buſy haunts of men.” * he 6h wor e by, bis &: Jn fees Prov 
2 4/1 - Yet, while we admire the poetical excellence of this poem, candour obliges. 
FD" us to allow, that the flame of patriotiſm. and. zeal for popular reſiſtance with 
der Which i it is fraught, had no juſt cauſe. There was, in truth, zo © oppreſſion ;” 
the © nation” was not cheated.” Sir Robert Walpole was. a wiſe and a. 
 - benevolent miniſter, . who thought that the happineſs and proſperity of a com- 
| agrees country like ours, would: be beſt promoted by peace, TE he 


5- Tri is, Wee remarkable, that he ules the epithet, which, undoubtedly, fince the union 
bauen England and Scotland, ought to denominate the natives of both pars of our iſland: 


« Was early taught a Bxirox- 8 rights to prize. 1 5 
e __ : accordingly: 


mY — —— 4. 4h HERA 


vba Boom 

LT 9 — — 

"VP — g 
9 : 


WE 


j - + e 5 Y \ , * * . X > 
4 * A - 
d A x : * — * % — o - 4.4 4 Y 4 « = 7 - * 
6 * * # . . 
a - « 


. 


yo 


_—_—_ 
pag” * — 


— — 


rb DES 


— 


— : 2 — 
— — 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


gecordingly maintained, with credit, during a very long period. Johnſon mim, 735. 
ſelf aſterwards honeſtly acknowledged the merit of Walpole, whom he called *a Stat. 29 
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fixed ſtar; while he characteriſed his opponent, Pitt, as © a meteor.” | But a 9 
Johnſon's juvenile poem was naturally impregnated with the fire of oppo- 1 6+ 0 Þ nn 
fition, and upon every account was univerſally admired. —=_ . vl 


Though thus elevated into fame, and conſcious of uncommon overs! 
he had not that buſtling confidence, or, I may rather ſay, that animated 
ambition, which one might have ſuppoſed would have urged him to endea- 

vour at riſing in life. But ſuch was his inflexible Gignity of character, that | Joy 
he could not ſtoop to court the great; without which, hardly any man has . 
made his way to high ftation. He could not expect to produce many ſuch En” 
works as his « Lonyon,” and he felt the hardſhip of writing for bread; he 
was, therefore, © willing to reſume the office of a ſchoolmaſter, ſo as to have a 1 
ſure, though moderate income for his life; and an offer being made to him ON - 
of a ſchool in Staffordſhire*, provided he could obtain the degree of Mafter | -- = 
of Arts, Dr. Adams was applied to, by a common friend, to know whether 5 N = 
that could be granted him as a favour from the Univerſity of Oxford. But 7 1 
though he had made ſuch a figure in the literary world, it was then thought . 
too great a favour to be aſked, 5 
Pope, without any knowledge of him but from his <« LS Wen- 
mended him to Earl Gower, who endeavoured to procure for him a degree ” 5 
from Dublin, by the ne letter to a friend of Dean Swift : | 

« SIR, 

« Mg. SAMUEL Jonusow * of London, a ſatire, and fome 
other poetical pieces) 1s a native of this county, and much reſpected by ſome 
worthy gentlemen. in his neighbourhood, who are truſtees of a charity ſchool i 

now vacant; the certain ſalary is ſixty pounds a year, of which they are SANT: eee 
deſirous to make him mafter ; but, unfortunately, he is not capable of recei v 1 
ing their bounty, which ald make him bappy for life, by not being a Master *. , . WM 
of Arts; which, by the ſtatutes of this ſchool, the maſter of it muſt be. f.. e F 
es Now theſe gentlemen do me the honour to think that I have intereſt t:: of 


enough in FO to peeva en eee write to Dean Swift, to perſuade V RR con ms. 1 
= In a billet written by Mr. Pope in the FOR year, this ſchool is ſaid to have been in 
Shref/bire 3. but as it appears from a letter from Earl Gower, that the truſtees of ic were © ſome 
worthy gentlemen in Johnſon's neighbourhood,” 1 conclude that Pope muſt hve, by miſtake, 
wiinien | Sropſlite inftead of Staffordſhire, 
K3 | — Univerſity 
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: | 1938. ' Univerſity of Dublin to ſend a diploma to me, conſtituting this poor man 
f B | dar Maſter of Arts in their Univerſity. They highly extol the man's learning 
_ | and probity ; and will not be perſuaded, that the Univerſity will make any 
FM | | difficulty of conferring ſuch a favour upon a ſtranger, if he is recommended 
by the Dean. They ſay he is not afraid of the ſtricteſt examination, though 
he is of ſo long a journey; and will venture it, if the Dean thinks it neceſ- 
AA fary ; ; chooling rather to die upon the road, than be ſtarved to death in tran ee 
_ | 2 TE for bookſellers ; which has been his only ſubſiſtence for ſome time paſt. 

55 « ] fear there is more difficulty in this affair, than thoſe cood-napured 
gentlemen apprehend ; eſpecially as their election cannot be delayed longer 
than the 11th of next month, If you ſee this matter in the ſame light that it 
appears to me, I hope you will burn this, and pardon me for giving you ſo 
much trouble about an impracticable thing; but, if you think there is a 
probability of obtaining the favour aſked, I am ſure your humanity, and 
propenſity to relieve merit in diſtreſs, will incline you to ſerve the poor man, 
without my adding any more to the trouble I have Siready, * You. * 
A | aſſuring 8 5 I am, with great truth, Sir, . 

—_ . ff.. hb. 6: Hoy chip humble eme, n 
— 5 | + Trentham, Avg, I, 1739.” 7 7 „ a He 


ods So * 
— r — n K ˙— es - — oy ? — $e> IE 31 - — — 
6 44 ws —_ : = 3:0 > 4 > . * N - - — — — . 
Sa Nod The Toes ee as io Br 9 r 3 en 2 n ps; „* „„ EV a 5 r AXES : 
= > Spleen r 5 n 8 . D n . N n 0 n 5 8 8 + 0 
ay oP 3 — — 3 n £ . 89 K 


N * 
5 8 EL ſ 1 — — pi 56. AN prog 2 A Boat. 3 at - * an * 
S "Ga Lo» SE Rue; A rr en rr : — - MTN, * . ⁵² IE, Poole ID F x; - 5 " 
A Wi q f c c Bok 8 . * — 2 2 - — ——— ya 
1 * - * 6 2 4 8 4 
C "* ae” - 21 . L INEY 
+ — Sm 5 TG 


; "2s ; Ks ©; . 


—_—  . 5 © "64 was, perhaps no ſmall PT TORT CTR to Joknſon that this + reſpettable 
V application had not the deſired effect; yet how much reaſon has there been, 
—_— both for himſelf and his country, to rejoice that it did riot ſucceed, -as he 
—_—  -. : might probably have waſted in obſcurity thoſe hours in | which he afterwards 
Is his incomparable works. 3 Hl 
About this time he made one other effort to emancipate bimſelk from the 
drudgery of authourſhip:THe applied to Dr. Adams, to conſult Dr. Smalbroke 
of the Commons, whether a perfon might be permitted to practice as an 
advocate there, without a doctor's degree in Civil Law. © I am (ſaid he) 
a total ſtranger to theſe ſtudies; but whatever is a profeſſion, and maintains 
numbers, muſt be within the reach of common abilities, and ſome degree of 
induſtry.” Dr. Adams was much pleaſed with Johnſon's deſign to employ 
bee, 3 . his talents in that manner, being confident he would have attained to great 
eminence. And, indeed, I cannot conceive a man better qualified to make 
_— — : a diſtinguiſhed figure as a lawyer; for, he would have brought to his pro- 
_— - fſeeſſion a fich ſtore of various knowledge, an uncommon acuteneſs, and a 
r 5 command of language, in which ew could have equalled,” and none have 
ſurpaſſed. 
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muſt have been a powerful advocate in any cauſe. But here, alſo, the want 


1 accepted. 
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ſurpaſſed him. He who could diſplay cloquence and wit in defence of the 
deciſion of the Houſe of Commons upon Mr. Wilkes's election for Middle- = 
ſex, and of the unconſtitutional taxation. of our fellow ſubjects in America, 


of a degree was an inſurmountable bar. * | | 5 
He was, therefore, under the neceſſity of perſevering in that courſe, 
into which he had been forced; and we find, that his propoſal from Green- 


wich to Mr. Cave, for a tranſlation of Father Paul Sarpi's Hiſtory, was 


Some ſheets of this tranſlation were printed off, but the deſign was dropt; 
for it happened, oddly enough, that another perſon of the name of Samuel 
Johnſon, Librarian of St. Martin's in the Fields, and Curate of that pariſh, ©” 
engaged in the ſame undertaking, and was patroniſed by the Clergy, particu- 
larly by Dr. Pearce, afterwards Biſhop of Rocheſter. Several light ſkirmiſhes 
paſſed between the rival tranſlators, in the newſpapers. of the day; and the 
conſequence was, that they deſtroyed each other, for neither of them went on 
with the work. It is much to be regretted, that the able performance of that 
celebrated genius Fxa Paolo, loſt the advantage of being incorporated into 
Britiſh literature by the maſterly hand of Johnſon.  . FL. 
L have in my poſſeſſion, by the favour of Mr. John Nichols, a paper in 
Johnſon's hand-writing, entitled © Account between Mr. Edward Cave and 
Sam. Johnſon, in relation to a verſion of Father Paul, &c. begun Auguſt 
the 2d, 1738 ;” by which it appears, that from that day to the 21ſt of April, 


- 7 In the Weekly Miſcellany, October 21, 1738, there appeared the following advertiſement 
r Juſt publiſhed, Propoſals for printing the Hiſtory of the Council of Trent, tranflated from the 
Italian of Father Paul Sarpi ; with the Authour's Life, .and Notes theological, hiſtorical, and 
eritical, from the French edition of Dr. Le Courayer. To which are added, Obſervations on 
the Hiſtory, and Notes and Illuſtrations from various Authours, both printed and manuſeript. 
By S. Johnfon.. 1. The work will conſiſt of two hundred ſheets, and be two volumes in quarto, 
printed on good paper and letter. 2. The price will be 18s. each volume, to be paid, half a guinea 
at the time of ſubſcribing, half a guinea at the delivery of the firſt volume, and the reſt at the 
delivery of the ſecond volume in ſheets. 3. Two-pence to be abated for every ſheet leſs than two 4 
hundred. N It may be had on a large paper, in three volumes, at the price of three guineas ; one 
to be paid at the time of ſubſcribing, another at the delivery of the firſt, and the reſt at the deli. 
very of the other volumes. The work is now in the preſs, and will be diligently proſecuted. Sub- 
ſcriptions are taken in by Mr. Dodſley in Pall-Mall, Mr. Rivington in St. Paul's Church-yard,, 
by E. Cave at St. John's Gate, and the Tranſlator, at No. 6 in Caſtle-ſtreet, by Cavendiſh. 
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1738. Jane received for this work 491. 75. in ſums of one, two, three, and Joes 
times four guineas at à time, moſt frequently two. And it is curious to 
obſerve the minute and ſcrupulous, accuracy with which Johnſon has paſted 
upon it a ſlip of paper, which he has entitled“ Small Account,“ and which 
Contains one article, Sept. gth, ME, Cave laid down 25. 64. There is fub. * 
7 joined to this aceount, a liſt of ſome ſubſcribers to the work, partly in | 
ES | | Ichnſon s hand- writing, partly in that of another perſon; and there follows a | 
8 Wy leaf or two on which are written a number of characters which have the 24 
. of a ſhort band, which, perhaps, ] ohnſon was then rer to learn, 


— 
Etat. 2g. 


| 8 555 To Me, Cavs. 1 
FN 4 8 IR, | | | Wedneſday. 

« I D1D not care to detain your ſervant while I wrote an anſwer to 
your letter, in which you ſeem to inſinuate that 1 had promiſed more than! 
. am ready to perform. If 1 have raiſed your expectations by any thing that '_ 

8 5 may have eſcaped my memory, I am ſorry; and if you remind me of it, 
WE ſhall thank you for the favour. * If I made fewer alterations than uſual i in the 

4 Lum? gu Sl. Debates, it was only becauſe there appeared, and ſtill appears to be, leſs need 
. 1 b T4 * 7 wDof alteration. The verſes to Lady Firebrace * may be had when you pleaſe, for 
| Zul. 2, you know that ſuch a ſubject neither deſerves much thought, nor requires it. 
apr” hr bþ _ The Chineſe Stories ꝰ may be had folded down when you pleaſe to ſend, 

- 0 in which I do not recolle& that you defired any alterations to be made. 
152469 CE e An anfwer to another query I am very willing to write, and had conſulted 
. Voith you about it laſt night if there had been time; for I think it the moſt 
F proper way of inviting ſuch a correſpondence as may be an advantage to the 


1 


o 


« . - _ paper, not a load upon it. 

W Ag.to. the Prize Verſes, 3 back wardneſs to determine their degrees of 
es merit is not peculiar to me. You may, if you pleaſe, ſtill have what T can 
PE 3 ſay; ; but I ſhall engage with little ſpirit in an affair, which I ſhall hardy end 

N to my own Hon, and en not to the ſatisfaction of the parties 


CT concerned. 
C As to Father Paul, 1 have not yet been juſt to my propoſal, dun here 
maeleet with impediments, which, 1 hope, are now at an end; and if you find 


„ | hey arcs, apared in the Gendenin's Magazine with this ite, * Verſes to Lady 
N 5 e at Bury Aſflzes.“ 

a Du Halde's Preſcription of China was then publiſhing by Mr. Cave in weekly unden, 
whence Johnſon was to ſelect pieces for the embelliſhment of the Magazine. N. 


| 55 The premium of forty pany propoſed for the belt poem on me Divine Attributes is here 


= 
. 
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the progreſs hereafter not ſuch as you ads a ſr to expect, you car eaſily 
ftimulate a negligent tranſlator, _ 

« If any or all of theſe have contributed to your diſcontent, I will endeavour 
to remove it; and deſire you to om tho * to which you wiſh for 
an eh 1 am, Sir, | | 
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C Tour humble ſervant, 
| SAU. Ton son. 


| - 5 M. Cavs. 5 
Six, 1 - r N u date]. 

« FAM pretty much of your opinion, that the Commentary cannot- 
be proſecuted with any appearance of ſucceſs; for as the names of the authours 

concerned are of more weight in the performance than its own intrinſick 
merit, the publick: will be ſoon fatisfied? with it. And I think the Examen 
mould be puſhed forward with the utmoſt expedition. Thus, This day, &c. 
An Examer of Mr. Pope's Eſſay, &c. containing a ſuccinct Account of the 
Philoſophy of Mr. Leibnitz on the Syſtem of the Fataliſts, with a Confutation. 
of their Opinions, and an Illuſtration of the Doctrine of Free- will; [with 

what elſe you think proper]. 

ee Tt will, above all, be neceſſary to. take notice, that i it is a thing diſtin” 
from the Commentary. 
A was ſo far from imagining they ſtood {till *, that T conceived them to 

have a good deal beforehand, and therefore was leſs anxious in providing them 
more. But if ever they ſtand ſtill on my account, it muſt doubtleſs be 

charged to me; and whatever elſe ſhall be reaſonable, I ſhall not oppoſe ; but 
beg a ſuſpenſe of judgement till morning, when I muſt intreat you to ſend: 
me a nen ro ſals, and ou ſhall then have copy to _ I am, Sir, , 
| 2 5 5 “ Your's, impranſus, — eK 255 el. bt, 

1a SAM. Jonnson.”” 

ES. Pray muſter up the Propoſals if 5 you. can, or let the boy recall own: 

from che bookſellers.” 


y +4 A he e with Mr. Coe concerning a aden. 
of Crouſaz's Examen of Pope's Eſſay on Man, and gaye. advice as one 
anxious for its ſucceſs nene Wee Ente. 


The n in Mr. Care O bing bes bs * by this letter to ns then waid: 
for copy. N. 


$ . : = 
. 7 ! » 
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1738. that this tranſlation was erroneouſly aſcribed to him; and I have found Fry 
F point aſcertained, beyond all doubt, by the e amade in Dr. Birch's 
Maut in the Britiſh Mu 1 W 


9 


Kat. 29. 


ety 


5 Yoo Sm ey Bl 27 Cantina. 8. P. D. n Bixch. N 
1 ven onem tuam Examinis Crouſaziant jam perlegi. Summam hl et clegantiam, E 
et in re d Fcillimd proprietatem, admiratus. 

e Dabam Novemb. 27* 9 387.” 


— 


Indeed Mrs. Carter has lately acknowledged to Mr. Seward, that ſhe Was 
; the tranſlator of the Examen. 
If is remarkable, that Johnſon? s laſt quoted LE to Mr. Os concludes 
- with a fair confeſſion that he had not a dinner; and it is no leſs remarkable, 

that, though | in this Fate of want himſelf, his benevolent heart was not inſen- 
ſible to the neceſſities of an humble labourer in e as e from the 
very next letter: VVG 


5 DAR SiR, 1 8 5 . ed. tx. . 
OU may remember 1 have ea talked a you "about a 

” Military Dictionary. The eldeſt Mr. Macbean, who was with Mr. Chambers, 

On 4. ( materials for ſuch a-work, which I have ſeen, and will do it at 
5 aàãꝛ a very low rate. I think the terms of War and Navigation might be com- 

| priſed, with good explanations, in one 8 vo. Pica, Which he is willing to do 
for twelve ſhillings a ſheet, to be made up a guinea at the ſecond Unprefſion, 
If oy think « on it 1 will wait on you with him. I am, Sir, 
e, Tour humble F 


„„ e e eee 5 ce San. Tonus. 
. =, 0 Proy fend me © Topk on Animals.” 9275 „ 1 


-, I mut not omit o mention, thar? this Mr. Machean was A native of 
Scotland. "45460 

In the Gentleman's Magazine of this year, Johnſon gave a Life of F 2 
Paul;“ and he wrote the Preface to the Volume, r which, though prefixed to 

It when bound, is | always publiſhed with the Appendix, and is therefore the laſt 
compoſition belonging to it. The ability and nice adaptation with which he 
{ould 2 8 17 the Fre addreſs, was one of his peculiar ercellencies. | 
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11 appears too, that he paid a friendly attention to Mrs. Elizabeth Carter; 1739. 


for, in a letygr, from Mr. Cave to Dr. Birch, November 28, this year, I find Tr 7 


e Mr. Johnſon adviſes Miſs C. to undertake a tranſlation of Boethius de Cons. 
becauſe: there is proſe and verſe, and to put her name to it when publiſhed.” 
This advice was not followed, probably from an apprehenſion that the work 
was not ſufficiently popular for an extenſive ſale. How well ' Johnſon himſelf 
could have executed a tranſlation of this philoſophical poet, we _ Judge 

from a ſpecimen which he has given in the Rambler t. 


O gui i perpetud mundum ratione gubernas, 
Terrarum cælique ſator !— 1 Jj%ͤ Te en 
to e * Diqice terrenæ nubulas et — mois, Þ 
© Atque tuo  folendore mica! Tu namque ſerenum, 
c, © Tu requies tranquilla pits. Te cernere Anis, * 
P, incipium, veitor, dux, ſemita, terminus, : idem. * 


Net O THov whoſe power o'er moving worlds aides. K 
Whoſe voice created, and whoſe wiſdom guides, 
te On darkling man in pure effulgence ſhine, 
And cheer the clouded mind with light divine. 
is thine alone to calm the pious breaſt, 
e With filent confidence and holy reſt ; 
{© From thee, great Gop ! we ſpring, to 7 we el 
817 59 Path, motive, guide, original, and end!” 


In 17 3 9, beſide the aſſiſtance which he gave to the Partilmentaty Debates, 
tis wrigings in the Gentleman's Magazine were, © The Life of Boerhaave,*” 
in which it is to be obſerved, that he diſcovers that love of chymiſtry which 
never forſook him; „An Appeal to the Publick in behalf of the Editor; “ 
An Addreſs to the Reader ;f” An Epigram both in Greek and Latin to 
Eliza,“ and alſo Engliſh verſes to her;“ and, A Greek Epigram to Dr. 
Birch.“ It has been erroneouſly ſuppoſed, that an Eſſay publiſhed in that 
Magazine this year, entitled“ The Apotheoſis of Milton,” was written by 
Johnſon; and on that ſuppoſition i it has been improperly inſerted in the edition 
of his works by the bookſellers, after his deceaſe. Were there no poſitive 
teſtimony as to this point, the ſtyle of the performance, and the name of 
Shakſpeare not being mentioned in an Eſſay profeſſedly reviewing the principal 
Engliſh poets, would aſcertain it not to be the production of Johnſon. But 
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there is here no occaſion to refort to internal evidence; for my Lord Biſhop | 
of Carliſle has affured me, that it was written by Guthrie. His ſeparate pub- 


+ Hications were, © A Complete Vindication of the Licenſers of the Stage, from 


the malicious and ſcandalous Aſperſions of Mr. Brooke, Authour of Guſtavus 


Vaſa,*” being an ironical Attack upon them for their Suppreſſion of that 


Tragedy; and, © Marmor Norfolcienſe; or an Effay on an ancient prophetical 


Inſcription in monkiſh Rhyme, lately diſcovered near Lynne in Norfolk, by 


PROBUS BRTITANNICUSs.“ In; this performance, he, in a feigned inſcription, 


ſuppoſed ta have been found in Norfolk, the county-of Sir Robert Walpole, 
then the obnoxious prime miniſter of this country, inveighs | againſt the 
Brunſwick ſucceſſion; and the meaſures of government conſequent upon it. 
To this ſuppoſed prophecy he added a Commentary, making each expreſſion 


apply to the times, with warm Anti-Hanoverian zeal. MO. 


This anonymous pamphlet, .T believe, did not make ſo much noi as Was: 


expected, and, therefore, had not a very extenſive circulation. Sir John 


Hawkins relates, that * warrants were iſſued, and meſſengers employed to 

apprehend the authour ; who, though he had. forborne to ſubſcribe his name 
to the pamphlet, the vigilance of thoſe in Purſuit of him had diſcovered ;” 
and we are informed, that he lay concealed in Lambeth-marſh till the ſcent 


after him grew cold. This, however, is altogether without foundation; for 


Mr. Steele, one of the Secretaries of the Treaſury, who, amidſt a variety of 
important bufineſs, politely —_ me with his attention to my inquiry, 
informs me, that © he directed every poſſible ſearch to be made in the records. 
of the Treaſury and Secretary of State s Office, but could find no trace 
whatever of any warrant 2 been ifſued to apprehend the authour 9 this. 


i 
« Marmor Nortoleienſe 27 — al ſcarce, ſo thas I, for many 


years, endeavoured in vain to procure a copy of it. At laſt I was indebted 


to the malice of one of Johnſon's numerous petty adverſaries, who, in 1775, 
publiſhed a new edition of it, © with Notes and a Dedication to Samver. 


| | Jonnson, LL. D. by TxnURus; in which ſome puny ſcribbler invidiouſly 


attempted to found upon it a charge of inconſiſtency againſt its authour, 
becauſe he had accepted of a penſion from his preſent Majeſty,” and had 
written in ſupport of the meaſures of government. As a mortification to ſuch, 
impotent malice, of which there are fo many inſtances towards men of emi- 
nence, I am happy to relate, that this zelum imbelle did not reach its exalted 
object, till about a year after it thus appeared, when I mentioned it to him, 
=Auppaling that he knew of the re-publication, To my ſurprize, he had not 


* yet 


by 
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yet i of it. He requeſted me to go directly and get it for him, which 1 1 . 
did. He looked at it and laughed, and ſeemed to be much diverted with the 30. 
feeble efforts of his unknown adverſary, who, I hope, is alive to read this 
account. Now (faid he) here is ſomebody who thinks he has vexed me 
ſadly; yet, if it had not been ** you, you rogue, I ſhould probably never 

have ſeen it.” * 7 / 

As Mr. Pope's note concerning Johnſon alluded to in a former page, refers * ., _,__ 7 
both to his « London,” and his © Marmor Norfolcienſe,” I have deferred {6 
inſerting it till now. I am indebted for it to Dr. Percy, the Biſhop of yr | 
Dromore, who permitted me to copy it from the original in his poſſeſſion. aw 6 2 
It was preſented to his Lordſhip by Sir foſhua Reynolds, to whom it was hz Le. 3255 
given by the ſon of Mr. Richardſon the painter, the perſon to whom it is Fa ey ee (Gs 
addreſſed. I have tranſcribed it with minute exactneſs, that the peculiar 
mode of writing, and imperſect ſpelling of that celebrated poet, may be a. 5 
exhibited to the curious in literature. It Juſtifies Swift's epithet of © paper- 2 Sq | 
| ſparing Pope,” for i it is written on a flip no larger than a common meſlage- . 25 
card, and was ſent to Mr. Richardſon, along with the Imitation of Juvenal. 22 e 


* 


ce 17 his is . by one „ who ot in for a Publick School w_— 
e in Shropſhire *, but was Diſappointed. He has an Infirmity of the — N 2 922 
« convulſive kind, that attacks him ſometimes, ſo as to make Him a . — G „„ 
« ſad Spectacle. Mr. P. from the Merit of This Work which was all / „ 
« the knowledge he had of Him endeavour'd to ſerve Him without his 
ce own application; & wrote to my LA. gore, but he did not ſucceed. 
« Mr. Johnſon publiſh'd afterw. another Poem in Latin with Notes * 
<« whole very Humerous call'd the Norfolk Prophecy. 
& * 


"Goble had been told of this note by Pope ; 14 Sir Joſhua Revinhi 
informed him of the compliment which it contained, but, from delicacy, 
avoided ſhewing him the paper itſelf. When Sir Joſhua obſerved to Johnſon 
that he ſeemed very deſirous to ſee Pope's note, he anſwered, * Who would 
not be proud to have fuch a man as Pope ſo ſolicitous in inquiring about him ?” 
The infirmity to which Mr. Pope alludes, appeared to me alſo, as I have 

elſewhere * obſerved, to be of the convulſive kind, and of the nature of that 
_ diſtemper called St. Vitus's dance; and in this opinion I am confirmed by the 


1 4 See note, p. 6. 5 Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3d edit. p. 8. 
| 3 deſcription 


— . ⅛ —ͤ'9¹ . . DR 
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deſeription which Sydenham gives of that diſcaſe. e This diſorder is a thang 
of convulſion. It manifeſts itſelf by halting or unſteadineſs of one of the legs, 
| | vieh the patient draws after him like an ideot. If the hand of the ſame fide 
„ applied to the breaſt, or any othef part of the body, he cannot keep it a 
m_—  _-'” ed + moment in the ſame poſture, but it will be drawn into a UNO one by a 
—_—_ | convulſion, notwithſtanding all his efforts to the - contrary.” Sir Joſhua 
4 _— | | Reynolds, however, 18 of a INIT . . has eee me with che 
following paper. 
„ Thoſe motions or icky of Dr. Johnſon are e called con- 
vulſions. He could ſit motionleſs, when he was told ſo to do, as well as 
__ _ 5 any other man; my opinion is, that it proceeded from a habit he had 
= indulged himſelf in, of accompanying his thoughts with certain untoward 
= 2 © = ations, and thoſe actions always appeared to me as if they were meant to 
, . a reprobate ſome part of his paſt conduct. Whenever he was not engaged 
5 in converfation, ſuch thoughts were ſure to ruſh into his mind; and, for this 
=. * reaſon, any company, any employment whatever, he preferred to being alone: 
; N 1 = 5 5 „The buſineſs of his life (he ſaid) was to eſcape from himſelf; this diſpo- 
3 i ſtton he conſidered as the diſeaſe of his mind, which nothing cured but company. * 
5 deb One inſtance of his abſence and particularity, as it is characteriſtick of 
N 1 72 / E the man, may be worth relating. When he and 1 took a journey together 
WEL”. in ur 7 into the Weſt, we viſited the late Mr. Banks, of Dorſetſhire; ;. dhe conver- 


. before hin then Penzing up his left K 5 Weiches his Hoke till Laker 
— 14 on. The old gentleman obſerving him, went up to him, and in a very 
courteous manner aſſured him, that though it was not a new houſe, the floor- 
ing was perfectly ſafe. The Doctor ſtarted 2 his e be a n 
waked out of his ſleep, but ſpoke not a word.“ ; ; 
| While we are on this ſubject, my readers may 1 not be Lifpleaſed. with 
another anecdote, cormunicated to me by the ſame friend;. from the aden 
of Mr. Hogarth, _ 
| ]ohnſon uſed to be a pretty ee viſker at the houſe of Mr. Richardſon 
— TR — 42 - authour of Clariſſa, and other novels of extenſive reputation. Mr. Hogarth 
3 5 . Tame one day to ſee Richardſon, ſoon after the execution of. Dr. Cameron, 
25 / * oo — , for having taken arms for the houſe of Stuart in 1745-6; and being a warm 
partiſan of George the Second, he obſerved to Richardſon, that certainly 
there muſt have been ſome very unfavourable circumſtances lately diſcovered 


in 1 this * caſe, which had induced the King to approve of an execution. 
for 


7 Na mp3. 
a 2 Mor 
— a Y OT Oi 
y — 0 — x a — . ; s 9 1 pA, 
a _— —— n e n 8 * 1 nk 
* r — „ » ” 0 N - N 7 — 
* K N ne ET TL 7 * nl 5 * 8 8 * 8 TP WA, 2 * 9 2 
k X' Wy * x 
# — . % 1 * 0 a 4 N 
1 2 8 ; n 8 "S, x ; 


— 3 
Re — 
FFF Tee 
—— 


— 3 
* * 8 w, 4 
5 7 I 
* 


0 hs oy EE In 1 * 2 1 ms * 
bo e n n 4 rs _ \ 
— 5 Con * 1 — MES, OOPS EN CIT I TOY SECS, \ 
> 1 . S * F — on 3 : 
DE - — == © frets, a2 4 s = — 2 WW ; Des —. 4 8 = 
c 2957 8 — 2 _ „ 3 3 * a P — — * e M 3 
1 * * * — 8 N pre yn aye”. 4 * 
. a 
EN = l 


5 — — 
r 
* R % e — 2 . 
N * J - 8 
$ : ay 7 fa 
4 x 
* by 
: e . 


the 2 8 0 1 
r 


r Ab o bu ros. 
ſor rebellion ſo long after the. time when it was committed, as this had the 
his Majeſty's uſual clemency. While he was talking, he perceived a perſon 


ſtanding at a window in the room, ſhaking his head, and rolling himſelf about 
in a ſtrange ridiculous manner. He concluded that he was an ideot, whom 


his relations had put under the care of Mr. Richardſon, as a very good man. 


To his great ſurprize, however, this figure ſtalked forwards to where he and 


Mr. Riehardſon were ſitting, and all at once took up the argument, and 


burſt out into an invective againſt George the Second, as one, who, upon all 
| occaſions, was unrelenting and barbarous ; mentioning many inſtances, par- 
. ticularly, that when an officer of high rank had been acquitted by a Court 


Martial, George the Second had, with his own hand, ſtruck his name off the 


lift. In ſhort, he diſplayed ſuch a power of eloquence, that Hogarth looked 
at him with aſtoniſhment, and actually imagined that this ideot had been at 
the ntoment inſpired. Neither 5 nor nme were made Known to 
each other at this interview. 

In 1740 he wrote for the Sener 5 Magazine the 1 Preface,F” « Life 
of Admiral Drake,“ and the firſt parts of thoſe of Sir Francis Blake,“ and 


of << « Philip Baretier,*” both which he finiſhed the err after. He alſo wrote 2 „ 


1 Eſſay on Epitaphs,F” and an „ Epitaph on Philips, a Muſician, “ 
hich: was afterwards publiſhed with ſome other pieces of his, in Mrs. 
Williams's Miſcellanies. This Epitaph is fo exquiſitely beautiful, that I 
remember even Lord Kanes, ſtrangely -prejudiced as he was againſt Dr. 
Johnſon, was compelled to allow it very high praiſe. It has been aſcribed to 


Mr. Garrick, from its appearing at firſt with the ſignature G; but I have 


heard Mr. Garrick declare, that it was written by Dr. Johnſon, and give the 


following account of the manner in which it was compoſed. Johnſon and he 


. were ſitting together; when, amongſt other things, Garrick — an — 
upon this Philips by a Dr. Wilkes, in theſe words: 


% Impartial poſterity may, perhaps, be as little inclined as. Dr. Iohnſon was to juſtify 8 
mon rigour exerciſed in the caſe of Dr. Archibald Cameron. He was an amiable and truly honeſt 


man; and his offence was owing to a generous, though miſtaken principle of duty. Being obliged, 


after 1746, to give up his profeſſion as a phyſician, and go into foreign parts, he was honoured 
with the rank of Colonel, both in the French and Spaniſh ſervice. He was a ſon of the ancient 
and reſpectable family of Cameron, of Lochiel; and his brother, who was the Chief of that 
brave clan, diſtinguiſhed himſelf by moderation and humanity, while the Highland army 
marched victorious through Scotland. It is remarkable of this Chief, that though he had earneſtly 
remonſtrated againſt the attempt as hopeleſs, he was of too heroick a ſpirit not to venture his life 
and fortune in the cauſe, when perſonally aſked by him whom he thought his Prince. 


« Exalted 


274. 
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appearance of putting a man to death in cold blood © „ and was very unlike Tur, gr. 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON: 


08 Exalted foul! whole harmony could pleaſe 
« The love-ſick virgin, and the gouty caſe; 
Could jarring diſcord, like Amphion, move 
To beauteous order and harmonious love; 
4 Reſt here in peace, till angels bid thee riſe, 5 
. « And me meet thy bleſſed Saviour in the ſkies.” —- 


— 1 


| Johnſon ſhook his head x theſe common-place funereal we and aid to 
Garrick, * I think, Davy, I can make a better.” Then, ſtirring about his 
tea for a little while, in a ſtate of mene * almoſt PRE: produced 


_ the 1 verſes: : 


2 Philips take th harmonious could remove 
« The pangs of guilty power or hapleſs love; 

« Reſt here, diſtreſs'd by poverty no more, & 4. , * uy 
<« Here find that calm thou gav'ſt fo oft 4+ gy N eee 
< Sleep, undiſturb'd, within this peaceful ſhrine, . N e 
Till angels wake thee wn a note teh thine ! „ ; e 


At he fame time that Mr. 5 ef me ch this ee he 

repeated a very pointed Epigram by Johnſon, on George the Second and 

Colley Cibber, which has never yet appeared, and of which I know not the 
exact date, Dr. Johnſon afterwards gave it to me en 1371 


ce Auguſtus ſtill ſurvives in Marc's ftrain, „ = ig of FA 
« And Spencer's verſe prolongs Eliza's T 
Great George's acts let tuneful Cibber ſing; af; 1 A 7 
” , 125 | a Are 
Bed. Nature e form'd the Poet for the K Ki ing. ol ron Et fred 
In 1741 he wrote for the TO rey 8 Magazine ce the Preface,t” cc Conclu- 
ſion of his Lives of Drake and Baretier,*” A free Tranſlation of the Jeſts of 
Hierocles, with an Introduction; ' and, I think, the following pieces: 
Debate on the Propoſal of Parliament to Cromwell, to aſſume the Title of 
King, abridged, methodiſed, and digeſted ;” < Tranſlation of Abbe Guyon's 
Diſſertation on the Amazons ;f” © Tranſlation of Fontenelle's Panegyrick on 
Dr. Morin. f Two notes upon this appear to me undoubtedly his. He 
this year, and the two following, wrote the Parliamentary Debates. He told 
me himſelf, age he was the ſole compoſer of them for thoſe three en only. 
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| THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. . 
Hie was not, however, pr eciſely exact in his ſtatement, which he mentioned 


them began November 19, 1740, and ended February 23, 1742-3. 


Ik appears from ſome of Cave's letters to Dr. Birch, that Cave had better 
aſſiſtance for that branch of his Magazine, chan has been generally ſuppoſed; 


and that he was indefatigable in getting it made as perfect as he could. 
Thus, 21ſt July, 1735, © I trouble you with the incloſed, becauſe you 
ſaid you could eaſily correct what is herein given for Lord Cd's ſpeech. 
beg you will do fo as ſoon as 1975 can for me, becauſe the month is far 
advanced“. 


And, 1 5th July, 1737. © As you remember the Debates ſo far as to per- 
ceive the ſpeeches already printed are not exact, I beg the favour that you will 


peruſe the incloſed, and, in the beſt manner your memory will ſerve, correct 
the miſtaken paſſages, or add any thing that is omitted. I ſhould be very 
glad to have ſomething of the n of Nees ſpeech, which would be 
particularly of ſervice. 

:6:A n has Lord Bathurſ's FUCPY to add meta wn” 


And, July 3, 1744, © You will ſee what ſtupid, low, abominable ſtuff is 
pas? 7 upon your noble and learned friend's* character, ſuch as I ſhould quite 


reject, and endeavour to do ſomething better towards doing juſtice to the 


character. But as I cannot expect to attain my deſires in that reſpect, it 


would be a great ſatisfaction to me, as well as an honour to our work, to 


| have the favour of the genuine ſpeech. It is a method that ſeveral have been 


pleaſed to take, as I could ſhew, but I think myſelf under a reftraint. I ſhall 


fay fo far, that I have had ſome by a third hand, which J underſtood well 
enough to come from the firſt; others by penny-poſt, and others by the 


ſpeakers themſelves, who have been pleaſed to viſit St. Joie Gate, and ſhew 
particular marks of their being pleaſed?.” 

There is no reaſon, I believe, to doubt the veracity of Cave. It is, how- 
ever, remarkable, that none of theſe letters are in the years during which 
Johnſon alone furniſhed the Debates, and one of them is in the very year after 
he ceaſed from that labour. Johnſon told me, that as ſoon as he found that 
the ſpeeches were thou ght genuine, he determined that he would write no- 
more of them, for © he would not be acceſſary to the Propagation of falſhood.” 


And ſuch was the tenderneſs of his conſcience, that a ſhort time before his 


85 I ſuppoſe i in another compilation of the fame kind. | ® Doubtleſs, Lord Hardwick. 
* Birch's MSS. in the Britiſh ans 4302. — 


my 


death 


* 


. 
174. 
from haſty recollection; for it is ſufficiently evident, that his compoſition of Rus. 72. 
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80. „„ LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


"oY 141 N death he expreſſed a regret. for his AN been * authour of fiftions, Which 
2 had paſſed for realities. eto Ml 

He nevertheleſs agreed e me in ere oat ho 5 which he gad 
ftamed were to be valued as Orations upon queſtions of publick importance. 
7 They have accordingly, been collected in volumes, properly arranged, and 
recommended to the notice of parliamentary ſpeakers by a Preface, written 
by no inferiour hand.. I muſt, however, obſerve, that although there is in 


| Teh | thoſe Debates a e e ſtore of political information, and very powerful 
we 5 eloquence, I cannot agree that they exhibit the manner of each particular 


| ſpeaker, as Sir John Hawkins ſeems to think. But, indeed, what opinion 
can we have of his judgement, and taſte in publick ſpeaking, who preſumes 
to give, as the characteriſticks of two celebrated orators, the deep-mouthed 
rancour of Pulteney, and the yelping pertinacity of Pitt. 

This year I find that his tragedy of Irznz had been for ſome time ready 

for the ſtage, and that his neceſſities made him deſirous of getting as much as 
he could for it, without. delay; for there is the following letter from Mr. Cave 
to Dr. Birch, in- the ſame volume of manuſcripts in'the Britiſh Muſeum from 
whence I copied thoſe above quoted. They were moſt obligingly pointed out to 
me my Sir nn. ame e one of ne mn 1 1 Oe e. 


; tata | . ws 0 « Sept. 9, 1747. 


es: 2:08 1, HAVE put Mr. Johnſon's =: Wines into Mr. Gray 85 hands, in order 
=. to ſell it to him, if he is inclined to buy it; but I doubt whether he will or 
„„ not. He. would diſpoſe of the copy, and whatever advantage may be made by 
5 acting it. Would your ſociety“, or any gentleman or body of men that you 
N > , know, take ſuch a bargain? He and I are very unfit to deal with theatrical 
YE . - _ penſonk.” Fleetwood was to have acted it 1 10 1 but ae s diff 

. dence or 17 Prevented it.“ %% LEES 

'X have already HOI that « 1 ne was not 1 ghti into o public notice 

till Garrick was manger; of We theatre. 1 N 
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#5, 1 am 8 afſured, that the editor is s Mr. Score Chalmers whoſe commerche works. are well 
known and eſteemed. ; : 
2 Hawkins's Life of Johnſon. p. 100. e 1 A bookſeller of Lindon: £36 
| 0 7 Alt is ſtrange, that a printer who knew * much as Cave, ſhould conceive ſo ludicrous a fancy 
. 9 As xs that the Royal Society would purchaſe a Play. 
a Ibere is no eraſure heres but a mere blank ; to fill — whack may bs an exerciſe for i ingenious 
9 5 | 7 475 
ſp 


E I IPE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


dr 
In 1542 her wrote for the. Gentle man's Magazine the « Preface, - the- 1742. 


Ke nenne, u ec Eſſay on the Account of the Conduct of the tat. 5. 

Ducheſs of Marlborough, then the popular topick of converſation. This 

Effay is a ſhort but maſterly performance. We find him, in No. 13 of his 
Rambler, cenſuring a profligate ſentiment in that « Account; and again 

ijnſiſting upon it ſtrenuouſſy in converſation *,* An Account of the Life of 

Peter Burman,“ 1 believe chiefly taken from a foreign publication; as, 

indeed, he could not himſelf know much about Burman ; ©« Additions to his 

Life of Baretier ;*” c The Life of Sydenham,*” afterwards prefixed to Dr. 

' Swan's edition of this works ; < Propoſals for printing Bibliotheca Harleiana, 

or a Catalogue of the Library of the Earl of Oxford.“ His account of that 
celebrated collection of books, in which he diſplays the importance to 

literature, of what the French call a catalogue raiſonnte, when the ſubjects of 

it are extenſive and various, and it is executed with ability, cannot fail to 
imprefs all his readers with admiration of his philological attainments. It was 

afterwards prefixed to the firſt volume of the Catalogue, in which the Latin 
accounts of books were written by him. He was employed in this buſineſs. 

by Mr. Thomas Oſborne the bookſeller, . who purchaſed the library for 

13,000. a ſum, which Mr. Oldys ſays, in one of his manuſcripts, was not 

more than the binding of the books had coſt; yet, as Dr. Johnſon aſſured me, 

the ſlowneſs of the ſale was ſuch, that there was not much gained by it. It 

has been confidently related, with many embelliſhments, that Johnſon one day 
knocked Oſborne down in his ſhop, with a folio, and put his foot upon his 

neck. The ſimple truth I had from Johnſon himſelf. < Sir, he was imper- 

tinent to me, and 1 beat conan ow! it was not in his ſhop: : It was in my 

own. chamber.” _ | 

A very diligent obſerver 1 may trace nk hire we ſhould not 0 ſup- 

poſe him to be found. I have no doubt that he wrote the little abridgement 
entitled Foreign Hiſtory,” in the Magazine for December. To prove it, I 

ſhall quote the introduction. As this is that ſeaſon of the year in which 
Nature may be ſaid to command a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities, and which ſeems 
Intended, by putting a ſhort ſtop to violence and aughter, to afford time for 

malice to relent, and animoſity to ſubſide ; we can ſcarce expect any other 
accounts than of Plans. negociations and treaties, of propoſals for peace, and 
preparations for war.” As alſo this paſſage: © Let thoſe who deſpiſe the 
wad of the Swiſs, tell us by what wonderful policy, or 155 what happy 


5 . of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3d edit, p. 167. 


M conciliation 


S 


„ THE LITE OF DR. JOHN SON. 


1742. nn of intereſts, it is brought to paſs, that in a body made up of 
— IT different communities and different religions, there ſhould be no civil com- 

| mmotions, though the people are ſo marſhes at! to e and raiſe an; 15 | 
7 is the ſame.” . D ee ! | 

I am obliged to Mr. Aſtle for his ready mails c e "oy 
ing letters, of which the originals. are in his poſſeſſion. "Their contents ſhew 2 

that they were written about this time, and that Johnſon was now In in 

ere an hiſtorical account of the Britiſn ** M d 50 


"4 


el To Mr. Ca A v K. „ | 
ec ITY | WO. 5 ba date, 5 
| . @. ] BELEEVE Tam going to write a long letter, and have therefore 
taken a whole ſheet of paper. The firſt E thing to be written about is our 
hiſtorical deſign. | | | 
« You mentioned the propoſal of printing in gen, as an i alteration ; in 
7 the ſcheme, but I believe you miſtook, ſome way or other, my meaning ; I 
BY had no other view than that you me rather Pane too many of five mm 
than of five and thirty. 1 
« With regard to what I ſhall * on the manner of proceeding, 1 . 
have it underſtood as wholly indifferent to m and my ä * not my 

reſolution. Emporis fit eligere. 1 5 

« I think the inſertion of the exact dates of the moſt 1 important events in 
5 the margin, or of ſo many events as may enable the reader to regulate the 
order of facts with ſufficient exactneſs, the proper medium between a journal 

which has regard only to time, and a hiſtory which ranges facts according to 
their dependence on each other, and poſtpones or anticipates according to the 
convenience of narration. I think the work ought to. partake of the ſpirit of 
. hiſtory, which is contrary to minute exactneſs, and of the regularity of a 
ns Journal, which is inconſiſtent with ſpirit. - F or 888 e I neither admit 
. numbers or dates, nor reject them. 

. « T am of your opinion with regard to placing ant of the celolucinns, &c. 
in the margin, and think we ſhall give the moſt complete account of par- 
liamentary proceedings that can be contrived. The naked papers, without 

an hiſtorical treatiſe interwoven, require ſome other book to make them un- 
derſtood. I will date the ſucceeding facts with ſome exactneſs, but I think in 
the margin. You told me on Saturday that I had received money on this 
work, and found ſet down 13. 2s. 6d. reckoning the half guinea of laſt 
2 Saturday. As you hinted to me that you had many calls for money, 1 would 
| Not preſs you too hard, and therefore ſhall deſire only, as I fend it in, two 
5 * guineas | 


7 


that ſhall likewiſe lye by. in you 


South Sea . 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON 
cuineas-for's ſheet of copy the reſt. you may pay me when it hs more 


expenſive. . 


* 


jor” « The Life of 8 I am ready to go upon; and in Great Primer, and 


Pica, notes, I reckon on ſending in half a ſheet a day; but the money for 
ur hands till it is done. With the debates, ſhall 
1 not have buſineſs enough+ if: I had but good pens. 


Towards Mr. Savage's Life what more have you got? I would willingly 
have his trial, &c. and know whether his defence be at Briſtol; and would 
have his collection of poems, on account of the preface The Plain Dealer,. — 


1 the magazines that have any thing of his, or relating to him. 
ge thought my letter would be long, but it is now ended; and 1 


am, LP 17 | | 
cc Your ; &c. 


| wn Sam. Jounsox.” 
« „The boy found me e writing this tht) in the dark, when I could not 
quite eaſily read yours. 
I have read the [talian—nothing i in it is well. 
« I had no notion of having any thing for the I nſcription. 


bei” dot 8 7 
To hb Cavs. | i 


ce SIR, 

« YOU did not t tel me your Jenna about the Soldier”s Letter . 

which I am confident was never printed. I think it will not do by itſelf, 
or in any other place, ſo well as the Mag. Extraordinary. 


it at all, I believe you do not think ] ſet it gh, and I will be glad if what 


you give, you v give quickly. 


© You need not be in care about ſomething to print, for J have got the 
State Trials, and ſhall extract Layer, Atterbury, and Macclesfield from them, 
and ſhyfl bring them to you ina | formight ; after which I will try to get the 


[No date, nor ſignature.) 


+ I have not diſcovered what this was. 


M 2 


| 1 hope you 
don't think I kept it it to extort a price. I could think of nothing, till to 
day. If you could ſpare me another guinea for the hiſtory, I ſhould take it 
very kindly, to night ; but 1 you do not, I ſhall not think it an injury. 
1a am _ 9's _ 7 .. 


3 


If you will have 


$3 
1742. 


I would © 


WY 3 r n Hal, for ſome time, be very Far. 33- 
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Etat. 34. 


informs me, and inſerted i in the Gentleman's ee of "this 1 11 0 


the French of Du 0 Hide r . .. 
His writings in the Gentleman's Magazine i in 1743, are, TS Phefice,s 


the Parliamentary Debates, | © Conſi derations on the Diſpute © between 
Croufaz and Warburton; on Pope's: Eſſay on Man, 2 in which; "While he 
defends Crouſaz, he ſhews an admirable metaphyſical acuteneſs arid: temperance 
in controverſy ; © Ad Eautam parituram Epigramma ;* „ and, ©A Latin 
Tranſlation of Pope's Verſes on his Grotto 3% and; as he could employ his 
pen with equal ſucceſs upon a ſmall matter as a great, I ſuppoſe him to be 
the author of an advertiſemenit for N conce ning the HE 2 * : 


Ef 07D "IT: ER g erlesen 


LT e . 

But I ſhould think myſelk uch Jamie Boch to NY Mhiſtriou! peng And 
en did J not introduce here, with more than ordinary reſpect, an 
exquiſitely beautiful Ode, which has not been inſerted in any of the collections 


of Johnſon's poetry, written by him at a very early period, as Mr. Hector 


3 


FxIzxps Ur, an Ovz.*, 924 


FarenpSHiP, peculiar boon of heaven, 1 ep 
The noble mind's delight and pri Pride, 7 2H 

To men and angels only given, 5 
To all the lower world deny d. 3 


While love, 8 among the bleſt, 
Parent of thouſand wild deſires; 
The ſavage and the human breaſt 
T orments alike with raging f fires. | 


With bright, but oft deſtructive, gleam, 
Alike o'er all his lightnings fly; 

Thy lambent glories only beam 
Around the fav'rites- of the ſky. 55 


SR, Angliacas 1 inter 1 Laura puellar, 
| Mar uteri pondus depofitur grave, 
Adfit, Laura, tibi facilis Lucina dolenti, 
| News tibi noceat prænituiſſe Dee. 


Mr. Hector was ths when this Epigram was made kj: The firſt line was propoſed 
by Dr. James, and Johnſon was called upon wy: the company to finiſh it, which he inſtantly did. 
Thy 


2 


# + * S 
110 ; <P 5'S 


ate Nor ſhall 1 e ceaſe to glow, 
1 When ſouls to bliſsful climes remove: 
ute! War ried our virtue here below, 1 
Shall aid our n above. . WW. 


S. Gt. IS, Eros 
e ee oo IAEA AT ee 299 of 


1 HE LIFE Of DR. JOHNSON: o 

Thy gentle flows of guiltleſs j Joys "n 

On fools and villains ne'er deſcend ; | * 

In vain for thee the tyrant ſighs, q 8 1 

And hugs a flatterer for a friend. | | 1 

Directreſs of . brave and „ = 

O guide us through life's darkſome way! i" 

8 And let the tortures of miſtruſt if | 
On ſelfiſh boſoms only prey. i 

1 


3 


* 
* 8 dir 
* — Sn 
2 — — — o 
. * 2 
gr * 5 


Johnſon had now an ofipottanity. of obliging his {choolfellow Dr. "Hee ; 
of whom he, once obſerved, © no man brings more mind to his profeſſion.” 
James publiſhed this year his Medicinal Dictionary,“ in three volumes 
folio. Johnſon, as I underſtood from him, had written, or aſſiſted in writing, 
the propoſals for this work; and being very fond of the ſtudy of phyſick, in 
which James was his maſter,. he furniſhed ſome of the articles. He, 
however, certainly wrote for it the Dedication to Dr. Mead, f which is con- 
ceived with great addreſs, to conciliate the patronage of that very eminent 
man 

It has been circulated, I know not with what authenticity, that Johnſon 

_ conſidered Dr. Birch as a dull writer, and ſaid of him, Toni Birch is as briſk. 
as a bee in converſation; but no ſooner does he take a pen in his hand, than 


5 OY "To Dr. MRA PD. 
8 IR,. | 
THAT the Medicinal Didtimary i is dedicated 6 to you, „is to be imputed only to your 
reputation for ſuperiour ſkill in thoſe ſciences which I have endeavoured to explain and facilitate: 
and you are, therefore, to conſider this addreſs, if it be agreeable to you, as one of the rewards 
of merit; and, if. otherwiſe, as one of the inconveniencies of eminence. 

However you ſhall receive it, my deſign cannot be diſappointed ; becauſe this publick appeal 
to your judgement will ſhew that I do not found my hopes of approbation upon the ignorance « of 

N readers, and that I fear his cenſure leaſt, whoſe me is moſt extenſive. 


* ] am, Sir, | 


5 5% 


% - Your moſt obedient humble ſeryant, 


© R. IAM 2 ö | | " 0 
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HE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


it becomes a torpedo to him, and benumbs all his faculties.” That the 


literature of this country is much indebted to Birch's activity and diligence, 
muſt certainly be acknowledged. We have ſeen that Johnſon honoured him 


with a Greek Epigram; and his correſpondence. with, him, during many 


"oat 


years, proves that he * no mean en of him. 


: e 10 ix 11 3 * 2 2 11 21 Ci 
2 Dr. Breen.” 1 451 © 
ce Sin, . 5 . 5 Thurſday, Sept 29, 1743. 


« I Hop you will excuſe me "bo troubling you on an occaſion on which 


1 know not whom elſe I can apply to; I am at a loſs for the Lives and 


Characters of Earl Stanhope, the two Craggs, and the Miniſter Sunderland; 


and beg N will inform [me] where J may find them, and ſend any 


| by, Sir, 


pamnphlets, relating. to them to Mr. Cave, to be peruſed for a few days 


C Your moſt humble vents 
N 300.7 CIR Sam. JonvIon.” ; 


His circumſtances were at this tinie Hick Gerrit, yet his affection 
for his mother was ſo warm, and ſo liberal, that he took upon himſelf a debt 


of hers, which, though ſmall in itſelf, was then conſiderable to him This Tl 
appears from the following letter which he” wrote to Mr. Lovett, of Lichfield, + 1e 


the _— of which lies now 8 N 


25 Mr. Lzvyzrr, in Laib. 5 
„„ | 3% oO | December 1, 2743. 


« T am extremely ſorry that we hve encroarked fo much upon your 
forbearance with reſpect to the (intereſt, which a great perplexity of affairs 


| hindered me from thinking of with that attention that I ought, and which I 
am not immediately able to remit to you, but will pay it (I think twelve 


Pounds, ) in two months. I look upon this, and on the future intereſt of that 


mortgage, as my own debt; and beg that you will be pleaſed to give me 
directions how to pay it, and not mention it to my dear mother. If it be 
neceſſary to pay this in leſs time, I believe I can do it; but I take two 
months for certainty, and beg an anſwer whether you can allow me ſo much 
time. I think myſelf very much obliged to your forbearance, and ſhall 
Eſteem it a * 3 to be able to ſerve you, I have great opportu- 
nities 


- T1 


nities of . We 
| will give à note 


here that you ſhal 


It does not af 
Magazine, but th 
pamphlet by itſell 
maintain the high 
or RICHARD SAV. 
without wonderin 
Johnſon F for his 
titude ?: yet, as h 


mind, had ſeen lit 


ſtateſmen, and. wit 
dant ſupply of ſuc 


and as Savage's m. 


of wretchedneſs : 


brought Johnſon 


2 As a ſpecimen of 


he was under great ob 
him. The original is 


« I FIND y 
the life of your credit 


with this, to judge w] 
1 * and * you 


Sir John Hawkir 
manners, was captivat« 
remarkable degree, ace 
appear ſomewhat ludi« 
that Savage was a goo 
may be inferred from 
dexterity here alluded 


- THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
perſing any thing that you may think it proper to make publick. 1744- 
z note for the money, payable at the time mentioned, to any one e 
U ſhall appoint. I am, Sir, 
e Your moſt obedient 
cc And moſt humble ſervant, 


« SAM. JOHNSON, 
cc At Mr. Oſborne's, bookſeller, in GHy's Inn.“ 
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not appear: at he wrote ay thing i in 1744 for the Gentleman's 
but the Preface. + His life of Baretier was now re-publiſhed in a 
y itſelf. ' But he produced one work this year, fully ſufficient to 
: high reputation which he had acquired. This was „Tu Lies 
D SAVAGE;*” a man, of whom it is difficult to ſpeak impartially, 
ndering that he was for ſome time the intimate companion of = _ _, . 
Yr his character was marked by profligacy, inſolence, and ingra- 

t, as he undoubtedly had a warm and vigorous, though unregulated 

een life in all its varieties, and been much in the company of the 

ad. wits. of. his time, he could communicate to Johnſon an abun- 

of ſuch materials as his philoſophical curioſity moſt eagerly deſired ;. 

e's misfortunes and miſconduct had reduced him to the loweſt ſtate 

neſs as a writer for bread, his viſits to St. e Gate — | 
inſon and him together *. 


It 


men of his OY T inſert the following letter from him to a noble Lord, to whom 


Teat obligations, but who, on account of his bad conduct, was obliged to diſcard 
ginal i 1s in the hands of. one of his Majeſty” s Counſel learned in the Law: 


| 0 Right r Bxvrz, and Bo OB x, 
FIND you want (as Mr. is pleaſed to hint, ) to ſwear away my life, ü that i is, 
r creditor, becauſe he aſks you for a debt. The publick ſhall ſoon be acquainted 
udge whether you are not fitter to be an Iriſh Evidence, than to be an a Iriſh Peer,— 
diſe you. I am, 


% Your eee adverſary, 
« R. 8. 


Hewkins gives the world to underſtand, that Johnſon ** being an admirer of genteel 
aptivated by the addreſs and demeanour of Savage, who, as to his exterior, was, to a 
ree, accompliſhed.” —Hawkins's Life, p. 52. But Sir John's notions of gentility muſt 
at ludicrous, from his ſtating the following circumſtance as preſumptive evidence 
s a good ſwordſman : © That he underſtood the exerciſe of a gentleman's weapon, 
from the uſe made of it in that raſh encounter which is related in his life.“ The 


alluded to was, that Savage, | in a nocturnal fit of drunkenneſs, ſtabbed a man at a 
| coffee · 


86 THE: LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON: 


1344 A melancholy to reflect, that 1 ohnſon and Savage were aikefienes; in 
—__ , ſuch extreme! indigence, that they could not pay for a lodging Io that they 
5 have wandered together whole nights in the ſtreets. Let in theſe almoſt 
ig 5 incredible ſcenes of diſtreſs, we may ſuppoſe that Savage mentioned many of 
. the anecdotes with which Johnſon afterwards. enriched me "00 of his upper 
Jes . Fs MA A companion, and thoſe of other Poets. | 
e Je l Me He mentioned to Sir Joſhua Reynolds, that one night in pariieutar, when 
Ae Hiro lh. Savag e and he walked round St. James's-{quare for want of a lodging, they 


e and < reſolved they would and by their country.” 

I am afraid, however, that by aſſociating with Savage, s was | hevrted 
_ AS fret to che diſſipation and licentiouſneſs of the Town, Johnſon, though his good 
9 4 3 principles remained fteady, did not entirely þ Preſerve that conduct, for which, 
Z. Hin days of greater ſimplicity, he was remarfeed by his friend Mr. Hector; 


$1 dt to his virtuous mind. 5 

ke That Johnſon was anxious that 4 an u uthrdicle and feroarable account of kis 
4 fo A4. „ extraordinary friend ſhould firſt get Poſſeſſion of the Public attention, is 

"0G evident from a letter which he wrote in be nee 8 e "or 
: batt « 2 * * year eee its e 221 55 


ES 258 me 1 J 58 Mr. 11 N, 
of iba | poetical pages to the correſpondence of the "unfortunate and. inge- 


as to encourage any deſign that may have a tendency to "the preſervation of 
it from Infults- or calumnies ; and e, witty Jorge: e of . N 


cole ode) md ll him; for which he was tried -at and Une malt, and found grilty of 
murder. 

Johnſon, indeed, deſeribes him ! as having « a grave and —_ Se 0, a ſolemn d | 
of mien; but which, upon a nearer acquaintance, ſoftened into an engaging eaſineſs of manners.“ 
How highly Johnſon admired him for that knowledge which he himſelf ſo much cultivated, and 
what kindneſs he entertained for him, appears from the following lines in the * $ + Maga 
zine for 5 1738, which I am aſſured were written by Johnſon ; 


. "7 e Ad RI c ARA DVU SAVAGE. 
e Humani fludium generis cui pectore fervet, 
eons r — foveatque genun. 


Aue, were not at all depreſſed by their ſituation, but in high ſpirits and brimful of 
22 N p 7 L 4. patriotiſm, traverſed the ſqua re for ſeveral hours, inv IN 2 75 750 A 


eee aca but was imperceptibly led into dome 9 «cad which: voeulbotied _— 


« AS your collections ſhow how A n owed che ornaments : 


ious Wir” Savage, I doubt not but you have ſo much regard to his memory 


TH 
intreat your to infor 


a a perſon who was f 
account of molt of 
of his retirement t 


« From that pe 
be continued from 
thoſe of his friends 
of others ſubjoined 


Wl may be rea 

but as it is not cre 
a * they will 
under the title of c 


with romantick ac 
perhaps, gratify thi 
them in your maga 
Roberts, in Warwi 


__ 


a F ebruary,. 17 
between whom an 
caſual one of this 
that its moral is t 
a very uſeful leſſo 
a too free indulgen 
clear and animatec 
philoſophy, that it 
language. Sir Jol 
he met with it in I 


read 3 it while he W. 


It ſeized his atten 
book till he had fin 
totally benumbed. 
wonderful circumſt 
of the printed octa 
fat up all night*.” 
He exhibits the 
of his poetry which 
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> inform the publick, that. his life will ſpeedily be publiſhed by 
was favoured with his confidence, and received from himſelf an 
10ſt of the tranſactions which he propoſes to mention, to the time 
nent to Swanſea in Wales. . a 
hat period, to his death in the priſon of Briſtol, the account will 
from materials {till leſs liable to objection; his own letters, and 
friends, ſome of which will be inſerted in the work, and abſtracts 
joined in the margin. 
be reaſonably imagined, that others may have the ſame deſign ; 
ot credible that they can obtain the ſame materials, it muſt be 
y will ſupply from invention the want of intelligence; and that 
e of © The Life of Savage, they will publiſh only a novel, filled 
ck adventures, and imaginary amours.” You may therefore, 
tify the lovers of truth and wit, by giving me leave to inform 
magazine, that my account will be 8 88 in 8vo. by Mr. 


V arwick-lane.” ) 
n e e not} „ . ts [No fignature. 


7. 1 7415 it accordingly came fon from the ſhop of Roberts, 
m and Johnſon I have not traced any connection, except the 
F this publication. In this work, although it muſt be allowed 
is the reverſe of Reſpicere exemplar vitæ morumque jubebo,” 
| leſſon is inculcated, to guard men of warm paſſions from 
lulgence of them; and the various incidents are related in ſo 
mated a manner, and illuminated throughout with ſo much 
hat it is one of the moſt intereſting narratives in the Engliſh 
ir Joſhua Reynolds told me, that upon his return from Italy 
t in Devonſhire, knowing nothing of its authour, and began to 
he was ſtanding with his arm leaning againſt a chimney-piece. 
attention ſo ſtrongly, that, not being able to lay down the 
ad finiſhed it, when he attempted to move, he found his arm 
bed. The rapidity with which this work was compoſed, is a 
cumſtance. Johnſon has been heard to ſay, © I wrote forty-eight 
| octavo pages of the Life of Savage at a ſitting; but chen 1 
no,” 

s the genius of Savage to the beſt advantage, in the ſpecimens 
which he has ſelected, ſome of which are of uncommon merit. 


Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides 3d edit. p- 3 5. | 
5 N We 


n „ 
r . i K 
„ „„ „„ % N . 
1 * 6 7 N . \ 2 =_ FP 


* = of N 
r 


wa, 


* 3 8 0 * Cn one a os : Fe * 2 Fs. — 2 un 2 — Do . 1 8 8 * A ther. l 5 5 nr) « 
N ET” I r HARD > pe FOO) I p ꝰ˙.. Sor os 22 i= as C44 Oe a. TT: 
n — — — N * = . a; ECT. "ET 22 . 5 . , nd 5 g 
= . q = R "ves = verry ye _ = = — 
—— —ͤ̃ ae” "Xa me — EE 0 


P 2 Tok 


Pe OS. eee 
I r F alas 
7 * . _ 3 ——— RN OR 8 = RY 
r A py. 
1 222 „ LOR 


2) rr ru gl * why / os fr ang dla >, * 2 
0 2 . q e 5 I "i * I * 
— r GALE” n 2 88 8 
n e N 


he * EY . * + 1 £ & Y 5 1 * 3 
; ; , . SSL 5 5 — 33 1 f Cs ” : | : _ beds : 
1 + _ 8 , : ” - n LA - „ 
' ws - bp , * * - 8 ; 2 : 1 EET . * * 7 2 n RE” ks . * 2 
5 - * 4 +4 3 4 . A 4 5 1 4 4 2 iP”; JIA : * IS + N ** 
, , $ \ * £ * 4 a * * _ 8 q l p * 3 " - p 1 3 33 — * 7 * 
1 n 4 * . : 2 . 3 5 * T % "_ ES 1 822 5 by. : 3 * 3 3 1 * o 4 m_ 8 — % . mY * 8 WY 
8 a 1 Ee „„ 3 8 8 2 R SO as 8 E whe i red n PIE 2 Cr 3 3 Yo 3: 2 „„ 
Rr rr IS x1 - 3 A > * 8 . wt» +, na 22 * = 0 N . 8 2 1 * N 22 3 F 88 * 8 4 8 br 2 . * 2 8 _ 8 a 
r 8 : : ”- Mas 1 * ; 8 w» : n 7 be — bg ie hen 5d R A * RT To ID 7 
£ rr * a FIT! — l — — - Dy 5 4 CRT , rn ak BP 2 „ 2 . 8 bi I by 4 wht 7 
Far ee ER 5 1 0 wen 1 ö 3 : — 
x »- Y 
a 


5 4 2 
121 1 . * 2 e 1 n on bh n 4 r 
«3 CIS KN ING. x oY 1 - Pda d * — 8 

OO l . . 2 a 3 1 2 e 
SETS o 1% * 1 „ 92 k Is 
b y 3 r 1 : Py ? oy Yb es Y 
a 4 1 n — 5 0 * LEP * a * 2 — 3 54 12 
” N : 


wake 
3 
— "My : 
; 12 py AR. 


* 4 
U 
1 
\ g 
o } _— 
119 
ry * 4 
1 
71 1 
KN. 
by 
7 
in 1 
11 
13 5 
1 *4 
i: a 4 
* 
A 
7 
1 14 
3 # 
f " 24. 
* L 
+ 
8 9 
13 
* 1 
n 
1 
£8? 
9 
„ 
4 
* 1 
o * 4 
9 
+; 
1 1. 
2% 
. 1 
1 „ 2 
AH , \ 
S:. + 
n 
3 1 
3 ; 
© -- 3 
13 '> 
19 
8 0 F {#1 
* 
ls 27 
N 4 
* -> TY 
1 LF. 7 
9129 1 
"AS * 
N 244 
| FEE Þ & 
3+ 2 8 
1 [4 
i 3-3 * 
| $4 $40 s 5 
*T 
35 4 
x, 7s 
:2T * 
1 1 4 
1 
1 0 
\ a 
nn 
1 * 
65,4] 2 
. 4 * 
F 
I 
1 17 * 
o % 
1 1 9 3 5 1 
. ; , 
F: el Is 
39 1 
1 7 
* «4 
{hal ® 
b.. a £ 
„ HF i 
14 4 
17 7 
- IT: 
e 
. F, 
[3 BE; 
Fab 
© E 1 
þ 2 
$ 
4 1 Mt 
RE 6 
n 
1 5} ] 
«Wy p 2 
> RIM} 
” » £ 4 * 
n 3 1 OE: 1 
4 , 
>. * 2 
1 
3 5 £ 
2 142 Fo 
* Mt f 1 
2 ' t 
IE. 
7 44 al 
. + - 
1 , 4 
\ 5 17 
E. 
. Y 
* 
1 
8 * 
_— -7 
We > 4 
. +4 
4. 3 
R * 
1 = + 
. 
2 45H 
5 2 
1 

. 
34 
> 4 
2% 0 
7 £& 

F 
< 

= 
2 * 
= g 
8 
7 

3 
KP A 
—_ $458 

W554 3 

1 
5 4 7 ov 

4 : 

-* 
\ : 
* 8 
N J 
1 
Fa * 2 
9 ls 4 
IF. 
* 15 2 
4 7 
82 * 
1 
13 2 
38 4 
8 p 8 
= MM 
- = 0 
8 
, D ' 
þ 
3 * 
rb 
22 
37 F: 
\ { 3 
| 1 

2 5 
- 1 
©” as 
*»1 
* 7. 

> N 
N * * 
2 2 5 
oo . 
o * * 
1 bl WE: 
- "A 
—_— : 
7 
[2 
- \'$ T1 

12 = 
- 

* 

I 

17 

= 2 

12 

4 „* 

4 

i ot 

f \ 

Von, 

3 + .#* 

11 

1 74 - 

1 

4 4 . 

1 * AL 

+ »T - WB 

F 4 70 

% 9 

1 
— 5 
42} 

2 i [7 
. % W 
48 5 
5 * 

5 32 Q 
1 
In 3 
FS * 5 
4 .» 1 2 

wo I 
b 8. 
Y l A 

e 
2 75 
bg k » » 
5 np 77 
= = 
* 5 . 
14 Li 2 
WE 
37 49 Ix 
9 f 
5 * 
1 
3; 
+ 
\—_ 4 
"3 
F. 5 

8 8 
* 

5 1 

1 

* * 

. 5 
HH 
tA 

44 
1 7 
* 
"$ 
+ 
1 * 4 
. bi 
4 b 
1 
* | J 
i E 
: $ * 
e 
4+ 
\ \ 
i p i 
5 
BY 2 , 
: 4 
e l 
1 
o 
4 
i 8 
0 Ft 
N * 
1 
7 
{ 
= 3 b 
> & 4 0 
5 
* 
7 
[4 
\ » 
* i 7 
o 
! 
0 0 
N 
* 
4 rms 
= „ 
* U 
q = 3 
= 
Fa 


1 


7 SE. ve 
4, hay 
Fax” * he 5 bf 22 
e NM N DTD la. 
1 - 7 — . 
. - * n 3 _ 


e . K 
= £ p 
: + - "SI. 4 
” % * 
4 3 "I * 2 2 : 2 FE * 1 * Ss po: 
7 Ree np 4 N 1 ” © LE $6 Fo LY „ ; 4 S- 
, es & $2 1 * 1 * 8 F a N : 
o , 4 x * x 2 p * * — 2 
. e 5 a> . 21 2 TR W- <1 8 8 ms * p : F ' 0 
# ” 0 ad 4 1 bp . a a MAS anne cis a 0 e & af a rag YO ee > 0 
, N r „ OE Se - SEC 3 
« p Mor es tg W CIS F 
* Wag Gy 2 Px 3 3 . . , 
as ey ty * * e r 5, 


4 * * * 
4 7 
ha * x — 
"7 2 
85 f 
= N * — 8 Y 4 S PT iy *s ö — * "TRI. 1 
- l ys — Ov , ; 2 a N . 2 . * ner em x go pt ts SEO OR by Vs; * n 2 e 5 — r Ss 
I a = gd $0 —— — — * 3 7 2 1 e, 5 = IN I \ on” KM 8 822 — hm 2 * * bus N L ET N 6 4 n — 2 dn 7 * yy 4 n — 1 MW WP — — 2 . _ 
\ —_ % 3 YG 1 2 2 „ „ wu 7 Y oo ts On - "IN" a - 1 a 1 p_ — 
2 5 1 - p Dai =_ 6 


ME 
as" 


2 * 
= + 
: 13 


"Ga 
* * 
1 , 4 8 
* 1 

83 

Wi. J 


4. poet 
- * 


oo ? 
# Ca 


oh * 


” Py — 
& 7 > 25 


_ 
—_— 2 - — 
a — —_— - 
LOGS 
—— — 


* 
k " 
* 


96 


1544. 
* ſuppoſe that the generous aid of Johnſon had been imparted to his friend, 


7 


* 
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N. TAE LIFE or DR. JOHNSON. 
We, indeed; -* occaſionally find fuch vigour and ſuch point, as might make us 


Mr. Thomas Warton made this remark to me; and, in fuppert of it, quoted 
from the poem entitled . The Baſtard,” a line in which the fancied ſupe- 
riority of one . ſtamped in Nature's mint with extaſy,” is contraſted with a 
r lawful deſcendant of ſome great and ancient family: * 


e No tenth cranſmitter of a fooliſh face.” 


but the fact is, that this poem was publiſhed fo 
Savage were acquainted.” 2 3 . Ser 22 

It is remarkable, that in this ical diſquiſition Wa m_ a very 
ſtrong ſymptom of -Johnſon's prejudice againſt players; a prejudice, which 
may be attributed to the following cauſes : firſt, the imperfection of his organs, 
which were ſo defective that he was not ſuſceptible of the fine impreſſions 
- which theatrical excellence produces upon the generality of mankind ; ſecondly, 
the cold beet of his ape 1 3 and, -laſtly, the brilliant ſucceſs of Garrick, 


2 8 
his pupil i in the race of W fame, as well as 1 fortune, probably made 


him feel ſome indignation, as thinking that whatever might be Garrick's merits 
in his art, the reward was too great when compared with what the moſt 
| 4 ſucceſsful efforts of literary labour could attain. At all periods of his life 
Johnſon uſed to talk contemptuouſly of players; but in this work he Tpeaks 


of them with peculiar acrimony ; for which, perhaps, there Was formerly too 


much reaſon from the licentious and diſſolute manners of thoſe engaged in that 
profeſſion. It is but juſtice to add, that in our own time ſuch a change has 
taken place, that there is no longer room for ſuch an unfavourable diſtinction. 
His ſchoolfellow and friend, Dr. Taylor, told me a pleaſant anecdote of 
L e 8 triumphing over his pupil David Garrick. When that great actor 
had played ſome little time at Goodman's- fields, Johnſon and Taylor went to 
"be him perſorm, and afterwards paſſed the evening at a tavern with him and 
old Giffard. Johnſon, who was ever depreciating ſtage-players, after cen- 
furing ſome miſtakes in emphaſis which Garrick had committed i in the courſe 
. of that night's acting, ſaid, © the players, Sir, . have got a kind of rant, with 


which they run on, without any regard either to accent or emphaſis.” Both 


| Garrick and Giffard were offended at this farcaſm, , and endeavoured to refute 

it; upon which Johnſon rejoined, « Well now, I'll give you ſomething to 

| ſpeak, with which you are little acquainted, and then we hall ſee how uſt 
| 5 | my 


years before nin ny 44 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSQ, gr. 


my obſervation is. That ſhall be the criterion. Let me hearfyou repeat the 1744- 
ninth Commandment, Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy neigh- TY 
bour.” Both tried at it, ſaid Dr. Taylor, and both miſtook the - emphaſis, 
which ſhould be upon not and falſe wings. JO put chem right, and „ 
enjoyed his victory with great lee. 4 

His © Life of. Savage ' was no ſooner publiſhed, than the filing liberal 
praiſe was given to it, in © The Champion,” a periodical paper: “ This 

| pamphlet i is, without flattery to its authour, as juſt and well written a piece 
as of its kind I ever ſaw; fo that at the ſame time that it highly deſerves, it 
certainly ſtands very little in need of this recommendation. As to the hiſtory 
of the unfortunate perſon, whoſe memoirs compoſe this work, it is certainly 
penned with equal accuracy and ſ. pirit, of which I am ſo much the better 
judge, as I know many of the facts mentioned to be ftriftly true, and very 
fairly related. Beſides, it is not only the ſtory of Mr. Savage, but innume- 
rable incidents relating to other perſons, and other affairs, which renders. this 
2 very amuſing, and, withal, a very inſtructive and valuable performance. 
The authour's obſervations are ſhort, ſignificant, and juſt, as his narrative is 
remarkably ſmooth and well diſpoſed, His reflections open to all the receſſes 
if the human heart; and, in a word, a more juſt or pleaſant, a more engaging 
or a more improving treatiſe, on all the excellencies and defects of human 
nature, is ſcarce to be found in our own, or, perhaps, any other language. 
This paper is well known to have been written by the celebrated Henry 
Fielding. But, I ſuppoſe, Johnſon was not informed of his being indebted 
to him for this civility ; for if he had been appriſed of that circumſtance, as he 
was very ſenſible of praiſe, he probably would not have ſpoken with fo little 
teſpect of Fielding, as we ſhall find he afterwards did. 4 
Johnſon's partiality for Savage made him entertain no doubt of his Sony; 
however extraordinary and improbable. It never occurred to him to queſtion 
his being the fon of the Counteſs of Macclesfield, of whoſe unrelenting bar- 
barity he fo loudly complained, and the particulars of which are related in ſo 
ſtrong and affecting a manner in Johnſon's life of him. . Johnſon was certainly 
well warranted in publiſhing his narrative, however offenſive it might be to 
the Lady and her relations, becauſe her alledged unnatural and cruel conduct to 
her ſon, and ſhameful avowal of guilt, were ſtated in a life of Savage_now 
lying before me, which came out fo early as 1727, and no attempt had been 
made to confute it, or to puniſh the authour or printer as a libeller : but, for 
the honour of human nature, we ſhould! be glad to find the ſhocking tale not 
true; ; and, from a reſpectable gentleman connected with the Lady's family, I 
N 2 we 
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; 5 1744. have received ſuch information and remarks, as joined to my own inquiries, 
Tec, will, I think, render it at leaſt ſomewhat doubtful, eſpecially when we con- 

3 Fo 
; ſider that it muſt have originated from the — himſelf oy went by the 

name of Richard Savage. 

: If the maxim fal/um in uno, falſum in omnibus, were to be Reeve without 
5 gaualification, the credit of Savage's narrative, as conveyed to us, would be 
We” x 1 1 annihilated ; for it contains ſome aſſertions which, beyond a nee are 


% 25 | 1. In order to ne a baer that Earl Rivers, on account of a -etiminit 


connection with whom, Lady Macclesfield is ſaid to have been divorced from 
her huſband, by Act of Parliament *, had a peculiar anxiety about the child 
which ſhe bore to him, it is alledged, that his Lordſhip gave him his own 
name, and had it duly recorded in the regiſter of St. Andrew's, Holborn. 
Ilzhauve carefully inſpected that regiſter, but no ſuch entry is to be found. 
„ . Ty | 2. It is ſtated, that « Lady Macclesfield having lived for ſome time upon 
—_—.Þ very uneaſy terms with her huſband, thought a publick confeſſion of adultery 
_ KR SENG the moſt obvious and expeditious method of obtaining her liberty ;” and 
it IP = Juohnſon, aſſuming this to be true, ſtigmatiſes her with indignation, as © the 
_ =” : wretch who had, without ſcruple, proclaimed herſelf an adultereſs.“ But I 
—_— . : have peruſed the Journals of both houſes of Parliament at the period of her 
—_— divorce, and there find it authentically aſcertained, that ſo far from voluntarily 
_ = , 1 ſubmitting to the ignominious charge of adultery, ſhe made a ſtrenuous 
= . | defence by her Counſel ; the bill having been firſt moved 15th January, 1697, 
in the Houſe of Lords, and proceeded on, (with various applications for time 
to bring up witneſſes at a diſtance, &c.) at intervals, till the 3d of March, 
—_ -- = when it paſſed. It -was brought to the Commons, by a meſlage from the 
__ © Lords, the 5th of March, proceeded on the 7th, 1oth, 11th, 14th, and 15th, 
—_— :... on which day, after a full examination of witneſſes on both ſides, and hearing 
a= of Counſel, it was reported without amendments, paſſed, and carried to the 
— 7 „„ : Lords. 
_ os. That Lady Macclesfield was convicted of tha crime of which he was 
r 8 | accuſed, cannot be denied ; but the. queſtion now is, whether che e 
= . calling himſelf Richard Savage was her ſon. 5 
Look 4. wy F It has been ſaid, that when Earl Rivers was dying, and anxious to 8 
= 9 wn M. 231 ” PE &- forall his natural children, he was informed by Lady Macclesfield that Re 1 
„ — ſon by him was dead. Whether, then,” hall we believe that this was X 4 


= pee „ 2 25 + "as 2 n ies invented by a mother to prevent her own chuld from receiving 
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THE LIFE OF DR, JOHNSON. 


the bounty of his father, which was accordingly the conſequence, if the perſon 
whoſe lite Johnſon wrote, was her ſon; or ſhall we not rather believe that the 
perſon who then aſſumed the name of Richard Savage was an impoſtor, being 
in reality the ſon of the ſhoemaker, under whoſe wife's care Lady Macclesfield's 
child was placed ; that after the death of the real Richard Savage, he attempted 
to perſonate him, and that the fraud being known to Lady Macclesfield, he 
was therefore repulſed by her with juſt reſentment. 


There is a ſtrong circumſtance in ſupport of the laſt ſuppoſition, though i it has 


been mentioned as an aggravation of Lady Macclesfield's unnatural conduct, 
and that is, her having prevented him from obtaining the benefit of a legacy 
leſt to him by Mrs. Lloyd his god-mother. For if there was ſuch a legacy 
left, his not being able to obtain. payment of it, muſt be imputed to his con- 
ſciouſneſs that he was not the real perſon. The juſt inference ſhould be, that 
by the death of Lady Macclesfield's child before its god-mother, the legacy 
became lapſed, and therefore that Johnſon's Richard Savage was an impoſtor. 


If he had a title to the legacy, he could not have found any difficulty in 


recovering it; for had the executors reſiſted his claim, the whole coſts, as 
well as the legacy, muſt have been did by them, if he had been the child to 
whom it was given. 

The talents of Savage, BE the mingled fire, rudeneſs, pride, mean- 
neſs, and ferocity of his character *, concur in making it credible that he 
Was fit to plan and carry on an an and daring ſcheme of impoſ- 
ture, ſimilar inſtances of which have not been wanting in higher ſpheres, 
in the hiſtory of different e and have had a conſiderable degree of 


ſucceſs. _ 8580 


Vet, on the other hand, to the companion of Johnſon, (who through : 


whatever medium he was conveyed into this world, —be it ever ſo doubtful 
« To whom related, or by whom begot,” was, unqueſtionably, a man of no 
common endowments, ) we muſt allow the weight of general repute as to his 
Status or parentage, though illicit ; and ſuppoſing him to be an impoſtor, it 
ſeems ſtrange that Lord Tyrconnel, the nephew of Lady Macclesfield, ſhould 


4 Johnſon's 3 appears to have perſuaded that 8 man, that he reſembled him 
in having a noble pride; for Johnſon, after painting in ſtrong colours the quarrel between Lord 
Tyreonnel and Savage, aſſerts that the ſpirit of Mr. Savage, indeed, never ſuffered him to 
ſolicit a reconciliation ; he returned reproach for reproach, and inſult for inſult.” But the reſpect- 
able gentleman to whom I have alluded, has in his poſſeſſion a letter from Savage, after Lord 
Tyrconnel had diſcarded him, addreſſed to the Reverend Mr. Gilbert, his Lordſhip's Chaplain, 
in which he requeſts him, in the humbleſt manner, to repreſent his caſe to the Earl. 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSOX, 
174. patroniſe him, and even admit him as a gueſt i in his family *. X rafthy, it muſt 


=> ever appear very ſuſpicious, that three different accounts of the Life of 


Richard Savage, one publiſhed in *The Plain Dealer,” in 1724, another 


in 1727, and another by the powerful pen of Johnſon, in 1749, and all of 
them while Lady Macclesfield was alive, ſhould, notwithſtanding the ſevere 
attacks upon her, have been ſuffered to en ee any OO and effectu al 


contradiction. 
I have thus ls; to + Sail up FR Wange upon the a as fury as 


1 can; and the reſult ſeems to be, that the world 5 vibrate in a ſtate of 


uncertainty as to what was the truth. 12 5 
This digreſſion, I truſt, will not be cenſured, as it ee to a matter 


exceedingly curious, and very intimately connected with Jalinfon, both as A 


man and an authours. 
He this year wrote the Preface to the Harleian Miſcellany:*” The ſelection 


of: the pamphlets of which it was compoſed was made by Mr. Oldys, a man 
of e nen and indefatigable digence, who firs exerted at _- of 


5 Trafing to . s information, Johnſon We this anhappy' a being received 3s a 
companion by Lord Tyrconnel, and penſioned by his Lordſhip, as if poſteriour to Savage” s con- 
viction and patdon. But J am aſſured, that Savage had received the voluntary bounty of Lord 
Tyrconnel, and had been diſmiſſed by him long before the murder was committed, and that his 
Lordſhip was very inſtrumental in procuring Savage's pardon, by his interceſſion with the Queen, 
through Lady Hertford. - If, therefore, he had been defirous of preventing any publication by 
Savage, he would have left him to his fate. Indeed I muſt obſerve, that although Johnſon men- 
tions that Lord Tyrconnel's patronage of Savage was ** upon his promiſe to lay aſide his deſign 
of expoſing the cruelty of his mother,” the great biographer has forgotten that he himſelf a 
mentioned, that Savage's ſtory had been told ſeveral years before in The Plain Dealer,” from 
which he quotes this ſtrong ſaying of the generous Sir Richard Steele, that the inhumanity of 
bis mother had given him a right to find every good man his father.” At the ſame time it muſt 
be acknowledged, that Lady Macclesfield and her relations might fill wiſh that her ſtory ſhould 
not be brought into more conſpicuous notice by the ſatirical pen of Savage. 
6 Miſs Maſon, after having forfeited the title of Lady Macclesfield by Jivorce, 1 was s married 
to Colonel Brett, and, it is ſaid, was well known in all the polite circles. Colley Cibber, I am 
informed, had ſo high an opinion of her taſte and judgement as to genteel life and manners, that 
he ſubmitted every ſcene of his « Careleſs Huſband,” to Mrs. Brett's reviſal and correction. 
Colonel Brett was reported to be too free in his gallantry with his Lady's maid. Mrs. Brett came 
into a room one day in her own houſe, and found the Colonel and her maid both faſt aſleep in 
two chairs. She tied a white handkerchief round her huſband's neck, which was a ſufficient proof 
that ſhe had diſcovered his intrigue ; but ſhe never at any time took notice of it to him. This 
incident, as L am ds __ occaſion to the well-wrought ſe h da bir Charles and $78 1 and 
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inquiry into the literature of the old Engliſh writers, by which the works of 1745 
our great dramatick poet have of late been ſo ſignally illuſtrated. - | 2 4 
In 1745 he publiſhed a pamphlet entitled . Miſcellaneous Obſervations on 
the Tragedy of Macbeth, with Remarks on Sir T. H's, (Sir Thomas Ee .N 
Hanmer's) Edition of Shakſpeare.“ To which he affixed, propoſals for a _ 
new edition of that poet. . 1 
As we do not trace any thing elſe publiſhed by him Guting the then 01 5 th LY 
this year, we may conjecture that he was occupied entirely with that work. — _n 
But the little encouragement which was given by the publick to his anony- 
mous propoſals for the execution of a taſk which Warburton was known to- 
have undertaken, probably damped his ardour. His pamphlet, however, 
was highly eſteemed, and was fortunate enough to obtain the approbation. 
even of the ſupercilious Warburton himſelf, who, in the Preface to his. 
Shakſpeare publiſhed two years afterwards, thus mentioned it: © As to all. 
thoſe things which have been publiſhed under the titles of Eſays, Remarks, 
Obſervations, &c. on Shakſpeare, if you except ſome critical notes on Macbeth, 
given as a ſpecimen of a projected edition, and written, as 33 e by a man 
of parts and genius, the reſt are abſolutely below a ſerious notice.“ | 
Of this flattering diſtinction ſhewn to him by Warburton, a very grateful 
remembrance was ever entertained by An who ſaid, © He —_ me 
at a time when praiſe was of value to me. 
In 1746 it is probable that he was ſtill employed upon his \Shukfpeare, which 1746. 
perhaps he laid aſide for a time, upon account of the high expectations 
which were formed of Warburton's edition of that great poet. It is ſomewhat 
curious, that his literary career appears to have been almoſt totally ſuſpended 74 _— 
in the years 1745 and 1746, thoſe years which were marked by a civil war | EO . 
in Great-Britain, when a raſh attempt was made to reſtore the Houſe of : vo 
Stuart to the throne. That he had a tenderneſs for that unfortunate Houſe,, 
is well known; and. ſome may fancifully imagine, that a ſympathethick 
anxiety impeded the exertion of his intellectual powers: but I am inclined to . 
think, that he was, during this time, . the outlines * his great philo- 0 
logical work. : „ . 0 
None of his letters during thoſe years are extant,. ſo far as I can diſcover. FD - ' 
This is much to be regretted. It might afford ſome entertainment to ſee | 
how he then expreſſed himſelf to his private friends, concerning ſtate affairs. 
Dr. Adams informs me, that © at this time a favourite object which he had: 
in contemplation was The Life of Alfred,” in which, from the warmth with. 
which: 
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1747. which he ſpoke about it, he would, 1 believe, had he been FRE TY of his 
N own will, have engaged himſelf, rather than on any other ſubject. 

In 1747 it is ſuppoſed that the Gentleman's Magazine for May was eiriched ; 
by him with five ſhort poetical pieces, diſtinguiſhed by three aſteriſks. ' The 
firſt is a tranſlation, or rather a paraphraſe, of a Latin Epitaph on Sir Thomas 
Hanmer. Whether the Latin was his, or not, I have never heard, though I 
ſhould think it probably was, if it be certain that he wrote the Engliſh ; as 
to which my only cauſe of doubt is, that his lighting character of Hanmer 
as an editor, ih his © Obſervations on Macbeth, is very different from that in 

the Epitaph. It may be ſaid, that there is thi ſame contrariety between the 
character in the Obſervations, and that in higtown Preface to Shakſpeare; but 
a conſiderable time elapſed between the one publication and the other, whereas 
the Obſervations and the Epitaph came cloſe together. The others are, © To 
Miſs on her giving the Authour a gold and ſilk net-work Purſe of 
her own wenn « Stella in Mourning ;” „The Winter's Walk; „ee An 
Ode;” and, To Lyce, an elderly Lady.” I am not poſitive” that all theſe 
were his productions; but as © The Winter's Walk,” has never been con- 
troverted to be his, and all of them have the ſame mark, it is reaſonable 
to conclude that they are all written by the ſame hand. Yet to the Ode, 
in which we find a paſſage very 9 of him, * a learned deſcrip- 
tion of the gout, 


* Unhappy, whom to beds of Pain e 
« Arthritick tyranny conſigns; * 3 „„ 


there is the bling note : © The authour being ill of the gout : but Johnſon 

was not attacked with that diſtemper till at a very late period of his life. 

May not this, however, be a poetical fiction? Why may not a poet ſuppoſe ; 

himſelf to have the gout, as well as ſuppoſe himſelf to be in love, of which 

we have innumerable Inflances, and which has been admirably ridiculed by 
Johnſon in his * Life Cowley?” 1 have alſo ſome difficulty to believe 

3 - 4. a chat he could produce ſuch a group of conceits as appear in the verſes to 
\ Lyce, in which he claims for this ancient perſonage as good a right to be aſſimi- 

4 lated to heaven, as nymphs whom other poets have flattered ; he therefore 


3 * W aſcribes to her the attributes of the . in ſuch ſtanzas as this: 


« Her teeth the night with darkneſs dies, 
. She's farr'd with pimples oer; 
Her tongue like nimble lng ple 
of And can with thunder roar.” 
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Bur es at a very allvanced age he could condeſcend to rifle in ndmby pamby, 


97 


1747. 


N 2 to pleaſe Mrs. Thrale and her daughter, he may _"_ in his earlier Eta. 38. 


years, compoſed ſuch a piece as this. 


f concluding line is much more Johnſonian than it was afterwards printed; for in 
3 editions after praying Stella to © ſnatch him to her 2 he by 


cc And fried me from the 15 * life. | 
Whereas in a the firſt edition i it is 


ce And hide me hom the F/ gh. of life,” 


A 8 ar lile in general is more n with J nden 8 habirual gloomy 

caſt of thought. 

I have heard him repeat ih great energy the Gollowivix verſes, which 
appeared in the Gentleman's Magazine for April this year; but I have no 


f authority to ſay they were his own. Indeed one of the beſt criticks of our 
age ſuggeſts to me, that the word indiſfereniiy being uſed in the ſenſe of 


without concern, renders it improbable that 1 ſhould 4 2 been his com- 


3 remarkable, that in this firſt edition of * The Winter” s Walk,” 1. ; 
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2 Theſe revs are ſomewhat cob Were on the TIP perſon who is the chief figure in 
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On Lord Lo vA T's ; Execution. 


ce Pity'd 1 gentle and; Kapikrwoon: died; 

© The brave, BALMERINO,. were on thy ſide ; 

* RapcLreys, unhappy in his crimes of youth, 

„ Steady in what he ſtill miſtook: for truth, = 
ce Beheld his death ſo decently unmov'd, c ip 
ce The oft lamented, and the brave approv'd. 28 7 | POP Sue 

„ But Lovar's fate indifferently we view, t BIAS TAO ENS | 
True to no King, to no reſigim true 


No fair forgets the ruin he has don qm 3 aue. aw 
e No child laments the ryrant of his fon; VO on 2 7525 1 
No tot pities, thinking what he was; | | 
« No whip compaſſions, for he left the cauſe ; ;. 


The brave regret not, for he was not brave; OLD wy 
«© The hong/t-mourn not, knowing him a knave* a1? 


—_——. 2, K. OY 


them, for he was s undoubtedly brave, His 9 * his ſolemn trial (in which, by the + WÞ 7 - 6 _ RED” + 2 e 19 
; 0 BE „ 


way, 
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„ 1 1747. , E: his: year. his old pupil and friend; David Garrick; kaving b become joint XY 
=: patentee and manager of Drury-lane theatre, Johnſon honoured: his opening of 
it with a Prologue,“ which for juſt and manly dramatick criticiſm, on the whole 
range of the Engliſh ſtage, as well as for  poetical excellence, is unrifalled, | 
Like the celebrated Epilogue to the Diſtrefſed Mother, it was, during the 
ſeaſon, often called for by the audience. The moſt ſtriking and brilliant 
| paſſages of it have been ſo often. repeated, and are ſo well: recollected by all 
Pl FE the lovers of the drama and of poetry, that it would be ſuperfluous to point 
1 them out. In the Gentleman's Magazine for December this year, he inſerted 
an Ode on Winter,” Which! is, I ons an admirable ſpecimen of * * 
for lyrick poetry. | 
But the year 1747 is diltingaiſhed as the epoch, when Johnſon's JiSown 
1 important work, his DrerrioxARY or THE ENGLISH L. NGUAGE, was 
825 announced to the world, by the publication of its Plan or Praſpectus. 15 
. ge cf How long this immenſe deiaking! had been the object 40 of his contem- 
25 . 3 n Plation, I do not know. I once aſked him by what means he had attained 
ug. 7 . DE. to that aſtoniſhing knowledge of our language, by which he was enabled to 
aſd ME _ realiſe a deſign of ſuch extent, and accumulated difficulty.” He told me, that 
we « jt was not the effect of patticiflar ſtudy ; but that it had grown up in his 
mind inſenſibly. I have been informed by Mr. James Dodftey, that ſeveral 
obo of years before this period, when Johnſon was one day ſitting in his brother 
0 Robert's ſhop, he heard his brother ſuggeſt to him, that a Dictionary of the 
ak Engliſh Language would be a work that would be well received by the 
 publick; that Johnſon ſeemed at firſt to catch at the propoſition, but, after a a 
pauſe, ſaid, in his abrupt deciſive manner, d I believe I ſhall not undertake 
' it,” That he, however, had beſtowed much thought upon the ſubject, before 
-- he publiſhed his © Plan,” is ren from the enlarged, clear, and accurate 
iews which it exhibits; and we find him mentioning in that tract, that many 
of the writers whoſe teſtimonies: were to be produced as authorities, were 
ATA . elected by Pope, which proves that he had been furniſhed, probably by 
ow Robert Las with a . chat eminent Poet had contrikuted 


— way, 1 baſe Parr Mr. David Hur ume 7 that we hare. one of the very few Kicker of Mr. 
2 — Murray, now Earl of Mansfield, authentically given) was very remarkable, When .aſked if he 
| 1 2 75 had any queſtions to put to Sir Everard Fawkener, who was one of the ſtrongeſt witneſſes againſt | 
3 he anſwered, T-only wiſh him joy of his young wife.“ And after ſentence of death in 

tt: the horrible terms in caſes of treaſon was pronounced upon him, and he was rg from the bar, 
2. he ſaid, “ Fare you well, my Lords, we ſhall not all meet again in one place.” He behaved with 
WY <5 compoſure a at his execution, and called. out ' Dulee et decorum of pro patrid mori. | 
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RE LIE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
towarls a great literary project, that had been the ſubje& of important con- 


eee , AD Et 5 | 
"Mu bi bookſellers who contracted with Johnſon, ſingle and unaided, for the 
execbtion of a work, which in other egyntries has not been effected but by 
the co-operating exertions of many, were Mr. Robert Dodſley, Mr. Charles 
Hitch, Mr. Andrew Millar, the two Meſſieurs Longman, and the two 
Meſſieurs Knapton. The price ſtipulated was fifteen hundred and ſeventy-five 
The “ Plan” was addreſſed to Philip Dormer, Earl of Cheſterfield, . then 
one of his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, a nobleman who was very 
ambitious of literary diſtinction, and who, upon being informed of the deſign, <* 
had expreſſed himſelf in terms very favourable to its ſucceſs. There is, 
perhaps, in every'thing of any conſequence, a ſecret hiſtory which it would 
be amuſing to know, could we have it authentically communicated.: Johnſon 
told me?, „Sir, the way in which the Plan of my Dictionary came to be 
: inſcribed to Lord Cheſterfield, was this 1 had neglected to write it by the 
time appointed. Dodſley ſuggeſted a deſire to have it addreſſed to Lord 
Cheſterfield. I laid hold of this as a pretext for delay, that it might be better 
done, and let Dodfley have his deſire. I faid to my friend Dr. Bathurſt, 
Now if any good comes of my addreſſing to Lord Cheſterfield, it will be 
| Aaſcribed to deep policy, when, in fact, it was only a cafual excuſe for 
* e e e 
It is worthy of obſervation, that the Plan” has not only the ſubſtantial - 
merit of comprehenſion, perſpicuity, and preciſion; but that the language of it 
id unexceptionably/excellent, it being altogether free from that inflation of ſtyle, 
and thoſe uncommon but apt and energetick words, which in ſome of his 
writings have been cenſured with more petulance than juſtice ; and never was 
there a more dignified ſtrain of compliment, than that in which he courts the 
attention of one whom he had been perſuaded to believe would be a reſpect- 
able patron. - n Ts hog i; 5 


ap * 


Wich regard to queſtions of purity or propriety, (ſays he) I was once in 
doubt whether I ſhould not attribute to myſelf too much inattempting to decide 
them, and whether my province was to extend beyond the propoſition of the 
queſtion, and the diſplay of the ſuffrages on each ſide; but J have been ſince 
determined by your Lordſhip's opinion, to interpoſe my own judgement, and 
mall therefore endeavour to ſupport what appears to me moſt conſonant to 


3 September 22, 1777, going from Aſhbourne in Derbyſhire, to ſee Iſlam, 
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I Il This year: his old pupil and friend, David Garrick, having wer joint > | 
| 3 38. patentee and manager of Drury- lane theatre, Johnſon honoured his opening of 
it with a Prologue,“ which for juſt and manly dramatick criticiſm, on the whole 
range of the Engliſh ſtage, as well as for poetical excellence, is unrifalled. 
Like the celebrated Epilogue to the Diſtreſſed Mother, ” it was, during the 
| ſeaſon, often called for by the audience, The moſt ſtriking and brilliant 
e paſſages of it have been ſo often. repeated, and are ſo well recollected by all 
„ kt the lovers of the drama and of poetry, that it would be ſuperfluous to point 
1 them out. In the Gentleman's Magazine for December this year, he inſerted 
an © Ode on Winter,” Which! is, I ns. an admirable ſpecimen <7 his n 
ar lyrick F 3 
„„ But the year 1747 is diſtinguiſhed as the epoch, when Totinbbr 's ard 
and important work, his DicTionary or THE EnGLISH LANGVADE, Was 
; announced to the world, by the publication of its Plan or Profpetius,” © L 
27 oy my . Ho long this immenſe undertaking had been the object of his contem- 
1 plation, I do not know. I once aſked him M. what means he had attained 
PE: to that aſtoniſhing knowledge of our language, by which he was enabled to 
| realiſe a deſign of ſuch extent, and accumulated difficulty.” He told me, that 
8 oy et was not the effect of patticitlar ſtudy ; but that it had grown up in his 
. 24” mind inſenfibly.” I have been informed by Mr. J ames s Dodfley, that ſeveral 
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nt of", years before this period, 5 
3 — . 7 \Rober'sftip, he bernd his benches fig v0 Bini Warn Diftionary of the 
+/ Engliſh Language would be a work that would be well received by the 

publick; that Johnſon ſeemed at firſt to catch at the propofition, bur, after a 

poauſe, ſaid, in his abrupt, deciſive. manner, % I believe J ſhall not undertake 

it.“ » That he, however, had belloned much thought -upon the ſubject, before 

be publiſhed his « Plan, is evident from the enlarged,- clear, and accurate 

by 2 which it exhibits; and we find him mentioning in that tract, that many 

ee. the writers whoſe teſtimonies were to be produced as authorities, were 
(elected by Pope, which proves that he had been furniſhed, probably by 

+4 i Robert Dogg with Meyer n n eminent Pc had contlied 
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A YO i e way, 1 DS: heart Mr. David Lime * 155 we en one PP do oy: few ſpecehes of Mr. 

| > . 2 4 5 Murray, now Earl of Mansfield, authentically given) was very remarkable, When aſked if he 
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had any queſtions to put to Sir Everard Fawkener, who was one of the ſtrongeſt witneſſes againſt 

ua, he anſwered, I. only wiſh him joy of his young wife.” And after ſentence of death in 

| 72 7 A the horrible terms in caſes of treaſon was pronounced upon him, and he was N from the bar, 

A Ws he ſaid, “ Fare you. well, my Lords, we ſhall not all. meet again in one place.” He behaved with 
EY compolur at {his execution, and called out Bulle er decarum of pro patrid mari.” | 
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ſideration in a former reign. DET 
Wt b, - bookſellers who evntratied with Johnſon, angle 4 — for the 
+,  exechition of a work, which in other cgyntries_ has not been effected but by 
the erating exertions of many, were Mr. Robert Dodſley, Mr. Charles 
Hitch, Mr. Andrew Millar, the two Meſſieurs Longman, and the two 
- Mefficurs r The e ſtipulated v was n e and eee 
pounds. 
The “ Plan” was addefied to Philip pa Earl of Cheſterfield, chen 
one of his Majeſty” 8 Principal Secretaries of State, a nobleman who was very 
ambitious of literary diſtinction, and who, upon being informed of the deſign, 
had expreſſed himſelf in terms very favourable to its ſucceſs. There is, 
perhaps, in every thing of any conſequence, a ſecret hiſtory which it would 
be amuſing to know, could we have it authentically communicated. Johnſon 
told me?, © Sir, the way in which the Plan of my Dictionary came to be 
inſcribed to Lord Cheſterfield, was this: I had neglected to write it by the 
time appointed. Dodſley ſu ggeſted 2 deſire to have it addreſſed to Lord- 
Cheſterfield, | I laid hold of this as a pretext for delay, that it might be better 
done, and let Dodſley have his deſire. I faid to my friend Dr. Bathurſt, 
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aſeribed to deep policy, when, in fact, it was only a cafoal excuſe _— 
N EY 


merit of comprehenſion, perſpicuity, and preciſion, but that the language of it 
nexce tionably; cellent, it being altogether free from that inflation of ſtyle, 

- an! thoſe uncommon: but apt and energetick words, which in ſome of his 

writings have been cenſured with more petulance than juſtice ; and never was 

there a more dignified ſtrain of compliment, than that in which he courts the 


Karr patron. - 
4 with regard to s of purity or propriety; ( fays he) 1 was once in 
Aue whether I ſhould not attribute to myſelf too much in attempting to decide 


them, and whether my province was to extend beyond the propoſition of the 
- queſtion, and the diſplay of the ſuffrages on each ſide; but J have been ſince 


determined by your Lordſhip's opinion, to interpoſe my own judgement, and 
dal therefore endeavour to Ar what Appears to me moſt conſonant to 
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© Now if any good comes of my addreſſing to Lord Cheſterfield, it will be 


It is worthy of bene that di « Plan” bi not only the ſubſtantial As, 
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Mare 5 * for a taſk to which Czfar had judged him equal : W ee 8 Bi e 


: anne of a letter for the Earl of ee to Dr. TOs, : 


addreft.-Lomd Cheferfeld 1 e e wich. the glen. and. 1 


they are- trifles. I'll, mention one. The 4arren. Laurel. The laurel, is not 
barren, in any ſenſe whatever; it bears fruits and flowers. Sud be ſunt aer, 
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THE) LIFE or DR JOHNS OW: Ke 
grammar and. reaſon;” Auſonius thought chat a him to dad 


7 * Cur me e poſſe negen 2 god ite Putat? 7˙ Ca 1550 ; 5 "af 


And 1 may 1 my Lord, that ſince you, whoſe DFE in. ur language 


is ſo generally acknowledged, have: commiſſioned me to declare; my own 
opinion, I ſhall be conſidered as exerciſing a kind of vicarigus juriſdiction, 9 e 
and that the power which might have been denied to my own y own claim, 0 be 1 1 


readily allowed me as the delegate of your Lordſhip.” + 
This paſſage proves, that Johnſon's addreſſing his.< Plan ” to 1 Cheſter- 
field was not merely in conſequence of the reſult of a report by means of 


| Dodlley, that the Earl favoured the deſign ; but that there had been a par- 
ticular communication: with his | 


; Yrdſhip concerning it. Dr. Taylor told me, 
that Johnſon. ſent his. e“ Plan” to him in manuſcript, for his peruſal ;. and: 
that when. it was lying upon his table, Mr: William Whitehead happened to 
pay him a viſit, and being ſhewn it, was highly pleaſed with ſuch parts of it as 
he had time to read, and begged to take it home with him, Which he was 
allowed to do; that from him it got into the hands of a noble Lord, who 
carried it to Lord Cheſterfield. When Taylor obſerved this might be an 


advantage, Johnſon replied, No, Sir; it would have come out with more 
bloom, if it had not been ſeen before by any body.” 


The opinion conceived of it by another noble authour, ap appears "ho the 
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> | « 1 3 0 now e the fecha of Mr. e Malo 


think: the ſpecimen is one of the beſt that I have ever read. Moſt ſpecimens 
diſguſt, rather than prejudice us in favour. of the work to follow; but the 
language of Mr. Johnſon's is good, and the arguments are properly and 
modeſtly expreſſed. However, ſome expreſſions may be cavilled at, but 
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« Plan bur he had a noble conſciouſneſs of his on abilities, which enabled | 
him to go on with undaunted ſpirit, 
De. Adams found him one day buſy at his — when che Choring 


THE LK OF DR JAUNSON. | 


> ©Apams. This is a great work, Sir. How are you to get 
Al che eee ? JonxsOo Why, Sir, here is a ſhelf with Junius, and 


Skinner, and others; and e is a Welch gentleman who has publiſhed a 


Zut, Sir, how can you do this in three years? Jonxsox. Sir, I have no 


collection of Welch proverbs, who wilt help me with the Welch. Apans. 


doubt that I can do it in three years. Apams. But the French Academy, 
which confiſts of forty members, took forty years to compile their Pictionary. 


Jouusox. Sir, thus it is. This is the proportion. Let me ſee; forty times 


y is ſixteen hundred. As three to ſixteen hundred, fo is the proportion of 


2 Engliſhman to a Frenchman.” With ſo much eaſe and pleaſantry could 

- he talk of that prodigious labour which he had undertaken to execute. „ 
: 1 publick has had, from another pen, a long detail of what had been 
done in this country by prior Lexicographers, and no doubt Johnſon was wiſe 
to avail himſelf of them, ſo far as they went; but the learned, yet judicious 


reſearch of 


etymology, the various, yet accurate diſplay of definition, and the 


rich collection of authorities, were reſerved for the ſuperiour mind of our 


K's 


. N L 


There were two Meſſieurs Macbean; Mr. Shiels, the writer of the 


This 961 the Poets to which the name of Cibber is affixed; Mr. Stewart,. 


ſon, of Mr, George Stewart, bookſeller at Edinburgh; and, a Mr. Maitland. 


French, and publiſhed ſome elementary tracts. 
To all theſe painful labourers, Johnſon 


conſumption, he had much tenderneſs; and it has been thought that ſome 
choice ſentences in the Lives of the Poets were ſupplied by him. Peyton, 
when reduced to penury, had frequent aid from the bounty of Johnſon, who 
at laſt was at the expence of 95 both him and his wife. 


ſhewetl à never- ceaſing kindneſs,. 
5 far as they ſtood in need of it. The elder Mr. Macbean had afterwards 
the honour of being Librarian to Archibald, Dyke of Argyle, for many years, 
but: was left without a ſhilling. Johnſon wrote for him a Preface to. © A Syſtem: 
of ancient. Geography; and, by the favour of Lord Thurlow, got him 
admitted a poor brother of the Charterhouſe. - For Shiels, who died of a 


| great philologiſt. For the mechanical part, he employed, as he told me, ſix 
2 e ; and let it be remembered by the natives of North-Britain, to 
whom he is ſuppoſed to have been ſo hoſtile, that five of them were of that 


The ſixth of theſe humble aſſiſtants was Mr. Peyton, who, I . taught 


„ 5 THE LIFE OF. DR 1OnNSON 
1748. While the Dictionary Was going forward, Johnſon lived part of te time 1 
Holborn,” part in Gough-ſquare, Fleet-ſtreet ; and he had an upper toom fit- 
ted up like a counting-houſe for the purpoſe, in which he gave to the copyiſts 
their ſeveral taſcs. The words, partly taken from other dictionaries, and 
partly ſupphed by himſelf, having been firſt. written down with ſpaces left 
MY between them, he delivered in writing their etymologies, definitions, and 
* , u various ſignifications. The authorities were copied from the books them- 
17 2 2 ped — ther ſelves, in which he had marked the paſſages with a black-lead pencil, the 
„ 2 nos 7 2 traces of which could eaſily be effaced. I have ſeen ſeveral of them, in 
#1 2. * which that trouble had not been taken; ſo that they were Juſt as when uſed 
-z £{ by the copyiſts. It is remarkable, that he was ſo attentive in the choice of 
the paſſages in which words were authoriſed, that one may read page after 
page of his Dictionary with improvement and pleaſure; a it eee not 
paſs unobſerved, that he has quoted no authour whoſe writings | 
to hurt ſound religion and morality, Coke Core. has” þ K A 2h; els 
Ihe neceſſary expence e of preparing a work of ſuch magnitude for " bel. al 
mauſt have been a conſiderable, deduction from the price ſtipulated to be paid % 
for the copy- right. I underſtand that nothing was allowed by the bookſellers 
on that account; and I remember his telling me, that a large portion of it 
| having, by miſtake, been written upon both ſides of the paper, ſo as to be 1 
inconvenient for the n. E it "0 kim TOO: n to e it ” 
tranſcribed, upon one ſide only. 1 £1 ve 
He is now to be conſidered as ce euniging/a at his on” as engaged in in a Stacy £ t, 
continued courſe of occupation, ſufficient to employ all his time for ſome 21 
years, and which was the beſt preventive: of chat - conſtitutional melancholy + | 
which was ever lurking about him, ready to trouble his quiet. But his 
enlarged and lively mind eould not be fatisfied- without more - diverſity of hed 
employment, and the pleafure of animated relaxation. He therefore not only 7 0 
exerted his talents in occaſional compoſition very different from Lexi ography, 4d 
but formed a club in Tvy-lane, Paternoſter-row, with a view to enjoy literary 
diſcuſſion, and amuſe his evening hours. The members aſſociated with him boy 
in this little ſociety were his beloved friend Dr. Richard Bathurſt,” Mr, 
Hawkeſworth, afterwards well-known by his por Mr. Je ohn Hawkins, an 
e . a Lew others of different mars err Der! Sf MOU: 
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s He w was W for renal years Chairman of Fl Middleſex Juſtices, "and upon . 

of preſenting ſome addreſs to the King, accepted the uſual offer of Knighthood, * He is authour 
of « A wie ba of Maßen ” in five volumes i in your By aſſiduous attendance ee Johnſon i in 
| his 
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TH: LIFE or DR. JohN SON 
In the Gentleman's Magazine for May of this year he wrote a « Life . 


" Lod Roſcommon,*” with Notes, which he afterwards. much improved, == 55. 


indented the notes into text, and inſerted i it . his Lives of the gen 


Poets. , 
Mr. Dodlley this year brought 6 out his W one of the moſt Wai 


books for the 1 improvement of young minds that has appeared in any language; 


and to this meritorious work Johnſon furniſhed « The Preface,*” containing a 


general ſketch. of the book, with a ſhort and perſpicuous recommendation of 


ack article; as alſo, « The Viſion of Theodore the Hermit, found in his 


Cell,“ a moſt beautiful allegory of human life, under the figure of aſcending 


the mountain of Exiſtence. The Biſhop of Dromore heard Dr. Ne ſay, 


that he thought this was the beſt thing he ever wrote. 


In January, 1749, he publiſhed « TRE Vanity OF- Huan Wisnes, 


being che Tenth Satire of Juvenal imitated.” He, I believe, compoſed it 
the preceding year „Mrs. Johnſon, for the fake of country air, had lodgings 
at Hampſtead, to Which he reſorted occaſionally, and there the greateſt part, 
| if not the whole, of this Imitation was written. The fervid rapidity with 
which it was produced, is ſcarcely credible. I have heard him fay, that he 
compoſed ſeventy lines of it in one day, without putting one of them upon 


* paper till they were finiſhed. I remember when Jonce regretted to him that 


be had not given us more of Juvenal's Satires, he ſaid he probably ſhould 
give more, for he had them all in his head; by which I. underſtood, that he 
had the originals and correſpondent alluſions floating in his mind, which he 


could, when he pleaſed, embody and render permanent without much labour. 5 


Some of them, however, he obſerved, were too groſs for imitation. 


The profits of a ſingle poem, however excellent, appear to have been very 
ſmall in the laſt reign, compared with what a publication of the ſame ſize has 
ſince been known to yield. I have mentioned, upon Johnſon's own authority, 
that for his Lonpow he had only ten guineas ; and now, after his fame was 


eſtabliſhed, he got for his « Vanity of human Wiſhes?” but five guineas more, 
{m1 Is proved ” an authentick document in 2 9 8 


It 


be laſt illoes, bo 8 che office of one of his executors; in in conſequence of which, the book- 


- fallers of London employed him to > publiſh an edition of Dr. dre s works, and to write 


Bis Life. | 
Fir John Hawkins; with folemn i inaccuracy, repreſents this poem as A conſequence of the 


indifferent reception of his tragedy. But the fact is, that the poem was publiſhed on the gth of 5 


January, and the tragedy was not acted till the 6th of the February following. 
% Nov. 25. 1748. I received of Mr, Dodlley fifteen guineas, for which I J to him the 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHN SON 


le win be obſerved; that he reſerves to himſelf che right: ef Printing one 
edition of this fatire, which was his practice upon occaſion of he falle of all 
his writings ; it being his fixed intention to publiſh at ſome period, * Own 
profit, a complete collection of his works. 

His < Vanity of human Wiſhes” has leſs of common life, Wette of 
a philoſophick dignity than his London.“ More readers, therefore, will be 


delighted with the pointed ſpirit of “ London, than with the profound 


reflection of © The Vanity of human Wiſhes.“ Vatrick, for inſtance, 
obſerved, in his {prightly manner, with more vivacity than regard to juſt 
diſcrimination, as is uſual with wits, When Johnſon lived much with the 


Herveys, and ſaw a good deal of what was paſſing in life, he wrote his 


© London,' which is lively and eaſy. When he became more retired, he 


gave us his Vanity of human Wiſhes, which is as hard as Greek. Had he 


gone on to imitate another ſatire, it would have been as hard as Hebrew * 5g 


But © The Vanity of human Wiſhes” is, in the opinion of the beſt judges, 
as high an effort of ethick poetry as any language can ſhew. The inſtances of 


variety of diſappointment are choſen fo. judiciouſly, and painted ſo ſtrongly, 


that, the moment they are read, they bring conviction to every thinking mind. 


That of the ſcholar muſt have depreſſed the too ſanguine expectations of many 


an ambitious ſtudentꝰ. That of the warrior, Charles of Sweden, is, 1 — 
as highly finiſhed a picture as can poſſibly be conceived. h 


right of copy of an Imitation of ths Tenth Satire of Fare, wrirten by me; Kferving t to my 


gina, printing one edition. SAM. JonHnsON, 
nee 29 June, 2786. A true copy, ck te odge in Dr. Johnſon's hand-writing. 
« 7 Dop SLEY» 
® From Mr. Lan gton, : 


I this poem one of the inſtances mentioned of unfortunate learned men is Dar: - 


= Hear Lydiat's life, and Galileo's end.“ 
The hiſtory of . Lydiat being little known, the following account of him may be acceptable to 


many of my readers. It appeared as a note in the Supplement to the Gentleman's Magazine for 


1 in which ſome paſſages extracted from Johnſon's poem were inſerted, and it ſhould have 
added in the ſubſequent edition, —** A very learned divine and mathematician, fellow of 
New College, Oxon, and Rector of Okerton, near Banbury. He wrote, among many others, a 


Latin treatiſe © De naturã cli, &c.” in which he attacked the ſentiménts of Scaliger and 


Ariſtotle, not bearing to hear it urged, har ome things are true in philefo; phy and falſe in divinity, 
He made above 600 Sermons on the harmony of the Evangeliſts. Being utiſuccefsful in publiſhing 
his works, he lay in the priſon of Bocardo at Oxford, and in the King' s Bench, till Biſhop Uſher, 
Dr. Laad, Sir William Boſwel, and Dr. Pink, releaſed him by paying his debts. He 1 


King Charles I. to be ſent into, Exhiopia, &c. to procure MSS. Having ſpoken | in favoor of 
2 monarchy And biſhops, he was plundered by the partiament forces, and twice carried away 


E from his reQory ; and afterwards had not a ſhirt to ſhift him in three months, without 
rrowed i it, and —4 1 poor in 1646.“ 
| 5 an 5 * 4 7 ht 22 2 . Were 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. TO 


Were all. the other: excellencies of this poem annihilated, it muſt ever "OY _— 
8 grateful reverence from its noble concluſion; in which we are conſoled . | 
with the aſſurance that Ing may by attained, if we ce 8 our ned yp _ = 
to, Plety”: . NE | | | pag 1 * 
| » A « Where 78 ſhall hope and fear cheir objects find | . r 
3 re Shall dull ſufpenſe corrupt the ſtagnant . „ „ Hz 1 

e Muſt helpleſs man, in ignorance ſedate, at- TO x 
FOES & Roll darkling down the torrent of his his fate! * So 1 5 e 3 +a 
*** Shall no diſlike alarm, no wiſhes . VVV 1 e "is 

No cries attempt the mercy of the ſkies? „„ A 

Enthuſiaſt, ceaſe; JJ%%J%%%dd 0 ĩ ͤᷣͤ v „ 0 7 


4 


1 « Which heav'n may hear, nor deem religion vain. e -+ og” rw 4 - 2 if, 
. Still raiſe for good the ſupplicating „ e Lhe „ 
“But leave to heav'n the meaſure and the choice. ee „ 4 
r 92 5 oo ; - 4 „ 55 . | 
3 Safe in his hand, whoſe eye diſcerns SW; hes, > 


975 Ky The ſecret ambuſh of a ſpecious Preys 5 „„ _ 
..-— _ * Implore his aid, in his deciſions reſt . T Te 
Secure whate' er he gives he gives the beſt. moan or et = 
f n „ when the ſenſe of ſacred preſence fires, „„ e | _— 
And ſtrong devotion to the ſkies aſpires, „„ _— 
c Pour forth thy fervours for a healthful mind, | . 1 
„ Obedient paſſions, and a will reſign dd art pk 855 7 
. . For love, which ſcarce collective man can fill, „„ = 
7 5 . ce For Patience ſovereign o'er tranſmuted ill; 9 | 5 
« For faith, which panting for a happier ſeat, 33 5 
Counts death kind Nature's ſignal for retreat. 
c Theſe goods for man the laws of heaven ordain, | | 
« Theſe goods he grants, who grants the power to gain; 5 8 . 14 
« With theſe celeſtial wiſdom calms the mind, RN N RR 
And makes the happineſs ſhe does not find.“. 0 = 


. 


"Garrick being now veſted with theatrical power by being manager of Drury- | = 
lane theatre, he kindly and generouſly made uſe of it to bring out Johnſon' Tz 
tragedy, which had been long kept back for want of encouragement. But in _— 
this benevolent purpoſe he' met with no ſmall difficulty from the temper of | 
Johnſon, which could not brook that a drama which he had formed with much 


Wr and had been obliged to keep 1 more than the nine years of Horace, 
| y_—_ ow ſhould | 
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= THE LIFE OF DR. JOUNSON. 


Eat. well, that without ſome alterations it would not he fit for the ſtage. A violent 

©: diſpute having enſued between them, Garrick applied to the Reverend Dr. 
the fellow wants me to make Mahomet run mad, that be may have an oppor- 
tunity of toſſing his hands and kicking his heels. He was, however, at laſt, 


ſome changes; but {till there were not enough. 
Dr. Adams was preſent the firſt night of the repreſentation of n 
aalãaaunꝗd gave me the following account: © Before the curtain drew up, there were 
4 5 catcalls whiſtling, which alarmed Johnſon's friends. The Prologue, which was 
„„ written by himſelf in a manly ftrain, ſoothed the audience *, and the play went 


| UE : : | = - . | * piece, was to be ſtrangled upon the ſtage, and was to ſpeak two lines e 
=_ the bow-ſtring round her neck. The, audience cried out. Murder, mur 
She ſeveral times attempted to ſpeak, but in vain; At laſt ſhe was obliged t to 


carried off to be put to death behind the ſcenes, as the play now has it. The 
CN Epilogue was written by Sir William Young.” I know not how Johnſon" $ 
—_——_ . -:- play came to be thus graced by the 2 of a” perſon. then o eminent in the 
—_ * e . political world. | 


i Mahomet was, in fat, ont bye, Bury, nd u ene by Mr. Garrick but e 
D . at this time the parts were not yet caſt, - 
2 Theexpreſſion uſed by Dr. en was © ſoothed. 1 odd a think he audience was 
awed by the extraordinary ſpirit and dignity of the following lines: . 


. . Be this at leaſt his praiſe, be this his pride, 
5 „ Fo force applauſe no modern arts are tried: 
—_— - Ce ' - _ © Should partial catcalks all his hopes confound, 
= \ EF eile bids no trumpet quell the fatal found; = 
—_ | : « Should welcome fleep relieve the weary wit, OR, 
He rolls no thunders o'er the drowſy pit; e 
| „„ «© No ſnares to captivate the judgement ſpreadds. 
| . Nor bribes your eyes to prejudice your heads. 
h “ Unmovid, though witlings ſneer and rivals nil, 5 
Z 5 e Studious to pleaſe, yet not aſhamed to fail, 
| 5 „ «« He ſcorns the meek addreſs, „ Thy « 
. With merit needleſs, and without it van: 
I . Reaſon, Nature, Truth, he dares to truſt; 
ER er Ye wo Areas —R wits be ety 
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1749. ſhould be reviſed and altered at the pleaſure of an actor. Vet Garrick knew 
Taylor to interpoſe. Johnſon was at firſt very obſtinate. © Sir, (faid he) 


with difficulty, prevailed on to comply with ene s wiſhes, ſo as yo allow of 


off tolerably till it came to the concluſion, when Mrs. Pritchard, the heroine of 


go off the ſtage alive.” This paſſage was afterwards ſtruck out, and ſhe was | 


„ 


. PEI l —_— — A r e nes ä N 3 
9 1 „ : | — — OE 1 Si. 

2 * 85 Num * W. * 3 „ N 6 0 . „ Av an \ = _ #9 woe — 22 ae any —— 2 

5 8 the RS, bs nts os 9 8 TER * 0 RR e 8 "EM ** * * * * " * " g | * & * * v4. eee IE a TO bn — work EL — 3 — —— — ae nn nenterrmerony————— San 

* FS £6 6s ©: | mn 2 © Ev Ee . N , 9 * * F 8 — HS" ee PO , 7 

1 F 7 # . W * * * © 0 e N * 1 7 * ö * , 0 * . a ++. oed. a 

N. . Fey! « a , . 2/0 N e r * ö 7 * 9 * 


— 


't 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON: „„ "ub 


| Notwithſtanding all the ſupport of ſuch performers as Garrick, Barry, Mrs. 1749 
: Cibber, Mrs. Pritchard, and every advantage of dreſs and decoration, the 2 
tragedy of Irene did not pleaſe the publick. Mr. Garrick's zeal carried it 
through for nine nights, ſo that the authour had his three nights“ profits; and 
from a receipt ſigned by him, now in the hands of Mr. James Dodſley, it 
appears that his friend Mr. Robert Dodſley gave him one hundred pounds for 
the copy, with his uſual reſervation of the right of one edition. 
Isxxxx, conſidered as a poem, is intitled to the praiſe of ſuperiour . 
Analyſed into parts, it will furniſh a rich ſtore of noble ſentiments, fine 
imagery, and beautiful language; but it is deficient in pathos, in that delicate 
power of touching the human feelings, which is the principal end of the 
drama. Indeed Garrick has complained to me, that Johnſon not only had 
not the faculty of producing the impreſſions of tragedy, but that he had not 
the ſenſibility to perceive them. His great friend Mr. Walmſley's prediction, 
that he would © turn out a fine tragedy-writer,” was, therefore, ill founded. 
_ Johnſon was wiſe enough to be convinced that he had not the talents neceſ- 
ſary to write ſucceſsfully for the Kage, and never made another attempt in chat 
ſpecies of compoſition. | 
When aſked how he felt upon os il Weseſd of his tragedy, he 5 | 
« Like the Monument ;” meaning that he continued firm and unmoved as 
that column. And let it be remembered, as an admonition to the genus 
 irritabile of dramatick writers, that this great man, inſtead of peeviſhly com- 
plaining of the bad taſte of the town, ſubmitted to its deciſion without a 
murmur. He had, indeed, upon all occaſions a great deference for the 
general opinion: A man (ſaid he) who writes a book, thinks himſelf wiſer 
or wittier than the reſt of mankind ; he ſuppoſes that he can inſtruct or amuſe 
them, and the publick to whom he appeals, muſt, after all, he the ju . 
his pretenſions. „LA older; 1 gen 1 hams het by BIOL 4475 ag 22 
On occaſion of his play being brought upon the ſtage, $A had a fancy / „ 
that as a dramatick authour his dreſs ſhould be more gay than what he ordi- 
narily wore ; he therefore appeared behind the ſcenes, and even in one of the 
fide boxes, in a ſcarlet waiſtcoat, with rich gold lace. His neceſſary attendance 
while his play was in rehearſal, and during its performance, brought him 
acquainted with many of the performers of both ſexgggzwhich produced a 
more favourable opinion of their profeſſion than he haprih ed | 
his Life of Savage. With ſome of them he kept up art 
as he and they lived, and was ever ready to ſhew them acts of kindneſs. He 
for a conſiderable time uſed to frequent the Green Room, and ſeemed | to take 
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LI THE LIFE Of DR. JOHNSON! 


1749. delle in diſſipating his gloom, by mixing in the ſprightly Aid of the 
Eur 40. motley circle then to be found there. Mr. David Hume related to me from 
g Mr. Garrick, that Johnſon at laſt denied himſelf this amuſement, from con- 
ſiderations of rigid virtue; ſaying, I'll come no more behind your ſcenes, 
ü David; for the filk- et 0 e alors a Log actreſſes excite wy. 
amorous_propenſities.”” 14 5. 
In 1750 he came forth in he Hate 80 which he was dee qualified, 
a majeſtick teacher of moral and religious wiſdom. The vehicle which he 
choſe was: that of a periodical paper, which he knew had been, upon former 
occaſions, employed with great ſucceſs. The Tatler, Spectator, and Guar- 
dian, were the laſt of the kind publiſhed i in England, which had ſtood the 
teſt of a long trial; and ſuch an interval had now elapſed ſince their publi- 
cation; as made him juſtly think that, to many of his readers, this form of 
inſtruction would, in ſome degree, have the advantage of novelty. A few 
days before the firſt of his Eſſays came out, there ſtarted another 'competitor 
for fame in the ſame form, under the title of The Tatler Revived;” which 
I believe was horn but to die.” '' Johnſon was, 1 think, not very Hippy"! in 
the choice of his title, The Rambler,” which certainly is not fuited to a 
ſeries of grave and moral diſcourſes; which the Italians have literally, but 
ludicrouſly, tranſlated by 11 Vagabondo; ; and wt ich has been lately aſſumed as 
the denomination of a vehicle of licentious tales, <« The Rambler's Maga- 
zine!” He gave Sir Joſhui* Reynolds the following account of its getting 
this name: © What muft be done, Sir, will be done. When 1 was to begin 
publiſhing t that paper, I was at a lofs 'how to name ft. Do fat down at night 
upon my bedſide, and reſolved that T would not go th ſleep till T had fixed i its 
title. The Rambler ſeemed the beſt that occurred, ind 1 took it. 
With what devout and conſcientious ſentiments is paper was kao, 
| is 1 Ms by the following prayer, which he compoſed and offered vp on 
the occaſion; : 5 Alkighty e the giver of ally 0 0d Uiings, withour whoſe 


31 have heard Dr. Warton mention, that he was at Mr. Robert Dodfley's with the late 

Mr. Moore, and ſeveral others of his friends, conſidering what ſhould be the name of the periodical 
paper which Moore had undertaken. - Garrick Aug the Solid wich. 1 a curious coinci- 

Ka was. afterwards applied to himſelf by Goldſmith : | 8 


Our Garrick's a ſallad, for in bim we fe | S oft ron een 
. * Oil, . vinegar, ſugar, and ſaltneſs agree!” - AS 


1. 


. ha laſt thi « company: having ſeparated, without any thing of which they woo s been 
oftered » Dodlley himſelf thou but of Tbe Warld. 
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nE LIFE or DR: younsoON: + 5 
belp all labour is ineffectual,” and without whoſe grace all wiſdom . Key; 1756 _ 
grant, I beſeech Thee, that in this undertaking thy Holy Spirit may not be . 7-36 - == 


with-held from me, but that I. may promote thy glory, and the ſalvation of 2 N 1 3 3 | 
myſelf and others: 5 grant ee O IRS Kit the lake > _—_ ſon- Ons: 5 . ry . L.A. 97 ee, = 5 4 
CHRIST. Amen! 7 5 1 974 | n. = wn | by” TC OO COL 1 
The firſt paper of the "Ramble! 3 was e on Tuecdey the ach © Phew "Ao . 
ere : 


March, 17503 and its authour was enabled to continue it; without interrup- — 
tion, every Tueſday and Friday, till Saturday the 17th of March, 1752, n Ef - + 
which day it cloſed. This is a ſtrong confirmation of the truth of a remark. = 
of his, which I have had occaſion to quote elſewhere s, that © a man may write 
at any time, if he he will ſet himſelf doggedly to it 15 for notwithſtanding his. 
conſtituti jonal indolenc dolence, his de depreſſion of, ſpirits, and his labour in carry 
his Dictionary, he anſwered the ſtated calls of the preſs twice a 9 
the ſtores of e mind, during all that- time having received no aflſtance, 
| except four billets i in No. 10 by Miſs Mulſo, now Mrs. Chapone ; No. 30, 
by Mrs. Catharine Talbot; No. 97, by Mr. Samuel Richardſon, whom 
he deſcribes in an introdudtory note as. © An authour who has enlarged the 
knowledge of human nature, and taught the 1 K. to move at che command 
of virtue; and Numbers 44 and 100, by 4 
Poſterity will be aſtoniſned. hen they are told, upon the authority of Johnſon: 
| himſelf, that many of theſe diſcourſes, which we. ſhould ſuppoſe had , been 
laboured with all the flow attention of literary leiſure, | were writen in haſte as 
the moment prefſed, without even being read over by him before they were 
Printed. It can be accounted for only i in this way ; that by reading and medi- 
ration, and a very cloſe inſpection of life, he had accumulated a great fund of 
miſcellaneous knowledge, which, by a peculiar promptitude of mind, was ever 
5 ready at his call, and OT he had conſtantly accuſtomed himſelf to clothe 
n the moſt apt and cies tick expreſſion, Sir Joſhua Reynolds once aſked 
him'by what means he N attained his extraordinary accuracy and flow of 
language. He told him that he had early laid it down as a fixed rule to do 
his beſt on every occaſion, and in every company ; ; to- impart whatever he 
knew in the mot forcible language he could put it in; and that by conſtant 
practice, and never ſuffering any careleſs expreſſions to eſcape him, or attempt "/, ,, C 25 — 5 
ing to deliver his thoughts without e them in ime ben e it L e ee 


& * 3.8 


became habitual to him. bln He Swan fo en 
Yet he was not altogether unprepared as a l writer; fie I have in. „ nr, 
my poſſeſſion a ſmall duodecimo volume, in which he has written, in the 8 


+ 2 — and Meditations, p- 9. 5 Im of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3d edit. p. 28. - 4 22 5 * . _ 244.44, 
2h form Hh. —_— 
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quent period (probably after the work was aan be „ . In all taken 
of provided materials, 30. þ- 82 


: thod of accumulating intelligence had been practiſed by Mr. Addiſon, and 


| applicable to each ſubject of which the head is mentioned. 


obſerved by mans ſelf.— From pleaſure to bus. [Hg.] to quiet; from 


gradat. but the change is certain. Dial non progredi, progreſſ. eſe conpicimus. 
Lok back, conſider what was thought at ſome diſt. period. 


| excellet—Fame . to be conttunt—oarciles of the great—applauſes of the 
Jearned—ſmiles of Beauty. 5 
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THE LITE OF DR. jonnsoN:- 


fort of Mr. Locke's Common-Place Book, a variety of hints for eſſays on 

different ſubjects. He has marked upon the firſt blank leaf of it, & To the 
128th page, collections for the RaMxT ZR; and in another Place, « In fifty- 

two there were ſeventeen provided; in g7—21 ; in 190—25.” At a ſubſe- 


Sir John Hawkins, who is unlucky upon all een tells us, thar ce this 


is humourouſly deſcribed in one of the Spectators, wherein he feigns to have 
dropped his paper of notanda, conſiſting of a diverting medley of broken 
ſentences and looſe hints, which he tells us he had collected, and meant to 
make uſe of. Much of the ſame kind is Johnſon's Adverfaria®.” But the 
truth is, that there is no reſemblance at all between them. ' Addiſon's note 
was a fiction, in which unconnected fragments of his lucubrations were pur- 
poſely jumbled together, in as odd a manner as he could, in order to produce 
a laughable effect. Whereas Johnſon's abbreviations are al diſtinet, and 


* 


For tance, there i is che Tolowing ſpecimen : EE, 


« Youths Entry, Ge. 


ce Baxter s account of things in which he had changed his Gin as he grew 
up. Voluminous,—No wonder. If every man was to tell, or mark, on how 
many ſubjects he has changed, it would make vols. but the changes not always 


thoughtfulneſs to reflect. to piety ; ; from diſſipation to domeſtic. by i impercept. 


« Hope predom. in youth. Mind not willingly indulges unpleaſing thoughts. 
The world lies all enameld before him, as a diſtant proſpect ſun-gilt? ;—- 
inequalities only found by coming to it. Love is to be all jc —cbiluren 


e Fear of diſgrace—Baſhfulneſs —F inds things of leſs importance. Miſcar- 
A. 9 like excellencies ; —if remembered, of no 1 46808 Dag of 


5 Hawkins's Life of Johnſon. © „ | 

7 This moſt beautiful i image fe the enchanting deluſion of youthful prof has not been uſed 
in any a . eſſays. | | RS ps 
4 niz 
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THE) LIFE Or DR. JOHNSON. ; 111 
ſinkeing into ieee af: eee, La the ay of _—_ art 1750. 
acti vit. 42 

ce Confidence 4 in Ame. Lin tract of lie before him No dee of fick- 

neſs Embarraſment of affairs. Diſtraction of family.—Publick calami- 655 | 
ties—No ſenſe of the prevalence of bad habits —Negligent of Cy i 
to undertake—carelefs to purſue—all changed by tim. 
r Confident of others—unſuſpetting as unckporjenced=lwaycing kimſelt 
ſecure againſt neglect, never imagines they will venture to treat him ill. Ready 

o truſt; expecting to be truſted. Convinced by time of the NH the 
5 omg, the cowardice, the treachery of men. 
« Youth ambitious, as thinking honours eaſy to be had. 
Different kinds of praiſe en at different periods. of f the gay in 
youth. dang. hurt, &c. deſpiſed. - 6 

Of the fancy in manhood. Ambit. Ach Of the wiſe 12 
ſober in old age—ſcriouſneſs—formality—maxims, but general —only of the 
rich, otherwiſe age is happy—but at laſt every thing referred to riches—no 
having fame, honour, influence, withouc ET to re 


« Horace. 
<< Hard it would be if men entered life with the ſank views with which: 


they leave it, or left as they enter it, No I oe Ain regard 
to benevolence—no feac of diſgrace, &c. _ 

.« Youth to be RIDE the by of age—age to retain the honour of 
| you.” Pt 


* 


Ef This, je wi be obſerved, i is the Werd of: No. 196 of the Rambler. D | 
aul _ wy readers with another eben 2 


" © Confederacies ali ell; wh. 


0 Seldom i in war a match for ſingle perſons—nor in peace; ; drains kings 
| nuke themſelves abſolute. Confederacies in learning every great work the 
work of one. Bray. Scholars“ friendſhip like ladies. Scribebamus, &c. Mart. 
The apple of diſcord—the laurel of diſcord— the poverty of criticiſm. Swift's 
opinion of the power of ſix geniuſes united. That union ſcarce poſſible. 
His remarks juſt; man a ſocial, not ſteady nature. Drawn to man by words, 
fepelled by POS: Orb drawn * attraction. oh. Lied! by cen- 
_ NECN A © . 
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1750. 


Kut. 41. 


With equals, no authority; very man his own opinion- 


4 wonder at the extr 
they bear to the number of eſſays which he wrote, is. i. very ſmall; and it is 
| remarkable, that thoſe for Which he had made no preparation, are as rich 
and as highly finiſhed, as thoſe for which the hints were lying by e It is 


Fand, is indeed very hard to read; but it would have © been better to have left blanks than t to , writs | 


EC - 


THE- LIFE oF DR. JOHNSON. 


Common danger unites by cruſhing: other paſſions - but they return, 
Equality hinders compliance. Superiority produces inſolence and rg Too 
much regard i in each to private intereſt too little. 9955 

. The miſchiefs. of private and excluſive eee fitneſs of Social 
attractien diffuſed through the whole. The miſchiefs-of too TIRE love of 


our country. Contraction of moral duties 5 P1144 PraQy. 8 
Every man moves upon his own center, and therefore r others from 5 


too near a contact, though he may comply with ſome general laws. 
e Of confederacy with ſuperiours, every one knows the inconvenience. 

« Man and wife hardly united ;—ſcarce ever without children: "Chmpu- 
tation, if two to, one againſt two, how, many againſt. five ? If rconfederaties 
were Le wage many comm ay Ar poſſible only to ſome, dange- 
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1 we ey the Re ol Now 45 of. 75 1 3 * is a con- 
firmation of what I have mentioned, that the opens in that col n paired 
T. were written by Tohnſon. 324011 

This ſcanty preparation of materials will _ however; much dim our 
ordinary fertility of his mind: for the proportion which 


* 0 


alſo to be obſerved, that the papers formed from his hints are worked up 
with ſuch ſtrength and elegance, that we almoſt loſe ſight of the hints, which 


become like drops in the bucket,” Indeed, i in ſeveral inſtances, he has: made 
aà very ſlender "= of Ton, ſo 2 my by me n Rab a % 


Ka Sir This n has. elected — this lie 1 of materials, * he call the 
«c W of two of the enen of the mn; But he men ban able to read the 1 Manu- 


A 


in which” he Sees theſe notable paſſages, one - in Latin, 5 fatui non PLE inſtead of fam; 
non famæ; Johnſon having in his mind what Thuanus ſays of the learned German antiquary 
and lingpiſt, Xylander, who, he tells üs, lived in ſuch poverty, that he was ſuppoſod fami ron 
fame y = Bp + and another i in French, Degente, « de fate es ame 4 argent, inflead, of Degaute de faine, 
{an old word for Fame et affam? argent. The manuſcript being written 1 in an exceeding ly 1 ſmall 
nouns. 55 hu” 5. hw 


23 af fiat 22 


* 


variety; and the grave and often ſolemn caſt of thinking, which diſtinguiſhed 
it from other periodical papers, made it, for ſome time, not generally liked. 

So ſlowly did this excellent work; ich twelve editions have now iſſued 
from the preſs, gain upon the world at large, that even in the cloſing number 


Wards, May the publick favours crown his merits, and may not the Engliſh, 
under the auſpicious reign of GEORGE the Second, negle& a man, who, had | | 
he lived in the firſt century, would have been one of the greateſt favourites 15 
of Aucusrus.“ This flattery of the monarch had no effect. It is too well 2 M 
known, that the ſecond George never was an Auguſtus to learning or genius. por ae 4 — 21 > 1 1 


ledged its uncommon excellence. Verſes in its praiſc appeared in the newſ⸗ 


his having received ſeveral letters to the ſame purpoſe from the learged. 
The Student, or Oxford and Cambridge Miſcellany,” in which Mr. Bonnell 
9 hornton and Mr. Colman were the principal writers, deſcribes it as © a 
work that exceeds any thing of the kind ever publiſhed in this kingdom, ſome 


relative to this work. Mrs. Johnſon, in whoſe judgement and taſte he had 
great confidence, ſaid to him, after a few numbers of the Rambler had come 
1 thought very well of you before; but I did not imagine you Jy 
Could have written any thing equal to this.” » YDiſtant praiſe, from whatever 
quarter, is not ſo aelightful as that of a wife whom a man loves and eſteems, 
Her approbation may be ſaid to © come home to his %; m;” and being {6 9 
near, its effect is moſt ſenſible and permanent. 


while the Rambler was coming out in ſingle papers at London. With a | 


tation of his friend, he ſuggeſted and took the charge of an edition of thoſe 
Eſſays at Edinburgh. which followed progreſſively the London publication ?. 


| elegance, Upon — paper, of a duodecimo ſize, and with the 1 edrrectneſs; and Mr. 
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As the Rambler was entirely the work of one man, there was, of courſe; 1750. 
a 5 


tuch an uniformity i in its texture, as very much to exclude the charm of Atat. 47. 


the authour ſays, © I have never been much a favourite of the publick.” 
Yet, very ſoon after its commencement, there were who felt and acknow- 


papers; and the editor of the Gentleman's Mz lagazine mentions, in October, 


of the Spectators excepted, —if indeed they may be excepted.” And after- 


_ Johnſen told me, with an amiable fondneſs, a little pleafing circumſtance ,..4- BET ns 


Mr. Fames Elphinſton, who has ſince publiſhed various works, and who « 
was ever eſteemed by Johnſon as a worthy man, happened to be in Scotland ½ 


laudable zeal at once for the improvement of his countrymen and the repu- 


The 


9 It was executed in the printing-office of Sands, Murray, and Cochran, with uncommon 
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1750. The fo owing. letter written at this time, though not dated, will ſhow how. 
5 E r. much pleaſed. Johnſon was with. this e and wht kindneſs and 22 
ye had for Mr. W ag ; 


pt 25 2 Janes Euynnsron. e BET; 
. ad Re „% Duan Sir, : F | 1 5 C date.] 
II cANx or but confeſs the failures of my correſpondence, but hope 
=. EE the ſame regard which'you expreſs for me on every other occaſion, will incline 
—_ 3 | you. to forgive me. Fam often, very often, ill; and, when I am well, am 
obliged to work: and, indeed, have hever much uſed myſelf to punctuality. 
7 Fol are, however, not to make unkind inferences, when I forbear to reply 
_ wy 8 ” to your kindneſs ; for be aſſured, I never receive a letter from you without 
=—_— | great pleaſure, and a very warm ſenſe of your generoſity and friendſhip, which 
—_ 5 1 heartily blame myſelf for not cultivating with more care. In this, as in. 
—_ mam/namy other cafes, I go wrong, in oppoſition to conviction; ; for I think ſcarce 
EIS „ any temporal good equally to be deſired with the regard and familiarity of 
= worthy men. I hope we ſhall be ſome time nearer to each N and have a. 
V more ready way of pouring out our hearts. | 
JF I am glad that you ſtill find encouragement to ed} in your publi- 
_— (cc Sitio, and ſhall beg the favour of fix more volumes to add to my former fix, 
. JT be wa, when you can,. with any convenience, ſend them me. Pleaſe to preſent et, - 
in my name, to Mr. Ruddiman®, of whom, I hear, that his learning is not. 
1 his higheſt excellence. I have tranſeribed the mottos, and returned them, & 
2 hope not too late, of which I think many very happily performed. Mr. Ca aue 
. ho o 9 has put the laſt in the magazine, in which I think he did well. I beg of y 700 1 
— to write ſoon, and to write often, and to write long letters, which I hope in 4 Y 
© - time to repay you; but you muſt be a patient creditor. I have, however, ”Y 
this of gratitude, that I think of you with regard, when I do not, perhaps, 
© Sy, 1 give the om en I ought, of being, Sir, 
—_— — .. - MON „ « © Your moſt obliged and moſt humble ſervant, 
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Elphinſton enticked 3 it with Was 680 of the mottos. When completed, it adds eight kendfome 
ET volumes. It is, unqueſtionably, the moſt accurate and beautiful edition of this work; and there 
<q 8 being but a ſmall impreſſion, it is now become ſcarce, and ſells at a very high price. 
Oz, A „ Mr. Thomas Ruddiman, the learned grammarian of Scotland, well known for his various 
_— I SES4 excellent works, and for his accurate editions of ſeveral authours. He was alſo a man of a moſt 
- _ V worthy private character. His zeal for the Royal Houſe of Stuart did not render him leſs eſtimable 
JF - 075-5, Johnſon's eye. 
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THER UIPE OF DK JOHNSON! | mf 
Soon after this he wrote to the ſame - nden another teter upon a 1750. 


* 


: * — — 
en occaſion. 18 5 | | Hae, 


To Mr. James ELPHINSTON, . 5 
ce DAR . September 25, 1750. 5 
„ « YOU have, as I find by every kind of evidence, loſt an excellent 8 
mother and I hope you will not think me incapable of partaking of your 8 
grief. J have a mother, now eighty-two years of age, whom, therefore, I 5 
muſt ſoon loſe, unleſs it pleaſe God that ſhe rather ſhould mourn for TT - | 1 | 
read the leters in which you relate your mother's death to Mrs. Strahan, and | Js — . 
think I do myſelf honour, when I tell ygu that I read them with rt tin * «wh — — 
tears are neither to 0 nor to me of any further uſe, when once the trigzute — : „ 


4 5 
of. nature has been paid. The buſineſs of life ſummons us away from uſeleſs of — « 
grief, and calls us to the exerciſe of thoſe virtues of which we are lamenting of, : Cor CIR 
our deprivation. The greateſt benefit which one friend can confer upbn ( | 
another, is to guard, and excite, and elevate his virtues. This your mother | | . 
will ſtill beten, if you diligently preſerve the memory of her life, and of Z, 
her death: a life, fo far as I can learn, uſeful, wiſe, and innocent; and a death ; 
reſigned, peaceful, and holy. I cannot forbear to mention, that neither reaſon 
Nor revelation denies you to hope, that you may increaſe her happineſs by obey- | - 
ing her precepts ; and that ſhe may in her preſent ſtate look with pleaſure upon | 
* every act of virtue to which her inſtructions or example have contributed. 
Whether this be more than a pleaſing dream, or a juſt opinion of ſeparate ſpirits, 
, indeed, of no great importance to us, when we conſider ourſelves as acting 
, * anger the eye of Gop : yet, ſurely, there is ſomething pleaſing in the belief, 
9 that our ſeparation from thoſe whom we love is merely corporeal; and it may 
93 be great incitement to virtuous friendſhip, if it can be made probable, that 
tha union that has received the divine approbation ſhall continue to eternity. 
WF There is one expedient by which you may, in ſome degree, continue her 
| preſence. If you write down minutely what you remember of her from your 
earlieſt years, you will read it with great pleaſure, and receive from it 
many hints of ſoothing reollection, when time ſhall remove her yet farther 
from you, and your grief ſhall be matured to veneration. To this, however 
painful for the preſent, I cannot but adviſe you, as to a ſource of comfort and 
ſatisfaction in the time to come; for all comfort and all ſatisfaction is ſincerely” 
 viſhed 35 A by, dear Sir, | ne | 
bu . -. * Your moſt obliged, moſt obedient, 3 3 Seals + E447 
. ING 4 And moſt humble ſervant, . 45 H. | 4 A e , 
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THE LIFE on DR. JOHNSON, 


= 1750. The Rambler has increafed in fame as in age. Soon after its firſt folio 
1 . . | 2 edition was concluded, it was publiſhed in four octavo volumes; and its 
—_ Tix Authour lived to ſee ten numerous editions of 1 it in London, beſide thoſe of 
Ireland and Scotland. | 
I profeſs myſelf to have ever entertained a ett veneration for the 
4-4 aſtoniſhing force and vivacity of mind, which the Rambler exhibits. That 
Johnſon had penetration enough to ſee, and ſeeing would not diſguiſe the 
D miſery of man in this ſtate of being, may have given riſe to the ſuper- 
4.5 ficial notion of his being too ſtern a philoſopher. But men of reflection will be 
-1.-+cenſible that he has given a true repreſentation of human exiſtence, and that he 
bas, at the ſame time, with a generous benevolence, diſplayed every conſolation 
which our ſtate affords us; not only thoſe ariſing from the hopes of futurity, 
ut fuch as may be attained in the immediate progreſs through life. He has 
not depreſſed the ſoul to deſpondency and indifference. He has every where 
_ inculcated ſtudy, labour, and exertion. Nay, he has ſhewn, in a very odious 
; _ light, a man whoſe practice is to go about darkening the views of others, by 
E . . complaints of evil, and awakening thoſe conſiderations of danger 
Tad LL, and diſtreſs, which are, for the moſt part, lulled into a quiet oblivion. This 


2Z 4. 7 nel. * he has done very ſtrongly i in his character of Suſpirius , from which Goldſmith 
2— 5 took that of Croaker, in his NN * « The Good-natured nn,” a 


mY”. Fc Johnſon told me he acknowled oye got 5 20d Whigl * 


obvious. 41 = 05 cots ks 
9 4 Fo PIX To point out a numerous ; ſubjects which the Rambler treats ho a die- Ys 
+ 5 e and perſpicuity which are there united in a manner which we ſhall in ve 
＋ ; k for any where elſe, would take up too large a portion of my book, ab 
would, 1 fy be ſuperfluous, conſidering how univerſally thoſe volumes. * 
now diſſeminated. Even. the moſt condenſed and brilliant ſentences * KIN 
a * © they contain, and which have very properly been ſelected under the nan 
of « Beavries?,” are of conſiderable bulk. But I may ſhortly. obſerve, | 
that the Rambler furniſhes ſuch an aſſemblage of diſcourſes on' practical 
e gion and moral duty. © of critical n „ and nn and oriental 


7 3 No. 55. | 
7 Dr. Johnſon was gratifed by ſceing this ſelection , and wrote to Mr. Ker bockſeller in 


Fleet · ſtreet, the following note: | 
us G, * Mr. Johnſon ſends compliments to Mr. 88 ad begs the favour of ſeeing him as has | 


1 he can. Mr. Kearſley is deſired to bring with him the laſt edition of what he os honoured. 
AT with the name bf Bravrias,” 


* May 20, 1782. 
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tales, that no mind can be thought very deficient that has, by conſtant ſtudy and 1750. 
meditation, aſſimilated to itſelf all that may be found there. No. 7, written . 
in Paſſion-week on abſtraction and ſelf- examination, and No. 1 10, on peni- 
tence and the placability of the Divine Nature, cannot be tob often read. 
No. 54, on the effect which the death of a friend ſhould have upon us, though 
rather too diſpiriting, may be occaſionally very medicinal to the mind. Every 
one muſt ſuppoſe the writer to have been deeply impreſſed by a real ſcene; but hie 
told me that was not the caſe, which ſhews how well his fancy could conduct 
him to the houſe of mourning. Some of theſe more ſolemn papers, I doubt 
not, particularly attracted the notice of Dr. Young, the authour of © The Night 
Thoughts,” of whom my lime dn is ſuch, as to reckon his applauſe 
an honour even to Johnſon. ” I have ſeen ſome volumes of Dr. Young's copy 2 2 
of the Rambler, in which he has marked the paſſages which he thought Log 4 
particularly excellent, by folding down a corner of the page; and ſuch as he 
tated in a ſuper- eminent degree, are marked by double folds. I am forry that 
ſome of the volumes are loſt. Johnſon was pleaſed when told of the minute 
attention with which Young. had ſignified his approbation of his Eſſays. 
I will venture to fay, that in no writings whatever can be found more bark 
and flee for the mind, if I may uſe the exprefſion ; more that can brace and 
invigorate every manly and noble ſentiment. No. 32 on patience, even 
under extreme miſery, is wonderfully lofty, and as much above the 1 rant of 
3 ſtoiciſm, the Sun of Revelation is brighter chan che 
\_loſophy. F never read the following ſentence without feeling my Fain thrill: 
f think there is ſome reaſon for queſtioning whether the body and mind- 
are not ſo proportioned, that the one can bear all which can be inflicted on 
te other; whether virtue cannot ſtand its ground as long as life, and whether. 
a foul well principled will not be ſooner ſeparated than fubdued.” 
* 2 Though inſtruction be the predominant purpoſe of the Rambler, yet it is 
A divers with a conſiderable portion of amuſement. Nothing can be more 
. 4 erroneous than the notion which ſome perſons have entertained, that Johnſon 
* was then a retired authour, ignorant of the world; and, of conſequence, that 
he wrote only from his imagination when he deſcribed characters and manners. 
He faid to me, that before he wrote that work, he had been © running about 
dhe world,” as he expreſſed it, more than almoſt any body; and I have heard 
bim Ware, with much ſatisfaction, that ſeveral of the characters in the 
Rambler were drawn ſo naturally, that when it firſt circulated in numbers, a 
club in one of the towns in Eſſex imagined themſelves to be ſeverally exhihited 


in it, and were much incenſed againſt a perſon who, they am As had thus. 
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- 1750 made them objects of publick notice; ; nor were they quieted till authentick 
T aſſurance was given them, that the Rambler was written by a perſon who had 
never heard of any one of them. Some of the characters are believed to have 

been actually drawn from the life, particularly that of Proſpero from Garrick, 
who never entirely forgave its pointed ſatire. For inſtances of. fertility of 

” fancy, and accurate deſcription of real life, I appeal to No. 19, a man who 
wanders from one profeſſion to another, with moſt plauſible reaſons for every 

change. No. 34, female faſtidiouſneſs and timorous refinement. No. 82, a 
Virtuoſo who has collected curioſities, No. 88, petty modes of entertaining a 
company, and conciliating kindneſs. No. 182, fortune-hunting. No. 194—195, 

, - -a tutor's account of the follies of his pupil. No. 197—1g8, legacy-hunting. 
a3 Isle has given a ſpecimen « of his nice obſervation of the mere external appear- 

—_—  --'-- | ances of life, in this paſſage in No. 179, againſt affectation, that frequent and 
TT '- _ moſt diſguſting quality: “ He that ſtands to contemplate the crouds that fill 
—_—_ the ſtreets of a populous city, will ſee many paſſengers whoſe air and motion 
—_— wet it will be difficult to behold without contempt and laughter; but if he examine 
A | what are the appearances that thus powerfully excite his riſibility, he will find 
_ 0 among them neither poverty nor diſeaſe, nor any involuntary or painful defect. 
„ Ihe diſpoſition to deriſion and inſult, is awakened by the ſoftneſs of foppery, 
„ the ſwell of inſolence, the livelineſs of levity, or the ſolemnity of grandeur ; * 
_—_ . pPuy the fprightly trip, the ſtately ſtalk, the formal ſtrut, and the lofty mien; 
Hy geſtures. intended to catch the r oa by looks claborately ed a 

=_  . * | evidences of importance.” "TY: 

—_: 2 4 E 2 Every page of the Rambler ſhews a mind teeming with claſſical alluſion 
py poetical im magery | illuſtrations from other writers are, upon all occaſions, 
ſo ready, and mingle ſo eaſily in his periods, thas the whole appears of one 
uniform vivid texture. 
The ſtyle of this work has been 1 N * gal ! as 
Involved and turgid, and abounding with antiquated and hard words. So | 
founded is the firſt part of this objection, «that I will challenge all who may 
| honour this book with a 22 to point out any Engliſh writer whoſe lan- 
N conveys his meaning with equal force and perſpicuity. -It muſt, in- 
L del, be allowed, that the ſtructure of his ſentences is expanded, and 
often has ſome what of the inverſion of Latin; and that he delighted to ex- 
preſs familiar thoughts i in philoſophical language; being in this the reverſe of 
be, who, it was ſaid, reduced philoſophy to the ſimplicity of common 
life. But let us attend to what he himſelf ſays in his concluding paper: 
% When common . were leſs Pleaſing to the ear, or leſs diſtinct in their 
ſignification , 
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: THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON = 
ſignification, I have familiariſed the terms of philoſophy, by applying them to 1750. 


popular ideas“. And, as to the ſecond part of this objection, upon a late Fut. 47. 
careful reviſion of the work, I can with confidence ſay, that it is amazing | 
how few of thoſe words, for which it has been unjuſtly c haracteriſed, are „ 
actually to be found in it; I am ſure, not the proportion of one to each 22 / 
aper. This idle charge has been echoed from one babbler to another, who 
have confounded Johnſon's Eſſays with Johnſon's Dictionary; and becauſe 
he thought it right in a Lexicon of our language to collect many words 
which had fallen into diſuſe, but were ſupported by great authorities, it 
has been imagined that all of theſe have been interwoven into his own- 
compoſitions. That ſome of them have been adopted by him unneceſſarily, 
may, perhaps, be allowed; but, in general they are evidently an advantage, 
for without them his ſtately ideas would be confined and cramped. He Make . 
thinks with more extent than another, will want words of larger meaning 5.” 9 
He once told me, that he had formed his ſtyle upon that af Sir William” | Pr” 
Temple, and upon Chambers's Propoſal for his Dictionary. He certainly was . 
miſtaken; or if he imagined at firſt that he was imitating Temple, he was and 
very unſucceſsful ; for nothing can be more unlike than the ſimplicity of 2 
Temple, and the richneſs of Johnſon. Their ſtyles differ as plain cloth and 
brocade. Temple, indeed; ſeems equally erroneous in ſuppoſing that he 
- himſelf had formed his ſtyle upon Sandys's Hiſtory of all Religions. 
The ſtyle of Johnſon was, undoubtedly, much formed upon that of the 
: great. writers in the laſt century, Hooker, Bacon, Sanderſon, Hakewell, | 
and others; thoſe „GIANTS,“ as they were well characteriſed by one whoſe 
is . were I to name him, would ſtamp a reverence on the opinion. 
We may, with the utmoſt propriety, apply to his learned ſtyle that paſſage: 
of * a part of which" he has taken'as the motto to his W + * 


8 


e Cum tabulis animum cenſoris ſumet honefti : 
e Audebit quæcumque parim ſplendoris habebunt 
Et fine pondere erunt, et. honore indigna ferentur,. 
ee Verba movere loco, quamvis invita recedant, 
Et verſentur adbuc intra penetralia Veſtæ. 
« Oghcurata diu populo bonus eruet, atque 
. Proferet in lucem ſpecioſa vocabula rerum, 


CS. vet his ſtyle did not cape the harmleſs ſhafts of pleaſant humour ; for the i ingenious Bonnell 
Thornton publiſhed a mock Rambler in the Drury. lane Journal... 
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8 Que priſcis memorata Catonihus atque Cethegis,  \  - 
* Nunc fitus informis premit et deſerta n | | 
« Adfeiſcet nova, que genitor produxerit uſus : | 
06 Vehemens, et liquidus, puroque fimillimus amni, 
« Fundet opes Latiumque beabit divite * N 


To f great a maſter of Wiang to one of ſuch vaſt and various know. 
ledge as Johnſon, might have been allowed a liberal LR © of wp ** 
which Horace claims in another Place: 


0 — — - Si fart? neceſſ „ 
3 N monſtrare recentibus abdita rerum, 5 
0 Fingere ciuctutis non exaudita Cethegis 
© Continget, dabiturque licentia ſumpta pudenter : 
Et nova fiaque nuper habebunt verba fidem j: 
“ Graco foute cadant, parce detorta. Quid autem 
« Cæcilio Plautoque dabit Romanus, ademptum a 4 5 
“ Virgilio Varioque? Ego cur, acquirere pauca 
4M alem. invideor ; cum lingua Catonis et Emi 
Sermonem patrium ditaverit, et nova rerum 
mina protulerit? Licuit ſemperque 2 ee 
40 22 prafente ww es _— Fr Yes 0 


26 a a nad not to ce 1 
four gx. the E liſh —— of his own formation; and he was 
very much offended at the general Licence by no means 7 modeſtly taken“ i 
us time, not only to, coin new words, but to uſe many words in galt 
quite different from their eſtabliſhed caving. and thoſe e very 
fantaſtical. 

Sir Thomas Brown, whoſe life Johnſon wrote, was cingrtably fond of 
Anglo-Latian diction; and to his example we are to aſcribe Johnſon's ſome- 
| „ _ indulging himſelf in this kind of phraſcology*. Johnfon's comprehenſion 


N 


i 2 I s Horat, Epiſt Lib. II. Epitt i Wet 7 Hort. De Arte Roetich. 

The obſervation of his having . Six Thomas Brown has been made by many people; | 
and lately it has been infiſted on and illuſtrated by a variety of quotations from Brown in one 
of the popular Eſſays written by the Reverend Mr. Knox, maſter of Tunbridge ſchool, whom 
I have ſet down in my liſt of thoſe who have ſometimes not unſucceſsfully. imitated Dr. Johnſon's 
ſtyle, TD TE ot — 


he: | | . E Jui 


28 rn Ax : 198 * 
P 2 8 5 
3 


„ A 


very near to him; and, from the influence which he has had upon our compo- . 
ſition, ſcarcely any thing is written now that is not better expired than was 3 
ulſual before he appeared to lead the national taſte. Wt 
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of mind was the mould for his language. Had his conceptions been nar- 1750. 
rower, his expreſſion wou have been eaſier. His ſentences have a dignified . 
march; and, it 15 certain, that his example has given a general elevation to 
the language of his country, for many of our beſt writers have approached WA 2 « 


This circumſtance, the truth of which muſt ſtrike every critical was fas 


been ſo happily enforced by Mr. Courtenay, in his Moral and Literary” + y 54 : -4 
| 8 of Dr. Johnſon,” that I cannot prevail on myſelf to withhold it, „ ene. 80 
2 his, perhaps, too great partiality for one of his N 8 Po Ln 8 


. 4 By Natures CR 
22 Z £4 a . Hs Jke a 1 T Itian, form'd his brilliant ſchool ; 3 7 
rats - 2 „ we congenial ſpirits to excel, = TT 25 
. te e lips impreſſive wiſdom fell. 3 Fl | 
1 I « « Our ed GoLpauirn fe telt the ſovereign ſway ; e „ Le? 
x t nervous lay. at 


114) 9% Shed Herd Mme. © 
gifts ordain'd mankind to rule, 
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* From Fir deriv'd the "Fiber, 
To Fame's proud cliff he bade our Raphael riſe ; 3775 > 

DL « Hence 'RzynoLps' pen x with REYNOLDS pened vies 7 9 5 pat 
“ With Johnſon's flame dan glows, 2 be | 
ec While the grand ſtrain in in ſmoother cadence flows. 1 . 
. And you, MarLons, to critick learning dear, | porn 5 = 
c Correct a Aegant, 1 'd,, though clear, , # Core [744 9 4 i 
« By ſtud * him, ac acq; at claſſick taſte, x Le f. 
e Which high in Shakſpeare's fane thy ſtatue plac d. 5 . . 3 


« Near Johnſon Srxkvxxs ſtands, on ſcenick ground,” Meg] E 
Acute, laborious, fertile, and profound. fe — 70 Sh 
e Ingenious HawkzsworTH to this ſchool we One, . ao on 
7,0 2 ſcarce the pupil from the tutor know. 2. ! At. 3 
| ere early parts accompliſh'd Joxes ſublimes, _ p 1 = 
ce * ſcience. blends with Aſia's lofty rhymes: 1 bo 
« Harmonious Jonxs ! who in his ſplendid ſtrains / 


1442 «| Sings Camdeo's ſports, on Agra's flowery plains ; 
ceſ In Hindu fictions while we fondly trace 
E 2 Love and the Mules, deck'd with Attick grace. | 8 | 
R „„ 


| = . e Ape. - | Jar fy ad yt, 
{| 4 61. & 1 Ps EA, EET «c {Imb ib'd from him the facred love of truth ; 3 
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| « Scarce North Britons, now © S n Scot ad os 4G, f 
272 / e Who tothe fage devored from hi Jourh, LES a, 


. uu WES, e The keen reſearch, the exerciſe of mind, ! £ beck. 
at Hot 1144 e e «f And that beſt art, the art to know mankind — as i 
/ «« Nor was his energy confin d alone 
4 To friends around his Philoſophick throne; | "Pg 
* "ac Irs influence wide improv'd our letter d ile, 3 1 
1 Aud lucid vigour mark d the general ſtyle: OWL, 
| | « As Nile's proud waves, ſwol'n from their oozy bed, A 
„ * Firſt o'er the neighbyyring meads maſeſtick ſpread ; , 420 
« /Till gathering — ng ore and More S— Of LR 2 
«/And with new \ virtue Kreil the hand.” | NE OE A 2 . 
** 
Kel PM} Johnſon” 8 8 kb muſt be allowed to 1 too n for the 
delicate gentleneſs of female writing. His ladies, therefore, ſeem a 
S pero Jann formal, even to ridicule and ſeem well denominated by the names wWhic . 
i la given them, as, ella, Zozima, Properantia, Rhodoclia. ! 9 1 
It has of late been the faſhion to compare the ſtyle of Addiſon and Johnſon, beg 
and to depreciate, I think very unjuſtly, the ſtyle of Addiſon as nerveleſs and i 
feeble, becauſe it has not the ſtrength and energy of that of Johnſon. Their Y 
proſe may be balanced like the Poetry of Dryden and Pope. Both are ant 
excellent, though im different ways. Addiſon writes with the eaſe of a gen- 
tleman. IIis readers fancy that a wiſe and accompliſhed companion is talking 
to them, ſo that he inſinuates his ſentiments and taſte into their minds by an 
- imperceptible influence. Johnſon writes like a teacher. He dictates to his 
readers as if from an academical chair. They attend with awe and admi- 


47 e. we © Ts ration.; and his . are e e them SIP his De 
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"ah account for this F meh s being now hes rw 4 Scot” hy many of his 
FW If he [ Dr. Johnſon} was particularly pfcſudiced againſt the Scots, it was becauſe 
1 they were more in his way; | becauſe he thought their ſucceſs i in England rather exceeded the due 
ad Ve 2 FE roportion of their real merit; and becauſe he could not but ſee in them that nationality which, 
| 10% 2 5 As 5 LA believe, no liberal-minded Scotchman will deny. Mr. Boſwell, indeed,.is-ſo * national“ 2 
e e. prejudices, that he might witk equal propriety Tave been deſeribed a—— por. 
15 „ | | * Scarce by South no eltcem'd. = 5 WW! 
ae 5 | —_ f | W 8 ai ; N ___ Covearenay. Aled 


- 
= 


2998? 

8 eloquence. 
| * y : 
| N 5 4 ＋ 

* 1. — 

% 2 i 
| Feel * 2 
= 232 ' * * $4 
3 N Is 4. Ph 
q | Wo f 4 * 

n i 
| | ; WES 1 
| | ; , 1 A 
\ : \ 7 * 

5 ES. N = 
3 x ab 20 ? 
2? on * + 
3 
8 j 
| { "5 . # | 
. ds x 
= * | 9 
\ Aa 4 +> : 2 
\ "7 * ily , 
4 42 ? 

RY 3 & | * 

* 2 A a 4 

By * he — E 2 

. a 

: , is 5 
6 * 7 — N 
4 * . - 
£ 8 
{ . et - 
N k * > 
by 15 
E . f 
3 CENT * 
3 WW 
q « PE FE 
* 
4 Ta 
at 
4 Y 3 
4 * 
J 
et 
= 


25 


8 ay * 1 * = : - = 2 
4 7 Ut : x ; , 8 0 . 1 \ 1 9 Wart Wien "> . 4 < . 4 Pugh ; FR 5 " 4 p { 2 
« * 8 Fl k x 4 A 227 2 1 * 5 on 2 — 5 by " i} 2 17 1 by. 3 & 5 "WY 1 5 3 r 6 1 12 2 "Rt. 7.4 AY, 2 en is EC OLI 8238 $ . : \ Y 8 
\ . 1 4 * os” bans S 1 I 4 FR” 427 - CO TI IA TINS IO Ns > Brat Saves dB i Eee er 1 - - 1 I ISS op r 2 Od 0 * F . ICY "A Y 
2 er 2 — — 2 4 „ nn BE 4 a ae n FEE "7 WI on e PW er r * {$20 "IEA FARK ab A847 75 i Tee es . a eee e ee . e, = nnen eee N i A Is as £ "es 
ane REP 4 — F y _ m_ ho l * _— \ | 


THE jLIFE OF DR. JOHNSON 


eloquence. Addiſon's ſtyle, like a light wine, pleaſes every body from the 
firſt. Johnſon s, like a liquor of more body, ſeems too ſtrong at firſt, but, by } 
degrees, is highly reliſhed ; and ſuch is the melody of his periods, ſo much do | 
ey captivate the ear, and ſeize upon the attention, that there is ſcarcely any 
riter, however inconſiderable, who does not aim, in ſome degree, at the ſame 
cies of excellence. But let us not ungratefully undervalue that beautiful 
ftyle, which has pleaſingly conveyed to us much inſtruction and entertainment. 
Though comparatively weak, when oppoſed to Johnſon's Herculean vigour, 
let us not call it poſitively feeble. Let us remember the character of his 
ſtyle, as given by Johnſon himſelf: What he attempted, he performed; he 
is never feeble, and he did not wiſh to be energetick ; he is never rapid, and 
he never ſtagnates. His ſentences have neither ſtudied amplitude, nor affected 
brevity :- his periods, though not diligently rounded, are voluble and eaſy. 
Whoever wiſhes to attain an Engliſh ſtyle, familiar but not coarſe, and rf 
but not oſtentatious, muſt give his. days, and nights 22 He 2 mes , 
Arch UH dot [hc 


Addiſon 157 An 4. 6/41 Ja = 
Though the Rita bler was not conclud 8 5 year 17 752, 275 Tan, * 


this year, ſay all that I have to obſerve upon it. Some of the tranſlations of 
the mottos by ' himſelf, are admirably done, He acknowledges to have 
received © elegant tranſlations” of many of them from Mr. James Elphinſton; 
and ſome are very happily tranſlated by a Mr. F. Lewis, of whom I never 
heard more, except that Johnſon thus deſcribed him to Mr. Malone: © Sir, 
he lived in London, and hung looſe upon ſociety.” The concluding paper 
of his Rambler is at once dignified and pathetick. I cannot, however, but 
with, that he had not ended it with an unneceſſary Greek verſe, tranſlated 
alſo into an Engliſh couplet. It is too much like the conceit of thoſe drama- 
tick poets, who uſed to conclude each act with a rhyme; and the expreſſion in 
the firſt line of his couplet, © Celgſtial powers,” though proper in Pagan poetry, 
is ill ſuited to Chriſtianity, with a conformity to which he conſoles himſelf. 
How much better would it have been, to have ended with the proſe ſentence, | 
* T ſhall never envy the honours which wit and learning obtain in any other / 3. | 
cauſe, if I can be numbered among the writers who have given ardo ardour, 19/ as IA 27 


virtue, and confidence to truth. . - Eee e ee MG 


hoes Cow? 
His friend Dr. Birch being 1 now engaged in preparing an edition of Raleigk 2 7 222 
aller pieces, Dr. Johnſon wrote the following letter to that gentleman: a 4 
| — 


5 - ſhall probably, in another work, maintain the merit of Addiſon's poetry, which has been _ Bo | 76 | : 4 
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£0 Dr: | Bixen, | 


| 7 Sin, | Gough-ſquare May i 12, 1750. 


"8 KNOW! NG that you are now preparing to favour the public 
- with a new edition of Raleigh's miſcellaneous pieces, I have taken the liberty 
to ſend you a Manuſcript, which fell by chance within my notice. I perceive 

no proofs of forgery in my examination of it; and the owner tells me, that, 
FT as he has heard, the hand-writing is Sir Walter's. If you ſhould find reaſon 

EY | to conclude it genuine, it will be a kindneſs to the owner, a 4 e to 
: recommend 1 it to the bookſellers, I am, Sir, 5 : | 
LOT bi „„ 55 Tour moſt humble ſervant, | 7 85 
| op SAM. Jonnson.” 


Uis Juſt abhorrence of Milton's political m notions was ever ſtrong, But this 
did not prevent his warm admiration of Milton's great portical merit, to which 
he has done illuſtrious juſtice, beyond all who hate written upon the ſubject. 
And this year he not only wrote a Prologue, which was ſpoken by Mr. 
Garrick before the acting of Comus at Drury-lane theatre, for the benefit of 
Milton's grand-daughter, but took a very zealous intereſt in the ſucceſs of the 
charity. - On the day preceding the performance, he publiſhed the following 
letter 1 in the << A e addreſſed to the COT of that ons. : 


« bis 3533 5 


« THA ＋ a. certain have of reputation is 1 5 is 
approving the works of genius, and teſtifying a regard to the memory of 
authours, is a truth too evident to be be denied; and therefore to enſure a 
participation of fame with a celebrated poet, many who would, perhaps, have 
contributed to ſtarve we when alive, have heaped PIRIE ora: upon 
his grave 
„ « It muſt, indeed, be confeſſed, that this method of becoming known to 
TY Z poſterity with honour is peculiar to the great, or at leaſt to the wealthy ; but 
TI an opportunity now offers for almoſt every individual to ſecure the praiſe of 
paying a Juſt regard to the illuſtrious dead, united with the pleaſure of doing 
good to the living. To aſſiſt illuſtrious indigence, ſtruggling with diſtreſs 


and debilitated by age, is a er of . and an en of oa 
and * ELD; 


2 Mrs. 19 is probably the A meant. 
| 1 - . Whoever, 
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« W hoever, then, would be thou ght capable of pleaſure in reading the 1750. 
works of our incomparable Milton, and not ſo deſtitute of gratitude as to * 
refuſe to lay out a trifle in rational and elegant entertainment for the benefit of 
his living remains, for the exerciſe of their own virtue, the increaſe of their 
reputation, and the pleaſing conſeiouſneſs of doing good, ſhould appear at 
Drury- lane theatre to-morrow, April 5, when Comus will be performed for 
the benefit of Mrs. Elizabeth Foſter, eee to the — and the 
| only ſurviving branch of his family. © 
N. B. There will be a new prologue « on the occaſion, written by the 
authour of Irene, and ſpoken by Mr. Garrick ; and, by particular deſire, 
there will be added to the Maſque a dramatick 1 called Lethe, in which 
MF. Garrick will perform.” 5 of e : | Pe? 


In 17 515 we are to conſider him as carrying on both his Dictionary and 1751. 
Rambler. But he alſo wrote «© The Life of Cheynel,“ in the miſcellan 
called « The Student; and the Reverend Dr. Douglas having, with uncom- 
mon acuteneſs, clearly detected a groſs forgery and impoſition upon the publick 
by William Lauder, a Scotch ſchoolmaſter, who had, with equal impudence 

and ingenuity, repreſented Milton as a plagiary from certain modern Latin 
poets, Johnſon, who had been ſo far impoſed upon as to furniſh a Preface 
and Poſtſcript to his work, now dictated a letter for Lauder, addreſſed to Dr. 
Douglas, acknowledging his fraud in terms of ſuitable contrition *. 


This extraordinary attempt of Lauder was no ſudden effort. He had 
brooded over it for many years; and to this hour it is uncertain what his 
principal motive.was, unleſs it were a vain notion of his ſuperiority, in being 
able, by whatever means, to deceive mankind. To effect this, he produced 
certain paſſages from Grotius, Maſenius, and others, which had a faint reſem- 
blance to ſome parts of the Paradiſe Loſt.” In theſe he interpolated ſome 


3 Teſt there ſhould be any perſon, at any future period, abſurd enough to ſuſpect that Johnſon 
was a partaker in Lauder's fraud, or had any knowledge of it, when he aſſiſted him with his 
maſterly pen, it 1s proper here to quote the words of Dr. Douglas, now Bifhop of Carliſle, at the 
nme when he detected. the impoſition, * It is to be hoped, nay it is expected, that the elegant and 
nervous writer, whoſe judicious ſentiments and inimitable ſtyle point out the authour of Lauder's p 
| Preface and Poſtſcript, will no longer allow one to plume himſelf with bis feathers, who appeareth Jo Py 
ſio little to deferve his afliſtance : an aſſiſtance which I am perſuaded would never have been com- 4 
municated, had there been the leaſt ſuſpicion of thoſe facts which I have been the inſtrument of A. 
conveying to the world in theſe ſheets.” Milton no Plagiary, zd edit. p. 78. And his Lordſhip © 4 
has been pleaſed now to authoriſe me to ſay, in the ſtrongeſt manner, that there is no ground Spar | 
whatever for any unfavourable reflection againſt Dr, W who expreſſed the ſtrongeſt indig- Shot x $4 
nation againſt Lauder. Ota fon 
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fragments of Hog's Latin tranſlation of: that poem, alledging that the 
maſs thus fabricated was. the archetype from which Milton copied. Theſe 


fabrications he publiſhed from time to time in the Gentleman's Magazine; 
and, exulting in his fancied ſucceſs, he in 1750 ventured to collect them into 
a pamphlet, entitled * An Eſſay on Milton's Uſe and Imitation of the 
Moderns in his Paradiſe Loft.” To this pamphlet Johnſon wrote a Preface, 
in full perſuaſion of Lauder's honeſty, and a Poſtſcript recommending, in the 


moſt perſuaſive terms, a ſubſcription for- the relief of a grand-daughter of 


Milton, of whom he thus ſpeaks : It is yet in the power of a great people 
to reward the poet whoſe name they boaſt, and from their. alliance to whoſe 
genius, they claim ſome kind of ſuperiority to every other nation of the 
earth; that poet, whoſe works may poſſibly be read when every other monu- 
ment of Britiſh greatneſs ſhall be obliterated ; to reward him, not with 
pictures or with medals, which, if he ſees, he ſees with contempt, but with 


tokens of gratitude, which he, perhaps, may even now conſider as not un- 


worthy the regard of an immortal ſpirit.“ Surely this is inconſiſtent with 


« enmity towards Milton,” which Sir John Hawkins imputes- to Johnſon 
upon this occaſion, adding, © I could all along obſerve that Johnſon ſeemed 


to approve not only of the deſign, but of the argument; and ſeemed to 


exult'in a perſuaſion, that the reputation of Milton was likely to ſuffer by 
this diſcovery. That he was not privy to the impoſture, I am well per- 
ſuaded ; but that he wiſhed well to the argument, may be inferred from the 


Preface, which indubitably was written by Johnſon.” Is it poſſible for any 


man of clear judgement to ſuppoſe that Johnſon, who ſo nobly praiſed the 
poetical excellence of Milton in a Poſtſcript to this very © diſcovery,” as 0 


then ſuppoſed i it, could, at the ſame time, exult in a perſuaſion that the grea 


poet's reputation was likely to ſuffer by it? This is an inconſiſtency of which 


Johnſon was incapable ; nor can any thing more be fairly inferred from the 


Preface, than that Johnſon, who was alike diſtinguiſhed for ardent curiofity 


and love of truth, was pleaſed with an inveſtigation by which both were grati- 


"fied. That he was actuated by theſe motives, and certainly by no unworthy 


deſire to. depreciate our great epick poet, is evident from his own words ; for, 
after mentioning the general zeal of men of genius and literature cc to advance 
the honour, and diſtinguiſh the beauties of Paradiſe Loſt,” he lays,” « Among 


the inquiries to which this ardour of critictſm has nituralfy given occaſion, 


none 1s more obſcure in itſelf, or more worthy of rational curioſity, than a 
retroſpection of the progreſs of this mighty genius in the conſtruction of his 
work; a view of the fabrick gradually riſing, * from {mall beginnihgs, 
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— foundation reſts in the centre, and its turrets ſparkle in the ſkies ; to 1781. 
trace back the ſtructure through all its varieties, to the ſimplicity of its firſt 3 
plan; to find what was firſt projected, whence the ſcheme was taken, how it 
was improved, by what aſſiſtance it was executed, and from what ſtores the 
materials were collected; whether its founder dug them from the quarries of 
Nature, or demoliſhed other buildings to embelliſh his own.” —Ts this the lan- 
guage of one who wiſhed-to blaſt the laurels of Milton? 
Though Johnſon's circumſtances were at this time far from being 5 his | 
humane and charitable di {poſition was conſtantly exerting itſelf. Mrs. Anna 
Williams, daughter of a very ingenious Welſh phyſician, and a woman of 
more than ordinary talents and literature, having come to London in hopes 
of being cured of a cataract in both her eyes, which aſterwards ended in 8 
total blindneſs, was kindly received as a conſtant viſitor at his houſe while 2 5 1 
Mrs. Johnſon lived; and after her death having come under his roof in order __- 
to have an operation upon her eyes performed with more comfort to her than 1 
in lodgings, ſhe had an apartment from him during the reſt of her life, at all 
times when he VW[PNTIi“ ht 5 
In 1752 he was almoſt entirely . with his Dictionary The laſt 1752. 
paper of his Rambler was publiſhed March 2, this year; after which, there 
was a ceſſation for ſome,time of any exertion of his talents as an eſſayiſt. But, 
in the ſame year, Dr. Hawkeſworth, who was his w. admirer, and a ſtudious 
imitator of his ſtyle, and then lived in great intimacy with Hi gan a periodical | 
paper, entitled“ THE ApvenTozzs, in connection ery other gentlemen, 
one of whom was Johnſon's much-loved friend, Dr. Bathurſt ; and, without 
doubt, they received many valuable hints from his converſation, moſt of his | 
friends having been fo affiſted in the courſe of their works. 

That there ſhould be a ſuſpenſion of his literary labours during a part of 
the year 1752, will not ſeem ſtrange, when it is conſidered that ſoon after 
cloſing his Rambler, he ſuffered: a loſs which, there _ can be no doubt, 

affected him with the deepeſt diſtreſs. For on the 17th of March, O. S. his 
Wife died Why Sir John Hawkins ſhould unwarrantably take upon him even. 
to ſuppoſe that Johnſon's fondneſs for her was diſſembled | meaning ſimulated or 
aſſumed], and to aſſert, that if it was not the caſe, © it was a leſſon he had 
learned by rote,” I cannot conceive ; unleſs it proceeded from a want of ſimilar 
feelings in his own breaſt. To argue from her being much older than 
Johnſon, or any other circumſtances, that he could not really love her, is 
abſurd ; for love is not a ſubject of reaſoning, but of feeling, and therefore 


were are no common principles upon which one can perſuade another con- 
cerning 


$4 


2 * 
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1952. cerning it; Every man feels for himſelf, and knows how he is affected by 
| >re ou of which gre too 


inute and delicate to be ſubſtantiated in e ik Bs T6 
That his love for her was of the moſt ardent kind, and; hiring 0 he: Ye 
period of fifty years, was unimpaired by the lapſe of time, is evident from 

various paſſages in the ſeries of his Prayers and Meditations, publiſhed by the 
Reverend Mr. Strahan, as well as from other memorials, one of which I 
ſelect, as ſtrongly marking the tenderneſs and ſenſibility of his mind. 
April 23, 1753. I know not whether 1 do not top n much indulpe the 
vain longings of affe&ion; but T hope they intenerate my heart, and that 
5 ber I die like my Tetty, this affection will be acknowledged i in a happy inter- 
q Veg forte =o VIEW, and that in the mean time I am ineited by it to piety. I will, however, 
13 a HM not deviate too much from common and received methods of devotion.” 
i Nb ne w / Her wedding-ring, when ſhe became his wife, was, after her death, pre- 

3 . has” bore 2. oh, 2 ſerved by him as long as he lived with an affectionate care, in 2 little round 


\ l, a” wooden box, in the inſide of which he paſted a lip of PPS thus inſcribed 
W rv Ju 7 PE” Pet > - by him in fair characters, as follows: 4 5 
—_ JJ Si « Bi, fb, 
—_ - _ bs „ N ec Mortua, os! ; hed 0 2 
| p * | 5 5 ER. : - the cc Mart. 47; 1752.” 2 93 —2 0 
—_ Aſter his death, Mr. Francis Barber, his irhful ſervant and reſiduary lega- ” 
=—_  — tee, offered this memorial of tenderneſs to Mrs. Lucy Porter, Mrs: Johnſon's 
5 . uh fondo, daughter; but ſhe having declined to accept of it, he had it enamelled as 2 1 
= * I mourning- ring for his old maſter, and preſented i it to his wife, Mrs. Barber, 152 
—_— XY | who now has it. 4% een! Her u. 4 Att Go fer dab, foul gar 
——= Ihe ſtate of mind, in which a man muſt be upon the death of a woman 
—. whom he ſincerely loves, had been in his contemplation many years before, 


1 l 

In his IEE, we find the een e wan RANT oh re 7 * 
| addreſſed to his Aﬀpaſia: Fs 
755 | VRC From thoſe bright regions of PUT de 1 
i 7 „ Where now thou ſhin'ſt amongſt thy fellow n, * 1 
| | OR Array'd i in purer light, look down on me! i 

| . In pleaſing viſions and aſſuaſiye dreams, 

eee footh "Wap foul, and reach me how to loſe thee” 
| I have 

5 4 : : 
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| Thave, indeed; been told by Mrs. Deſamoulins, who, befbre her marriage, 


17 in country air and nice living, at an unſuitable expence, while her huſband 
3 ing in the ſmoke of London, and that ſhe by no means treated him 
; with chat complacency. Which engaging quality in a wife. But all 
_ this is perfectly compatible wit his fondneſs He her, eſpecially when it is 
L remembered. that he had a high opinion o at 

* which her beauty, real or imaginary, had originally made upon his 
faney, being continued by habit, had not been effaced, though ſhe herſelf was 
doubt cles much altered fe for the worſe. The dreadful ſhock of ſeparation took 
place in the night; and he immediately diſpatched a letter to his friend, the 


- Reyerend Dr. Taylor, which, as Taylor told me, expreſſed grief in the 


ſtrongeſt manner he had ever read; ſo that it is much to be regretted it has 
not been preſerved. The letter was brought to Dr. Taylor, at his houſe in 


the Cloyſters, Weſtminſter, about three in the morning; ; and as it ſignified | 
an earneſt deſire to ſee him, he got up, and went to Johnſon as ſoon as he 
was dreſſed, and found him in tears and in extreme agitation. After being a 


little while together, Johnſon requeſted him to join with him in prayer. He 


chen prayed extempore, as did Dr. Taylor; and thus, by means of that piety - 


which was ever his primary object, his troubled mind was, jn ſome de 
_ bothed and compoſed. Ius 2 34 een E225 her Fred 
The next day he wrote as follows : : — 


20 the Reverend Dr. F 

5 4 D ZAR S1 x, 
„LET me have your company and into. Do not live away 
from me. My diſtreſs is great. 
& Pray defire Mrs. Taylor to inform me ts mourning I ſhould buy for 
ny mother-and Miſs Porter, and bring a note in writing with you. 

e Remember me in your prayers, for vain is the help of man. 

i | J am, dear Sir, &c. 


« March 18, 1752. 35 Sau. eee 


That bis ſufferings upon the death of his wife were Ci beyond what | 


are commonly endured, I have no doubt, from the information of many who, 
were then about um, to none of whom I give more credit than to Mr. 


G- | 5 Francis 5 


129 
6 1752. 
| bes d for. ſome time wath Mrs. Johnſon at Hampſtead, - that ſhe indulged her- Kat, 43. | 
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- Francis Barber; his faithfül negro ſervants, 4, ho came into his family about 4 
fortnight after the diſmal event. Theſe. fring were aggravated by the 
| melancholy inherent in his conſtitution ; ; and although he probably was not. 
 oftener in the wrong than ſhe was, in the little diſagreements which ſometimes 
troubled his married ſtate, during which, he owned to me, that the gloomy irri- 
tability of his exiſtence was more painful to him than ever, he might very natu- 
rally, after her death, be tenderly diſpoſed to charge himſelf with ſlight omiſſions 
and offences, the ſenſe of which would give him much uneaſineſs. Accord- 
ingly we find, about a year after her deceaſe, that he thus addreſſed the 
Supreme Being: O Lonp, who giveſt the grace of repentance, and heareſt 
the prayers of the penitent, grant that by true contrition I may obtain forgive- 
neſs of all the fins committed, and of all duties neglected in my union with 
the wife whom thou haſt taken from me ; for the neglect of j Joint devotion, 
patient exhortation, and mild inſtruction 5.” The kindneſs of his heart, not- 
withftanding the impetuoſity of his temper, is well known to his friends; and I 
cannot trace the ſmalleſt foundation for the following dark and uncharitable 
aſſertion by Sir John Hawkins: & The apparition of his departed wife. was 
altogether of the terrifick kind, and hardly afforded him a hope that ſhe was 
in a ſtate of happineſs*.” That he, in conformity with the opinion of many 
of the moſt able, learned, and pious Chriſtians in all ages, ſuppoſed that there 
was a middle ſtate after death, previous to the time at which departed ſouls 
are finally received to eternal felicity, appears, I think, unqueſtionably from 
his devotions: © And, O Los, ſo far as it may be lawful in me, I commend 
to thy, fatherly goodneſs the ſoul of my departed wife; beſeeching thee to grant 
her whatever is beſt in her preſent fate, and finally to receive ber to eternal hap- 
ping. But this ſtate has not been looked upon with horrour, but only as 


leſs gracious. Das ne? Ve AE. Heeg! POS — 


4 Francis Barber was horn in Jamaica, and was ; brought to England in 1550 by Colonel Bathurſt, 
father of Johnſon's very intimate friend, Dr, Bathurſt. He was ſent, for ſome time, to the 

Reverend Mr. Jackſon's ſchool, at Barton in Yorkſhire. The Colonel by his will left him his 
freedom, and Dr. Bathurſt was willing that he ſhould enter into Johnſon's ſervice, in which he con- 
tinued from 1752.till Johnſon's death, with the exception of two intervals ; in one of which, upon 
ſome difference with his' maſter, he went and ſerved an apotheeary i in Cheapſide, but ſtill viſited 
Dr. Johnſon occaſionally ; in another, when he took a fancy to go to ſea. Part of the time, 
indeed, he was, by the kindneſs of his maſter, at a ſchool in Northamptonſhire, that he might 
have the advantage of ſome learning. So early and ſo ning a connection was there berween Dr. 
» Johnſon and this humble friend. | 

Prayers and Meditations, p. 119. Hawkins' Life of Johnſon, p 316, 

7 Prayers and Meditations, P. EE 
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5 He depoſited the remains of Mrs. Johnſon in the church of Bromley'i in 1752... rr nba Ld 5 
Kent, to which he was probably led by the reſidence of his friend Hawkefworth os bs. $3 Wh, <= 34 : £0 
at that place. The funeral ſermon which: he compoſed for her, which was © © oo 9 
never preached, but having been given to Dr. Taylor, has been publiſhed ſince 5 | fa 
his death, is a performance of uncommon excellence, and full of rational and <p 
pious comfort to ſuch as are depreſſed by that ſevere affliction which Johnſon ._ 
felt when he wrote it. When it is conſidered that it was written in ſuch an 
agitation of mind, and in the ſhort interval between "= death and RA 3. 
it cannot be read without wonder. 5 e | ) 
From Mr. Francis Barber I have had the Sies e vary artle VVV 
account of the ſituation in which he found him recently after his wife's d eaten 8 
He was in great affliction. Mrs. Williams was then living in his houſe, 1 „ 
ee which was in Gough-ſquare. He was buſy with the Dictionary. Mr. 
« Shiels, and ſome others of the gentlemen who had formerly written for 
cc him, uſed to come about him. He had then little for himſelf, but fre- 
« quently. ſent money to Mr. Shiels when in diſtreſs. - The friends who. HY 
« viſited him at that time, were chiefly Dr. Bathurſt, and Mr. Diamond, tc. . 
«© an apothecary in Cork-ſtreet, Burlington-gardens, with whom he and Mrs. So ib 1 
c Williams generally dined every Sunday. There was a talk of his going 5050 
e to Iceland with him, which would probably have happened had he lived. 
ce. There were alſo Mr. Cave, Dr. Hawkeſworth, Mr. Ryland, Ynerchant on 
« Tower-hill, Mrs. Maſters the poeteſs, who lived with Mr. Caye, Mrs. 
« Carter, and ſometimes Mrs. Macaulay; alſo, Mrs. Gardiner, wife of a tallow- 
& chandler on Snow-hill, not in the learned way, but a worthy good woman; 
c Mr. (now Sir Joſhua) Reynolds; Mr. Millar, Mr. Dodſley, Mr. Bouquet, 
« Mr. Payne of Paternoſter-row, bookſellers ; Mr. hen the * the 
« Earl of Orrery, Lord Southwell, Mr. Garrick.” | | 
Many are, no doubt, omitted in this catalogue of his Friends, and, in =. au. . 
ticular, his humble friend Mr. Robert Levet, an obſcure practiſer in phyſick 7 es 
" amongſt the lower people, his fees being ſametimes very mall ſums, ſome- 2 == 
- times whatever proviſions his patients could afford him, but of ſuch extenſive | "Io i 14 
practice in that way, that Mrs. Williams has told me, his walk was from a 
Houndfditch to Marybone. It appears from Johnſon's diary, that their 
4 1 acquaintance commenced about the year 1746; and ſuch was Johnſon s ꝑredi- 
2 word lection for him, and fanciful eſtimation of his moderate abilities, that I have 
2 5 * heard him ſay he ſhould not be ſatisfied, though attended by all the College of 
N. l Phyficians, unleſs he had Mr. Levet with him. Ever ſince I was acquainted 
3. La with Dr. Johnſon, and many years before, as I have been aſſured by thoſe who T 
7 new him earlier, Mr. Levet had an apartment in his houſe, or his chambers, Se 5 
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U e. and waited upon him every morning, through the whole courſe of his late 1 
wt oe Ap tedious breakfaſt. He was of a ſtrange groteſque appearance, ſtiff and formal 
ci of} © cj his manner, and ſeldom ſaid a word while any company was preſent. * 
. 2 Tr . The circle of his friends, indeed, at this time was extenſive and various, far 
{ 7 beyond what has been generally imagined. To trace his acquaintance with each 


| ; gh wot particular perſon, if it could be done, would be 4 taſk, of which the labour 


tt 0 i would not be repaid by the advantage. But exceptions are to be made; one 
, of which muſt be a friend ſo eminent as Sir Joſhua Reynolds, who was truly 


20 - dulce decus, and with whom he maintained an uninterrupted intimacy to 


FEE the laſt hour of his life. When Johnſon lived in Caſtle-ſtreet, Cavendiſh- 


ſquare, he uſed frequently to viſit two ladies, who lived oppoſite to him, 
2 Miſs Cotterells, daughters of Admiral Cotterell. Reynolds uſed alſo to viſit 
mere, and thus they met. Mr. Reynolds, as I have obſerved above, had, 
from the firſt reading of his Life of Savage, conceived a very high admiration | 
Hof Johnſon's powers of writing. His converſation no leſs delighted him; and 
he cultivated his acquaintance with the laudable zeal of one Who was am- 
wi — bitious of general improvement. Sir Joſhua, indeed, was lucky enough at 
| Fa 7 4 5 their very firſt meeting to make a remark, which was ſo much above the 
WP e. 293% — common: place ſtyle of converſation, that Johnſon at once perceived that 
| an 4 . U. . Reynolds had the habit of thinking for himſelf. The ladies were regretting the 
2 22 22 death of a friend, to whom they owed great obligations; upon which Reynolds 
obſerved, © You have, however, the comfort of being relieved from a bürthen 
of gratitude.” They were ſhocked a little at this alleviating fi ggeſtion, as 
wr too ſelfiſh; but Johnſon defended it in his clear and forcible manner, and Was 
much pleaſed with the mind, the fair view of human nature, which it exhibited, 
_- like ſome of the reflections of Rochefaucault. ThE conſequence was, that he 
went home with Reynolds, and ſupped with him. : 
Sir Joſhua has told me a pleaſant characteriſtical anecdote of Johnſon our 
the time of their firſt acquaintance. When they were one evening together 
" nit. the Miſs Cotterells, the then Ducheſs of Argyle and another lady of high. 
rank came in. Johnſon thinking that the Miſs Cotterells were too much 
engroſſed by them, and that he and his friend were neglected, as low com- r 
e of whom they were ſomewhat aſhamed, grew angry ; and reſolving to BA 
ſhock their ſuppoſed pride, by making their great viſiters imagine that his 1 
"friend and he were low indeed, he addreſſed himſelf in a loud tone to Mr. JN 
Reynolds, faying, © How much do you think you and I could get in a week, 
if we were to work as hard as u could? 5 if e . er, 
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THE LIFE OP DR. JOHNSON. 


Hi is acquaintance. with Bennet Langton, Eſq. of Langton, in Llikcolaſhit, 

5 "Jndther much valued friend, commenced ſoon after the concluſion: of * 2 = „ 
Rambler, which that ee, then a youth, had read with ſo much admi- . | 225, g pl 
ration, that he came to London chiefly with the view of endeavouring to be » 4. 2 PA, —. 

introduced to its authour. By a fortunate chance he happened to take lodgings 3 


wiſh to his landlady, ſhe introduced him to Mr. Levet, who readily obtained 
Johnſon's permiſſion to bring Mr. Langton to him; as, indeed, Johnſon, 
during the whole courſe of his life, had no ſhyneſs, real or affected, but was 
_ eaſy of acceſs to all who were properly recommended, and even wiſhed to ſee 
numbers at his /evee, as his morning circle of company mi ht, with ſtrict 4 —. 1 
propriety, be called. Mr. Langton was exceedingly tend oe the ſage &> A. r 9 Fil 
firſt appeared. He had not received the ſmalleſt intimation of his figure, 22 322 1 
dreſs, or manner. From peruſing his writings, he fancied he ſhould fee a . 
| decent, well-dreft, in ſhort, a remarkably decorous philoſopher. _ Inſtead of 
= which; down from his bed-chamber, about noon, came, as newly riſen, a 
huge uncouth figure, with a little dark wig which ſcarcely covered his head, 
and his clothes hanging looſe about him. But,. his converſation was ſo rich, 
ſo animated, and ſo forcible, and his religious and political notions ſo con- 
genial with thoſe in which Mr. Langton had been educated, that he conceived 
for him that veneration and attachment which he ever preſerved. Johnſon 
Was not the leſs ready to love Mr. Langton, for his being of a very ancient 
family; for I have heard him fay, with pleaſure, Langton, Sir, has a grant 
of a warren from Henry the Second ; and Cardinal Stephen Langton, in 7 
King John's reign, was of this family.” 
Mr. Langton afterwards went to purſue his ſtudies : at Trinity College, 
Oxford. where he formed an acquaintance with his fellow-ſtudent, Mr. 
Topham Beauclerk, who, though their opinions and modes of life were 
ſo different, that it ſeemed utterly improbable that they ſhould at all agree, 
had fo ardent a love of literature, fo acute an underſtanding, ſuch elegance of 
manners, and fo well diſcerned the excellent r of Mr. Langton, that 
they became intimate friends. 
# Johnſon, ſoon after this acquaintance began, paſſed a conſiderable time at 
A Oxford. He at firſt. thought it ſtrange that Langton ſhould aſſociate ſo much 
with one who had the character of being looſe, both in his principles and 
Practice; but, by degrees, he himſelf was faſcinated. Mr. Beauclerk's being 
olf the St. Albans' family, and having, in ſome particulars, a reſemblance to 
26 Charles the SEC ond, | contributed, in Johnſon's imagination, to throw a luſtre | 
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THE LIFE OF DR. J = 
12525 upon his alles qualities and, 1 iN 2 gert time the mor: Tohnſon, and 
RG e gay, diſſi ated Beauclerk, were companions. ..< What a coalition! (ſaid 
Garrick, when he heard of this;) I ſhall have my "old friend to bail out of the 
- Round-houſe,” But I can bear teſtimony that it was a very agrecable aſſo- 
cCiation. Beauclerk was too polite, and valued learning and wit too much, to 
offend Johnſon by ſallies of infidelity or licentiouſneſs; and Johnſon delighted 
in the good qualities of Beauclerk, and hoped to correct the evil. Innu- 
merable were the ſcenes in which Johnſon was amuſed by theſe young men. 
Beauclerk could take more liberty with him, than any body with whom I ever 
- ſaw him; but, on the other hand, Beauclerk was net ſpared by his reſpectable 
companion, when reproof was proper. Beauclerk had ſuch a propenſity to 
ſatire, that at one time Johnſon ſaid to him, © You never 0 open. your mouth 
but with intention to give pain; and you have often given me pain, not from 
the power of what you ſaid, but from ſeeing your intention.“ At another 
time applying to him, with a light alteration, a line of Pope, he ſaid, © Thy 
love of folly, and thy ſcorn of fools—Every thing thou doſt ſhews the one, 
and every ching thou ſay ſt the other.“ At another time he ſaid to him, 
« Thy body is all vice, and thy mind all virtue.” Beauclerk not ſeeming 
to. reliſh the compliment, J ohnſon ſaid, N ay, Sir, Alexander the Great, 
marching in pa ole into * could not have deſired to have had more 
ſaid to him,” 5 3 
- Johnſon was ſome ti time with Becker at his houſe at Windber, . he 
was entertained with experiments in natural philoſophy. One Sunday, when 
the weather was very fine, Beapclerk enticed him, inſenſibly, to ſaunter about 
all the morning. They went into a church - yard, in the time of divine ſervice, 
and Johnſon laid himſelf down at his eaſe upon one of the tomb-ſtones. 
Now, Sir, (ſaid Beauclerk) you are like Hogarth's Idle Apprentice.” 
7 When Johnſon got his penſion, Beauclerk faid to him, in the humorous phraſe Lu 
of Falſtaff, « I hope you'll now purge, and live cleanly like a gentleman.” er 1 
One night when Beauclerk and Langton had fo pped at a tavern in London, /-,+ 
and fat till about three in the morning, it came into their heads to go and jm 
nock up Johnſon, and ſee if they could prevail on him to join them in 2A 
1 mble. They rapped violently at the door of his chambers in the T emple, ka uy 1 
| 1 "All at laſt he appeared in his ſhirt, with his little black wig on the top of his wt 
Eh 7 25 = head, inſtead of a nightcap, and a poker in his hand, imagining, probably, ah 
Aer. that ſome ruffians were coming to attack him. When he diſcovered who ,,; + 
they were, and was told their errand, he ſiriffed, and with great good humour 47 
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1E LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


you.” He was ſoon dreſt, and they fallied forth together into Covetit-Garderi: 

where the green-grocers and oh app were beginning to arrange their hampers, 
juſt come in from the country. T Johnſon made ſome attempts to help them; 
but the honeſt gardeners ſtared ſo at his figure and manner, and odd inter- 


ference, that he ſoon ſaw his ſervices * were not reliſhed. They then repaired | 
to one of the neighbouring taverns, and made a bowl of that liquor called 


Biſhop, which Johnſon had always liked ; while in joyous contempt of lep, 
1 from * he 0 been rouſed, he repeated the feltire ON 


cc Short, 0 ſhort pr be thy reign, | 


1 ks did not ſtay Jong, but walked down to the T hames, took a boat, and 
rowed to Billingſgate. Beauclerk and Johnſon were ſo well pleaſed with their 

_ amuſement, that they reſolved to perſevere in diſſipation for the reſt of the 
day : -but Langton deſerted them, being engaged to breakfaſt with ſome 


young ladies. Johnſon ſcolded him for © leaving his ſocial friends, to go and 


ſit with a ſet of wretched an- idea d girls.” Garrick being told of this ramble, 


ſaid to him ſmartly, © I heard of your frolick t'other night. You'll be in the 
Chronicle.” Upon which Johnſon afterwards obſerved, © He durſt not do 


tuck: a thing. His wife would not Jet him!“ 4% What a fuck 7 

He entered upon the year 1753 with his uſual piety, as appears from the 
CEE Prayer e tranſcribed from that part of his diary which he burnt a few 
days before his death: O Hows af { 42 bee, dug frog { — 

an. 1; 1743; N.S. which I ſhall uſe for the future. 

„ Almighty God, who haſt continued my life to this day, grant that, by 
the aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, I may improve the time which thou ſhalt 
grant me, to my eternal ſalvation. Make me to remember, to thy glory, 

thy judgements and thy mercies. Make me fo to conſider the loſs of my 
wife, whom thou haſt taken from me, that it may diſpoſe me, by thy grace, 
to lead the reſidue of my life in 1 thy fear. Grant this, O Loxp, for Jzsvus 

_ Carrsr's fake. Amen.” 

He now relieved the drudgery of his Dictionary, and the rank of 
his grief, by taking an active part in the compoſition of * The Adventurer,” 

in which he began to write April 10, marking his eſſays with the ſignature T, 


ever, which have that ſignature and alſo that of M arg yrus, were not written 
1 him, but, as J ſuppoſe, by Pr. Bathurſt. Indeed Johnſon's energy of 
| thought 


LY 


FO? 4 
60 And gve us to the world in! 1 * for Tt 


by which moſt of his papers in that collection are diſtinguiſhed : thoſe, how- 
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THE LIFE OF ITY JOHNSOM 
„ thought and richneſs of language, are ſtill more deciſive marks than any figna- 


on ſleep, is his; for it not only has the general texture and colour of his ſtyle, 
but the authours with whom he was peguliarly converſant are readily introduced 
in it in curſory alluſion; The tranſlation of a paſſage in Statius quoted in that 
paper, and marked C. B. is certainly the petformance of Dt. Charles Bathurſt; 


not be known. Let me add, that Hawkefworth' s imitations of ' Johnſon are 
ſometimes ſo happy, that it is extremely difficult to diſtinguiſh them, with 
. certainty, from the compoſitions of his great archetype.  Hawkeſworth was 
his cloſeſt imitator, 4 circumſtance of which that writer would once have been 
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ſome degree of conſequence, he, in a converſation with me, gr the provoking 
| effrontery to ſay he was not ſenſible of it. 58 

—v—y— / Johnſon was truly zealous for the. ſucceſs of «© The Adventurer” | and very 
W fon after his engaging in $5 he wrote the following 125 $228 


45 t 5 
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— OED OO have written to you 3 now, I I kt” to do 
RES many chings which I do not; nor can I, indeed, claim any merit from this 
—_—_— —. : - . letter; for being deſired by the authours and proprietor-of the Adventurer to 
—_— .. look out for another hand, my thoughts nec eſſarily fix d upon you, whoſe fund 
—_ —- | bol literature will enable you to aſſiſt tem, Wit . little interruption of 
= . n your ſtudies. 5 „ : | 
= | * « They defre you t6 engage to. furniſh one paper a month, at ro gien 
V a paper, which you may very readily perform. We have conſidered that a 
—_— paper ſhould conſiſt of pieces of imagination, pictures of life, and diſqui- 
—_  -- ſtions of literature, The part which depends on the imagination is very well 
_ 1 | ſupplied, as you will find when you read the paper; for deſcriptions of life, 
mſueere is now a treaty almoſt made with an authour and an authoreſs; and the 


oo province of criticiſm and literature ex are oy: defirous to alen to the 


commentator on Virgil. | 
_ . I hope this propoſal will not be rected, 1 as the next poſt vil 
_—_..-- - bring us your compliance. I ſpeak as one of the fraternity, though I have 

_ no part in the paper, beyond now and then a notto ; but two of the writes 


* 


ture. As a proof of this, my readers, I imagine, will not doubt that No. 39, 


Hor much this amiable man actually contrituted.to * 5 The Adventurer „ can- 


proud to be told; though, when he had become elated by having riſen into 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON: 


_ will Gon denied to, dear Sir, 22464: 
2 F moſt obedient | OP ED 
29154 at And molt humble ſervant, 


" | March 8 755. e ee ' Sam. Jonxsox.“ 55 


'T he confaquency. of this letter » was, Dr. Warton's enriching the collection 


with ſeyeral admirable eſſays. a7 fo Tor: Cen Forte; A., LAM. „„ 


Johnſon' s ſaying © I have no part in the paper beyond now and then a 
motto, may ſeem inconſiſtent with his being the authour of the papers 
marked T. But he had, at this time, written only one number; and beſides; 
even at any after period, he might have uſed the ſame expreſſion, conſider- 
ing it as a point of honour not to own them; for Mrs. Williams told me, that 


« as he had given thoſe eſſays to Dr. Bathurſt, who ſold them at two guineas 


each, he never would own them; nay, he uſed to ſay he did not write them: 


but the fact was, that he dictated them, while Bathurſt wrote.” I read to m | 


Mrs. Williams's account ; he ſmiled, and faid nothing. 


1 am not quite fatisfied with the caſuiſtry by which the en of one 
dy are thus paſſed upon the world for the productions of another. I allo 


that not only knowledge, but powers and qualities of mind may be com- 


municated; but the actual effect of individual exertion never can be tranſ- 
ferred, with truth, to any other than its own original cauſe. One perſon's child 


may be made the child of another perſon by adoption, as among the Romans, 
or by the ancient Jewiſh mode of a wife having children borne to her upon 
her knees, by her handmaid, But theſe were children in a different ſenſe from 


that of nature. It was clearly underſtood that they were not of the blood of 
their nominal parents. So in literary children, an authour may give the profits 
and fame of his compoſition to another man, but cannot make that other the . 
real authour. A Highland gentleman, a younger branch of a family, once 
conſulted me if he could not validly purchaſe the Chieftainſhip of his family, 


from the Chief who was willing to ſell it. I told him it was impoſſible for 
him to acquire, by purchaſe, a right to be a different perſon from what he 
* really was; for that the right of Chieftainſhip attached to the blood of primo- 
geniture, and, therefore, was incapable of being transferred. I added, that 
though Eſau ſold his birth-right, or the advantages belonging to it, he till 
remained the firſt-born of his parents; and that whatever agreement a Chief 
might make with any of the clan, the Herald's Office could not admit of the 
_ metamorphoſis „or with any decency atteſt that the younger was the elder; but 
100 not convince the worthy gentleman. 

5 | T Johnſon's 


are my particular friends, and] hope the pleaſure of ng a chir united to 17536. 
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| - Johifon's papers in the Adventurer are very fimilar to thoſe of the 
Rambler; but being rather more varied in their ſubjects, and being mixed 
with eſſays by other writers, upon topicks more generally attractive than even 
the molt elegant ethicat diſcourſes, the ſale of the work, at firſt, was more 
extenſive. Without meaning, however, to depreciate the Adventurer, I muſt 
obſerve, that as the value of the Rambler came, in the progreſs of time, to 
be better known, it grew upon the publick eſtimation, and that its ſale has far 
exceeded that of any other periodical papers ſince the reign of ak Anne. 
In one of the books of his diary I find the following entry: 
« Apr. 3, 1 753. I began the ſecond vol. of my Dictionary, room vein Jef 
in the firſt for Preface, Grammar, and Hiſtory, none of them yet begun. 
« O Gop, who haſt hitherto ſupported me, enable me to proceed in this 
labour, and in the whole taſk of my preſent ſtate; that when I ſhall render 
up, at the laſt day, an account of the talent committed to me, 'Þ may receive 
1 for the ſake of Jesvs ChRISTr. Amen.” 
He this year favoured Mrs. Lennox with a Dedication to the Far! of 
* - | Canes, of her © Shakſpeare IHluftrated.” 
—_ 1754 In 1754 J can trace nothing publiſhed by him, except his numbers of the 
| oe. Adventurer, and The Life of Edward Cave,” in the Gentleman's Maga- 
zine for February. In biography there can be no. queſtion that he excelled, 
beyond all who have attempted that ſpecies of compoſition ; upon which, 
indeed, he ſet the higheſt value. To the minute ſelection of characteriſtical 
circumſtances, for which the ancients were remarkable, he added a philo- / 4 
ſophical refearch, and the moſt perſpicuous and ener ergetick language. Cave - 5 
was certainly a man of eſtimable qualities, and was eminently diligent and ,.,; 
| ſucceſsful in his own buſineſs, which, doubtlefs, entitled him to reſpect. But h 
he was peculiarly fortunate in being recorded by Johnfon, who, of the narrow =, 
life of a printer and publiſher, without any digreſfions or come circum- 24 
= ftances, has made an intereſting and agreeable narrative. 
5 The Dictionary, we may believe, afforded Johnſon full oceupation this 4 of 
year. As it approached to its concluſion, he probably worked with redoubled *. 


vigour, as ſeamen increaſe their exertion and aer when they have : a near Heart 
proſpect of their haven. | nl 
Lord Cheſterfield, to whom Johnſon kad ak he high 3 1 
mT" addreſſing to his Lordſhip the Plan of his Dictionary, had behaved to him in 
4 — 2 duch a manner as to excite his contempt and indignation. The world has been 
| 22 tor many years amuſed with a ſtory confidently told, and as confidently repeated 
e With additional circuniſtances, that a fudden diſguſt was taken by Johnſon 
upon occaſion of his having been one day kept long in waiting in his Lord- - 
+ | up 8 


Etat. 44 


— 
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ſhip's pntichanbery: for which the reaſon aſſigned was, that he had company - 
with him; and that at laſt, when the door opened, out walked Colley Cibber 
and that Johnſon was ſo violently provoked when he found for whom he had 
been ſo long excluded, that he went away in a paſſion, and never would return. 
remember having mentioned this ſtory to George Lord Lyttelton, who told 
me, he was very intimate with Lord Cheſterfield; and holding it as a well- 
known truth, defended Lord Cheſterfield, by ſaying, that « Cibber, who had 
been introduced fanuliarly by the back-ſtairs, had probably not been there 
above ten minutes.” It may ſeem ſtrange even to entertain a doubt concern- 


ing a ſtory ſo long and fo widely current, and thus implicitly adopted, if not 


ſanctified, by the authority which I have mentioned; but Johnſon himſelf 
aſſured me, that there was not the leaſt foundation for it. He told me, that there 


never was any particular incident which produced a quarrel between Lord 


Cheſterfield and him; but that his Lordſhip's continued negle& was the reaſon 
why he reſolved to have no connection with him. When the Dine was 
upon the eve of ae Lord Cheſterfield, 22 it 1 


*. 
* 
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conſcious, as it ould ſeem, of s cold indifference with which he had Wel a 9 on — — —. 
its Tearned authour; and further attempted to conciliate him,” by writing two 8 eg 2 
papers in © The World,” in recommendation of the work; and it mu be = . 
confeſſed, that they contain ſome ſtudied compliments, ſo finely turned, that if .. 7 
there had been no previous offence, it is probable that Johnſon would have been e 2 5 Pr” 
highly delighted. Praiſe, in general, was pleaſing to him; but by praiſe from Face Rn a 5 

2 man of rank and elegant accompliſhments, he was peculiarly gratified. . eee. +" 
_ His Lordſhip ſays, © I think the publick in general, and the republick of / © oz bois 74. 
letters in particular, are greatly obliged to Mr. Johnſon, for having undertaken, 45 oa. . 

and executed, ſo great and deſirable a work. Perfection is not to be expected -/*., ) 14 5 
from man: but if we are to judge by the various works of Johnſon already g 3 
publiſhed, we have good reaſon to believe, that he will bring this as near to, ˖ Y- 
perfection as any one man could do. The Plan of it, which he publiſneadd 5 ah 17; 


ſome years ago, ſeems to me to be a proof of it. Nothing can be more 
rationally imagined, or more accurately and elegantly expreſſed. I therefore 
recommend the previous peruſal of it to all thoſe who intend to buy the 
Money. and who, I ſuppoſe, are all thoſe who can afford 1 it. 


| M h ůQ Ü ® 
It truſt. be owned, that our language is, at preſent, in a ſtate of anarchy, 


and hitherto, perhaps, it may not have been the worſe for it, During our 


. free 


3 
<= 
. 7 
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* 


8 THE LITE or DR. 10uNs0M. | 


by 1754 free and open trade, many words and expreſſions have been imported, adopted, 

and naturalized from other languages, which have greatly enriched our own. 

Let it ſtil preſerve. what real ſtrength and beauty it may have borrowed from 
others; but let it not, like the Tarpeian maid, be overwhelmed and cruſhed 

by unneceſſary ornaments. The time for difcrimination ſeems to be now come. 

Toleration, adoption, and naturalization have run their lengtlis. Good order 

and authority are now neceſſary. But where ſhall we find them, and, at the 

| = ſame time, the obedience due to them? We muſt have recourſe to the old 

—_— Roman expedient 1 in times of confuſion, and chuſe a dictator. Upon this 

4 | 5 principle, I give my vote for Mr. Johnſon to fill that great and arduous poſt. 

And I hereby declare, that I make a total ſurrender of all my rights and 

privileges in the Engliſh language, as a free- born Britiſh ſubject, to the ſaid 

| Mr. Johnſon, during the term of his dictatorſhip. Nay more, I will not 

| Inly obey him, like an old Roman, as my dictator, but, like a modern 

Roman, I will implicitly believe in him as my Pope, and hold him to be 

infallible while in the chair, but no longer. More than this he cannot well 

require ; for, I prefume, that obedience can never be expected, when there is 


neither terrour to enforce, nor intereſt to invite it. 8 
„„ * * *r. „ „ # #% 855 


1 ; « But a Grammar, a Dictionary, and a Hiſtory of our r Language Sk 
=, 4. + = all” its ſeveral s, were ſtill wanting at home, and importunately called for 
. 9 2 10 from abroad.“ Mr. Johnſon's labours will now, I dare ſay, very fully ſupply 
1 Jute af} that want, and greatly contribute to the farther ſpreading of our language 
—_ in other countries. Learners were diſcouraged, by finding no ſtandard to 
«reſort to; and, conſequently, thought it nene of _ They will now be 
2 Be undeceived and encourag / | 

Ga This courtly device failed «i its effect. Johnſon, who chought chat 1 all 
* '' was falſe and hollow,” deſpiſed the honeyed words, and was even indignant 
3 that Lord Cheſterfield ſhould, for a moment, Imagine, that he could be the 
n, dupe of ſuch an artifice. His expreſſion to me concerning Lord Cheſterfield, 
2. . » & //,upon this occaſion; was, Sir, after making great profeſſions, he had, for 
many years, taken no notice of me; but when my Dictionary was coming 
out, he fell a ſcribbling f in the World about it. Upon which, I wrote him a 
letter, expreſſed in civil terms, but ſuch as might ſhew him that I a: not 

mind what he ſaid or wrote, and that I had done with him.“ 
This is that celebrated letter, of which ſo much has been ſaid, and IR 
which curioſity has been ſo long excited, without being gratified. I for many 


years ſolicited Johnſon to favour me with a copy of it, that ſo excellent a 
compoſition 


3 
Etat. 45. 
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compoſition might not be loſt to poſterity. He delayed from time to time 1754. 
to give it me; till at laſt in 1781, when we were on a viſit at Mr. Dilly 8, Etat. 45. 
at Southill in Bedfordſhire, he was pleaſed to dictate it to me from memory. , Pe 
He afterwards found 'among his papers a copy of it, with its title and cor- ks I 
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rections, in his own hand-writing. This he gave to Mr. Langton; adding, 5 4 5 
that if it were to come into print, he wiſhed it to be from that copy. By e 
Mr. Langton s kindneſs, I am enabled to enrich my work with a pong | ; 5 : 
I "of what the world has ſo FRY 4 defired to ſee. 4 

To the Right Honourable the Earl f Ca ISIGTS. =, 5 * e 8 


« My Log, . | | | | February, 1750. 

« T Have been lately informed, by the proprietor of the World, that © A | 
two papers, in which my Dictionary is recommended to, the publick, were. © - 
written by your Lordſhip. To be ſo diſtinguiſhed, is an honour, which, . 
being very little accuſtomed to favours from the great, 1 know not well how Fes | r 
to receive, or in what terms to acknowledge. 

When, upon ſome flight encouragement, I firſt viſited your Lordſhip, 
I was overpowered, like the reſt of mankind, by the enchantment of your 
| addreſs; and could not forbear to wiſh that I might boaſt myſelf Le vaingueur 
du vainqueur de la terre z—that I might obtain that regard for which I ſaw: the 
world contending ; but I found my attendance ſo little encouraged, that neither 
pride nor modeſty would ſuffer me to continue it. When I had once addreſſed 
your Lordſhip in publick, I had exhauſted all the art of pleaſing which a 
retired and uncourtly ſcholar can poſſeſs. I had done all that I could; and 
no man 1s well pleaſed to have his all neglected, be it ever ſo little. 

* Seven years, my Lord, have now paſt, ſince I waited in your outward 
rooms, or was repulſed from your door; during which time I have been puſh- 
ing -on my work through difficulties, of which it is uſeleſs to complain, and: 
have young 1 it, at laſt, to the verge of publication, without one act of aſſiſt- 


ance*, one word of encouragement, or one ſmile of favour. Such, treatment DP 4 . 75 Zac. 
I did not expect, for I never had a Patron before. He 9 te Aa far tes 5 — ee 1-0 


as 


5 The following note 1s ſubjoined by Mr. Linighow, % Dr. Iban when he gave me this 
copy of his letter, deſired that I would annex to it his information to me, that whereas it is ſaid 
in the letter that · no aſſiſtance has been received, he did once receive from Lord Cheſterfield the | 
ſum of ten pounds; but as that was ſo inconſiderable a ſum, he thought the mention of it could YA oO FI Lge Cake, 1 
not properly find 1 in a letter of che kind that this was. 2 e, Cu 0 8 


. . 
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confeſs obligations where no benefit has been received, or to be unwilling 
3. that the publick ſhould conſider me as aying that to a Patron, which Provi- 


— has enabled me to do for myſelf. 
Having carried on my work thus far with ſo little obligation to any 
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5 2 ht | 5 , favourer of learning, I ſhall not be diſappointed though I ſhould conclude it, 
7 8 Aube if leſs be poſlible, with leſs ; for I have been long wakened from that dream 
„ Fa oy | : of oi; oe in which I once boaſted myſelf with ſo much N — 
= „ Rs NI Lond. 3 
—AW Se > er Your Lordſhip's moſt humble „„ 
1 5 VVV . * Moſt obedient 8 7 „ 
3 N 794.2 TY 2 
o 1 5 5 AM. Jon NSON 
"Re 5 Io 2 While . was the talk of the town, Clays Dr. Andi, 3 in a letter to e) 
>... * Le ed happened to viſit Dr. Warburton, who finding that I was acquainted with 
_—  » Johnſon, deſired me earneſtly to carry his compliments to him, and to tell 
_ ; bim, that he honoured him for his manly behaviour in rejecting theſe conde- 
= no ſcenſions of Lord Cheſterfield, and for reſenting the treatment he had received 
I | from him, with a proper ſpirit. Johnſon was viſibly pleaſed with this compliment, 
. 1 this paſſage Dr. Johuſon evidently alludes to the loſs of his wife. We find the ſame terider 
. recollection recurring to his mind upon innumerable occaſions; and, perhaps, no man ever more 


forcibly felt the truth of the ſentiment ſo clegantly expreſſed by my friend Mr. Malone, i in. his 
. to Mr. Jephſon's tragedy of JULIA!“ 
Vain —wealth, and fame, and fortune's  foltering care, 
If no fond breaſt the ſplendid bleſſings ſhare ; : 
And, each day's buftling pageantry once paſt, 
There, only there, our bliſs is found at laſt,” 


* Upon comparing this copy with that which Dr. Johnſon diftated to me from recollection, the 
variations are found to be ſo light, that this muſt be added to the gs other 9 0 Which he 
gave of the wonderful extent and accurdey of his memory, 5 

0 | | | . \ for 


4 


2 + 5. — e. I am known, and do not want it. I hope it is no very cynical aſperity not to 
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| „ The ſhepherd in Virgil grow at Love, pod found him, | 

| a native of the rocks. -#+- pay a e 

14 | C Ts not a Patron, my 120 one who looks with unconcern on a man 77 2 
5 *5; drugs ling for life in the water, and, when he has reached ground, encumbers £77 7 

e A fim with help ? The notice which you have been pleaſed to take of my ws 

| Ea Lo go —.— Veer labours, had it been early, had been kind; but it has been delayed till I am f. 
14 2 4 indifferent, and cannot enjoy it; till Jam ſolitary, and cannot impart it ?; till 
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for he had always a high opinion of Warburton,” —T ndeed, the force of mind 


which appeared in this letter, Was congenial with that which Warburton Xn Fes 


| himſelf amply poſſeſſed.” © 
There is a curious minute circumſtance which ſtruck me, in comparing the 


: - various editions of Johnſon s imitations of Juvenal. In the tenth Satire, 
one of the couplets upon the beat of wiſhes even for literary diſtinction | 


ſtood thus: 


Veet think what ills the ſcholar's life aſſil, 
5 # © Pride, envy, want, the garret, and the Jail.” 


Bur after experiencing the uneaſineſs which Lord Cheſterfield's fallacious 
patronage made him feel, he diſmiſſed the word garret from the fad group, 
and 1 in all the en editions the line _ 


— Pride, envy, want, the ie Patron, and the jail.” 


That Lord Cheſterfield muſt have been mortified by the lofty codtenyt 
and polite, yet keen ſatire with which Johnſon exhibited him to himſelf in this 
letter, it is impoffi ble to doubt. He, however, with that glofly duplicity 
which was his conſtant ſtudy, affected to be quite unconcerned. Dr. Adams 
mentioned to Mr. Robert Dodſley that he was ſorry Johnſon had written his 
letter to Lord Cheſterfield. Dodſley, with the true feelings of trade, ſaid © he 
was very ſorry too; for that he had a property in the Dictionary, to which His 
Lordſhip's patronage might have been of conſequence.“ YHe then told Dr. 
Adams, that Lord Cheſterfield: had ſhewn him the letter. tc] ſhould have 
imagined (replied Dr. Adams) that Lord Cheſterfield would have concealed 
it.“ « Poh! (kid Dodfley) do you think a letter from Johnſon could hurt 
Lord Cheſterfield ? Not at all, Sir. It lay upon his table, where any body 


might ſee it. He read it to me; ſaid, this man has great powers,” pointed 
out the ſevereſt paſſages, and obſerved how well they were expreſſed.” This 


air of indifference, which impoſed upon the worthy Dodſley, was certainly 
nothing but a ſpecimen of that diſſimulation which Lord Cheſterfield inculcated 
as one of the moft eſſential leſſons for the conduct of life. His Lordſhip 
endeavoured to juſtify himſelf to Dodſley from the charges brought againſt 


him by Johnſon; but we may judge of the flimſineſs of his defence, from his 


having excuſed his neglect of Johnſon, by ſaying that © he had heard he had 
changed his lodgings, and did not know where he lived; as if there could 


2 been the ſmalleſt difficulty to inform himſelf of that circumſtance, by 
inquiring 
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37% RR 7751 1 Ihe character of a reſpectable Hottentot, in Lord Cheſterfield's 8 
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1754+ inquiring in the literary circle with which his Lordſhip was s well debe 


f iat. and was, indeed, himſelf one of its ornamęnts. | 
15. x 
Dr. Adams expoſtulated with Johnſon, and fagnetind; thas his. not being 4, 


at 20. . 2 admitted when he called on him, was, probably, not to be imputed to Lord 2 


— oo oomuy 


2 turned off the beſt ſervant he ever had, if he had known that! he denied him ta a . 5. 
BE [as man who would have been always more than welcome; and, in confirmation of Fas * 
4 4 2 2 EL: this, he inſiſted on Lord Cheſterfield"s enema Affabiſity and eaſineſs of acceſs, * of aol 
5 / uk eſpecially to literary men. © Sir, (faid Johnſon) that is not Lord Cheſter- C 
ford 2. K field; he is the proudeſt man this day exiſting.” * No, (faid Dr. Adams) my q 
e there is one perſon, at leaſt, as N! 1 think, by your own account, you . * 

{ "Ml 145 e are the prouder 235 of oy two,” © But mine (replied Johnſon, 7 
as defenſive pride.” This, as Dr. Adams well obſerved, was one of thoſe x 
. turns for which he was ſo remarkably ready. ae, e e 
„ 1991] jy > — having now explicitly avowed his opinion of Lord Cheſterfield, 
. did not refrain from expreſſing himſelf concerning that nobleman with pointed 
.A. te, freedom: This man (faid he) I thought had been a Lord among wits ; 
6.5 5 but, I find, he is only a wit among Lords!” And when his 2 Not his 


7 * n natural ſon were publiſhed, he obſerved, that © they teach.. the ,mor of a FINE" 
3 whore, and the manners of 4 dancing-maſter*, TE ard <2 {hat ot x 


+4 


- has been generally underſtood to be meant for Johnſon, and I have no doubt 
46G of od 8 0 that it was. But 1 remember when the Literary Property of thoſe letters was | 


2 That colleAtion « of letters cannot be vindicated from the ſerious charge of 5 in 
ſome paſſages, one of the vices moſt deſtructive to the order and comfort of ſociety, which 
: his Lordſhip repreſents as mere faſhionable e in others, of inculcating the baſe 
2 practice of diſſimulation, and recommending, with di proportionate anxiety, a perpetual attention 

. to external elegance of manner. But it muſt, at the ſame time be allowed, that they contain many 
good precepts of conduct, and much genuine information upon life and manners, very happily 
expreſſed ; and that there was conſiderable merit in paying ſo much attention to the improvement 
” of one who was dependent upon his Lordſhip's protection; it has, probably, been exceeded in 
by Rr no inſtance by the moſt exemplary parent ; and though I can by no means approve of confounding 
Oh 542 the diſtinction between lawful and illicit offspring, which is, in effect, inſulting the civil eſtabliſn- 

7 4 5 ment of our country, to look no higher; ; J cannot help thinking it laudable to be kindly attentive 

_ p to thoſe, of whoſe exiſtence we have, in any way, been the cauſe. Mr. Stanhope's character has 
: Ay. . been unjuſtly repreſented as diametrically oppoſite to what Lord Cheſterfield wiſhed him to be. 
7 He has been called dull, groſs, and aukward : but I knew him at Dreſden, when he was Envoy to 
15 — * that court; and though he could not * boaſt of the graces, he was, in truth, a ſenſible, civil, 


2 grell-behayed man, 
| 2p conteſted 
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' conteſted in the Court of Seſſion in Scotland, and Mr. Henry Dundas, one of the 1754. 

Counſel for the proptietors, read this character as an exhibition of Johnſon, Sir Tr 

David Daltymple, Lord Hales, one of the Judges, maintained, with ſame 0 e 

warmth, that it was not intended as a portrait of Johnſon, but of a late noble 

Lord; diſtinguiſhed for abſtruſe ſcience. I have heard Johnſon himſelf talk 

of che character, and ſay that it was meant for George Lord Lyttelton, in 

which I could by no means agree; for his Lordſhip had nothing of that 
violence which is a conſpicuous feature in the compoſition. Finding that my 

illuſtrious friend could bear to have it ſuppoſed that it might be meant for 

im, I ſaid, laughingly, that there was one trait which unqueſtionably did not 


belong to him; he throws his meat any where but down his throat.“ 


5 Sir, (faid he) Lor d Cheſterfield never ſaw me eat in his life.” * tne H — — = 

On the 6th of March came out Lord Bolingbroke' s works, rw Ea, 7 3:8 
Mr. David Mallet. The wild and pernicious ravings, under the name of — e 2 : 
« Philoſophy,” which were thus uſhered into the world, gave great offence to Pn, 1 A, 


all yell-principled men. Johnſon, hearing of their tendency, which nobody Tre CL 1 * - f 
diſputed, was rouſed with a juſt indignation, and pronounced this memorable 5 e 
. upon. the noble authour and his editor. Sir, he was a ſcoundrel, 

and a coward : a ſcoundrel, for charging a blunderbuſs againſt religion and k 
morality ; ; a coward, bec auſe he had not reſolution to fire it off himſelf, but 
left half a crown to a beggarly Scotchman, to draw the trigger after his 

m death!“ Garrick, who I can atteſt from my own knowledge, had his mind 

m7 7 ſeaſoned with pious reverence, and ſincerely diſapproved of the infidel writings | 3 1 

Lof ſeveral, whom, in the courſe of his almoſt univerſal gay intercourſe with | 
, men of eminence, he treated with external civility, diſtinguiſhed himſelf upon 


eis occaſion. Mr. Pelham having died on the very day on which Lord 


nk Bolingbroke' 8 works came out, he wrote an e er Ode on his death, 
i 64. 


„ " Let others hail the ring m—_ | ; bh! 
nfs uy , el bow to that whoſe courſe is run.“ Do 1 


i iv) In which is the following ſtanza : 


e ana e The ſame ſad morn to church and ſtate — ä 


Meads. 75 (So for our ſins twas fix'd by fate,) | Nx 1 FOES 


A double ſtroke was given; - Mb Oh HEL yep eee? =. 
cc Black as the whirlwinds of the North, pen N _ = 


& St. John's fell genius iſſued forth, yr} 
« And Pelham fled to heaven.“ * 
Ry Johnſon 


— 
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- Johnſon this year found an interval of leiſure to make an excurſion tb Orbord, 


2 — for the purpoſe of conſulting the libraries there. Of this; and of many inte- 


ry 


AM 


« 


circumſtances: concerning him, during a part of his life when he con- 
verſed but little with the world, I am enabled to give a particular account, by 


the liberal communications of the Reverend Mr. Thomas Warton, who has 
obligingly furniſhed me with: ſeveral of our common friend's letters, which he 


has rd wil notes. T heſe I hall Oe 6 in their —_— ova Math 


# . l 


7 


2. the Reverend a Tron as Wanros, 


— 7 
192 


e e e 
I is but an i return for the book with \ which you were < pleaſed to 


na me?, to have delayed my thanks for it till now. 1 am too apt to be 
negligent; but I can never deliberately ſhew my 'difrepeR 'to a man of your 
character: and I now pay you a very honeſt acknowledgement, for the 
advancement of the literature of our native country. 'You have ſhewn to 
all, who ſhall hereafter attempt the ſtudy of our ancient authours, the way to 
ſucceſs; by directing them to the peruſal of the books which thoſe authours | 
had read. Of this method, Hughes, and men much gs than Hughes, 

ſeem never to have thought. The reaſon why the authours, whic hich : are yet 


read, of the fixteenth century, are ſo little underftood, is, chat hep are read 


alone; and no help is borrowed from thoſe who lived with them, or before 
them. Some part of this ignorance 1 hope to remove by my book 75 Which 


now draws towards its end; but which 1 cannot finiſh to my mind, without 


* 


viſiting the libraries of Oxford, which T, therefore, hope to ſee in a formight *. . 
I know not how long I ſhall ſtay, or where I ſhall lodge ; but hall be ſure 
to look for you at. 2 1 and we ſhall eaſily ſettle the reſt, 4 am, 
dear Sir, 


- 1 
7 
WY 7: 


ce Your moſt obedient, &cc. e e 


24 


london,] Jul 16, 1754: 5 3 10 Sau. Jonn son.“ 


or his converſation while at Oxford at this time, Mr. Willie * lived 
and communicated to me the following; amend, vhich, thou 19 not written 


75 Obſerraitions on Spenſer's Fairy 3 the fit en of which 1 was now v juſt publiſhed, 5 

% Hughes publiſhed an edition of Spenſer.” .. His Dictionary.“ 
He came to Oxford within a fortnight, and ſtayed about five weeks. He lodged at a 
Houſe called Kettel-hall, near Trinity n But —_ this viſit at Oxford, he collected 
— in the 5 libraries for his Dictionary. 


with 


NS. 
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with all the care and attention which that learned and elegant writer beſtows 1754. 
on thaſe compoſitions which he intends for the publick eye, is ſo happily 2 
expreſſed in an eaſy ſtyle, that T ſhould injure it by any alteration : . him 
When Johnſon came to Oxford in 1754, the long vacation was begin- 
ning, and moſt people were leaving the place. This was the firſt time of his 
being there, after quitting the Univerſity. The next morning. after his 
arrival, he wiſhed to ſee his old College, Pembroke. I went with him. He 
was highly pleaſed to find all the College-ſervants which he had left there 
ſtill remaining, particularly a very old butler; and expreſſed great ſatisfactio n 
at being recogniſed by them, and converſed with them familiarly. He waited  * | 
on the maſter, Dr. Radcliffe, who received him very coldly. - Johnſon at 
. laſt expected, that the maſter would order a copy of his Dictionary, now 
near publication: but the maſter did not chooſe to talk on the ſubje&, never 
aſked Johnſon to dine, nor even to viſit him, while he ſtayed at Oxford. 
After we had left the Lodgings, Johnſon ſaid to me, There lives a man, who 
lives: by the revenues of literature, and will not move a finger to ſupport it, 
If I come to live at Oxford, I ſhall take up my. abode at Trinity.” We then 
called on the Reverend Mr. Meeke, one of the fellows, and of Johnſon's 
ſtanding. Here was a moſt cordial greeting on beth ſides. On leaving him, 

\ Johnſon ſaid, © I uſed to think Meeke had excellent oy , * we were 

bags wether at the College: but, alas]: . 


, Loſt i in a conyent” 8 ſolitary gloom!* 1 


\ 


t] remember, at the claſſical lecture in the H al, 1 pet not bear Meeke's 
ſuperiority, and I tried to fit as far from him as I could, that 1 * not 
lege him conſtrue,” 

4 As we were leaving the College he aid, : Here I tranſlated Pope's 
Mettah. YOu do you think 1 Is the beſt line in it? 4 bo th own favourite i 3 


Vallis aromaticas Na Saronica 1 0 


4 told him, I thought it a very ſonorous <5 I did not tell l him, it was 
not in the Virgilian ſtyle. He much. regretted that his t tutor was dead; 
for whom he ſeemed to retain the greateſt regard. He ſaid, © I once had been 

_ a whale morning ſliding [ eating] in Chriſt-Church Meadow, and miſſed his 
lecture in logick. After dinner, he ſent for me to his room. 1 expected a 
ſharp rebuke for my idleneſs, and went with a beating heart. When we were 
fated, he told me he had {ent for me to drink a glaſs of wine with him, and al 
8 8 US... to 
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1764. to tell me, he was not angry with me. for miſſing his lecture. This was, in 
fact, a moſt ſevere reprimand. Some more of the boys were then ſent oi 
and we ſpent a very pleaſant afternoon.” Beſides Mr. Meeke, there was only 
one other Fellow of Pembroke now reſident :. from both of whom Johnſon 
received the greateſt civilities during tis vil and mad peg him uu much 


to have a room in the College. | 
In the courſe of this viſit (1754), e wk 1 walls] M0 or Sw. 


times, to Ellsficld, a village beautifully firuated about three miles from Oxford, / . 

u, 0 ſee Mr. Wiſe, Radclivian librarian, with whom Johnſon was much pleaſed. * 

8 = At this place, Mr. Wiſe had fitted up a houſe and gardens, in a ſingular fr ba 

En * manner, bur with great taste Here was an excellent library ; particularly, 

e a valuable collection of books in Northern literature, wich which Johnſon was r 

, often very buſy. One day Mr. Wiſe read to us a diſſertation which he was rol 
3 . preparing for the preſs, intitled, A Hiſtory and Chronology of the fabulous 

* Hh Ages.” Some old divinities of Thrace, related to the Titans, and called the 

3 8 © _Carrrr, made a very important part of the theory of this piece; and in 
RO ket = converſation. afterwards, Mr. Wiſe talked much of his Cazizxr. As we 
3 4 + 5 | Jer, returned to Oxford in the evening, I out-walked Johnſon, and he cried out 
; H = erat borer Er lob Sufflathina, a Latin word which came from his mouth with peculiar grace, 
. 2 t7 Au- & and was as much as to ſay, Put on your drag-chain. Before we got home, 1 


| | k” "y , 25 . & again walked too faſt for him; and he now cried out, Why, you walk 
= L. As as if you were purſued by all the Cazizr in a body.” In an evening, we 
uw. ＋ . worn : 64 5 frequently took long walks from Oxford into the country, returning to ſup- 
bl 2 2. 8 A Per. Once, in our way home, we viewed the ruins of the abbies of Oſeney 
2 / ues — 4 end Rewley, near Oxford. After at leaſt half an hour's ſilence, Johnſon 

„  faid, I viewed them with indignation !' We had then a long converſation 


—_ T 2 

wel . on Gothick buildings; and in talking of the form of old halls, he ſaid, In 
1K 6 A. — 4 /& theſe -halls, the fire-place was anciently always in the middle of the room, 
13 till the Whigs removed it on one ſide.— About this time there had been an 
execution of two or three criminals at Oxford on a Monday. Soon after- 
wards, one day at dinner, J was ſaying that Mr. Swinton the chaplain of the 
a 5 gaol, and alſo a frequent preacher before the Univerſity, a learned man, but 
* . eee. often thoughtleſs and abſent, preached the condemnation- ſermon on repentance, 
ee 88 — 92 before the convicts, on the Preceding day, Sunday : and that in the cloſe he 
il . Pp $9, ” PIR told his audience, that he ſhould give them the remainder of what he had to 
_ td Lats 4 tay on the ſubject, the next Lord's Day. Upon which, one of our company, 
1 — a Doctor of Divinity, and a plain matter- of. fact-man, by way of offering an, 
WE. da . end A apology for Mr. Swinton, gravely | remarked, that he had 2 preached 
is FM 2. — . * te .. 2 d A g. fe 6 Lach the 
RR a ; 8 80 
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the fame ſermon before the Univerſity: * Yes, Sir, (are Johnſon) but the 
Univerſity were not to be hanged the next morning,” 

I forgot to obſerve before, that when he left Mr. Meeke, (as 1 have 
told above) he added, © About the ſame time of life, Meeke was left behind 
- at Oxford to feed on a Fellowthip, and I went to London to get my living: 

now, Sir, ſee the difference of our literary characters? 

The following letter was written by Dr. Johnſon to Mr. c bade of 

Lincoln College, now Sir Robert Chambers, one of the * in India ?: 


* \. 


F M. CHaMBERs, of Lincs aur 
4 0 Dzan Sin, 


«.THE- commiſſion which I delayed to monte you with at your 


departure, I am now obliged to ſend you; and beg that you will be o kind as 


to carry it to Mr. Warton, of Trinity, to whom I ſhould have written imme- 


dlately, but that I know not if he be yet come back to Oxford. 
In the Catalogue of MSS. of Gr. Brit. ſee vol. I. pag. 18. N Bodl. 
MarTYRIUM xv. martyrum ſub Juliano, auctore Theophylafto. 
c Tt is defired that Mr. Wartan will i inquire, and ſend word, what will bs 
the coſt of tranſcribing this manuſcript. 
& Vol. II. pag. 32. Num. 1022. 58. Col L. e in AA 
0% Comment. in Septem Epiſtolas Catholicas. 

- « He is deſired to tell what is the age of each of theſe e ; and 
what i it will coſt to have a tranſcript of the two firſt pages of each. 
If Mr. Warton be not in Oxford, you may try if you can get it done 
by any body elſe; or ſtay till he comes, according to TO own convenience. 
It is for an Italian Iiterato. 
„The anſwer is to be directed. to Is s Excellency Mr. Zon, Venetian Reſi- 
dent, Soho-ſquare. | 
« ] hope, dear Sir, that you do not regret the change of London for 


Oxford. Mr. Baretti is well, and Miſs Williams*; and we ſhall all be glad 


to hear from you, whenever you ſhall be fo kind as to write to, Sir, 
| « Your moſt humble ſervant, | 
« Nov. 21, 1754- SAM. Jonxsox.“ 


The 


7 Communicated by the Reverend Mr. Thomas Warton, who has the original. . 
3 « J preſume ſhe was a relation of Mr, Zachariah Williams, who died in his eighty- third 


year, July 12, 1755. When Dr. Johnſon was with me at Oxford, in 1755, he gave to the 
mc —.— Bodlei 
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5 THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
The degree of Maſter of Arts, which, it has been obſerved, could not 5 . 


| obtained fk him at an early period. of his life, was now conſidered as an honour 


' of conſiderable importance, in order to grace the title-page of his Dictionary; 
and his character i in the · literary world being by this time deſervedly high, his 
friends thought that-if proper exertions were nd, the en * Oxford 
would —_ him the nn. 1 | vie 


8 AN To the Reverend Mr. Bous Warren. 
« DEAR SII, 


« IAM extreniely obliged to yoo and to Mr. wit, for the uncom- 
mon care which you have taken of my intereſt®: if you can accompliſh 
your kind deſign, I ſhall certainly take me a little habitatioh among you. 
The books which I promiſed to Mr. Wiſe , I have not been able to 
procure :- but I ſhall ſend him a F innick Dictionary, the only copy, perhaps, 
in England, which was preſented me by a learned Swede: butT keep it.back, 
har it. may make a ſet of my own books of the new edition, with which 1 
ſhall accompany it, more welcome. You will aſſure him of my gratitude. 


Poor dear Collins l Would a letter 8 um aky ere 1 have C 
mind to write. 


e J am glad of your hindrance in your Spenſefian deſign”, yet- In would not 
have. it delayed. Three e a 1 ſtolen 2 5 ſleep and amuſement "ou 


e ae thin quarts of 8 pages, a wo i in 18e with an gin . 
on the oppoſite page. The Engliſh title- page is this: An Account of an Attempt to aſcertain 
the 3 at Sea, by an exact Variation of the Magnetical Needle, &c. By Zachariah 
Williams, London, printed for Dodſley, 1755,” The Engliſh tranſlation, , from the ſtrongeſt 
internal marks, is unqueſtionably the work of ohnſon. In a blank leaf, Johnſon has written the 
age, and time of death, of the authour Z. Williams, as I have ſaid above. On another blank 
leaf, is paſted a paragraph from a newſpaper, of the death and character of Williams, which js 
Plainly written by Johnſon, He was very anxious about placing this book in the Bodleian : and, 
for fear of any omiſſion or miſtake, he entered, in the great 9 the title- Page of 1 it, with 
His own hand,” 

9 * In procuring him the Sands of Maſter &f Arts by diploma at. Oxfor 

z « Lately Fellow of Trinity College, and at this time Radclivian librarian, at Oxford. He 


was a man of very conſiderable learning, and eminently l killed i ed in Roman 371 r anti- 


quities. He died in 1767.” 
#® «© Collins (the poet) was at this time at Oxford, on a viſit to Mr. Warton ; but labouring 


under the moſt deplorable languor of body, and dejection of mind.” 


3 « Of publiſhing a volume of Obſervations on the beſt of eee 8 works. = washindered by 
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ice it. Let a Servitour tranſcribe the quorations, Ae chein 1754. 
2105 þ reference to fave time. * his 80 rr the work, 2 leſſen the Ee 
fatigue. 
* Can do any 4 to promoting the diploma? I vould not be wanting /. . 
to — with e kindneſs; of which, whatever be the elle; I _ FR /— - i 
e be. Your moſt obliged,” . 59 . _- 
Ks [London Nor. 28, 1754 Sam, Jonnson,” | Wt 


To the ſame. | | | _—_ . | 
« PEAR 815, | | — 
IAM extremely ſenſible of the ore done me, both by Mr. Wiſe | 
and yourſelf, The book cannot, I think, be printed in leſs than ſix weeks, - 0 
nor probably ſo ſoon; and I will keep back the title-page, for ſuch an inſer< 4 
tion as you ſeem to promiſe me. Be pleaſed to let me know what money „ + 220 
ſhall ſend you, for- bearing the expence of the affair: and I will take care | 
that you may have it ready at your hancc. Fs 
I had lately the favour of a letter FINS your brother whth ſons: account 1 
of poor Collins, for whom I am much concerned. I have a notion, that by 7 
very great temperance, or more properly abſtinence, he may yet recover. 7 8 A „ a. 
© There is an old Engliſh and Latin book of poems by Barclay, called 7 
he Ship of Fools; at the end of which are a number of Eglogues, ſo he VVT 
Vrites it, from Egloga, which are probably the firſt in our language. If you *' „ WD 
cannot find the book, I will get Mr. Dodſley to ſend it you. : I 
e T ſhall be extremely glad to hear from you again, to know if the affir bh. 
proceeds. I have mentioned it to none of my friends, for fear of being _ 8 
hughed at for my diſappointment. | 
c You know poor Mr. Dodſley has loſt his wite; ; I believe he is moch 
affected. I "_ he will not ſuffer ſo much as I yet ſuffer for the loſs of 
mine. | - = ro 4 
POE, O. Tr 0 FR > pz ye wemivapns — _ 3 
1 have: ever fate ſeemed to myſelf broken off from died; a kind of 
; ſolitary wanderer in the wild of life, without any direction, or fixed point 
of view: a gloomy gazer on a world to which I have little relation. Yet I 
vouny endeavour; by the help of you and your brother, to ſopply the want of ER 4; 
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1754» cloſer union, by friendſhip a and hope to: have _ the: mens of. being 


— ow = 


. dear Sir, Pe 1 ö (23 fi. 120 | 19497 TINY . 11115 WY 
5 bY I Z cc Too 4 | aſt you” S, 


ate Ea o. n. 5 I abe TH SAW. Jonuzon.” 


x 1755 we behold hin & to cond Code his W of Maſter. of 7908 


conferred upon him, his Dictionary — his ops e AR, 
l exerciſed, n eee 


98 * 


2 the Reverend Mr. 1 Wanxrox. 


% D ep 245 | 

„ I wroOTE to you ſome weeks ago, 9 8 believe. 7 not direct 

4 0 Hom © accurately, and therefore know not whether you had my jetter. I would, 
is co Ma” likewiſe, write to your brother, but know not er to find him. I now 
i A,, begin to ſee land, after having wandered, according to Mr. Warburton' 8 
TI te” fee phraſe, in this vaſt ſea of words. What reception 1 "hall meet with on the 
3 a. - ſhore, I know not; whether the ſound of bells, and acclamations of the 
ee people, which Arioſto talks of i in his laſt Canto, or a general murmur of 
2 51 . 5 4 7. diſlike; 1 know not: whether I ſhall find upon the coaſt a Calypſo that will | 
. LM. d.. 7 um. or a neee oy reſiſt. But e er S have at 


ad 2 
ALY 9. 1 bo fr” 1 p 4 not ears fear their ſkill — = 1; am- little Nr. of myſelf and 
ap "IM - * ub; kr. would not willingly feel ſo much Ml-will in oy boſom as n quartels are 


* 11 
1 . i 
a- | l G F 
, k : 
[5 14 C i q a p 
| iy i * 1 
'* 0 
1 1 6.8 - ; # * 
z 4 - 


F-7 


apt to excite. 

« Mr. Barretti is . a . 4 which bs is in | great want of Creſcimbeni 
which you may have again when you pleaſdG. 

„ There is nothing conſiderable done or doing among us * "Y we 2 
not, perhaps, as innocent as villagers, but moſt of us ſeem to be as idle. 

= hope, however, you are buſy ; and ſhould be glad: to 1 int . are 
—_ . . doing. I am, deareſt Sir 

* 8 . . e maſt humble ſervant, | *r5 
—_ . {London,] Feb. 1, 1755. N | . cs SAM. Jonxsox.“ 


27 505 Ts the fame. 
e 3 Sin, T1 | | 
ba 2a I xegczivep your iner this tay, wich great ſenſe of the 5 
that has been done me; for which I return my moſt lincere thanks: and 


7 « His degree had now paſt, according to che uſual orm, the fuffrages of the heads of G 
but was not yet finally * by the Univerſity. It was carried without a ſingle diſſentient voice.” 


entr eat 


\ 
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kindnefs Da £7" 
I ſent Mr. Wiſe the Lenos E erward wrote to 8 | 
not whether he had either the book or letter. Be ſo good as to contrive to 


B 


% 
\ 


enquire. % 
But why ding my dear Mr. Watton tell me nothing of himſelf; ? Where - "i ___ - 
hangs the new volume? Can 1 help? Let not the paſt labour be loft, for ; 0 4 1 


want of a little more: but ſnatch what time you can from the Hall, and the 
— and the coffee-houſe, and the parks, and complete your . | 
I am, dear Sir, &. 
« (London, re g 4, 1755- | Sam. Jornson.” 
i To the ſame. | 1 5 . „ 1 Fi P 
: &« Dear Sin, 5 oo. —_ 
© I HAD a letter laſt week from from Mr. Wiſe, but have yet heard . 


nothing from you, nor know in what ſtate my affair ſtandsꝰ; of which I beg 
you to inform me, if you can, to-morrow, by the return of the poſt. 
'« Mr. Wiſe ſends me word, that he has not had the Finnick Lexicon yet, 
which I ſent ſome time ago; and if he has it not, you muſt enquire after it. 
However, do not let your letter ſtay for that. Lame 44d Lhe 
c Your brother, who is a better correſpondent than you, and not muc 
better, ſends me word, that your pupils keep you in College: but do * 
keep you from writing too? Let them, at leaſt, give you time to write 


to, dear Sir, 


Your moſt affeRionate, &c. 5 
London, ] Feb. 13, 1785. . 5 SAM. JonnsoN.” 


1 4 


To tbe ſame, 
c Dxar SIR, | 
a « DR. KING was with me a few minutes before your letter; this, 
however, is the firſt inſtance in which your kind intentians to me have ever 
been fruſtrated *. I have now the full effect of your care and benevolence ; 


8 cc. On — „ Of the 8 
6 — of Saint Mary Hall at Oxford. He brou ght with him che diploma from 
Oxford. | 


1 ſuppoſe Johnſon means that my lind intention of being the P i to give him the good news 
of the degree being granted was fru/ftrated, becauſe Dr. King brought it before my * 
arrived. Rs | 
13 : - and 8 517 


—— 


„ e * Wanne * 9g „ r e — A * 


154 


175 $- 
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and am far from thinking it a ſlight honour, or a ſmall advantage; 3; ſince * 


. it will put the en . of your conventson more e 1 in the mm 


of, dear Sir, 
« Your moſt obliged and alin 


175 Sau. JoHns0N. 


« p. 8. I have encloſed a letter to the Vice-Chancellor, which you will 
read ; and, if you like it, ſeal and Lathe him. | | 


40 [Londou,]- Feb. 1755 5 


A. the:poblick will dsubelet be pleaſed to fee the whole prögreß of this 
well-earned academical honour, I ſhall inſert the Chancellor of Oxford's letter 
to the Univerſity *, the * and Johnſon's s letter of _ to the Vice- 


CAME. 8 


* Kiel <P ..4 7 ok 
8 5. 5 [62 
* *%% RT 4.0 8 


: So; 1 


7 0 the Reverend Dr. HuppesroRD, Vice-Chancellor of the Univerſity of 
Oxford, zo be communicated to the Heads of Houſes, and propyfed in Convocation. 


a as Mr. Vice-Chancellor, and Gentlemen, 


„Mz. SAMUEL Jonxsox, who was formerly of Pembroke College, 
having very eminently diſtinguiſhed himſelf by the publication of a ſeries of 
_ eſſays, excellently calculated to form the manners of the people, and in 
which the cauſe of religion and morality is every where maintained by the 
ſtrongeſt powers of argument and language, and who ſhortly intends to 
publiſh a Dictionary of the Engliſh Tongue, formed on a new plan, and 
executed with the greateſt labour and judgement; I perſuade myſelf that 1 
| ſhall act agreeably to the. ſentiments of the whole Univerſity, in deſiring 
that it may be propoſed in convocation to confer on him the degree of Maſter 
of Arts by diploma, to which J readily give my conſent; and am, 


« Mr. Vice-Chancellor, and Gentlemen, 


| Fr « Your affectionate friend and ſervant, 
” enges. Feb. 4, 17 55. VV. . ARRAN.” 


2 « Dr. Huddesford, Preſident of Trinity College.” 


'4 Extracted from the C onvocation-Regiſter, Oxford. 8 


> f | ce DrpLOMA 
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- N 
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Term. 8u. 1 | | . 
Hil | cc N MacrsTa Jonx50w. ; Etat. 46. 
1755. ; 


30: CMV C ELLARIUS, Magiftri et. Scholares Cape tt tatis G 8 
| onmibus ad quos boc preſens ſcriptum pervenerit, ſalutem in Domino ſempiternam. 
e Com eum in finem gradus academici a majoribus noftris inſtituti fuerint, ut 
 wiri ingenio et doctrind præſtantes titulis quoque preter cæteros inſignirentur; cümque 
vir doctiſimus Samuel Johnſon è Collegio Pembrochienſi, ſcriptis ſuis popularium 
mares informantibus dudum literato orbi innotuerit ; quin et linguæ patriæ tum 
ornaude tum ftabiliende ( Lexicon ſcilicet Anglicanum ſummo ſtudio, ſummo a ſe 
Judicio congeſtum propediem editurus ) etiam nunc utiliſſimam impendat operam ; Nos 
 igitur Cancellarius, Magiſtri, et Scholares antedicti, nt virum de literis humani- 
 oribus optimꝰ meritum diutius inbonoratum pretereamus, in ſolenni Convocatione 
Doctorum, Mag: itrorum, Regentium, et non Regentium, decimo die Menſis Februarit 
Anno Domini Milleſimo Septengenteſſimo Quinguageſimo quinto habits, prefatum 
virum Samuelem Johnſon ( conſpirantibus omnium 22 giis magiſtrum in artibus 
renunciavimus et conſtituimus; eumque, virtute præſentis diplomatis, fingulis juribus 
privilegiis et honoribus ad ow gradum quagqua pertmentibus frui et gaudere 
Juſſimus. © 
.*x by cujus ret 2 4 fgillum Univerſ tatis Oxonienſ s preſentibus apponi 
fecimus. 5 
* Sy in Domo mire Corvocationis die 20? Menſis F. 2b. Am Dom. 
F 
cc Diploma ſupra ſeriptum per ner 1:Gum As; et ex decreto vengrabilis 
Domis communi Univerſitatis ſigillo munitum*.” 


Dou. Doron! Huppzsrokxp, Oxon1ens1s Acapents V1ce- 
: CANCELLARIO, 


&* INGRATUS plan? et tibi et mibi videar, nifi quanto me gaudio 
affecerint, quos nuper mihi honores (te credo auctore) decrevit Senatus Academicus, 

. literarum, quo tamen nihil levius, officio, fignificem : ingratus etiam, niſi comitatem, 
qud vir eximius* mibi veſtri teftimonium amoris in manus tradidit, agnoſcam et 
 laudem. $i quid oft und? rei tam grate accedat of on Loc of magis mihi placet, 


3 The . is in my dot ion, 
We may conceive what a high gratification. i it. 210 have 8 to 8 to receive his 
diplama from the hands of the great Dr. KI x, whoſe principles were ſo congenial with his own, - 


9 A 2 OE PEO — 


_ e ee e Wes Dee, 
9 


4 85 JVC 


2 eee Coen . 
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— „„ —4 1 
q 7 R 2 1 * 


ee 


. 


THE LIFE or DR. JOHNSON: 


275% uod eo tempore in ordines Academicos denuo cooptatus im, quo nam en 
=z aufforititem, famamque Ononii ledere,, omnibus modis conantur homines vafyi, nec 
tamem acutt : quibus ego, prout viro umbratico licuit, ſemper reſtiti, ſemper 
reſtiturus. Qui enim, inter has rerum \ procellas, vel Tibi vel e ee Ag guerit, 1 

han virtuti et literis, e poſteris, defuturum exiſfimo.. 

"3% Jonnzon.” 


? 


7 the Reverend Mr. 3 Wan ron. | 


* PEA R ” IR. 
% AFTER I received my FOE I wrote you a letter & thanks, 
with a letter to the Vice-Chancellor, and ſent another to Mr. Wiſe; but have 
heard from nobody ſince, and begin to think myſelf forgotten. It i is true, 
„ I ſent you a double letter, and you may fear an expenſive correſpondent ; but 
I would have taken it kindly, if you had returned it treble : and what is a 
5 double letter to a petty king, that having e and fines, can WED . | 


a Modus in bis. head” ? 
« Dear Mr. Warton, let me hear for you, and tell me PERTH I care 


+$ 4 : Wn OK not what, ſo I hear it but from you. Something I will tell you :—1 hope to 
5 ſee my Dictionary bound and lettered, next he; ;——wa/td mole ſuperbus.. And 
I have a great mind to come to Oxford at Eaſter; but you will not invite 


| 1 3 ; WE me. Shall J come uninvited, or ſtay here where nobody perhaps would miſs 
= . me if I went? A hard choice! But ſuch is the world to, dear Sir, 
5 Tour, &c. 


„ | TY [London,] March 20, 1755 SauM. Jonnson,” 


— "BP rhe "ſame. 
= -- '« Dean Sin, 5 
A „T THOUGH. not to write, | when a man can write fo. well, is an 
4 offence ſufficiently, heinous, yet I ſhall: paſs it by. I am very glad that the 
Vice-Chancellor was pleaſed with: my note. I ſhall impatiently expect you at 
London, that we may. conſider what to do next. I intend in the winter to 
open a Bibliotbeque, and remember, that you are to. ſubſcribe a ſheet a. year; 
let us try, _ if we cannot perſuade your brother to ſubſcribe another. 


1, «The words in Italicks are allofions- to paſſages in Me, Warton 5 poem, called © The 
Taoconzes of Di6contanT,' now. lately, publiſhed,” - 4 500 


_« 


= 


4 . 
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My book is now coming in luminis oras. What will be its fate I know not, 1755. 
nor think much, becauſe thinking is to no purpoſe. It muſt ſtand the cenſure 2 
of the great vulgar and the ſmall; of thoſe that underſtand it, and that under- | 
ſtand it not. But in all this, I ſuffer not alone: every writer has the fame 
difficulties, and, perhaps, every writer talks of them more than he thinks. 6r th 4 ee, 
« You will be pleaſed to make my compliments to all my friends: and be 1 

ſo kind, at every idle hour, as to remember, dear Sir, 

= ce Tour, &c. 
5 [London,] March 25, 1758. 85 5 SAM. Jounson.” 


Dr. Adams told me, that this ſcheme of a Biburboque was a ſerious one; 
for upon his viſiting him one day, he found his parlour floor covered with 
parcels of foreign and Engliſh literary journals, and he told Dr. Adams he 
meant to undertake a Review. © How, Sir, (faid Dr. Adams, can you 
think of doing it alone? All branches of knowledge muſt be conſidered in 
it. Do you know Mathematicks ? Do you know Natural Hiſtory ?” Johnſon 
50 « Why, Sir, I muft do as well as I can. My chief purpoſe is to 
give my countrymen a view of what is doing in literature upon the continent ; 
and I ſhall have, in a good meaſure, the choice of my ſubject, for I ſhall 
ſelect ſuch books. as J beſt underſtand.” Dr. Adams ſuggeſted, that as Dr. 
Maty had juſt then finiſhed his Bibliothegue Britannique, which was a well. 
executed work, giving foreigners an account of Britiſh publications, he might, 
with great advantage, aſſume him as an aſſiſtant. © He, (ſaid Johnſon, ) the 
little black dog ! I'd throw him into the Thames.” - The ſcheme; ble 
was dropped. 

In one of his little at LH I find the following hints for his 
Fe Review or Literary Journal: © The Annals of Literature, foreign as 
Well as domeſtick. Imitate Le Clerk—Bayle—Barbeyrac. I nfelicity of Jour- 
nals in England. Works of the learned. We cannot take in all. Some- 
times copy from Wehen Jourralifts Always tell.” 


25 Dr. Bixch. 
Krk, e March 29, 1755. 
« I FAVE ſent ſome parts of my Dictionary, ſuch as were at hand, 


for your inſpection. The favour which I beg is, that if you do not like 
them you will ſay. nothing. I am, Sir, uA Crip e. 


_ © Your moſt affectionate humble ſervant, 
c SAM. Jounson.” 


To 


ow 


2 : 1 * * , * 5 * "ve ! 
. * — . A ˙ r ET 1 0 ere — — — — > . 


7 


* 
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1 7 Mr. S leasen, ad eg g's; 
Pn Col Me oe Darren 7 | Norfolk-ftreet, Aprif 5,8. 


. 


"8. Þ HE part of your Ditonary which you have favoured me Wit 
the light © of has given me ſuch an idea of the whole, that I moſt ſincerely 
' congratulate the publick upon the acquiſition of a work long wanted, and 

now executed with an induſtry, accuracy, and Judgement, equal to the 
„ importance of the ſubject. You might, perhaps, have choſen one in which 
„ 65 your genius would have 1 to more advantage ; 3 but you. could not 


©: 


_ . 7 r ſtantial Revs io che preſent age and to poſterity. Iam glad: ae Four 
I i mY 2 3 health has ſupported the application neceſſary to the performance of fo valkig 
_ 5. - Hs . 1255 Pl taſk; and can undertake to promiſe you as one (though perhaps the auh) 
| i Sos bens 7 422 * reward of it, the approbation and thanks of every well-wiſher to the honour 
N. * 1 A — of the Engliſh language. I am, with 725 greateſt regard, S. | 
| , d Yaor moſt faithful 5 
44 25 e . 2 "LEY 8 0 Ad moſt affectionate „ 


e 3 . 10 . A 2 * LAS Bin en.“ 


— ee, * Oxford, had been driven from the re _ bad health, and was now reſiding 
T Rr 5 ö at Lynn Regis, in Norfolk. He had been ſo much delighted with. Johnſon's 
. 1 2 2 Pc Rambler, and the Plan of his Dictionary, that when the great work was 
= „ announced in the newſpapers as nearly finiſhed, he wrote to Dr. Johnſon, 
Lb of, me 222 begging to be informed when and in what manner his Dictionary would be 
6 * . publiſhed; intreating, if it ſhould be by ſubſcription, or he ſhould have any 
A books at his own e to be favoured with ſix copies for himſelf and 
EP * . flrlriends. . 
N . In anſwer to this 1 Dr. Takin © wrote the being 1 o which 
1 ä (to uſe Dr. Burney's own words) if-it be remembered that it was written 
5 . to an obſcure young man, who at this time had not much diſtinguiſhed him- 
3 5 1 T 5 ſelf even in his own profeſſion, but_whoſe name could never have reached 
| 45 Ui, the authour of Tar RAMBLER,, the e politeneſs a and urbanity may be oppoſed to 
+ 4 TY Loh £1 "ha: "Tome of the ſtories which have been lately circulated of Dr. « Johaſon' $ n | 
" 2 d. bis & + rudeneſs and poets Ag 


To 


q * 
K * 5 


TAE L [FE 4 DR. JOHNSON. 


ye - =: Me. : Bonxar, in Lyme Rain Mel. 
9 Sin, Wy 
« IF 500 imagine that by A my anſwer I intended to mex any 


neglect of the notice with which you have favoured me, you will neither 


think juſtly of | yourſelf | nor of me. Your civilities were offered with too 
much elegance not to engage attention ; and I have too much pleaſure in 


pleaſing men like you, not to feel oy n the nee REN you have 


beſtowed upon me. 

« Few conſequences of my endeavours to ley or to benefit anke 
have delighted me more than your friendſhip thus voluntarily offered, which 
now I have it I hope to keep, becauſe I hope to continue to deſerve it. 

« have no Dictionaries to diſpoſe of for myſelf, but ſhall be glad ro have 
you direct your friends to Mr. Dodfley, becauſe 1 it was by his recommendation 
that 1 was employed i in the work. 

« When you have leiſure to think again upon me, let me be Wed with 
another letter; and another yet, when you have looked into my Dictionary. 
If you find faults, I ſhall endeavour to mend them; if you find none, I ſhall 
think you blinded by kind partiality : :. but to have made you partial 1 in = 

favour, will very much: gratify the ambition of, Sir, 
TH e Four moſt obliged 


| « And moſt humble ſervant, | | 
** Gough-ſquare, Fleet-ſtreet, Sa aM. JoHnsSoON.” 


— 


Mr. Andrew Millar, bookſeller in the Strand, took the principal charge of 


conducting the publication of Johnſon's Dictionary; and as the patience of the 


proprietors was repeatedly tried and almoſt exhauſted, by their expecting that 
the work would be completed within the time which Johnſon had fanguinely 
| ſuppoſed, the learned authour was often goaded to diſpatch, more eſpecially as 
he had received all the copy- money, by different drafts, a conſiderable time 
before he had finiſhed his taſk. When the meſſenger who carried the laſt ſheet 
to Millar returned, Johnſon aſked him, « Well, what. did he fay £{—< _ 
(anſwered the meſſenger) he ſaid, thank Gop I have done with him.” « I 

glad Sephed Johnſon, with a Joe) that he thanks Gop for any thing. 5 1. 


* Sir John i p. 341, inſerts two notes as having paſſed formally between Andrew 
Millar and Johnſon, to the above effect. I am aſſured this was not the caſe. In the way of inci- 


dental remark it was a - pleaſant. play of raillery. To have deliberately written notes in Ted 
terms would have been moroſe. ht . . . F 


i5 


| 159 
1755. 
Etat. 46. 


LA — 


— 


of 
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1s Sib, that thoſe with whom Johnſon chiefly contraſted for his literary 
Etat. 46, labours were Scotchmen, Mr. Millar and Mr. Strahan. Millar, though 
- *” himſelf no great judge of literature, had good ſenſe enough to have 
by for his friends very able men to give him their opinion and advice in the 
purchaſe of copy-right ; the conſequence of which was his acquiring a very 
large fortune, with great liberality. Johnſon ſaid of him, I reſpect Millar, 
Sir; he has raiſed the price of literature.” The fame praiſe may be juſtly 
given to Pancoek, the eminent bookſeller of Paris. * Strahan's , 


JE _ ſucceſs, are well known. 
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1765. 


3 tbe Reverend Mr. Trowas ; Wanron. 


9 az 8 IR, 

« I AM grieved that you ſhould think me pete of kgs your 
letters; and beg you will never admit any ſuch ſuſpicion again. I purpoſe to 
come down next week, if you ſhall be there; or any other week, that ſhall 

de more agreeable to you. Therefore let me know. I can ſtay this viſit but 
a week, but intend to make preparations for a longer ſtay next time ; being 
reſolved not to loſe ſight of the Univerſity. How goes Apollonius?? Don't 
let him be forgotten. Some things of this kind muſt be done, to keep us up. 
Pay my compliments to Mr. Wiſe, and all my other friends. I think to 


come to Kettel-Hall. I am, Sir, 
« Your moſt affeRtionate, a hin. | 


1 £6 London,) May 13, 1755. . | i ; SAM. Jonunsox,” 

þ = : VVV ou. a 

| 1 1 „„ 5 Ld 
i [ = & "FFT is ſtrange how many dw will, happen to intercept every = 
l 1 ä 1 pleaſure, though it [be] only that of two friends meeting together. I have 2 
mn 5 EE. | promiſed myſelf every day to inform you when you might expect me at 
oy ] 1 f „ Oxford, and have not been able to fix a time. The time, however, is, [ 
3 fthtinxk, at laſt come; and I promiſe myſelf to repoſe in Kettel-Hall, one of the 
vl! firſt nights of the next week. I am afraid my ſtay with you cannot be long; 


but what is the inference ? _,We, muſt endeavour to make it chearful. I wiſh 
de Of) Au Your brother could meet us, that we might go and drink tea with Mr. Wiſe in 
* 4 body. I hope he will be at Oxtord, or at his neſt of Britiſh and Saen 5 
* 


2 . 
e 91 „ Dn 9 ce A tranſlation of eln, Rhodius was now intended by Mr. Warton.“ 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 16 


antiquities*. I ſhall expect to ſee. Spenſer finiſhed, and many other things 1788. 
begun. Dodſley is gone to viſit the Dutch. The Dictionary ſells well, The a 
bo of the world goes on as it did. Dear 3 

| « Your moſt ATE; &c. | 5 
1166 [London] Juine 19; 1755. VVT Sau. Jonnson,” Et 


En tt Ho ns” : Po the ſame.” © 
66 i Sis, erg 1 PETS 0 
« TO talk of coming to you, and not yet to come, has an air of 
trifling which I would not willingly have among you; and which, I believe, 
you will not willingly impute to. me, when I have told you, that ſince my 
promiſe, two of our partners are dead, and that I was ſolicited to ſuſpend my 
_ » excurſion till we could recover from our confuſion. 
e T have not laid aſide my purpoſe; for every day makes me more impa- 
tient of ſtaying from you. But death, you know, hears not ſupplications, nor 
| pays any regard to'the convenience of mortals, I hope now to ſee you next 
' week; but next week is but another. name for to-morrow, . which has been 
| noted for e and deceiving. 


— 


— 1 ce 1 am, &c, | 
andes, June 4 „5 Sam, Jounso0Nn,” - 
0 = | | 8 „ BE | % 
. To the ſame, 


A& ce Dran . 
„„ ] TOLD you, chat among the manuſcripts are ſome things of Sir 
7 homas More. I beg you to paſs an hour in looking on them, and procure 
a tranſcript of the ten or twenty firſt lines of each, to be compared with what 
I have; that I may know whether * are yet unpubliſhed, T The re | 
are theſe; _ 
2 Catalogue of Bodl. Ms. pag. 122. F. 3. Sir Thomas More. 
1. Fall of angels. 2. Creation and fall of mankind. 3. Determination 
of the T rinity for the reſcue of mankind. 4. Five lectures of our Saviour's 
paſſion. 5. Of the inſtitution of the facrament, three lectures. 6. How to 
receive the bleſſed body of our Lord ſacramentally. 7. Neomenia, the new 
moon. 8. De triſtitia, tedio, Pavore, et oratione Chriſti, ante captionem jus. 


„ At Ellsfield, a village three miles from Oxford.” 
2 « Bookſgllers concerned in his Dictionary.“ wk 
* | SEES | i ä y 5 ce Catalogue, 
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6 THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. | 

1755. To cc Catalogue, pag. 154. i Life of. Sir Thomas More. L Qu. ; Whether 

4 =z Roper's? Pag. 363. De reſgnatime Magni Sggilli in marus Regis Per D. 

3 Thomam Morum. Pag. 364. Mori Defeuſio Mori. . 2 

=_— 7 e If you procure the young gentleman: in the library to write out what you 

1 . think fit to be written, I will ſend to Mr. Prince the bookſeller to pay him 

5 wWjhat you ſhall think proper. CO | 

7 | « Be pleaſed to make my compliments to Mr. Wiſe, and all my friends, 
A | I ͤam, Sir, | | | | ns 5, 


« 
* 


« Your affectionate, &c. 


_ [London, | Aug. 7, 1753» 1 | SAM. J oHNSOR.“ 


9 The Dictionary, with a Grammar and Hiſtory of the Engliſh Language, 
—_— being now at length publiſhed, in two volumes folio, the world contemplated 
—_— -, bor Pr lo / with wonder ſo ſtupendous a work atchieyed by one man{while other countries 


| 7 had thought ſuch undertakings fit only for whole academies. Vaſt as his powers Uh ft | 
t 7 were, 1 cannot but think that his imagination deceived him, when he ſuppoſed 2 


. ” i that by conſtant application he might have performed the taſk in three years, 40 
« Ly Let the Preface be attentively peruſed, in which is given, in a clear, ſtrong, and , | 
* glowing ſtyle, a comprehenſive, yet particular view of what he had done; and hi 


wn "Pp it will be evident, that the time he employed upon 1t was comparatively ſhort. 4 | 
| bell, ad I am unwilling to ſwell my book with long quotations from what is in every 1 1 
A. Tad body's hands; and I believe there are few proſe compoſitions in the Engliſh 4 
ee that are read with more delight, or are more impreſſed upon the 4% 
i „ memory, than that preliminary diſcourſe. One of its excellencies has always J 
| 4 ſtruck me with peculiar admiration ; I mean the perſpicuity with which he has / 
expreſſed abſtract ſcientifick notions. As an inſtance of this, I ſhall quote the ory 
following ſentence : © When the radical idea branches out into parallel ramifi- 4 
cations, how can a conſecutive ſeries be formed of ſenſes in their own nature +] 
collateral?” We have here an example of what has been often ſaid, and 175 
a- believe with juſtice, that there is for every thought a certain nice adaptation of 
| /- words which none other could equal, and which, when a man has been fo 


© fortunate as to hit, he has attained, in that ular, caſe, to the 


ne ane. ee Det Hoa fo "Mm p 
Ihe extenſiye reading which was abjolu ute ceſſary fo > accumu mulation + _ / 
2 of authorities, Ka adde alone may Account FE e mind being 6] 
[las enriched with a very large and various ſtore of knowledge and imagery, muſt ,,/-- 
„have occupied ſeveral years. The Preface furniſhes an eminent inſtance of, 
2, a double talent, of which Johnſon was fully conſcious. Sir Joſhua Reynolds . 


— 


— 


tte various parts of this immenſe work. The definitions have always appeared 


— "TA uy =_ : 's 
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THE: LIFE or DR. JOHNSON: x og 
has heard him ders: v here are two things which I am confident-I can ym | / i = 
very welt: one is an introduction to any literary work, ſtating what it is to T 8 — 1 


contain, and how it ſhould be executed in the moſt perfe& manner; the other 
is a concluſion, ſhewing from various cauſes why the execution has not been ES: | 
equal to what the authour promiſed to himſelf and to the publick,” CU fort of [Ee 2 5 1 
- How ſhould puny ſcribblers be abaſhed and diſappointed, when they Lt EAA. = 224 1 
+ find him diſplaying a perfect theory of lexicographical excellence, yet at the cl er. plane 2555 
ſame time candidly and modeſtly allowing that he © had not ſatisfied his own . . — * i 
expectations. Here was a fair occaſion for the exerciſe of Johnſon's modeſty, AA fobfow + H<-— Wl 
when he was called upon to compare his own arduous bea ED ede 2 2 4 ; — 1 
thoſe of other individuals, (in which caſe his inflexible regard to truth 1 — * e. 


„e eee eee eee diffdence, ) but with — . ; te ty $2 


as he, who can outſtrip all his competitors in the race, may yet be ſenſible of j '| i 
his deficiency when he runs againſt time. Well might he fay, that « the 7 le. & Zn] R 
Engl ith Dictionary was written with little aſſiſtance of the learned; for he told F” = * 
me, that the only aid which he received was a paper containing twenty etymo- | -. > 
\.. logies, ſent to him by a perſon: then unknown, who he was afterwards informed 

was Dr. Pearce, Biſhop- of Rocheſter. The etymologies, though they exhibit 

learning and Judgement, ' are not, I think, entitled to the firſt praiſe amongft 3 


do me fuch aſteniſhing proofs of acuteneſs of intelle& and preciſion of lan- 
; guage, as indicate a genius of the higheſt rank. This it is which marks the 4s! 
£9 ſuperiour excellence of Johnſon' 8 Dictionary over others equally or even more | 1 4 þ q th 
- voluminous, and muſt have made it a work of much greater mental labour _— 
than mere Lexicons, or Vord Books, as the Dutch call them. They, who will A , -,- 
make the experiment of trying how they can define a few words of whatever | =_ 
nature, will ſoon be ſatisfied of the unqueſtionable juſtice of this obſervation, Y ge - Vi 
which I can aſſure my readers is founded upon much ſtudy, and upon 8 1 7 2, . 1 
15 3 with more minds than my own. Phe ow any Ay A Ver 1 q 
ok few.of his definitions muſt be admitted to be erroneous. Thus, Wind- - i 
Ez ward and Leeward, though directly of oppoſite meaning, are defined identically 85 . i 
the fame way; as to which inconſiderable ſpecks it is enough to obſerve, that | | { 
his Preface announces that he was aware there might be many ſuch in fo 
. immenſe a work; nor was he at all diſconcerted when an inſtance was pointed 
out to him. A lady once aſked him how he came to define  Paſtern the {nee 


of a horſe: inſtead of making an elaborate defence, as ſhe expected, he at 
once anſwered, © Ignorance, Madam, pure ignorance.” His definition of 

Nevo has been often Wn with — malignity, as obſcuring a ching 
5 22 
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. THE LIFE OF DR JOHNSON: 
1755 ii. itſelf very plain. But to thieſe friyglous. cenſures no other anſwer is neceſ. 
Fer-. ſary than that with which we are furniſhed by his own Preface. „TG explain, 
requires the uſe of terms leſs abſtruſe than that which 1 is to be explained, and 
ſuch terms cannot always be found. For as nothing can be proved but by 
mppoßag ſomething intuitively known, and exident without proof, ſo e 

2 be defined but by the uſe of words too plain to admit of definition, Some. 
times eaſier words are changed into harder ; "as," burial, into. Jepulture of 
interment '; dry,. into defiecative ; auge, into ficcity\ or aridity; fit, into 

for, the egg word, whatever it be, can neyer be tranſlated, into 
> 8 eaſy.” Hut nk tray o- heck ee ee : 

His introducing. his own opinions, and even prejudices, under 70 
definitions of words, while at the ſame time the original meanjq of. the 
1 is not explained, as his Tory, Whig, Penſion, Oats, Exciſe, and a fe 
more, cannot be fully defended, and muſt be placed to the account of capricious 
and humourous indulgence. Talking to me upon this ſubject when we were © 
at Aſhbourne in 1777, he mentioned a ſtill ſtronger inſtance of the predomi- 
nance of his private feelings in the compoſition of this work, than any now ro 
"owe to be found in it. You know, Sir, Lord Gower forſook the old + HATS 

ol” intereſt. When I came: to the word Renegado, after telling that it meant one 
Mile ,-, who deſerts to the enemy, a revolter, I added, Sometimes wwe Jay a Gowts, 2 

5 Thus it went to the preſs ; but the printer had mpre wig than, I, ruck - 
FF. it out.” L Sf wt THe, is eee i —.— 
L.et it, however, be remembered, that this indulgence does not diſplay 45 

1 itſelf only in. ſarcaſm towards others, but ſometimes 1 in playful alluſion to the 
notions commonly. entertained. of his own laborious taſk... Thus: Grub- 
+; ftreet, the name of a ſtreet in London, much inhabited by writers of ſmall - 
| hiſtories, difionaries, and temporary poems; whence any mean production 

is called Grub-ftreet.”'— e a writer of ende, a nz eſs 77 
Trudge.” a 40 
At the time * I was ; concluding his very pie Prefice, Joknſon 8. 
mind appears to have been in ſuch a ſtate of. depreſſion, that we cannot con- 
template without wonder the vigorous and ſplendid thoughts which ſo nen 
diſtinguiſh that performance. I (ſays he) may ſurely be contented without 
the praiſe of perfection, which if I could obtain in this gloom. of ſolitude, 
what would it avail me? T have protracted my work till moſt of thoſe whom 
I wiſhed to pleaſe, have funk | into the grave; and ſucceſs and miſcarriage are WY 
empty ſounds.” I therefore diſmiſs it with frigid tranquillity, having little to L. 
fear, or 9 from cenſure or from epa. That this indifference was rather Yy 
r | TE | 3 1 
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THE: LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


9 er than an habitual feeling, appears, I think, from his letters to 


Mr. Warton ; and however he may have been affected for the moment, iz 


certain it is that the honours which his great work procured him, both at home 


and abroad, were very grateful to him. His friend the Earl of _ and 


Orrery, being at Florence, preſented. it to the Academia tella Cruſca. That 

Academy ſent Johnſon their Vocabulario, and the French Academy ſent him 

their DiZionaire, which My-1.angton had the pleaſure to convey to him. Y 
It muſt undoubtedly ſeem: ſtrange, that the concluſion of his Preface 


5 ſhould be expreſſed in terms ſo deſponding, when it is conſidered that the 
authour was then only in his forty-ſixth year. But we muſt aſcribe its gloom 
"to that miſerable dejection of ſpirits to which he was conſtitutionally ſubject, 


3 


and which was aggravated by the death of his wife two years before. I have 


heard it ingeniouſly obſerved. by a lady of rank and elegance, that © his melan- 
choly was then at its meridian.” It pleaſed Gon to grant him almoſt thirty: 
7 of life after this time; and once, when he was in a placid frame of mind, 

he 'was obliged to own to me that he had enjoyed happier days, and had had: 
_ more friends, ſince that gloomy hour than before.” 

It is. a fad ſaying,” that © moſt of thoſe whom he wiſhed to pleaſe had ſunk 
into the grave; ahd' his caſe” at forty-five was ſingularly unhappy, unleſs the 
circle of his friends was very narrow 1 have often thought, that as longevity 
18 generally defired, and, 1 believe, generally expected, it would be wiſe to be 


continually adding to the number of our friends, that the loſs of ſome may be 


4 


ſupplied by others. Friendſhip, © the wine of life,” ſhould, like a well- 
ſtocked cellar, be thus continually renewed; and it is conſolatory to think, 


that although we can ſeldom add what will equal the generous f7/-growths of 


our youth, yet friendſhip becomes inſenſibly old in much leſs time than is com- 


com and. pleaſant. Armth will, no doubt, make a conſiderable difference. Men: 
of affectionate temper and bright any will. coaleſce a great deal ſooner than 


monly imagined; and: not many years are required to make it very mellow 


thoſe who are cold and dull. 
The propoſition which I have now endeavoured to illuſtrate was, at an 


fie period of his life, the opinion of Johnſon himſelf. He faid to Sir Joſhua 


Reynolds, © If a man does not make new acquaintance as he advances through 


life, he will ſoon find himſelf left alone. 9 man, Sir, ſhould keep his friend - 
525 in conſtant repair. 


The celebrated Mr. Wilkes, wink notions and habits of life were very 
oppoſite to his, but who was ever eminent for literature and vivacity, ſallied 


Br with. a little 7eu d Eris upon the following S pallage in his Grammar of 
| the 


— 


* 
* * 


—_— THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 

| | 1755+ the Engliſh Tongue, prefixed to the Dictionary: © H ſeldom, perhaps never, 
Tut. 46. begins any but the firſt Fan, Zo an eſſay printed i in the Publick Adver- 

| ; 1 * tiſer, this lively writ Vie y inſtances i in oppoſition to this remark; 
| ==” ſor example, © Thea 3 muſt be a man of a quick d-. 
RE appre-benfion,' and M a moſt as genius,” The poſition is un- 
LW —- 3 doubtedly expreſſed with too much latitude. 53 C eArte-c f— pow 
—_  - . This light ſally, we may ſuppoſe, made no great impreſſion on our Lexi- | 
e / cographer, for we find that he never altered the paſſage. dint (oat be) ET”) 3 1 
| EX He had the pleaſure of being treated in a very different manner . his old WI, 1 
Uo 3 | pupil Mr. Garrick, in the EET limentary a 


wal 70 7 
: 7. FX I „ TALK of war with a Briton, he'll boldly ks - 1 As 
"© 1 . That one Engliſh ſoldier will beat ten of France; e 70 
1 _— | « Would we alter the boaſt from the ſword to the pen, 
1 on 2 « Our odds are ſtill greater, ſtill greater our men: 


Jounson's DicHioWarV 
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3 fd 


Ss 72 — al 
In the deep mines of ſcience though Frenchmen may toil, | y 
1 4 Can their ſtrength be compar d to Locke, Newton, and Boyle? 
= DS 8 ce Let them rally their heroes, ſend forth all their pow'rs, 
A Their verſe-· men and proſe-men ; then match them with ours! 
; | | « Firſt Shakſpeare and Milton, like gods in the fight, 1 85 
1 5 Have put their whole drama and epic to flight; : Oe * 
3 e In fatires, epiſtles, and odes, would they cope, 8 

_  - e Their numbers retreat before Dryden and Pope; 

28 8 3 . e And Johnſon, well arm'd like a hero of yore, 

_—_ _ « Has beat forty French ?, and will beat forty more! — 40- 

—_ e ee eee ned e, of Ho br — 

1 Rs Johnſon. this year gave at once a proof of his benevolence, quickneſs of 
apprehenſion, and admirable art of compoſition, in the aſſiſtance which he 
gave to Mr. Zachariah Williams, father of the blind lady whom he had 
humanely received under his roof. Mr. Williams had followed the profeſſion 
of phyſick in Wales; but having a very ſtrong propenſity to the ſtudy of 

natural philoſophy, had made many ingenious advances towards a diſcovery of 

T the longitude, and repaired to London in hopes of obtaining the great par- 

| liamentary reward. He failed of ſucceſs; but Johnſon having made himſelf 
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3 The number of the French Academy 1 in fenling their language. 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. | ws} 
maſter of his principles and experiments, wrote for him a pamphlet, publiſhed 1755. 
in quarto, with the following title; An Account of an Attempt to aſcertain . 
the Longitude at Sea, by an exact Theory of the Variation of the magnetical 
Needle; with a Table of the Variations at the moſt remarkable Cities in 
Europe, from the year 1660 to 1860.” To diffuſe it more extenſively, it 

vas accompanied with an Italian tranſlation on the oppoſite page, which it is 
ſuppoſed was the work of Signor Baretti, an Italian of conſiderable literature, 
who having come to England a few years before, had been employed in the 
capacity both of a language-maſter and an authour, and formed an intimacy 
with Dr. Johnſon. This pamphlet Johr ſon preſented to the Bodleian Library“. 
On a blank leaf of it is paſted a paragraph cut out of a newſpaper, con- 
taining an account of the death - character of Williams, plainly written by 
8 $ 
Tn July this year he had formed ne ſcheme of mental improvement, the 
particular purpoſe of which does not appear. But we find in his“ Prayers 
and Meditations,” p. 24, a prayer entitled © On the Study of Philoſophy, as 
an Inſtru ment t of hving ; ;” and 27 it follows a Ns This 1 8 was not 
15 | purkieg.” ; 

Fe In 1756 Johnſon found that te great- fame of his Dittionaty. 14475 ſet 
him above the neceſſity of © making proviſion for the day that was paſſing 
over him.” No royal or noble patron extended a munificent hand to give 

independence to the man who had conferred ſtability on the language of his 

„country. We may feel indignant that there Thould have been ſuch unworthy 
— but we muſt, at the ſame time, congratulate ourſelves, that to this 

— very neglect, operating to rouſe the natural indolence of his conſtitution, we 

dye many valuable productions, which otherwiſe, perhaps, 3 never have 
TPeared. 

HJ e had ſpent, during the progreſs of the work, the money for which he had 

e contracted to write his Dictionary. We have ſeen that the reward of his 

| HIbour was only fifteen hundred and ſeventy- five pounds; and when the expence 

of om and paper, and other articles are deducted, his clear profit was 


* 


2 See note by Mr. Warton, p. 149 | 
5 «© On Saturday the 12th, about twelve at night, died Mr. Zachariah Williams, in his FOR 
third year, after an illneſs of eight months, in full poſſeſſion of his mental faculties. He has been 
long known to philoſophers and ſeamen for his {kill in magnetiſm, and his propoſal to aſcertain 
the longitude by a peculiar ſyſtem of the variation of the compaſs. He was a man of induſtry 
indefatigable, of converſation inoffenſive, patient of adverſity and diſeaſe, eminently ſober, tem- 
perate, and pious ; and worthy to have ended life with better fortune,” 


very 
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WY * 1756. yoo 7 inconfiderable.. I once ſaid to him © I am ſorry, Sir, you did not get N 
22. more for your Dictionary. ” His anſwer was, © I am ſorry ls. But it was 
4, wery well. The boòkſellers are generous liberal minded men.” He, upon 
1 / 747 x all occaſions, did ample juſtice to their gharacter in this reſpect. He conſidered 
9 „ * Anthem as the patrons of literature ; and, indeed, although they have eventually 
gas. been conſiderable gainers by his Dictionary, it is to them that we owe its having 
'9 po ee O been undertaken and carried through at the riſk of ON * for they were 
7 7 , not abſolutely ſure of being indemnified. , _ 
© a bet: On the firſt day of this year we find from his private : devotions, that he had 
| then recovered from ſickneſs*; and in F ebruary that his eye was reſtored 
- do its uſe?, The pious gratitude with which he acknowledges mercies upon 
8 every occaſion js yery edifying ; as is the humble ſubmiſſion which he breathes 


when it is the will of his heavenly Father to try him with afflictions. As ſuch 

di {poſitions become the ſtate of man here, and are the true effects of religious 

diſcipline, we cannat but venerate in Johnſon one of the moſt exerciſed minds 

4 Orets —— that our holy religion hath ever formed. If there be any thoughtleſs enough | 
1 8 5 724 . 2 ſuppoſe ſuch exerciſe = the weakneſs of a great underſtanding, let them look 7 " 
- up to Johnſon, and be convinced * what he he ſo <a FRO muſt . WA 


SEES * 2 A a rational foundation. 
His works this year were, an e or e e in W of his folio 9% * 
Labem, and a few eſſays in a monthly publication, entitled, TRE 4 
. UniversaL VISTTER.“ Chriſtopher Smart, with whoſe unhappy. vacillation 4 
— — of mind he ſincerely ſympathiſed, was one of the ſtated undertakers of this Hen 
ortho ties miſcellany; and it was to aſſiſt him that Johnſon ſometimes employed his 2 "1% | 
obo All the eſſays marked with two afteri/&s have been aſcribed to him; but 
5 J am en, from internal evidence, that of theſe, neither 4e The Life of 7 47 
3 . — Wen Reſlections on the State of Portugal, nor an * Eſſay on 
e vs i 1. EArchite@ture,” were written by him. I am equally confident, upon the ſame 
. f . 55 evidence, that he wrote < Further Thoughts on Agriculture,f” being the 
e. ſequel of a very inferiour eſſay on the ſame ſubject, and which, though carried 
3 NP Ei on as if by the ſame hand, is both in thinking and expreſſion ſo far above it, and 
4 l 10 ſtrikingly peculiar, as to leave no doubt of its true parent; and that he alſo 
„Lie wrote © A Diſſertation on the State of Literature and Authours, f“ and © A. 
ht nth Diſſertation on the Epitaphs written by Pope. * The laſt of theſe, indeed, he 
A afterwards added to his © Idler,” Why the eſſays truly written by -him are 
| IG marked in the fame manner with ſome he did not write, I cannot explain; 


i” $06 but with deference. to thoſe — have aſcribed to him the three —.— which 


| 1 5 rayers an Meditations, p. 15 ma. p. 27: "3 have 
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compoſition. 7 5 
He engaged alſo to ſuperintend and 8 largely to another Ae 
publication, entitled © THE LITERAR MaGazine, oR UNIVERSAL Review;” 
the firſt number of which came out in May this year, What were his emolu- 


ments from this undertaking, and what other writers were employed in it, I 


have not diſcovered. He continued to write in it, with intermiſſions, till the 
fifteenth number; and L think that he never gave better proofs of the force, 
acuteneſs, and vivacity of his mind, than in this miſcellany, whether we conſider | 
his original eſſays, or his reviews of the works of others. The © Preliminary 
Addreſs” to the publick i is a proof how this great 20 could embelliſh even 
ſo trite a thing as the plan of a magazine w . e races of ſuperiour 
compoſition. . brit Uhu L a ee ag . 
His original eſſays are, © An Introduction to the political State of Great- 
Britain ;#” Remarks on the Militia Bill; * © Obſervations on his Britan- 


nick Majeſty's Treaties with the Empreſs of Ruſſia and the Landgrave of 


Heſſe Caffel ;F” © Obſervations on the preſent State of Affairs ;f” and, 
Memoirs of Frederick III. King of Pruflia.j” In all theſe he diſplays 


. extenſive political knowledge and ſagacity, expreſſed with uncommon energy 


and Perſpicuity, without any of thoſe words which he ſometimes took a plea- 


— 


orals” he this year gave an edition, with his“ Life““ prefixed to it, which 


is one of Johnſon's beſt biographical performances. In one inſtance only in 


theſe eſſays has he indulged his Brownifn! Dr. Robertſon, the hiſtorian, men- 


1 have rejected, they want all the characteriſtical marks of loud 


ſure in adopting, ..in Imitation of Sir Thomas Browne, of whoſe © Chriſtian 


lat. way! 


2 euer, 4 | 


tioned it to me, as having at once convinced him that Johnſon was the authour®* . 


of the < Memoirs of the King of Pruſſia.” Speaking of the pride which the 
old King, the father of his hero, took in being maſter of. the talleſt regiment 
in Europe, he ſays, te To review this /0wering regiment was his daily pleaſure, 
and to perpetuate it was ſo much his care, that when he met a tall woman he 
immediately commanded one of his Titanian retinue to marry her, that they 


might propagate procerity.” For this Anglo-Latian word procerity, J. ohnſon 


had, however, the authority of Addiſon. — leo CY — 
His reviews are of the following books : „ Birch's Hiſtory of the Royal 
ee * © Murphy's Gray s-Inn Journal; ' * Warton's Eſſay on the 


Writings and Genius of Pope. Vol. If” <© Hampton's Tranſlation of 


Polybius ; * © Blackwell's e of the Court of Auguſtus x: 4 Ruſlel's 


Natural Hiſtory of Aleppo; f Sir Iſaac Newton's Arguments in Proof 3 


a * « Borlaſe's Flory of the Iſles of Scilly f“ © Home's Experi- 
2 ments 


"io 
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| 2756. | ments on Bleaching ;F” © Browne's Chriſtian Morals ;f” « Hales c on diſtilling 

” Sea-Water, Ventilators in Ships, and curing an ill Taſte i in Milk ;F” < Lucas's 

Effay on Waters ;f” © Keith's Catalogue of the Scottiſh Biſhops ;#” « Browne's 

Hiſtory of Jamaica; f © Philoſophical Tranſactions. Vol. XLIX. p* « Mrs, 

Lennox's Tranſlation of Sully's Memoirs ;*” « Miſcellanies by Elizabeth 

Harrifon;F” Evans's Map and Account of the middle Colonies in Ame- 

rica;f” © Letter on the Caſe of Admiral Byng * « Appeal to the People 

concerning Admiral Byng * «© Hanway's Eight Days Journey, and Eſſay 

on Tea;*” „ The Cadet, a military Treatiſe z“ „Some further Particulars | 

in Relation to the Caſe of Admiral Byng, by a Gentleman of Oxford ;*” The 

IS Conduct of the Miniſtry relating to the preſent War impartially examined ; ;f? 

VVV A Free Inquiry into the Nature and Origin of Evil.“ All theſe, from internal 

: : | evidence, were written by Johnſon ; ſome of them I know he avowed, and have 

5 marked them with an afteriſt accordingly. Mr. Thomas Davies, indeed, 

aſcribed to him the Review of Mr. Burke's <« Inquiry into the Origin of our 

Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful ;” and Sir John Hawkins, with equal diſ- 

cernment, has inſerted it in his collection of Johnſon s works. Whereas it has 

no reſemblance to Johnſon's compoſition, and is well known to have been 

written by Mr. Murphy, who has acknowledged it to me and many others. 

” It is worthy of remark, in juſtice to Johnſon's political character, which 

= 5 1 has been miſrepreſented as abjectly ſubmiſſive to power, that his « Obſerva- 

3 . tions on the preſent State of Affairs,“ glow with as animated a ſpirit of 

—_— conſtitutional liberty as can be found any where. Thus he begins, „The 

time is now come, in which every Engliſhman expects to be informed of the 

national affairs, and in which he has a right to have that expectation gratified. 

: For whatever may be urged by miniſters, or thoſe whom vanity” or intereſt 

miake the followers of miniſters, concerning the neceſſity of confidence in our 

| governours, and the preſumption of prying with profane eyes into the receſſes . „ 
vk policy, it is evident that this reverence can be claimed only by counſels 

5 | yet unexecuted, and projects ſuſpended in deliberation. But when a deſign 

PL A. 92 has ended in miſcarriage or ſucceſs, when every eye and every ear is witneſs 

. to general diſcontent, or general ſatisfaction, it is then a proper time to diſen- 

tangle confuſion and illuſtrate obſcurity, to ſhew by what cauſes every event was 

produced, and in what effects it is likely to terminate; to lay down with diſtinct 

particularity what rumour always huddles in general exclamation, or perplexes 

by indigeſted narratives; to ſhew whence happineſs or calamity is derived, and 

— 2 whence it may be expected; and honeſtly to lay before the people what i inquiry 

428522 can gather of the pail, and Ry can eſtimate of the future,” 


— 


Etat. 47. 8 


Here 


— 


— 3 * 
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Here we have it aſſumed as an incontrovertible principle, that in this 1756. 
cCountry the people are the ſuperintendants of the conduct and meaſures of l 45, 
thoſe by whom government is adminiſtered, of the beneficial effect of which _ 
the preſent reign afforded an illuſtrious example, when addreſſes from all parts 

ol the kingdom controuled an audacious attempt to introduce a new power 1 ee. 
ſubverſive of the crown. . | „ 
A ſtill ſtronger proof of hi patrotick ſpirit appears in bes; review of an 2 Fg 9% — .. 3 
« Eſſay on Waters, by Dr. Lucas; of whom, after deſcribing him as a man IR 
ell known to the world for his daring defiance-of power, when he thought it 
Ha on the ſide, of f wrong, he thus ſpeaks: © The Iriſh miniſters drove 
bim from | his native country by a proclamation, in which they charged him 
with crimes NJ whigh they never intended to be called to the proof, and oppreſſed | 
| m by methods ually irreſiſtible by guilt and innocence. 
Ju, & Let the man thus driven into exile for having been the friend of 5 
wal; 7 country, be received in every other place as a confeſſor of liberty; and let the 
en, tools of power be tau ght 1 in time, that they may rob, but cannot impoveriſh.” 2 
> Some of his reviews in this magazine are very ſhort accounts of the pieces 
noticed, and I mention them only that Dr. Johnſon's opinion of the works may 
be known; but many of them are examples of elaborate criticiſm, in the moſt 
mitterly ſtyle. In his review of the © Memoirs of the Court of Auguſtus,” he 
has the reſolution to think and ſpeak from his own mind, regardleſs of the cant 
tranſmitted from age to age, in praiſe of the ancient Romans. Thus: I know 
not why any one but a ſchool-boy in his declamation ſhould whine over the Com- 
mon- wealth of Rome, which grew great only by the miſery of the reſt of man- 
kind. The Romans, like others, as ſoon as they grew rich, grew corrupt; and in 
their corruption ſold the lives and freedoms of themſelves, and of one another.” 
Again, © A people, who while they were poor robbed mankind ; and as ſoon” 
as they became rich, robbed one another.“ In his review of the Miſcellanies 
in proſe and verſe, publiſhed by Elizabeth Harriſon, but written by many hands, 
he gives an eminent proof at once of his orthodoxy and candour. The 
authours of the eſſays in proſe ſeem generally to have imitated, or tried to 
imitate, the copiouſneſs and luxuriance of Mrs. Rowe. This, however, is not 
all their praiſe; they have laboured to add to her brightneſs of imagery, * 
purity of ſentiments. The poets have had Dr. Watts before their eyes; 
_ writer, who, if he ſtood not in the firſt claſs of genius, compenſated that detect 
by a ready application of his powers to the promotion of piety. The 9 
to employ the ornaments of romance in the decoration of religion, was, I think, 
2 made WY Mr, Boyle's Anden of Theodora; bur Beyle's philoſophical 
. 2 2 ſtudies 
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1 1 E 1756. | ſtudies did not allow fifer] time for the cultivation of ſtyle ; and the completion 
. 5 c the great deſign was reſerved for Mrs. Rote. Dr. Watts was one of the 


tat. 
2 firſt who taught the Diſſenters to write and ſpeak like other men, by ſhewing 


__ 5 | them that elegance might conſiſt with piety. They would have both done 
r = honour to a better ſociety, for they had that charity which might well make 
their failings be forgotten, and with which the whole Chriſtian world might 
with for communion. They were pure from all the hereſies of an age, to 
which every opinion is become a ene that the univerſal church has 
5 i hitherto deteſted ! - | 4 
5 9 85 : - ZR Th praiſe, the general intereſt of inknkind requires to be oiven to writers 

| who pleaſe and do not corrupt, who inſtruct and do not weary. But to them 


\ 


1! if =. , all human eulogies are vain, whom I believe applauded 3 and num- 
_ |  bered with the juſt.” /Aw SSMHIAA of Ut, ron lorry 44 lo bed wie i 
Mi | be . againſt Mr. Jonas Hanway's violent attack upon that 
| EY | elegant and popular beverage, ſhews how very well a man of genius can write 
= . | 5 upon the ſlighteſt ſubject, when he writes, as the Italians ſay, con amore: 1 
xz - ſuppoſe no perſon ever enjoyed with more reliſh the infuſion of that fragrant leaf 
0 than Johnſon. The quantities which he drank of it at all hours were ſo great, 
«| that his nerves muſt have been uncommonly ſtrong, not to have been extremely 


CPL ri ee 
* 1 2 
> 


alt 
* 


1 8 . * 2 2 ＋ you be — relaxed by N an intemperate uſe of it. He affured me, that he never felt 
= ity lo : iu N. ie leaſt inconvenience from it; which is a proof that the fault of his conſt} 
"1 72 All. 249 22 fution was rather a too great tenſion of fibres, than the contrary. Mr. Hanway 
j 7 6447 2 e e Have fuel, wrote an angry anſwer to Johnſon's review of his Eſſay on Tea, and Johnſon, 
j , s Hh FOR, — "oe a full and deliberate pauſe, made a reply to it; the only inſtance, I 


E . . eg believe, in the whole courſe of his life, when he condeſcended to oppoſe 
3 refer 4 * his little ee, he was ever r aware of the high ſentiment of * 


OI ETD 
* 7 


— 


. 


—— — ͤ wCn— 


rr 


e 


— 


» 2 u y thing that was written againſt him. I ſuppoſe when he thought of any 


8 


2 
3 | Ajax i in Ovid. 1 2 e | = 
_— —_ „ N tulit pretium jam m nunc certaminis hujus, - 4 


4 Wi, cam vicrus erit, n certaſſe feretur.” | Ws - 


15 
* 


But, 1 the good Mr. Hanway lad himſelf fo open to Wienke, that 
J ohnſon's animadverſions upon his" attack were chiefly to make ſport. - 

i; =—_ The generoſity with which he pleads the cauſe of Admiral Byng is highly 
| —_—_ - 5 to the honour of his heart and ſpirit, Though Daltaire affects to be A be witty 
| upon the fate of that unfortunate officer, obſerving that he was ſhot © pour 


_ encourager les autres,” the nation has long been ſatisfied that his life was ſacrificed 
2 . N to 
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to the political fervour of the mb: In the vault belonging to the Torrington | 


family, in the church of Southill, in Bedfordſhire, there is the following 2 47. 
| n upon his monument, which 1 have tranſcribed : ' 


cc To 1 THE PERPETUAL DiscRAce 
c or PUBLICK JUSTICE, | 
e Taz HoNOURABLE Jon Bync, Esq. 
c ©, ADMIRAL or THE BTux, 
ce FELL A MARTYR: TO POLITICAL 
c PyrgncUTION, | 
* MARCH 14, IN THE YEAR, 1757; 
cc WHEN BRAVERY AND LovALTY 
© WERE INSUFFICIENT © SECURITIES: 
© FoR THE LIE and Honour or 
& A” Navar Orrices,” 


Johnſon' 8 moll exquiſt critical eſlay | in the Literary Magaz ine, and indeed 
. any where, is his review of Soame Jennings“ Sp Inquiry into the Origin of 
Evil.“ Jennings was ne of lively talents, and a ſtyle eminently pure 


With a light ſab; ect, « either in proſe or 


verſe ; but when he fpeculated + on that moſt difficult and excruciating queſtion, «<- 
the Origin of Evil, he “ ventured far beyond his depth, and, accordingly, 
was expoſed by Johnſon, both with acute argument and brilliant wit. I remem- 
ber when the late Mr. Bicknell's humourous performance, entitled “ The 
Muſical Travels of Joel Collyer, in which alight attempt is made to ridicule 


face ohnſon, was aſcribed to Soame Jennings, Ha! (faid Johnſon), I thought I 
ad had given him enough of it.“ A. C, Hef . munen, b. 


His triumph over Jennings is thus deſcribed by my friend Mr. Courtenay in 


a his © Poetical Review of the literary and moral Character of Dr. Johnſon,” a 
| performance of ſuch merit, that had I not been honoured with a very kind: 
and partial notice in it, I ſhould echo the ſentiments of men of the firſt taſte. 


loudly i in its praiſe: £3 


« When ſpecious ſophiſts with Na FRE 

« The ſource of evil hidden ſtill from man; 

« Revive Arabian tales, and vainly hope 

« To rival St. John, and his ſcholar Pope: 

« Though metaphyſicks fpread the gloom. of night, 
By reaſon's ſtar he guides our aching fight ; 


« The 
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"oe | | 1786. « The bounds of knowledge marks, and points the * 
WS RTF. - o pathleſs waſtes, where wilder'd ſages ſtray; _ 
8 J ce Where, like a farthing lipk-boy, Jengings ſtands, 1 
Aa de dim torch drops From m his {ble hands,” # * 


This year Mr. William Payne, brother of the reſpectable bookſeller of "A 
name, publiſhed © An Introduction to the Game of Draughts,” to which 
8 ? ws Johnſon contributed a Dedication to the Earl of Rochford,* and a Preface,* 
_ 4-4; both of which are admirably adapted to the treatiſe to which they are prefixed, 
= an Johnſon, I believe, did not play at draughts after leaving College, by which 
8 he ſuffered, for it would have afforded him an innocent ſoothing relief from 
oe the melancholy which diſtreſſed him ſo often. I have heard him regret that he 
Loring - had not learnt to play at cards; and the game of draughts we know is pecu- 

+ rk ＋ larly calculated to fix the attention without ſtraining it. There is a compoſure 
WY and gravity in draughts which inſenſibly tranquilliſes the mind; and, accord- 


a 5 ) ingly, the Dutch are fond of it, as they are of ſimoaking, of the eve AA 


- « Some time ds Dr. Jobafon's death there apppeard in the newſpaptts and magazines an. 9, 
8 . 31liberal and petulant attack upon him, in the form of an Epitaph, under the name of Mr. Soame A 
, * Lu. Jennings, very unworthy of that gentleman, who had quietly ſubmitted to the critical laſh while bf 
A ax wth 4. Johnſon lived. It aſſumed, as characteriſticks of him, all the vulgar circumſtances of abuſe which |}; 1 
— * C. Y had circulated amongſt the ignorant. It was an unbecoming indulgence of puny reſentment, at a Peck 

L . time when he himſelf was at a very advanced age, and had a near proſpect of deſcending to 
3 uu the grave. I was truly ſorry for it; for he was then become an avowed, and (as my Lord 
3 1 3 ey Biſhop of London, who had a ſerious converſation with him on the ſubject, aſſures me) a ſincere 
e. a 8 17 Chriſtian, He could not expect that Johnſon's numerous friends would patiently bear to have the 
| beat Ku *74 memory of their maſter ſtigwatiaed by no mean pen, but that at leaſt one would be found to retort, 
4 r —— Accoxdingly, this unjuſt and ſarcaſtick Epitaph was met in the ſame publick field by an anſwer, Be” „ 
0 1 1 S hat and ſuch as wanton provocation e 5 ur 4 


. „rA R. . 


— 


; ce Prepared for creature not quite dead yer, 


4 HERE lies a little ugly nauſeous elf, 

% Who judging only from its wretched felf, 

« Feebly attempted, petulant and vain, 

«© The Origin of Evil,” to explain. 

„A mighty Genius at this elf diſpleas'd, 

** With a ſtrong critick graſp the urchin ſqueez'd, 
| « For thirty years its coward ſpleen it kept, 
* Till in the duſt the mighty Genius ſlept; 3 1 

Then ſtunk and fretted in expiring ſnuff, T 7 : ; w 
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ende of which, though he himſelf never ſmoaked, he had a high opinion“. 


Beſides, there is in draughts ſome exerciſe of the faculties ; and, accordingly, 3 47s 


Johnſon wiſhing to dignify the ſubject in his Dedication with what is moſt 
eſtimable in it, obſerves, Triflers may find or make any thing a trifle ; but 


ſince 1t is the great charaQeriſtic| of a wiſe man to ſee events in their cauſes, to 


obviate conſequences, and aſcertain contingencies, your Lordſhip will think 
nothing a trifle by which the mind is inured to caution, foreſight, and cir- 


cumſpection. 


As one of the little cata advantages wich he did not diſdain to take 


2 his pen, as a man whoſe profeſſion was literature, he this year accepted of 
a guinea from Mr. Robert Dodſley, for writing the introduction to « The 


ondoh Chronicle,” an evening newſpaper ; and even in ſo ſlight a per- 
| ee exhibited peculiar talents. This Chronicle ſtill ſubſiſts, and from 
what I obſerved, when J was abroad, has a more extenſive circulation upon the 


_ Continent than any of the Engliſh newſpapers. It was conſtantly read by 

Johnſon himſelf; and it is but juſt to obſerve, that it has all along been diſ- 
tinguiſhed for good ſenſe, accuracy, moderation, and delicacy. 

Another inſtance of the ſame nature has been communicated to me by the 


3 Reverend Dr. Thomas Campbell, who has done himſelf conſiderable credit 
by his own writings, © Sitting with Dr. Johnſon one, Parping lc he aſked 


me if J had known Dr. Madden, who was authoyr of the premum-ſcheme 


in Ireland. On my anſwering in the affirmative, and alſo that I had for 


ſome years lived in his neighbourhood, &c. he begged of me that when I 
returned to Ireland, I would endeavour to procure for him a poem of Dr. 
Madden's, called © Boulter's Monument.” The reaſon. (faid he) why I wiſh 
| for it, is this: when Dr. Madden came to London, he ſubmitted that work 
to my caſtigation ; ;. and I remember I blotted a great many lines, and might 
have blotted many more, without making the poem the worſe. However, 
the Doctor was very thankful, and very generous, for he gave me ten guineas, 
which was to me at that time a great ſum.” 


He this year reſumed his ſcheme of giving an edition of e with 


notes. He iſſued Propofals of conſiderable length, in which he ſhewed that 
he perfectly well knew what a variety of reſearch ſuch an undertaking required; 
but his indolence prevented him from purſuing it with that diligence which 
alone can collect thoſe ſcattered facts that genius, however acute, penetrating, 


and luminous, cannot diſeover by its own force. It is remarkable, that at 


9 Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3d edit. p. 48. 


"2 @* 
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, _— this t time his fancied activity vas for the moment ſo vigorous, chat he 

Ang. promiſed his work ſhould be publiſhed before Chriſtmas, 1757. Yet nine 

= years elapſed before it ſaw the light. His throes in bringing it forth had 

1 | OW been ſevere and remittent, and at laſt we may almoſt conclude that the Cæſarian 

= gs operation was performed by the knife of Churchill, whoſe upbraiding fire, I 
dare tay, made Johnſon's friends urge him to diſpatch. Oo 


= iS jw of | He for ſubſcribers bates his hook, . 2 6 
—_ ASL DR „And takes your caſh; but where's. the begk 7 . | 
= | | — „ „No matter where; wiſe fear, you know, | rs 
Forbids the robbing of a foe; Wat 
2 « But what, to ſerve our private ends, 5 n 
„ © Forbids the cheating of our friends | e 


i bers e | 7 
"About this period he Was offered a living of conſiderable value i in Tinooln- 


thre, if he were inclined to enter into holy orders. It was a rectory in the 
Rift of Mr. Langton, the father of his much valued friend. But he did not 
Co» ; accept of it; partly I believe from a conſcientious motive, being perfuaded 
, (he 3 7 2 . that his temper and habits rendered him unfit for that aſſiduous and familiar 
| 3 5 inſtruction of the vulgar and ignorant, which he held to be an eſſential duty 
1 K in a clergyman; and partly becauſe his love of a London life was ſo ſtrong, 
. = UE that he would have thoug ght himſelfyan exile in any other place, particularly on | 
8 ii: reſiding in the country. Whoever would wiſh to ſee his thoughts upon 
„„ that ſubject diſplayed in their full force, may peruſe the Adventurer, No. 126. 
N | 175). In 1757 it does not appear that he publiſhed any thing, except ſome of 
thoſe articles in the Literary Magazine, which have been mentioned. That 
magazine, after Johnſon ceaſed to write in it, gradually declined, though the - 
popular epithet of Antigallican was added to it; and in July 1758 it expired. 
„ 7 He probably prepared a part of his Shakſpeare this year, and he dictated a 
9 ſpeech on the ſubject of an Addreſs to the Throne, after the expedition to 
Fg Rochfort, which was delivered by one of his friends, I know not in what 
Publick meeting. It is printed in the Gentleman's Magazine for October 
1785 as his, and bears ſufficient marks of authenticity. 
By the favour of Mr. Walker, of the Treafury, Dublin, I have obtained 
A copy of the following letter from Johnſon to the venerable authour of 
«6s * Difſertations on the For of Ireland,” 
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r To Cans Q” Cowen, 2 ey e 


©: cc 1 MP lately,” bY the FINELY of Mr. Faulkner, den your account 


of 5 and cannot forbear to ſolicit a proſecution of your deſign. Sir 
William Temple complains that Ireland is leſs known than any other country, 
as to its ancient ſtate. The natives have had little leiſure, and little encourage- 


ability). 
ce I have long withed that the Iriſh nn were cultivated. Ireland is 


the revolutions of a people ſo ancient, and once ſo illuſtrious. 


ment for enquiry ; and firangers, not Knowing the lay guage, hare had. no . _ 


known by tradition to have been once the ſeat of piety and learning; and 
ſurely it would be very acceptable to all thoſe who are curious either in the 
original of nations, or the affinities of Languages, to be fu rther informed of 


« What relation there is between the Welch and Iriſh languages, or between 


the language of Ireland and that of Biſcay, deſerves enquiry. Of theſe pro- 
vincial and unextended tongues, it ſeldom happens that more than one are 
underſtood by any one man; and, therefore, it ſeldom happens that a fair 
compariſon can be made. I hope you will continue to cultivate this kind of 
i learning. which has lain too long neglected, and which, if it be ſuffered to 
remain in oblivion for another century, may, perhaps, never be retrieved. 
As I wiſh well to all uſeful undertakings, I would not forbear to let you know 


how. much you deſerve, in my opinion, from all lovers of mas and. how | 


The much n your work has given to, Sir, 


« Your moſt obliged 
1 And moſt bends PEER 
« London, Apr. 9, 75. San, Jonnsow,” 


. 


To the Reverend Mr. Tromas Warron. 
1 Dran SIR, | 


& DR. Maxszti of Padua, a learned gentleman, and So Latin 
15 poet, ik a mind to ſee £ Oxford. I have given him a letter to Dr. MN? 


Oxford. 9722 e Py E 


* « Now, or t, are d 1 — 2 3 for 3 


. 4 
Aa | « Tam 


and ſh ad if you will introduce him, and ſhew him any thi | „ 
I dr if 7 . — 
2 


3 


77 
1959 © Tam printing my new 4 of Shakſpeare. | 

| 4471 long to ſee you all, but cannot conveniently come yet. You might 
=_- - | write to me now and then, if you were good for any ny thing. But Honores 


Etat. 48. 
mutant mores. Profeſſors _ their friends *, 4 F 1 1 858 Se to 
Miſs Jones:. Iam | 
| | IT : | ce « You, . erties alert 
[London, ] June 21, 1754- r sau. 1 TIT 


4 Pleaſe to make my compliments to Mr. Wiſe,” 


Mr. Burney EM encloſed to him an extract from the fits of 5 EY 
Dictionary in the Bibliotbegue des Savans*, and a liſt of ſubſcribers to his 
Shakſpeare, which Mr. gs, had procured in Norfolk, Lode wrote e the following 
anſwer: 


TIF, 


| „ 4 a 8 Mr. e in FR mee, W - 
| cc S1R, 5 Elk from 3 wy Sar” A Cn rt 0 oa pf 
on THAT 1 may ſhow myſelf ſenſible of your . favours, 455 not 
commit the ſame fault a ſecond 1 time, I make haſte to anſwer the letter which 
I received this morning. The truth is, the other likewiſe was received, and 
I wrote an anſwer; but being deſirous to tranſmit you ſome propoſals and 
/ {od receipts, I waited till I could find a convenient conveyance, and day Was 
(a4 2 paſſed after day, till other things drove it from my thoughts, yet not ſo, but 
er. that I remember with great pleaſure your commendation of my Dictionary. 
, Your praiſe was welcome, not only becauſe I believe it was fincere, but becauſe 2 
praiſe has been very ſcarce. A man of your candour will be ſurpriſed when I ju/ 
of tell you, that among all my acquaintance there were only two, who upon the / . 
publication of my book did not endeavour to depreſs me with threats of cen- 
—_—  _. fure from the publick, or with objections learned from thoſe who had learned = 
= „ them from my own Preface. Yours is the only letter of — that I 23 


2 « Mr. Wiiton was | defied Profeſſor of Poetry at Oxford in the preceding year.” | 

3.46 Miſs Jones lived at Oxford, and was often of our parties. She was a very ingenious 
poeteſs, and publiſhed a volume of poems; and, on the whole, was à moſt ſenſible, agreeable, and 
amiable woman, She was fiſter of the. Reverend Riyer Jones, Chanter of Chrift Church cathedral 
—_ at Oxford, and Johnſon uſed to call her the Chantreſe. I have heard him r addreſs her in this 
—_ paſſage from II PexseRo0807 | s 
_— # 5 35 „ Chantreſz, oft he 15 eng | 
* Il oo,“ 2 Ss 

— %%% WW died 3 nd lu Al A. 4 Tom. III. p- 452, | 4 

- | | ave 
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have received, though, indeed I am e ſomething of chat ſort from 
Sweden. | 
„ How my new edition 5 will be received ' know not; the ſubſcription has 

not been very ſucceſsful. I ſhall publiſh about March. 

4 If you can direct me how to ſend propoſals, I ſhould wiſh that they were 
in ſuch hands, 
2 67Þ member, Sir, in Gow of the firſt letters with which you favoured 
me, you mentioned ygur lady. May I enquire after her? In return for the 
favours which you have ſhewn me, it is not much to tell you, that [ with you 
and her all that can conduce to your happineſs. I am, Sir, 

« Your moſt obliged | 2 
ce And moſt humble ſervant, 


0  Gough-luare, Dee 24, 1757. 8 15 SAM. Jonxson.” 


Fi 


In 1758 we find him, it ſhould "WY in as eaſy and pleaſant a ſtate of 
exiſtence, as conſtitutional unhappineſs ever permitted him to FRF. 


; 22 Mr. Buzxzr, at Lynne, n 
ce * SIR, . 


„ YOUR kindneſs is fo great, and my claim to any bp 


5 from you ſo little, that I am at a loſs how to expreſs my ſenſe of your 
favours *; but I am, indeed, much pleaſed to be thus diſtinguiſhed by you. 
J am aſhamed to tell you that my Shakſpeare will not be out ſo ſoon as 


I promiſed my ſubſcribers; but I did not promiſe them more than I promiſed 


myſelf. It will, however, be publiſhed before ſummer. 


I have ſent you a bundle of propoſals, which, I think, do not profes 


more than I have hitherto performed. I haye printed many of the plays, and 
have hitherto left very few paſſages unexplained ; where I am quite at a loſs, 
I confeſs my ignorance, which is ſeldom done by commentators. 


I have, likewiſe, incloſed twelve receipts 3. ; not that I mean to impoſe : 
upon you the trouble of puſhing them with more importunity than may ſeem 


proper, but that you may rather have more than fewer than you ſhall want. 


The propoſals you will diſſeminate as there ſhall be opportunity. I once 
printed them at length in the cee and ſome of my ien (1 believe 


we * 


5 of Shakſpeare. | 
This letter was an anſwer to one in which was encloſed a draft for the payment of ſome ſub= 
ion to his — | 
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„ THE 117 E or b JOHNSON. | 
758. Mr. Marphy; who: formerly wrote the Gray 's-Inn Journal) mee dem 


tat. 1 with a ſplendid encomium. | 
. 9. 51 cc Since the Life of Browne, 1 have been a little i 4 Gr ame 1 


| time, in the Literary Magazine, but not very lately. J have not the collection 
by me, and therefore cannot draw out a catalogue of my own parts, but will 
do it, and ſend it. Do not buy them, for I will gather all thoſe that have any 
thing of mine in them, and ſend them to Mrs. Burney, as a ſmall. token of 
| din for the regard which ſhe is pleaſed to bene * me. 1 ans r | 
7 * Your moſt obliged : 5 
5 1 And maſt humble kae. 15 1 tt; L 
* London, March 8, 1758. e e Sau. enten. 


Dr. B urney has kind Ee me U ns following memorandum, » Which 
I take the liberty to inſert in his own genuine eaſy ſtyle. 1 love to exhibit 
ſketches of my illuſtrious friend by various eminent hands. | 
Soon after this, Mr. Burney, during a viſit to the capital, had an inter- 
view with him in Gough-ſquare, where he dined and drank tea with him, and 
was introduced to the acquaintance of Mrs. Williams. .. After dinner, Mr. 
| Johnſon propoſed to Mr. Burney to go up with him into his garret, which 
being accepted, he there found about five or fix Greek folios, a deal writing- 
deſk, and a chair and a half. Johnſon giving to his gueſt the entire ſeat, 
tottered himſelf on one with only three legs and one arm. Here he gave Mr. 
Burney Mrs. Williams's hiſtory, and ſhewed him ſome volumes of his Shak- 
ſpeare already printed, to prove that he was in earneſt. Upon Mr. Burney's 
opening the firſt volume, at the Merchant of Venice, he obſerved to him, 
that he ſeemed to be more ſevere on Warburton than Theobald. O poor 
'Tib. ! (faid Johnſon) he was ready knocked down to my hands ; Warburton 
ſtands between me and him.“ Bur, Sir, (faid Mr. Burney,) you'll have 
Warburton upon your bones, won't you? No, Sir; he'll not come out: 
. growl in his den. But you think, Sir, that Warburton is a ſupe- : 
a Tren critick to Theobald YO, Sir, he'd make two-and-fifty Theobalds, cut 1 
8 into ſlices! The worſt of Warburton i is, that he has a rage for ſaxi . 
| gz when there's nothing to be ſaid. Mr. Burney then aſkedhim whether 
2 hore '6 {een the letter which Warburton had written in anſwer to a pamphlet 
112 Wee” addrefſed © To the moſt impudent Man alive.” He anſwered in the negative. 
ho — Mr. Burney told him it was ſuppoſed to be written by Mallet. The contro- 
4. — 5 erſy now raged between the friends of Pope and Bolingbroke; and Warburton 


* Mallet were the leaders of the ſeveral parties. Mr. Burney aſked him — 
7 


— 
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i he had ſeen Warburton's book againſt Bolingbroke's Philoſophy ? | 'F No, 1788. 


Sir; I have never read u eee 8 TY and therefore am not. intereſted . y 6 vi- „ 
| about its confutation.” W y Fd 0 
On the fifteenth of April he began a new periodical 50, entitled « TE „ 
loras; which came out every Saturday in a weekly newſpaper, call called The 
_ Univerſal Chronicle, or Weekly Gazette,” publiſhed by Newberry. Theſe 
eſſays were continued till April 5, 1760. Of one hundred and three, their 
total number, twelve were contributed by his friends; of which, Numbers 34, 
93, and 96, were written by Mr. Thomas Warton; No. 67 by Mr. Langton; 
and No. 76, 79, and 82 by Sir J6ſhua Reynolds; the concluding words of 
No. 82, © and pollute his canvas in ei FT being added by Johnſon, 
"9p Sir Joſhua informed mee. 
The Iprzx is Een tis work of che ſame Wind which produced the 
. Kaedran; but has leſs body, and more ſpirit. It has more variety of real life, 
and greater facility of f language. He deſcribes the miſeries of idleneſs, with 
che lively ſenſations of one who had felt them; and in his private memo- 
randums while engaged i in it, we find <« This year I hope to learn diligence 7.” 
Many of theſe excellent eſſays were written as haſtily as an ordinary letter. 
5 Langton remembers Johnſon, when on a viſit at Oxford, aſking him one 
evening how long it was till the poſt went out; and on being told about half 
an hour, he exclaimed, © then we ſhall do very well.” He upon this inſtantly 
A fat down and finiſhed an Idler, which it was neceſſary ſhould be in London 
1 — the next day. Mr. Langton having ſignified a with to read it, © Sir, (ſaid he) 
Fou ſhall not do more than I have done N 1 He then folded i it up, and 
ſent! it off 
Vet there arg in the Idler El papers which ſhew as much e of 
bug, nꝗi our of language, as any of this great man's writings. No. 14, 
«Robbery of time; No. 24, Thinking; No. 41, © Death of a friend; 
No. 43, Flight of time; No. 51, © Domeſtick greatneſs unattainable ;” 
No. 52, « Self-denial;” No. 58, „Actual, how ſhort of fancied excellence; 
1 No.9, Phyſical evil moral good ;” and his concluding paper on © The 
. horrour of the laſt,” will prove this aſſertion. I know not why a motto, the uſual 
trapping of periodical papers, is prefixed to very few of the Idlers, as I have 
heard Johnſon commend the cuſtom ; and he never could be at · a loſs for one, 
his memory being ſtored with innumerable paſſages of the claſſicks. In this 
feries of n we extubits admirable inſtances of are hu mour, of which he had 
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158. an uncommon ſhare. Nor on ſome occaſions has. he. repreſſed chat power ver of- 
A ſophiſtry which he poſſeſſed 1 in ſo eminent a degree. In No. 11, he treats with 
, the utmoſt contempt the opinion that our mental fulties depend; in ſome * 

5 "© degree, upon the weather; an opinion, which they who have never experienced 

e its truth are not to be envied, and of which he himſelf oould not but be 
ae ſenſible, as the effects of weather upon him were very viſible. . Yet thus he 
e dͥͤcclaims: © Surely, nothing is more reproachful to a being endowed with 
8 reaſon, than to reſign its powers to the influencc of the air, and live in depen- 
1 ö dance on the weather and the wind for the only bleſſings which N ature has 
b. 


0 1 1 . Py os 
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put into our power, tranquillity and benevolence.——This dui 
is produced only by imagination operating on luxury. To temperance, every 
day is bright; ; and every hour is propitious to diligence, | He that ſhall. reſo- 
„ lutely excite his faculties, or exert his virtues, will ſoon, make himſelf ſuperiofir 4 | 
do the ſeaſons; and may ſet at defiance the morning miſt and He Frening Garop, 
| the bliſts of the caſt, and the clouds of the ſouth. . 
Alas! jt is too certain, that where the frame has N Cites. ad ther 
2 is a fine ſenſibility, ſuch influences of the air are irreſiſtible. He might as well 
= ter, yl ve bid defiance to the ague, the pally, and all other bodily diſorders. Such 
4 b 


: oaſting of the force of mind i is falſe elevation. 0d offers. e K.. — mh . 
* 
2 e, FER oy I think the Romans call it Stoiciſim,” 1 01 : | Laws 


174 2 be ti But i in this number of his Idler his ſpirits ſem to run riot; for in the wanton- wb 
fer. bes neſs of his diſquiſition he forgets, for a moment, even the reverence for that which u dun. 
22 he held in high reſpect; and deſeribes « the attendant on a Court,” as one © whoſe Ii. 
” buſineſs i is to watch the looks of a being, weak and fooliſh as him! 
His unqualified ridicule of rhetorical geſture or action is not, ſurely, 3 teſt 
of truth; yet we cannot help admiring how well it is adapted to produce the 
effect which he wiſhed. Neither the judges of our laws, nor the repre- 
ſentatives of our people, would be much affected by laboured geſticulation, 
, or believe any man the more becauſe he rolled his eyes, or puffed his cheeks, 
or ſpread abroad his arms, or ſtamped the ground, or thumped his breaſt, 
or turned his eyes ſometimes to the cieling, 1 ſometimes to the floor. 
A caſual coincidence with other Writers, or an adoption of a ſentiment or. 
image which has A found. i in the writings of another, and afterwards appears . 
which could ſupply his his page abundantly on all occaſions, * the ſtrength. of 
his memory, w which at once detected the real owner of any tho ught, made 
him leſs Able to the mputafion of plagiariſm than, perhaps, any of our 
4 wr iter 8. 
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writers. In the Idler, however, there is a paper, in which converſation 1 is 17 
aſſimilated to a bowl of punch, whete there is the ſame train of compariſon Eat 
as in a poem by Blacklock, in his collection publiſhed in 1756; in which a 


n is GEE drawn between human life and that liquor, | It ends, 


. e Say then, "phyſicians of each kind, 2 935 
Who cure the body of the mind, . 

e What harm in drinking can there eu. 
to ls NP Since punch and life ſo well agree? $8 


| Tc 0 the Idler, when collected in volumes, he added at the Eſſay on 
Epitaphs, and the Diſſertation 0h thoſe of = an n Elf on the 1221 of 
the ee common Soldliets. e e 


49. 
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„ YOUR notes upon. [na poet Here very deveputit I beg that 
you will be ſo kind as-to continue you? ſearches: It will be. reputable to my 
work, and ſuitable to your profeſſorſhip, to hade ſomething of yours in the 
notes. As you have given no directions about. your name, I ſhall therefore: 
put it. T wiſh your brother would take the fame trouble. A commentary 
mult ariſe from the fortuitous diſcoveries of many men in deyious walks of 
literature. Some of your, remarks are on plays already printed: by but T purpoſe. : 

_ to add an Appendix of Notes, ſo that nothing comes too late. 

ce You give yourſelf too much uneaſineſs, dear Sir, about the loſs of the | 
1 2. The loſs is nothing, if nobody has found them; nor even then, 
perhaps, if the numbers be known. You. are not the only friend that has had 
the fame miſchance. You may repair your want out of a ſtock, which is 
depoſited with Mr. Allen, of M agdalen-Hall ; or out of a parcel which I 
have juſt ſent to Mr. Chambers , for the uſe of any body that will be ſo kind 
as to want them. Mr. * are well; and Miſs Roberts, whom I have 
at laſt brought to ſpeak, upon the men which you gave me, that ſhe 


bad ſomething to 5 
* I am, &c. 


1 S April 14, 1758. © Sam. Jokxsox.“ 


20 Receipts for Shakſpeare.” 9 3 | & 
9 © Then of Lincoln College. Now Sir Robert 1 one oof the woes? in India.” 


To 
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oy of ya Wo VO x" 5 51 50 ul rn 
3 Tut 49. > 5 Sie 2 e., oh Wo bead 9.69 7: 
188 - e DzAx Six, i cht ele wa nec 
—_ - „ YOU will We this by Mr. Danes a hs ticularly 
3 © intitled to the notice and kindneſs of the profeſſor of poeſy. He has time 
3 but for 2 ſhort ſtay, and will be glad to have it Aled Ph vr. as much as he 
1 | c In recommending FR ng to your "IL I ought. not to omit. thanks 
—_- „ for the kindneſs which you have ſhewn'to N Have 55 8 more yotes 
=. on Shakſpeare ? I ſhall be glad of them. 
_ = ; = en pupil ſometimes; his W exalted; a ebe. l 1 am 
=— > V - "hi afraid of him; but he is no leſs amiable than formidable. He vil, it 
=. | the forwardneſs of his ſpring be not blaſted, be a credit to you, and to the 


_ Univerſity. He brings ſome of my plays * with him, which he has my 
| PET to ſhew you, on condition you will hide them MP every body 


mw „ . 
69 dee eee _ I am, ear Sir LY . 
6 Contr) Jan mw_ 1 1 * . Sam, TJonvon,”. 


4759. In 7 59, in * , of „ae. his We 43 at the. great age of 
> ninety? an event which deeply affected him, not that « his mind had acquired 
| U 3 & no firmnefs by the contemplation of mortality *, 7,” but that his. reverential 
affection for her was not abated by years, as indeed he retained all his tender 
"os 2 feelings even to the lateſt p period of his life. I have been told that he regretted 
5 5 ?. much his not having gone to viſit his mother for ſeveral years previous to her 
ve. death. But he was conſtantly engaged in literary labours, which. confined 

Ws Le him to London; and though he had not the comfort % 2 his aged ns 
he contributed liberally to her ſupport, 
Soon after. this eyent, he wrote his RAssxLAs, Pane or FOOT 0 
concerning the publication of which Sir John Hawkins gueſſes vaguely and idly, A 
inſtead of having taken the trouble to inform himſelf with authentick pre- 0 
ciſion. Not to trouble my readers with a repetition of the Knight's reveries, 6 

1 have to mention, that the ate 8 15 Strahan the printer told me, "that J ohnſon are 


„ Mr. Langton.” . 6: | EE | 22434 „ 
2 «© Part of the impreſſion of the « Shakſpeare, » which Dr. Jobaſon condi aloe, and pubs 2 

Jiſhed by ſubſcription. This edition came out in Lg 8 e . 
ele lun of Johafan, 36g. OY ee 
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wrote it, that with the profits he might defray the expence of his bender s 27 59. 
funeral, and pay ſome little debts, which ſhe had left. He told Sir Joſhua Ten. 50 | 
ter Reynolds that he compoſed it in the evenings of one week, ſent it to the preſs | | e 
wu in portions as it was written, and had never 1 read it over. Mr. Strahan, © rig 2 16. 
| = Mr: Johnſton, and Mr. Dodſley purchaſed it for a hundred pounds, but after- a ä — 
[Sat paid him twenty-five-pounds more when it came to a ſecond edition. ” 1 3 ., ts: 
Conſidering the large ſums which have been received for compilations, and + 2 .,, 8 — We 
hu, works requiring not much more genius than compilations, we cannot but 2 7 2 — — 
ate wonder at the very low price which he was content to receive for this admirable "nas 6477 an 
performance, which, though he had written nothing elſe, would have ed - 
his name immortal in the world of literature None of his writings 
* ſo extenſively diffuſed over Europe; for it has been tranſlated into moſt, * y 
mot all, of the modern languages. V This Tale, with all the charms of oriental 
mimagery, and all the force and beauty of which the Engliſh language is 
capable, leads us through the moſt important ſcenes of human life, and ſhews 
us that this ſtage of our being is full of © vanity and vexation of ſpirit.” 
To thoſe who look no further than the Preſent life, or who maintain that 
human nature has not fallen from the ſtate in which it was created, the 
inſtruction of this ſublime ſtory will be of no avail. But they who think 
8 juſtly, and feel with ſtrong ſenſibility, will liſten with eagerneſs and admiration 
_— Notte and wiſdom.” Voltaire's Canvipe, written to refute the ſyſtem of 
2 , which it has accompliſhed with brilliant ſucceſs, is wonderfully 
5 Grmilar i Kor plan and conduct to Johnſon's RasstLas ; inſomuch, that I have 
heard Johnſon fay, that if they had not been publiſhed ſo cloſely one after the 
other that there was not time for imitation, it would have been in vain to deny 
that the ſcheme of that which came lateſt was taken from the other. Though 
the propoſition illuſtrated by both theſe works was the fame, namely, that in 
our * ſtate there is more evil than good, the intention of the writers was 
very different. Voltaire, I am . meant only by wanton profaneneſs to 
obtain a ſportive victory over religion, and to diſcredit the belief of a ſuper- 
intending Providence: Johnſon meant, by ſhewing the unſatisfactory nature 
of things temporal, to direct the hopes of man to things eternal. Raſſelas, 
as was obſerved to me by a very accompliſhed lady, may be conſidered” as a 
more enlarged and more deeply philoſophical diſcourſe in proſe, upon the 
intereſting truth, which in his # Vanity of human Wiſhes” he had fo ſucceſſ- 
fully enforced in verſe. 
The fund of thinking which this work contains is fuch, that aleilt: every 
ſemence ve it wy furniſh a ſubject of long meditation. I am not ſatisfied if a 
: 5 N 
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1759» 
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a 


year males without my having read it through ; and at every peruſal; | my 


= a ſteady conviction is obtained, that the preſent life is an imperfect ſtate, and 
0 


there will be a continual recurrence of diſappointment and uneaſineſs. But 
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admiration of the mind which produced it is ſo highly raiſed, that I can Ny | 
believe that I had the honour of enjoying the intimacy of ſuch a man. A 

I reſtrain myſelf from quoting paſſages from this excellent work, or even 
referring to them, becauſe I ſhould not know what to ſelect, or, rather, what 
to omit. I ſhall, however, tranſcribe one, as it ſhews how well he could ſtate 2 1 
the arguments of thoſe who believe in the appearance of departed ſpirits, a 
doctrine which it is a miſtake to ſuppoſe that he himſelf ever poſitively held. 

« If all your fear be of apparitions, (ſaid the Prince,) I will promiſe you 
ſafety: there is no danger from __ dead ; te Mor is once buried will be ſeen 
no more. | * 

That the Fay are beni no more l Imlac,) I will not ice 8 
maintain againſt the concurrent and unvaried teſtimony of all ages, and of all 2/69 
nations. There is no people, rude or learned, among whom apparitions of 27, ch 
the dead are not related and believed. T his opinion, which prevails as far as ;/ 
human nature is diffuſed, could become univerſal enly by its trut! its truth ; thoſe that 
never heard of one another, would not have : agreed in a tale "Tale which nothing) 
but experience can make credible. * That it is is doubted by ſingle cavillers, c ban 
very little weaken the general evidence; and ſome who deny it wich their, , | 
tongues, confeſs it by their fears. Le LC, , . Us; 1h e, 

Notwithſtanding the high admiration of Raſſelas, 1 will not maintain that 
the © morbid melancholy” in Johnſon's cenſtitution may not, perhaps, have 
made life appear to him more a and unhappy chan it generally | is; for I 
am ſure that he had leſs enjoyment from it chan J have. Yet, whatever 
additional ſhade his own particular n may have thrown on his repre- 
ſentation of life, attentive obſervation and cloſe inquiry have convinced me, 
thet there is too much of reality in the gloomy picture. The truth, however, 
is, that we judge of the happineſs and miſery of life differently at different 
times, 2 to the ſtate of our changeable frame. I always remember 
a remark made to me by a Turkiſh lady, educated in France, ' * Ma fai, 
| Monfieur, notre bonbeur depend du fagon que notre ſang cir ** This have ! 
learnt from a pretty hard courſe of experience, and would, from ſincere 
benevolence, impreſs upon all who honour this book with a peruſal, that until 


only a paſſage to a better, if we comply with the divine ſcheme of progreſ- 
ive improvement; and alſo that it is a part of the myſterious plan of Provi- 
dence, that intellectual beings muſt © be made perfect through ſuffering ;” 
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2 we Walk with hope In the ne mid-day b gl revelation, our temper and 1759. 
"diſpoſition will be ſuch, ,. that d the comforts and enjoyments In our way will be 1 50. 
"reliſhed; while | we patiently ly fupport the inconveniencies and pains. After of, att 
"much Tpecnlation and various fealonings, I acknowledge _ convinced of @A a 
the truth of Voltaire's concluſion, Apres tout c FN un monde Pals But we. Eg 


. hel notre? | e 28 


« Where ignorance is blifs, A tis folly to be wiſe,” 


is, in many reſpects, more than poetically juſt. Let us cultivate, under the 

command of good principles, © La theorie des feyations agrtables ;”' and, as 

Mr, Burke once admirably counſelled a grave and anxious gentleman, live 
pleaſant.” 2 AL Au eg . . K 7 e, e. 
The effect of Raſſelas, and of Johnſon' s other moral tales, f 18 chus beauti- . 


9 3 


fully iluſtrated by Mr. Courtenay : : 925 

EIS 70 Impreſſve truth in ſplendid fiction dreſt, | NS : 
ee e the vain wiſh, and calms the bb brealt; | 

Oer the dark mind a light celeſtial throws, : 1 


ce And ſooths the angry paſſions to repoſe; 
5 « As oil effus d illumes and ſmooths the __ 
en When round the bark the Tong ſurges Iweep *. 2 2 


Ib will be acne, that during all this year he e on his IoIER 7, 
and, no douby was ee though ſlowly, in his ay of Shakſpexre 
He, 


= — —SDP and moral Charakter of Dr. Johnſon. E 

5 'This paper was in ſuch high eſtimation before it was collected into volumes, that it was ſeized 
on with avidity by various publiſhers of newſpapers and magazines, to enrich their publications. 
Johnſon, to put a ſtop to this unfair proceeding, wrote for the Univerſal Chronicle the following 

e REG in which there is, perhaps, more pomp of words than the occaſion demanded : 
London, January 5. 1759. Advertiſement. The proprietors of the paper entitled © The 
Idler, having found that thoſe eſſays are inſerted in the newſpapers and magazines with ſo little 
. regard to juſtice or decency, that the Univerſal Chronicle, in which they firſt appear, is not always 
mentioned, think it neceſſary to declare to the publiſhers of thoſe collections, that however patiently 
they have hitherto endured theſe injuries, made yet more injurious by contempt, they have now 
determined to endure them no longer. They have already ſeen eſſays, for which a very large price 
is paid, transferred, with the moſt ſhameleſs. rapacity, into the weekly or monthly compila- 
tions, and their right, at leaſt for the preſent, alienated from them, before they could themſelves 
be ſaid to enjoy it. But they would not willingly be thought to want tenderneſs, even for men 
3 hath been ſnewn. The paſt is without remedy, and ſhall be without 
B. b 2 reſentment. 
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aſt a 1 in 9 fon time to tranſlate for Mrs. Len 
Engliſn verſion of Brumoy, A red on the r Comedys fe and 
the General Concluſion of the bock. * 801 ITEC f 

_ I would aſcribe to this year the Slowing lo to a bon of mes: of is early 
- Heath at Lichfield, Mr. Joſeph. Simpſon; Barriſter' and authour of '2 track 
entitled . on 2 8 18 6 of we Law.” 
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ap) Dran 9755 _ bs „ 4 
& YOUR father's s  inexor Hoes i not Vat Seel Pit” amazes me: 4 
173 is your father : he was always accounted a wiſe man; nor do I remember 
any thing to the diſadvantage of his good "nature; but in his, refuſal to aſſiſt 
you there is neither good-nature, fatherhood, nor wiſdom. It is the practice 
of good-nature to overlook faults; which have. already, by the, conſequences, 
puniſhed the delinquent, It is natural for a father to think more favourably 
than others of his children ; 3 and it is always wiſe to N nee while 
a little help will prevent the neceſſity of greater. 3 55 
If you married imprudently, you. miſcarried at your 0 own | hazard, at an 
age when you had a right of choice. It. would be hard if the man. might. 
not chooſe his own wite, who has a right to plead before 1 the ee * is 


2 
4 * 


hs country. Po 78 37. I vole” 


.c If yours impruc ce has * iffculties and in inconveniences, you are 
yourſelf to ſupport them; and, with the help of a little better health, you 
would ſupport them and conquer them. Surely, that want which accident 
and ſickneſs produces, is to be ſupported i in every region of humanity, though 
there were neither friends nor fathers in the world. Vou have certainly from 
your lather ihe” Sha a of A ee none of nige! and therefore 


l «2 


ele Bot thoſs ks W view hes boch with their geddes ir in 105 bald of their . | 


are henceforward to take notice, that the time of i impunity is at an end, Whoever ſhall, without 
our leave, lay the hand bf rapine upon our papers, is to expect that we ſhall vindicate our due, 
by the means which juſtice preſcribes, and which are warranted by the ĩmmemorial preſcriptions 
of honourable trade. We ſhall lay hold, in our turn, on- their copies, degrade them from the 
pomp of wide margin and diffuſe typography, contraſt them into ai narrow ſpace, and ſell 


them at an humble price; yet not with a view of growing rich by conſiſcations, for we think 


not much better of money got by puniſhment than by erimes. We ſhall, therefore, when our 
loſſes are repaid, give what profit ſhall remain to the Magdalen ; for we know not who can be 
more properly taxed for the ſupport of — — than proſtitutes i in . there yet 
appears neither penitence nor ſhame,” 3 a8 | 
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1 would counſel you to omit no decent nor manly degree of i importunity. Your 1759. 
debts in the whole are not large, and of the whole but a ſmall part is trouble- Fat, 6. 
ſome. Small debts are like ſmall ſhot; they are rattling on every fide, and 
can ſcarcely be eſcaped without a wound: great debts are like cannon; of 
loud noiſe, but little danger. You muſt, therefore, be enabled to diſcharge 
- petty, debts, that you may have leiſure, -with ſecurity, to ſtruggle with the 
reſt. Neither the great nor little debts diſgrace you. I am ſure you have my 
eſteem for the courage with which you contracted them, and the ſpirit with 
which you endure them. I with my eſteem could be of more uſe. I have 1 Lg 
been invited, or have invited myſelf, to ſeveral parts of the kingdom; and 2 
will not incommode my dear Lucy by coming to Lichfield, while her preſent 
lodging is of any uſe to her. I hope in a few days to be at leiſure, and to 
make viſits. Whither I ſhall fly is matter of no importance. A man uncon- - Tr | 
= nected is at home every where ; unleſs he may be ſaid to be at home no where. Ho 
: am an dear Sir, that where you have parents, a man of your merits | 
— l not n an home.  E-wiſh I could give it you. I ks my dear Sis. 
e mas. F-55023 6 eee Pome: We: 
„ e San. Joanson.” 


1 ; x * "up 


; "le now. reficſhed | himſelf by an . to Oxford, of which the follow- 
ing ſhort characteriſtica notice, in his own words, is preſerved: © *** is . 
now making tea for me. I have been in my gown ever ſince I came here. 7 8 _ 
It was at my firſt coming quite new and handſome. I have ſwum thrice, Do , 
which I had diſuſed for many years. 1 have propoſed to Vanſittart* climbing | 1. LA * ” 
. - over the wall, but he has refuſed me. And I have clapped my hands till the 4855 
E 
are ſore, at Dr. King's ſpeech.” 2 „„ | J 
His negro ſervant, Francis Darker; . leſt "Ia 1 beck Gare time at _ 1081 
ſea, not preſſed as has been ſuppoſed, but with his own conſent, it appears | ET, 4 q 
from a letter to John Wilkes, Efq. from Dr. Smollet, that his maſter kindly 4 
intereſted himſelf in procuring his releaſe from a ſtate of life of which Johnſon | 2, [+ | 
always: expreſſed the utmoſt abhorrence. He ſaid, © No man will. be. a ſailor 
who has contrivance enough to get himſelf into a jail ;. for being in a ſhip i is 15 
being in a jail, with the chance of being drowned.” And at another time, 
A man in a jail has more room, better food, and commonly better 


eg ” ann Jerry line Ae, 1 1 88 


6 Dr. Robert Vanſittart, of the ancient 105 reſpeRable family of tae name in Berkſhire: He 
was eminent for learning and worth, and much ellermed by Dr. Johnſon, 
7 Gentleman's Magazine, April 1785. . by 
{6 Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, zd; edit. p. 126; 9 Ibid. p. 271. „ ä 
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FuE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON: 
The letter was as follows: = Rs et eden 3 x 
„ DzaR Sek; OY OED Chelſea, March 16, 1 1759. 


JAM again your petitioner;' in behalf of that great chum* of literature 
S Johnſon. His black ſervant, whoſe name is Francis Barber, has been 


dd on board the Stag Frigate, Captain Angel, and our lexicographer is in 


preſſe 
great diſtreſs. He ſays the boy is a ſickly lad, of a delicate frame; and par- 


ticularly ſubject to a malady in his throat, which renders him very unfit for 
his Majeſty's ſervice. - You know what matter * animoſity the ſaid Johnſon 


has againſt you; and I dare ſay you deſire no opportunity of reſenting 
it than that of laying him under an obligation. He was humble enough to 
defire my aſſiſtance on this occaſion, though he and I were never cater-couſins; 

and I gave him to underſtand that I would make application to my friend 


Mr. Wilkes, who, perhaps, by his intereſt with Dr. Hay and Mr. Elliott, 


might be able to procure the diſcharge of his lacquey. It would be ſuper- 
fluous to ſay more on the ſubject, which I leave to your on conſideration; 


but I cannot let ſlip this opportunity of declaring that I am, with the moſt 


| ien eſteem and attachment, dear Sir, 


5 moſt polite liberality, applied to his friend Sir George Hay, then one of the 


6 ' Or affectionate obliged notable ſervant, 


„ W Suorrzr.“ 


MI. Wilkes, whe _ all pornfinns "Wh aud as a 1 gentleman, with 


Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty; and Francis Barber was diſc „ As 


he has told me, without any wiſh of his own. He recollects the preciſe time 
to be three days before King George II. died. He found his old maſter 


in chambers in the Inner Temple, and returned to his ſervice. 


What particular new ſcheme of life Johnſon had in view this year, 1 have 


not diſcovered; but that he meditated one of ſome ſort, is clear from his 
private devotions, in which we find *, © the change of outward things which 1 


am now to make; and, Grant me the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that the 


_ courſe which I am now beginning may proceed according to thy laws, and 
end in the enjoyment of thy favour.” But he did not, in _ make any 
external or vilible Change, Ai = s 


Had Dr. Smollet been bred at: an Engliſh plat; he nd have known that a chun is 4 
ſtudent who lives with another i N a chamber common to them both. A cham of literature is 
nonſenſe, 11 X.. tv , — 1 . 2, 4 Le AF" - -»/ C (ror < 


hs | ® Prayers and Meditations, p- 30 and 40. —_— . Fr C 1 25 
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THE LIFE OF DR. TOHNSON: 75 % - 
At this time there being a competition among the architects of 185. to 1759. : 
be employed in the building of Blackfriars- bridge, a queſtion was very 5 5 


warmly agitated whether ſemicircular or elliptical arches were preferable. In 
the deſign offered by Mr. Mylne the elliptical form was adopted, and there- 
fore it was the great object of his rivals to attack it. Johnſon's regard for 
his friend Mr. Gwyn induced him to engage in this controverſy againſt Mr. 1 | 
Mylne*; and after being at conſiderable pains to ſtudy the ſubject, he wrote e ; 

OE ſeveral letrers 4 in the Gazetteer, in . to his plan. NT 


N N — . 5 
: | If | 
Pd > , 


3 Sir John Hawkins has given a 1 detail of it, in that manner y, but 8 
called rig marole; in which, amidſt an oſtentatious exhibition of arts and artiſts, he talks of pro- 
_ portions of a column being taken from that of the human figure, and ad juſted by Nature==maſcu- 
line and feminine—in a man, Sefquiotave of the head, and in a woman /#/quinonal;” nor has he 
failed to introduce a jargon. of muſical terms, which do not ſeem much to correſpond with the 
ſubject, but ſerve to make up the heterogeneous maſs, To follow the Knight through all this, E | uh 
would be an uſeleſs fatigue to myſelf, and not a little diſguſting to my readers. TI ſhall, therefore, _,* + * 


only make a few remarks upon his ſtatement. He ſeems to exult in having detected Johnſon in © as 
procuring *<* from a perſon eminently Killed in mathematicks and the principles of architecture, | wy 0 
anſwers to a ſtring of queſtions drawn up by himſelf, touching the comparative ſtrength of ſemi- 5 „„ Wc 
circular and elliptical arches.” Now I cannot conceive how Johanſon could have ated more wiſely.. ns Cone 2 j j 


Sir John complains that the opinion of that excellent mathematician, Mr. Thomas Simpſon did 

not preponderate in favour of the ſemicircular arch. But he ſhould have known, that however 5 | 5 

eminent Mr. Simpſon was in the higher parts of abſtract mathematical ſcience, he was little verſed 5 4 

in mixed and practical mechanicks. Mr. Muller, of Woolwich Academy, the ſcholaſtick father 5 „„ „ 20 

of all the great engineers which this country has employed for forty years, decided the queſtion by co ns mM 1 i 
' 3 clearly in favour of the elliptical arch. . 

It is ungractoufly ſuggeſted, that Johnſon's motive for * Mr. Mylne's ſcheme may 
r been his prejudigg againſt him as 4 native of North- Britain; when, in truth, as has 4 
been ſtated, he gave the aid of his able pen to a friend, who was one of the candidates; | 1 
and ſo far was he from having any illiberal antipathy to Mr. Mylne, that he afterwards lived tf 
with that gentleman upon very agreeable terms of acquaintance, and. dined with him at his 
houſe. Sir John Hawkins, indeed, gives full vent to his own prejudice in abuſing Blackfriars- 
bridge, calling it ** an edifice, in which beauty and ſymmetry are in vain ſought for; by which 
_ the citizens of London have perpetuated their own diſgrace, and ſubjected a whole nation to the 
reproach of foreigners.” Whoever has contemplated, placido lumine, this ſtately, elegant, and 
airy ſtructure, which has ſo fine an effect, eſpecially. on approaching the capital on that quarter, 
muſt wonder at ſuch unjuſt and ill-tempered cenſure ; and I appeal to all foreigners of good taſte, 2 
whether this bridge be not one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed ornaments of London. As to the ſtability 0 

of the fabrick, it is certain that the City of London took every precaution to have the beſt Port- | | 
land ftone for it; but as this is to be found in the quarries belonging to the publick,. under the ng 
direction of the Lords of the Treaſury, it ſo happened that parliamentary intereſt, which is often 
the bane of fair purſuits, thwarted their endeavours. Notwithſtanding this diſadvantage, it is 
well known that not only has Blackfriars-bridge never ſunk either in its foundations or in its- 
I | MN IRE | arches,. 
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1759. Afi it ſhould be remarked that this was a controverſy which lay quite out 
of Johnſon's way, let it be remembered. that after all, his employing his 
powers of reaſoning and eloquence upon a ſubje& which he had ſtudied on the 
moment, is not more ſtrange than what we often obſerve in lawyers, who, as 
Quicguid agunt homines is the matter of law-ſuits, are ſometimes obliged to 
pick up a temporary knowledge of an art or ſcience, of which they under- 
ſtood nothing till-their brief was delivered, and appear to be much maſters of 


it. In like manner, members of the legiſlature frequently introduce and 
= expatiate upon ſubjects of which gd have . . for the 


| dccaſion. 

1760, In 1760 he wrote « An Addreſs & 5 Painters to 8 III. on his Ac- 
Ceeſſion to the T hrone of theſe Kingdoms, f which no monarch ever aſcended 
with more ſincere congratulations from his people. Two generations of 

foreign Princes had prepared their minds to rejoice in having again a King, 
who gloried in being “ born a Briton.” He alſo wrote for Mr. Baretti the 
ah + of his Italian and Engliſh Dictionary, to the Marquis of Abreu, 
21 then Ambaſſadour Extraordinary from Spain at the Court of Great-Britain. 

% Johnſon | was now either very idle, or very buſy with his Shakſpeare; for I 
422 find no other publick compoſition by him except an account which he 
gave in the Gentleman's Magazine of Mr. Tytler's acute and able vindi- 
cation of Mary Queen of Scots.“ The generoſity of Johnſon's feelings 

1 5 | ſhines forth in the following ſentence; © It has now been faſhionable, for near 

5 = = balf a century, to defame and vilify. the houſe of Stuart, and to exalt and 

=_— , ta con magnify the reign of Elizabeth. The Stuarts have found few apologiſts ; for =_ 

1 ba ve? 42 ** dead cannot pay for praiſe, and who will, without reward, oppoſe the tide . 

b of popularity ? © Yet there remains ſtill among us, not wholly extinguiſhed, a | 
„ zeal for truth, a deſire of eſtabliſhing right in oppoſition to faſhion.” 
In this year I have not diſcovered a ſingle private letter written. by him to 
any of his friends. It ſhould ſeem, however, that he had at this period 
a floating intention of writing a hiſtory of the recent and wonderful ſucceſſes 

- of the Britiſh arms in all quarters of the globe; for among his reſolutions or 

8 memorandums, September 18, there i is, “ Send for books for Hiſt. of War +.” 
How much is it to be regretted that this intention was not, fulfilled. His 
i majeſtick enden would have carried down to the lateſt poſterity the 5 


Kut. 50. 


8 BW - 
* 
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arches, which were fo * the ſubje& of 3 but any i6juries which i it has ſuffered from the 

effects of ſevere froſts have been already, in ſome meaſure, en = on and r 
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achievements of his country, with the ſame fervent glow which they pro- 1760. 


duced on the mind at the time. He would have been under no temptation to = | e. | 


deviate in any degree from truth, which he held yery ſacred, or to take a licence 
: which a learned divine told me he once ſeemed, in a converſation, Jocu- 
| larly to allow to hiſtorians. © There are (faid he) inexcuſable lies, and 
conſecrated lies. For inſtance, we are told that on the arrival of the news of 
the unfortunate battle of Fontenoy, every heart beat, and every eye was in 


tears. Now we know that no man eat his dinner the worſe, but there ſhould 5 


have been all this concern; and to o ſay there was, (ſmiling) * be reckoned a 
cConſecrated he,” 


liſhed an indignant vindication in A Poetica Epiſtle to Samuel Johnſon, 
A. M. 5 in which he compliments Johnſon | in a jult and W manner: 


« Tranſcendant Genius, whoſe prolifick vein TT 
ce Ne'er knew the frigid poet's toil and pain; n 
« To whom ApoLLo opens all his ſtore, | 
ee And every Muſe preſents her ſacred lore ; 
« Say, pow'rful Jon NSON, whence thy verſe is frwaght 
e With ſo much grace, ſuch energy of thought; . * 
ce Whether thy Juvexar inſtructs the age 
ec In chaſter numbers, and new-points his rage 5 
Or fair Irens ſees, alas! too late - | 
c Her innocence exchang'd for guilty ſtate; . 
c Whate'er you write, in every golden line | 
te Sublimity and elegance combine; 
« Thy nervous phraſe impreſſes every ſoul, 
e While harmony gives ene to the whole.“ 


x. 


Again towards the concluſion : | 


C Thou then, my friend, who ſee'ſ the dang' rous ſtrife 
In which ſome dæmon bids me plunge my life, 
e To the Aonian fount direct my feet, | 
« Say where the Nine thy lonely muſings meet? 
ce Where warbles to thy ear the ſacred throng, 
Tn Thy moral ſenſe, thy dignity of ſong 8 
. Tell, for you can, by whas unerring art 
« You wake to finer feelings every heart; | 
, C c | © In 


— 


This year Mr. Murphy 3 chought himſelf ill 8 by the Reverend 
Dr. Francklin, who was one of the writers of *The Critical Review,” pub- 


2 


; . ” 7 ceding Eaſter, had been . diffipated and uſeleſs 5.” He, however, contributed 


be which he. diſplays ſuch a clear and comprehenſive knowledge of the ſujet, 
e 


Ab. 


lee. rec Ae ſuch a Dictionary ſhould be, and I wrote a Preface accordingly.” Rolt, who 


' 


\ 
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e In each bright page ſome truth important give, | 7 
3 (E204: 1.005 Ob bid to future times thy RAMBLER. live.“ ES nee LY 


1 take this opportunity to relate the manner in which an acquaintance firſt 
commenced between Dr. Johnſon and Mr. Murphy. During the publica- 
tion of © The Gray's-Inn Journal,” a periodical paper which was ſucceſſ- 
fully carried on by Mr. Murphy alone, when a very young man, he happened 

to be in the country with Mr. Foote ; and having mentioned that he was 

obliged to go to London in order to get ready for the preſs one of the numbers 

of that Journal, Foote faid to him, «© You need not go on that account. 

Here is a French magazine, in which you will find a very pretty oriental tale; 

tranſlate that, and ſend it to your printer.” Mr. Murphy having read the tale, 

was highly pleaſed with it, and followed Foote's advice. When he returned 

to town, this tale was pointed out to him in the Rambler, from whence it had 

| been' tranſlated into the French magazine. Mr. Murphy then waited upon 

Johnſon, to explain this curious incident, His talents, literature, and gentleman- 

like manners, were ſoon perceived by Johnſon, and a MP was formed 

which was never broken. | 

|. Johnſon, who was ever awake to the calls of mer; wrote this year an 

Introduction to che proceedings of the Committee for . the F rench 

priſoners. | 

2761. In 1761 Johnſon appears to have done lirdle. He was ſtill, no doubt, p pro- 
| ceeding in his edition of Shakſpeare; but what advances he made in it cannot 

be aſcertained. He certainly was at this time not active; for in his (crupulous | 

£424 examination of himſelf on Eaſter eve, he laments, in his too rigorous mode 

25 of cenſuring his own condutt, - that his life, ſince the communion or the pre- 


In 141. this year the Preface“ to © Rolt's Dictionary of Trade and Commerce, in 


3 5 as might lead the reader to think that its authour had devoted all his life to it. 

= I aſked him, whether he knew much of Rolt, and of his work. © Sir, (faid he) 
I never ſaw the man, and never read the book. The bookſellers wanted a. 

Preface to a Dictionary of Trade and Commerce. I knew very well what, 


* 


vurote a great deal for the bookſellers, particularly a Hiſtory of the War, on 
which, as we have ſeen, Johnſon himſelf once had thoughts of employing | his 
pen, was, as Johnſon told me, a fingular character. Though not in the leaſt 
acquainted with him, he uſed to ſay, « I am juſt come from Sam. Johnſon.” 17. 4 ri 


. 


je 


This was a ſufficient ſpecimen of his vanity and irapygenee. But he — — FTh pet 7 
| OE: 


: # = 
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4 THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
Caf ic; in our ſiſter kingdom, as Dr. Johnſon informed me. When 


' Akenſide's © Pleaſures of the Imagination” firſt came out, he did not put 
his name to the poem. Rolt went over to Dublin, publiſhed an edition of it, 
and put his own name to it. Upon the fame of this he lived for ſeveral 


months, being entertained at the beſt tables as © the ingenious Mr. Rolt.” His 


converſation, indeed, did not diſcover much of the fire of a poet; but it was 
recollected, that both Addiſon and Thomſon were equally dull till excited by 
wine. Akenſide having been informed of this impoſition, vindicated his right ' { 
by publiſhing the poem with its real authour's name. Sevyeral inſtances of 
uch literary fraud have been detected. The Reverend Dr. Campbell, of St. 
Andrew's, wrote a book on the authenticity of the Goſpel Hiſtory, the manu- 
ſcript of which he ſent to Mr. Innys, a clergyman in England, who was his 
countryman and acquaintance.. Innys publiſhed it with his own name to it; and 

| before the impoſition was diſcovered, obtained conſiderable promotion, as 3 


ee of his merit. 
r. George Ballantine, when ſtudents in divinity, wrote a poem, entitled 


46 ee copies of which were handed about in manuſcript. "They 


were, at length, very much furprized to ſee a pompous edition of it in folio, 


dedicated to the Queen, by a Dr: Douglas, as his own. Some years ago a 
little novel, entitled * The Man of Feeling,” was aſſumed by Mr. Eccles, a 


© young Triſh clergyman, who was afterwards drowned near Bath. He had been 
at the pains to tranſcribe the whole book, with blottings, interlineations, 
and corrections, that it might be ſhewn to ſeveral people as an original. 


It was, in truth, the production of Mr. Henry Mackenzie, an attorney in the 


Exchequer at Edinburgh, who is the authour of ſeveral other ingenious pieces; 
but the belief with regard to Mr. Eccles became fo general, that it was thought 
© neceflary for Meſſieurs Strahan and Cadell to publiſh an advertiſement in the 
_ newſpapers, oontradicting the report, and mentioning that they purchaſed 


„ 0 2 the copy right of Mr. Mackenzie. I can conceive this kind of fraud to be 

: 4.4 very eafily practiſed with ſucceſsful effrontery. 
4 2 75 formance is difficult of proof ; ſeldom is there any witneſs preſent at its birth. / 
„ man, either in confidence or by i improper means, obtains poſſeſſion of a copy 


The #liation of a literary per- 


of it in manuſcript, and boldly publiſhes it as his own. The true authour, in 
many caſes, may not be able to make his title clear. Johnſon, indeed, from 
the peculiar features of his literary offspring, _ * defiance to we — 
to eee them to others: 5 ä 


« But Shakſpeare 8 8 2 not copied be, 
20 Within that circle none durſt walk but he.“ 
5 8 "44 c 2 


He 


— : 
Mtat. ___ 


The celebrated Dr. Hugh Blair, and his couſin 
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1761. He this year lent his friendly aſſiſtance to correct and i improve a bee 
; nog written by Mr. Gwyn, the architect, entitled * r hs on how an of 
. e Scorge IIb.“ e | 
. Juohnſon had now for Cons years. admitted Mr. Barer to his intimacy ; nor 
Ee UW did their friendſhip ceaſe upon their being ſeparated by Baretti' 8 N bis 
/ _— native ls as * from TIRE $ letters to him. TT | 
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* * 


"Th Me. Joszen Bin zr ri, at Milan. 


A, 3 You reproach me very often with parſimony of writing: 2 5 you 4. 
| may diſcover by the extent of my paper, that I deſign to. recompence ratity by 337 
length. A ſhort letter to a diſtant friend is, in my opinion, an inſult like that "ap" 74 
of a flight bow or curſory: falutation ;—a proof of unwillingneſs to do much, /H 
even where there is a neceſſity of doing ſomething. Let it muſt be remem 
| © © bered, that he who continues the. ſame courſe of life in the ſame place, will 7 

laue little to tell. One week and one year are very like another. The ſilent 
= -- 5 changes made by time are not always perceived; and if they are not perceived, 
| _—_— Cannot be recounted. I have riſen and laid down, talked and muſed, while 
_—. „ +a, , "yon have roved over a conſiderable part of Europe: yet I have not envied my 
Wettin of his pleaſures, though, perhaps, I have envied others his com- 

A pany; and I am glad to have, other nations made acquainted with the charac- 
—_ Ter of the Engliſh, by a traveller who has ſo nicely inſpected our manners, 
_ 3 ſucceſsfully ſtudied our literature. I received your kind letter from 
r Falmouth, in which you. gave me notice of your departure for Liſbon ;. and 
_ Hr Ss another from Liſbon, . in which you told me, that you were to leave Portugal 

= + LE, 2 i «ow days.. To either of theſe how could any anſwer be returned? I have 

_— , . had a third from Turin, complaining. that I have. not anſwered the former. 
—_ . 5 Your Engliſh ſtyle ſtill continues in its purity and vigour. With vigour your 
—_— _ genius will ſupply it; but its purity muſt be continued by cloſe attention. To 

8 Ez - uſe two languages familiarly, and without contaminating one by the other, is 
—_— very difficult; and to uſe more than two, is hardly to be hoped. The praiſes 
—_—  . which ſome have received for their multiplicity of languages, may be du- . ; 

JJ Keg ficient tc to excite induſtry, but can. n hardly generate confidence.. A e . F. 7 


41 not whetherT can heartily rejoice. at the kind re reception which you 
_ . have found, or at the popularity to. which. you are exalted. I am willing that 
— > your merit ſhould be diſtinguiſhed ; but cannot, wiſh. that your affections may 
_— be gained. I would have you happy wherever you are: yet I would have you 
—_—  -. | wiſh to return to England. If ever you viſit us again, you will find the Kind- 
_— . neſs of your friends undiminiſhed. To tell 152 how many — are made 
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e THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. „ 


after you, would be tedious, or if not tedious, would be vain; becauſe you 1761. 

may be told in a very few words, that all who knew you wiſh you well; and 2 

all that you embraced at your departure, will careſs you at your return: there- 

fore do not let Italian academicians nor Italian ladies drive us from your * 4 , 
thoughts. You may find among us what you will leave behind, ſoft. ſmiles and © 2 2 


« By conducting Mr. Southwell to Venice, you fulfilled, I know, the 75 
original contract: yet I would wiſh you not wholly to loſe him from your Latex 
notice, but to recommend «him to ſuch acquaintance as may beſt ſecure him 

| from ſuffering by his own follies, and to take ſuch general care both of his 
fafety and his intereſt as may come within your power. His relations will 
thank you for any ſuch gratuitous attention: at leaſt they will not blame you 
| for any evil that may happen, whether they thank you or not for any good. 
«You know that we have a new King and a new Parliament. Of the 
me Parliament Fitzherbert is a member. We were ſo weary of our old 
King, that we are much: pleaſed with his ſucceſſor; of whom we are ſo much. 
| inclined to hope great things, that moſt of us begin already to believe them. A. 
The young man is hitherto. blameleſs; but. it Would be unreaſonable to expect 5 
much from the immaturity of juvenile years, and the ignorance of princely 
education. He has been long in the hands of the Scots, and has already 
favoured them more than the Engliſh will contentedly endure. But, perhaps, 
he gig knows whom he. has diſtinguiſhed, or whom he has diſguſted. 
KThe Artiſts have inſtituted a y@arly, exhibition of pictures and ſtatues, in 
imitation, as I am told, of foreign Academies. This year was the ſecond 
exhibition. They pleaſe themſelves much with the multitude, of ſpectators, 
and imagine that the Engliſh ſchool will riſe in reputation. Reynolds is with- 
out a rival, and continues to add thouſands to thouſands, which he deſerves, 
0 among other excellencies, by retaining his kindneſs for Baretti. This exhi- 
bition has filled the heads of the Artiſts and lovers of art. Surely life, if ire 
be not long, is tedious, ſince we are forced to call in the aſſiſtance of ſo many 
trifles to rid us of our time, of that time which never can return. 

I know my Baretti will not be ſatisfied with a letter in which I give him 

no account of myſelf; yet what account ſhall I give him? I have not, ſince 

the day of our ſeparation, ſuffered or done any thing conſiderable. The I. 
change in my way of life is, that I have frequented the theatre more than in 

former ſeaſons. But I have gone thither only to eſcape from myſelf. We 

have had many new farces, and the comedy called The Jealous Wife, which, 

aug not written with much genius, was "yet ſo well adapted to * ſtage, 


1 1 — 


eaſy ſonnets. Yet I ſhall not wonder if all our invitations ſhould be rejected: — pn 


for there is a pleaſure in being conſiderable at home, which is not eaſily reſiſted. 72 ey Woh tn 


1 


* 
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= 1761. and fo well exhibited by the actors, chat it was crowded for near twenty nights, 
= - — I am digreſling from myſelf to the playhouſe; but a barren plan nmiſt be filled 
0 . | with epiſodes. Of myſelf I have nothing to fay, but that I have hitherto 
= bs he ued without the concurrence of my own judgement; yet I continue to flatter 


myſelf, that, when you return, you will find me mended. I do not wonder 
that, where the monaſtick life is permitted, every order finds votaries, and 
every monaſtery inhabitants. Men will fubmit to any rule, by which they 
may be exempted from the tyranny of caprice and of chance. They are glad 
to ſupply by external authority their own want of conſtancy and reſolution, 
—_ NS; and court the government of others, when long experience has convinced 
8 . them of their own inability to govern themſelves. If I were to viſit Italy, 
—_ ny y curioſity would be more attracted by convents than by palaces ; though I 
= he en ti am afraid that I ſhould find expectation in both places equally diſappointed, 
3 Hs pf and life in both places ſupported with impatience-and quitted with reluctance, 


5 £4 7 5 . Re. That it muſt be fo ſoon quitted, is a powerful remedy againſt impatience ; ; 
. op” 45 , but what ſhall free us from reluctance? Thoſe who have endeavoured to 
* . a 4 teach us to die well, have taught few to die willingly ; yet 1 cannot but hope 
sf lat a good life might end at laſt in a contented death. 


5 ele, 4 You ſee to what a train of thought 1 am damm by the mention ny my- 
. {Ae Let me now turn my attention upon you. I hope you take care to keep 
7 7 * an exact journal, and to regiſter all occurrences and obſervations; for your 
Le „ 8 friends here expect ſuch a book of travels as has not been often ſeen. Ton 
1 OL | have given us good ſpecimens in your letters from Liſbon. I wiſh you had 
| Raid longer in Spain, for no country is leſs known to the reſt of Europe; but 
tte quickneſs of your diſcernment muſt make amends for the celerity of your 
- Motions. He that knows which way to direct his view, ſees much in a little time. 
Write to me very offen, and I will not neglect to write to you; and 1 
may, perhaps, in time get ſomething to write: at leaſt, you will know by my 
9 whatever elle they may have or want, that I continue to be 
Tour 1 affectionate friend, : 

* London, "__ 10, 1761, 0 Sam. Joanson,” 


. 


An ! into the ſtate of 3 countries was an n object that ſeems at all 

times to have intereſted Johnſon. Hence Mr. Newbery found no great diffi- 

' eulty in perſuading him to write the Introduction“ to a collection of voyages 
and travels publiſhed hy him under the title of The World Diſplayed.” The 

| firſt volume appeared in 17 59, and the remaining volumes in fubſequent years. 
#762. In 1762 he wrote for the Reverend Dr. Kennedy, Rector of Bradley in 


Sn, in a ftrain of very_courtly elegance, a Dedication to the Ki ing * 
4 | of 
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of that gentleman' s work, entitled A complete Syſtem of ene 


Chronology, u unfolding the Scriptures. He had certainly looked at this work 

before it was printed ; for the concluding e is undoubtedly of his 
compoſition, of which let my readers judge: 

« Thus have I endeavoured to free Religion and Hiſtory Hom the darkneſs 


of a Uiſputed and uncertain chronology ; from difficulties which have hitherto _ 
appeared inſuperable, and darkneſs which no luminary of learning has hitherto 
been able to diffipate. I have eſtabliſhed the truth of the Mofaical account,. 


by evidence which no tranſcription can corrupt, no negligence can lofe, and 
no intereſt can pervert. I have ſhewn that the univerſe bears witnefs to the 


innen of its hiſtorian, by the revolution of its orbs and the fucceſſion of 


its ſeaſons; that the ftars in their courſes fight againſt incredulity, that the works 


of God give hourly confirmation to the /aw, the prophets, and the goſpel, of 
which one day telleth another, and one night certifieth another; and that the validity 
of the ſacred writings never can be denied, while the moon ſhall increaſe and 


wane, and the ſun ſhall know his going down.” 


The following letter, which, on account of its intrinſie merit, it would 
have been unjuſt both to Johnſon and the publick to have with-held, was 


* for me by the ſolicitation of * friend Mr. Seward: 


ts Dr. STAuxTOR, Hi Sir Gon or STAUNTON, Bart.) 


* Dran SIR, 


© TMAKE haſte to anſwer your kind letter, in hope of hearing again 


from you before you leave us. I cannot but regret that a man of your quali- 
fications ſhould find it neceſſary to ſeek an eſtabliſhment in Gaudaloupe, which 
if a peace ſhould reſtore to the French, I ſhall think it ſome alleviation of the 
boſs] that it muſt reſtore likewiſe Dr. Staunton to the Engliſh. | 

« Tt is a melancholy conſideration, that ſo much of our time is neceſſarily 


to be ſpent upon the care of living, and that we can ſeldom obtain eaſe in one 


reſpect but by reſigning it in a; yet ] ſuppoſe we are by this diſpenſation 
not leſs happy in the whole, than if the fi pontaneous bounty of Nature poured 
all that we want into our hands. A few,. if they were thus left to themſelves, 


would, perhaps, ſpend their time in laudable put ſuits ;.. but the greater part 


would prey upon the quiet of each other, or, in the want of other objects, 
would prey upon themſelves. 
ce This, however, is our condition, which we muſt improve and ſolace as 


we can: and. mough we cannot chogſe ahrays our place of reſidence, we may 
in 
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| "m8 not the only ſpecifick which thoſe extenſive regions may afford us. . 42 ks / 


could proceed only from my unwillingneſs to deſtroy any hope that you had 


P - THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
in every * find rational amuſements, and poll in ret: place the came, 
, of piety and a pure conſcience.  . | 
In America there is little to be e Se normal We The 
new world muſt have many vegetables and animals. with which philo@pherg 
are but little acquainted. - I hope you will furniſh yourſelf with ſome books 
of natural hiſtory, and ſome. glaſſes. and other inſtruments of obſervation, 
Truſt as little as you can to report; examine all you can by your own ſenſes, 
I do not doubt but you will be able to add much to knowledge, and, perhaps, 
to medicine. Wild nations truſt to ſimples; and, perhaps, the Peruvian bark 


ON Wherever you are, and whatever be your fortune, be certain, dear Sir, Uk | 
that you carry with you my kind wiſhes ; and that whether you return hither, / 
or ſtay in the other n to IgE 28 you's are pf * O75 48 
to, Sir, "A Dake, 


e « Your moſt afetionate humble | , 


* , ne. f 88 5 80 Sans, Jounzon.” 


Ng * 


BY 1 . at «a time Solicited 1 him to in 1 Archbiſhop of 
En s patronage to have her ſon ſent to the Univerſity, one of thoſe 
ſolicitations which are too frequent, where people, anxious for a particular 
object, do not conſider propriety, or the opportunity which the perſons whom 
they ſolicit have to aſſiſt them, he wrote to her the following anſwer; with a 
copy of which I am favoured by he Reverend Pr. Farmer, Maſter of 
Emanuel A W Tun, ; pong Mace : 


„ 
3 


41 225 HOPE you will Feber * my 1 in mie your 1 


formed. Hope is itſelf a ſpecies of happineſs, and, perhaps, the chief hap- 
Pineſs which this world affords: but, like all other pleaſures immoderately 
enjoyed, the exceſſes of hope muſt be expiated by Pain and expectations 
improperly indulged, muſt end in diſappointment. If it be aſked, what is 
the improper expectation which it is dangerous to indulge, experience will 
_ quickly anſwer, that it is ſuch expectation as 1s dictated not by reaſon, but by 
_ deſire; ; expectation raiſed, not by the common occurrences of life, but by 
the wants of the expectant; an expectation that requires the common courſe 


. chin gs to be changed, a the He. rules of 29 5 to be broken. 
de When 


* | 2 


Fe ue or DR. JOUNSON: 
ien von made; your: requeſt to me, you ſhould have conſidered, 


Madam, what, you were aſking. You aſk me to ſolicit a great man to whom Kut. 


I never ſpoke, fora young perſon whom I had never ſeen, upon a ſuppoſition 
which 1 had no nieans of knowing to be true. There is no reaſon why, 
_ amongſt all the great, I ſhould cliuſe to ſupplicate the Archbiſhop, nor why, 
5 among all the poſſible objects of his bounty, the Archbiſhop ſhould chuſe 
your fon; I know, Madam, hom unwillingly conviction is admitted, when 
5 3 oppoſes it; but ſurely, Madam, you muſt allow, that there is no 
reaſon why that ſhould be done by me, which every other man may do with 

equal reaſon, and which, indeed, no man can do properly, without ſome very 


para relation both to the Archbiſhop and to you. If I could help you in 


this exigence by any proper means, it would give me pleaſure ; but this pro- 
; 52 is fo. very remote from all uſual methods, that I cannot comply with it 


ut at the riſk of ſuch anſwer and e as I believe you do not wiſh 


me to undergo. ge 

I have Pom your ſon this morning; g 1 a pretty youth, and will, 
perhaps, find ſome better friend than I can procure him ; but, though he 

ſhould at laſt miſs Be ane, he AF fil be wiſe, ae. and happy. 

„ \ 

| | did? « "Your moſt humble ſervant, 

ws ee. non. | 1 OD STIL TOS Sau. Jonnson.” 


5 
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wal OR To Mr. Joszyn Banzrry at Milan. 
et sin, We Fn | London, July 20, 1762. 


.« HOWEVER july you may 1 me for want of punctuality 


in 3 Jam not fo far loſt in negligence as to omit the oppor- 


tunity of writing to you, which Mr. Beauclerk's page through Milan 


affords me. 
„ ſuppoſe you egi el Gs I dlers, and I intend chat you ſhall ſoon receive 


; Shakeſpeare, that you may explain his works to the ladies of Italy, and tell 


them the ſtory of the edi tor, among the other ſtrange narratives with which 


your long reſidenoe in this unknown region has ſupplied you. 
e As you have now been long away, I ſuppoſe your curioſity may pant 3 
ſome news of your old friends. Miſs Williams and I live much as we did. 


Miſs Cotterel Kill continues to cling to Mrs. Porter, and Charlotte is now big 


of the fourth child. Mr. Reynolds gets ſix thouſands a year. Levet is lately 


married, not without much ſuſpicion that he has been wretchedly cheated in 
N Be. : his 


* 
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THE LIFE .OF DR. JOHN SON: 


his match. Mr. Chambers is gone this day, for the firſt time, the circuit 
with the Judges. Mr. Richardſon is dead of an ME 7 and op <A 
daughter has married a merchant. | 

« My vanity, or my kindneſs, makes me Wr myſelf⸗ A you wok! 
rather hear of me than of thoſe whom I have mentioned; but of myſelf! 
have very little which I care to tell. Laſt winter I went down to my native 
town, where 1 found the ſtreets much narrower and ſhorter than I thought I 
had left them, inhabited by a new race of people, to whom I was very little 
known. My. play-fellows were grown old, and forced me to ſuſpect that J 
was no longer young. My only remaining friend has changed his principles, 


and was become the tool of the predominant faction. My daughter-in-law, 


from whom I expected moſt, and whom I met with ſincere benevolence, has 


loſt the beauty and gaiety of youth, without having gained much of the wiſdom 


of age. I wandered about for five days, and 0 1 the firſt conven tent oppor- 
tunity of returning to a place, where, if there is not much happineſs, there is 
at leaſt ſuch a en of en and ern that flight vexations * not hers _ 
the heart“. 

« I think in a few Lecks to try oder excurſion; ee to 1 end: ? 
Let me know, my Baretti, what has been the reſult of your return to your 
own country: whether time has made any alteration for the better, and whether, 


' when the firſt raptures of ſalutation were over, you did not find your thoughts | 


confeſſed their diſappointment. | 
« Moral ſentences appear oſtentatious and tumid, aha they have no greater 


occaſions than the journey of a wit to his own town: yet fuch pleaſures and 


ſuch pains make up the general maſs of life; and as nothing is little to him 
that feels it with great ſenſibility, a mind able to ſee common incidents in their 
real ſtate, is diſpoſed by very common incidents to very ſerious contempla- 
tions. Let us truſt that a time will come, when the preſent moment ſhall be 
no longer irkſome; when we ſhall not borrow all our e from hope, | 
which at laſt is to end in diſappointment. 
I beg that you will ſhew Mr. Beauclerk all the civilities which you have 
in your power; for he has always been kind to me. 

« I have lately ſeen Mr. Stratico, Profeſſor of Padua, who has told me of 
your quarrel with an Abbot of the Celeſtine order; but had not the particulars 


very ready in his memory. When you write to Mr. Marſili, let him know 


chat 1 remember him with kindneſ. 


9 This ; 1s a very ju account of the relief which London affords to melancholy minds, 
£ cc May 


1 
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06+ % May you, my Pareti, bo-very nappy at Milan, or ſome. other Place 1.762. | 
— wo. Sir, e | COWS es Zaat. 53. 


cc | Your moſt {one 1 humble dye 
© SAM, Jonnsox.” 


| 36 Dr: d Be JAR. 
be. Stix, . e en e Dec. 21, 1762. 
« YOU are not to ſuppoſe,” with all your conviction of my idleneſs, 
that I have paſſed all this time without writing to my Baretti. I gave a 
letter to Mr. Beauclerk, who, in my opinion, and in his own, was haſtening 
to Naples for the recovery of his health; but he has ſtopped at Paris, and I 
know not when he will proceed. Langton i is with him. 
E] will not trouble you with ſpeculations about peace and war. The ood 
or ill ſucceſs of battles and embaſſies extends itſelf to a very ſmall part of 
domeſtick life: we all have good and evil, which we feel more ſenſibly than 
our petty part of publick miſcarriage or proſperity. I am ſorry for your 
difappointment, with which you ſeem more touched than I ſhould expect a man 
of your reſolution and experience to have been, did I not know that general 
truths are ſeldom applied to particular occafions ; and that the fallacy of our 
ſelf· love extends itſelf as our intereſt or affections. Every man believes that 
miſtreſſes are unfaithful, and patrons capricious ; but he excepts his own | 
miſtreſs and his own patron. We have all learned that greatneſs is negligent 
and contemptuous, and that- in Courts life is often languiſhed away in ungrati- ' 
fied expectation; but he that approaches greatneſs, or glitters in a Court, 
imagines that deſtiny has at laſt exempted him from the common lot. 
ce Do not let ſuch evils overwhelm you as thouſands have ſuffered, and 
thouſands have ſurmounted ; but turn your thoughts with vigour to ſome other 
plan of life, and keep always in your mind, that, with due ſubmiſſion to 
Providence, a man of genius has been ſeldom ruined but by himſelf. Your 
patron's weakneſs or inſenſibility will finally do you little hurt, if he is not 
 affiſted by your own paſſion Of your love I know not the propriety, nor 
can eſtimate the power ; but in love, as in every other paſſion, of which hope 
is the eſſence, we ought always to remember the uncertainty of events. There 
is, indeed, nothing that ſo much ſeduces reaſon from vigilance, as the thought 
of paſſing life with an amiable woman; and if all would happen that a lover 
fancies, I know not what other terreſtrial happineſs would deſerve purſuit, 
But loye and marriage are different ſtates. Thoſe who are to ſuffer the evils 
SS: together, 
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1762. together, and to ſuffer oſten for che ſake of one another, ſoon W tender. 
neſs of look, and that benevolence of mind, which aroſe from the participation 
of unmingled pleaſure and ſueceſſiye amuſement. A woman, we are ſure, will 
not be always fair; we are not ſure ſhe will always be virtuous: and man 
cannot retain through life that reſpect and aſſiduity by which he pleaſes for a 
day or for a month. I do not, however, pretend to have diſcovered that life 
has any thing more to be deſired than a prudent and virtuous marriage ; ; there- 
fore know not what counſel to give you. wh 
ce Tf you can quit your imagination of love and 1 and leave your 
hopes of preferment and bridal raptures to try once more the fortune of 
literature and induſtry, the way through F rance is now open. We fatter 
ourſelves that we ſhall cultivate, with great diligence, the arts of peace; and 
every man will be welcome among us who can teach us any thing we do not 
Rnow. Fo or your part, you will find all > Four. old friends willing to receive 
you. „ | 
. Reynolds fill continues. to. eas i in reputation and! in * 2 Miſs 
Williams, who very much loves you, goes on in the old way. Miſs Cotterel 
is ſtill with Mrs. Porter: Miſs Charlotte i is married to Dean Lewis, and has k 
three children. Mr. Levet has married. a ſtreet-walleer. * But the gazette : . 
'of x my! narration muſt now arrive to tell vou, that Bathurſt went phyſician to 


Etat. 53. 


I know not whether! have not ſent you? . chat Hoggins and Richardſon 
are both dead. When we ſee our enemies, and, friends: gliding away before us, 
let us not forget that we are ſubject to the general law of menen. and ſhall 
- ſoon be where our doom will be fixed for ever. 
CY pray Go to bleſs you, and am, Sir, ; 
„ Your n eee, humble Fi. al 

1427 . Sam. . 


-— acceſſion of Goon: the Third to e thicay os; cheſs eden 
erened a new and brighter proſpect to men of literary merit, Who had been 
honoured with no mark of An favour in the preceding reign. His preſent 
Majeſty's education in this country, as well as: his taſte: and beneficence, 
„ him to be the patron of ſcience and the arts; and early this year 
A., Johnſon having been repreſented to him as a very learned and good man, 


without any certain Proviſion, his * was * to grant him a _ 
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of three hundred pounds a year. The Earl of Bute was then prime-miniſter, 1762. 
and had the honour to announce this inſtance of his ſovereign” s bounty, con- -F. 
cerning which many and various ſtories, all equally erroneous, have been 
- propagated, maliciouſly repreſenting it as a political bribe to Jol Johnſon to deſert 
his avowed principles, and become the tool of a government which he held to 
be founded in uſurpation. I have taken care to have it in my power to tefute 
— from the moſt authentick information. Lord Bute has told me, that 

r. Wedderburn, now Lord Loughborough, was the perſon who firſt men- 
a this ſubje& to him. Lord Lopighborough has told me, that the penſion 
muas granted to Johnſon ſolely as the reward of his literary merit, without any 
ſtipulation whatever, or even tacit underſtanding that he ſhould write for 
adminiſtration. His Lordſhip added, that he was confident the political tracts 
which Johnſon afterwards did write, as they were entirely conſonant with his 
own opinions, would have been written by _ _— no penſion had been 
N to him. gel ee, — e , Dee, Lee. c, ee, 
Mr. Thomas Sheridan and Mr. Murphy, Gans. then lived a good deal both 
an him and Mr. Wedderburn, have told me, that they previouſly talked 
with Johnſon upon this matter, and that it was perfectly underſtood by all 
parties that the penſion was merely honorary. Sir Joſhua Reynolds has told 1 
me, that Johnſon called on him after his Majeſty's intention had been notified wa "0 
to him, and faid he wiſhed to conſult his friends as to the propriety of his -Þ 1 05 N 
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N 5 accepting this mark of the royal favour, after the definitions which he had 19 
given in his Dictionary of penſion and penſioners. He ſaid he would not have 11 
„Sir Joſhua? s anſwer till next day, when he would call again, and deſired he : Wt 
5 4 5 might think of it. Sir Joſhua anſwered, that he was clear to give his opinion | 1 1 
\. ** then, that there could be no objection to his receiving from the King a reward _ . IF 
for literary merit; and that certainly the definitions in his Dictionary were > not ber 2 IT _— 
applicable to him. Johnſon, it ſhould ſeem, was ſatisfied, for he did not cal! 3 or” Fi 
again till he had accepted the penſion, and had waited on Lord Bute to thank 1 r © —_ 
him. He then told Sir Joſhua that Lord Bute ſaid to him expreſsly, © It is 5 ä 
not given you for any thing you are to do, but for what you have done.” His . 7 _ 
Lordſhip, he faid, behaved in the handſomeſt manner. He repeated the | _ 
words twice, that he might be ſure that Johnſon heard them, and thus ſet his | = 
mind perfectly at eaſe. This nobleman, who has been fo virulently abuſed, LT YEE a F 
acted with great honour in this inſtance, and diſplayed a mind truly liberal. OAT 2 "Fi 
A miniſter of a more narrow and ſelfiſn diſpoſition would have availed him- ; 4 
ſelf of fuch an opportunity to fix an implied obligation on a man of Ichaſons s 1 71 


. a to give him his ſupport. 2 7 
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was much pleaſed with this jaunt, and declared he had derived from it a great 


ſurgeon, and now phyſician of that place, not more diſtinguiſhed for quick- 


and the uniform perfect propriety of his private conduct. He preached a 
ſermon purpoſely that Johnſon might hear him; and we ſhall ſee afterwards 
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Mr. Murphy and the late Mr. Sheridan ſeverally contended by the Aliase 
of having been the firſt who mentioned to Mr. Wedderburn that Johnſon ought 
to have a penſion. When 1 ſpoke of this to Lord Loughborough, wiſhing to 
know if he recollected the prime mover in the buſineſs, he ſaid, «All his 
friends afliſted:” and when I told him that Mr. Sheridan ſtrenuoufly aſſerted 
his claim to it, his Lordſhip ſaid, “He rang the bell.” And it is but juſt to 
add, that Mr. Sheridan told me, that when he communicated to Dr. Johnſon 
that a penſion was to be granted him, he replied, in a fervour of gratitude, 
ce The Engliſh language does not afford me terms adequate to my feelings on 
this occaſion. I muſt have recourſe to the French. I am penetrẽ with his 
Majeſty's s goodneſs,” When I peed this to Dr. Johnſon, he did not con- 
tradict it, | 
His definitions of pen/ior and penſioner, ch Wanda on che ſatirical verſes 
of Pope, which he quotes, may be generally true; and yet every body muſt 
allow, that there may be, and have been, inſtanees of penſions given and 
received upon liberal and honourable terms. Thus, then, it is clear, that 
there was nothing inconſiſtent or humiliating in Johnſon's accepting . a pen- 
ſion ſo unconditionally and to honourably offered to him het Hes of A 

This year his friend Sir Joſhua Reynolds paid a viſit of ſome weeks to his . hl ö 
native county, Devonſhire, in which he was accompanied by Johnſon, who oo f 
acceſſion of new ideas. He was entertained at the ſeats of ſeveral noblemen of 74 45 
and gentlemen in the weſt of England; but the greateſt part of the time * 
was paſſed at Plymouth, where the magnificence of the navy, the ſhip-building , H 
and all its circumſtances, afforded him a grand ſubje& of contemplation, 5 .. 
The Commiſſioner of the Dock-yard paid him the compliment of ordering Loy Le 
the yacht to convey him and his friend to the Eddyſtone, to which they accord- | 
ingly failed. But the weather was fo tempeſtuous that they could not land. 

Reynolds and he were at this time the gueſts of Dr, Mudge, the celebrated 


Wt 


neſs of parts and variety of knowledge, than loved and eſteemed for his 
amiable manners; and here Johnſon formed an acquaintanee with Dr. Mudge's 
father, that very eminent divine, the Reverend Zachary Mudge, Prebendary 
of Exeter, who was idoliſed in the weſt, both for his excellence as a preacher 


that Johnſon honoured his memory by drawing his character. While Johnſon 
was at Plymouth, he ſaw a great many of its inhabitants, and was not ſparing 


of 


THE LI FE OF DR. JOHN SON. 
ol his very entertaining converſation. It was here that he made that frank and 


_ truly original confeſſion, that © ignorance, pure ignorance,” was the cauſe of 
a wrong definition in his Dictionary of the word'paſtern ”, to the no ſmall ſur- 
Prize of the Lady who put the queſtion to him; who having the moſt proFond 


reverence for his character, ſo as almoſt to ſuppoſe him endowed with infalli- 


1 expected to hear an explanation (of what, to be ſure, ſeemed ſtrange 


to a common reader,) 1 from ſ ome RS -learned ſource with which ſhe 


1 as unacquainted, 7 5 64 ery ode . Mes 
a 


Sir Joſhua Renee, 3 im © iel or Tay information concerning 
this excurſion, mentions a Irs | charafteriſtca anecdote of Johnſon while at 
Plymouth. Having obſerved that in conſequence of the Dock-yard a new 
town had arifen about two miles off as a rival to the old; and knowing from 


his ſagacity, and juſt obſervation of human nature, that it is certain if a man 
hates at all, he will hate his next neighbour; he concluded that this new and 


riſing town could not but excite the envy and jealouſy of the old, in which 
conjecture he was very ſoon confirmed; he therefore ſet himſelf reſolutely on 
the fide of the old town, the eſtabliſhed town, in which his lot was caſt, 
conſidering it as a kind of duty to fand by it. He accordingly entered 


. warmly into its intereſts, and upon every occaſion talked of the dockers, as the 
inhabitants of the new town were called, as upſtarts and aliens. Plymouth is 


very plentifully ſupplied with water by a river brought into it from a great 


diſtance, which is ſo abundant that it runs to waſte in the town. The Dock, or 


New-town, being totally deſtitute. of water, petitioned Plymouth that a ſmall 
Portion of the condir might be permitted to go to them, and this was now 


under conſideration. Johnſon, affecting to entertain the paſſions of the place, 


was violent in oppoſition ; and half-laughing at himſelf for his pretended zeal, 
where he had no concern, exclaimed, © No, no! I am againſt the dockers; I am 


4 1 * a Plymouth-man. Rogues ! let them die of thirſt. They ſhall not have a drop!“ 


* 


4 
＋ 


' entire life of that admirable poet, in the collection of lives which he wrote for 


In 1763 he furniſhed to © The Poetical Calendar,” publiſhed by Fawkes 
and Woty, a character of Collins,“ which he afterwards ingrafted into his 


the body of Engliſh poetry, formed and publiſhed by the bookſellers of 
London. His account of the melancholy depreſſion with which Collins was 
ſeverely afflicted, and which brought him to his grave, is, I think, one of the 
moſt tender and intereſting paſſages in the whole ſeries of his writings. He 


alſo favoured Mr. Hoole with the Dedication of his tranſlation of Taſſo to 


v See p. 163. 
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the Queen,® which is ſo happily conceived and elegantly expreſſed, t 
not but point it out to the peculiar notice of my readers. 

This is to me a memorable year, for in it I had the hacer Wehe . 
' acquaintance | of that extraordinary man whoſe memoirs I am no writing an 


722 acquaintance which I ſhall ever eſteem as one of the moſt fortunate -circum- 


E. 


ſtances in my life. Though then but two-and-twenty,. I had for ſeveral years 
read his works with delight and inſtruction, and had the higheſt reverence for 
their authoyr, which had growh up in my fancy into a kind of myſterious 
veneration, by figuring” to myſelf a ſtate of ſolemn elevated abſtraction, in 
which I ſuppoſed him to live in the immenſe metropolis of London. Mr. 
Gentleman, a native of Ireland, who paſſed ſome years in Scotland as a player, 
and as an inſtructor in the Engliſh language, a man whoſe talents and worth 
| were depreſſed by misfortunes, had given me a repreſentation of bis figure and 
manner; and during my firſt viſit to London, which was for three months 
in 1760, Mr. Derrick the poet, who was Gentleman's friend and country man, 
flattered me with hopes that he would introduce me to Johnſon, an honour of 
which I was very ambitious. But he never found an opportunity, which made 
me doubt that he had promiſed to do what was not in his power, till Johnſon 
ſome years afterwards told me, * Derrick, Sir, might very well have intro- 
duced you, I had a kindneſs for Derrick, and am ſorry he is | 
In the ſummer of 1761 Mr. Thomas Sheridan was at Edinbi 
delivered lectures upon the Engliſh Language and Publick, Speaking to. la 
and reſpectable audiences, I was often in i” his com any, and heard hi 
frequently expatiate upon Johnſon's extraordinary knowledge, 
virtues, repeat his pointed ſayings, deſcribe his particularities, Abs boaſt 4 his 
8 being his gueſt ſometimes till two or three in the morning. At his houſe I 
| hoped to have many opportunities of ſeeing the a as. Mc. Sheridan | 
_ obligingly aſſured me I ſhould not be diſappointed. . 
When I returned to London in the end of 1762, to my 5 and regret * 8 
1 found an irreconcileable difference had taken place between J ohnſon and 


Sheridan. A penſion of two hundred pounds, a year had been given to 


Sheridan: J ohnſon, who as has been already mentioned, thought ſlightingly 
of Sheridan's art, upon hearing that he was alſo penſioned, exclaimed, 
129 What! have they given him a penſion . Then it is time for me to giye up 


' PZ) mine. Whether this proceeded from a momentary. indignation, as if it were 
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an ſou to his exalted merit that a player ſhould be rewarded in the fame 
manner with him, or was the ſudden effect of a fit of peeviſhneſs, it was 


— ſaid, and, 8 cannot be juſtified. Mr. Sheridan's penſion was 


LS 


- granted 


- 


* 


5 . THE LIFE. or DR. JOHNSON. 
— to him not as a player, but as a ſufferer 5 in the cauſe of government, 1763. 
when he was manager of the Theatre Royal in Ireland, when parties ran high tat. . 
in 1753. And it muſt alſo be: allowed that he was a man of literature, and 
"kad conſiderably. . the arts of reading and N with diſtiri 5 
| and propritty:/X | 5 * 

Beſides, Johnſon ſhould have ldiletied 42 Mr. Sheridan * pronun- a 
ciation to Mr. Alexander Wedderburn, whoſe ſiſter was married to Sir Harry 
Erſkine, a intimate friend of Lord Bute, who was the favourite of the King; 
and ſurely the moſt outrageous Whig will not maintain, that, whatever ought t to 
be the Principle in the diſpoſal of Mees, a penſion ought never to be granted 
- Gold any bias of court connection. Mr. Macklin, indeed, ſhared with Mr. 
Sheridan the honour of inſtructing Mr. Wedderburn ; and though it was too 
late in life for a Caledonian to acquire the genuine Engliſh cadence, yet ſo 
ſucceſsful were Mr. Wedderburn's inſtructors, and his own unabating endea- 
vours, that he got rid of the coarſe part of his Scotch accent, retaining only I 
as much of the © native wood-note wild,” as to mark his country z which, if 1 
any Scotchman ſhould affect to forget, I ſhould heartily defpiſe him? Notwith- 
ſtanding the difficulties which are to be encountered by thoſe- who have not 4 
had the advantange of an Engliſh education, he by degrees formed a mode of 5 
ſpeaking, to which Engliſhmen do not deny the praiſe of elegance, Hence 
his diſtinguiſhed | oratory, which he exerted in his own country as an advocate 
in the Court of Seſſion, and a ruling elder of the Kirk, has had its fame and 
_ ample reward, in much higher ſpheres. When I look back on this noble 
perſon at Edinburgh, in fituations ſo unworthy of his brilliant powers, and 
behold LoxD LouoRHRBORNOUO at London, the change ſeems almoſt like one of 
the metamorphoſes in Ovid; and as his two preceptors, by 7 his | 
utterance, gave currency to his talents, we may ſay in the words, of ty 1 
« Nan a rg hs. c 3 22 ret e. PI 

I have dwelt the longer upon this remarkable inſtance 4 F fucceſoful 1 parts 5 
and aſſiduity, becauſe it affords animating encouragement to other gentlemen 5 2  - 
of ' North-Britain to try their fortunes in the ſouthern part of the iſland, _ 5 8 
where they may hope to gratify their utmoſt ambition; and now that we are N - 
one people by the Union, it would ſurely be illiberal to maintain that they = | — T7 
have not an equal title a ae natives of any our: mo. of his As 8 Ta | 
dominions. N. . 

Johnſon complained that a man hd diniked tha Posted Bis n to 
Mr. Sheridan, without telling him what followed, which was, that after a 
8 he added, E I am glad that Mr. Sheridan has a penſion, for v 

is a very good man.” Sheridan could never forgive this haſty contemptuous 

. N e wo N expreſſion. 
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expreſſion, It rankled in his mind; and though 1 informed him' of all has 
| Johnſon ſaid, and that he would be very glad to meet him amicably, 
he poſitively declined repeated offers which I made, and once went off 


_ abruptly from a hou iſe where he and I were engaged to dine, becauſe he was 


told that Dr. Johnſon was to-be there. I have no ſympathetick fling with 


th ſuch perſevering refentment”* It 1s painful when there is a breach between 


thoſe who have lived together ſocially and cordially; and I wonder that there 


— is is not, in all ſuch caſes, a mutual wiſh that it ſhould be healed. I could 


perceive that Mr. Sheridan was by no means fatisfied with Johnſon's acknow- 
ledging him to be a good man. That could not ſooth his injured vidyy. I 
could not but ſmile, at the ſame time that I was offended, to obſerve- Sheridan 
in the Life of Swift*, which he afterwards publiſhed, attempting, in the 


writhings of his reſentment, to depreciate Johnſon, by characteriſing him A 


_ f 7. / / ap 1 * writer of gigantick fame in theſe days of little men ; that voy Johnſon whom 


[ Y h 
r 
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* fle 9 80 
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he once ſo highly admired and venerated. Ny 
This rupture with Sheridan deprived Johnſon of one Ds his moſt agreeable 


reſources for amuſement in his lonely evenings ; ; for Sheridan's well-informed, 
animated, and - buſtling mind never ſuffered converſation to ſtagnate ; and 


Mrs. Sheridan was a moſt agreeable companion to an intellectual man. She 


was ſenſible, ingenious, unaſſuming, yet communicative. I recollect, with 


ſatisfaction, many pleaſing hours which 1 paſſed with her under the hoſpitable 


roof of her huſband, who was to me a very kind friend. Her novel, entitled 
« Memoirs of Mis Sydney Biddulph,” contains an excellent moral, while it 
inculcates'a future ſtate of retribution ; and what it teaches is impreſſed upon 
the mind by a ſeries of as deep diſtreſs as can affect humanity. Johnſon paid 
her this high compliment upon it: I know not, Madam, hr you have a 
Tight, upon moral principles, to make your readers ſuffer ſo much.” 
Mr. Thomas Davies the actor, who then kept abookſeller's ſhop in Ruſſel- 
| ſtreet, Covent-garden, told me that Johnſon was very much his friend, and 


came frequently to his houſe, where he more than once invited me to meet 


him; but by ſome Oe] accident or other he was prevented from ning 
0 us. | 


Mr. lens Davies was a man of good underſtanding and hh with the 


. of a liberal education. Though ſomewhat pompous, he was an 
entertaining companion; and his literary performances have no inconſiderable 
ſhare of merit. He was a friendly and very hoſpitable man. Both he and 
his wife, (who has been celebrated for her a þ though upon the ct 
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: for many years, maintained an uniform decency of character; and Johnſon 1763. 

_ eſteemed them, and lived in as eaſy an Intimacy with them as with any family pn 
which he uſed to viſit. | Mr. Davies recollected ſeveral of Johnſon” s remark- 
able ſayings, and was one of the beſt of the many imitators of his voice and 
manner, while relating them. He increaſed my impatience more and more to 9 

ſee the extraordinary man whoſe works I highly valued, and whoſe conver- 
ſation was reported to be ſo peculiarly excellent. . 
At laſt, on Monday the 16th of May, when I was ith 1 in Mr. Davies 8 

back parlour, after having drunk tea with him and Mrs. Davies, Johnſon 
unexpectedly came into the ſhop; and Mr. Davies having perceived him 
through the glaſs door of the room in which we were ſitting, advancing towards 
us,—he announced his aweful approach to me, ſomewhat in the manner of an 
actor in the part of Horatio, when he addreſſes Hamlet on the appearance of 

his father's ghoſt, Look, my Lord, it comes.” I found that I had a very 

| perfect idea of Johnſon's figure, from the portrait of him painted by Sir Joſhua 
Reynolds ſoon after he had publiſhed his Dictionary, in the attitude of fitting 
in his eaſy chair in deep meditation, which was the firſt picture his friend did 

for him, which Sir Joſhua has very kindly preſented to me, and from 

which an engraving has been made for this work. Mr. Davies mentioned my 
name, and reſpectfully introduced me to him. I was much agitated ; and 
recollecting his prejudice againſt the Scotch, of which I had heard much, I 
faid to Davies, Don't tell where I come from.” “ From Scotland,” cried 
Davies, roguiſhly. Mr. Johnſon (ſaid I) I do indeed come from Scotland, 

WI but I cannot help it.” *I am willing to flatter myſelf that I meant this as light x H. 4 Gn. $44, / 

LS pleaſantry to ſooth and conciliate him, and not as any humiliating ing abaſement at C.. f Sheer bet / . 

ld the expence of my country. But however that might be, this ſpeech was - 1 . 

Lito ſomewhat unlucky ; for with that quickneſs of wit for which he was ſo remark- . Hed 

able, he ſeized the expreſſion © come from Scotland,” which I uſed- in the ee 4 af 52% 7 
25 Af ſenſe of being of that country; and as if I had ſaid that I had come away from 

it or left it, retorted, « That, Sir, I find, is what a very great many of 
Fl, your countrymen” cannot help.” This ſtroke ſtunned me a good deal; and 
— when we had fat down, I felt myſelf not a little embarraſſed, and apprehenſive 
of what might come next. He then addreſſed himſelf to Davies: What 
do you think of Garrick ? He has refuſed me an order for the play for Miſs 
Williams, becauſe he knows the houſe will be full, and that an order would 4 — R (1 
be worth three ſhillings,” - 2 to take any opening to get into converſation - #3 a4 een, - 1" 
with him, I ventured to ſay, O, Sir, I cannot think Mr. Garrick would — — Fr = | 
grudge ſuch a trifle to you.“ Sir, , (aid he, with a ſtern look,) I have known N 
8 : ; | Ee 2 X David 
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© = THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. | 
David Garrick longer than you have done; and I know no right you have to 


£ tt. 2 talk to me on the ſubje ** Perhaps I deſerved this check; for it was rather 


'» +, äpreſumptuous in me, an entire ſtranger, to expreſs any doubt of the juſtice of 
2 * gre his animadverſion upon his old acquaintance and pupil?. _ I now felt my- 


” lf much mortified, and began to think that the hope which 1 had long 
indulged of obtaining his acquaintance was blaſted. And, in truth, had not 
my ardour been -uncommonly ſtrong, and my reſolution uncommonly perſe- 
vering, ſo rough a reception might have deterred me for ever from making 
any further attempts. Fortunately, however, I remained upon the field not 


| wholly diſcomfited ; and was ſoon rewarded by hearing ſome of his conver- 


fation, of which I preſerved the following ſhort minute, without marking the 
queſtions and obſervations by which it was produced. 

6 People (he remarked). may be taken in once, who imagine that an 
authour is greater in private life than other men. Uncommon Parts ure 


- uncommon opportunities for their exertion. 


ce In barbarous ſociety, ſuperiority of parts is of real . Great 
ſtrength or great wiſdom is of much value to an individual. But in more 
poliſhed times there are people to do every thing for money; and then there 
are a number of other ſuperiorities, ſuch as thoſe of birth and fortune, and 
rank, that diſſipate men's attention, and leave no extraordinary ſhare of reſpect 


for perſonal and intellectual ſuperiority. This is wiſely ordered by e 


to preſerve ſome equality among mankind.“ 
Sir, this book ,(* The Elements of Criticiſm,” which = had 3 up,) 
is A pretty eſſay, and deſerves to > be held. in ſome eſtimation, though much . 


5 it is chimerical.“ 


Speaking of one who with more than ordinary boldneſs attacked publick 
meaſures and the royal family, he ſaid, « F think he is ſafe from the law, but 
be i is an abuſive ſcoundrel ; and. inſtead of applying to my Lord Chief Juſtice 
to puniſh him, I would ſend half a dozen footmen and have him well ducked.“ 
The notion of liberty amuſes the people of England, and helps to keep 
off the tædium vitæ. When a butcher tells you that his dan bleeds for his 


country, he has, in n fact, no uneaſy feeling,” 80 


9: That this was a 8 ſally wind Garrick there ean be no doubt; for at Johnſon's 


deſire he had, ſome years before, given a benefit-night at: his theatre to this very perſon, by which 


the got two hundred pounds. Johnſon, indeed, upon all other occaſions, when I was in his 
company, praiſed the very liberal charity of Garrick. I once mentioned to him, It is obſerved, 


Sir, that you attack Garrick yourſelf, but will ſuffer nobody elſe to Ho it.“ 4 OHNSON, (ſmiling) 


% 3 Sir, that 1 is true. rl 


— 


* Sheridan 
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+ © Sheridan will not ſucceed at Bath with his r Ridicule has gone 
don before him, and, I doubt, Derrick is his ene 
Derrick may do very well, as long as he can outrun his 73)" but 
the moment his character gets up with him it is all over.” 

It is, however, but juſt to record, that ſome years afterwards, When I 


reminded him of this ſarcaſm, he faid, „Well, but Derrick has now got a 


character that he need not run away from.“ 
I was highly pleaſed with the extraordinary vigour of his todevetfiniinh and 


T regretted that I was drawn away from 1t by an engagement at another place. 


I had, for a part of the evening, been left alone with him, and had ven- 
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tured to make an obſervation now and then, which he received very civilly; 3 


ſo that I was ſatisfied that though there was a roughneſs in his manner, there 


was no ill- nature in his diſpoſition. Davies followed me to the door, and 
when I complained to him a little of the hard blows which the great man 


had given me, he kindly took upon him to conſole me oy ſaying, © * Don't 
be uneaſy. I can ſee he likes you very well.” 
A few days afterwards I called on Davies, and aſked him if he thought 1 


might take the liberty of waiting on Mr. Johnſon at his Chambers in the 


Temple. He ſaid I certainly might, and that Mr. Johnſon would take it as 


a compliment. So upon Tueſday the 24th, after having been enlivened by 


the witty fallies of Meſſieurs Thornton, Wilkes, Churchill and Lloyd, with 
whom 1 had paſſed the morning, I boldly repaired to Johnſon. His Cham- 


bers were on the firſt floor of No. 1, Inner Temple-lane, and I entered them 


with an impreſſion given me by the Reverend Dr. Blair, of Edinburgh, who 


had been introduced to him not long before, and deſcribed his having * found 


| the giant in his den; an expreſſion, which, when I came to be pretty well 


acquainted with Johnſon, I repeated to him, and he was diverted at this 


pictureſque account of himſelf. Dr. Blair had been preſented to him by Dr. 


James Fordyce. At this time the controverſy concerning the pieces publiſhed 
by Mr. James Macpherſon, as tranſlations of Offian, was at its height. Johnſon 


had all along denied their authenticity ; and, what was ſtill more provoking to 


their admirers, maintained that they had no merit. The ſubject having been 


| of the Ceremonies, or, as the phraſe is, KI NG. 


Introduced by Dr. Fordyce, Dr. Blair, relying on the internal. evidence of 
their antiquity, aſked Dr. Johnſon whether he thought any man of a modern 
. could ove written ſuch poems | e Jolafon my 15 Ta Sir, many 


— Mr. Sheridan was ths reading leQures upon on On at Bath, where Derrick was Maſter 
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1763. men, many women, and many/children.” Johnſon, at this time, did not 
FEY know that Dr. Blair had juft publiſhed a Pilertation, be only defending their 
+ 7 | wthenticity, but ſeriouſly ranking them with the poems of Homer and Virgil; 
wy 2 „ «bf 2 2 Ty when he was afterwards informed of this circumſtance, he expreſſed ſome 
ed diſpleaſure at Dr. Fordyce's having ſuggeſted the topick, and ſaid, *I am not 
ſorry that they got thus much for their pains. Sir, it was like leading one to 
talk of a book, when the authour is concealed behind the door.” 
He received me very courteoully ; but, it muſt be confeſſed, that his apart- 
ts, TOY , ment, and furniture, and morning dreſs, were ſufficiently uncouth. His brown 
hats j & 7 Li ſuit of cloaths looked very ruſty ; he had on a little old ſhri velled unpowdered 
5 wig, which was too ſmall for his head ; his ſhirt-neck and knees of his 
/ breechgs were looſe ; his black worſted ſtockings ill drawn up; and he had a 
i pair of unbuckled ſhoes by way of ſlippers. But all theſe flovenly particu-. 
larities were forgotten the moment that he began to talk. Some gentlemen, 
whom ] do not recollect, were ſitting with him; and when they went away, I 
alſo roſe ; but he ſaid to me, © Nay, don't go.” —“ Sir, (ſaid I) I am afraid 
5 that I intrude upon you. It is benevolent to allow me ta ſit and hear you.” 
1 | He ſeemed pleaſed with this compliment, which I ſincerely paid him, and 
_=_: = | anſwered, © Sir, I am obliged to any man who viſits me.” I have preſerved 
the following ſhort minute of what paſſed this day. 

_ « Madneſs frequently diſcovers itſelf merely by h deviation from 
the uſual modes of the world. My poor friend Smart ſhewed the diſturbance 
of his mind by falling upon his knees and ſaying his prayers in the ftreet, or 
in any other unuſual place. . Now although, rationally ſpeaking, it is greater 

. madneſs not to pray at all, than to pray as Smart did, I am afraid there are ſo 

many who do not pray, that their underſtanding is not called in queſtion,” 

Concerning this unfortunate poet, Chriſtopher Smart, who was confined in 
5 a mad-houſe, he had, at another time, the following converſation with Dr. 
. | Burney. JonNnso0N. © It ſeems as if his mind had ceaſed to ſtruggle with the 

diſeaſe; for he grows fat upon it.” BURNEVY. Perhaps, Sir, that may be from 
want of exerciſe.” JoansoNn. © No, Sir; he has partly as much exerciſe as 

he uſed to have, for he digs in the garden. Indeed, before his confinement, he 

uſed for exerciſe to walk to the alehouſe; but he was carried back again. 1 

did not think he ought to be ſhut up. His infirmities were not noxious to 

„ ſociety. He inſiſted on people praying with him; and. I'd as lief pray with 


ein ©. PHELIVE, Of 5 Jounsox. 
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„Kit. Smart as an le. Another charge was, that he djd not love clean, 
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«© Mankind have a great averſion to intellectual labour; but even appelng 


ignorant than would take even a little trouble to acquire it. 
The morality of an actioſ depends on the motive from which we act. 17 
I fling half a crown to a beggar with intention to break his head, and he picks it 
up and buys victuals with it, the phyſical effect is good; but, with reſpect to 
me, the action is very wrong. So, religious exerciſes, if not performed with 


an intention to pleaſe Gop, avail us nothing. As our Saviour ſays of thoſe 


who perform them from other motives, © Verily they have their reward. 
The Chriſtian Religion has very ſtrong evidences. It, indeed, appears 


in ſome degree ſtrange to reaſon; but in Hiſtory we have undoubted facts, 0 


againſt which, in reaſoning à priori, we have more arguments than we have 


for them; but then, teſtimony has great weight, and caſts the balance. 1 


would recommend to every man whoſe * is yet unſettled, Grotius,—Dr. 
Pearſon, —and Dr. Clark.” 


Talking of Garrick, he laid; « He is the firſt man in the ved for ſprightly 


_ converſation.” 
When I roſe a ſecond time he again preſſed me to np which I did. 
He told me, that he generally went abroad at four in the afternoon, and 


ſeldom came home till two in the morning. « took the liberty to aſk if he 


did not think it wrong to live thus, and not make more uſe of his great talents. 
He owned it was a bad habit. On reviewing, at the diſtance of many years, 


my journal of this period, I wonder how, at my firſt viſit, I ventured to talk 


to him ſo freely, and that he bore it with ſo much indulgence. 

Before we parted he was ſo good as to promiſe to favour me with his com- 
pany one evening at my lodgings ; and, as I took my leave, ſhook me cordially 
by the hand. It is almoſt needleſs to add, that I felt no little elation at 


having now ſo happily eſtabliſhed an acquaintance of which I had been ſo long 


ambitious. 

My readers will, I ruſt, excuſe me for being thus minutely 1 ; 
when it is conſidered that the acquaintance of Dr. Johnſon was to me a moſt 
valuable viſition, hs haps the foundation of whatever inſtruction and enter- 
_tainment 7 ni 


ey may re 
of the f the work which they are now peruſing. 
I did not viſit him again till Monday, June 1 3, at which time I recolle& 


no part of his converſation, except that when I told him I had been to fee 


Johnſom ride upon three horſes, he ſaid, “ Such a man, Sir, ſhould be 
encouraged ; for his performances ſhew the extent of the human powers in 
| 5 one 


from my collections n the n ſuby ect 
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knowledge to be eaſily attainable, more people would be content to we 2 
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1763. one inſtarite; and thus tend to raiſe our opinion of the faculties 5 man. He 
—— mews what may be attained by perſevering application; ſo that every man 


A 7 74 . may hope, that by giving as much. application, although perhaps he may. 
"3; ec 2 e never ride three horſes at a time or dance upon a wire, yet he 5 be e equally 
0 . pay hs expert in whatever profeſſion he has choſen to purſue,” e 
1 5 Ie again ſhook me by the hand at parting, and aſked me whe 1 did not 
- | come oftener to him. Truſting that I was now in his good graces, I anſwered, 


that he had not given me much encouragement, and reminded him of the 
5 2332 check I had received from him at our firſt interview. © Poh, poh ! (faid he, 
—_ . {rob 7 2 With a a complacent ſmile,) never mind theſe 2 Come to me as often 
mn . 4 act f 3 y HEE, as you can. I ſhall be glad to fee you,” | 

oi h 2 I had learnt that his place of frequent reſort was the Mitre tavern in Fleet- 


eu” £447 1 
4 = x 4M . ſtreet, where he loved to fit up late, and I begged I might be allowed to paſs 
„„ een evening with him there ſoon, which he Promiſed I ſhould. A few days i 
ci. ee. ge, afterwards I met him near Temple-bar, about one o'clock in the morning, 


; 7 and aſked if he would: then go to the Mitre. ec Sir, (ſaid he) it is too late; 
9 ee gs FM „they won't let us in. But I'll go with | you another night with all my heart.” 
MFR 475 c. rf As revolution of ſome importance in my plan of life had juſt taken place; 
4 F —— 7.17 2 7 EA for,inſtead of procuring a commiſſion in the foot-guards, which was my own 
: Greet 3 inclination, I had, in compliance with my father's wiſhes, agreed to ſtudy the 
„„ 2 2 - op a law, and was ſoon to ſet out for Utrecht, to hear the lectures of an excellent 
. Ss 22 Civilian in that Univerſity, and then to proceed on my travels. Though very 
e e _ deſirous of obtaining Dr. Johnſon's advice and inſtructions on the mode of 
3: / # purſuing- my ſtudies, I was at this time fo oceupied, ſhall I call it? or ſo 
9 by oft Hp then diſſipated, by the amuſements of London, that our next meeting was not 
” till Saturday, June 25, when happening to dine at Clifton's eating-houſe, 
—_ \ 6; Butcher-row, I was ſurprized to perceive Johnſon eome in and take his 
—_— CR ſeat at another table. The mode of dining, or rather being fed at fuch 
| '  _ - houſes in London, is well known to many to be particularly unſocial, as there 
_ —_— is no Ordinary, or united company, but each perſon has his own meſs, and 
=_— . 8 is under no obligation to hold any intercourſe with any one. A liberal and 
= nw full - minded man, however, who loves to talk, will break through this 
5 churliſh and unſocial reſtraint. Johnſon and an Iriſh gentleman got into a 
. diſpute concerning the cauſe of ſome part of mankind being black. Why, 
. FSair, (faid Johnfon,) it has been accounted for in three ways: either by ſuppo- 
57 3  fing that they are the poſterity of Ham, who was curſed ; or that Gop at firſt 
| Created two kinds of men, one black and another white; or that by the heat 


* 
— 


5 1 5 | of che ſun the ſkin is ſcorched, and ſo n a hay: hue. This matter has 
A „ | . | been 


L 
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been ch canyaſſed among. naturaliſts, but has never been e to any : "44 
certain iſſue.” What the Iriſhman. faid is totally obliterated from my mind; : | 1 
but 1. remember that he became very warm and intemperate in his expreſ- | ; ; OY 1 Ly 
ſions; upon which Jo ohnſon roſe, and quietly walked away. When he had 22 8 = 9 
retired, his antagoniſt took his revenge, as he thought, by faying cc He has 1 7 ji 9 
a moſt . figure, and an n affectation o Pompey, unworthy of a man 2 — A © "1 \ 
of enĩus. it 
curl had not N tha 18 was in n the room. I followed "oa how- 1 
ever, and he agreed to meet me in the evening at the Mitre. I called on 5 bh 
him, and we went thither at nine. We had a good ſupper, and port wine, of i 
which he then ſometimes drank a bottle. The orthodox high-church ſound of 5 41 4 
the Mitre, the figure and manner of the celebrated Samuel Johnſon, the extra- / PRs; 4 ; 9 
ordinary power and preciſion of his converſation, and the pride ariſing * 5d PERS "" [7 
finding myſelf admitted as his companion, produced a variety of ſenſations, I. 4 1 of x g 1 
and a pleaſing elevation of mind beyond what I had ever before experienced. a ee e FE $1 
I find in my journal the following minute of our converſation, which, though ; tes I 1 
it will give but a very faint notion of what paſſed, is, in ſome degree, xZ—yͥ᷑ „ „„ bY 
valuable record ; and it will be curious in this view, as ging b. how habitual ++ © Ces 4; ESO 14 
to his mind were ſome opinions which appear in his works. „ eg Fu by i 1 
„ Colley Cibber, Sir, was by no means a blockhead ; but by i arrogating 5 1 8 a., 44 
kin too much, he was in danger of loſing that degree of eſtimation to /7” bY „ £ „ u. 1 9 
which he was entitled. His friends gave out that he intended his birth-daß A — FA 7 L. . , ö ; | 
Odes ſhould be bad: but that was not the caſe, Sir; for he kept them many fs hh IHE 14 
months by him, and a few years before he died he ſhewed me one of them iN 
with great ſolicitude to render it as perfect as might be, and I made ſome | 1 
corrections, to which he was not very willing to ſubmit. I remember che | , 311 
a i gr in alluſion to the King and himſelf: 1 
„ Perch'd on the eagle 8 ſoaring wing 2 | 11 
4 The lowly linnet loves to fing.” : x ds ous , = | | 
Sir, 1 ke © had heard ſomething of the fabulous tale of the wren fitting upon the 5 ä [ 
eagle's wing, and he had applied it to a linnet. Cibber's fnifiar ſtyle, | 2 
however, was better than that which Whitehead has aſſumed. Grund nonſenſe ä * 


is inſupportable. Whitehead is but a little man to inſeribe verſes to players.“ 
I did not preſume to controvert this cenſure, which was tinctured with his 
We againſt players; but I could not help thinking that à dramatick poet 
might with propriety pay a compliment to an eminent Fe as Whitehead 
* Sha 7 happily done in (his verſes to Mr. Gartick, 5 = 
Ff FF 5 + mY 
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1763. 4 Sir, I do not think Gray a firſt-rate poet. He has not a bold imagination, 


| "Fear, 54. nor much command of words. The obſcurity i in which he has involved him- 
; | 2. ſelf will not perſuade us that he is ſublime. His Elegy 1 in a church-yard has 


a happy OY WP images, but I don't like what are called Tis great things. 


3 2 Ron ſeize thee, ruthleſs King, Do OL IM 
f „ Confuſion on * banners Wa! „ 5 


„ 8 has been / c lebrated for its 
1 5 once. But ſuch arts as "i have no merit, unleſs whites — are original, 

We admire them only once ; and this. abruptneſs has nothing new in it. We 

| have had it often! before. Nay, we have it in the old ſong of ſohnny 


JJ... ͤ b 
Je there: ever a man in all Scotland VVV 
* * p | TR 1 F 4 | £ > \ 4 3 ; : 
„F * From the higheſt eſtate. to che loweſt ree,. &c.” ©- 
— . ; — 4 « * 1 ABS $0" DEE e a : : 


1 ; 5 * F 
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2. ow * © Yes, there is a man in Weſtmoreland, '. a 55 . 
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There, now, you plunge at once into ſe fubjeet. You have no previous 
narration to lead you to it. — The two next. lines! i in that Ode are, 1 think, 
VVV 


mock the air with idle . e es 28 
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his opinion f 7 


Re 9 a; Gow nike. and I believe From. char of nao} men of 
5 by whom it is with Juſtice highly admired, there is cert3hly much abſurdity 
2 in the clamour which has been raiſed, as if he had been. culpably injurious to 
| the merit of that bard and had been actuated 'by.envy. Alas] ye little ſhort- 
he — ſighted criticks, could Johnſon; be envious: of the talents of any of his con- 
© © temporaries? That his opinion on this ſubject was What in private and in 
PP uniformly expreſſed, regardleſs. of what: others think, we 

OE may wonder, and perhaps regret; but it is ſhallow and | 
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OT . My friend Mr. Malone, in his valuable comments, on kſpe: 
| | Poet the diele membra of theſe lines. 5 5 
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-Firiding him in a placid humour, and wiſhing to avail myſelf of the oppor- r 
wm” which I fortunately had of conſulting a ſage, to hear whoſe wiſdom, I 7 
conceived in the ardour of youthful i imagination, that men filled with a noble 
enthuſiaſm for intellectual improvement would gladly have reſorted from 
diſtant lands; I opened my mind to him ingenuouſly, and gave him a little 
ſketch af my life, to which he was pleaſed to liſten with great attention. 13 

acknowledged, that though educated very ſtrictiy in the principles of - | | = 
religion, I had for ſome time been miſled into a certain degree of infidelity ; - 4 
but that I was come now to a better way of thinking, and was fully ſatisfied | _. 
of the truch of the Chriſtian revelation, though I was not clear as to every _ 
point conſidered to be orthodox. Being at all times a curious examiner of * 
the human mind, and pleaſed with an undiſguiſed diſplay of what had paſſed | ; +38 
in it, he called to me with warmth, « Give me your hand; I have taken a  - + 
liking to you. He then began to deſcant upon the force of teſtimony, and By a 
the little we could FISH of final cauſes; ſo that the objections of, why was it 
ſo? or why was it not ſo ? gught not to diſturb us: adding, that he himſelf . 
had-at one period been guilty of a temporary neglect of religion, but that it 
was not the reſult of argument, but mere abſence of thought. 
Aſter having given credit to reports of his bigotry, I was ey ſur- En 
prized when he expreſſed the following very liberal ſentiment, which has the e 


additional value of obviating an objection to our holy religion, founded upon Ls : ** 
the diſcordant tenets of Chriſtians themſelves: « For my part, Sir, I think all 2 rl * dw 
Chriſtians, whether Papiſts or Proteſtants, agree in the eſſential articles, and # 2 75 . 
chat their differences are trivial, and rather political than religious.” EEE: Lies RY 5 x 
We talked of belief in ghoſts. He faid, Sir, I make a diſtinction 1 e TY 


berween what a man may experience by the mere ſtrength of his imagination, eu, Ls © 


and what i imagination cannot poſſibly produce. Thus, ſuppoſe I ſhould think «<--+” g a = 
that J faw a form, and heard a voice cry © Johnſon, you are a very wicked ky . 
fellow, and unleſs you repent you will certainly be puniſhed; my own unwor- 4 7 L u,, 


thineſs is ſo deeply impreſſed upon my mind, that I might imagine I thus ſaw 

and heard, and therefore I ſhould not believe that an external communication 
had been made to me. But if a form ſhould appear, and a voice ſhould tell 

me that a particular man had died at a particular place, and a particular 
hour, a fact which I had no apprehenſion of, nor any means of knowing, and 

this fact with all its circumſtances ſhould afterwards be unqueſtionably proved, 


I ſhould, in that caſe be perſuaded that! had fu rnatural intelligenc arted EN”, 
gs ragged PAR T 


92. — 2 


# 
9g: I © * 
Here it ĩs proper, once, for all, to give a true and fair ſtatement of Johnſon's u et 


way of thinking upon the queſtion whether departed ſpirits are ever permitted L FE: —— 5 
; F f 2 | to 3 


to appear in this world, or in any way to operate p 
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been ignorantly miſrepreſented as weakly credulous upon prog - ſubje 6; 4 


therefore, though I feel an inclination to diſdain and treat with ſilent contemp 6 
ſo abſurd a notion concerning my illuſtrious friend, yet as I find it has gained 


Ty ground, it is neceſſary to refute it. The real fact then is, that Johnſon had 


a very philoſophical mind, and ſuch a rational reſpect for teſtimony, as to 
make him ſubmit his underſtanding to what was: authentically e though 
he could not comprehend why it was ſo. Being thus diſpoſed, he was willing 
to inquire into the truth of any relation of ſupernatural re a general 
belief of which has prevailed in all nations and ages. But ſo far was he from 
being the dupe of implicit faith, that he examined the matter with a Jealous 
attention, and no man was more ready to refute its falſhood 'whenthe had 
diſcovered it. Churchill, in his poem entitled T he Ghoſt,” availed him- 
ſelf of the abſurd credulity imputed to. Johnſon, and drew caricature of him 
under the name of « Pomyoso,” repreſenting him as one of the believers of 
the ſtory, of a Ghoſt i in Cock-lane, which in the year 1762 had gained very 
general credit in London. Many of my readers, I am convinced: are to this 
hour under an impreſſio that Johnſon was thus fooliſhly deceived. It will 
therefore ſurprize them a good deal when they are informed upon undoubted 
authority, that Johnſon was one of thoſe by whom the impoſture was detected. 
The ſtory had become ſo popular, that he thought it ſhould be inveſtigated; 
and in this reſearch he was aſſiſted by the Reverend Dr: Douglas, now Biſhop 
of Carliſle, the; great detecter of impoſtures, who informs me, that after the 
gentlemen who went and examined into the evidence were ſatisfied of its 
falſity, Johnſon wrote in their preſence an account of it, which was publiſhed 
in che ee and . e 8 en but n hs 1 I, 

| Our 


. . 52 1 N ; t 255 


— 


'5 e 088 was as follows: ; & On the diebe of the ry of 8 may es, emi- 
nent for their rank and character, were, by the invitation of the Reverend Mr. Aldrich, of 


L "Clerkenwell, aſſembled at his houſe, for the examination oy the noiſes 1 1 2 to be made by a 


departed ſpirit, for the detection of ſome enormous crim. 
About ten at night the gentlemen met in the chamber in which 15 gif fuppoſed to be dif- 
turbed by a ſpirit, had, with proper caution, been put to bed by ſeveral ladies. They ſat rather 


more than an hour, and hearing nothing, went down ſtairs, when they iprecrogated. the father of 
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- therefore determined to make this trial of the exiſtence or veracity of the ſuppoſed ſpirit. 


the girl, who denied, in the ſtrongeſt terms, any knowledge or belief of fraud. | 

; *«© The ſuppoſed ſpirit had before publickly promiſed, by an affirmative 150d that i it woult 
attend one of the gentlemen into the vault under the church of St. John, Clerkenwell, where 
the body is depoſited, and give a token of her preſence there, by a knock upon her coffin ; it was 


« While 
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coming right 


abuſe this tragedy ; 4 for, bad as it is, how vain ſhould either of us be to write 
—_ not near fo good.” ” | JonnsoN. © Why no, Sir ; this is not juſt reaſoning. 
You may abuſe a tragedy, though you cannot write one. You may ſcold a 
carpenter who has made you a bad table, though you cannot make a table. 


- 
- 


WD. wich a hundred thouſand n is nothing: an Engliſh duke, 
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Our converſation. proceeded. ec Sir, (ſaid he) I am a friend to ſubordi- 
nation, as moſt conducive to the happineſs, of ſociety. There is a reciprocal 
8 in governing and being governed. 4 | 

c Dr. Goldſmith is one of the firſt men we now have as an authour, and he 
1 a very en, man too. He has been looſe in his e, but he is 


1 erde Mallet 8 nay; of n which had ht acted the pre- 
ceding winter at Drury lane, and that the Honourable Andrew Erſkine, Mr. 
Dempſter, and myſelf, had joined in writing a pamphlet, entitled Critical. 
Strictures againſt it. That the mildneſs of Dempſter's diſpoſition had, 
however, relented; and he had candidly ſaid, © We have hardly a right to 


It is not your trade to make tables.“ 

When I talked to him of the paternal eſtate to Which I was ; heir, he aid, 
cc Sir, let me tell you, that to be a Scotch landlord, where you have a number 
of families dependent upon you, and attached to you, is, perhaps, as high a 
fituation as humanity can arrive at. A merchant upon the Change of. 


Fe While (Rs were Gai and delibersting, they were ſummoned into the girl's chamber by 


ie ladies who were near her bed, and who had heard knocks and ſcratches. When the gentle- 


men entered, the girl declared that ſhe felt the ſpirit like a mouſe upon her back, and was required 
to hold her hands out of bed. From that time, though the ſpirit was very ſolemnly required to 


; manifeſt its exiſtence by appearance, by impreſſion on the hand or body of any preſent, by. 
| ſcratches, knocks, or any other agency, no evidence of any preter-natural power was exhibited. 


„The ſpirit was then very ſeriouſly advertiſed that the perſon to' whom the promiſe was- 


made of ſtriking the coffin, was then about to viſit the vault, and that the performance of the 


promiſe was then claimed. The company at one o'clock went into the church, and the gentleman 
to whom the promiſe was made, went with another into the vault.. The ſpirit was ſolemnly 
required to perform its promiſe, but nothing more than filence enſued :- the perſon ſuppoſed to be: 
accuſed by the ſpirit, then went down with ſeveral others, but no effect was perceived. Upon. 
their return they examined the girl, but could draw no confeſſion from ber. Between two and 
three ſhe deſired and was permitted to go home with her father. 

It is, therefore, the opinion of the whole afſembly, that the child has ſome arte of making or 


7 1 3 


| counterfeiting a particular noiſe, and that there is no agency. of any higher cauſe.” - feos wn be 


4 The Critical Review, in which Mallet himſelf ſometimes - wrote, characteriſed this pam- 
phlet as © the crude efforts of envy, petulance, and' ſelf-conceit.” There being thus three 
epithets, we as three authours had a humourous contention how each ſhould be appropriated... 
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wich an immenſe fortune, is nothing: he has no tenants. vrho conſider thee. 
ſelves as under hls patriarchal care, _ who wal ew ny: to o the field 7 
any emergency. 25 
His notion of the gn 6 a PALE landlord had be Wi ne 4 vpct 5 
he had heard of the H ighland Chiefs; for it is long ſince a lowland landlord 
has been ſo curtailed in his feudal authority, that he has little more influence 
over his tenants than an Engliſh landlord; and of late years moſt of the 
Highland Chiefs have deſtroyed, ih means too welt an the comma; 


power which they once enjoyed. - 
He proceeded : © Your going abroad, Sir, NET breiking lf idle kubits: 


may be'of great importance to you. I would go where there are courts and 


learned men. There is a good deal of Spain that has not been perambulated. | 
I would have you go thither. A man of inferior talents to yours may furniſhjor4,' 1 


us with uſeful obſervations upon that country.” His ſuppoſing me, at that 
period of life, capable of writing an account "of. nnd travels that would deſerve” 
to be read, elated me not a little. 

I appeal to every impartial reader whether this faithful detail of his frank- | 
neſs, complacency, and kindneſs to a young man, a ſtranger and a Scotchman, 
does not refute the unjuſt opinion of the harſhneſs of his general demeanour. 
His occaſional reproofs of folly, impudence, or impiety, and even the ſudden 
ſallies of his conſtitutional irritability of temper, which have been preſerved 
for the poignancy of their wit, have produced that opinion among thoſe who 
haye not conſidered that ſuch inſtances, though collected by Mrs. Piozzi into 
a ſmall volume, and read over in a few hours, were, in fact, ſcattered through 
a long ſeries of years; years, in which his time was chiefly ſpent 1 in inſtructing | 
and delighting mankind by hi WOW. and converſation, „ in acts of piety to 


_ Gop, and good-will to men. 


I complained to him that I had not t yet acquired 2 . and 
aſked his advice as to my ſtudies. He faid, „Don't talk of ſtudy now, I 
will give you a plan; but it will require ſome time to conſider of it.” © It 
is very good in you, Mr. Johnſon, (I replied) to allow me to be with you 


thus. Had it been foretold to me ſome years ago that I ſhould paſs an eve- 


ning with the authoyfr of the RAMRBLER, how ſhould I have exulted !”: What 
I then expreſſed was ſincerely from the heart. He was fatisfied that it was, and 
cordially anſwered, «Sir, I am glad we have met. I hope we ſhall paſs 


many evenings and mornings too, together.” We finiſhed a couple of bottles 
of port, and ſat till between one and two in the morning. 


4 - | He 
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THE: LITE Or DR. JOHNSON. 
He wrote this year in the Critical Review the account of '<c Telemachus, a 


this beautiful poem was particularly intereſting to Johnſon, who had much 
experience of © the conflict of , oppoſite Principles, which he deſcribes as, 


« The contention between pleafure and virtue, a ftruggle which will always 


| be continued while the preſent fyſtem of nature ſhall ſubſiſt: nor can hiſtory 
| or poetry exhibit more than POE GN OW. over virtue, and virtue _ 
nine A 

As Dr. Oliver Goldſmith will frequently appear in this narrative, 1 hat 
endeavour to make my readers in ſome degree acquainted with his ſingular 
character. He was a native of Ireland, and a contemporary with Mr. Burke, 
at Trinity College, Dublin, but did not then give much promiſe of future 
celebrity. He, however; obſerved to Mr. Malone, that © though he made 


no great figure in mathematicks, which was a ſtudy in much repute there, he 


could turn an Ode of Horace better than any of them.” He afterwards 
ſtudied phyſick t Edinburgh, and upon the Continent; and J have been 
informed, was enabled to purſue his travels on foot, partly by demanding at 
Univerſities to enter the liſts as a diſputant, by which, according to the cuſtom 


of many of them, he was entitled to the premium of a crown, when luckih) 


ſor him his challenge was not accepted; ſo that, as I once obſerved to Dr. 
Johnſon, he diſputed his paſſage through Europe. He then came to England, 
and was employed ſucceſſively in tlie capacities of an uſher to an academy, a 

corrector of the preſs, a reviewer, and a writer for a newſpaper. He had 


ſagacity enough to cultivate aſſiduouſſy the acquaintance of Johnſon, and his 


© faculties were gradually enlarged by the contemplation of ſuch a model. To 
me and many others it appeared that he ſtudiouſly copied the manner & 
Johnſon, though, indeed, upon a ſmaller ſcale. 

At this time J think he had publiſhed nothing with his name, - though' 1t was 


pretty generally knc own that one Dr. Goldſmith was the authour of © An Eſſay on 


the preſent State of polite Literature,” and of © The Citizen of the World,” 


a ſeries of letters ſuppoſed to be written from London by a Chineſe. No 


man had the art of diſplaying with more advantage as a writer, whatever 
literary acquiſitions he made. Nibil quod tetigit non ornavit*.” His mind 


reſembled a fertile, but thin ſoil. There was a quick, but not a ſtrong 


vegetation, of Whatever chanced to be thrown upon it. No deep root 
Ft” be ſtruck. The oak of the foreſt did not grow there ; ; but the clegant 


— Kt 


5 | See his — in Weſtminſter a written by Dr. Johnſon, 
ſhrubbery 
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1763. 
T. = generally circulated and believed that he was a mere fool i in converſation* 5 


THE; LIFE Or DR. JOHNSON. 
rubbery and the fragrant parterre appeared in gay ſucceſſion. . It has been 


but, in truth, this has been greatly exaggerated. He had, no doubt, a more 


than common ſhare of that hurry of ideas which we often find in his country- 


men, and which ſometimes produces a laughable confuſion in expreſſing them, 
He was very much what the F reach call an etourg:, and from vanity and an 
eager deſire of being conſpicuous wherever he was, he frequently talked care- 


leſsly without knowledge of the ſubject, or even without thought. His per- 


ſon was ſhort, his countenance coarſe and vulgar, his deportment that. of a 
ſcholar aukwardly affecting the eaſy gentleman. "Thoſe pr thy were in any way 
diſtinguiſhed, excited envy in him to ſo ridiculous an exceſs, that the inſtances 


of it are hardly credible... When accompanying two beautiful young ladies 


with their mother on a tour in France, he was ſeriouſly angry that more atten- 
tion was paid to them than to him; and once at the. exhibition of the Fantec- 


cini, in London, when thoſe who fat next him obſerved with what dexterity a 
puppet was made to toſs a pike, he could not bear that i it. ſhould hay de ifack 


praiſe, and exclaimed with ſome warmth; © Pſhaw! I can do it better myſelf.” 
Fe, I am afraid, had no ſettled ſyſtem of any fort, ſo that his conduct 
muſt not be ſtrictly ſcrutiniſed ; but his affections were ſocial and generous, 


and when he had money he gave it away very liberally. His deſire of imagi- 


nary conſequence predominated over his attention to truth. When he began 
to riſe into notice, he; ſaid he had a brother who was Dean of Durham, a 


Action fo ealily deteched, That it is wonderfel bow he ſhould: have been ſo 


: inpired ideot; * and Garrick deſcribed him as one 


inconſiderate as to hazard it. He boaſted. to me at this time of the power of 


his pen in commanding, money, which I believe was true in a certain degree, 
though in the inſtance he gave he was by no means correct. He told me that 
he had fold a novel for four hundred 1 This Was his « Vicar of 


t 


6 In allufion to ic Mr. Heise Walpole, Sha ainird his rings, fd he was; 1 an 


| 10 c — for ſhortneſs call d Noll, 5 
3 * Who wrote like an angel, and talk d like poor Poll, oy 


Sir Joſhua Reynolds has mentioned to me that he Cents heard Goldſmith talk 17 of the 


pleaſure of being liked, and obſerve how hard it would be if literary excellence ſhould preclude a 
man from that ſatisfaction, which he perceived it often did, from the envy which attended it; and 
therefore Sir Joſhua way convinced that he was intentionally more abſurd, in order to leſſen himſelf 
in ſocial intercourſe, truſting that his character would be ſufficiently ſupported by his werks. It 
it indeed was his i intention to appear abſurd in company, he was often very fucceſsful. But with 
due deference to 2 Joſhus' 5 e I think the conjecture too refingd 
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w akefield. ” But Johnſon informed me, that he had made the bargain for 1763. 
Goldſmith, and the price was ſixty pounds. © And, Sir, (ſaid he) a ſufficient . 
price too, when it was ſold; for then the fame of Goldſmith had not been 
elevated, as it afterwards was, by his Traveller; and the bookſeller had ſuch 

faint hopes of profit by his bargain, that he kept the manuſcript by him a 


long time, and did not publiſh it till after the Traveller had appeared. * hen * fone * 


to be ſure, it was accidentally worth more money.” > „ 
Mrs. Piozzi“ and Sir John Hawkins“ have ſtrangely miſ.iated the hiſtory 4. „ 


of Goldſmith's ſituation and Johnſon's friendly interference, when this noyel 
was fold.” I ſhall give it authentically from Johnſon's own exact narration : „„ 
e received one morning a meſſage from poor Goldſmith that he was in 2 . 
great diſtreſs, and, as it was not in his power to come to me, begging that! A+ + OO 
would come to him as ſoon as poſſible. I ſent him a guinea, and promiſed to 2. e, „ 

come to him directly. I accordingly went as ſoon as I was dreſt, and found 3 
that his landlady had arreſted him for his rent, at which he was in a violent 2 _—_— jew fp 
paſſion. I perceived that he had already changed my guinea, and had got a + &5 wy os 
bottle of Madeira and a glaſs before him. I put the cork into che bottle, 1 ee 
deſired he would be calm, and began to talk to him of the means by which * , 
he might be extricated. He then told me that ke had a novel ready for the 


preſs, which he produced to me. I looked into it, and faw its merit; told FL 2 . 


dhe landlady I ſhould ſoon return, and having gone to a bookſeller, fold it for 
ſixty pounds. I brought Goldſmith the money, and he diſcharged his rent, 
not without rating his landlady in a high tone for having uſed him fo illꝰ.“ 
My next meeting with Johnſon was on Friday the 1ſt of July, when he 
und I and Dr. Goldſmith ſupped together at the Mitre. I was before this 
time pretty well ee wich Goldſmith, who was one of the brighteſt 


7 Anecdotes of Johnſon, p. 119. +0 0 of Johnſon, p. 420. 
It may not be improper to annex here Mrs, Piozzi's account of this tranſaction, in her own 
words, as a ſpecimen of the extreme inaccuracy with which all her anecdotes of Dr. Johnſon 
are related, or rather diſcoloured and diſtorted. ** I have forgotten the year, but it could ſcarcely 
I think be later than 1765 or 1766, that he was called abruptly from our houſe after dinner, and 
returning iz about three hours, ſaid he had been with an enraged authour, whoſe landlady preſſed 
him for payment within doors, while the bailiffs beſet him without; that he was drinking himſelf 
drunk with Madeira, to drown care, and fretting over a novel, which, when fini/bed, was to be 
his hole fortune, but he could not get it done for diſtraction, nor could he ſtep out of doors to 
offer it for ſale, Mr. Johnſon, therefore, ſet away the bottle, and went to the bookſeller, recom- 
mending the performance, and de/iring ſome immediate relief; which when he brought back to the 


writer, he called the woman of the honſe diger to partake pf punch, and paſs their time in | af 5 5 
ment,” Anecdotes of Johnſon, p. 119. ee 225 Salk ba tr MR LA 
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226 THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 

1763- ornaments. of the Johnſonian ſchool. Goldſmith's reſpectful attachment to 

2 2 Johnſon was then at its height ; for his own literary reputation had not yet 
diſtinguiſhed him ſo much as to excite a vain deſire of competition with his great 
maſter. He had increaſed my admiration of the goodneſs of Johnſon's heart, 

by incidental remarks in the courſe of converſation, ſuch as, when I mentioned 
Mr. Levet, whom he entertained under his roof, “ He is poor and honeſt, 
which is recommendation enough to Johnſon ;” and when I wondered that he 
was very kind to a man of whom I had heard a very bad character, « He 1s 
now become miſerable, and that infures the protection of Johnſon.” 

Goldſmith attempted this evening to maintain, I ſuppoſe from an affectation 
of paradox, that knowledge was not deſirable on its own account, for it often 
was a ſource of unhappineſs. JoansoN. ** Why, Sir, that knowledge may 
in ſome caſes produce unhappineſs, I allow. But, upon the whole, know- 

* ledge per ſe is certainly #1 object which every man would wiſh to mn 

although, perhaps, he may not take the trouble neceſſary for attaining it.” 

Dr. John Campbell, the celebrated political and biographical writer, being 

mentioned, Johnſon faid, © Campbell is a man of much knowledge, and has 

a good ſhare of imagination. His © Hermippus Redivivus is very enter- 

taining, as an account of the Hermetick philoſophy, and as furniſhing a a 
EY curious hiſtory of the extravagancies of the human mind. If it were merely 
. imaginary, it would be nothing at all. Campbell is not alwa ways rigidly careful 
of truth in e converſation; but I do not believe there is any thing of this 4 
fo C . hw careleſmeſs in his books. Campbell is a good Wan, a PISA. Tam / 


th. Oe em. i. 


of . 1555 afraid he has not been in the inſide of a church for many years; but he 775 
never paſſes a church, without pr ulling/ aff, hi: his hay, Thi ſhews That "he ha /< 
| wg] beg. uſed to go pret 9 to C Caraphet's on a Sunday even- 
I began. to conſider that the ſhoals of Scotchmen Who Hooked about 
" 1 am inclined to think that he was We as to this circumſtance.” I own I am laber | 
for my worthy friend Dr. John Campbell. For though Milton could without remorſe abſent him- 
ſelf from publick worſhip, I cannot. On the contrary, I have the ſame habitual impreſſions upon 
my mind, with thoſe of a truly venerable Judge, who ſaid to Mr. Langton, ** Friend Langton, 
if I have not been at church on Sunday, I do not feel myſelf eaſy.” Dr. Campbell was a fincerely. 
religious man. Lord Macartney, who is eminent for his variety of knowledge,. and attention to 
men of taleats, and knew him well, told me, that when he called on him in a morning, he found 
him reading a chapter in the Greek New Teſtament, which he informed his Lordſhip was his con- 
ſtant practice, The quantity of Dr. Campbell's compoſition is almoſt incredible, and his labours 


brought him large profits. Dr. Joſeph Warton told me that * ſaid of him, ( He is the 
; ; richeſt authour that ever grazed the common of literature,” 


him 


— 2 moat fr — * 8 „ 
——— 1 


um 1 mige probably ſay, when any thing of mine was well ole; Ay, ay, 1763. 
he has learnt this of CawmMELL !” he >. 
_ He talked very contemptuouſly of Churchill's deny being that . it 
had a temporary currency, only from its audacity of abuſe, and being filled 
with living names, and that it would ſink into oblivion.” I ventured to 
hint that he was not quite a fair judge, as Churchill had attacked him violently. 
JoxNns0N. © Nay, Sir, I am a very fair judge. He did not attack me 
violently till he found I did not like his poetry ; and his attack on me ſhall 
not prevent me from continuing to ſay what 1 think of him, from an appre- 
henſion that it may be aſcribed to reſentment. No, Sir, I called the fellow a 
blockhead at firſt, and I will call him a blockhead ſtill. However, I will 
acknowledge that I have a better opinion of him now, than I once had ; for he 
has ſhewn more fertility than I expected. To be ſure, he is a tree that cannot 
produce good fruit: he only bears crabs. But, Sir, a tree that produces a 
great many crabs is better than a tree which produces only a few.” 

In this depreciation of Churchill's poetry I could not agree with him. It t 
is very true that the greateſt part of it is upon the topicks of the day, on 
which account, as it brought him great fame and profit at the time, it muſt 
proportionally ſlide out of the publick attention as other occaſional objects 

| fucceed. But Churchill had extraordinary vigour both of thought and expreſ- 
ſion. His portraits of the players will ever be valuable to the true lovers of 
the drama ; and his ſtrong caricatures of ſeveral eminent men of his age, 
will not be forgotten by the curious. Let me add, that there are in his works 
many paſſages which are of a general nature; and his Prophecy of Famine” 
is a poem of no ordinary merit. It is, indeed, falſely 1 injurious to Scotland; 
but therefore may be allowed a greater ſhare of invention. 

Bonnel Thornton had juſt publiſhed a burleſque « Ode on St. Cecilia's or, 
adapted to the ancient Britiſh muſick, viz. the falt-box, the Jew's-harp, the 
marrow-bones and cleaver, the hum-ſtrum or hurdy-gurdy, &c.“ Johnſon 
praiſed its humour, and ſeemed much diverted witk it. He repeated the 
following Paſſage: 4 


« In firains more exalted the ſalt-box ſhall join, 

« And clattering and battering and clapping combine: 

« With a rap and a tap, while the hollow fide ſounds, ., 
Up and down leaps the flap, and with rattling rebounds.” 


A I mentioned 
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228  THE;LIFE OS BY JOHNSON, 5 
12 1 = mentioned the periodical paper called TRR Conxors2us. | He ſaid it 
= - 2 * FI wanted matter No doubt it has not the deep thinking of Johnſon's writings, 


wot 1. oy T7 But ſurely it has Juſt. views of the ſurface of life, and a very ſprightly man- 


| fret noiſſeur. 
7 h wot 4. Let me here apologize * ta imperfect manner in which 1. am * to 


exhibit Johnſon's converſation at this period. In the early part of my acquaint- 
ance with him, I was ſo wrapt in admiration of his extraordinary colloquial 
talents, and ſo little accuſtomed to his peculiar mode of expreſſion, that 1 


2 genuine vigour and vivacity. In progreſs of time, when my mind was, at it 
were, ſtrongly impregnated with the Johnſonian ether, I could, with much 


more facility and exactneſs, carry in my memory and commit to paper the 


At this time Miſs Williams, as ſhe was then called, though ſhe did not 


for him. This, it may be fairly conjectured, was not alone a proof of his 
regard for her, but of his own unwillingneſs to go into ſolitude before that 
unſeaſonable hour at which he had habituated himſelf to expect the oblivion 


4, ſtrutting away, and calling to me with an air of ſuperiority, like that of an 

41 th 4 I 3 eſoterick over an exoterick diſciple of a ſage of antiquity, J go to Miſs 
I eaves 4 Suri Williams.“ I confcſs, I then envied him this mighty privilege, of which 
N 12 ul, he ſeemed fo proud; but it was not long before I obtained the ſame mark 


7 8 F tans, e looked into the poems of a certain pretty voluminous modern writer, which had 
ab tat” 4. l. lately come out, but could find no thinking in them. BoswzLL. Is there not 
7 imagination in them, Sir ?” Jonnson. © Why, Sir, there is in them what was 


IF | Car) tart * 5 echo. And his diction too is not his own. We have wy: yo * while- 
| 3 6 3 3 E £. FRE 4 25, Sf robed innocence; and flower -beſpang led meads. ” | 
. 


. * of the magnitude of this city, you muſt not be fatisfied with ſeeing its great 


It i is not in the ſhewy evolutions of buildings, but in the multiplicity of human 
* habitations 


PO 


— DES ner. His oor of TRR n was not much higher than of the Con- 


found it extremely difficult to recolle& and record his converſation with its | 


_ exuberant variety of his wiſdom and wit, Ce, vol eel; „ir u 405. 


reſide with him in the Temple under his roof, but had lodgings in Bolt- court, 
Fleet- ſtreet, had ſo much of his attention, that he every night drank tea with 
her before he went home, however late it might be, and ſhe always ſat up 


of repoſe. Dr. Goldſmith, being a Privileged man, went with him this night, 


8 Nl 4 of diſtinction. 
; 4 On Tueſday the 5th of July, I again viſited Johnſon. He hs me he had 


e 4 imagination, but it is no more imagination in him, than ſound is ſound in the 


Li $ 4 c Talking of London, he obſerved, < Sir, ir ids wiſh to 7 A jut a 


q ' # _—_— „ 
45 / "el 5 8 ſtreets and ſquares, but muſt ſurvey the innumerable little lanes and courts. 


* 


„ i e 0X DR. JOHNSON. W 
habitations a are crouded together, that the wonderful immenſity "a : 


4 bh, London conſiſts.” 1 have often amuſed myſelf with thinking how different S 1 
15 a place London is to different people. They, whoſe narrow minds are con- | EH 
tracted to the conſideration of ſome one particular purſuit, view it only through | 15 e 
that medium. A politician thinks of it merely as the ſeat of government iin 
its different departments; a grazier, as a vaſt market for cattle; a mercantile 
man, as a place where a prodigious deal of buſineſs is done upon Change; 
a dramatick enthuſiaſt, as the grand ſcene of theatrical entertainments; a 
man of pleaſure, as an aſſemblage of taverns, and the great emporium fort 
ladies of eaſy virtue. But the intellectual man is ſtruck with it, as compre- 


hending the whole of hum life in all its v Sos wo bY the cremation of which 
is inexhauſtible. CC e Y | 

On Wedneſday, July 6, he was angaged to ſup with me at my lodgings ir 1 1 . 1 
1 Downing ſtreet, Weſtminſter. But on the preceding night my landlord having 1 
behaved very rudely to me and ſome company who were with me, I had © + . +. 7550 


reſolved not to remain another night in his houſe. I was exceedingly uneaſy 
at the aukward appearance 1 ſuppoſed I ſhould: make to Johnſon and the 
other gentlemen whom I had invited, not being able to receive them at home, 


and being obliged to order ſupper at the Mitre. I went to Johnſon in the . | | 
morning, and talked of it as of a ſerious diſtreſs. He laughed, and ſaid, | 8 


« Conſider, Sir, how inſignificant this will appear a twelvemonth hence. — 

Were this conſideration to be applied to moſt of the little vexatious incidents 
of life, by which our quiet is too often diſturbed, it would prevent many 
painful ſenſations. I have tried it frequently, with good effect. There is 
nothing (continued he) i in this mighty misfortune; nay, we ſhall be better at the 


Mitre.” I told him that 1 had been at Sir John Fielding's office, complaining : 
of my landlord, and had been informed, that though I had taken my lodgings 
for a year, I might, upon proof of his bad behaviour, quit them when I 
pleaſed, without being under an obligation to pay rent for any longer time 
than while I poſſeſſed them. The fertility of Johnſon's mind could ſhew itſelf 
even upon fo ſmall a matter as this. Why, Sir, (faid he,) I ſuppoſe this 
| muſt be the law, fince you have been told fo in Bow-ſtreet,, But, if your - | "8b 
landlord could hold you to your bargain, and the lodgings ſhould, be. yours for a 
a year, N may certainly uſe them as yd think fit. So, Sir, you may 1 
quarter two life-guardmen upon him; or you may ſend the greateſt ſcoundrel "of 
you can find into your apartments; or you may fay that you want to make . 
ſome experiments in natural philoſophy, and may burn a large quantity of ha FS ; ol. 
aſſafcetida in his houſe,” conf be commer ＋ L, e eme — - 
| : ela. - I cannot. = 


> 
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* 
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N Fr 5 25 2 the great fubject of this work to be loſt. Though a ſmall particular may 
= . . gr Fa Eppan trifling to ſome, it will be reliſhed by others, while every httle ſpark 
w ee eur, 
2 us” Mea t-* 4 e 


At admirers of Johnſon, and in any degree increaſe the ſplendour of his reputa- 


+ 
ett 1 LR £7 them have been diſcharged at my « Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 


1 * 5 Be he Be Z ſohnſon, —“ Purſues the triumph, and partakes the gale.” 
.. Sheets 2 , I had as my gueſts this evening at the Mitre tavern, Dr. Falaſon, Dr. 
_ AY 2 Goldſmith, Mr. Thomas Davies, Mr. Eccles, an Iriſh gentleman, for whoſe 
= 7 5h; =” #4 Zkeftagreeable company I was obliged to Mr. Davies, and the Reverend Mr. 
ah., 225 cs; — Ogilvie, a Scotch clergyman, authour of ſeyeral poems, who was very deſirous 
Fd D YE 4 of being in company with my illuſtrious friend, while I, in my turn, was 
bl | proud to have the honour of ſhewing one of my countrymen ven what ly 
ali terms Johnſon permitted me to live with him. 


— 04 Goldſmith, as uſual, endeavoured, with too much eagetneſs, to ſhine, and 


* 
— 


e &) f-=#Britiſh conſtitution, © the King can do no wrong; ” affirming, that © what 
of arm ne Chon 5 and 333 exerciſe of his regal power, command and cauſe the doing of 5 was wrong, 
[ 2 vo fon . it certainly might be faid, in ſenſe and in reaſon, that he could do wrong.” 

— I_ dee Jonxsox. « Sir, you are to conſider, that in our conſtitution, according to 
iy PIE, 5 1 3 47 its true principles, the King is the head; he is ſupreme; he is above every 
| 27 bref? . on rod thing, and there is no power by which he can be tried. Therefore i it is, Sir, that 


government may not be above our reach, by being aſcribed to Majeſty. 
1 - Redreſs is always to be had againſt oppreſſion, by puniſhing the immediate 
2 2 3 J.. * agents. The King, though he ſhould command, cannot force a Judge to 
* ©2 Tian ee, 5 . 2 7 condemn a man unjuſtly ; therefore it is the Judge whom we proſecute and 
. puniſh. Political inſtitutions are formed upon the conſideration of what will 

_ moſt frequently tend to the good of the whole, although now and then 
exceptions may occur. Thus it is better in general that a nation ſhould have 
a ſupreme legiſlative power, although it may at times be abuſed. And then, 
Sir, there is this conſideration, that if the abuſe be enormous, Nature will riſe up, 
4 vie E and Wu her A e dee, overturn a ot af joerg 4 wed 1 mark this 


ei en 


Wo 


| charged 
= | 


. 


1763. 1 cannot allow any fragment 8 that floats in my memory concerning | 


. Py 4 Fw adds ſomething to the general blaze. And to pleaſe the true, candid, warm 
þ . a” A. A tion, I bid defiance to the ſhafts of ridicule, or even of malignity ; thouſands 


Eaten ff 7 1 Pre Aa yet it ſtill fails unhurt «< along the Areark of. time,” and as an arrendant pon 


2 2 12. 
„ ber 2 E, f He diſputed very warmly with Johnſon againſt the well-known maxim of the. 


© Hom Centr eto > Q led hoon "(one Was morally falſe could not be politically true ; and as the King might, in the 


= Beſt *＋ m— "aps we hold the King can do no wrong, that whatever may happen to be wrong in 


- 
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charged with ſlaviſh tenets by ſuperficial obſervers, becauſe he was at all 1763. 
times indignant againſt that falſe patriotiſm, that pretended love of freedom, e = 
that unruly reſtleſſneſs, which is inconſiſtent with the ſtable authority of any ___ —_ 
. ̃ ˙ AA bs o Do Leaf fil, oe eendor be 7 . e 
This generous ſentiment, which he uttered with great fervour, ſtruck me . 5 
exceedingly, and ſtirred my blood to that pitch of fancied reſiſtance, the poſſi- 
bility of which I am glad to keep in mind, but to which J truſt I never ſhall 
be forced. VA 8 5 . 
c Great abilities (aid he) are not requiſite for an Hiſtorian ; for in hiſtorical 
N ompe ition, all the greateſt powers of the human mind are quieſcent. He 
L,,;, has facts ready to his hand; ſo there is no exerciſe of invention. Imagination 
% is not required in any high degree; only about as much as is uſęd in the lower 
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| N 
e I ; . | . . . | id # 7 f £7 Wa DAZ 0 
E 1 kinds of poetry. Some penetration, accuracy, and colouring will fit a man * & e e, OO 
J T Rey: 4nd energy fs, if 145 tf 
WL for the taſk, if he can give the application which 1s neceſſary.” “ , Lew e, 75 =, 
/ | PET | , f EE 7 4 2 - M 
„uu JN of: 5 2 
—— excelle ELA ws 7 All 
| 1110 wn | : 1 | | 1 „ hy in h - ” | 4 e —_ ; M 
oh, Hl much humour. Mr. Addiſon was, to be ſure, a great man; his learning was Lhe Janie 2 1 


W not profound; but his morality „ his humour, and his elegance of writing, ſet 


4 | N him very high,” _ 1 + 91am of 03-4 | 44. 5 | 
Wl, he Mr. Ogilvie was unlucky enough to chooſe for the topick of his converſa- / fo e,, th e# 1 
Maridy tion the praiſes of his native country. He began with ſaying, that there was , ge e „ 1 
th Pre, very rich land round Edinburgh. Goldſmith, who had ſtudied phyſick there, - , e , Corn te , 4 
Wh HUfp21 contradicted this, very untruly, with a ſneering laugh. Diſconcerted a little by 1 3 hey foent” PI: 
F' 7 hat this, Mr. Ogilvie then took new ground, where, I ſuppoſe, he thought him- m_ ef . PIP. four! N 
% U Pelelf perfectly ſafe; for he obſerved, that Scotland had a great many noble N 05 = 4 
Le wild proſpects. Johxsox. „I believe, Sir, you have a great many. Norway, ,, 2 14--þ 
„L Hulantoo, has noble wild proſpects; and Lapland is remarkable for prodigious . . het * 7 
fu noble wild proſpects. But, Sir, let me tell you, the nobleſt proſpect which a 
1 ad: Scotchman ever ſees, is the high road that leads him to England!“ This 
— 3 3 unexpected and pointed ſally produced a roar of applauſe. After all, how- _ 
ee ever, thoſe, who admire the _ grandeur of N ature, cannot deny it to 
E d / adf on hg reg, er PET, 
On Saturday, July 9, I found Johnſon furrounded with a numerous levee, <5 . 
but have not preſerved any part of his converſation. On the 14th we had. &- 2. J 
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I take, in ſome degree, the colour of the workd as it moves along. 
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night, I made ſome common-place obſervations on the relaxation of nerves 
and depreſſion of ſpirits which ſuch weather occaſioned ; adding, however, that 
it was good for the vegetable creation. Johnſon, who, as we have already 


ſeen, denied that the temperature of the air had any influence on the human | 
| frame, anſwered, with a ſmile of ridicule, Why yes, Sir; it is good for 


vegetables, and for the animals who eat thoſe vegetables, and for the animals 


who eat thoſe animals.” This obſervation of his aptly enough introduced a 


good ſupper; and I ſoon forgot, in 2 pang $ 7 the ner of a 


moiſt atmoſphere. _ | 

F eeling myſelf now quite at N as s his ctiipianichs -chought 1 had all poſſi- | 
ble reverence for him, I expreſſed a regret that I could not be fo eaſy with my 
| father, though he was not much older than him, and certainly had not more 
learning and greater abilities to depreſs me. I aſked him the reaſon of this. 


JoHnson. « Why, Sir, I am a man of the world. I live in the world, and 
'Your 
father is a Judge in-a remote part of the iſland, and all his notions are taken 
from the old world. Beſides, Sir, there muſt always be a ſtruggle between 


a father and ſon, while one aims at power and the other at independence. 
1 faid, I was afraid my father would force me to be a lawyer. Jonxsop. 


Sir, you need not be afraid of his forcing you to be a laborious practiſing 


/ lawyer; that is not in his power. For as the proverb ſays, One man may 
lead a horſe to the water, but twenty cannot make him drink.” He may be 


a diſpleaſed that you are not what he wiſhes you to be; but that diſpleaſure will 


not go far; If he inſiſts only on your having as much law as is neceſſary for 


a man of property, and chen endeavours to get you into . he is 
quite in the right. . 


He enlarged very convincingly upon the elde of rhyme over blank 


i] in Engliſh poetry. I mentioned to him that Dr. Adam Smith, in his 


lectures upon compoſition, when I ſtudied under him in the College of 


| Glaſ gow, had maintained the ſame opinion ſtrenuouſly, and! repeated ſome of 
his arguments. Jonxsox. © Sir, I was once in company with Smith, and we 


did not take to each other; but had I known that he loved e as much 
as you tell me he does, I ſhould have nvccep him.“ 
Talking of thoſe who denied the truth of Chriſtianity, he faid; 1 It is 


vlog, eaſy to be on the negative ſide. If: 4 man were now to deny that there is 
ſalt upon the table, you could not reduce him to an abſurdity.* Come, let us 
try this a little further. I deny that Canada is taken, and I can fupport my 


goal by Pretty 2 3 The F rench are a much more numerous 


1 
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peop ple than we; and it is not likely chat they would allow us to take it. But 1763. 
— 


che miniſtry have aſſured us, in all the formality of the Gazette, that it is Tat. 5c. 
taken. Very true But the miniſtry have put us to an enormous expence | 


by the war in America, and it is their intereſt to perſuade us that we have got 


ſomething for our money. But the fact is confirmed by thouſands of men 


who were at the taking of it. Ay, but theſe men have ſtill more intereſt in 


"6 ceiving us. They don't want you ſhould think the F rench have beat them, 


but that they. have beat*the French. Now ſuppoſe you ſhould go over and 


find that it is really taken, that would only fatisfy yourſelf; for when you come 
home we will not believe you. We will ſay you have been bribed. —Yet, 


Sir, notwithſtanding all theſe plauſible objections, we have no doubt that 


much ſtronger are the evidences of the Chriſtian religion by Lf ten . : 4 


Canada is really ours. Such is the weight of common teſtimony, How 


ec Idleneſs is a diſeaſe which muſt be combated; but I would not adviſe a 
rigid adherence to a particular plan of ſtudy. I myſelf have never perſiſted 


in any plan for two days together. A man ought. to read juſt as inclination 


leads him ; for what he reads as A taſk will do him little good. A young 


man ſhould read five Hours in a a day, and ſo. may APE, a en deal of 
knowledge. 1 


75 
44. 445 


£3 . 


To a man or vigoſſrous intelle& and ardent LY like I own, read 


ing without a regular plan may be beneficial ; though even ſuch a man muſt 
ſubmit to it, if he would attain a full underſtanding of any of the ſciences, 

To ſuch a degree of unreſtrained frankneſs had he now accuſtomed: me, 
that in the courſe of this evening I talked of the numerous reflections which 
had been thrown out againſt him on account of his having accepted a penſion ; 
from his preſent Majeſty. © Why, Sir, (faid he, with a hearty laugh,) it is 


a a mighty fooliſh noiſe that they make. I have accepted of a penſion as a 


reward which has been thought due to my literary merit; and now that I have 
this penſion, T am the ſame man in every reſpect that I have ever been; I 
retain the ſame principles. It is true, that I cannot now curſe (ſmiling) the 
houſe of Hanover; nor would it be decent for me to drink King James's 
health in the wine that King George gives me money to pay for. But, Sir, 
1 think that the pleaſure of curſing the houſe of Hanover, and drinking King 
pa 8 health, are am phy overbalanced by three hundred pounds a year.“ 


8 When I gentioned the ſame idle Sn to him ſeveral years afterwards, he ſaid, with a 
mile, ] wiſh my penſion were twice as large, that they might make twice as much noiſe.” . 
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There was here, moſt certainly, an ation of more Jacobitiſm than he 


. 
AQ 
1e 
* 


ore really had, and indeed an intention. of admitting, for the moment, in a much 


greater extent than it really exiſted, the charge of diſaffection imputed to 1 


by the world, merely for the purpoſe of ſhewing how dexterouſly he could 
repel an attack, even though he were placed in the moſt diſadvantageous 


' poſition ; for I have heard him declare, that if holding up his right hand 


would have ſecured victory at Culloden to Prince Charles's army, he was not 
ſure he would have held it up; ſo little confidence had he in the right claimed 
by the houſe of Stuart, and fo fearful was he of the conſequences. of another 
revolution on the throne of Great-Britain.; and Mr. T opham Beauclerk aſſured 
me, he had heard him fay this before he had his penſion. At another time he 
faid to Mr. Langton, *< N othing has ever offered that has made it worth my 


While to conſider the queſtion fully.” He, however, alſo ſaid to the ſame 


gentleman, talking of King James the Second, <« It was become impoſlible | 
for him to reign any longer in this country.” He no doubt had an early attach- 
ment to the houſe of Stuart; but his zeal had cooled as his reaſon ſtrengthened. 
Indeed I heard him once ſay, that © after the- death of a violent Whig, with 
whom he uſed to contend with great eagerneſs, he felt his Torpiſm much 
abated.” |} ſuppoſe he meant Mr. Walmſley. 5 

He adviſed me, when abroad, to be as much as 1 could with the Profeflors 


in the Univerſities, and with the Clergy; for from their converſation I might 


expect the beſt accounts of every thing in whatever country 1 ſhould be, with 
the additional advantage of keeping my learning alive. | 
It will be obſerved, that when giving me advice as to my travels, Dr. 


tate did not dwell upon cities, and palaces, and pictures, and ſhews, and 


Arcadian ſcenes. He was of Lord Eſſex's opinion, who adviſes his kinfman 
Roger Earl of Rutland, © rather to go an hundred miles to {pra with one 
wiſe man, than five miles to ſee a fair town !. 

l deſctibed to him an impudent fellow from Scotland, 119 affected to be 
a ſavage, and railed at all eſtabliſhed ſyſtems. Johxsov. © There is nothing 
furprizing 1 in this, Sir. He wants to make himſelf conſpicuous. He would 


tumble in a hog-ſtye, as long as you looked at him and called to him t 1 


come out. But let him alone, never mind him, and he'lt ſoon give it over.“ 
I added, that the ſame perſon maintained that there was no diſtinction between 
virtue and vice. Feuer. « Why, Sir, if the fellow does not think as he 


3 Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3d edit, p. 492. 


4 Letter to Rutland on. Trayel, 1 . Weil 
peaks, 


* 
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ſpeaks, he is lying; and I ſee not what honour he can propoſe to himſelf 1763. 


from having the character of a lyar. But if he does really think that there is Ter. 54. 


no diſtinction between virtue and vice, why, Sir, when he leaves our houſes, 
let us count our ſpoons.” 
Sir David Dalrymple, now one of the Jollghs of Scotland by the title of 
| 120 Hailes, had contributed much to increaſe my high opinion of Johnſon, 
on account of his writings, long before J attained to a perſonal acquaintance 
wich him; I, in return, had informed Johnſon of Sir David's eminent cha- 
racter for learning and religion; ; and Johnſon was ſo much pleaſed, that 
at one of our evening meetings he gave him for his toaſt, I at this time kept 
up a very frequent correſpondence with Sir David; and I read to Dr. Johnſon 
to-night the , paſlage from the letter which I had laſt received from 
him: 

It gives me pledfiire to think that you have obtained the friendſhip i ö 
Mr. Samuel Johnſon. He is one of the beſt moral writers which England has 
produced. At the ſame time, I envy you the free and undiſguiſed converſe 
with ſuch a man. May I beg you to preſent my beſt reſpects to him, and to 
aſſure him of the veneration which J entertain for the authour of the Rambler 
and of Raſſelas? Let me recommend this laſt work to you; with the 
Rambler you certainly are acquainted. In Raſſelas you will ſee a tender- 
| hearted operator, who probes the wound only to heal it. Swift, on the con- 
trary, mangles human nature. He cuts and ſlaſhes, as if he took pleaſure 
in the operation, like the tyrant who ſaid, Ita feri ut ſe ſentiat emori.” Johnſon 
ſeemed to be much gratified by this juſt and well-turned compliment. 

He recommended to me to keep a journal of my life, full and unreſerved. 
He ſaid it would be a very good exerciſe, and would yield me great ſatisfac- 
tion when the particulars were faded from my remembrance. I was uncom- 
monly fortunate in having had a previous coincidence of opinion with him 
upon this ſubje&, for I had kept ſuch a journal for ſome time; and it was 
no ſmall pleaſure to me to have this to tell him, and to receive his approba- 
tion. He counſelled me to keep it private, and ſaid I might ſurely have a 
friend who would burn it in caſe of my death. From this habit I have been 
enabled to give the world ſo many anecdotes, which would otherwiſe have 
been loſt to poſterity. I mentioned that I was afraid I put into my journal 
too many little incidents. Jorwson. © There is nothing, Sir, too little for 
ſo little a creature as man. It is by ſtudying little things that we attain the 
great art of Ss as little miſery and as much br as poſſible. | 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


Next morning Mr. Dempſter - happened to call on me, and was: ſo-much 
ſtruck even with the imperfect account which I gave him of Dr. Johnſon's 
converſation, that to his honour be it recorded, when I complained that drink. 
ing port and ſitting up late with him, affected my nerves for ſome time after, 
he ſaid, © ONE: had. better be de palied at eighteen, than not No e with 
ſuch a man.“ 

On Tueſday, July 1 8, 1 aid tall Sir Thomas! Robinſon n with 
Ihn. Sir Thomas ſaid, that the King of Pruſſia valued himſelf upon 
three things; upon being a hero, a muſician, and an authour. JonNsov. 


= Pretty well, Sir, for one man. As to his being an auchour, I have not 
looked at his poetry; but his proſe is poor ſtuff. He writes juſt as you 


might ſuppoſe Voltaire's footboy to do, who has been his amanuenſis. He has 
ſuch parts as the valet might have, and about as much of the colouring of 


—_ ſtyle as might be got by tranſcribing his works.“ When 1 was at Ferney, 


I repeated this to Voltaire, in order to reconcile him ſomewhat to Johnſon, 


whom he, in affecting the Engliſh mode of expreſſion, had previouſly charac- 


teriſed as © a ſuperſtitious dog; but after hearing ſuch a criticiſm on Frederick 


the Great, with whom he v was 3 on bad 3 he e te An honeſt 
fellow! ; - 


But 1 think the didi Ss x too an * the ce Memoirs of the Houſe 


| of Brandenburgh” are written as well as many works of that kind. His poetry, 


for the ſtyle of which he himſelf makes a frank apology, © Jargonnan un 


Frangois barbare,” though fraught with pernicious ings of infidelity, has, 


in many places, great animation, and i in ſome a pathetick tenderneſs. 


Upon this contemptuous animadverſion on the King of Pruſſia, I obſerved 
to Johnſon, © It would ſeem then, Sir, that much leſs parts are_ neceſſary to 
make a King, than to make an Authour; for the King of Pruſſia is confeſſedly 
the greateſt King now in e yet you think he makes A els b figure 
as an Authour,” _ 

Mr. Levet this day ſhewed me Dr. Thhnbog! $ library, which was contained 
in two garrets over his Chambers, where Lintot, ſon of the celebrated book 
ſeller of that name, had formerly his printing-houſe. I found a number of 
good books, but very duſty and in great confuſion. The floor was ſtrewed 


with manuſcript leaves, in Johnſon's own hand-writing, which 1 beheld with a 


degree of veneration, ſuppoſing they perhaps might contain portions of the 
Rambler, or of Raſſelas. I obſerved an apparatus for chymical experiments, 
of which Johnſon was all his life very fond. The place ſeemed to be very 


favourable for retirement and meditation. Johnſon told me, that he went up 
| thither 


— 
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thither without rw it to his Govatit, when he wanted to ſtudy, ſecure 1763. 
from interruption; for he would not allow his ſervant to ſay he was not at Anat: 54. (. 


_home when he really was. * A K fervant's ſtrict regard for truth, *( faid he) 1 
muſt be e weakened by ſuch a practice. A philoſopher may know that it is merely 
a form of denial; but few ſervants are ſuch nice diſtinguiſhers. If I accuſtom 
a ſervant to tell a lye for ne, have I not reaſon to apprehend that he will tell 
many lies for h5/elf ?” I am, however, ſatisfied that every ſervant, of any 
degree of intelligence, underſtands ſaying his maſter is not at home, not at 
all as the affirmation of a fact, but as cuſtomary words, intimating that his 
maſter wiſhes not to be ſeen; ſo that there can be no bad effect from it. 
Mr. Temple, now vicar of St. Gluvias, Cornwall, who had been my inti- 
mate friend for many years, had at this time chambers in Farrar's-buildings, 
at the bottom of Inner Temple-lane, which he kindly lent me upon my 
quitting my lodgings, he being to return to Trinity Hall, Cambridge. I 
found them particularly convenient for me, as they were ſo near Dr. 
Johnſon's. 
On Wedneſday, July 20, Dr. Johnſon, Mr. Dempſter, and 1 my uncle Dr. 
Boſ well, who happened to be now in London, ſupped with me at theſe 
Chambers. Jonxsox. © Pity is not natural to man. Children are always 
cruel. Savages are always cruel. Pity is acquired and improved by the cul- 
tivation of reaſon, We may have uneaſy ſenſations from ſeeing a creature in 
diſtreſs, without pity ; for we have not pity unleſs we with to relieve them. 
When I am on my way to dine with a friend, and finding it late, have bid the 
coachman make haſte, if I happen to attend when he whips his horſes, I may 
feel unpleaſantly that the animals are me to pain, but I do not with him to 3 


deſiſt. No, Sir, I wiſh him to drive on.” E ad Ae, 2 ent OD, wy 


& . 


Mr. Alexander Donaldſon, bookſeller of Edinburgh, had for en Une - 1 


3 


opened ⸗ a ſhop in London, and ſold his cheap editions of the moſt popular 
Engliſh: books, in defiance of the ſuppoſed common-law right of Literary 
Property. Johnſon, though he concurred in the opinion which was afterwards 
ſanctioned by a decree from the Houſe of Lords, that there was no ſuch right, 
was at this time very angry that the bookſellers of London, for whom he 
uniformly profeſſed much regard, ſhould ſuffer from an invaſion of what they 
had ever conſidered to be ſecure, and he was loud and violent againft Mr. 
\ Donaldſon. He is a fellow who takes advantage of the law to injure his 
brethren ; for, notwithſtanding that the ſtatute ſecures only fourteen years of 
_ excluſive right, it has always been underſtood by the trade, that he, who buys 
the copy-right of a book from the authour, obtains a perpetual property ; and 
| upon 


111 
\ n 


f - 
ma 


-] 


. 


2 * | 


5 < 


„ "THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


1763. upon that belief, numberleſs bargains are made to transfer that property afier 
the expiration of the ſtatutory term. Now Donaldſon, I ſay, takes advantage 
here, of people who have really an equitable title from uſage ; and if we con- 
ſider how few of the books, of which they buy the property, ſucceed ſo well as 
to bring profit, we ſhould be of opingn that the term of fourteen years is 
. too ſhort; it ſhould be ſixty years. DEMPSTER. * © Donaldſon, Sir, 1s anxious 
For the encouragement of literature. He reduces the price of books, ſo that 
e poor ſtudents may buy them.” Jonson, (laughing.) © Well, Sir, allowing 
that to be his motive, he is no better than Robin Hood, who robbed the rich 
in order to give to the poor,” © rant er wo fo | 
It is remarkable, that when the great queſtion concerning ig Literary P roperty 
came to be ultimately tried before the ſupreme tribunal of this country, in 
conſequence of the very ſpirited exertions of Mr. Donaldſon, Dr. Johnſon 
was zealous againſt a perpetuity ; but he thought that the term of the exclu- 
five right of authours ſhould, be conſiderably enlarged. He was then for Srant- 
ing a hundred years. 
The converſation now 00 upon Mr. David Hume's ſtyle. Jonusox. 
8 . 1 2 — . as Why, Sir, his ſtyle is not Engliſh; the ſtrufture of his ſentences is French. 
tet} 2 . Now the French ſtructure and the Engliſh ſtructure may, in the nature of 
e Yor rn dinge, be equally good. But if you allow that the Engliſh language is 
74. 4 Linh H eſtabliſhed, he is wrong. My name might originally have been Nicholſon, 
C.. . ATE. well as Johnſon; but were you to * me Nicholſon now, you would call 
. A % . me very ablurdly,”” 
, , RNouſſeau's treatiſe on the inequality of waking was at ; this time a faſhion- 
＋ {5 ue. able topick. It gave riſe to an obſervation by Mr. Dempſter, that the 
| hope pr ata. 4 of fortune and rank were nothing to a wiſe man, who ought to 
„ oF /_, Value only merit. Jonwsoy. © If man were a ſavage, living in the woods 
by himſelf, this might be true; but in civiliſed ſociety we all depend upon 
„ each other, and our happineſs is very much owing to the good opinion of 
„ mankind. Now, Sir, in civiliſed ſociety, external advantages make us more 
_ pe reſpected. A man with a good coat upon his back meets with a better recep- 
1 tion than he who has a bad one. Sir, you may analyſe this, and ſay what 
= . zs there in it? But that will avail you nothing, for it is a part of a general 
ſyſtem. Pound St. Paul's church into atoms, and conſider any ſingle atom; 
it is, to be ſure, good for nothing: but, put all theſe atoms together, and 
you have St. Paul's church. So it. is with human felicity, which is made up 
of many ingredients, each of which may be ſhewn to be very inſignificant, 
In ciilſed ſociety, pants merit will not ſerve you ſo much as money will. 
26:46 4 | | | Sir, 


- 
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* Sir, you may make the experiment. Go into the ſtreet, and give one man a 
. of 


lecture on morality on morality, and another a ſhilling, and ſee which will reſpect you 
moſt. ff e eil you wiln only to ſupport nature, Sir William Petty fixes your 
, Allowance at three pounds a year; but as times are much altered, let us call 
1 45 ; I ſix pounds. This ſum will fill your belly, ſhelter you from the weather, 
* . and even get you a ſtrong laſting coat, ſuppoſing it to be made of good bull's 
/ — hide. Now, Sir, all beyond this is artificial, and is deſired in order to obtain 
hut 


bet — 
4 


| | . pounds a year procure a man more conſequence, and, of courſe, more 
1 es than ſix pounds a year, the ſame proportion will hold as to ſix thou- 


ſand, and ſo on as far as opulence can be carried. Perhaps he who has a 


large fortune may not be ſo happy as he who has a ſmall one; but that muſt 
proceed from other cauſes than from his having the large fortune: for, ceteris 


/ paribus, he who is rich in a civilized ſociety, muſt be happier than he who is 


poor; as riches, if properly uſed, (and it is a man's own fault if they are 
not,) muſt be productive of the higheſt advantages. Money, to be ſure, of 
itſelf is of no uſe; for its only uſe is to part with it. Rouſſeau, and all 
thoſe who deal i in paradoxes, are led away by a childiſh deſire of novelty. 
When I was a boy, I uſed always to chooſe the wrong. ſide. of a debate, 
becauſe molt 1 ingenious things, that is to ſay, moſt new things, could be ſaid 
upon it. Sir, there is nothing for which you may not muſter up more plau- 


how much better uſe the thief may make of it, it may be defended as a very 
allowable practice. Vet, Sir, the experience of mankind has diſcovered 
ſtealing to be ſo very bad a thing, that they make no ſcruple to hang a man 
for it. When I was running about this town a very poor fellow, I was a 
great arguer for the advantages of poverty; but I was, at the ſame time, very 
ſorry to be poor. Sir, all the arguments which are brought to repreſent 
Poverty as no evil, ſhew it to be evidently a great evil. You never find 


2 gronter degree of reſpect from our fellow-creatures. And, Sir, if fix hun- 


| fible arguments, than thoſe which are urged againſt wealth and other external 
advantages. Why now, there is ſtealing ; why ſhould it be thought a crime? 
When we conſider by what unjuſt methods property has been often acquired, 
and that what was unjuſtly got it muſt be unjuſt to keep, where is the harm 
in one man's taking the property of another from him? Beſides, Sir, 
when we conſider the bad uſe that many people make of their property, and 
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people labouring to convince you that you may live very happily upon a plen- 


tiful fortune. — So you hear people talking how en a king muſt be; 
and yet they all-wiſh to be in his place.” K fee, 5” 
It was ſuggeſted that kings muſt be — becauſe they are deprived 
of the greateſt of all ſatisfactions, eaſy and unreſerved ſociety. Johnson. 
« That 
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—_— . ku LIFE! Or DR JOHNSON.” 
* 1763. ( That is an ill- founded notion. Being a king does not exclude à man from 
. ſuch ſociety. Great kings have always been ſocial. The King of Pruſſia, 

7. , ,; 4- the only great king at preſent, is very. ſocial. Charles the Second, the laſt 
— King of England who was à man of parts, was ſocial; and- our Henrys and 
5 Earn er al ei Mr n I ee bs 
. 2. 333 Mr. Dempſter having endeardieed to maintain that intrinſick merit ought to =” 2 Jus 
—_—— . of FP make the only diſtinction amongſt mankind. Jonvson. ce Why, Sir, min: 
kind have found that this cannot be. How ſhall we determine the proportion 
Ac STS of intrinſick merit? Were that to be the only diſtinction amongſt mankind, 
8 | we ſhould ſoon quarrel about the degrees of it. Were all diſtinctions aboliſned, 
the ſtrongeſt would not long acquieſce, | but would endeavour to obtain a 
2 = Juperiority by their bodily ſtrength. But, Sir, as ſubordination is very neceſ- 


aun. hs fury for ſociety, and contentions for ſuperiority very dangerous, mankind, 

? — * ab that is to ſay all civiliſed nations, have ſettled it upon a plain invariable prin- 
5 4 — . 40 ciple. A man is born to hereditary rank; or his being appointed to certain 
e — offices, gives him a certain rank. Subordination tends greatly to human hap- 
paineſs. Were we all upon an equality, we ſhould have no other * 
- than mere animal pleaſure,” . 


1 faid, I conſidered diſtinction 5 9 to ha Pr. b th importance in 
civiliſed ſociety, that if I were aſked on the ſame day to dine with the firſt 
duke in England, and with the firſt man in Britain for genius, I ſhould heſi- 
tate which to prefer. Jonxso . To be ſure, Sir, if you were to dine only 
once, and it were never to be known where you dined,” you would chooſe 

N rather to dine with the firſt man for genius; but to gain moſt reſpect, you 

*. ſhould dine with the firſt duke in England. For nine people in ten that you ; 

| meet with, would have a higher opinion of you for having dined with a duke; 

and the great genius himſelf would receive en Were neee 270 had been | 
PERS Lo 4 with the great duke,” X | 
77 — 55 75 1 took care to guard. himſelf 1 any poſſ ble fuſpicion that his ſettled 
70 + I feat + principles of reverence for rank and reſpect for wealth were at all owing to 
mean or intereſted motives; for he aſſerted his own independence as a literary 
15 3 l, inan. « No man {faid he) who ever lived by literature, has lived more 
"RET independently than I have done.” He ſaid he had taken longer time than he 
"87 A to, needed to have done in compoſing his Dictionary. He received our com- 
1. n pliments upon that great work with complacency, and told us that the 

; Academy della Cryſca could ſcarcely believe that it was done by one man. 

Next morning I found him alone, and have preſerved the following frag- 


ments of his conyerſation.” Of a n who was mentioned, he faid, 
| e have 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. | 
1e 1 have not met with any man for a long time who has given me ſuch rtl 


people. I ſaid, his principles had been poiſoned by a noted infidel writer, 
but that he was, nevertheleſs, a benevolent good man. Johxs or. © We can 
have no dependance upon that inſtinctive, that conſtitutional goodneſs which 
is not founded upon principle. I grant you that ſuch a man may be a very 
amiable member of ſociety. I can conceive him placed in ſuch a ſituation 
that he is not much tempted to deviate from what is right; and as every man 
prefers virtue when there is not ſome ſtrong incitement to tranſgreſs its pre- 
cepts, I can conceive him doing nothing wrong. But if ſuch a man ſtood in 
need of money, I ſhould not like to truſt him ; and I ſhould certainly not 


truſt him with young ladies, for there there is always temptation. Hume, and 
other ſceptical innovators, are vain men, and will gratify themſelves at any | 
expence. Truth will not afford ſufficient food to their vanity ; ſo they have 


| betaken themſelves to errour. Truth, Sir, is a cow which will yield ſuch 

people no more milk, and ſo they are gone to milk the bull. If I could have 
allowed myſelf to gratify my vanity at the expence of truth, what fame might 
I have acquired. Every thing which Hume has advanced againſt Chriſtianity 


had paſſed through my mind long before he wrote. Always remember this, 


that after a ſyſtem 1s well ſettled upon pofitive evidence, a few partial objec- 
tions ought not to ſhake it. The human mind is fo limited, that it cannot 


take in all the parts of a ſubject, ſo that there may be objections raiſed againſt 
any thing. There are objections againſt a pms; and objections againſt 1 


vacuum; yet one of them muſt certainly be true.“ 
I mentioned Hume's -argument againſt the belief of wiel; that it is 
more probable that the witneſſes to the truth of them are miſtaken, or ſpeak 


falſely, than that the miracles ſhould be true. JohxSsoN.“ Why, Sir, the 
great difficulty of proving miracles ſhould make us very cautious in believing 
them. But let us conſider ; although Gop has made Nature to operate by 


certain fixed laws, yet it is not unreaſonable to think that he may ſuſpend 
thoſe laws, in order to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem highly advantageous to mankind. 
Now the Chriſtian religion is a moſt beneficial ſyſtem, as it gives us light 
and certainty where we were before in darkneſs: and doubt. The miracles 
which prove it are atteſted by men who had no intereſt in deceiving us ; 
but who, on the contrary, were told that they ſhould ſuffer perſecution, and 


did- actually lay down their lives in confirmation of the truth of the facts which 


they aſſerted. Indeed, for ſome centuries the heathens did not pretend to deny 
the miracles ; ; but ſaid they were performed by the aid of evil ſpirits. This 
T1 18 


= 


diſpleaſure. ' He is totally unfixed in his principles, and wants to puzzle other ＋ tt. 
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Cn oo enn of great weight. Then, Sir, when we take the proofs derived 
V 2 : from prophecies which have been ſo exactly fulfilled, we have moſt ſatisfactory 
f evidence. Suppoſing a miracle poſſible, as to which, in my opinion, there 
e -/ can be no doubt, we have as ſtrong evidence for. the miracles i in HK. rig of 
„ Chriſtianity, as the nature of the thing admits.“ 
At night, Mr. Johnſon and I fupped in a private room at the Turk's Head 
coffee-houſe, in the Strand. I encourage this houſe (ſaid he); for the miſ- 
treſs of it is a good civil woman, and has not much buſineſs.” 5 
ö « Sir, I love the acquaintance of young people; becauſe, in the firſt place, 
5 I don't like to think myſelf growing old. In the next place, young 
| acquaintances muſt laſt longeſt, if they do laſt; and then, Sir, young men 
have more virtue than old men; they have more generous ſentiments in every 
reſpect. I love the young dogs of this age: they have more wit and humour 
and knowledge of life than we had; but then the dogs are not fo good ſcho- 
lars. Sir, in my early years I read very hard. It is a fad reflection, but a 
true one, that I knew almoſt as much at eighteeri as I do now. My judge- 
ment, to be ſure, was not ſo good; but, I had all the facts. I remember 
very well, when I was at Oxford, an old gentleman ſaid to me, Young 
man, . ply your book diligently now, and acquire a ſtock of knowledge; for 
when years. come upon you, you will find chat Pug To books will be but 
an irkſome taſk.” 

Ih his account of his nadkig; given by himſelf in Sh words, fufficiently 
confirms what I have already advanced upon the diſputed queſtion as to his 
application. It reconciles any ſeerning inconſiſtency in his way of talking upon 

it at different times; and ſhews that idleneſs and reading hard were with him 

5 relative terms, the import of which, as uſed by him, muſt be gathered from 

2 ccompariſon with what ſcholars of different degrees of ardour and aſſiduity 
VV have been known to do. And let it be remembered, that he was now talking 
. N ſpontaneouſiy, and expreſſing his genuine ſentiments; whereas at other times 
N 22 oe . he might be induced from his ſpirit of contradiction, or more properly from 
. pt 2295 Th” 7 love of argumentative conteſt, to {| peak lightly of his own application to 
ft _ ork Audy- It is pleaſing to conſider that the old gentleman's gloomy prophecy 
| bat 5 / % Aas to the irkſomeneſs of books to men of an advanced age, which is too often 
1.4% Hats 1 —flulfilled, was fo far from being verified in Johnſon, that his ardour for literature 
we) never failed, and his laſt writings had more eaſe and vivacity than wad of his 

3 earlier productions. 

He mentioned to me now, hs: the firſt 1 that he had been diſtreſt by 


/ — and for that reaſon had been obliged to fy from ſtudy and medi- 
: 7 | Ss . | tation, 
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. to the diſſipating variety of life. Againſt melancholy he recommended 1763. 1 g þ | 
conſtant occupation of mind, a great deal of exerciſe, moderation in eating . | 44 
and drinking, and eſpecially to ſhun drinking at night. He ſaid melancholy 1 
people were apt to fly to intemperance for relief, but that it ſunk them much 1 ſ 
deeper i in miſery. He obſerved, that labouring men who work hard, and live TR 
ſparingly, -are ſeldom or never troubled with low ſpirits. | W | 
Hie again inſiſted on the duty of maintaining ſubordination of rank. * Sir, _ 

I would no more deprive a nobleman of his reſpect, than of his money. 1 1 - 
conſider myſelf as acting a part in the great ſyſtem of ſociety, and I do to = i 
others as I would have them to do to me. I would behave to a noble- 0 I 4 
man as I ſhould expe& he would behave to me, were I a nobleman and he ods 55 22 u, CHE EE : , It. 
Sam. Johnſon. Sir, there is one Mrs. Macaulay * in this town, a great repub- 1 alcet 3 A, W : My 1 1 
lican. One day when I was at her houſe, I put on a very grave countenance, a a: x 2 : . f |. 
and laid to her, © Madam, I am now become a convert to your way of think- Ate” 5 5 4 is 1 # 
ing. I am convinced that all mankind are upon an equal footing ; and to Shan 5 Z 22. . 7 I: F 
give you an unqueſtionable proof, Madam, that I am in earneſt, here is a very. j- £- , e it 
ſenſible, civil, well-behaved fellow-citizen, your footman ; I defire that | „ i 


he may be allowed to fit down and dine with us.” I thus, Sir, ſhewed her tze FED a ante rs 
abſurdity of the levelling doctrine. She has never liked me ſince. Sir, your 
levellers wiſh to level down as far as themſelves ; but they cannot bear levelling 
up to themſelves. They would all have ſome people under them; why not 
then have ſome people above them?“ IT mentioned a certain authour who 
diſguſted me by his forwardneſs, and by ſhewing no deference to noblemen into 
whoſe company he was admitted. Jonxnsown. © Suppoſe a ſhoemaker ſhould „„ 0 
claim an equality with him as he does with a Lord; how would he ſtare. 
© Why, Sir, do you ſtare ? (ſays the ſhoemaker,) I do great ſervice to ſociety. 
*Tis true, I am paid for doing it; but ſo are you, Sir: and I am forry to ſay 


it, better paid than I am, for doing ſomething not ſo neceſſary. For man- : 
kind could do better without your books, than without my ſhoes.” Thus, 
Sir, there would be a perpetual ſtruggle for precedence, were there no fixed _ 5 - , . 
invariable rules for the diſtinction of . which creates no jealouſy, as it is LI RW. LE 
allowed to be accidental.” 5 LT > > e 1 


Hie ſaid, Dr. Joſeph Warton was a very 1 man, „and his « Eſſayr 
on the Genius and Writings of Pope,” a very pleaſing book. I wondered 
that he delayed ſo long to give us the continuation of it. Jonnzox, > Why, 


5 'This oze Mrs. 88 was the ſame perſonage who een made herſelf ſo much known 
as . the celebrated female hiſtorian,” 


Ii 2 1 Sir, 


244 
1763. 


FEY to perſuade the world to be of his opinion as to Pope. 


— 


: 4 LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON: 
Sir, I ſuppoſe he finds himſelf a little diſappointed, in not rang m able 


”” 


We have now been favoured with the concluding volume, in which; to uſe 
a parliamentary expreſſion, he has explained, ſo as not to appear quite fo adverſe 


to the opinion of the world concerning Pope, as was at firſt thought ; and we 


muſt all agree, that his work is a moſt valuable acceſſion to Engliſh literature. 
A writer of deſerved eminence being mentioned, Johnſon faid, Why, 
Sir, he is a man of good parts, but being originally poor, he has got a love 
of mean company and low jocularity ; ; a very bad thing, Sir. To laugh is 
good, as to talk is good. But you ought no more to think it enough if you 
laugh, than you are to think it enough if you talk. You may. laugh in as 
many Ways as you talk ; and ſurely 2 = of clking chat is Practiſed can- 
not be eſteemed. Fa 

1 ſpoke of Sir James Macdonald as a young man 55 moſt diſtinguiſhed 
merit, who united the higheſt reputation at Eton and Oxford, with the patri- 
archal ſpirit of a great Highland Chieftain. I mentioned that Sir James had 
faid to me, that he had never ſeen Mr. Johnſon, but he had a great reſpect for 
him, though at the ſame time it was mixed with ſome degree of terrour. 
Jonxsox. © Sir, if he were to be acquainted with me, it might leſſen both.” 

The mention of this gentleman led us to talk of the Weſtern Iſlands of 
Scotland, to viſit which he expreſſed a wiſh that then appeared to me a very 
romantick fancy, which J little thought would be afterwards realized. He told 
me, that his father had put Martin's account of thoſe iſlands into his hands 
when he was very young, and that he was highly pleaſed with it; that he was 
particularly ſtruck with the St. Kilda man's notion that the high church of | 
| Glaſgow had been hollowed out of a rock; a circumſtance to which old Mr. 
Johnſon had directed his attention. He ſaid, he would go to the Hebrides 
with me, when I returned from my travels, unleſs ſome very good.companion 
| ſhould offer when I was abſent, which he did not think probable ; adding, 
« There are few people to whom I take ſo much to as you.” And when 1 
talked of my leaving England, he ſaid, with a very affectionate air, © My 
dear Boſwell, I ſhould be very unhappy at parting, did I think we were not 
to meet again.” — I cannot too often remind my readers, that although ſuch 
inſtances of his kindneſs are doubtleſs very flattering to me, yet I hope my 


125 recording them will be aſcribed to a better motive than to vanity; for they 


afford unqueſtionable evidence of his tenderneſs and complacency, which ſome, 
while they were forced to Kknendedge his great powers, have been ſo ſtrenuous 


to deny. 
He 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 5 . 1 
_ He maintained, that a boy at ſchool was the happieſt of human beings. 113 — . 
ſupported a different opinion, from which I have never yet varied, that a man N N A 


is happier; and I enlarged upon the anxiety and ſufferings which are endured | 7 
at ſchool. Joxnson. © Ah! Sir, a boy's being flogged is not fo ſevere as a „„ 


man's having the hiſs of the world againſt him. Men have a ſolicitude about „„ 
Pe! and the greater ſhare they have of it, the more afraid they are of loſing _ „„ - - > 
t.“ I filently aſked myſelf, © Is it poſſible that the great Samuel Johnſon- e „ 


really entertains any ſuch apprehenſion, and is not confident that his exalted 2 . 
fame is eſtabliſhed upon a foundation never to be ſhaken?” — w 2 
le this evening drank a bumper to Sir David Dalrymple, as a man of 


Worth, a ſcholar, and a wit — I have (faid he) never heard of him except Do 3 Ferro MOR #1] 
from you; but let him know my opinion of him: for as he does not ſhew HEY — JA. F *7 

| himſelf much 1 in the world, he ſhould have the praiſe of mo few who hear ar of | | „ 
5 55 7 42 8 N 1 . Ar 
On Tueſday, July 26, I found Mr. Johnſon alone. It was a very „„ __ . 
and I again complained of the diſagreeable effects of ſuch weather. Jonnsov. > 


« Sir, this is all imagination, which phyſicians encourage; for man lives in 

air, as a fiſh lives in water; ſo that if the atmoſphere preſs heavy from above. | PS 
there 1s an equal reſiſtance from below. To be ſure, bad weather is hard upon 
people who are obliged to be abroad; and men cannot labour ſo well in the «7 
open air in bad weather, as in- good : but, Sir, a ſmith or a tailor, whoſe | 3 
work is within doors, will ſurely do as much in rainy weather as in fair. Some 
very delicate frames, indeed, 85 be affected by wet weather, but not com- 


mon conſtitutions.” _ ; „ 
Me talked of the YR of children; and I aſked him what he Pe „ 
vas beſt to teach them firſt. JohNS0N. © Sir, it is no matter what you 7 
teach them firſt, any more than what leg you ſhall put into your breeches firſt. LE 
Sir, you may ſtand diſputing which is beſt to put in firſt, but in the mean 
time your breech is bare. Sir, while you are conſidering which of two things 
you ſhould teach your child firſt, another boy has learnt them both.” 15 El EX - 
On Thurſday, J uly 28, we again ſupped in private at the Turk's Head 5 N | 
coffee-houſe. JonxsoN. Swift has a higher reputation than he deſerves. 8 . 
His excellence is ſtrong ſenſe; for his humour, though very well, is not Rs 11 f 
remarkably good. I doubt whether the © Tale of a Tub” be his; for he never _ 
owned it, and it is much above his uſual manner | 5 | l 
TS This opinion was given by him more at large at a ſubſequent period, | See © Journal of a —_———— 25 1 | 
Tour to the Hebrides,” 3d edit, p. 32. | ; i 
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246 HRE LIFE OT DR. JORNSON __ | 
1769. ce e Thomſon, I think, had as much of the poet about him as moſt writers, 
I Every thing appeared to him through the medium of his favourite purſuit, 
He 1 not have * ae two candles n but with a Poetica 
e | ; 
| M Has not 4 deal of wit, Sir! L 13 61 do not Wink 
{, Sir. He is, 5 0 continually attempting wit, but he fails. And I have 
no more pleaſure i in hearing a man attempting wit and failing, than in ſeeing „ 
a man trying to leap over a ditch and tumbling 1 into it.” Aw? 4 ha. on i 
He laughed heartily, , when I mentioned to him a ſaying of his concerning © 4 4 
Mr. Thomas Sheridan, which Foote took a wicked pleaſure to circulate. bens — 175 
cc Why, Sir, Sherry is dull, naturally dull; but it muſt have taken him a L e 
great deal of pains to become what we now ſee him. Such an exceſs of ye *Y 
ſtupidity, — is not in Nature. — 80 . he,) 1 allowed him all his oun 
merit.” 
„„ He now added, Sheridai cannot bear me. 1 bring his Jochen to a 
/ . the point. I aſk him a plain queſtion, What do you mean to teach? Beſides, 
2 Sir, what influence can Mr. Sheridan have upon the language of this great 
country by his narrow exertions. Sir, it 18 burning a n candle . 
MF to ſhew light at Calais. 
. Alling of a young man ws was uncaly from thinking that he was very 
SY th” deficient in learning and knowledge, he ſaid, “ A man has no reaſon to com- 
plain who holds a middle place and has many below him ; and perhaps he has 
not ſix of his years above him; perhaps not one. Though he may not know 
any thing perfectly, the general. maſs of kndwledge that he has acquired is 
conſiderable. Time will do for him all that is wanting. 5 | 
1 . | The converſation then took a philoſophical turn. Jonxsow. 2 Human 
+ "2 _— experience, which is conſtantly contradicting theory, is the great teſt of truth, 
WY ; A ſyſtem, built upon the diſcoveries. of a great many minds, is always of more 
4 oe” 1 ©, ſtrength, than what is produced 'by the mere. workings of any one mind, 
which, of itſelf, can do little. There is not ſo poor a book in the world but 
what would be a prodigious effort were it wrought out entirely by a ſingle f 
mind, without the aid of prior inveſtigators. The French writers are ſuper- 
fs cial, becauſe they are not ſcholars, and fo proceed upon the mere power of 
their own minds; and we ſee how very little power they have.” 
As to the Chriſtian religion, Sir, beſides the ſtrong evidence which we 
have for it, there is a balance in its favour from the number of great men 
| who have been convinced of its truth, after a ſerious conſideration of the 
3 Toned queſtion, Grotius was an acute man, a lawyer, a man accuſtomed to examine 
1 4 . . evidence, 
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THE. LIFE or DR. JOHNSON. 247 LK fo. 9 
„1 bees, and he was-convinced. Groties was not a recluſe, but a man of 1763. 4M 2-4 
TH, 2 the world, who certainly had no bias to the ſide of religion. Sir r Iſaac Newton EC Je Lf fort ) A mM 
ts ſet out an infidel, and came to be a very firm believer.” 6 7 „„ i, MA 14) os ho .. „ 
1 Cr. He this evening again recommended to me to perambulat Spain”. I ſaid it VV A, i 
| 2 would amuſe him to get a letter from me dated at Salamancha. JoRNSON. 1 AA. be, 9 Cane a” 1 
11 hel love the Univerſity of Salamancha ; for when the Spaniards were in doubt as fre BAF C75. 5 $ a A =_ 
ut to the lawfulneſs of their conquering America, the Univerſity of Salamanchhka 7 2 i»; e,. 


h 2 gave it as their opinion that it was not lawful.” He ſpoke this with great Lan Ln 7 e 3 5 14 
. emotion, and with that generous warmth which. dictated the lines in his 42. | 0 1 | 
LH © e London,” againſt Spaniſn encroachment. 1 
l expreſſed my opinion of my friend Derrick as but a poor writer. 1 
Jonxso N.“ To be ſure, Sir, he is; but you are to conſider that his being a | F 6 
literary man has got for him all that he has. It has made him King of Bath. „ ”. 

Sir, he has nothing to ſay for himſelf but that he is a writer. Had he not 2.5 54 : 0 3k 

been a writer, he muſt have been ſweeping the croflings in the ſtreets, and. Sree”, 7 Hart 7 = 

aking halfpence from every body that paſt.” 8 e 4 : L 71 2e. = 

In juſtice, however, to the memory of Mr. Derrick, who was my firſt tutor Hat” fu”: 5 4 4 1 

in the ways of London, and ſhewed me the town in its variety of depart- r P 3 1 3 

ments, both literary and ſportive, the pa ficulaps of of heh | r. Johnſon. tne 4 
adviſed me to put in writing, it is proper td mention what Johnſon, at a ſub- | ES 5 
ſequent period, faid of him both as a writer and an ror « Sir, I have often. 9 

ſaid, that if Derrick's letters had been written by one of a more eſtabliſhed 12 

name, they would have been thought very pretty letters *.” And, ] ſent GE _— 
Derrick to Dryden's relations to gather materials for his life; and'I ee he 8 1 

got all that I myſelf ſhould have got?.” 5 | -- 

Poor Derrick ! I remember him with kindneſs. Yet 1 ch with-hold iy 

from my readers a pleaſant humourous ſally which could not have hurt him LT -FY 

had he been alive, and now is perfectly harmleſs. In his collection of poems, E 1 

there is one upon entering the harbour of Dublin, his native city, after a long i 

1 abſence. It begins thus: 8 8 
« Eblana ! much lov'd City, Bail! N 5 {4 

« Where firſt I ſaw the light. of day.” L j 

7 I fully intended to have followed advice of ſuch weight ; but having ſtaid much longer both \ i þ 

in Germany and Italy than I propoſed to do, and having alſo viſited Corſica, 1 found that I had. 7 19 

exceeded the time allowed me by my father, and haſtened to France in mY way homewards. 85 WES 1 


* Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3d edit. p. 104. 9 Ibid. p. 142. 
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x 763. And aſter a ſolemn reflection o on his _ . numbered with bauen dead,” 


Eat, 5 there is the following ſtanza ; | 


« Unleſs my lines protract my fame, 
« And thoſe, who chance to read them, cry, 


ny 3 « I knew him! Derrick was his name, 


" i. In yonder tomb his aſhes lie.“ 


Which 3 was thus happily parodied by Mr. John Home, to whom we owe the 
beautiful and pathetick tragedy of Douglas: ; 


„„ Unleſs my deeds protract my fame, 
. Ang be who paſſes AA fings, 


7 en « knew him! Derrick was his name, 


« On youder tree bis carcaſe Fwings put 


1 doubt much whether the amiable and ingenious withour of theſe burleſque 
"Hows will recollect them, for they were produced extempore one evening while 


he and I were walking together in the dining-room at Eglintoune caſtle, in 


__ and I have never mentioned them to him ſince. 
- Johnſon ſaid once to me, Sir, I honour Derrick for his preſence of mind. 
One night, when Floyd*, another poor authour, was wandering about the 


ſtreets in the night, he found Derrick faſt aſleep upon a bulk; upon being 


. ſuddenly waked, Derrick ſtarted up, My dear F loyd, I am ſorry to ſee you 


in this deſtitute ſtate; will you go home with me to my lodgings PP het When 


I again begged his advice as to my method of ſtudy at Utrecht. Come, 
(faid he) let us make a day of it. Let us go down to Greenwich and dine, 
and talk of it there.” The following Saturday was fixed for this excurſion. 
As we walked along the Strand to-night, arm in arm, a woman of the town 
accoſted us, in the uſual enticing manner. No, no, my girl, (ſaid Johnſon, ) 
it won't do.“ He, however, did not treat her with harſnneſs, and we talked 
of the wretched life of ſuch women; and agreed, that much more miſery than 
happineſs, upon the whole, is produced by illicit commerce between the ſexes. 
On Saturday, July 30, Dr. Johnſon and I took a ſculler at the Temple- 
ſtairs, and ſet out for Greenwich. I aſked him if he really thought a know- 
| ledge of the Greek and Latin languages an eſſential requiſite to a good 
education. Jonnsow. . Moſt certainly, Sir. For thoſe who' know them 
have a very great advantage over thoſe who do not. Nay, Sir, it is. won- 


derful what a difference learning makes upon people even in the common 


ot He publiſhed a biographical work, — an account of eminent writers „ in hin vols. 8v0. 
intercourſe 


— 


fer , 
WT, 


amp” 


* , 4 ee 


#\ 


THE LIFE OF DR. oN SON. 


intercourſe of life, which does not appear to be much onhotied with it.” 
And yet, (ſaid I) people will go through the world very well, and carry on the 
. buſineſs of life to good advantage, without learning.” Jonnson. « Why, Sir, 


that may be true in caſes where learning cannot poſſibly be of any uſe; for 


inſtance, this boy rows us as well without learning, as if he could ſing the ſong 
of Orpheus to the Argonauts, who were the firſt ſailors.” He then called to 
the boy, What would you give, my lad, to know about the Argonauts?“ 


Sir, (faid the boy,) I would give what I have.” Johnſon was much pleaſed 


with his anſwer, and we gave him a double fare. Mr. Johnſon then turning 


to me, © Sir, (ſaid he) a deſire of knowledge i is the natural feeling of mankind; 


and every human being, whoſe mind is not debauched, will be w willing to give 


all chat he has to get knowledge.” luc #27 LL Mu, me, . C. . 


We landed at the Old Swan, and walked to Billingſgate, where we took 
oars, and moved ſmoothly along the ſilver Thames. It was a very fine 
day. We were entertained with the immenſe number and variety of ſhips 


5 that were lying at anchor, _ with the Devel country on each fide of the 


river. 
I talked of preaching, and of the great Wies which thoſe called Methodiſts" 
have. JoansoN. © Sir, it is owing to their expreſſing themſelves in a plain 


1 All who are acquainted with the hiſtory of Religion, (the moſt important, ſurely, that con- 
cerns the human mind,) know that the appellation of Merhodifts was firſt given to a ſociety of 


ſtudents in the Univerſity of Oxford, who about the year 1730, were diſtinguiſhed by an earneſt 


and methodical attention to devout exerciſes, This diſpoſition of mind- is-not a novelty or 
peculiar to any ſect, but has been, and ſtill may be found, in many Chriſtians 'of every denomi- 


nation. Johnſon himſelf was, in a dignified manner, a Methodiſt, In his Rambler, No, 110, 


he mentions with reſpect <* the whole diſcipline of regulated piety ;” and in his Prayers and 
Meditations,” many inſtances occur of his anxious examination into his ſpiritual ſtate. That this 


religious earneſtneſs, and in particular an obſervation of the influence of the Holy Spirit, has 


ſometimes degenerated into folly, and ſometimes been counterfeited for baſe purpoſes, cannot be 
denied. But it is not, therefore, fair to decry it when genuine. The principal argument in 
reaſon and good ſenſe againſt methodiſm is, that it tends to debaſe human nature, and prevent the 
generous exertions of goodneſs, by an unworthy ſuppoſition that Gop will pay no regard to them, 
although it is poſitively ſaid in the ſcriptures that he will reward every man according to his 
works.” But I am happy to have it in my power to do juſtice to thoſe whom it is the faſhion 


to ridicule, without any knowledge of their tenets ; and this I can do by quoting a paſſage. 


from one of their beſt apologiſts, Mr. Milner, who thus expreſſes their doctrine upon this 


ſubject. Juſtified by faith, renewed in his faculties, and conſtrained by the love of Chriſt, 


their heliever moves in the ſphere of love and gratitude, and all his duties flow more or leſs from 


* en And though they are accumulating for him in heaven a treaſure of bliſs proportimed o 
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1763. and familiar manner, which is the only way to do good to the common ankle 
and which clergymen of genius and learning ought to do from a principle of 
dudauty, when it is ſuited to their congregations; a practice, for which they will 

OY be praiſed by men of ſenſe. To inſiſt againſt drunkenneſs as a crime, becauſe 
„ | it debaſes Reaſon, the nobleſt faculty of man, would be of no ſervice to the 
| common people: but to tell them that they may die in a fit of drunkenneſs, 

and ſhew them how dreadful that would | be, cannot fail to make a deep 
: | a impreſſion. Sir, when your Scotch clergy give up their homely manner, 
1 N 2 „ religion will ſoon decay in that country.” CROP this IO as Johnſon 
N. $;:,7 meant it, be ever remembered. 
| 4. ae, SU I was much pleaſed to find avyfelf with Johnſon at eech which he 
A « celebrates. in his London” as a favourite ſcene. I had the poem in my 
en 3 we men, 2 1 and read the lines aloud with enthuſiaſm: e 
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l — Lf Z— 6407. 2 on Thames': s banks in ſilent thought we ſtood, 
SH : = He Oe od 2 „ Where Greenwich ſmiles upon the ſilver flood: 


„ L ho wy = I * Pleas'd with the ſeat which gave EL za birth, 
Ger end 8 « We kneel, and kiſs the conſecrated earth.” 


by. 95 e 97 ES ont Oe. He remarked that the ſtructure of Greenwich hoſpital was too "Een Ig 
. 1 80 „ for a place of charity, and that its Parts were too much detached to make 09 ns 

B == whole. % U {is kirk lhe knew! ne, u & l. Pa ff * | | 

Buchanan, he ſaid, was a very fine poet; and obſerved, that he was the 

| firſt who complimented a lady, by aſcribing to her the different perfections of 

the heathen goddeſſes ; but that Johnſton improved Wo this, by making his 

lady, at the fame time, free from their defects. 

—_— 1 H .᷑4lee dwelt upon Buchanan's elegant verſes to Mary Queen of Scots, Mus Hed 

"= 5 Caledoniæ, &c. and ſpoke with enthuſiaſm of the beauty of Latin verſe. 
—_ | © All the modern languages (faid he) cannot furniſh ſo melodious a line as 


TT oo . 8 © Pormojam ore. doces Amarillida fiboas.” | 


4 ag 


3 


Afterwards he entered upon the buſineſs of che day, which was to give 
me his advice as to a courſe of . And here I am to mention with much 
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. is faithfulneſs au activity, and it is is by no means Auen Ls his 3 to 1 the force of this 
3 4 : 4 . aa tonfderiathon, yet love itſelf ſweetens every duty to his mind ; and he thinks there is no abſurdity 
1111 4 =, . 74 in his feeling the love of Go as the grand commanding principle of his life.” Eſſays on. ſeveral 
,* . » bs Lane 5 83 religious Subjefts, Gc. by Foſeph Milner, A. M. Maſter of the Grammar _—_ 7 Kar u- 
P | e | 
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regret, that my record of what he ſaid is miſerably ſcanty. I recolle& with 
admiration an animating blaze of eloquence, which rouſed every intellectual Ira 
power in me to the higheſt pitch, but muſt have dazzled me ſo much, that my 
memory could not preſerve the ſubſtance of his diſcourſe ; for the note which 


I find of it is no more than this He ran over the grand ſcale of human 


knowledge; adviſed me to ſele& ſome particular branch to excel in, but to 
acquire a little of every kind.” The defect of my minutes will be fully ſupplied 
by a long letter upon the ſubject which he favoured me with, after I had 


been ſome time at Utrecht, and which my readers will have the pleaſure to 


| peruſe 1 in its proper place. 

We walked in the evening in Greenwich Park. He aſked me, I ſuppoſe 
by way of trying my diſpoſition, © Is not this very fine? Having no exqui- 
ſite reliſh of the beauties of Nature, and being more delighted with © the 
buſy hum of men,” I anſwered; © Yes, * but nat equal to F leet-ſtreet.” 
Jonnson. © You are right, Sir.“ 

I am aware that many of my readers may cenſure my want of taſte. Let 


1763. 
— 


me, however, ſhelter myſelf under the authority of a very faſhionable Baronet 


in the brilliant world, who, on his attention being called to the fragrance of 
a May evening in the country, obſerved, © This may be very well; but, for 
my part, I prefer the ſmell of a flambeau at the play-houſe. 
We ſtaid fo long at Greenwich, that our fail up the river, in our return to 
London, was by no means ſo pleaſant as in the morning; for the night air 
was ſo cold that it made me ſhiver. I was the more ſenſible of it from having 
ſat up all the night before, recollecting and writing in my journal what I thought 
worthy of preſervation; an exertion, which, during the firſt part of my 
acquaintance with Johnſon, I frequently made. I remember having fat up 
four nights in one week, without being much incommoded in the day time. 
_- Johnſon, whoſe robuſt frame was not in the leaſt affected by the cold, 
ſcolded me, as if my ſhivering had been a paltry effeminacy, ſaying, Why 
do you ſhiver?” Sir William Scott, of the Commons, told me, that when 
he complained of a head-ach in the poſt-chaiſe, as they were travelling toge- 
ther to Scotland, Johnſon treated him in the ſame manner: At your age, 
Sir, I had no head-ach.” It is not eaſy to make allowance for ſenſations in 
others, which we ourſelves have not at the time. We muſt all have experienced 
how very differently we are affęcted by the complaints of our neighbours, when 
we are well and when we are ill. In full health, we can ſcarcely believe that they 
ſuffer much; ſo faint is the image of pain upon our imagination: when 
ſoftened * ſickneſs, we readily ſympathize with the ä of others. 5 ; 
. 5 e 
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we hed whe + , Which ſhe was well acquainted. with his habits,” and knew how to lead him on 
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1763. We concluded the day at the Turk's Head coffee-houſe. very ſocially... He 

2 was pleaſed to liſten to a particular account which I gave him of my family; 

and of its hereditary eſtate, as to the extent and population of which he aſked 

queſtions, and made calculations; recommending, at the ſame time, a liberal 

| kindneſs to the tenantry, as people over whom the proprietor was placed by 
e Providence. He took delight in hearing my deſcription of the romantick 
N ſeat of my anceſtors. © I mult be there, Sir, (ſaid he) and. we will live in 
the ald caftle; and if there is not a room in it remaining, we will build one.” 

I was highly flattered, but could ſcarcely indulge a hope that Auchinleck 

. would indeed be honoured by his preſence, and celebrated by a deſcription, 
8 as it afterwards was, in his © Journey to the Weſtern Iſlands. 
1 After we had again talked of my ſetting out for Holland, he ſaid 1 muſt 
is thee out of England: I will: accompany you to Harwich.” I could not 

find words to 8 waat I felt upon this e and very great. mark 

of his affectionate regard. 

Next day, Sunday, Joly, 31, 1 told kari 1 had . that morning at a 

meeting of the people called Quakers, where I had heard a woman preach. 


| Jae « Sir, à woman's preaching is like a. dog's Lalking on his hinder 
Wa — 3 It is not done well ; 


but you are furprized to find it t done at all. 
hy le i . Hs "On "Tuclday, Auguſt 2, (the day of my. departure from Lon London having 
been fixed for the 5th,). Dr. Johnſon did me the honour to paſs a part of the 
morning with me at my Chambers. He faid, that © he always felt an incli- 
nation to do nothing. I obſerved, that it was ſtrange to think that the moſt 

 indolent man in Britain had written the moſt 1 work, Tur a 
DicrioxaR r. | 
I mentioned an dine 8 5 by a ce a certain friend of his, at an early | 


4. No, Sir; not much. It may, perhaps, be mentioned at an election.“ 
„ 7 la I had now made good my title to be a privileged man,, and was carried by 
e. ul © him in the evening to drink tea with Miſs Williams, whom, though. under 

fe 7 PEW F A the misfortune of having, loſt her ſight, I found to be agreeable in conver- 
2 Cr 7 ſation; for ſhe had a variety of literature, and expreſſed herſelf well; but her 
LY J peculiar value was the intimacy in which ſhe had long lived with Johnſon, by 


to talk. 
.. Ati. Aſter tea he earried me to Ke he called bs walk, which was a long 1 narrow. . 
A ran A ret court in the neighbourhood, overſhadowed by ſome trees. There we 


a a conſiderable time; and I i to him that my love of 
| London 


4 1 
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London and of his company was ſuch, that I ſhrunk almoſt from the 
thought of going away even to travel, which is generally ſo much deſired by 
young men. He rouſed me by manly and ſpirited converſation. He adviſed 
me, when ſettled in any place abroad, to ſtudy with an eagerneſs after know- 
ledge, and to apply to Greek an hour every day; and when I was s moving 
5 thouts to read diligently the great book of mankind. 

On Wedneſday, Auguſt 3, we had our laſt ſocial evening at r the Turks 

Head coffee-houſe, before my ſetting out for foreign parts. I had the miſ- 

fortune, before we parted, to irritate him unintentionally. I mentioned to 
him how common it was in the world to tell * abſurd ſtories of him, and to 
aſcribe to him very ſtrange ſayings. Jornson. © What do they make me 
lay, Sir?“ BoswzLL. © Why, Sir, as an inſtance very ſtrange indeed, (laugh- 
ing heartily as I ſpoke,) David Hume told me, you ſaid that you would 1 
before a battery of cannon, to reſtore the Convocation to its full powers.” — 


Little did I apprehend that he had actually ſaid this; but I was ſoon convinced | 


of my errour; for, with a determined look, he thundered out, And would 
I not, Sir? Shall the Preſbyterian Kirk of Scotland have its General Aſſem- 
bly, and the Church of England be denied its Convocation ?” He was 
walking up and down the room while I told him the anecdote ; but when he 
uttered this exploſion of high-church zeal, he had come cloſe to my chair, 
and his eyes flaſhed with indignation. I bowed to the ſtorm, and diverted the 


force. of it, by leading him to expatiate on the influence which religion 


derived from maintaining the church with great external reſpeCtability. | 
| I muſt not omit to mention that he this year wrote ! The Life of Aſcham, “ 
and the Dedication to the Earl of Shafteſbury, prefixed to the. edition. „ 
that writer's Engliſh works, publiſhed by Mr. Bennet. 
on F riday, Auguſt 5, we ſet out early in the morning in he Harwich 
ſtage coach. A fat elderly gentlewoman, and a young Dutchman, ſeemed the 
| moſt inclined among us to converſation, At the inn where we dined, the gentle- 
woman faid that ſhe had done her beſt to educate her children; and, particu- 


253 
1563. 
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Etat. 5+ 


/ 


larly, that ſhe had never ſuffered them to be a moment idle. Joanson.. «1 


with, Madam, you would educate me too; for I have been an idle fellow all 
my life.” I am ſure, Sir, (ſaid ſhe) you have not been idle.” JohNSOx. 
Nay, Madam, it is very true; and that gentleman there (pointing to me,) 


has been idle. He was idle at Edinburgh. His father ſent him to Glaſgow, 


where he continued to be idle. He then came to London, where he has 
been very idle; and now he | is going to Utrecht, where he will be as idle as 
25 ever.“ 
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— ever.” I aſked him privately how he could expoſe me ſo. Jornson, *«Poh, 
y gap 2 poh (aid he) they knew nothing about you, and will think of it no more.” 
1 In the afternoon the gentlewoman talked violently againſt the Roman Catho- 
| licks, and of the horrours of the Inquiſition. To the utter.aſtoniſhment of 
| all the paſſengers but myſelf, who knew that he could talk upon any ſide of a 
- . gqiueſtion, he defended the Inquiſition, and maintained, that . falſe doctrine ſhould 
1 be checked on its firſt appearance; that the civil power ſhould unite with the 
church in puniſhing thoſe who dared to attack the eſtabliſhed religion, and that 
| ſuch only were puniſhed by the Inquiſition.” He had in his pocket *« Pomponius 
Mela de fitu Orbis, in which he read occaſionally, and ſeemed very intent upon 
ancient geography. Though by no means niggardly, his attention to what 
„„ was: generally right was ſo minute, that having obſerved at one of the ſtages 
pry Jare'— | E oftentatiouſly gave a ſhilling to the coachman, when the cuſtom was for 
£5 each paſſenger to give only ſix- ponce, he took me aſide and ſcolded me, ſaying 
that what I had done would make the coachman diſſatisfied with all the reſt 
of the paſſengers, who gave him no more than his due. This was a juſt 
reprimand ; for in whatever way a man may indulge his generoſity or his vanity 
in ſpending his money, for the ſake of others he ought not to raiſe the price 
of any article for which there is a conſtant demand. x H. a F nun. /%l 
 - He talked of Mr. Blacklock's poetry, ſo far as it was deſcriptive of viſible 
objects; and obſerved, that © as its authour had the misfortune to be blind, 
we may be abſolutely ſure that ſuch paſſages are combinations of what he 
has remembered of the works of other writers who could ſee. That fooliſh 
fellow Spence has laboured to explain Philoſophically how Blacklock may 
have done, by means of his own faculties, what it is impoſſible he ſhould 
do. The ſolution, as J have given it, is plain. Suppoſe, I know a man to 
—_  - be ſo lame that he is abſolutely incapable to move himſelf, and I find him in 
V a different room from that in which 1 teft him; ſhall I puzzle myſelf with idle 


7 f 
WT 


= conjectures, that, perhaps, his nerves have by ſome unknown change all at 
N odnce become effective? No, Sir; it is clear how he got into a different room. 
- 12 1 „ . | He was carried. 8 . | P00 C.. 4 u. 4 * 8 
—_—  . - 5 Having ſtopped a night at Colcheſter, Johnſon talked of that town 
= with veneration, for having ſtood a ſiege for Charles the Firſt. The Dutch- 
1 . man alone now remained with us. He ſpoke Engliſh tolerably well; and 
3'8 : thinking to recommend himſelf to us dy expatiating on the ſuperiority of 
= dee criminal juriſprudence of this country over that of Holland, he inveighed 
—_  - x 1 againſt the barbarity of putting an accuſed perſon to the torture, in order to 
—_ - —— force a confeſſion. But Johnſon was as Fey for this, as for the Inquiſition. 
UN * F IOW 
1 
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5 Why, Sir, you do not, I find, underſtand the law of your own country. The 1763. ; 4 
torture in Holland is conſidered as a favour to an accuſed perſon; for no man 2 - 
is put to the torture there, unleſs there is as much evidence againſt him as PPP 
would amount to conviction in England. An accuſed perſon among you, Ai,, . 27 4 
therefore, has. one ce more to Pe puniſhment, than ow who are tried 42 hat # WP. h 
emen. us.“ EEK. EL” 255 e ö 915 3 . A 5 
At ſupper 00 night he talked of good eating with uncommon carisfadtion, Ne- tn, Hi. g 2 2 S 
10 « Some people (ſaid he,) have a fooliſh way of not minding, or pretending not =, 7-4 7 Crd MY 
to mind, what they eat. For my part, I mind my belly very ſtudiouſly, and ver 5 15 ; 2 


carefully; for I look upon it, that he who does not mind his belly will hardß 7 PAS 
mind any thing elſe.” He now appeared to me Jean Bull philoſephe, and he . . 2 : „,, 
was, for the moment, not only ſerious but vehement. Yet I have heard him = 
upon other occaſions, talk with great contempt of people who were anxious to 3 
 - Sratify their palates; and the 206th number of his Rambler is a maſterly eſſay 5 : . _ 
, / againſt guloſity. His practice, indeed, I muſt acknowledge, may be con- _ 
e  fidered.as caſting the balance of his different opinions upon this ſubjeCt ; for I 4 
never knew any man who reliſhed good eating more than he did. When at f e = 
table, he was totally abſorbed in the buſineſs of the moment ; his looks ſeemed ” 1 3 : 1 
rivetted to his plate; nor would he, unleſs when in very high company, ſay 5 +. 
one word, or even pay the leaſt attention to what was ſaid by others, till he 
had ſatisfied his appetite, which was ſo fierce, 'and indulged with ſuch intenſe- 
neſs, that while in the act of eating, the veins of his forehead ſwelled, and =_ 
generally a ſtrong perſpiration was TR. To thoſe whoſe ſenſations were 4 Af A | 
delicate, this could notbut be diſguſting ; and it was doubtleſs not very ſuit- * „„ 1 
able to the character of a philoſopher, who ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by ſelf. 
command. But it muſt be owned, that Johnſon, though he could be rigidly 1 | 8 = 
bftemious, was not a temperate man either in eating or drinking. He could ER 
in, but he could not uſe moderately. He told me, that he had faſted — = 
two days without inconvenience, and that he had never been hungry but once. US * ut 2 | 1 
They who beheld with wonder how much he eat upon all occaſions when his 5 2 . 246, 9, = 


dinner was to his taſte, could not eaſily conceive what he muſt have meant by 
hunger; and not only was he remarkable for the extraordinary quantity which he 
eat, but he was, or affected to be, a man of very nice diſcernment in the 
ſcience of cookery. He uſed to deſcant critically on the diſhes which had been 
at table where he had dined or ſupped, and to recolle& very minutely what he 
had liked. I remember, when he was in Scotland, his praiſing © Gordon's 
| Palates,” (a diſh of palates at the Honourable — ene S,) with a 
warmth of expreſſion which might have done honour to more important 
Oo os g ſubjects. 


256 
| 1763; 


— 
s A. . 
a raſcal into the river; and he then proceeded to alarm a lady at whoſe houſe 


ſpends Hor him. I have heard him ſay on ſuch an occaſion, This 


: 8 ke eee 


Dr. Johnſon talked of chat ſtudied behaviour which many have recommended i. 


| ould be a em or _ m but 408 let nn, for the time, 6-7, 
17 its courſe. 2 


ing ſummer, come over Fo o Holland, and. e me in a tour through | 
the Netherlands. 


8 r round the candle, and burnt itſelf, he laid hold of this little inci- 
dent to admoniſh me ; faying, wich a fly look, and in a ſolemn but quiet 


i boat to Helvoetſluys being ſecured, and my baggage put on board, we dined 
at our inn by ourſelves, I happened to ſay it would be terrible if he ſhould 


For little matters. It would not be terrible, though I Tere to be detained 
Jome time here. The e of uſing * of diſproportionate e, 


923922 4 &. 

1 N 
ca CY 
ey 5 IS. * 1 
S, p 1 \; 


09 : / . 


Try! L195 OF DR Foun son 


cubje &s. « As for — s imitation of a made diſh it was a wretched attempt.” 
He Ange the ſame time was ſo much diſpleaſed with the performances of a 
nobleman's French cook, that he exclaimed with yehemence, I'd throw ſuch 


he was to ſup, by the following manifeſto of his ſkill: I, Madam, who live 
at a variety of good tables, am a much better judge of cookery, than any 
perſon who has a very tolerable cook, but lives much at home ; for his palate 
is gradually adapted to the taſte of his cook ; whereas, Madam, in trying by 
a wider range, I can more exquiſitely judge.” When invited to dine, even with 
an intimate friend, he was not pleaſed if ſomething better than a plain dinner 


was a good 3 enough, to be ſure; but it was not a dinner to 2% a man 

to. On the other hand, he was wont to expreſs, with great: glee, his ſatiſ- 
| tained quite to his mind. One day when he 
had dined with his neighbour. and landlord in Wole-court, Mr. Allen, the 
printer, whoſe old houſekeeper had ſtudied his taſte in every thing, he pro- 
nounced this eulogy, ** Sir, we could not have had a better dinner had there 
been a Synod of Cooks.” Coutsd e Coro l Lee e ee. org * 


While we were left by ourſelves, after the Dutchman had gone to bed, 1 {ow 


a 


4 
ta | 


and practiſed. He diſapproved of it; and faid, © I never conſidered whether I Ae. 


He flattered me with ſome Sigh that 15 r in the courſe of the follow. 


I teized him with fanciful apprehenſions of 1 A pinch having 


tone, 4 That Creature Was its own tormentor, and 1 believe its name was 


/ 


 Boswaty,” - © 4: 


Next day we got to Sick: to dinner ; —_ my bange in "4h © 


not find a ſpeedy opportunity, of returning to London, and be confined to fo 
dull a place. Jonnson, “Don't, Sir, accuſtom yourſelf to uſe big words 


15, 
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We went and looked at the church, and having gone into it and walked up 
to the altar, Johnſon, whoſe piety was conſtant and fervent, ſent me to my 
knees, ſaying, Now that you are going to leave your native country, recom- 
mend yourſelf to the protection of your Creator and Redeemer.” 

. After we came out of the church, we ſtood talking for ſome time together 


of Biſhop Berkeley” s ingenious ſophiſtry to prove the non-exiſtence of matter, 
and that every thing in the univerſe is merely ideal. I. obſerved, that though 


we are fatisfied his doctrine is not true, it is impoſſible to refute it. I never 
ſhall forget the alacrity with which Johnſon anſwered, ftriking his foot with 
mighty force againſt a large ſtone, till he rebounded from it, © I refute it h.“ 


This was a ſtout exemplification of the fir/f rruths.of Pere Bouffier, or the 


original principles of Reid and of Beattie ; without admitting which, we can no 
more argue in metaphyſicks, than we can argue in mathematicks without 
axioms. To me it is not conceivable how Berkeley can be anſwered by pure 
reaſoning. But I know that the nice and difficult taſk was to have been under- 


taken by one of the moſt luminous minds of the preſent age; had not politicks 


« turned him from calm philoſophy aſide.” What an admirable diſplay of 
ſubtilty, united with brilliance, might his contending with Berkeley have 


afforded us! How muſt we, when we reflect on the loſs of ſuch an intel- 


kits) feaſt, regret that he ſhould be characteriſed as the man, 


« Who born for the univerſe narrowed hi Wind, 
« And to party gave up what was meant for mankind ? ba 


My revered friend” walked down wich me to the beach, where we embraced 
and parted with tenderneſs, and engaged to correſpond by letters. 1 faid, «1 
hope, Sir, you will not forget me in my abſence.” Jounson. © Nay, Sir, 
it is more likely you ſhould forget me, than that I ſhould forget you.” As 
the veſſel put out to ſea, I kept my eyes upon him for a conſiderable time, 


' while he remained rolling his majeſtick frame in his uſual manner; at laft I * 


perceived him walk back into the town, and he diſappeared. 
Utrecht ſeeming at firſt very dull to me, after the animated ſcenes of 
dn, my Pirite were grievouſly affected; and I wrote to Johnſon a 


plaintive and deſponding letter, to which he paid no regard. Afterwards, 


when I had acquired a firmer tone of mind, I wrote him a ſecond letter, 


1 5 by 


tilde, i is, no doubt, too frequent every Where but, I think, moſt remarkable 1763. 
among the French, of which, all who have travelled in France muſt have 2 
been ſtruck with innumerable inſtances. D e — el, au MH . . 
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| bl - "CR 5 4 expreſiing. 1 anxiety to hear from bini: At length I received the Glow. 
—_— Eg. ing epiſtle, which was of important ſervice to me, and, 1 Les ll be har 
„ 15 — e | Eat BIR roche ; 
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Ar. Mr. Booweuu, a " Cour & Enya, Utrecht. 


| PE. Dian ITY e 8 1 | 
; de novto. think yourſelf as: or e negletted, 

1 5 that you have had yet no letter from me. I love to ſee my friends, to hear 
. . from them, to talk to them, and to talk of them; but it is not without a 
cConſiderable effort of reſolution that I prevail upon myſelf to write. I would: 
| not, however, gratify my ' own indolence * the omiſſion of wid important 

Tu: duty, or any office of real kindneſs. 

« To tell you that I am or am not well, that I have or have not been! in 

the country, that I drank your health in the room in which we fat laſt together, 
and that your acquaintance continue to ſpeak: of you with their former kind- 
neſs, topicks with which thoſe. letters are commonly filled which are written 

s only for the ſake of writing, I ſeldom ſhall think worth communicating ; but 
Fo if I can have it in my power to calm any harraſſing diſquiet, to excite any 

| Vvirtuous defire, to rectify any important opinion, or fortify any generous reſo- 

lution, you need not doubt but I ſhall at leaſt with to prefer the pleaſure of 
15 gratifying a friend much leſs eſteemed than yourſelf, before the gloomy calm 
of idle vacancy. Whether I ſhall eaſily arrive at an exact punctuality of 
1 correſpondence, J cannot tell. I ſhall, at preſent, expect that you will receive 
Ge iis in return for two which I have had from you. The firſt, indeed, gave 
me an account ſo hopeleſs of the ſtate of your mind, that it hardly admitted 
or deſerved an anſwer; by the ſecond I was much better pleaſed : and the 
pleaſure will ftill be increaſed by ſuch a narrative of the progreſs of your 
ſtudies, as may evince the continuance of an equal and rational Splication of 
your mind to ſome uſeful enquiry. 
| «You will, perhaps, wiſh to aſk, what ſtudy I would recommend. I ſhall 
nunc ct ſpeak of theology, becauſe it ought not to be conſidered as a queſtion 
——= | whether you ſhall endeavour to know the will of Goo. 
« I ſhall, therefore, conſider only ſuch ſtudies as we are at liberty to purſue 
or to neglect; and of theſe I know not how you will make a better choice, 
than by ſtudying the civil law, as your father adviſes, and the ancient languages, 


as 2 bad determined for yourſelf; at leaſt Klaue while you remain in any 
X 5 x | Nb - ſettled 
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| ſettled reſidence, to ſpend a certain number of hours every day Amd your 1763. 
books. The diſſipation of thought, of which you complain, is nothing more E 
than the vacillation of a mind ſuſpended between different motives, and 

changing its direction as any motive gains or loſes ſtrength. If you can but 
kindle in your mind any ſtrong deſire, if you can but keep predominant any - 
wiſh for ſome particular excellence or attainment, the guſts of imagination will 
8 break away, without any effect upon your conduct, * r without | 1 
any traces left upon the memory. We | | 
Ls . « There lurks, perhaps, in every human heart a defire of diſtinction, 
.* which inclines every man firſt to hope, and then to believe, that Nature has 
given him ſomething peculiar to himſelf. This vanity makes one mind nurſe — 
averſions, and another actuate deſires, till they riſe by art much above their | 
original ſtate of power; and as affectation, in time, improves to habit, they 
_ at laſt tyranniſe over him who at firſt encouraged them only for ſhow. Every 
deſire is a viper in the boſom, who, while he was chill, was harmleſs; but 
when warmth gave him ſtrength, exerted it in poiſon. You know a gentle- 
man, who, when firſt he ſet his ot in the gay world, as he prepared himſelf 
to whirl in the vortex of pleaſure, imagined a total indifference and univerſal 
negligence to be the moſt agreeable concomitants of youth, and the ſtrongeſt | 
indication of an airy temper and a quick apprehenſion. - Vacant to every 
object, and ſenſible of every impulſe, he thought that all appearance of dili- 
gence would deduct ſomething from the reputation of genius ; and hoped that 
he ſhould appear to attain, amidſt all the eaſe of careleſſneſs and all the tumult 
of diverſion, that knowledge and thoſe accompliſhments which mortals of the 
common fabrick obtain only by mute abſtraction and ſolitary drudgery. He 
tried this ſcheme of life awhile, was made weary of it by his ſenſe and his 
virtue, he then wiſhed to return to his ſtudies; and finding long habits of idle- 
neſs and pleafure harder to be cured than he expected, ſtill willing to retain 
his claim to ſome extraordinary prerogatives, reſolved: the common conſe- 
| quences of irregularity into an unalterable decree of deſtiny, and concluded 
that Nature had originally formed him incapable of rational employment. 
Let all fuch fancies, illuſive and deſtructive, be baniſhed henceforward 
from your thoughts for ever. Reſolve, and keep your reſolution ; chooſe, 
and purſue your choice. If you ſpend this day in ſtudy, you will find your- 
ſelf ſtill more able to ſtudy to-morrow ; not that you are to expect that you 
ſhall at once obtain a complete victory. Depravity is, not very eaſily over- 1 
come. Reſolution will ſometimes relax, and dilige::ce will ſometimes be 
| nterrupred}; but let no accidental ſurprize or deviation, whether ſhort or long, 
> 1 dif} By 
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* y 5 7 kind. Begin again where you left oft, and endeavour to avoid the ſeducements 


nnen or DR. JOHNSON. 
diſpoſe you to deſpondency. SN theſe failings as incident to all man- 


— 


that prevailed over you before. 
e This, my dear Boſwell, is advice which, . ks hae * en 


you, and given you without effect. But this advice, if you will not take from 


otliers, you muſt take from your own reflections, if you purpoſe to do the 

duties of the ſtation to which the bounty. of Providence has called you. 
Let me have a long letter from you as ſoon as you can. I hope you 

continue your journal, and enrich it with many obſervations upon the country 


min which you reſide. It will be a favour if you can get me any books in the 


Friſick language, and can enquire how the poor are maintained | in the Seven 


Provinces. I am, dear Sir, | | 
te Your moſt affectionate ſervant, . 


1 komen. Dee . „%%% 2 6 Sau. Jon uso x. 


g's am * to 3 that 1 in my! own a mes.) nor in my een to 


Jobaſn which have been preſerved by him, can I find any information how 
the poor are maintained in the Seven Provinces. But I ſhall extract from one 


of my letters what I learnt concerning the other ſubject of his curioſity. _ 
I have made all poſſible enquiry with reſpect to the Friſick language, 


| and find that it has been leſs cultivated than any other of the northern dialects; 
a certain proof of which is their deficiency of books. Of the old Friſick 


there are no remains, except ſome ancient laws preſerved by Sabotanus in his 
© Beſchryvinge van die Heerlykheid van Frigſſand; and his © Hiftoria Friſica. 
J have not yet been able to find theſe books. Profeſſor Trotz, who formerly 


was of the Univerſity of Vranyken, in F rieſland, and is at preſent preparing 


an edition of all the Friſick laws, gave me this information. Of the modern 


Friſick, or what is ſpoken by the boors at this day, I have procured a ſpeci- 


men. It is ' Gibert  Fapix's Rymelerie, which is the only book that they 
have. It is amazing, that they have no tranſlation of the bible, no treatiſes 
of devotion, nor even any of the ballads and ſtory-books which are ſo agree- 
able to country people. Yau ſhall have Japix by the firſt convenient opportu- 
nity. I doubt not to pick up Schatans.  Myakeer Trotz has . me his 
aſſiſtance.” _ 

Early in 1764 Johnſon paid. a vide to the Langton 3 at their ſeat of 
Langton, | in Lincolnſhire, where he paſſed ſome time, much to his ſatisfac- 
tion. His friend Bennet Langton, it will not be doubted, did every thing in 


his power to make the place agreeable to fo illuſtrious a gueſt; and the elder 
= bo 1 5 55 Mr 5 
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Mr. Langton and his lady, being fully capable of underſtanding his value, 


26 
1764. 


were not wanting in attention. He, however, told me, that old Mr. Langton, Ter r. 


though a man of conſiderable learning, had ſo little allowance to make for his 
occaſional © laxity of talk,“ that becauſe in the courſe of diſcuſſion he ſome- 

times mentioned what might be faid in favour of the peculiar tenets of the 
Romiſn church, he went. to his grave believing. him to be of that com- 
munion. 4 

Johnſon, during his flay's at 7s rg had the advantage of a good library, 

and ſaw ſeveral gentlemen of the neighbourhood. | I have obcained, from Mr. 
' Langton the following particulars of this period. Ds 
© - He was now fully convinced that he could not have been ſatisfied 12 91 a 
country. living; for, talking of a reſpectable clergyman in Lincolnſhire, he 
obſerved, '< This man, Sir, fills up the duties of his life well. I approve of 
him, but. could: not imitate him.” 
Io a lady who endeavoured to vindicate herſelf from blame for 3 
ſocial attention to worthy neighbours, by ſaying, ©« I would go to them if it 
would do them any good; he faid, „What good, Madam, do you expect 


to have in your power to do them ? ? Itis ING them reſpect, and that is 


doing them good. 5 
75 80 ſocially accommodating was he, that once when Mr. Langton and he 
were driving together in a coach, and Mr. Langton complained of being ſick, 


he inſiſted that they ſhould go out, and fit on the back of it in the open 
air, which they did. And being ſenſible how ſtrange the appearance mult be, 


obſerved, that a countryman whom they law in a field would probably be 
thinking, If theſe two madmen ſhould come down, what would become of 
me: 9 32 | 
Soon after his: return to 1 which was in n February, was bunded . 
club which exiſted long without a name, but at Mr. Garrick's funeral became 
diſtinguiſhed by the title of THE LITERARY CLus. Sir Joſhua Reynolds had 


the merit of being the firſt propoſer of it, to which Johnſon acceded, and the 
original members were, Sir Joſhua Reynolds, Dr. Johnſon, Mr. Edmund 


Burke, Dr. Nugent, Mr. Beauclerk, Mr. Langton, Dr. Goldſmith, Mr. 
Chamier, and Sir John Hawkins. They met at the Turk's Head, in Gerard- 
| ſtreet, Soho, one evening in every week, at ſeven, and generally continued their 

converſation till a pretty late hour. This club has been gradually increaſed, and 
_ Inſtead of aſſembling i in the evening, they now dine together at a tavern in Dover- 


ſtreet, once a fortnight, during the meeting of Parliament. Between the time 


of 1 its formation, and the time at which this work is s paſſing through the 
ee, 


— 
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rok; — ( 17900 the following pirſons, now dead, were members of it: Mr. 


Dunning, (afterwards Lord Aſhburton,) Mr. Dyer, Mr. Garrick, Dr. Shipley 
Biſhop of St. Aſaph, Mr. Veſey, and Mr. Thomas Warton. The preſent 
members are, Sir Joſhua Reynolds, Mr. Burke, Mr. Langton; Dr. Percy 
_ Biſhop of Dromore, Dr. Barnard Biſhop of Killaloe, Dr. Marlay Biſhop of 
Clonfert, Mr. Fox, Dr. George Fordyce, Sir William Scott, Sir Joſeph 
Banks, Sir Charles Bunbury, Mr. Windham of Norfolk, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. 
Gibbon, Dr. Adam Smith, Lord Charlemont, Sir Robert Chambers, Sir 
William Jenes, Mr. Colman, Mr. Steevens, Dr. Burney, Dr. Joſeph Warton, 
Mr. Malone, Lord Oſſory, Lord Spencer, Lord Lucan, Lord Palmerſton, 
Lord Elliot, Lord Macartney, Mr. Richard Burke, junior, Sir Wilkam 
Hamilton, Dr. Warren, Mr. Courtenay, and the writer of this account. 

Sir John Hawkins repreſents himſelf as a © feceder” from this ſociety, 
, and aſſigns as the reaſon of his © withdrawing” himſelf from it, that its late 

hours were inconſiſtent with his domeſtick arrangements. I n this he is not 

accurate; for the fact was, that he one evening attacked Mr. Burke in ſo rude 

a manner, that all the company teſtified their diſpleaſure ; and 7 at their Next 

meeting his reception was ſuch, that he never came again. 
le is equally inaccurate with reſpect to Mr. Garrick, of whom he fays, 
cc he truſted that the leaſt intimation of a deſire to C e among us, would 

procure him a ready admiſſion; but in this he was taken. Johnſon con- 

ſulted me upon it; and when 1 could find no objecben to receiving him, 
exclaimed, — He will diſturb us by his buffoonery; — and afterwards fo 
managed matters, that he was never Ty propoſed, and, by conſequence, 
never admitted. 

In juſtice both to Mr. Garrick and Dr. Ide, I think it neceſſary to 
rectify this miſ-ſtatement. The truth is, that not very long after the inſti- 
tution of our club, Sir Joſhua Reynolds was ſpeaking of it to Garrick, 4 I 
like it much, (ſaid he,) I think I ſhall be of you.” When Sir Joſhua men- 
tioned this to Dr. Johnſon, he was much diſpleaſed with the actor's conceit. 
« Fell be of us, (faid Johnſon,) how does he iow we will permit him? The 
firſt duke in England has no right to hold ſuch language.” However, when 
Garrick was regularly propoſed ſome time. afterwards, Johnſon, though he 
had taken a momentary offence at his-arrogance, warmly and kindly ſupported 
him, and he was accordingly elected, was 4 moſt agreeable Ow and 
continued to attend our NP to the time of his death. 


— — 
Kat. 55. 


Life of Johnſon, p. 425s | 3 7 From Sir Joſhua Reynolds. 
5 Life of Johnſon, p- 425. ho 
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Ms Piozzi® has alſo given a ſimilar miſtepreſentation of Johnſori's treat: 1764 


ment of Garrick in this particular, as if he had uſed theſe contemptuous 
expreſſions : If Garrick does apply, FI black-ball e e 
ought to fit 1 in a ſociety like ours, 


3 


I am An to be enabled by ſuch unqueſtionable authority as chat of Sir 


Joſhua Reynolds, as well as from my own knowledge, to vindicate at once 


the heart of Johnſon and the ſocial merk of Garrick. 

In this year, except what he may have done in reviſing Shakſpeare, we & 

not find that he laboured much in literature. He wrote a review of Grainger's 

de Sugar Cane, a Poem,” in the London Chronicle. He told me, that Dr. 
Percy wrote the greateſt part of this review; but, I imagine, he did not 

recollect it diſtinctly, for 1t appears to be moſtly, if not altogether, his own. 


He alſo wrote in the Critical Review, an account f of Goldſmith's excellent 


Poem, « The Traveller.” 


The eaſe and independence to which es had at laſt attained by 8 muni- 
ficence, increaſed his natural indolence. In his “ Meditations” he thus 


accuſes himſelf: C Goop Fripar, April 20, 1764. I have made no reforma- 
tion; I have lived totally uſeleſs, more ſenſual in thought, and more addicted 


to wine and meat .“ And next morning he thus feelingly complains: «© My 
indolence, ſince my laſt reception of the ſacrament, has ſunk into groſſer 


fluggiſhneſs, and my diſſipation ſpread into wilder negligence. My thoughts 


have been clouded with ſenſuality ; and, except that from the beginning of this 


year I have, in ſome meaſure, forborne exceſs of ſtrong drink, my appetites. 
have predominated oyer my reaſon. A kind of ſtrange oblivion has over- 
ſpread me, ſo that I know not what has become of the laſt year; and perceive: 
that incidents and intelligence paſs over me, without leaving any impreſſion.” 


He then ſolemnly ſays, © This is not the life to which heaven. is promiſed * * 


dl aol. om Ah 


and he earneſtly reſolyes on amendment. . mY; as ä 
It was his cuſtom to obſerve certain days with a pious abſtraction; viz. 
New-year's-day, the day of his wife's death, Good Friday, Eaſter-day, and 


„% his own birth-day. He this year lays, C have now ſpent fifty-five years in 
„ reſolving; having, from the earlieſt time almoſt that I can remember, been 
N forming ſchemes of a better life. I have done nothing. The need of doing, 
"e+ therefore, is preſling, ſince the time of doing is ſhort.. O Gop,. grant me to 


rk, 


; N Letters to and from Dr. Ie vol. II. p. 278. 


7 Prayers and Meditations, p. o. o Ibid. p. 51. 
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* a 1764. ates aright, and to keep my reſolutions, for Ixsus Cunisr* s ſake. Amen?. ” 
Such a tenderneſs of conſcience, ſuch a fervent. deſire of improvement, will 


. | | t. 
8 „ 1 5 rarely be found. It is, ſurely, not decent i in thoſe who are hardened. in indif- 


of Den with 
| eeuc, 4 H 4 
"NE; 


5 ference to ſpiritual im rovement, to treat this pious anxie 
, 5 Hb ul - . 1 —— I 
About this time he was afflicted with a very ſevere ell of 15 hypochon- 

3 diſorder, which was ever lurking about him. He was ſo ill, as, not- 
withſtanding his remarkable love of company, to be entirely averſe to ſociety, 

the moſt fatal ſymptom of that malady, Dr. Adams- told me, that, as an 

Z3 old friend, he was admitted to viſit him, and that he found him in a deplorable 
„ ſtate, ſighing, groaning, talking to himſelf, and reſtleſsly walking from room 
to room. He then uſed this emphatical expreſſion of the miſery which he felt: 

5 I would conſent to have a limb amputated to recover my ſpirits,” To 
T alking to himſelf was, indeed, one of his ſingularities ever ſince knew 
8 hum. I was certain that he was frequently uttering pious. ejaculations, for 
fragments of the Lord's Prayer have been diſtin&tly overheard. His eien 
Mr. Thomas Davies, of whom Churchill 8 


44 x34 "46,08 That Davies hath a very pretty wife: ** 


1 Dr. 1785 muttered « lead us not into temptation,” Td _ Wag- 
giſh and gallant humour to whiſper Mrs, Duvies,. cc +00 my 1 are the 

1 | cauſe of this. 
„ He had another particularity, of which, none + Fea, biene ever ventured 
„ 0” to aſk an explanation. It appeared to me ſome ſuperſtitious habit, which 


ET „ : he had contracted early, and from which he had never called upon his 


reaſon to diſ-entangle him. This was his anxious care to- go out or in 

at a door or paſſage, by a certain | number of ſteps from a certain point, or 

at leaſt ſo as that either his Tight or his is left foot, (I am not certain which,) 

: ſhould conſtantly make the firſt actual m movement when he came cloſe to the 
a . hf, 5 5 . door or paſſage. Thus I conjecture: for I have, upon innumerable occaſions, | 

1. ,.obſerved him ſuddenly ſtop, and then ſeem to count his ſteps with a deep 

. — /earneſtneſs ; and when he had neglected or gone wrong in this ſort of magical 


2 ow 
42 5 n 92 75 movement, I have ſeen him go back again, put himſelf in a proper poſture 


tion, walk briſkly on, and join his companion. A ſtrange nſtanc 
thing of of this nature, even when on horſeback, happened W When he was in the 


— 


9 Prayers and Ot, p. | 5 8. 
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ifle of Sky.*. Sir Joſhua Reynolds has obſerved him to go a good way about, 


imputed to his having had ſome diſagreeable recollection aſſociated with it. 
That the moſt minute ſingularities which belonged to him, and made very 
obſervable parts of his appearance and manner, may not be omitted, it is 
requiſite to mention, that while talking or even muſing as he ſat in his chair, 
he commonly ſhook his head in a tremulous manner, moving his body back- 
wards and forwards, and rubbing his left knee in the ſame direction, with the 


palm of his hand. In the intervals of articulating he made various ſounds 


with his mouth, ſometimes as if ruminating, or what is called chewing the cud, 
ſometimes giving a half whiſtle, ſometimes making his tongue play backwards 


from the roof of his mouth, as if clucking like a hen, and ſometimes pro- 


truding it againſt his upper gums in front, as if pronouncing quickly under 
his breath, too, too, Zoo: all this accompanied ſometimes with a . 
look, but more frequently with a ſmile. OT, 

IJ am fully aware how very obvious an occaſion I here give for the ſneer- 
ing jocularity of ſuch as have no reliſh of an exact likeneſs; which, to 
render complete, he who draws it muſt not diſdain the lighteſt ſtrokes. But 
if witlings ſhould be inclined to attack this account, let them have the candour 
to quote what I have offered in my defence. 

He was for ſome time in the ſummer at Eaſton Maudit, Northamptonſhire, 
on a viſit to the Reverend Dr. Percy, now Biſhop of Dromore: Whatever 
diſſatisfaction he felt at what he conſidered as a flow progreſs in intellectual 
improvement, we find that his heart was tender, and his affections warm, as 
appears from the following very kind letter; X 


To 1 ReyNnoLDs, Ef. in Leiceſter-Fields, London. 


1764. 
rather than croſs a particular alley in Leiceſter- fields; but this Sir Joſhua Eat, 53. 


bat N 0 Fr, 5 * 
Shed - Y taahty k. £2 [ers 


« DEAR Sun, (Lei L & ohh I wanagt Mt 
I DID not hear of your ſickneſs till J heard likewiſe of your reco- 
very, and therefore eſcaped that part of your pain, which every man muſt 
feel, to whom you are known as you are known to me. 
« Having had no particular account of your diſorder, I know not in what 
ſtate 1 it has left you. If the amuſement of my company can exhilarate the 


*-»- Janguor of a flow recovery, I will not delay a day to come to your; for I 


know | not how I can fo effectually promote my own Pleaſure as by pleaſing 


8 Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 30 edit. i 316, | 
12 M m 75 yo, 
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1764. you, or my own intereſt as by preſerving you, in whom, if I ſhould loſe you, 
Tut. "55. 1 ſhould loſe almoſt the only man whom. I call a friend. 
« Pray let me hear of you from yourſelf, or from dear Miß . 


Make my e to Mr. Mudge. I am, dear Sir, 
“ Your moſt affectionate 


| 8 5 e 1 And molt humble ſervant, 
At the Rev. Mr. Percy's, at Eaſton © | | * AA. Jokxsox. ag 
Maudit, Northamptonſhire, (by 1 
Caſtle e Aug. 19, 1764. . | 


* 


„ Early in the year 1769 he RT a ſhort viſit to the Univerſity o& Cam- _ 
bridge, with his friend Mr. Beauclerk. There is a lively pictureſque account 
of his behaviour on this viſit, in the Gentleman's Magazine for March 1785, 
. being an extract of a letter from the late Dr. John Sharp. The two following 
ſentences are very characteriſtical: « He drank his large potations of tea with 
me, nent ing pted by many an indignant contradiction, and many a noble ſenti- 
ment. Several perſons got into his company the laſt evening at Trinity, 
where, about twelve, he began to be very great; ſtripped poor Mrs. Macaulay 
| to the very ſkin, then gave her for his toaſt, and drank her in two bumpers.” 
J The ſtrictneſs of his felf-examination and ſcrupulous Chriſtian humility, 
aber Hel Pars appear in his pious meditation on Eafter-day this year.—< I purpoſe again to 
e 0! take of the bleſſed facrament; yet when I conſider how vainly 1 have 
| J , f g* hitherto: reſolved at this annual commemoration of my Saviour's death, to 
| 52 . Ole - i ; 4 Fn my life by his laws, I am almoſt afraid to renew my reſolutions *.” 
Tan AA; Sal 7 pe fp | No man was more gratefully ſenſible of any kindneſs done to him than 
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| 5 | | Johnſon. There is a little circumſtance in his diary this year, which ſhews | 
= . aiim in a very amiable light. | 
| | July 2. I paid Mr. Sinipſon* ten | guineas, "which he had Ry lent 
F me in my neceſſity, and for which Tetty expreſſed her gratitud 
« July 8. I lent Mr. Simpſon ten guineas more.“ 
1! Here he had a pleaſing opportunity of doing the ſame kindneſs to an old 
friend, which he had formerly received from him. Indeed his liberality as to 
. . | money was. very remarkable. The next article in his diary is, * July = 
= „ — received ſeventy-five pounds. Lent Mr. Davies 1 N 3 4.54 +; Fo 
1 . 5 n e A ergref} 
l | Et, | | Prayers and Meditations, p. 61. 
2 : „ e jJoſeph Simpſon, Eſq. mentioned in p. 188. He wrote a tragedy enticed e The Patriot 3 
=_ | : in which Dr. Johnſon having made ſome correRions, advantage was taken of this circumſtance 
= : Foe after his death, and the piece falſely publiſhed under his name. | 
= 4 He 
* 
. \ 
F | | 1 
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He appears this year to have been ſeized with a temporary fit of arribieion, 1765. 
bor he had thoughts both of ſtudying law and of engaging in —— Eat. W.,- £& -- — 
00 Prayer before the Study of Law” is truly admirable: - e ee, ee, ä | 
| ce Sept. 26, 1765. | 4 

= Almighty Gop, the giver of wiſdom, without whoſe help reſolutions are „„ 
vain, without whoſe bleſſing ftudy is ineffectual; enable me, if it be thy will, 
to attain ſuch knowledge as may qualify me to direct the doubtful; and inſtruct 
the ignorant; to prevent wrongs and terminate contentions ; and grant that 1 
may uſe that knowledge which I ſhall attain, to thy glory and my own falva- 
tion, for Jzsvs ChRIST's fake. Amen!.“ | 

His prayer in the view of becoming a politician is entitled, & Engaging in 
Por rrieks with H———n,” no doubt his friend, the Right Honourable 
William Gerard Hamilton, for whom, during a long acquaintance, he had 
a great eſteem, and to whoſe converſation he once paid this high compli- 
ment: I am very unwilling to be left alone, Sir, and therefore I go with 
my company down the firſt pair of ſtairs, in ſome hopes that they may, per- 
haps, return again. I go with you, Sir, as far as the ſtreet-door.” In what 
particular department he intended to engage does not appear, nor can Mr. 
Hamilton explain. His prayer is in general terms. © Enlighten my under- 

ſtanding with knowledge of right, and govern my will by thy laws, that no 
deceit may miflead me, nor temptation corrupt me; that I may always endea- 
vour to do good, and hinder evil. There is nothing _ the ſubject in ö 
his diary. 

This year was diſtinguiſhed by his being introduced into the ami 4 Mr. 
Thrale, one of the moſt eminent brewers in England, and Member of Par- 
liament for the borough of Southwark. Fe oreignes are not a little amazed 
when they hear of brewers, diſtillers, and men in ſimilar departments of trade, 
held forth as perſons of conſiderable conſequence. In this great commercial 
country it is natural that a ſituation which produces much wealth ſhould be 
conſidered as very reſpectable; and, no doubt, honeſt induſtry 1s entitled to 
eſteem. But, perhaps, the too rapid advance of men of low extraction tends 


do leſſen the value of that diſtinction by birth and gentility, which has ever 


been found beneficial to the grand ſcheme of ſubordination. Johnſon uſed to 
give this account of the riſe of Mr. Thrale's father: He worked at ſix 
ſhillings a week for twenty years in the great brewery, which afterwards was 
his own. The proprietor of it had an only daughter, who was married to a 


« 8 and Meditations, p. 66. dad. p. 67. 
Mm 2 nobleman. 
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nobleman. It was not fit that a peer ſhould continue the buſineſs. | On 
the old man's death, therefore, the brewery was to be ſold. To find a pur- 7 
chaſer for ſo large a property was a difficult matter ; and, after ſome time, 
it was ſuggeſted, that it would be adviſeable to treat with Thrale, a ſenſible, 
active, honeſt man, who had been long employed in the houſe, and to transfer 
the whole to him for thirty thouſand pounds, ſecurity being taken upon the 
property. This was accordingly ſettled. In eleven years Thrale paid the 
purchaſe-money. He acquired a large fortune, and lived to be Member of 
Parliament for Southwark. But what was moſt remarkable was the liberality 
with which he uſed his riches. He gave his ſon and daughters the beſt 
education. The eſteem which his good conduct procured him from the 
nobleman who had married his maſter's daughter, made him be treated with 
much attention; and his ſon, both at ſchool and at the Univerſity of Oxford, 
aſſociated. with young men of the firſt rank. His allowance from his father, 
after he left college, was ſplendid ; no leſs than a thouſand a year. This, in 
a man who had riſen as old Thrale did, was a very extraordinary inſtance of 
generoſity. He uſed to fay, If this young dog does not find ſo much after 
I am gone as he ee, let him remember 192 he tas had a n deal in 


my own time.” 


TR: 
2 15 


which it had its origin. 


9 * e 


4 Ty 2 88 ; g : Rs $ 
—— — 1 4 — - {A 2 * * TY * Ja e's 1 * * is oY p "0? 3 , 
r — ee oe — ; p . 8 . n 1 


The ſon, though i in affluent re had: hood ene enough to carry 
on his father's trade, which was of ſuch extent, that I remember he once told 
me, he would not quit it for an annuity of ten thouſand a year; N ot (aid 
he,) that I get ten thouſand a year by it, but it is an eſtate to a family.” 
Having left daughters only, the property was fold for the immenſe ſum of one 
hundred and thirty thouſand pounds ; a magnificent proof . what may be done 
by fair trade in no long period of time. K 

There may be ſome Who think that a new ſyſtem of gentility might be 
eſtabliſhed, upon Principles totally different from what have hitherto prevailed. 
Our preſent heraldry, it may be faid, is ſuited to the barbarous times in 
It is chiefly founded upon ferocious merit, upon 
military excellence. Why, in civiliſed times, we may be aſked, ſhould there 
not be rank and honours, upon principles, which, independent of long cuſtom, 


are certainly nat leſs worthy, and which, when once allowed to be connected 


with, elevation, and precedency, would obtain the ſame dignity in our imagi- 
nation ? Why ſhould not the knowledge, the ſkill, the expertneſs, the 
aſſiduity, and the ſpirited hazards of trade and commerce, when crowned. 
with ſucceſs, be entitled to give thoſe Tg diſtinctions 7 which man- 


kind are fo 8 captivated 
Such - 
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Such are the ſpecious, but falſe argu ments for a propoſition which always 


up from obſcurity to wealth. To refute them is needleſs. The general ſenſe 
of mankind cries out, with irreſiſtible fore „ © Us gentilhomme or tougours 
gentilbommm. 

Mr. Thrale had married Miſs Heſther Lynch Saluſbury, of good Welch 
extraction, a lady of lively talents, improved by education. That Johnſon's 
introduction into Mr, Thrale's family, which contributed ſo much to the 
happineſs of his life, was owing to her deſire for his converſation, is the moſt 
probable and general ſuppoſition. But it is not the truth. Mr. Murphy, 
who was intimate with Mr. Thrale, having ſpoken very highly of Dr. 
Johnſon, he was requeſted to make them acquainted. This being mentioned 
to Johnſon, he accepted of an invitation to dinner at Thrale's, and was 
fo much pleaſed with his reception, both by Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, and they 
fo much pleaſed with him, that his invitations to their houſe were more and 
more frequent, till at laſt he became one of the family, and an apartment 
was appropriated to him, both in their houſe in Southwark, and in their 
villa at Streataam. | 

Johnſon had a very ſincere eſteem for Mr. Thrale as a man of excellent 
principles, a good ſcholar, well ſkilled in trade, of a ſound underſtanding, and 
of manners ſuch as preſented the character of a Plain independent Engliſh Squire. 
As this family will frequently be mentioned in the courſe of the following 
pages, and as a falſe notion has prevailed that Mr. Thrale was inferiour, and 
in ſome degree inſignificant, compared with Mrs. Thrale, it may be proper to 
give a true ſtate of the caſe from the MO" of Johnſon himſelf, in his own 
words. 

e I know no man (faid he,) who is more maſter of his wife and family than 


- Thrale. If he but holds up a finger, he is obeyed. It is a great miſtake to 


ſuppoſe that ſhe is above him in Narr attainments. She is more flippant; 


but he has ten times her learning : he is a regular ſcholar; but her learning is 
that of 2 ſchool-boy i in one of 8 lower forms.“ My readers may naturally 
with for ſome repreſentation of the figures of this couple. Mr. Thrale was tall, 
well proportioned, and ſtately. As fr Madam, or my Miſtreſs, by which epithets 
| Johnſon uſed to mention Mrs. Thrale, ſhe was ſhort, plump, and briſk. She 
has herſelf given us a lively view of the"Tdea which Johnſon had of her per- 


fon, on her appearing before him in a dark-coloured gown: © You little 


creatures ſhould never wear thoſe ſort of clothes, however ; they are unſuit- 
able 


1765. 
wil find numerous advocates, in a nation where men are every day ſtarting - N 56, 
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able in every way. What! have not all inſects gay colours*?”, Mr. Thrale 

=D 2 gave his wife a liberal indulgence, both in the choice of their company, and 

. in the mode of entertaining them. He underſtood and valued Johnſon, with- 
N on, from their firſt acquaintance to the day of his death. Mrs. 

Thrale was enchanted with Johnſon s converſation for its own ſake, and had 


alſo a very allowable vanity in appearing to be honoured with the attention 


1 2 on: of ſo celebrated a man. 
„ „„ Nothing could be more fortunate for Johnſon tha this e He 


„ Ga had at Mr. Thrale's all the comforts and even luxuries of life; his melancholy 
© was diverted, and his irregular habits leſſened by aſſociation with an agreeable 
and well-ordered family. He was treated with the utmoſt reſpect, and even 
affection. The vivacity of Mrs. Thrale's literary talk rouſed him to cheerful. 
neſs and exertion, even when they were alone. But this was not often the 
caſe; for he found here a conſtant ſucceſſion of what gave him the higheſt enjoy- 
ment, the ſociety of the learned, the witty, and the eminent in every way, who 
were aſſembled in numerous companies, called forth his wonderful powers, and 
gratified him with admiration, to which no man could be inſenſible. 
. In the October of this year he at length gave to the world his edition of 
A, C7 Shakſpeare, which, if it had no other merit but that of producing his Preface, 
y fee! in which the excellencies and defects of that immortal bard are diſplayed with 
„ r., a maſterly hand, the nation would have had no reaſon to complain. A blind 
1 indiſcriminate admiration of Shakſpeare had expoſed the Britiſh nation to the 
apts ridicule of foreigners. Johnſon, by candidly admitting the faults of his poet, 
” had the more credit in beſtowing on him deſerved and indiſputable praiſe ; and 
doubtleſs none of all his panegyriſts have done him half ſo much honour. 
|. {zi Their praiſe was, like that of a counſel, upon his own fide of the cauſe : 
Johnſon's was like' the grave, well conſidered, and impartial opinion of the 
judge, which falls from his lips with weight, and is received with reverence. 
What he did as a commentator has no ſmall ſhare of merit, though his 
reſearches were not ſo ample, and his inveſtigations ſo acute as they might 
have been, which we now certainly know from the labours of other able and 
ingenious criticks who have followed him. He has enriched his edition with a 
conciſe account of each play, and of its characteriſtick excellence. Many of his 
notes have 1lluſtrated obſcurities in the text, and placed paſſages eminent for 
beauty in a more conſpicuous light; and he has, in general, exhibited ſuch a 
mode of annotation, as may be beneficial to all ſubſequent editors. 5 


s Mrs, Piozzi's Anecdotes, p. 279. 4 H. 
d 5 2h 18 


* . . Wn - 8 , 
aps r nnn, 1 Ke of 3 5 
v As Fg : „ TEE Os bac. 1 * ) 
3 *; wy - 77 vey 3 * 7 2 , 1 eee * 2 5 RY 8 N +4 # * Mgt] 5 1 Fe 2 hats) TE TAE 1 N 
— ——— — oy as. . 22 * 8 - — 2 ter * unn en 


a. 


8 — ne * 4 


„ IO 
2 n 


1 


4 


: STR, 


* 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


Hi 1s -Shalefpeare was virulently attacked by Mr. William Kenrick, who 16g. 


63 
— 


Stained the degree of LL. P. from a Scotch. Univerſity, and wrote for the 
bookſellers in a great variety of branches. Though he certainly was not with- 


out conſiderable merit, he: wrote with-{6- little regard: to principle and . decorum, e 


and in ſo haſty a manner, that his reputation was neither extenſive nor laſting. 
remember one evening, when ſome of his works were mentioned, Dr. 


Goldſmith, ſaid, he had never heard of them; upon which Dr. Johnfon. 
abſerved, Sir, he is one of the many who have made themſelves * 


without making themſelves known.'” 
A young ſtudent of Oxford, of the name Ca 9 WE wrote an. * to 


_Kenrick's review of. Johnſon's Shakſpeare.. Johnſon was. at firſt. angry. that. 


| Kenrick's attack ſhould have the: credit of an anſwer... But aſterwards, con- 


ſidering the young mates good intention, he kindly noticed him,. and probably | 


would have done more, had not the young man died:. 


In his Preface to Shakſpeare, Johnſon treated Voltaire * e e 


Pr vpon ſome of his remarks, “ Theſe are the petty: criticiſtns of 
petty wits.” Voltaire, in revenge, made an attack. upon Johnſon, in one of 
his numerous literary ſallies, which I remember to have read; but there being 
no general index to his voluminaus. works, have * it in vain, anck 
therefore cannot quote i 3 

Voltaire was an antagoniſt with with T chougkt Johnſon \ ſhould not diſdain 
to contend.. 1 ! him to anſwer. He. ſaid, he perhaps might : but he 
never did: 

Mr. . having occaſion to write. to Ichaſon for ſome receipts for: 


fiibſcriptions to his Shakſpeare, which Johnſon had omitted to deliver, when 


the money was paid, he availed himſelf of that opportunity of thanking Johnſon 
for the great pleaſure which he had received from the peruſal of his Preface to 


Shakſpeare; which although it excited much clamour againſt him at firſt, is 
now juſtly ranked among the moſt excellent of his writings. To.this letter, 


| Johnſon returned the follow! ing auer: 2 


Fo CHAR LES Bos NEY, El. in Poland rar. 


— 


Au ſorry that:your kindneſs to me has eines you ſo mocks 


wouble, though. you have taken care. to abate that ſorrow, by the pleaſure: 


which I receive from your approbation. I defend my criticiſm in the ſame. 
3 with you. We muſt confeſs the faults of our n. to gain credit 
| [M m] | do 


65% BY, 
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* 
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1766. to our praiſe. of his: excellencies. - He that claims; either” in himſelf or for 

| 8 aciother, the honours'c of ppm wil n mph Korg nere which he 
„ Be face to make my pine to your ain. 1 12 — OY ; 

SB KT 10 Ops 2s LO We ru es. 15 

. x Es e 1 A moſt humble Sang 55 

N os. ee. %% OO ue Sat Jon NSON.” 


Tante College, Dublin, at . time gust Johnſon ak a een 
compliment of the higheſt academical honours, by creating him Doctor of 


n The diploms; which i is in my pon, Is a8 follows: F - if 


„ OMNIBUS g aun he av „ Jalttem. Nas Poco. = 
FP et Sven 7 ſentores Collegji facroſanfte et vr” rn Tinte . Elias the 
Juxta Dublin, teftamur, Samueli Johnſon; Armipero, ob egy, | f 
is utilitatem, graliam conceſſans fie pro grado Dofttratis in nous Juris oftavs 
| ie Juli, Amo Domini milleſmo jeptingenteſime' ſexageſimo-qitints. Ir cujus rei 
EPS | en e Ne A A OO A h mur * 


| tertio dis Juli, dun 0 Domini millifwo j eule, 5 

5 | Got. Ce. Fa ax. Awonzws 5 . 1 
Tuo. WELIGH- +, - F : 5 5 3 Law. 
Tuo. EkI Ap. rr” > „„ Mien. KBanNar,” 


— 


* his: unſdlicited r of Kian * on * great a 1 3 cha · 
kadter, did much honour to the judgement and liberal ſpirit of that learned 
body. Johnſon acknowledged the favour in a letter to Dr. Leland, one of 

their number; but I have not been able to obtain a copy of i 20 1 5 
Both in 1764 and 1765 it ſhould ſeem that he was. ſo; buſily —.— 
| With his edition of Shakſpeare, as to have had: little leiſure for any other 
literary exertion, or, indeed, even for private correſpondence. He did not 
het? ; *Krvour me with a, ſingle letter for more than two — for which it will 
Lotte appear hat he afterwards apologiſed. 1 
of, Lud He was, however, at all times ready to give aſſiſtance to his bid and 
> Others, in-reviſing-their works, and in writing for ther; or greatly improving 
LE tei Dedications, | In that courtly ſpecies of Tomponttiet no rfiarr excelled 
—_— Dr. Johnſon. Though the leſtineſs of His mind prevented him from ever 
A PEE | dedicating; in lis cen perſon, he mor & very great mataber of, Dedications 


= for 
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unwilling ſhould be mentioned, from a too anxious apprehenſion, as I think, . 
chat they miglit! be fuſpeted of Having received larger afſiſtarice ; and ſome, 
e Qilig | beſtowed, have eſcaped my inquiries. . He told 

me, a great Fahy years ago, © he" believed he had dedicated to all the Roz oyal 
-" Fanily round; and it was indifferent to him what was the ſubject of © the 
Work Gedientec provided it were innocent. He otiee dedicated ſome Muſick 
forthe German Flute to Edward Duke of York. Tn writing Dedications for 
om; he conſidered himſelf as by. no meatis ſpeaking! His own ſentiments. ; 
Notwitliſtanding his long filence, I never omitted to write to Him when 1 
Kad any thing worthy of communicating. *y generally kept copies of my 


9 
letters to him; that I might have a full view of our correſpondence, and Hes Ls e | 
never be at a leſs to underſtand any reference in his letters. He kept tlie 7 


greater part of mine very carefully; and a ſhort time before his death was 
attentive enough to ſeal them up in bundles, and order them to be delivered 
to me, which was accordingly done. Amongſt them I found one, of which 
I had not made a copy, and which T on tead with pleaſure at che diſtance | 
of almoſt twenty years. It is dated November, 1765, at the palace of 
Paſcal Paoli, in Corte, the capital of Corſica, and i is full of generous enthu- 
faſm. After giving a fketch of what J had ſeen and heard i in that iſland, it 
proceeded thus: © Tdare to call this a Ppirited tour, I dare to challenge your 
 approbation.” "0h 

2+: Ferrer r ended the 5 OR _ white 1 found on 4 arrival | 


$i 1. 


19 Ms Mt. „ Bosws by | hex 2. wires 6 Bo nuier, 


* . AK 8 1K. | 
th «APOLOGIES are Eldom o any uſe. We vil delay dil your 
Aba the reaſons, good or bad, which have made me ſuch a. ſparing; and 
ungrateful correſpondent. Be affured, for the preſent, that nothing has leſſened 
either the eſteem or love with which 1 diſmiſſed you at Harwiech. Both have 
been increaſed by all that I have been told of you by yourſelf or others; and 
| "one you r * will regen. to an urakered, and, 1 hope, ents 

« All that you have-to thi from me is * vexation of diſappointing me. 
No man loves to fruſtrate expectations which have been formed in his favour;. 
nd he of oro which I promiſe myſelf” from your Journals and remarks is 
: N n | ſo 
„ 1 


we en Gf 1 "I fn ae = 
F othets: Some of "theſe; the perſons who were favoured” bt th them are _1766._ 


7. 
1766. 


0 great, Ps rodent no pi ee of a attention or r diſcernment will be ſu ffici c jen | 


e Come home, however, and 7 your. * 1 long to 487 you, «and fo, 
1 you; and hope that we ſhall not be ſo long ſeparated again. Come home, 
and expect ſuch 4 welcome as is due to him, whom a wiſe and noble nr 
has led, where perhaps no natiye of this country ever was „„ 

I have no news to tell you that can deſerve your notice; nor would * 


| vilin ly leſſen the pleaſure that any noyelty may give you at your return. 


I am afraid we ſhall find it difficult to keep among us a mind which has been, 
ſo long feaſted with variety. But let us try what eſteem and kindneſs can effect. 

« As your father's liberality has indulged you. with ſo long a rauible, I doubt 
not but you will think his ſiekneſs, or even his deſire to ſee you, a ſufficient 
reaſon for haſtening your return. Tl he longer we live, and the more we think, 
the higher value we learn to put on the friendſhip and. tenderneſs of parents 


and of friends. Parents we can have but once ; and he promiſes himſelf too: 
much, who- enters life with. the expectation of finding many friends. Upon 


ſome motive, 1 2 that Py. will be here ſoon; and am. willing to. think. 
retur chat! it is 1 deſired 

by, dear Sin, 8 5 

N + Your beidem humble ce . 

0 1 . 7 ob Ng Sau. 1 onnson“ 


e + February, esd Db: Falter i n 


in Johnſdn's- court, Fleer-ſtreet, in which he had accommodated Miſs Williams 


with an apartment om the ground floor, while Mr. Levett occupied his poſt in. 


the garret: · his faithful Francis was till attending upon him. He received me 
with much kindneſs. The fragments of our firſt converſation,, which I have 


preſerved, are theſe :. I told; him that Voltaire, in a converſation with me, had: 
ied Pope and Dryden thus: e Pope drives a handfome charine, with. 


a couple of neat trim nags; Dryden a coach, and fix ſtately horſes.” Jonnsox... 
Why, Sir, the truth is, they both drive coaches and fix; but Dryden's 
Lunt are either gallopin g or ſtumbling: Pope's go at Aa, even trot”. 


4A 8 that: Mr. Guy 8 G image to aner 


doc He, indeed, furniſhes his car with but two horſes ; but they are of ethereal race 


% Behold where Dryden's leſs preſumptuous * 


e e Wide o'er.the-ficlds of glory bear 150 . Fi S . 
Wo courſers of ethereal race, Pies br COTIOL 
|” Fils in thunder, and hn doin pe.” 
Ode on the Progr of Pee, 
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flo Giid-of Goldſmith's Traveller, which had been publiſhed i in my abſence, + 


i There has not been fo fine a poem ſince Pope's time.” 

And here it is proper to ſettle, with authentick preciſion, what has long 
floated in publick report, as to Johnſon's being himſelf the authour of a con- 
ſiderable part of that poem. Much, no doubt, both of the ſentiments and 
expreſſion, were derived from converſation with him; and it was certainly 
ſubmitted to his friendly reviſion : but in the year 1783, he, at my requeſt, 
marked with a pencil the lines which he had furniſhed, which are only 


line 420, 1 
e To ſtop too fearful, and too faint to £0 * 


and the concluding ten lines except the laſt Os but one, which I diſtin- 
25 by the Italick character: 


cc How ſmall of all that . hearts endure, 
That part which kings or laws can cauſe or cure. 
5 < Still to ourſelves in every place conſign d, | 
< Our own felicity we make or find; „ 
cc With ſecret courſe, which no loud ſtorms annoy, | N 
_ © Glides the ſmooth current of domeſtick joy. 
The li ifted axe, the agonizing wheel, _ | 
e Luke's iron crown, and Damien's bed of feel, 
« To men remote from power, but rarely known, 
« ron reaſon, faith, and wee all our own.“ 


A 


A 


4 


He added, © Theſe are all of which I can be fare.” They bear a ſmall 
proportion to the whole, which conſiſts of four hundred and thirty-eight 


verſes. Goldſmith, in the couplet which he inſerted, mentions Lake as a 


Perſon well known, and ſuperficial readers have paſſed it over quite ſmoothly ; ; 
while thoſe of more attention have been as much perplexed by Luke, as by 
Lydiat, in “ The Vanity of human Wiſhes.” The truth is, that Goldſmith 
himſelf was in a miſtake. In the Reſpublica Hungarica,” there is an account 
of a deſperate rebellion in' the year 1514, headed by two brothers, of the 


name of Zeck, George and Luke. When it was quelled, George, not Luke, 
Was puniſhed by his head being encircled with a red hot iron crown: © coroue 


Ccondgſcente ferred coronatur.” The ſame ſeverity of torture was exerciſed on the 
FKEarl of RS one of the murderers of King James I. of Scotland. 
Nn 2 „ 


Etat. 57. 


— 
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e ien nnn OF DR. JOHNSON: 


1766, Dr. Johnſon at the ſame time favoured me by marking the. lines which he 


FREY 5 to Goldſtnith 's by Deſerted Vile, which e 3 the four laſt: 


* 51. 


PR 
ꝓ—— — 


3 e . That trade's ad empire haſtes to ſwift decay, 
| ZR 0 - c. As ocean ſweeps the labour'd mole away: 

| c While ſelf-dependent power can time defy, 4 \ 
| ps « As rocks reſiſt the billows the ſky. 2 

Ne ent hrs, OM was | 
RL os ; Talking of r X People have now agdays, (faid he,) got a 1 
. „„ opinion that every thing ſhould be taught by lectures. Now, I cannot ſee that 
| lectures can do ſo much good as reading the books from which the lectures 
are taken. I know nothing that can be beſt taught by lectures, except where 
experiments are to be fhewn. You may teach r 25 ron 
5 might teach making of ſhoes by lecture! 
5 SES night I ſupped with him at the Mitre tavern, that we might renew our 

ES ſccial intimacy at the original place of meeting. But there was now a con- 
15  fiderable difference in his way of living. Having had an illneſs, in which he 
EEE was adviſed to leave off wine, he had, from that n continued to abſtain 
5 8 from it, and drank only water, or lemonade. „ 
5 Ee: I told him that a foreign friend of his, whom I had met t with abroad, was 
ſo wretchedly perverted to infidelity, that he treated the hopes of immortality i 
7 tet Mean” with brutal levity ; and faid, © As man dies like a dog, let him f like a 
dog.“ Jonnson. © If he dies like a dog, Jet him lie like a dog.” I added, 
Tat this man ſaid to me, © 1 hate mankind, for I think myſelf one of the beſt 
of them, and I know-how bad 1 am.“ Jonxsow. « Sir, he muſt be very 

„ in bis opinion, if he thinks himſelf one of the beſt of men; for none of 
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biſhoprick of Durham, that he had never read the New Teſtament with atten- 
tion.” I mentioned Hume's notion, that all who are happy are equally happy; 
a little miſs with a new gown at a dancing-ſchoot ball, a general at the head 
of a victorious army, and an orator, after having made an eloquent ſpeech in a 
great aſſembly. -Joansov. “ Sir, that all who are happy, are equally happy, 
is not true A peaſant and a philoſopher may be equally /atisfied, but not : 
„ happy. Happineſs conſiſts in the multiplicity of agreeable conſciouſt” 
/, neſs. A peaſant has not capacity for having equal happineſs with a philoſo- 
per“ 1 remember this very — "uy happily illuſtrated in 1 oppoſition to 
| | | Hume, 


. net ed Denne ae ee « No, Sir; Hume owned to a ee wg in the 
„ 
| 


3 | | 1 
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5 n by the Reverend Mr. Robert Brown, at Utrecht. A ſmall drinking | 5 i 
glaſs and a large one, (ſaid he,) may be equally full; but the large one holds == FRE = 
more than the ſmall.” Y aw blown eur. — n=! 1 
Dr. Johnſon was very kind this evening, and faid to me, © You have now 
lived five-and-twenty years, and you have employed them well.“ « Alas, 
Sir, (ſaid I,) I fear not. Do I know hiſtory ? Do 1 know mathematicks? 
Do I know law 2»Y Jouxsox. « Why, Sir, though you may know no ſcience 
ſo well as to be able to teach it, and no profeſſion ſo well as to be able to 
| follow it, your general maſs of knowledge of books and men renders you 
very. capable to make yourſelf maſter of any ſcience, or fit yourſelf for any. 
profeſſion.” I mentioned that a gay friend had adviſed me againſt being a 
lawyer, becauſe I ſhould be excelled by plodding blockheads. Jonnsox. - 
Why, Sir, in the formulary and ſtatutory part of law, a plodding blockx- 
head may excel; but in the ingenious and rational Part of it a pagding 
blockhead can never excel.” _ 0 
I talked of the mode adopted by eme to riſe i in the world, 1 courting 2 
great men, and afked him whether he had ever fubraitted- to it. JOHNSON. 
« Why, Sir, I never was near enough to great men to court them: | You, may 
be prudently attached to great men, and yet independent. Lou are not to do, 
what you think wrong; and, Sir, you: are to calculate and not pay too dear 
for what you get. You muſt not give a ſhilling's worth of court for ſix-pence 
worth of good. But if you can get a ſhilling's worth of good for e 4 
worth of court, you are a fool if you do not pay court.“ | 
He faid, If convents ſhould be allowed at all, they ſhould only be 
retreats for perſons unable to ſerve the publick, or who have ſerved it. It is. 
our firſt duty to ſerve ſociety, and, after we have done that, we may attend 
wholly to the ſalvation of our own fouk. A en paſſion for abſtracted 
devotion ſhould not be encourag | 
I introduced the ſubject of formed ſight, and other myſterious e 1 
the fulfilment of which, I ſuggeſted might happen by chance. Jonxsov. © Yes, . | 1 
Sir; but they have happened ſo often, that mankind have agreed to think DH 5. . 5 If - 4 
them not fortuitous.” foe ther — 5 2 
I talked to him a great deal of i had ſeen in Corſica, and of my HF ) 9k 7 7 - 
intention to publiſh an account of it. He encouraged me by faying, © You A *—7, 1 
cannot go to the bottom of the ſubject; but a that you tell us will be new o Zu" fs 2 Py 
us. Give us as many anecdotes as you can.“ K 
Our next meeting at the Mitre was on Saturday the I VS of F 1 wha 1 


preſented to him my old and moſt i intimate friend, the Reverend Mr. Temple, 
chen 
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— then of Cambridge. Fatal that I had paſſed ſome time with 
TT, Robiſeau in his wild retreat, and having quoted ſome remark. made by Mr. 
” Wilkes, with whom I had ſpent many pleaſant hours in Italy, Johnſon ſaid, 
| - (farcaftically,) © It ſeems, Sir, you have kept very good company abroad, 
. . Rouſſeau and Wilkes! 1 Thinking it enough to defend one at a time, I faid 
pn ” nothing as to my gay friend, but anfwered with a ſmile, My dear Sir, you 
pre Hf © * . don't call Rouſſeau bad company. Do you really think bim a bad man?” 
EE 2 2 Tornnson. Sir, if you are talking jeſtinghy of this, I don't talk with you. If 
| ,. ou mean to be ſerious, I think him one of the worſt of men; a raſcal, who 
- ought tobe hunted out of ſociety, as he has been. Three or four nations have ex- 
pelled him; and it is a ſhame that he is protected in this country.” BoswzLL. 
] don't deny, Sir, but that his novel may, perhaps, do harm ; but I cannot 
think his intention was bad.” ”  Jonnson. < Sir, that will not do. We cannot 
prove any man's intention to be bad. You may ſhoot a man through the 
head, and ſay you intended to miſs him; but the Judge will order you to be 
_ hanged. An alledged want of intention, when evil is committed, will not be 
=_—_ allowed in a court of juſtice. Rouſſeau, Sir, is a very bad man. I would 
1 8 ſconer ſign a ſentence for his tranſportation, than that of any felon who has 
1 | gone from the Old Bailey theſe many years. Yes, I ſhould like to have him 
work in the plantafions.” BoswzLL. «Sir, do you think him as bad a man 
as Voltaire?” JonnsoN. < OY vs it 1s difficult to ſettle the proportion 
of iniquity between them.“ 

This violence ſcemed very + ſlag to me, who had ad many of Rouſſeau” $ 
imd writings with great pleaſure, and even edification, had been much 
2 / pleaſed with his ſociety, and was juſt come from the Continent, where he was 

very generally admired. Nor can I yet allow that he deſerves the very ſevere 

7 5 which Johnſon pronounced upon him. His abſurd preference of 
e 2 7 + EE: favage to civiliſed life, and other ſingularities, are proofs rather of à defect in 
2. 1 7 Col his underſtanding, than of any depravity in his heart. And notwithſtanding 

get” Lia JN. the unfavourable opinion which many worthy men have expreſſed of his 
ht EA « Profeſſion de Foi du Vicaire Savoyard, ] cannot help admiring it as the per- 
w_ /:, © formance of a man full of ſincere reverential ſubmiſſion to Divine Myſtery, 
Tb . E. hos though beſet with perplexing doubts ;. a ſtate of mind to be viewed with Pity 
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Wo by 2 Tue 2:95; father than with anger. 

. . 2 On his favourite ſubject of ſubordination Johnfon ſaid, * So far is it 

= }-- 8 2 1 from being true that men are naturally equal, that no two people can be 
„half an hour together, but one ſhall acquire an evident W over the 
other.“ 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
1 mentioned the advice given us by philoſophers, to conſole ourſelves, when 


diſtreſſed or embarraſſed, by thinking of thoſe who are in a worſe ſituation 
than ourſelves. This, I obſerved, could not apply to all, for there muſt be 


ſome who have nobody worſe than they are. JOHNSON. “ Why to be ſure, 


Sir, there are; but they don't know it. There is no being fo poor and ſo 


contemptible, who does not think there is AD ftill poorer, and — 
more contemptible.“ 


| 1766, 
— 


Etat. 57. 


As my ſtay in London at this time was very mort, had not many oppor- 


 tunities of being with Dr. Johnſon ; but I felt my veneration for him in no 
degree leſſened, by my having feen multorum hominum mores et urbes. On the 


contrary, by having it in my power to compare him with many of the moſt 


celebrated perſons of other countries, my . of _ extraordinary mind 


was increaſed and confirmed. 
The roughneſs, indeed, which ſonietimes appeired in his manners, was 


more ſtriking to me now, from my having been accuſtomed to the ſtudied 
| ſmooth complying habits of the Continent ; and I clearly recogniſed in him, 


not without reſpect for his honeſt conſcientious zeal, the ſame indignant and 
ſareaſtical mode of treating WP "anempt to n. or weaken good 


principles. 


One evening, when-a- young gentleman nice him with an account of the 
infidelity of his ſervant, who, he ſaid, would not believe the ſcriptures, 
becauſe he could not read them in the original tongues, and be ſure that they 


were not inventec. Why, fooliſh fellow, (ſaid Johnſon,) has he any better 
authority for almoſt every thing that he believes? —“ Then the vulgar, Sir, 


never can know they are right, but muſt ſubmit themſelves to the learned.” — 


Jornson. © To be ſure, Sir. The vulgar are the children of the tate, and | 


muſt be taught like children.“ Then, Sir, a poor Turk muſt be a Maho- 


metan, juſt as a poor Engliſhman muſt be a Chriſtian ?”—Jonnson. © Why 
yes, Sir; and what then? This now is ſuch ſtuff as I uſed to talk to my 
mother, when I firſt began to think myſelf a clever fellow ; and ſhe ought to 


have whipt me for it.” 
Another evening Dr. Goldſinith and I called on him, with the hope of 
prevailing on him to ſup with us at the Mitre. We found him indiſpoſed, and 


reſolved not to go abroad. © Come then, (ſaid Goldſmith,) we will not go to 


the Mitre to-night, ſince we cannot have the big man with us.” Johnſon then 


called for a bottle of port, of which Goldſmith and I partook, while our friend, 


now a water drinker fat by us. Gol DpsMITRH. © I think, Mr. Johnſon, you don't 


g near the theatres now. You give yourſelf no more concern about a new. 


4+ play, 
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play, than if you had never had any ching to do with the ſtage.” Jonxsox. 
« Why, Sir, our taſtes greatly alter. The lad does not care for the 


child's rattle, and the old man does not care for the young man's whore.“ 


Gol bsMrn. © Nay, Sir; but your Muſe was not a whore.” Johxsov. 
c Sir, I do not think ſhe was. But as we advance in the Journey of life, we 
drop ſome of the things which have pleaſed us,; whether it' be that we are 


fatigued and don't chooſe to carry ſo many things any farther,” or that we find 
other things which we like better.” BoswzLL. © But, Sir, why don't you give 
us ſomething 1 in ſome other way? GorLpsmITH. * Ay, Sir, we have a claim 


upon you.“ Johxsox. © No, Sir, I am not obliged to do' any more. * No 


man is obliged to do as much as he can do. A man is to have part of his life 
to himſelf. If a ſoldier has fought a good many campaigns, he is not to be 
blamed if he retires to eaſe and tranquillity. A phyſician, who has practiſed 


long in a great city, may be excuſed if he retires to a ſmall town, and takes 


leſs practice. Now, Sir, the good I can do by my converſation bears the 


| ſame proportion to the good I can do by my writings, —that the practice of a 
©. Phyſician, retired to a ſmall town, does to his practice in a great city.” BoswzLL. 
ec But 1 wonder, Sir, you have not more pleaſure in writing than in not 


writing.” Jonxsow. “Sir, you may wonder.“ 

He talked of making verſes, and's obſerved; The great difficulty i is to know 
when you have made good ones. When compoſing, I have generally had 
them in my mind, perhaps fifty 5 time, walking up and down in my room ; 
and then I have wrote them down, and often, from lazineſs, have written only 
half lines. I have written a hundred lines in a day. J remember I wrote a 
hundred lines of The Vanity of human Wiſhes” in a day. Doctor, (turn- 


ing to Goldfmith 9 I am not quite idle; I made one line Cother day; but 


I made nq more.“ GoLpsmiTa. - Let us hear it; wel L np a a9 one to 


it.“ Jonxsox. © No, Sir; I have forgot it.“ 
Such ſpecimens of the eaſy and playful converſation of the great Dr. Samuel 


Johnſon are, I think, to be prized ; as exhibiting the little varieties of a 
mind ſo enlarged and ſo powerful when objects of conſequence required its 
exertions, and as giving us a minute + knowiedge of his character and modes of 
thinking, = 

Aſter J had been ſome time in Scotland, 1 mentioned to m in a letter that 
« On my firſt return to my native country, after ſome years of abſence, I was 


told of a vaſt number of my acquaintance who were all gone to the land of for- 
getfulneſs, and I found myſelf like a man talking over a field of battle, who 


every moment perceives ſome one tying Grad. ES complained of irreſolution, 
| and 


*. 
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and mentioned my having made a vow as a ſecurity for good conduct. 1 wrote: 1766. 


N 


to him again, without being able to move his indolence ; nor did I hear from Fat. 57. 


him till he had received a copy of my inaugural Exerciſe, or Theſis in Civil 
Law, which I publiſhed at my admiſſion as an Advocate, as ls | the eo in 


Scotland. * chen wrote to me as follows : : 


2 Jawn EEACS/ * 
60 DAR Sin; e 


THE reception of your Theſis put me in mind of my debt to 
you.” why did you Z))!!! ĩ% . LL JO We 


it, by telling you that your Latin wants correction, , In 2 15 e Sei 


L The paſſage ſs alluded to a e trinſalition. 1 — N 
9 This cenſure of my Latin relates to the Dedication, which was as follows: : 


 vIRO. NOBILISSIMO, ORNATISSIMO, 
. . JOANNI „ 
VICECOMITI MOUNTSTUART, | 
| ATAVIS EDITO- -REGIBUS, 
kes FAMILIZ DE BUTE srEI ALTERE ; 
| LABENTE SECULO, | 
e QUUM HOMINES NULLIUS ORIGINIS 
EN Us EQUVARE OPIBUS. AGGREDIUNTUR, | 
SANGUINIS ANTIQUI ET ILLUSTRIS 
a SEMPER MEMORI, 
NATALIUM SPLENDOREM VIRTUTIBUS AUGENTI : 
Ab PUBLICA POPULI COMITIA | 
IAM LEGATO; 
IN OPTIMATIUM VERO MAGNZE BRITANNIE SENATU, 
| JURE HAEREDITARIO, 
OLIM CONSESSURO: 
VIM INSITAM VARIA DOCTRINA PROMOVENTE, 
NEC TAMEN SE VENDITANTE, 
| PREDITO: 
PRISCA FIDE, ANIMO LIBERRIMO, 
rr MORUM ELEGANTIA . = 
INSIGNI : 
IN ITALIZ VISITAN D ITINERE, 
SOCIO SUO HONORATISSIMO, | 
| HASCE JURISPRUDENTIE PRIMITIAS 


 PEVINCTISSIM ® AMICITIZE ET OBSERVAN TI 
MONUMENTUM, . 
i . 
JaAcous BOSWELL. 
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— 


1766. alters, not to urge that it ſhould be prime, is not grammatical : alters ſhould 


Atat. 57. 


f 


be alters. In the next line you ſeem to uſe genus abſolutely, for what we call 
family, that is, for illuftrious artraction, I doubt without authority. Homines 
nullius originis, for Nullis orti majoribus, or, N loco nate, is, I am afraid, 
barbarous—Ruddiman 1 is dead. . ; Be | 

ce J have now vexed you non, and will try to pleaſe you. Your reſo- 
lution to obey your father I ſincerely approve z but do not accuſtom yourſelf 
to enchain your volatility by vows ; they will ſometime leave a thorn in your 
mind; which vou will, perhaps, never be able to e or Wo Take this 
warning, it is of great importance. 
. The ſtudy of the law is what you very juſtly term it, load gene- 
rous ; and in adding your name to its profeſſors, you have done exactly what 
I e wiſhed, when I wiſhed you beſt. I hope that you will continue to 
purſue it vigorouſly and conſtantly. Fou gain, at leaſt, what is no ſmall 
advantage, ſecurity from thoſe troubleſome and weariſome diſcontents, which 


- are always obtruding themſelves upon a a mind Vacant nel. and 


undetermined. 
« You ought to think it no anal inducement to diligence and perſeverance, 


that they will pleaſe your father. We all live upon the hope of pleaſing 
| ſomebody ; and the pleaſure of pleaſing wing to be greateſt, and at laſt 
always will be . hen our en 400 > exerted i in conſequence of | 
our duty. 

« Life is not long, and too ad of 3 it wind not paſs i in idle deliberation 
| how it ſhall be ſpent ; deliberation, which thoſe who begin it by prudence, and 
continue it with ſubtilty, muſt, after long expence of thought, conclude by 
chance. To prefer one future mode of life to another, upon juſt reaſons, 
requires faculties which it has not pleaſed our Creator to give us. 

« If, therefore, the profeſſion you have choſen has ſome unexpected i incon- 
venieneies, conſale yourſelf by reflecting that no profeſſion is without them; 
and that all the importunities and perplexities of buſineſs are ſoftneſs and 
luxury, compared with the inceſſant nne of . and the unfatisfaQtory 
expedients of idleneſs. 


© Hee funt qe + fra gat te voce monere ; 
ET, © 4 


„This alludes to the bel ſentence of the — of my Theſis. JunrrnupaxriA 
Audis nullum uberins, nullum generofius : in legibus enim N. A populorum mores, varigſue fortunæ 
ices ex quibus leges oriuntur, contemplari ſimul Salemas.”* | 


4 1 | « As 
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« As to your Hiſtory of Corſica, you have no materials w ich others have 
not, or may not have. You have, ſomehow or other, warmed your imagi- Ear, 55 
nation. I wiſh there were ſome cure, like the lover's, In for all heads of 


which ſome ſingle idea has obtained an unreaſonable 
Mind your own affairs, and leave the Corſicans to theirs 
« Your moſt humble ſervant, 

« London, Aug. 21, 1766. = SAM. Jounson.” | 


I am, dear 


To Dr. Samvet JOHNSON. 
« Much efcemed and dear Fir, Alͤnchinleck, Nov. 6, 1766. 


| | ee eee ©:9.9,5,0/5,0,9,4,0.0 50.0.6 
„ * * + #* + * #* x 


« Having thus, 1 hope cleared myſelf of the charge brought againſt me, I 


preſume you will not be diſpleaſed if I eſcape the puniſhment which you have 


decreed for me unheard. If you have diſcharged the arrows of criticiſm againſt 
an innocent man, you mult rejoice to find they have miſſed him, or Rave © not 
been pointed ſo as to wound him. ; by 


To talk no longer in allegory, I am, with all deference, going to offer a ; 


few obſervations in defence of my Latin, which you have found fault with. 
« You think I ſhould have uſed /pei prime, inſtead of /pei alteræ. Spes is, 


indeed, often uſed to expreſs ſomething on | which we have a future depen- 
_, : as in Virg. TO» i. 1 14, 


— - modo namgue genelbe 
1 Pem gregis ah abi lice in nudg connixa reliquit.” 


and i in Georg. iii. I. 473, 
© Spemque gregemque fi . & 


for the lambs and the ſheep. Yet it is alſo uſed to expreſs any thing on which 
we have a preſent dependence, and is well applied to a man of diſtinguiſhed | 
influence, our ſupport, our refuge, our præſidium, as Horace calls Mæcenas. 
So, Eneid xii. I. 57, Queen Amata addrefles her ſon-in-law Turnus —* Spes 
tu nunc una; and he was then no future hope, for ſhe adds, 


| 2 decus imperiumque Latini 
5 ob | ? penes.” 


* The paſlage omitted explained the tranſaRion to which the preceding letter had alluded. 
Oo2 which 
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-'£ 766. which might have been ſaid of my Lord Bute ſome years ago. Now 1 con- 


ſider the preſent Eart of Bute to be * Excel/z familia de Bute ff pes prima; and 
my Lord Mountſtuart, as his eldeſt ſon, to be” © pes altera. So in Æneid xii. 


1. 168, after having mentioned Pater Eneas, who was the Preſent ſpes, the 
reigning ſpes, as my German friends: would ſay, the ſpes prima, the poet _ 


© Ft juxta Afeanius, magne ſpes altera Rome. 


* 
he 


ce You think altere ungrammatical, and you tell me it ſhould "TO been 
 alteri. You muſt recollect, that in old times alter was declined regularly and 
when the ancient fragments preſerved i in the Juris Civilis Fontes were written, 
it was certainly declined in the way that I uſe it. This, I ſhould think, may 
Protect a lawyer who writes alteræ in a diſſertation upon part of his own ſcience. 
But as I could hardly venture to quote fragments of old law to ſo claſſical a 
man as Mr. Johnſon, I have not made an accurate ſearch into theſe remains, 
to find examples of what S am able to ne in 2 ee * We 
find in Plaut. Rudens, act ĩii . ſcene | . | 


Nam buic alteræ patria ae ft profetto alis. 885 


P lautus is, to be fure, an old comick writer: but in the days of Scipio and 
* RT We ___ n. * act ii. ſcene 3, 


"i 


. 3 doc 205 in itinere alteræ 


B 4 Dum narrat, Jorn andivi. 


.« Yow doubt my having authority for uſing ke genus abſolu tely, for what we 
call family, that is, for illuſtrious extraction. Now I take genus in Latin, to 
have much the fame ſignification with birth in- Engliſh ; both in their primary 
meaning expreſſing fimply deſcent, but both made to and rar igenm, for 
noble deſcent. Genus is thus uſed i in Hor. üb. ü. Sat. V. > 


15 Ei genus ef virtus, u 2 cum N vilier alga f. 


Andi in TT 1. Epitt vi. I. 37, 
: 1 E, genus el formam Regina prcunia donat.” 


And in the gre coditelhi berween. Ajax and. Ulyſſes, I Ovid's Metamorph: 
lb, xiii. 1. 140, 


Nam genus et Kuen et que non fecimas 19015 
Vir ea mebre v voc. 


* — 


cc Homiues 


+ 
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+ be e nullius originis, for nullis ori woe or nullo loco nari, is „ you are 
afraid, barbarous. 
Origo is uſed to ſignify extraction, as in Ving. Eneid i 1. L 286, 


* Na afcetur pulchrd Tr rojanus origine DET; x 


andi in Kneid x, I. 618, 
© Ille tamen noftrd deducit origine nomen. 


and as ! is uſed for obſcure, is it not in the genius of the Latin language 
to write nullius originis, for obſcure extraction? 164) 
c have defended myſelf as well as I could. | 17 
Might J venture to differ from you with regard to the utility of vows ? 
I am ſenſible that it would be very dangerous to make vows raſhly, and with- 
out a due conſideration. But I cannot help thinking that they may often be 


— 
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of great advantage to one of a variable judgement and irregular. inclinations. 


J always remember a paſſage in one of your letters to our Italian friend 


- Baretti, where talking of the monaſtick life, you ſay you do not wonder that 


ſerious men ſhould put themſelves under the protection of a religious order, 


when they have found how unable they are to take care of themſelves. For 
my own part, without affecting to be a Socrates, I am ſure I have a more 
than ordinary ſtruggle to maintain with the Evil Principle; and all the methods 
I can deviſe are little ds to Oe" me e e in the paths of 
rectitule. 


. 


« T am ever, with the higheſt veneration, 
ce Your affectionate humble ſervant, +. 
ET Eg i ones 1 Jauxs Bos wEL I.“ 


It appears from kis diary, that * was this year at Mr. Thrale' s, from 
before Midſummer till after Michaelmas, and that he afterwards paſſed a 


month at Oxford. He had then contracted a great intimacy with Mr. Chambers 


of that Univerſity, now Sir Robert Chambers, one of the Judges in India. 

He publiſhed nothing this year in his own name; but the noble Dedication * 
to the King, of Gwyn's © London and Weſtminſter Improved,” was written by 
him; and he furniſhed the Preface, f and ſeveral of the pieces, which compoſe a 


volume of Miſcellanies by Mrs. Anna Williams, the blind lady who had an 


aſylum in his houſe. Of theſe, there are his © Epitaph on Philips;*” © Tranſla- 
tion of a Latin Epitaph on Sir Thomas Hanmer ;“ © Friendſhip, an Ode; 
and, «© The Ant,“ a paraphraſe from the Proverbs, of which I have a copy 


in 


=. 


4 
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1766. in his own harid-writing 3 and, from internal evidence, I aſcribe to him, 
2 « To Miſs —— on her giving the Authour a gold and ſilk net-wofk Purſe 
bo of her own weaving ;f” and, © The happy Life.y"—Moſt of them have 
evidently received conſiderable additions from his ſuperiour pen, particularly 

« Verſes to Mr. Richardſon, on his Sir Charles Grandiſon; “ The Excur- 

ſion ;” Reflections on a Grave digging in Weſtminſter-Abbey. ” There is 

in this collection a poem « On the Death of Stephen Grey, the Eleftrician ;*” 

which, on reading it, appeared to me to be undoubtedly Johnſon's. I aſked 

Mrs. Williams whether it was not his. Sir, (ſaid ſhe, with ſome waraith,) „ 

wrote that poem before I had the honour of Dr. Johnſon's acquaintance.” T, 


anſwer was, It is true, Sir, that ſhe wrote it before ſhe was acquainted with 

„ me; but ſhe has not told | you that I wrote. it all t all over again, except t two lines. 

7 * The F ountains, f- a beautiful little Fairy tale in proſe, written with exquiſite 

„ Gimplicity, is one of Johnſon's productions; and I cannot with-hold from Mrs. 
„ Thrale the os of being the authour of that admirable poem, The Thre 

r Whois” 

He wrote this year a letter not intended for publication, which has, per- 

+ haps, as ſtrong marks of his ſentiment and ſtyle, as any of his compoſitions. 


eſtate, who took arms for the houſe of Stuart in 1745; and during his con- 
cealment in London till the act of general pardon came out, obtained the 
- acquaintangg. of Dr. Johnſon, who juſtly eſteemed him as a very worthy man. 
It ſeems, ſome of the members of the ſociety in Scotland for propagating 
Chriſtian knowledge had oppoſed the ſcheme of tranſlating the holy ſcriptures 
into the Erſe or Gaelick language, from political conſiderations of the diſ- 
advantage of keeping up the diſtinction between the Highlanders and the other 
inhabitants of North-Britain. Dr. Johnſon being informed of this, I ſuppoſe 
140 _ Drummond, wrote with a generous 3 as follows: 


| e. Ware DavnuonD. 
44 1 * . 
e IIS not expect to hear had it a be, in an aſſembly — 


for the propagation of Chriſtian knowledge, a queſtion whether any nation 


uninſtructed i in religion ſhould receive inſtruction; or whether that inſtruction 
ſhould 


- K 5 3 8 8 : ; : * * 4 * 
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however was ſo much impr eſſed with my firſt notion, that I mentioned it to 
eren repeating, at the ſame time, what Mrs. Williams had ſaid. His 


— The original is in my poſſeſſion. It is addreſſed to the late Mr. William 
't 2 5 -Drummond, bookſeller in Edinburgh, a gentleman of good family, but ſmall 
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ſhould be imparted to them by a tranſlation of the holy books into their own 1766. 
language. If obedience to the will of Gop be neceſſary to happineſs, and 224 
knowledge of his will be neceſſary to obedience, I know not how he that 9 
with-holds this knowledge, or delays it, can be ſaid to love his neighbour as ER, 
himſelf. - He, that voluntarily continues ignorance, is guilty of all the crimes 7 1 
which ignorance produces; as to him, that ſhould extinguifſi the tapers of a | 
light-houſe, might juſtly be imputed the calamities of ſhipwrecks. Chriſtianity 
is the higheſt perfection of humanity; and as no man is good but as he wiſhes 
the good of others, no man can be good in the higheſt degree, w who wiſhes 
not to others the largeſt meaſures of the greateſt good. To omit for a year, TE 3 
or for a day, the moſt efficacious method of advancing Chriſtianity, in com- 
pliance with any purpoſes that terminate on this fide of the grave, is a crime 
of which I know not that the world has yet had an example, except in the 
practice of the planters of America, a race of mortals whom, I Hey 
other man wiſhes to reſemble. 
ns Papiſts have, indeed, denied to the laity the uſe of this bible ; ; but 
this prohibition, in few places now very rigorouſly enforced, is defended by 
arguments, which have for their foundation- the care of ſouls. To obſcure, 
upon motives. merely political, the light of revelation, is a practice reſerved 
for the reformed ; and, ſurely, the blackeſt midnight of popery is meridian ſun- 
ſhine to ſuch a reformation. I am not very willing that any language ſhould 
be totally extinguiſhed. The fimilitude and derivation of languages afford the 
moſt indubitable proof of the traduction of nations, and the genealogy of man- 
kind. They add often phyſical certainty to hiſtorical evidence; und often 
ſupply the only evidence of ancient migrations, and of the revolutions of ages 
which left no written monuments behind them. 
Every man's opinions, at leaſt his deſires, are a little influenced by his 
favourite ſtudies. My zeal for languages may ſeem, perhaps, rather over- 
heated, even to thoſe by whom I deſire to be well eſteemed. To thoſe who 
have nothing in their thoughts but trade or policy, preſent power, or preſent 
money, I ſhould not think it neceſſary to defend my opinions; but with men 
olf letters I would not unwillingly compound, by wiſhing the continuance of 
every language, however narrow in its extent, or however incommodious for 
common purpoſes, till it is repoſited in ſome verſion of a known book, that 
it may be always hereafter examined and compared with other languages, and 
then permitting its diſuſe. For this purpoſe, the tranſlation of the bible is 
moſt to be defired. It is not certain that the ſame method will not preſerve 


_the Highland language, for the . of learning, and aboliſh it from 
| dauaiby 


- 
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1766. | daily uſe.) When the Highlanders read the Bible, they will EY wiſh to 
Arat. 57. have its ebſcurities cleared, and to know the hiſtory, collateral or appendant. 
Knowledge always deſires increaſe: it is like fire, which muſt firſt be kindled 

by ſome external agent, but which will afterwards propagate itſelf” When 
they once defire to learn, they will naturally. have recourſe to the neareſt lan- 

19 guage by which that deſire can be gratified ; and one will toll n chat 

if he would attain knowledge, he muſt learn Engliſh. . 

e FThis ſpeculation may, perhaps, be thought more fubtle tha ah gol 
neſs of real life will eaſily admit. Let it, however, be remembered, that the 
efficacy of ignorance has been. long' tried, and has not produced the conſe- 

= gquence expected. Let knowledge, therefore, take its turn; and let the patrons 

1 on privation ſtand awhile aſide, and admit the operation of poſitive principles. 

'« You will be pleaſed, Sir, to aſſure the worthy man who is employed in 
an new tranſlation, that he has my wiſhes for his ſucceſs ; and if here or at 
Oxford I can be of any uſe, that 1 ſhall think it more chan honour to * 
huis undertaking. 1 
« am _ that I delayed ſo long to write. J am, ir 
| bci Your moſt humble ſervant, | 
e «« Johnſon's-court, Vending 0 0 Sau. Forney” 


* 


„ Aug. 13, 1766. 


Oo The opponents of this pious ſcheme = Tp made aſhamed of cher condudt, 
. the benevolent undertaking was allowed to go on. 
The following letters, though not written till the year after, bing chief 
© the ſame ſubject, are here inſerted. Sn 


To Mr. wide en : - 
« DAA Six, 33 Es | ©, 
„THAT my hw mould hve had woch effects as you mention, 
gives me great pleaſure. I hope you do not flatter me by imputing to me 
mai-oore good than I have really done. Thoſe whom my arguments have per- 
N ſuaded to change their opinion, ſhow ſuch modeſty and e as deſerve 
great praiſe. 

I hope the worthy tranſlator goes diligently Sad He: has a higher 
reward in proſpect, than any honours which this world can beſtow. I wiſh I 
could be uſeful to him. 

The publication of my letter, 172 it ron be of uſe in a cauſe to lch 


Fic all other cauſes are nothing, I ſhould not prohibit. But firſt, I would have 
„ | 5 | you 
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vou conſider whether the publication will really do any good; next, whether 
by printing and diſtributing a very ſmall number, you may not attain all that 
you 3 and, what perhaps I ſhould have ſaid firſt, whether the letter, 


which I do not now perfectly remember, be fit to be printed. 

If you can conſult Dr. Robertſon, to whom I am a little known, I ſhall 
be ſatisfied about the propriety of whatever he ſhall direct. If he thinks that 
it ſhould be printed, J entreat him to reviſe it; there may, perhaps, be ſome 
_ negligent lines written, and whatever 1s amiſs „he knows very well how to 
reCity 3. 5 

ge Be bebo to let me know, from time to time, how this excellent deſign 
goes forward. 

« Make my compliments to young Mr. Drummond, whom I hope you 
will live to ſee ſuch as you deſire him. 

ce J have not lately ſeen Mr. Elphinſton, but believe him to be 8 
1 fhall be glad to hear the ſame of you, for I am, Sir, 


+ © Your affectionate humble ſervant, ; | 
cc 8 Fleet-ſtreet, 8 | 8 AM. J O HN $ 0 N. ; as 
April 21, 1767, | 158 


5 To the Jame. 
« Stn, 5 1 

© I RETURNED this week from the country, after an abſence of near 
fix months, and found your letter, with many others, which I ſhould have 


anſwered ſooner, if I had ſooner ſeen them. 
te Dr. Robertſon's opinion was ſurely right. Men ald not be told of the 


faults which they have mended. I am glad the old language is taught, and 


honour the tranſlator as a man whom Gop has Es by the high office 


a 


of propagating his word. 


ce I muſt take the liberty of engaging you in an affice of charity. Mrs. 


Heely, the wife of Mr. Heely, who had lately ſome office in your theatre, is 
my near relation, and now in great diſtreſs. They wrote me word of their 
ſituation ſome time ago, to which I returned them an anſwer which raiſed hopes 
of more than it is proper for me to give them. Their repreſentation of their 


affairs I have diſcovered to be ſuch as cannot be truſted ; and at this diſtance, 


though their caſe requires haſte, I know not how to act. She, or her daughters, 
may be heard of at t Canongate Head. I muſt beg, Sir, that you will enquire 


; 3 This paragraph ſhews Johnſon's real eſtimation of the character and abilities of the celebrated 


Scottiſh nn however lightly, in a moment of caprice, he may have ſpoken of his works. 
” © f . alter 
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1766. after them, and let me know what is to be done. I am willing to go to ten 


— 
Etat. 57. 


i London A Johnſon's- s-court, Fleet- 


pounds, and will tranſmit you ſuch a ſum, if upon examination you find it 
likely to be of uſe. If they are in immediate want, advance them what you 


think proper. What J could do, I would do for the women, * no great 


reaſon to pay much regard to Heely himſelf. 
« I believe you may receive ſome intelligence from Mrs. Baker, of the 
theatre, whoſe letter I received at the fame time with-yours, and to whom, 


if you ſee her, you will make my excuſe for the NY — of anſwer- 


ing her. 
« Whatever you eee within ten ble ſhall be immediately feturted 


to you, or - as you ſhall order. I truſt wholly to your PORE 


a 1 am, Sir, & c. 


e Jonunson.” 
ſtreet, Oct. 24, 2767. | | 


Mr. Cuthbert Shaws, alike diſtinguiſhed by his genius, misfortunes, and 


miſconduct, publiſhed this year a poem, called The Race, by Mercurius 
Spur, Eſq.” in which he whimfically made the living poets of England contend 


for pre-eminence of fame by running : 
* Prove by their heels the proves of the head. „» 


In this poem there was the following portrait of Johnſon : : 


| e Here Johnſon ume with outward grace, 
His rigid morals ſtamp'd upon his face. 
While ſtrong conceptions ſtruggle in his brain; 
te (For even Wit is brought to-bed with pain): 
To view him, porters with their loads would reſt, 
And babes ding frighted to the nurſe's breaſt. 
© With looks convuls'd, he roars in pompous ſtrain, 
& And, like an angry lion, ſhakes his mane. 5 
The Nine, with terror ſtruck, who ne'er had ſeen, 
C Aught human with ſo horrible a mien, 
Debating whether they ſhould ſtay or run, 
« Virtue ſteps wth, and claims him for her ſon. 


| * This is the perſon concerning hog Sir John Hawkins has thrown out very . 
refleRions both againſt Dr. Johnſon and Mr. Francis Barber. 


3 See an account of him in the 6 January. 1786. 
4+ | | 


« With 
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« With gentle ſpeecli ſhe warns him now to yield, 

« Nor ſtain his glories in the doubtful field ; 
But wrapt in conſcious worth, content fit down, 

« Since Fame, reſolv'd his various pleas to crown, 

« Though forc'd his preſent claim to diſavow, 

« Had long reſerv'd a chaplet for his brow. 

* He bows, obeys ; for Time ſhall firſt expire, 

« Ere Johnſon ſtay, when Virtue bids retire,” 


The Honourable Thomas reer and his lady having unhappily diſagreed, 


and being about to ſeparate, Johnſon interfered as their friend, and wrote 
him a letter of expoſtulation, which I have not been able to find; but the 


' ſubſtance of it is aſcertained by a letter to Johnſon, in anſwer to it, which Mr. 
Hervey printed. The occaſion of this correſpondence between Dr. Johnſon 
and Mr. Hervey, was thus related to me by Mr. Beauclerk. Tom Hervey 
had a great liking for Johnſon, and in his will had left him a legacy of fifty 
pounds. One day he ſaid to me, © Johnſon may want this money now, more 
than afterwards. I have a mind to give it him directly. Will you be ſo good 
as to carry a fifty pound note from mie to him ?* This I poſitively refuſed to 
do, as he might, perhaps, have knocked me down for inſulting him, and have 
afterwards put the note in his pocket. / But I fad, if Hervey would write him 
a letter, and encloſe a fifty pound note, I ſhould take care to deliver it. He 
_ accordingly did write him a letter, mentioning that he was only paying a 
legacy a little ſooner. To his letter he added, P. S. I am going to part 
with my wife.” X Johnſon then wrote to him, ſaying nothing of the note, but 
remonſtrating with him againſt parting with his wife.“ 
When 1 mentioned to Johnſon this ſtory, in as delicate terms as I could, 
he told me that the fifty pound: note was given to him by Mr. Hervey in 
confideration of his having written for him a pamphlet againſt Sir Charles 
 Hanbury Williams, who, Mr. Harvey imagined, was the authour of an attack 
upon him; but that it was afterwards diſcovered to be the work of a garret- 
teer, who wrote © The Fool :” ſo the pamphlet againſt Sir Charles was not 
printed. Log A. fu. 4 A. Late — 


In February, 1767, there happened one of the moſt i e 


of Johnſon's life, which gratified his monarchical enthuſiaſm, and which he 

loved to relate with all its circumſtances, when requeſted by his friends. This 

was his being honoured by a private converſation with his Majeſty, in the 

library at the Queen's houſe. He had frequently viſited thoſe — en 
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1767. and noble collection of books“, which he uſed to ſay was more ünnerous and 
er curious than he ſuppoſed any perſon could have made in the time which the 


King had employed. Mr. Barnard, the librarian, took care that he ſhould 
have every accommodation that could contribute to his eaſe and convenience, 
while indulging his literary taſte in that Place; ſo that he * * © very 
agreeable reſource at leiſure hours. 

His Majeſty having been informed of his ceralional viſits, - was s pleaſed to 
ſignify a deſire that he ſhould be told when Dr. Johnſon came next to the 
library. Accordingly, the next time that Johnſon did come, as ſoon as he 
was fairly engaged with a book, on which, while he fat by the fire, he ſeemed 
quite intent, Mr, Barnard ſtole round to the apartment where the King was, 
and, in obedience to his Majeſty's commands, mentioned that Dr. Johnſon was 
then in the library. His Majeſty ſaid he was at leiſure, and would go to him; 
upon which Mr. Barnard took one of the candles that ſtood on the King's table, 
and lighted his Majeſty through a ſuite of rooms, till they came to a private 
door into the library, of which his Majeſty had the key. Being entered, Mr. 
Barnard ſtepped forward haſtily to Dr. Johnſon, who was till in a profound 
ſtudy, and whiſpered him, * Sir, here is the King.” Johnſon ſtarted up, and ſtood 
ll, His Majeſty approached him, and at once was courteouſly eaſy 7.” 

His Majeſty began by obſerving, that he underſtood he came ſometimes to 
the oy 4 ; and 11 r his having heard that the Law had been 


Dr. Johnſon bad the honour of 3 his aſſiſtance 1 190 the Formation of this library; 
for I have read a long letter from him to Mr. Barnard, giving the moſt maſterly inſtructions on the 


5 ſubject. I wiſhed much to have gratified my readers with the peruſal of this letter, and have rea- 
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ſon to think that his Majeſty would have been graciouſſy pleaſed to permit i Its s publication; bi but Mr, 
Barnard, to whom I applied, declined it * on his own account.“ 
- 7 The particulars of this converfation I have been at great pains to collect Lich ie utmoſt 
authenticity, from Dr. Johnſon's own detail to myſelf; from Mr. Langton, who was preſent when 
he gave an account of it to Dr. Joſeph Warton, and ſeveral other friends, at Sir Joſhua Reynolds's ; 
from Mr. Barnard ; from the copy of a letter written by. the late Mr. Strahan the printer, to 
Biſhop Warburton ; and from a minute, the original of which i is among the papers of the late 
Sir James Caldwell, and a copy of which was moſt obligingly obtained for me from his ſon Sir 
John Caldwell, by Sir Francis Lumm. To all theſe gentlemen I beg leave to make my grate 
ful acknowledgements, and particularly to Sir Francis Lumm, who was pleaſed to take a great 
deal of trouble, and even had the minute laid before the King by Lord Caermarthen, now Duke of 
Leeds, one of his Majeſty $ Principal Secretaries of State, who announced to Sir Francis the 
| Royal pleaſure concerning it by a letter, i in theſe words: „1 have the King's commands. to aſſure 
you, Sir, how ſenfible. his Majeſty is of your attention in communicating the minute of the con- 
verſation previous to its publication. As there appears no objection to your complying with Mr. 
Boſwell's wiſhes on the ſubject, you are at full liberty to deliver it to that gentleman, to make —. 
uſe of in bis Life of Dr. Johnſon, as he ey think proper,” 
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lately at Oxford, aſked him if he was not fond of going thither. To which 


but was likewiſe glad to come back again. The King then aſked him what 
they were doing at Oxford. Johnſon anſwered, he could not much commend 


their diligence, but that in ſome reſpects they were mended, for they had put 


their preſs under better regulations, and were at that time printing Polybius. 
He was then aſked whether there were better libraries at Oxford ot Cambridge. 
He anſwered, he believed the Bodleian was larger than any they had at Cam- 
bridge; at the ſame time adding, hope, whether we have more books or 


not than they have at Cambridge, we ſhall make as good uſe of them as they 


do. Being aſked whether All-Souls or Chriſt-Church library was the largeſt, 
he anſwered, 5 All-Souls library is the largeſt we have, mm ok the n 9 
« Aye, (faid the King,) that is the publick library.” 

His Majeſty enquired if he was then writing any alloys He erin 
he was not, for he had pretty well told the world what he knew, and muſt 


now read to acquire more knowledge. The King, as it ſhould ſeem with a 
view to urge him to rely on his own ſtores as an original writer, and to continue 
his labours, then ſaid, © 1 do not think you borrow much from any body.“ 
Johnſon ſaid, he thought he had already done his part as a writer. *I ſhould 


have thought ſo too, (ſaid the King,) if you had not written fo. well. 


Johnſon obſerv ed to me, upon this, that No man could have paid . Wn 


ſomer compliment; and it was fit for a King to pay. It was deciſive.” When 
aſked. by another friend, at Sir Joſhua Reynolds's, whether he made any reply 
to this high compliment, he anſwered, (No, Sir. When the King had faid 
it, it was to be ſo. It was not for me to bandy civilities with my ſovereign.“ 
Perhaps no man who had ſpent his whole life in courts could have ſhewn a 
more nice and dignified ſenſe of true politeneſs, than Johnſon did in this inſtance. 


293 


1767. 
Johnſon anſwered, that he was indeed fond of going to Oxford ſometimes, Fut. 50. 


His Majeſty having obſerved to him that he ſuppoſed he muſt have read a 


| a Johnſon anſwered, that he thought more than he read; that he 


had read a great deal in the early part of his life, but having fallen! into ill 


health, he had not been able to read much, compared with others: for 
inſtance, he faid he had not read much compared with Dr. Warburton. Upon 


which the King faid, that he heard Dr. Warburton was a man of ſuch general 
knowledge, that you could ſcarce talk with him on any ſubject on which he 
was not qualified to ſpeak ; and that his learning reſembled Garrick's acting, 
in its univerſality. His Majeſty then talked of the controverſy between 


Warburton and .Lowth; which he ſeemed to have read, and aſked Johnſon | 


«hat he th of it. n anſwered, « Warburton has. moſt general 
8 | _ moſt 
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E LIFE OF. DR. JOHNSON. _ 
moſt ſcholaſtick learning; Loth is the more correct ſcholar. 'I do not know 


+ Ta | ws, which of them calls names beſt.” The King was pleaſed to ſay he was of 


the ſame opinion; adding, e You do not think then, Dr. Johnſon, that there 
was much argument in the caſe.” TJohnſon ſaid, he did not think there Was. 
« Why truly, (ſaid the King.) when once 1t comes to > calling names, argu- 
ment is pretty well at an e 

His Majeſty then aſked ine what he thought of Lord Lyttelton 8 hiſtory, | 
which was then juſt publiſhed. Johnſon faid, he thought his ſtyle pretty good, 
but that he had blamed Henry the Second rather too much. Why, (faid 


the King, ) they ſeldom do theſe things by halves. No, Sir, (anſwered 


Johnſon, ) not to Kings.” But fearing to be miſunderſtood, he proceeded to 
explain himſelf; and immediately ſubjoined, & That for thoſe who ſpoke 
worſe of Kings than they deſerved, he could find no excuſe, but that he could 


more eaſily conceive how ſome might ſpeak better of them than they deſerved, 


without any ill intention; for, as Kings had much in their power to give, 
thoſe who were favoured by them would frequently, from gratitude, exagge- 
rate their praiſes; and as this proceeded from a good motive, it was ne 
excuſeable, as far as errour could be excuſeable,” K 


92 g Je uk © The King then aſked him what he thought of Dr. Hill. Johnſon anſwered, 
2 1 7 ; Cur! tha, that he was an ingenious man, but had no veracity; and immediately 


mentioned, as an inſtance of it, an aſſertion of that writer, that he had 
1915 


ſeen objects magnified to a much e degree by uſing three or four micro- 


* ſcopes at a time, than by uſing one. © Now, (added Johnſon, ) every one 


3 


5 z : | ; — * a 
3 } * : a w — : 
eff 


acquainted with microſcopes knows, that the more of them he looks through, 
the leſs the object will appear.” < Why, (replied the King, ) this is not only 


telling an untruth, but telling it clumſily; ; for, if that be the caſe, every one 


who can look through a microſcope will be able to detect him.“ 
« T now, (ſaid Johnſon to his friends, when relating what had paſſed,) 


began to conſider that I was depreciating this man in the eſtimation of his 
fovereign, and thought it was time for me to ſay ſomething that might be 
| more favourable.” He added, therefore, that Dr. Hill was, notwithſtanding, 
a very curious obſerver; and if he would have been contented to tell the 


world no more than he' knew, he might have been a very conſiderable man, 
and needed not to have recourſe, to fuch mean Pens to raiſe his 
reputation. 

The King then talked of "IE jou "ROY mentioned r the 
Journal des Savans, and aſked Johnſon if it was well done. Johnſon faid, 


it was formerly very well —_ and gave ſome account of che perſons who 
began 


be 
: 


Yn THE: LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
whit is, and: carried it on for ſome years; enlarging at the ſame time, on the 


nature and uſe of ſuch works. The King aſked him if it was well done now. Tut. 


Johnſon anſwered, he had no reaſon to think that it was. The King then 


aſked him if there were any other literary journals publiſhed in this kingdom, 


except the Monthly and Critical Reviews; and on being anſwered there were 
no other, his Majeſty aſked which of them was the beſt: Johnſon anſwered, 


that the Monthly Review was done with moſt care, the Critical upon the beſt 


principles; adding, that the authours of the Monthly Review were enemies 
to the Church. This the King faid he was ſorry to hear. | 

The converſation next turned on the Philoſophical Tranſactions, when 
Johnſon obſerved, that they had now a better method of arranging their 
materials than formerly. 
Johnſon for that;” for his Majeſty had heard and remembered the circum- 

ſtance, which Johnſon himſelf. had forgot. 

His Majeſty expreſſed a deſire to have the literary . of chis country 
ably executed, and propoſed to Dr, Johnſon to undertake it. Johnſon ſignified 
his readineſs to comply with his Majeſty” s wiſhes. 

During the whole of this interview, Johnſon talked to his s Majeſty with 


profound reſpect, but ſtill in his firm manly manner, with a ſonorous voice, 
and never in that ſubdued tone which is commonly uſed at the levee and in 
the drawing- room. Aſter the King withdrew, Johnſon ſhewed himſelf highly 


pleaſed with his Majeſty's converſation and gracious behaviour. He ſaid to 
Mr. Barnard, Sir, they may talk of the King as they will; but he is the 
fineſt gentleman I have ever ſeen.” And he afterwards obſerved to Mr. 
Langton, 
ſuppoſe Lewis the Fourteenth or Charles the Second.” * 

At Sir Joſhua Reynolds's, where a circle of Johnſon's friends was collected 
round him to hear his account of this memorable converſation, Dr. Joſeph 


Warton, in his frank and lively manner, was very active in preſſing him to 
« Come now, Sir, this is an intereſting matter; do 


mention the particulars. 
| dd us with it.” Johnſon, with great good humour, complied. 


He told them, « I found his Majeſty wiſhed I ſhould talk, and I made 
I find it does a-man good to be talked to by his 
ſovereign. In the firſt place, a man cannot be in a paſſion—" Here ſome 


it my buſineis to talk. 


queſtion interrupted him, which is to be regretted, as he certainly would 


have pointed out and illuſtrated many circumſtances of advantage, from 8 5 


2 ſituation, where the powers of the mind are at once excited t vigorous 
exertion, and tempered by reverential awe. 2+ hcl * 


ow 5 


eee. ber hi ee ee OY 


» 


« Aye, (ſaid the King,) they are obliged to Dr. 


« Sir, his manners are thoſe of as fine a gentleman as we may 
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» LITE or DR. JOHNSON: MY 
1767. . During all the time in which Dr. Johnſon was employed in relating to the 
= | Fut. 58, 8 at Sir Joſhua Reynolds's the particulars of what paſſed between the 
= Ws King and him, Dr. Goldſmith remained unmoved upon a ſopha at ſome 
=_ | . diſtance, affecting not to join in the leaſt in the eager curioſity of the com- 
, * | pany. He aſſigned as a reaſon for his gloom and ſeeming inattention, that he 
= | apprehended Johnſon had relinquiſhed his purpoſe of furniſhing him with a 
=—_ . Prologue to his play, with the hopes of which he had been flattered ; but it 
was ſtrongly ſuſpected - that he was fretting: with chagrin | and envy at the 
fingular honour Dr. Johnſon had lately enjoyed. At length, the frankneſs 
: ; and ſimplicity of his natural character prevailed. He ſprung from the ſopha, 
a | advanced to Johnſon, and in a kind of flutter, from i imagining himſelf in the 
a | ſituation which he had juſt been hearing deſcribed, exclaimed, Well, you 

| 5 acquitted yourſelf i in this conyerſation better than I ſhould have done; for I 

ſhould have bowed and ſtammered through the whole of it,” FB wy tbo 

EN I received no letter from Johnſon this year; nor have I difcorend, any of he | 
correſ pondence * he had, except the two letters to Mr. Drummond, which have 
been inſerted, for the ſake of connection with that to the ſame gentleman | in 
1 - His diary affords; no light as to his employment at this time. He 
paſſed three months at Lichfield ; and I cannot omit. an n 0 | ond-lolemn 
ſcene there, as related by | biet: | 11 
e Sunday, Oct. 18, 1767. Yeſterday, O0. 195 at 4 ten in the morn- 
g, I took my leave for ever of my dear old friend, Catherine Chambers, 
= came to live with my mother about 1724, and has been but : little parted 

from us ſince. She buried my father, 1 becher and my N She 1 is 
now fiſty- eight years old. N AE „ 
e I defired all to withdraw, chen told ber that we were to part: Ge ever; 
: : that as Chriſtians, we ſhould part with prayer; and that I would, if ſhe was 
* 2 1 willing, fay a ſhort prayer beſide her: She expreſſed great deſire to hear me; 
e Nn . and held up her poor hands, as he lay in bed, with great e While I 

e 1 prayed, kneeling by her, nearly in the following words: 

ep . « Almighty and moſt merciful Father, whoſe loving-kindnefs i is over all thy 
* 2 . works, behold, viſit, and relieve this thy ſervant, who is grieved with ſickneſs. 
thaw 0 Grant that the ſenſe, of her weakneſs may add ſtrength to her faith, and ſeriouſ- 
"vid V neſs to her repentance. And 18 1 that wh. the 1 of my HOW: * after 


It is proper here to e , chat when 1 345 1 bis Seeed 1 8 it W | 
dent of the voluminous colleRic n of letters which, in the courſe of many years, he wrote to 
Mrs. Thrale, which fotins a ſeparate part of. his works; and as a proof of the high eſtimation ſet 
on any thing x which came from his pen, was ſold by that oy for the ſum of five hundred pounds. 


2 -  - through 


THe LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON: 


through Jesus Cunisr c our Lord; for whoſe fake hear our n Amen. 

Our Father, &e. 

I then kiſſed ber. She 8 me, that to part was the greateſt pain | think ſhe 
had ever felt, and that ſhe hoped we ſhould meet again in a better place. I 
expreſſed, with ſwelled eyes, and great emotion of tenderneſs, the ſame hopes. 
. We kiſſed, and parted... I humbly hope to meet again, and to part no more.” 
By thoſe who have been taught to look upon Johnſon as a man of a harſh and 
ſtern character, let this tender and affectionate ſcene be candidly read; and let 
them then judge whether more warmth of _ and. grateful kindneſs, is 


often found in human nature. 0 
. 
Me have the following notice in | his e record: 2 


e Augult 2, 1767. I have been diſturbed and unſettled for a long time, 
| and have been without reſolution to > apply; to ſtudy or to | bulineſs, n hin- 
dered by ſudden fnatches.*.” 


He, however, furniſhed Mr. Adams with a Dedication* * to the King of 


that i ingenious. gentleman's © Treatiſe on the Globes,” conceived and expreſſed 
in ſuch a manner as could not fail to be may grateful to a monarch, diſtin- 
guiſhed for his love of the ſciences. 
This year was publiſhed a ridicule of his ſtyle, vi the title of Lexi- 
1%; pltanes.” Sir John Hawkins aſcribes it to Dr. Kenrick ; but its authour was 
one Campbell, a Scotch purſer in the y. 
ing Johnſon's © words of large meaning, to inſignificant matters, as if one 
ſhould put the armour of Goliath upon a dwarf. The contraſt might be laugh- 


able ; but the dignity of the armour muſt remain the ſame in all conſiderate 


minds. This malicious drollery, therefore, it may eaſily be ſuppoſed, could 
do no harm to its illuſtrious object. 


It appears from his notes of the ſtate of his mind *, N FIR he ſuffered great 


perturbation and diſtraction in 1768. Nothing of his writing was given to 


the publick this year, except the Prologue“ to his friend Goldſmith's comedy 
The firſt lines of this Prologue are ſtrongly 


characteriſtical of the diſmal gloom of his mind; which in his caſe, as in the 


of © The Good-natured Man.” 


caſe of all who are diſtreſſed with the ſame malady of imagination, transfers 
to others its own feelings. Who could ſuppoſe that it was to introduce a 
comedy, when Mr. Benſley ſolemnly began, | 

e Preſs'd with the load of life, the weary mind 

« Surveys the general toil of human kind.“ 


but this dark ground might make Goldſmith's humour ſhine the more. 


& Prayers an Meditations, Pe 77 and 78. 7 Ibid. p. 73. I Ibid, p. 8 7. 
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298. THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


1768. In the ſpring of this. year, having publiſhed my Account of Corſica, with 

| e the Journal of a Tour to that Iſland, I returned to London, very deſirous to 
** ſee Dr. Johnſon, and hear him upon the ſubject. I found he was at Oxford, 
with his friend Mr. Chambers, who was now Vinerian Proſeſſor, and lived in 
New Inn Hall. Having had no letter from him fince that in which he criti- 
ciſed the Latinity of my Theſis, and having been told by ſomebody that he was 
offended at my having put into my book an extract of his letter to me at 
Paris; I was impatient to be with him, and therefore followed him to Oxford, 
where I was entertained by Mr. Chambers, with a civility which I fhall ever 
gratefully remember. I found that Dr. Johnſon had ſent a letter to me to Scot- 

land, and that I had nothing to complain of but his being more indifferent to 

my anxiety than I wiſhed him to be. Inſtead of giving, with the circumſtances 
of time and place, ſuch fragments of his converfation as I preſerved during 
this viſit to Oxford, I ſhall throw them together in continuation. - 

L aſked him whether, as a moraliſt, he did not think that the practice of 
the law, in ſome degree, hurt the nice feeling of honeſty. JoansoNn. © Why 
no, Sir, if you act properly. You are not to deceive ru clients with falſe 
repreſentations of your opinion: you are not to tell lies to a 
But what do you think of ſupporting a cauſe which you know to be bad? 2 
Jonxsox. « Sir, you do not know it to be good or bad till the ud deter- 

Fo) mines it. I have ſaid that you are to ſtate facts fairly ; fo that your thinkin 
, or what you call knowing a cauſe to be bad, muſt be from reaſoning, muſt be 
from your ſuppoſing your arguments to be weak and inconcluſive. But, Sir, that 
po bo not enough. An argument which does not convince yourſelf, may convince | 
the Judge to whom you urge it: and if it does convince him, why then, Sir, 
you are wrong, and he is right. Ie is his buſineſs to judge; and you are not 
to be confident in your own opinion that a cauſe is bad, but to ſay all you 
can for your client, and then hear the Judge's opinion.” Boswxl L. © But, 
Sir, does not affecting a warmth. when you have no warmth, and appearing 
— to be clearly of one opinion when you are in reality of another opinion, does 
1 * not ſuch diſflimulation impair one's honeſty 2 ? Is there not ſome danger that 
hrs 2 lawyer may put on the ſame maſk in common life, in the intercourſe with 


6 np his friends?” Jonxson. © Why no, Sir. Every body knows you are paid 


Labor affecting warmth for your client; and it is, therefore, properly no diſſimu- 
lation: the moment you come from. the bar you reſume your uſual behaviour. 
Sir, a man will no more carry the artifice of the bar into the common inter- 
courſe of OT than a man who. is 2 for e .ygon, his hands will. 


* | . 3 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON: 
"Talking of ſome of the modern plays, he ſaid “ Falſe Delicacy ” Was | 


rotally void of character. He praiſed Goldſmith's © Good-natured Man; 
ſaid, it was the beſt comedy that had appeared ſince & The Provoked Huſ- 


band,” and that there had not been of late any ſuch character exhibited on 


the age as that of Croaker. I obſerved it was the Suſpirius of his Rambler. 
He faid, Goldſmith had owned he had borrowed it from thence. © Sir, (con- 
tinued he,) there is all the difference in the world between characters of 


nature and characters of manners; and there is the difference between the 


characters of Fielding and thoſe of Richardſon. Characters of manners are 
very entertaining; but they are to be underſtood, by a more ſuperficial obſerver, 


than characters of nature, where a man muſt dive into the receſſes of the 


human heart.” 

It always appeared to me that he eſtimated the compoſitions of Richardſon 
too highly, and that he had an unreaſonable prejudice againſt Fielding. 
In comparing thoſe two writers, he uſed this expreſſion; © that there was 
as great a difference between them as between a man who knew how a 
watch was made, and a man who could tell the hour by looking on the 
dial-plate.” This was a ſhort and figurative ſtate of his diſtinction between 
drawing characters of nature and characters only. of manners. But I cannot 
help being of opinion, that the neat watches of Fielding are as well conſtructed 


as the large clocks of Richardſon, . and that his dial-plates are brighter. 
Fielding's characters, though they do not expand themſelves ſo widely in diſ- 
lertation, are as juſt pictures of human nature, and I will venture to fay, have 
more Ariking- features, and nicer touches of the pencil; and though Johnſon 


uſed to quote with approbation a faying of Richardſon's, © that = virtues of 
Fielding's heroes were the vices of a truly good man,” I will venture to add, 


that the moral tendency of Fielding's writings, though it does not encourage | 
a ſtrained and rarely poſſible virtue, 1s ever favourable to honour and honeſty, 


and cheriſhes the benevolent and generous affections. He who is as good as 
Fielding would make him, is an amiable member of ſociety, and may be led 
on by more regulated inſtructors, to a higher ſtate of ethical perfection. 
Johnſon proceeded : & Even Sir Francis Wronghead is a character of man- 
ners, though drawn with great humour.” He then repeated, very happily, all 
Sir Francis's credulous account to Manly of his being with © the great man,” 
and ſecuring a place. I aſked him if the & Suſpicious Huſband” did not 
furniſh a well-drawn character, that of Ranger. Jonnsow. © No, Sir; Ranger 
is juſt a rake, a mere rake, and a lively young fellow, but no character. 


The great Douglas cauſe was at this time a very general ſubject of diſcuſ- 


ſion, I und he had not ſtudied it with much attention, but had only heard 
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parts of it occaſionally. He, however, talked of it, and Git: 101 am of 


e opinion that poſitive proof of fraud ſhould not be required of the plaintiff, 


„ 
LA 


2 ke — 


AL. VE”. 
. 


c 


Sir, (ſaid he,) ſuch a progreſſive emulation. The 
appear well to their tutors; the tutors are anxious to have heir pupils appear 


place? TJonnson, Why ſo is Scotland your native place.“ 


but that the- Judges ſhould decide according as probability ſhall appear to 
preponderate, granting to the defendant the preſumption of filiation to be 
ſtrong in his favour. And I think too, that a good deal of weight ſhould be 


. allowed to the dying declarations, becauſe they were ſpontaneous, There is 


a great difference between what is ſaid without our being urged to it, and 
what is ſaid from a kind of compulſion. Tf 1 praiſe - a man's book without 
being aſked my opinion of it, that is honeſt praife, to which one may truſt. 
But if an authour aſks me if I like his book, and I ar TRE forething 1585 
praiſe, it muſt not be taken as my real opinion. 

« J have not been troubled for a long time with authours defiring my opinion 
of their works. I uſed onee to be ſadly plagued with a man who wrote verſes, 
but who literally had no other notion of a verſe, but that it conſiſted of ten 
meg Lay your En ife and your fork acroſs our Plate, was to him a verſe - 


; Lay: your knife and your fork, acroſs your plite. 5 
As he wrote a great number of verſes he ſometimes 05 chance made led 


. A ones, though he did not know it.“ 


He renewed his promiſe of coming to Scorlani, 1 going 1 85 me to the 


. Hebrides, but ſaid he would now content himſelf with ſeeing one or two of 
— the moſt curious of them. He ſaid ( Macaulay, who writes the account of 


„St. Kilda, ſet out with a prejudice againft prejudices, and wanted to be a ſmart 


2 25 modern thinker; and yet he affirms for a truth, that wan a * arrives there 


all the inhabitants are ſeized with a cold.“ 


He expatiated on the advantages of Oxford for learning. & There is here, 
dents” are anxious to 


well in the college; the colleges are anxious to have their ſtudents appear well 


in the Univerſity; and there are excellent rules of diſcipline in every college. 
That the rules are ſometimes ill obſerved, may be true; but is nothing againſt 


the ſyſtem. The members of an Univerſity may, for a ſeaſon, be unmindful 
of their duty. I am arguing for the excellency of the inſtitution.” 
Of Guthrie he ſaid, © Sir, he is a man of parts. He has no great regular 


fund of knowledge; but by reading fo long, and writing ſo long, he no doubt 
has picked up a good deal.” | 


He ſaid he had lately been a long while at Lichfield, but. had, grown. very 
weary before he left it. BosweLL.. © I wonder at that, Sir; it is your native 


His 


not oo is. itſelf, He faid he would be ſatisfied if the great anatomiſt Morgagni. 


after 


. 
« 
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His prejudice againſt Scotland appeared remarkably ſtrong at this time, 2768. | 151 
When 1 talked of our advancement in literature, « Sir, (ſaid he,) you have 3 . * . 
learnt a little from us, and you think yourſelves very great men. Hume e 7 i it 
would neyer have: written Hiſtory, had not Voltaire written it before him. E / 3 Ae Af 4 A - = 
is an echo of Voltaire,”  BoswzLL. But, Sir, we have Lord Kames . OE 3 4d & me 1 
Jouxsox. cc Vou Dave Lord Kames. Keep him; ha, ha, ha! We don't - $a n -e, Wit 
envy you him. Do you ever ſee Dr. Robertſon?” , BoswzLr. “ Yes, Sir.“ „ wr nf - 
Jonxsov. © Does the dog talk of me?” Boswzir. '- © Indeed, Sir, he does, © ZA,, 1 
and loves you.” Thinking that I now had him ina corner, and being ſolicitous 7 1 ” 2. yy = ,. 1 
for the literary fame of my country, I preſſed him for his opinion on the Lee ans 2 LH. aha "Jatk 
merit of Dr. Robertſon' s Hiſtory of Scotland. But, to my e he a gr pe” 71 10 
eſcaped.— Sir, I love Robertſon, and I won't talk of his book.” 8 55 1 
It is but juſtice both to him and Dr. Robertſon to add, that gh: he / 4 
induſoed- himſelf in this ſally of wit, he had too good taſte not to be fully 10 
ſenſible of the merits of that admirable work. | N 
An eſſay, written by Mr. Deane, a diane of the Church of England, 14 
5 maintaining the future life of brutes, by an explication of certain parts of the Us 
ſeriptures, was mentioned, and the d6&rine inſiſted on by a gentleman who 
ſeemed fond of curious ſpeculation. Johnſon, who did not like to, hear of in 
any thing concerning a future ſtate which was not authoriſed by che regular F 
canons of orthodoxy, diſcouraged this talk ; and being offended at its continua- ” 1 
tion, he watched an opportunity to give the gentleman a blow of reprehenſion. . 14 
So, when the poor ſpeculatiſt, with a ſerious metaphyſical penſive face, addreſſed i 
him, © But really, Sir, when we ſee a very ſenſible dog, we don't know what oy 
to think of him.” Johnſon, rolling with joy at the thought, which beamed oy 
in his eye, turned quickly round, and replied, © True, Sir: and ow we ſee 7 
a very fooliſh fellow, we don't know what to think of him.” e then roſe 7 $4 Ms [i 
up, ſtrided to the fire, and ſtood for ſome time laughing and Prins, JS fro ns 7 eee if 
I told him that I had ſeveral times, when in Italy, ſeen the experiment of ., [i 
Placing a ſcorpion within a circle of burning coals; that it ran round and 44 p b 
round in extreme pain; and finding no way to eſcape, retired to the centre, . } 
and, like a true Stoick philoſopher, darted its ſting into its head, and thus at I 
once freed itſelf from its woes. © This muſt end em. 1 ſaid, this was a curious 1 
fact, as it ſhewed deliberate ſuicide in a reptile. Johnſon would not admit 4p 
the fact. He ſaid, Maupertuis was of opinion that it does not kill itſelf, but ot 
dies of the heat; that it gets to the centre of the circle, as the cooleſt place; 1 
that its turning its tail in upon its head is merely a convulſion, and that it does 1 
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1968 after difleRing a ſcorpion upon whom the experiment had been tried, ſhould 
conily: that its ſting had penetrated into its head. 
| 7% | He ſeemed pleaſed to talk of natural philoſophy. ce T his ede (ald | 
RS. ge he,) fly over to the northern countries, is proved, becauſe they have been 
LES obſerved at ſea. Swallows certainly ſleep all the winter. A number of them 
conglobulate together, by flying round and round, and _ all in a heap 
throw themſelves under water, and lye i in the bed of a river.“ He told us, 
one of his firſt efſays was a Latin poem upon the e 1 am 1 ſorry I 
3 diuid not aſk where it was to be found. _ 
yok Talking of the Ruſſians and the Chineſe, * adviſed me to FRE? Bell's 
45. travels. I aſked him whether I ſhould read Du Halde's account of China. 
c Why yes, (ſaid he,) as one reads ſuch a book; that is to ſay, conſult it.“ 
He talked of the heinouſneſs of the crime of adultery, by which the peace 
=—_— of families yas deſtroyed. He faid, * Confuſion of progeny conſtitutes the 
3 N eceſſence of the crime; and therefore a woman who breaks her marriage vows 
= - is much more criminal than a man who does it. A man, to be ſure, is 
—_ criminal in the fight of Gop:; but he does not do his wife a very material 
—_— „ injury, if he does not inſult her; if, for inſtance, from mere wantonneſs of 
= 35 appetite, he ſteals privately to her chambermaid. Sir, a wife ought not 
= -: , greatly to reſent this. I would not receive home a daughter who had run 
15 away from her huſband on that account. A wife ſhould ſtudy to reclaim her 


— 
Etat. 59+ 


| SES huſband by more attention, to, pleaſe him. Sir, a'man will not, once in a 

; | hundred inſtances, leave his wife and 0 to a harlot, if his wife has not t been 

2 negligent of pleaſing.” _ 

| : 4 I aſked him if it was not hard that one ede From chaſtity ſhould ſo abſo- 
1 


lutely ruin a young woman. JohNSON. * Why no, Sir; it is the great principle 
55 which ſhe is taught. When ſhe has given up that principle, ſhe has given up 
"_ 1 —.— a every notion of female honour and virtue, which are all included in chaſtity.“ 
EC . of b. el. 0. allot A gentleman talked to him of a lady whom he greatly admired and wiſhed 


" — = _ q \ - CT _— l 
_— — —— ts EY DOI — tne hr Be On” 
—— — 64 7 
5 home: Fog 


iy e | 
— Uh" , to marry, but was afraid of her ſuperiority of talents. © Sir, (ſaid he,) you 
WL. ot „„ need not be afraid; marry her. Before a year goes about, you'll find that 


reaſon much weaker, and that wit not ſo bright.” Yet the gentleman may 
| be juſtified in his apprehenſion by one of Dr. Johnſon's admirable ſentences 
1 1 1 77 in his life of Waller: He doubtleſs praiſed many whom he would have been 
— attaid to marry; and, perhaps, married one whom he would have been 
3 po 8 aſhamed to praiſe. Many qualities contribute to domeſtick happineſs, upon 
4 HL Hoey v. * which poetry has no colours to beſtow; and many airs and allies may delight 


Imagination » which he who — them never can approve.” 
He 
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He praiſed Signor Baretti. “His account of Italy is a very entertaining 
book; and, Sir, I know no man who carries his head higher in converſation 
than Baretti. There are ſtrong powers in his mind. He has not, indeed, 
many hooks ; but with what hooks he has he grapples very forcibly.” ?: 
At this time I obſerved upon: the dial-plate of his watch a' ſhort Greek 
inſcription, taken from the New Teſtament, Nut epxeras, being the firſt words 
of our Sayiour's ſolemn admonition to the improvement of that time which 
is allowed us to prepare for eternity; „the night cometh when no man can 
work.” He ſome time afterwards laid aſide this dial-plate ; and when I aſked 
him the reaſon, he ſaid, It might do very well upon a clock which a man 
keeps in his cloſet; but to have it upon his watch which he carries about 
with him, ny which is often looked at by others, might be cenfured as 
oſtentatious. Mr. Steevens is now * of the dial plate inſcribed a as 
above. 
He remained at Oxford: a conſiderable time; I was . to go to London, 
7 where I received 8 letter, which had been returned from Scotland. 


To Janzs Boswarr, El.. 


ce My DEAR an | 
ce I HAvRE omitted a long time to write to you, without knowing very 
welt why. I could now tell why I ſhould not write, for who would write to 
men who publiſh the letters of their friends without their leave ? Yet I write 


to you in ſpite of my caution, to tell you that I ſhall be glad to ſee you, and 


that I wiſh you would empty your head of Corſica, which I think has filled 
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it rather too long. But, at all events, I ſhall be glad, very glad to ſee 


you, I am, Sir, 8 bo, 
FE COLT a if <« Yours affectionately, 8 
Oxford, March 23, 1768. - i SAM. JonnsoN.” 
J anſwered thus: 
To Mr. SAMvEL JoHNnsON. 


« My DEAR, Sis, london, 26th April, 1768. 


IHA received your laſt letter, which, though very ſhort, and 


by no means complimentary, yet gave me real pleaſure, becauſe it contains 
theſe words, I ſhall. be glad, very glad to ſee you. —Surely, you have no 
reaſon. to complain of my publiſhing a ſingle paragragh of one of your letters; 
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HE LIFE OF DR. JOHN S ON. 0 
the temptation to it was ſo ſtrong. An irrevocable grant of your friendſhip, | 
and your dignifying my deſire of viſiting Corſica with the epithet. of a wiſe 


and noble curioſity,” are to me more valuable than many of the grants of kings. 
e But how can you bid me empty my head of Corſica? My noble- 


minded friend, do you not feel for an oppreſſed nation bravely ſtruggling to 


be free? Conſider fairly what is the caſe. The Corſicans never received any 
kindneſs from the Genoeſe. T hey never agreed to be ſubject to them. They 


owe them nothing; and hen reduced to an abject ſtate of ſlavery, by force, 


ſhall they not riſe in the great cauſe of liberty, and break the galling yoke ? 


And ſhall not every liberal ſoul a warm for them ?. Empty my head of 
_ Corſica! Empty it of honour, empty it of humanity, empty it of friend- 


ſhip, empty it of piety. No! while I. live, Corſica and the cauſe of the 
brave iſlanders ſhall ever employ much oh 1 attention, ſhall ever en me 


in the ſincereſt manner. | 
5 * „5 1 


| « JAMES BOSWELL.” 


Upon his arrival in London in May, he ſurprized me. one morning with 
a viſit at my lodgings'in Half-Moon-ſtreet, was quite ſatisfied with my expla- 
nation, .and was in the kindeſt and moſt agreeable frame of mind. As he 
had objected to a part of one of his letters being publiſhed, I thought it right 
to take this opportunity of aſking him explicitly whether it would be improper 
to publiſh his letters after his death. THis. {et vs, Ds N ay, ay when T am 


dead, you may do as you will.” 


He talked in his uſual ayle Sik a 1 REPLY of 0 „ 


4 T hey make a rout about univerſal liberty, without conſidering that all that 


is to be valued, or indeed. can be enjoyed by individuals, is private liberty. 


Political liberty is good only ſo far as it produces private liberty. Now, Sir, 


there is the liberty of the preſs, which you know is a conſtant topick. Sup- 


poſe you and I and two hundred more were reſtrained from printing our 
thoughts: what then? What proportion would that N upon us bear 


do the private happineſs of the nation? 


This mode of repreſenting the inconveniencies of roſtral as light and inſig- 


nificant, was a kind of ſophiſtry in which he delighted to indulge himſelf, in 


oppoſition to the extreme laxity for which it has been faſhionable. for too many 
to argue, when it is evident, upon reflection, that the very eſſence of govern- 


ment is reſtraint; and certain it is, that as government produces rational 
happineſs , 


/ 


this manly and Tpiited Mich te no man was more een than Johnſon 


17 Tur. LIFE Or DR, JOHNSON. „ 
ineſs, too much reſtraint is better than too little. But when reſtraint i is 


unneceſſary, and fo. cloſe as to gall thoſe who are ſubje&t to it, the people 


may and ought to remonſtrate ; and, if relief is not granted, to reſiſt. - Of 


himſelf. 2 


Way 


About this time Dr. Kearick nth him, Sao my . in a pam- 
phlet, entitled! An Epiſtle to James Boſwell, Efq. occaſioned by his having 


tranſmitted the moral Writings of Dr. Samuel Johnſon to Paſcal Paoli, 


General of the Corſicans. I was at firſt inclined to anſwer this pamphlet; but 
Johnſon, who knew that my doing ſo would only gratify Kenrick, by keeping | 


alive what would, ſoon. die N of _y Wy not ſuffer me to take any 
notice of it. 


His fincere. aqui for F rancis Bite, his faithful negro 8 made him 


fo deſirous of his further improvement, that he now placed him at a ſchool 


at Biſhop Stortford, in Hertfordſhire. This humane attention does Johnſon's 
heart much honour.” Out of many letters which Mr. Barber received from 
his maſter, he has preſerved three, which 15 ig uu oy” and which 1 


wen 1 590 ee to their dates. | 


* 


1 4 ; >, - bt. + > 
#74 7 3 A 3. 8 
ng , 


4 Rk 579A 955 Mr Faancrs Bannun, 5 


ce Dzan Pravots, fg * 4. 


22 


ee 5 HAVE been \ very 3 out of order. 5 FX, am i glad to hear that you 


-1 are well, and deſign to come ſoon to ſee you. I would have you ſtay at 
Mrs. Clapp's J for the preſent, till I can duorrinigh what. we ſhall do. Bea 


good bor. 
5 My compliments to Mrs. Clapp and to Mr. Saks” 4 am 
5 ce Tours eee 15 
+ May 28. 1766. = 


"Ws Jounson,” 


1768. 
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* eee he Y IE at tha Coon and Fab OR in the Sent a 


with a company whom I collected to meet him. They were Dr. Percy, now 
Biſhop of Dromore, Dr. Douglas, now Biſhop of Carliſle, Mr. Langton, 


Dr, Robertſon the Hiſtorian, Dr. Hugh Blair, and Mr. Thomas Davies, who 


wiſhed much to be introduced to theſe eminent Scotch literati ; but on the 
preſent occaſion he had very little opportunity of hearing them talk, for with 


an exceſs of prudence, for which Johnſon afterwards found fault with them, 


by hardly opened their lips, and that only to ſay ſomething which they were 
-4 R r | certain 
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1768. certain would not expoſe them to the ſword of Goliah ; ſach was their anxiety 
Ea 59 for their fame when in the preſence of Johnſon, He was this evening in 
remarkable vigour of mind, and eager to exert himſelf in converſation, which 
he did with great readineſs and fluency ; but I am ſorry to find that ] Ty” = 
| preſerved but a ſmall part of what paſſed. | 
HA He allowed high praiſe to Thomſon as a poet; but when one of the com- 
y ſaid he was alſo a very good man, our moraliſt conteſted this with great 
tent accuſing him of groſs ſenſuality and licentiouſneſs of manners. I 
was very much afraid that in writing Thomſon's life, Dr. Johnſon would have 
treated his private character with a ſtern feverity, but I was agreeably diſ- 
appointed; and I may claim a little merit in it, from my having been at 
pains to ſend him authentick accounts of the affectionate and generous conduct 
- of that poet to his ſiſters, one of whom, the wife of Mr. Thomſon, ſchool- 
maſter at Lanark, I knew, and was preſented by her with three of his letters, 

ene of which Dr. Johnſon has inſerted in his life. 

He was vehement againſt old Dr. Mounſey, of Chelſea College, as 4 
fellow who {wore and talked bawdy.” I have been often in his company, 
(ſaid Dr. Percy, ) and never heard him ſwear or talk bawdy.” Mr. Davies, 
ho ſat next to Dr. Percy, having after this had ſome converſation aſide with 
him, made a diſcovery which, in his zeal to pay court to Dr. Johnſon, he 
7 eagerly proclaimed aloud from the foot of the table: O, Sir, I have found out 
a very good reaſon why Dr. Percy never heard Mounſey ſwear or talk bawdy ; 
for he 2255 me, he never ſaw him but at the Duke of Northumberland's 
table.” And fo, Sir, (ſaid Johnſon: loudly, to Dr. Percy,) you would 
ſhield this man from: the charge of ſwearing and talking bawdy, becauſe he 
did not do ſo at the Duke of Northumberland's table. Sir, you might as 
well tell us that you had ſeen him hold up his hand at the Old Bailey, and he 
neither ſwore nor talked bawdy ; or that you had ſeen him in the cart at 
Tyburn, and: he neither ſwore nor talked bawdy. And is it thus, Sir, that 
e , you preſume to controvert what I have related ?” Dr. Johnſon's animadver- 
WT) 8 * fon was uttered in ſuch a manner, that Dr. Percy ſeemed to be diſpleaſed, 

J. 1 ON and ſoon afterwards left the Ws ac of which * did not at A time 
ou _ 0 Kue any notice. 5 
| E bel Svid Ming det misst Johnſon, as ufual, treated him with little 
, dee as an authour. Some of us endeavoured to ſupport the Dean of St. 
44 Patricks, by various arguments. One in particular praiſed his « Conduct of 
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has ftrong facts. Jonnsox. © Why yes, Sir; but what is that to the merit 1769. 
of the compoſition ? In the Sefſions-paper of the Old Bailey there are ſtrong Tr 59. 
facts. Houſebreaking is a ſtrong fact; robbery is a ſtrong fact; and murder 
is a mighty ſtrong fact: but is great praiſe due to the hiſtorian of thoſe ſtrong 
facts? No, Sir. Swift has told what he had to tell diſtinctly enough, but 
that is all. He had to count ten, and he has counted it right.” Then recol- 
lecting that Mr. Davies, by acting as an informer, had been the occaſion of his 
talking ſomewhat too harſhly to his friend Dr. Percy, for which, probably, 
when the firſt ebullition was over, he felt ſome compunction, he took an oppor- 
tunity to give him a hit; ſo added, with a preparatory laugh, Why, Sir, 
Tom Davies might have written © the Conduct of the Allies.” Poor Tom 
being thus ſuddenly dragged into ludicrous notice in preſence of the Scottiſh | 
Doctors, to whom he was ambitious of appearing to advantage, was grievouſly 
mortified. Nor did his puniſhment Fen here; for upon ſubſequent occa- 
ſions, whenever he, © ſtateſman all o'er,” aſſumed a ſtrutting importance, I 
uſed to hail him“ the Authour of the Condu&? 7 the Allies.” 

When I called upon Dr. Johnſon next morning, I found him highly fatiſ- 
fied with his colloquial proweſs. the preceding evening. „Well, (faid he,) 
we had good talk.“ BoswzLL. “ Yes, Sir; you toſſed and ane” ſeveral 
perſons.” 2 | 

The late Alexander Earl of Eglintoune, who loved wit more than wine, 
and men of genius more than ſycophants, had a great admiration of Johnſon ; 
but from the remarkable elegance of his own manners, was, perhaps, too 
delicately ſenſible of the roughneſs which ſometimes appeared in Johnſon's beha- 
viour. One evening about this time, when his Lordſhip did me the honour 


to ſup at my lodgings with Dr. Robertfon and ſeveral other men of literary 


diſtinction, he regretted that Johnſon had not been educated with more refine- L, _ 3 
ment, and lived more in poliſhed ſociety. © No, no, my Lord, (ſaid Signor 2. L £ __ 


Baretti,) do with him what you would, he would always have been a bear.” A . 
« True, (anſwered the Earl, with a ſmile,) but he would have been a dancing 92 5 
bear.” ; Fee 
To obyaate all the An which have gone round tlie world to Johnſon's 
prejudice, by applying to him the epithet of a Sar, let me impreſs upon my 
readers a juſt and happy ſaying of my friend Goldſmith, who knew him well: 
« Johnſon, to be ſure, has a roughneſs in his manner ; but no man * has 72 3 K 
a more tender heart. He has nothing of the bear but bis ſein”? 4. Je, ., 21 

In 1769, ſo far as I can diſcover, the publick was favoured with nothing of 5 ZZ. 7 
hi compoſition, either for himſelf or any of his friends. His « Meditations” 

Rr 2 too 
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1769. too ſtrongly prove that he ſuffered much both in body and mind ; l 
Tat ba. perpetually ſtriving againſt evil, and nobly endeavouring to advance his intel.. 


3 
nay 


5 


lectual and deyotional improvement. Every generous and grateful heart muſt 
feel for the dittreſſes of ſo eminent a benefactor to mankind; and now that his 


unhappineſs. is certainly known, muſt reſpect that dignity ol character which 
prevented him from complaining. 

His Majeſty having this year inſtituted the Royal Aae Jahn lad 
the honour of being appointed Profeſſor of Ancient Literature. In the courſe 
of the year he wrote ſome letters to Mrs. Thrale, paſſed ſome part of the 
fummer at Oxford and at ce. and When. at Oxford wrote the Sen 


letter: | 
To the ond Mr. 1 Tx OMAS Wan T yy 


* D FAR Six, 
ao MANY years Hue I uſed to read in the library of your 
College, I promiſed to recompence the College for that permiſſion, by adding 
to their books a Baſkerville's Virgil. I have now . it, and deſire you to 
repoſit it on the ſhelves. in my name. 
« If you will be pleaſed to let me know n you have an hour of jifure, 
J will drink tea with you... I am. engaged for the afternoon » to-morrow and 
on Friday: al my. mornings are my own. 
x « Tam, &c. 2 
10 My 31, 1769. 3 5 5 Sau. Jonnzon.” 


4 came to Landon f in the autum Le having informed him that J was 
going to be married in a few months I wiſhed to have as much of his con- 
verſation as I could before engaging in a tate of life which would probably 
keep me more in Scotland, and prevent my ſeeing him ſo often as when I 


_ was a ſingle man; but J found he was at Brighthelmſtone with Mr. and Mrs. 


hrale. I was very ſorry that I had. not his company with me at the Jubilee, 
in honour of Shakſpeare, at e e A vom, che great Pere s native 


It has this inſcription i in a blank-leaf : « 3 A D. D. Suu Fobuſor, ed REP hie 
loci ftudiis interdum vacaret. Of this library, which is an old Gothick roem, he was very fond. 


On my obſerving to him that ſome of the modern libraries of the Univerſity were more commo- 


| ious and pleaſant for ſtudy, as being more ſpacious and airy, he replied, * Sir, if a man has a 

0 to Zraxce, he muſt ſtudy at Chrift-Church and All-Souls,” . | 
3 «« During this viſit he ſeldom or never dined out. He appeared to be deeply engaged in ſome. 

- Uterary work, Miſs Williams was now with him at Be | 


tOWN, 
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town:- Johnſon's connection both with Shakſpeare and Garrick founded a 1769. 


double claim to his preſence; and it would have been highly gratifying to 2 


Mr. Garrick. Upon this occaſion J particularly lamented that he had not 


chat warmth of friendſhip for his brilliant pupil, which we may ſuppoſe would 
have had a benignant effect on both. When almoſt every man of eminence 


in the literary world was happy to partake in this feſtival of genius, the abſence 


of Johnſon could not but be wondered at and regretted. The only trace of 


him there, was in the whimſical advertiſement of a haberdaſher, who ſold 


Shakſperian ribbands of various dyes ; and, by way of illuſtrating their appro- 


priation to the bard, introduced a line from the celebrated Prologue at the 
opening of Drury-lane theatre : | 


« Each change of many-colour'd life he drew.” 


F rom Brighthelmſtone Dr. Johnſon wrote me the following bow: which | 
they who may think that I ought to have ſuppreſſed, muſt have leſs ardent. 


feelin g than J have always avowed. 


= 


| | To Janzs Bogwr, Ihe 
e Dzax SIR, T9179 1 


« WHY do you - charge me with- unkindieſs ? I have omitted 


nothing that could do you good, or give you pleafure, unleſs it be that I 


; have forborne to tell you my opinion of your account of Corſica, I believe 


my opinion, if you think well of my judgement, might have given you plea- 
ſure; but when it is conſidered how much vanity is excited by praiſe, I ant 
not ſure that it would have done you good. Your Hiſtory is like other 


| hiſtories, but your Journal is in a very high degree curious and delightful. 
There 1s. between the hiſtory and the journal that difference which there will 


always be found between notions borrowed from without, and notions gene- 
rated within. Your hiſtory was copied from books; your journal roſe out of 
your own experience and. obſervation. You expreſs images which operated 


ſtrongly upon yourſelf, and you have impreſſed them with great force upon 


your readers. I know not whether I could name any narrative by which 
cunolity is better excited, or better gratified. 7 | 

«. I am glad that you are going to be married; and as 1 wiſh you well in 
things of leſs importance, wiſh you well with proportionate ardour in this 
criſis of your life. What I can contribute to your happineſs, I ſnould be very 
unwilling to with-hold ; for 1 have always loved and valued you, and ſhall love: 


£ 


you 


"is. 


1769. 


PRE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
| you and value you ſtill more, e raged een feats 


Anat, 60, which a happy marriage will hardly fail to produce. 


„ 


« ] do not find that I am likely to come back very ſoon Som this "Ig 
1 ſhall, perhaps, ſtay a fortnight: longer; and a a fortnight 1 is a long time to 
a lover abſent from his miſtreſs. Would a IO ever have an end * 
« I am, dear Sir, - 8 
e = «Your moſt affetionate humble TOR 2 5 
cc «« Brighthelmſtone, | — wa 1 Sau. 4 OHNSON,” 


Sept. 9, 10 5 


ff 


After his return to town, we met frequently, Far 1 Atta 155 Practice 
of making notes of his converſation, though not with ſo much aſſiduity as I 
wiſh I had done. At this time, indeed, I had a ſufficient excuſe for not being 
able to appropriate ſo much time to my. journal; for General Paoli, after 
Corſica had been overpowered. by the monarchy of France, was now no 
longer at the head of his brave countrymen, but having with difficulty efcaped 
from his native iſland, had ſought an aſylum in Great-Britain ; and 1t was my 
duty, as well as my pleaſure, to attend much upon him. Such parti ulars of 
Johnſon's converſation at this period as I have committed to writing, I ſhall 
here introduce, without any ſtrict attention to methodical arrangement. Some- 
times ſhort notes of different days ſhall be blended together, and ſometimes 


a day may ſeem important enough to be ſeparately diſtinguiſhed. 


He faid, he would not have Sunday kept with rigid ſeverity and gloor m, 
but with a gravity and ſimplicity of behaviour. 

I told him that David Hume had made a ſhort den of Scotticiſins. 
« ] wonder, (aid Johnſon,) that he ſhould find them.” 

He would not admit the importance of the queſtion. concerning tie legality 


of general warrants, “Such a power (he obſerved,). muſt * veſted in 
every government, to anſwer Particular caſes of neceſſity; and there can be 


no juſt complaint but when it is abuſed, for which thoſe who adminiſter 
government. mult be anſwerable. It is a matter of ſuch. indifference, a matter 
about which the people care ſo very little, that were a man to be ſent over 
Britain to offer them an exemption from it at a halfpenny a piece, very few 
would purchaſe it.” This was a ſpecimen of that laxity of talking, which I 


| have heard him fairly acknowledge; for, ſurely, while the power of granting 


general warrants was ſuppoſed. to be legal, and the apprehenſion of them hung 
over our. r. heads, we aud. not ning: that ſecurity. of freedom, congenial to our 


* ET. 6h - | happy 
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happy conſtitution, and which, by the intrepid exertions of Mr. Wilkes, has 1769. 
been happily eſtabliſhed. | 
He faid, © The duration of Parliament, whether for ſeven years or for the 
life of the King, appears to me fo immaterial, that I would not give half a 
crown to turn the ſcale the one way or the other. The habeas corpus is the _ 
fingle advantage which our government has over that of other countries.” = i 
On the 3oth of September we dined together at the Mitre. I attempted N 1 
to argue for the ſuperiour happineſs of the ſavage life, upon the uſual fanciful | wo 
| topicks. Johxsoxw. “ Sir, there can be nothing more falſe. The ſavages have 
no bodily advantages beyond thoſe of civiliſed men. They have not better 
Health; and as to care or mental uneaſineſs, they are not above it, but below 
It, like bears. No, Sir; you are not to talk ſuch paradox: let me have no 
more oft. It cannot entertain, far lefs can it inſtruct. Lord Monboddo, 
one of your Scotch Judges, talked a great deal of ſuch nonſenſe. I ſuffered 
him; but I will not ſuffer you.” —BoswsLL. But, Sir, does not Rouſſeau 
ok Ny nonſenſe ?” Jounsox. © True, Sir; but Rouſſeau knows he is 
onſenſe; and laughs at the world for ſtaring at him.” Bos wr L. 
_ 1 2 o, Sir?” Jonxnson. «© Why, Sir, a man who talks nonſenſe fo well, 
muſt know that he is talking nonſenſe. But I am afraid, (chuckling and 
laughing,) Monboddo does not know that he i is talking nonſenſe *.” BosweLL. 
« Is it wrong then, Sir, to affect ſingularity, in order to make people ſtare ?” 
Jonxsox. « Yes, if you do it by propagating errour : and, indeed, it is wrong 
in any way. There is in human nature a general inclination to make people 
ſtarez and every wiſe man has himſelf to cure of it, and does cure himſelf, 
If you wiſh to make people ſtare by doing better than others, why, make them 
ſtare till they ſtare their eyes out. But conſider how eaſy it is to make people 
ſtare, by being abſurd. I may do it by going into a drawing-room without my 
ſhoes, Vou remember the gentleman-in The Spectator, who had a commiſ- 
ſion of lunacy taken out againſt him for his extreme ſingularity, ſuch as never 
wearing a wig, but a night - cap. Now, Sir, abſtractedly, the night-cap was 
beſt; but, relatively, the n was overbalanced by his * the boys 
_ run after him.“ 
Talking of „ London life, he ſaid, The happineſs of Lake is not to 
be conceived but by thoſe who have been in it. I will venture to fay, there 


E His Lordſhip rh 8 0 TA in an abuſive manner of Dr. Johnſon „ In my company, 
I on one occaſion during the life-time of my illuſtrious friend could not refrain from retaliation, 


and repeated to him this ſaying. 
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1 6. we now ſit, than in all the reſt. of the kingdom.“ Bosw zl. “ The onl 7 : 
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THE LIFE or DR. JOHNSON. 
1s more learning and ſcience. within the circumference-of ten miles from where 


diſadvantage is the great diſtance at which people live: from one! another,” 
Jokxsox. © Yes, Sir; but that is occaſioned by the largeneſs of it, which is 
the cauſe of all the other advantages.” *  BoswzLL. © Sometimes-I have been 
in the humour of wiſhing to retire to A deſart. , 8 45 Sits you have 
deſart enough in Scotland. 11 85 l 

Although I had promiſed myſelf a great deal of inftrutive converſetion with 
ks on the conduct of the married ſtate, of which I had then a near proſpect, 
he did not ſay much upon that topick. Mr. Seward heard him once ſay, that 
ce 2 man has a very bad chance for happineſs i in that. ſtate, unleſs he marries a 
woman of very ſtrong and fixed Principles of religion.” He maintained to 
me, contrary to the common. notion, that a woman would! not be the worſe 
wife for being learned ; in which, from all that 1 have obſerved of Artemiſic Jas, 
1 humbly differed from him. That a woman ſhould be ſenſible and well 


informed, I allow to be a great advantage ; and think that Sir Thomas Over- 


bury *, in his rude verſification, has very judiciouſly pointed out that 1 of 
N which | is to be deſired ; in a female companion: = ane "8 


. Biden me, next geb, an underſtanding wife, _ . 
1 By Nature wiſe, not learned by mock arts e 
- Some knowledge on her ſide will all my life 2 34 ; 

More ſcope of converſation e . | N T = abo! 


Le Beſides, her inborne virtue fortifie; N96 4 ee 
nm © They a are moſt _ hood” who beſt know why. | 


When L mes a 1 of my Cas for marrying a 1 Koons 
time, as it ſhewed a diſregard of his firſt wife, the ſaid; Not-at all, Sir. 


On the contrary, were he not to marry again, it might be concluded that his 


firſt wife had given him a diſguſt to marriage; but by taking a-ſeconth wife 


he pays the higheſt compliment to the firſt, by ſhewing that ſhe made him 


ſo happy as a married man, that he wiſhes to be fo a ſecond time 80 
ingenious a turn did he give to this delicate queſtion. And yet, on another 
occaſion, he owned that he once had almoſt aſked a'promiſeiaf Mrs. Johnſon 


that ſhe would not marry again, but had checked himſelf. Indeed I cannot 


help thinking, ark. in Ls cal; t the A en cnths been reaſonable; ; for 
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H Mrs. Johnſon forgot; or thought it no injury to the memory of her firſt 1769. 
love, the huſband of her youth and the father of her children, —to make a r 5 


ſecond marriage, why ſhould ſhe be precluded from a third, ſhould ſhe be | 
ſo inclined? In Johnſon's perſevering fond appropriation of his Ter, even 
after her deceaſe, he ſeems totally to have overlooked the prior claim of the 


honeſt Birmingham trader. I preſume that her having been married before z “ 
' had, at times, given him ſome uneaſineſs; for I remember his obſerving upon 7 9 * "I {it 
the marriage of one of our common friends, © He has done a very fooliſh / ba (oo 4 gant 7 _ 
thing, Sir; he has married a widow, when he might have had a maid.” t, Je, 4 = en,, us 
We drank tea with Mrs. Williams. I had laſt year the pleaſure of ſee- Be 2 „ 
ing Mrs. Thrale at Dr. Johnſon's one morning, and had converſation 8 9 
enough with her to admire her talents, and to ſhew her that I was as Johnſonian | 1 -4 1 
as herſelf. Dr. Johnſon had probably been kind enough to ſpeak well of me, | 5 WW 
for this'evening he delivered me a very polite card from Mr. * and her, 1 
inviting me to Streatham. | y 1 N 
On the 6th of October I complied with this TOE IS invitation, and found, G 16 
at an elegant villa, ſix miles from town, every circumſtance that can make 1 s 


| ſociety Pleaſing. -Jalinſon, though quite at home, was yet looked up to with 
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and hoſteſs. I Nessigel. at ſeeing 1 55 ſo happy. 
He played off his wit againſt Scotland with a good humoured pleaſantry, 
which gave me, though no bigot to national prejudices, an opportunity for a 8 7 
little conteſt with him. I having ſaid that England was obliged to us for 3 5 - 
gardeners, almoſt all their good gardeners being Scotchmen,—Joanson. | x L 
« Why, Sir, that is becauſe gardening is much more neceſſary amongſt you 3 45 
than with us, which makes ſo many of your people learn it. K It is all garden- * / 2 
ing with you. Things which grow wild here, muſt be cultivated with great my” 
care in Scotland. Pray now, (throwing himſelf back in his chair, and laugh- | 4 
ing, ) are you ever able to bring the oe to perfection?“ | it 
© TI boaſted that we had the honour of being the firſt to aboliſh the unhoſpitable, 2 $1 
troubleſome, and ungracious cuſtom of giving vails to ſervants. Joansown. _— 
« Sir, you aboliſhed vails, becauſe Tu were too poor to be able to give { , 9 0 
them.“ | — 
Mrs. Thrale diſputed with him on the merit of "TR He attacked him „„ ,, 
Powerfully; ſaid, he wrote of love like a man who had never felt it: his love eee. 22 HAY Ai 
verſes were college verſes : and he repeated the ſong, « Alexis ſhunn'd his Lert® * Lets 4 Fr. 11 
fellow ſwains,” &c. in ſo ludicrous a manner, as to make us all wonder how {7 —_— S. 7 BY 
* one could have been pleaſed with ſuch fantaſtical ſtuff. Mrs. Thrale ſtood * 7 . . 
8 8 to 2 ; 
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1769. to her cid with great courage, in defence of amorous ditties which Johnſon 
TRE deſpiſed, till he at laft ſilenced her by ſaying, My dear Lady, talk no more 
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of this. Nonſenſe can be defended but by nonſenſe.” 

Mrs. Thrale then praiſed Garrick's talent for light gay porkry ; and, as a 
ſpecimen, repeated his ſong in © Florizel and Perdita, and dwelt with Pecu· 
— W on this line: 


5 © I'd ſmile with the ampie, and feed with the poor.” 


3 


8 | | Jonx50n, * Nay, my dear Lady, this will never do. Poor David! Smile 


; | with the ſimple ! What folly i is that! And who would feed with the poor 


chat can help it? No, no; let me ſmile with the wiſe, and feed with the 


ma.” 2x repeated this ſally to Garrick, and wondered to find his ſenſibility as 
a writer not a little irritated by! it. To ſooth him, I obſerved, that Johnſon 


4 Mate none of us; and I quoted the paſſage in Horace, in which he com- 


Peres one who attacks his friends for the ſake of a laugh, to a puſhing ox that 
1s marked by a bunch of hay put upon his horns: © fanum habet in cornu.” 
2M Aye, (faid Garrick, vehemently,) he has a whole mow of it.” 
Taalking of hiſtory, Johnſon faid, © We may know hiſtorical facts to be 
true, as we may know facts in common life to be true. Motives are generally 
unknown. . We cannot truſt to the characters we find in hiſtory, unleſs when 
they are drawn, by thoſe who knew the perſons; as thoſe, for inſtance, by 


Salluſt and by Lord Clarendon.” 4+ Jr Wann e ro Raw le whey © 4 


He would not allow much merit to Whitefield's oratory. His popularity, 


Sir, (ſaid he,) is chiefly owing to the peculiarity of his manner. He would 1 4 


be followed by crowds were he to wear a a night-cap f in the pulpit, or were he. 
o preach from a tree. | 

I know not from what ſpirit Fe 3 he burſt out into a violent 
declamation againſt the C orſicans, of whoſe heroiſm 1 talked in high terms. 
« Sir, - (faid he,) what is all this rout about the Corſicans? They have been 


at war with the Genoeſe for upwards of twenty years, and have never yet 
taken their fortified towns. They might have battered down their walls and 


reduced them to powder in twenty years. They might have pulled the walls 
in pieces, and cracked the ſtones with their teeth in twenty years.” Tt 0 . 


vain to argue with him upon the want of artillery : he was not to be ref 25 7õ 5 


for the moment. C. L emu, ! wky Ae de ger 
On the evening of October Io, 1 preſented Dr. Johnſon to General Paoli” 


I had greatly wiſhed that two men, for whom * the highelt eſteem, ſhould” 
C2 4 | meet. 


* 
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meet. They met with a manly eaſe, mutually conſcious of their own. abili- 
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ties, and of the abilities of each other. The Generel: poke Italian, and Dr. Ta. bo. 


Johnſon Engliſh, and undepſtood one another very well, with a little aid of 


interpretation from me, in which I compared myſelf to an iſthmus which joins 


two great continents. Upon Johnſon's approach, the General faid, 7 From 


what I have read of your works, Sir, and from what Mr. Boſwell has told 
me of you, I have long held you in great veneration.” The General talked 
of languages being formed on the particular notions and manners of a people, 
without knowing which, we cannot know the language. We may know the 
direct ſignification of ſingle words; but by theſe no beauty of expreſſion, no 


ſally of genius, no wit is conveyed to the mind. All this muſt be by alluſion 


to other ideas. © Sir, (ſaid Johnſon,) you talk of language as if you had 
never done any thing elſe but ſtudy it, inſtead of governing a nation.” The 
General ſaid, «© Puefto e un troppo gran complimento,” this is too great a Lom- 
pliment. Johnſon anſwered, © I ſhould have thought ſo, Sir, if I had "not 
heard you talk.” The General aſked him, what he thought of the ſpirit of 


infidelity which was fo prevalent. Johxsow. & Sir, this gloom of infidelity, 


I hope, is only a tranſient cloud paſſing through the hemiſphere, which will 
ſoon be diſſipated, and the ſun break forth with his uſual ſplendour.” -< You 


think then, (faid the General,) that they will change their prineiples like their 
clothes.” Jonnson. © Why, Sir, if they beſtow no more thought on prin- 


ciples than on dreſs, it muſt be ſo.” The General ſaid, that © a great part of 


the faſhionable infidelity was owing to a deſire of ſhewing courage, Men who 


have no opportunities of ſhewing it as to things in this life, take death and 
futurity as objects on which to diſplay it.” Joanson. That is mighty fooliſh 
affectation. Fear is one of the paſſions of human nature, of which it is im- 
poſſible to diveſt it. You remember that the Emperour Charles'V. when he 
read upon the tomb-ſtone of a Spaniſh nobleman, © Here lies one who never 
knew fear, wittily ſaid, © Then he never ſnuffed a candle with his fingers.” 
He talked a few words of French to the General ; but finding he did not 


do it with A; he aſked for pen, ink, and Paper, and wrote the n 
note: 


c Jai lu 1 PI 1 graphie de Lucas de Linda un 8 crit 4 une 


langue toutafait differente de l' Italienne, et de toutes autres leſquelles ſe derivent du 
Latin. Lauteur Pappelle linguam Corſicæ ruſticam; elle @ peutetre paſſe, peu a peu; 
mais elle a certainement prevalue autrefois dans les montagnes et dans la campagne. 
Le meme auteur dit la meme choſe en parlant de Sardaigne 3 ; 2 il. y a deux langues 
dans . une des — Pautre de la campagne. | 

Ss 2 | The 
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1769. The General immediately informed him that the lingua 2 was 795 in 
Etat. 60. Sardinia. 
Dr. Johnſon went home with me, | ad drank? tea a fl late i in the night. He 
faid, General Paoli had the loſtieſt port of any man he had ever ſeen. He 
denied that military men were always the beſt bred men. Perfect good 
breeding, he obſerved, conſiſts in having no particular mark of any profeſſion, 
but a general elegance of manners: whereas, in a military man, you can 
commonly diſtinguiſh the S rand of a ſoldier, / homme d"epee. - - 
Dr. Johnſon ſhunned to- night any diſcuſſion of the perplexed queſtion of 
fate and free will, which I attempted to agitate: * "Oy" n he,) we know 
our will is free, and there's an end of't.” x | 
Laue, 2 He honoured me with his company at dinner on the 16th of October, at 
” 7 my lodgings in Old Bond-ſtreet, with Sir Joſhua Reynolds, Mr. Garrick, 
5 7 Dr. Goldſmith, Mr. Murphy, Mr. Bickerſtaff, and Mr. Thomas Davies. 
5 3 „ Garrick played round him with a fond vivacity, taking hold of the breaſts of 
_—_— his coat, and, looking: up in his face with a lively archneſs, complimented him 
| © onthe good health which he ſeemed then to enjoy; while the ſage, ſhaking 
3 2 his head, beheld him with a gentle complacency. One of the company not 
= , being come at the appointed hour, I propoſed, as uſual upon ſuch occa- 
| ions, to order dinner to be ſerved; adding, Ought fix people to be kept 
27 * waiting for one?” “ Why yes, (anſwered Johnſon, with a delicate huma- 
6's oft: "nity,) if the one will ſuffer more by your ſitting down, than the ſix will do. 
es, by waiting.” Goldſmith, to divert the tedious minutes, ſtrutted about, 
12 bragging of his dreſs, and I believe was ſeriouſly vain of it, for his mind 
was wonderfully prone to ſuch impreflions. * Come, come, (ſaid Garrick,) 
talk no more of that. You are, perhaps, the worſt—eheh !”—Goldſmith. 
was eagerly attempting to interrupt. him, when Garrick went on, laughing 
ironically, © Nay, you will always look like a gentleman; but I am talking 
of being well or ill are.” „ Well, let me tell you, (ſaid Goldſmith,) when 
my tailor brought home my bloom-coloured coat, he faid © Sir, I have a 
| favour to beg of you. When any body aſks you who made your clothes, be 
pleaſed to mention John Phielby, at the Harrow, in Water-lane.” Jannsov. 
« Why, Sir, that was becauſe he knew the ſtrange colour would attract crouds 
to gaze at it, and thus they might hear of him, and ſee how well he could 
' make a coat even of ſo abſurd a colour.” 
After dinner, our converſation firſt turned upon Pope. Johnſon faid, his 
characters of men were admirably drawn, thoſe of women not ſo well. 7 He 
repeated to us, in his forcible melodious manner, the concluding lines of the 


Ry, 7 _ He Dunciad. 
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Dunciad; While he was talking loudly in praiſe of thoſe lines, one of the 
company ventured to'ſay, '< Too fine for ſuch a poem: a poem on what? . 


Jonxsox, (with a diſdainfül look,) © Why, on dunces. It was worth while 
being a dunce then. Ah, Sir, hadſt thou lived in thoſe days! It is not 
worth while being a dunce now, when there are no wits.” Bickerſtaff obſerved, 


as a peculiar circumſtance, that Pope's fame was higher when he was alive 
than it was then. Johnſon ſaid, his Paſtorals were poor things, though the 


verſification was fine. He told us, with high ſatisfaction, the anecdote of 
Pope's inquiring who was the authour of his * London,” and ſaying he will 
be ſoon deterre. He obſerved, that in Dryden's poetry there were paſſages 
drawn from a profundity which Pope could never reach. He repeated ſome fine 
| lines on love, by the former, (which I have now forgotten,) and gave great 
applauſe to the character of Zimri. Goldſmith ſaid, that Pope's character of 
Addiſon ſhewed a deep knowledge of the human heart. Johnſon ſaid, that the 
deſcription of the temple, in' © The Mourning: Bride,” ”” was the fineſt poetical 
paſſage he had ever read ; he recollected none in Shakſpeare equal to it.— 
« But, (ſaid Garrick, all alarmed. for. the god of ks idolatry,”) we know not 


the extent and variety of his powers. We are to ſuppoſe there are ſuch 


paſſages Wh his works. Shakſpeare muſt not ſuffer. from the badneſs of our 
memories.“ Johnſon, diverted by this enthuſiaſtick jealouſy, went on with 
greater ardour: No, Sir; Congreve has nature, (ſmiling on the tragick 


eagerneſs of Garrick ;) but compoſing himſelf, he added, * Sir, this is not 


comparing Congreve on the whole, with Shakſpeare on the whole; but only 
maintaining that Congreve has one finer paſſage than any that can be found in 
Shakſpeare. Sir, a man may have no more than ten guineas in the world, 
but he may have thoſe ten guineas in one piece; and ſo may have a finer 
piece than a man who has ten thouſand pounds: but then he has only one ten- 
guinea piece.— What I mean is, that you can ſhew me no paſſage where there 
is ſimply a deſcription of material objects, without any intermixture of moral 
© notions, which produces ſuch an effect.” Mr. Murphy mentioned Shakſpeareꝰs 
deſcription of the night before the battle of Agincourt; but it was obſerved, 
it had men in it, Mr. Davies ſuggeſted the ſpeech of Juliet, in which ſhe 
figures herſelf awaking in the tomb of her anceſtors. Sorne one mentioned 
the deſcription of Dover Cliff. Jonxsov. © No, Sir; it ſhould be all preci- 
pice, —all vacuum. The crows impede your fall. The diminiſhed appear- 
ance of the boats, and other circumſtances, are all very good deſcription; 
but do not impreſs the mind at once with the horrible idea of immenſe height. 


The impreſſion is divided; you * on by computation, from one ſtage of 


the 
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1769+ the tremendous ſpace to another. Had the girl in © The Mourning Bride” faid, 
Tus 5. the could not caſt her ſhoe to the top of one ef the POE in the-rernple, 
it would not have aided the idea, but weakened 1 =” 

Talking of a Barriſter who had a bad utterance, ſome one, ( to i 
Johnſon, ) wickedly ſaid, that he was unfortunate in not having been taught ' 
oratory by Sheridan. Joanson. © Nay, bows if he had been taught by 
Sheridan, he would have cleared the room.” Garrick. Sheridan has too 
much vanity to be a good man.” We mall now ſee Johnſon's mode of 
2 4; defending a man ; taking him into his own hands, and diſcriminating. Joanson. 
| a . ©, Sir. There is, to be ſure, in Sheridan, ſomething to repiehidd, and 
has” ee ge Har, 094 every thing to laugh at; but, Sir, he is not a bad man. No, Sir; were 
2 5 ” hrs £ajt; mankind to be divided into good and bad, he would ſtand conſiderably within 
4 the ranks of good. And, Sir, it muſt be allowed that Sheridan excels in 

{ af pan declamation, though he can exhibit no character. 
| "lor 0 _ I ſhould, nes have ſuppreſſed this a dw 20AN concerning a perſon of 


| ba 4 8 — in his Life of Swift, and, at he ſame time, treated us his in: 
but 0 ad reers as a ſet of pigmies. He who has provoked the laſh of with cannot com- 
1s plain that he ſmarts from it. 

Mrs. Montague, a lady diſtinguiſhed for having written an Eſſay on Shak- 
ſpeare, being mentioned ;—ReyNoLDs. I think that eſſay does her honour.” 
Jonnsov. © Yes, Sir; it does her honour, but it would do nobod 7 elſe honour. 
I have, indeed, not read it all. But when I take up To oF, and End £ 
it packthread, I do not expect, by looking further, to find embroidery. Sir, 
1 will venture to ſay, there is not one ſentence of true criticiſm in her book.“ 
GARRICK. © But, Sir, ſurely it ſhews how much Voltaire has miſtaken 
Shakſpeare, which nobody elſe has done.” JohxsON. © Sir, nobody elſe has 
thought it worth while. And what merit 1s there in that? You may as well 
praiſe a ſchoolmaſter for whipping a boy who has conſtrued ill. No, Sir, there 
is no real criticiſm in it; none ſhewing the beauty of thought, as formed on 
the workings of the human heart.” my Eb oh wa! , 4 

The admirers · of this Eflay * may be offended at the ſlighting manner in- 4 
which Johnſon ſpoke of it; but let it be remembered, chat he gave his honeſt — 4 

opinion, 


e 


» 


+ Of whom I acknowledge myſelf to be one, conſidering it as a piece of the ſecondary or com- 
parative ſpecies of criticiſm, and not of that profound ſpecies which alone Dr. Johnſon would . 
allow to be real criticiſm.” It is, beſides, clearly and elegantly expreſſed, and has done effeQually 
what it profeſſed to do, namely, vindicated Shakſpeare from the Tae of Voltaire ; 
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opinion, unbiaſſed by any. prejudice, or any proud jealouſy of a woman 
intruding herſelf into the chair of criticiſm ; for Sir Joſhua Reynolds has told 
me, that when the Eflay firſt came out, and it was not known who had written 
it, Johnſon wondered how Sir Joſhua could like it. At this time Sir Joſhua 
| himſelf had received no information concerning the authour, except being 

aſſured by one of our moſt eminent literati, that it was clear its authour did 
not know the Greek tragedies in the original. One day at Sir Joſhua's table, 
when it was related that Mrs. Montague, in an exceſs of compliment to the 
authour of a modern tragedy, had exclaimed, „I tremble for Shakſpeare ;” 
Johnſon ſaid, « When Shakſpeare has got for his rival, and Mrs. 
Montague for his defender, he is in a poor ſtate indeed.” 

. Johnſon proceeded : * The Scotchman has taken the right method in his 
Elements of Criticiſm.” I do not mean that he has taught us any thing; 
but he has told us old things in a new way.” Muzeny. © He ſeems to have 
read a great deal of French criticiſm, and wants to make it his own; as if he 
had been for years anatomiſing the heart of man, and peeping into every 
cranny of it.” GoLDpsMiITa; © It is eaſier to write that book, than to read it.” 
Jonxsox. “ We have an example of true criticiſm in Burke's © Efſay on 
the Sublime and Beautiful; and, if I recolle&, there is alſo Du Bos; and 

Bouhours, who ſhews all beauty to depend on truth. There is no great merit 
in telling how many plays have ghoſts in them, and how this ghoſt is better 
than that. You muſt ſhew how terrour is impreſſed on the human heart.—In 
the deſcription of night in Macbeth, the beetle and the bat detract from the 
general idea of darkneſs, —inſpiſſated gloom.” 

Politicks being mentioned, he ſaid, This nts | is a new mode of 
diſtreſſing government, and a mighty eaſy one. I will undertake to get peti- 
tions either againft quarter guineas or half guineas, with the help of a little 
hot wine. There muſt be no yielding to encourage this. The object 1s not 
important enough. We are not to blow up half a dozen palaces, becauſe 
one cottage is burning.” e 

The converſation then took another turn. Jonxsox. ce It is amazing what 

ignorance of certain points one ſometimes finds in men of eminence. A wit about 
town, who wrote Latin bawdy verſes, aſked me, how it happened that Eng- 
land and Scotland, which were once two kingdoms, were now one :—and Sir 


a conſidering how many young people were miſled by his witty, och falſe obſervations, 
Mrs, Montague's Eſſay was of ſervice to Shakſpeare with a certain claſs of readers, and is, 
therefore, entitled to praiſe. Johnſon, I am aſſured, allowed the merit which I have ſtated, 


ſaying, (with reference to Voltaire,) * it is concluſive ad hominem."? 
e Fletcher 


e 


2 
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1969 Fletcher Norton did ob _ to know that wad were fuch publications as the . 


4 


n 
Etat. 60. eviews.” | 
, cc The ballad of i al Has no r merit, ir i it. bs: really ancient. 


People talk of nne But mere . nature uy be exhibited with very 
little power of mind. 
On Thurſday, October 19, I palled the: evening with TR at 1 houſe; 
He adviſed me to complete a Dictionary of words peculiar to Scotland, of 
which I ſhewed him a ſpecimen. © Sir, (faid he,) Ray has made a collec- 
tion of north-country words. By collecting thoſe of your country, you will 
do a uſeful thing towards the hiſtory of the language.” He bade me alſo go 
on with collections which I was making upon the antiquities of Scotland. 
« Make a large book; a folio.” BosweLL. But of what uſe will it be, 
Sir?“ Jonxsx. © Never mind the uſe; do it.“ . 
1 complained that he had not mentioned Garrick in his Preface to Shak- | 
ſpeare ; and aſked him if he did not admire him. Johxsox. © Yes, as a 
poor player, who frets. and ſtruts his hour upon the Rage as a ſhadow.” 
BoswzLI. But has he not brought Shakſpeare into notice?” JohxsOx. 
« Sir, to allow that, would be to Jampoon the age. Many of Shakſpeare's 
plays are the worſe for being acted: Macbeth, for inſtance.” BoswtLL. 
c What, Sir, is nothing gained by decoration and action? Indeed, I do wiſh 
that you had mentioned Garrick.” TJonnsoN. © My dear Sir, had I men- 
tioned him, I muſt have mentioned many more: Mrs. Pritchard, Mrs. 
Cibber, —nay, and Mr. Cibber too; he too altered Shakſpeare. BOSWELL. 
cc You have read his apology, Sir? 2” Jonxsox. « Yes, it is very entertain- 
ing. But as for Cibber himſelf, taking from his converſation all that he ought 
not to have ſaid, he was a poor creature. 1 remember when he brought me 
one of his Odes to have my opinion of it, I could not bear ſuch nonſenſe, 
and would not let him read it to the end; ſo little reſpect had I for that 
great wan (laughing). Yet I remember Richardſon wondering that 1 could 
treat him with familiarity.” AE 8 
I mentioned to him that I had ſen the execution 4 ſeveral convicts at 
Tybu rn, two days before, and that none of them ſeemed to be under any 
_ cCcConcern. Jouxsox. c Moſt of them, Sir, have never thought at all.“ 
Jer An " BoswELL. © But is not the fear of death natural to man? Johxsox. « So 
2 much ſo, Sir, that the whole of life is but keeping away the thoughts of i it,” 
„ &þ +9 He then, in a low and earneſt tone, talked of his meditating upon the aweful 
l 5 4 hour of his- own diſſolution, and i in what manner he ſhould conduct himſelf 
„ O- ac r upon that occaſion : “ know not (faid he,) whether I ſhould wiſh to have 
47 0 + a friend by me, or have it all waren Gop and myſelf.” 


Talking 
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Talking of our feeling for the diſtreſſes of others —Jonxsox. ee Why, 1769. 
Sir, there is much noiſe made about it, but it is greatly exaggerated. No, Fat. 60. 
Sir, we have a certain degree of feeling”to prompt us to do good: more 
than that, Providence does not intend. It would be miſery to no purpoſe.” 
BoswzL IL. But ſuppoſe now, Sir, that one of your intimate friends were 
_ apprehended for an offence for which he might be hanged.” Jonunsown. „1 
ſhould do what I could to bail him, and give him any other affiſtance ; but if 
he were once fairly hanged, I ſhould not ſuffer.” BosweLL. © Would you 
eat your dinker that day, Sir ?** JoansoN. © Yes, Sir; and eat it as if he 
were eating it with me. Why, there's Baretti, who is to be tried for his life 
_ to-morrow, friends have riſen up for him on every ſide ; yet if he ſhould be 
hanged, none of them will eat a ſlice of plumb-pudding the leſs, Sir, chat, 
ſympathetick feeling goes a very little way in depreſſing the mind.” Sſruny: ; 

I told him that I had dined lately at Foote's, who ſhewed me a letter to 
him from Tom Davies, telling him that he had not been able to ſleep from 
the concern which he felt on account of this ſad affair of Baretti, begging 
of him to try if he could ſuggeſt any thing that might be of ſervice to him; 
and at the ſame time recommending to him an- induſtrious young man who 
kept 'a pickle-ſhop. | Jonxsox. © Aye, Sir, here you have a ſpecimen of 
human ſympathy ; a friend hanged, and a cucumber pickled. We know not 
whether Baretti or the pickle-man has kept Davies from ſleep, nor does he 
know himſelf. And as to his not ſleeping, Sir; Tom Davies is a very great 
man; Tom has been upon the ſtage, and knows how to do thoſe things: I. 
have not been upon the ſtage, and cannot do thoſe things.” BoswzLL. © I 
have often blamed myſelf, Sir, for not feeling for others as ſenſibly as many 
ſay they do.” Jonxsox. © Sir, don't be duped by them any more. You 
will find theſe very Kenn people are not W ready to do "—_ good, They 
pay you by feeling.” | 

Boswzl L. © Foote has a great deal of humour?“ 1 e Tes, Sir.” 
BoswELL. © He has a ſingular talent of exhibiting character.” JohNSOx. 
« Sir, it is not a talent, it is a vice; it is what others abſtain from, It is not 
comedy, which exhibits the character cf a ſpecies, as that of a miſer gathered 
from many miſers; it is farce, which exhibits individuals.” BoswzLL. © Did 
not he think of exhibiting you, Sir?” Joanson. Sir, fear reſtrained him; 
he knew I would have broken his bones. I would have ſaved him the trouble 
of cutting off a leg; I would not have left him a leg to cut off.” BOSwELL. 
« Pray, Sir, is not Foote an infidel ?” Johxsov. © I do not know, Sir, 
| that the fellow is an infidel ; but if he be an infidel, he is an infidel as a dog 
1 18 
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1769. 
2 bo, BosWZLL. « ] ſuppoſe, Sir, he has thought ſuperficialiy, and ſeized the firſt 


finds two apples 


1 


4 - Tux LIFE OF DR. JohN SON. 5 
is an infidel; that is to ſay, he has never thought upon the ſubject . 


notions which Mk to his mind.” JonxsoN. Why then, Sir, ſtill he is 
like a dog, that ſnatches the piece next him. Did you never obſerve that dogs 
have not the power of comparing ? A. dog will take a ſmall bit of meat as 
readily as a large, when both are before him. 

Buchanan (he 3 has fewer centos than any en Las poet. 


He- not only had great, knowledge of the Latin language, but was. a great 

” peetical. genius. Both the Scaligers praiſe him.” 

le again talked: of the paſſage in Congreve with high eien, and / Fu 1 
ſaid, « Shakſpeare never has fix lines together without a fault. Perhaps you ,g / 
may find ſeven: but this does not refute my general aſſertion. If I; come to v. A 
an orchard, and ſay there's no fruit here, and then comes a poring man, who 
three Pears, and tells me, Sir, you are miſtaken, I + & "kl 
| have found both apples and pears,” I ſhould laugh at him: what would that © / 

be to the purpoſe? 


Bos wl. ©. What do you think of Dr. Voung's Night Thoughts Sir?” 
JornsoN. << Why, Sir, there are very fine things in them.” BoswEI I. © Is there 
not leſs religion in the nation now, Sir, than there was formerly? Johxsox. 
« ]. don't know, Sir, that there is.“ BoswgLL. © For inſtance, there uſed to 
be a chaplain in every great family, which. we do not find now. Jonmsox. | 


Neither do you find many of the ſtate ſervants. which great families uſed 


formerly to have. There is a  hange of men in the whole department 


of life.“ ” 
Next day, October 20, he 8 for the only time · I ſuppoſe i in his life, 
as a witneſs in a Court of Juſtice, being called to give evidence to the 


character of Mr. Baretti, who. having ſtabbed a man in the ſtreet; was arraigned 


5 When Mr. Foote was at Edinburgh, he thought fit to-entertain-a-numerous Seoteh company 
with a great deal of coarſe, jocularity, at the expence of Dr, Johnſon, imagining. it would 
be acceptable. I felt this as not civil to me, but ſat very patiently till he had exhauſted his merri- 


ment on that ſubject; and then obſerved, that ſurely Johnſon muſt be allowed to haye ſome ſterling. 


wit, and that J had heard him ſay a very good thing of Mr. Foote himfelf. * Ah, my old friend 


Sam, (cried: Foote,) no man ſays better things: do let us have it.” Upon which I told the above 


ſtory, which produced a very loud laugh from the company. But-I-never-ſaw Foote ſo diſcon- 
certed. He looked grave and angry, and entered into a ſerious. refutation of the juſtice of the 


remarKk. What, Sir, (ſaid he,) talk thus of a man of liberal education; — a man who for years 


was at the Univerſity of Oxford -a man who has wad, water, nes characters to the Win 
- Crama of bie country . 
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at ; the Old Bailey for murder. Never did ſuch a conſtellation of genius 


enlighten the aweful Seſſions Houſe; Mr. Burke, Mr. Garrick, Mr. Beau- 
clerk, and Dr. Johnſon: and undoubtedly their favourable teſtimony had due 
weight with the Court and Jury. Johnſon gave his evidence in a ſlow, delibe- 
rate, and diſtinct manner, which was uncommonly impreſſive. It is well 
known that Mr. Baretti was acquitted. 


On the 26th of October, we dined together at the Mitre tavern. I found 


fault with Foote for indulging his talent of ridicule at the expence of his 
viſitors, which I colloquially termed making fools of his company. Jonnsow. 
c Why, Sir, when you go to ſee Foote, you do not go to ſee a faint: you 

go to ſee a man who will be entertained at your houſe, and then bring you 
on a publick ſtage ; who will entertain you at his houſe, for the very purpoſe 
of bringing you on a publick ſtage. Sir, he does not make fools of his 


company; they whom he bog ina are fools already: he only brings them | 


into action. 
Talking of trade, he obſerved, « Tt is a miſtaken notion that a vaſt deal of 


money is brought into a nation by trade. It is not ſo. Commodities come 


from commodities ; but trade produces no capital acceſſion of wealth. How- 
ever; though there ſhould be little profit in money, there is a conſiderable 


profit in pleaſure, as it gives to one nation the productions of another; as we 


have wines and fruits, and many other foreign articles, brought to us.” 
' BosweLL. © Yes, Sir, and there is a profit in pleaſure, by its furniſhing occu- 


pation to ſuch numbers of mankind.” Joanson. © Why, Sir, you cannot 


| call that pleaſure to which all are averſe, and which none begin but with the 


hope of leaving off; a thing which men diſlike before they have tried it, and 


when they have tried it.” BoswsLL. © But, Sir, the mind muſt be employed, 
and we grow Weary when idle.” Jonnson. © That is, Sir, becauſe, others 
being buſy, we want company ; but if we were all idle, there would be no 
growing yeary ; we ſhould all entertain one another. There is, indeed, this 
in trade :—it gives men an opportunity of improving their ſituation. If there 
were no trade, many who are poor would always remain poor. But no man 
loves labour for itſelf.” BOSw ELT. © Yes, Sir, I know a perſon who does. 


He is a very laborious Judge, and he loves the labour.“ Jonhxsov. „Sir, 


that is becauſe he loves reſpect and diſtinction. Could he have them without 

labour, he would like it leſs.” © He tells me he likes it for itſelf.” — 

Why, Sir, he fancies ſo, becauſe he is not accuſtomed to abſtract.” | 
We went home to his houſe to tea. Mrs. Williams made it with ſufficient 


xt, notwithſtanding her blindneſs, though her manner of fatisfying 
- 4 e herſelf 
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herſelf that the cups were full enough, was a little aukward: Aſne put her 
* finger down a certain way, till ſhe felt the tea touch it. In my y firſt elation 


324 
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= 1 | — 
13 at being allowed the privilege of attending Dr. Johnſon at his late viſits to 
= tis lady, which was like being 2 /ecretioribus confiliis, I willingly drank cup 
= after cup, as if it had been the Heliconian ſpring. But as the charm of 
novelty went off, I grew more faſtidious; 5 and beſides, J diſcover ed Te the. 


wuas of a peeviſh temper. 
FR kT There was a pretty large circle this evening: Dr. Jak was 1n 1 very FIN 


—_ | mumour, lively, and ready to talk upon all ſubjects. Mr. F erguſſon, the ſelf 
—_—_  __ ___ taught philoſopher, told him of a new-invented machine which went without 
horſes :: a man who fat in it turned a handle, which worked a ſpring that drove 
: it forward. < Then, Sir, (ſaid Johnſon,) what is gained is, the man has his 
; 1 5 choice whether he will move himſelf: alone, or himſelf and the machine too.” 
Dominicetti being mentioned, he would not allow him any merit. There 
is nothing in all this boaſted ſyſtem. No, Sir; medicated baths' can be no 
better than warm water: their only effect can be that of. tepid moiſture.” 
One of the company took the other ſide, maintaining that medicines of 
various ſorts, and ſome too of moſt powerful effect, are introduced into the 
=. wmuman frame by the medium of the pores ; and, therefore, when warm water 
= - „%%% en, is impregnated with ſalutiferous ſubſtances, it may produce great effects as a 
3 | bath. This appeared ta me very ſatisfactory. y Johnſon did not anſwer it; 
but talking for victory, and determined to be maſter of the field, he had 
recourſe to the device which Goldſmith imputed to him in the witty words of 
one of Cibber's comedies: © There is no arguing with Johnſon ; -for when his 
piſtol miſſes fire, he knocks you down with the butt end of it.” He turned 
to the gentleman, Well, Sir, go to Dominicetti, and get thyſelf fumigated ; 
but be ſure that the ſteam be directed to thy head, for that is the peccant part.. 
This produced a triumphant roar of laughter from the motley aſſembly of Ju! 
philoſophers, printers, and dependents, male and female. Kela : 
I know not how ſo whimſical a thought came into my mind, but I afked, © If, 
a Sir, you were ſhut up in a caſtle, and a new-born child with you, what would 
you do ** Jornsox. „Why, Sir, I ſhould. not much like my company.” 
BosSWELL. © But would you take the trouble of rearing it?” He ſeemed, as 
may well be ſuppoſed, unwilling to purſue the ſubje& ; but upon my perſe- 
| vering in my queſtion, replied, « Why yes, Sir, I would; but I muſt have 
_—_ Rs all conveniencies. . If I had no garden, I would make a ſhed on the roof, and 
# ; ö 1 1 8 A take it there for freſh air. I ſhould feed it, and waſh it much, and with warm 
18 N water to pleaſe it, not with cold water to give it pain.” Bo$WELL. © But 


1 
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Skt, does not heat relax? Jouxsow. “ Sir, you are not to imagine the 


method of treating children does no good. T'll take you five children from 
London, who ſhall cuff five Highland Gaiden. Sir, a man bred in London 
will carry a burthen, or run, or wreſtle, as well as a man brought up in the 
3 hardieſt manner in the e BosWELL. © Good living, I ſuppoſe, makes 
the Londoners ſtrong.”  Joynson. © Why, Sir, I don't know that it does. 
Our chairmen. from I reland, who are as ſtrong men as any, have been brought 
up upon potatoes. Quantity makes up for quality.” BoswzLL. « Would 
you teach this child that I have furniſhed you with, any thing?” Jonxsox. 
cc No, I ſhould not be apt to teach it.” BoswELI. Would not you have a 


| 5 pleaſure 3 in 1 it?“ | Jotinsov. « No, Sir, I ſhould u0t have a pleaſure 


in teaching it.“ Bos wl. L. « Have. you not a pleaſure i in teaching men ?— 


S T here I have you... You have. the ſame pleaſure in teaching men, that I ſhould 


haye in teaching children.“ Jokxsov. * Why, ſomething about that.” 
 BoswzLL. © Do you think, Sir, that what is called natural affection is born 
With us? It ſeems to me to be the effect of habit, or of gratitude for kind- 
neſs. No child has! it for a parent wWhomi i it has not ſeen.“ | JonnsoN. © Why, 
Sir, I think there is an inſtinctire natural affection in en towards their 


| children,” 25 . 


KRuſſia being mentioned as | Ekely't to become a Ba empire, the rapid 
. 3 54 of population Jonxsoxv. Why, Sir, I ſee no proſpect of their 
propagating more. They can have no more children than they can get. I 
know of no way to make them breed more than they do. It is not from rea- 
ſon and prudence that people marry, but from inclination. A man is poor; 
he thinks, © I cannot be worſe, and fo I'll een take Peggy.” Boswerr. © But 

have not nations been more populous at one period than another? Jokxsox. 
« Yes, Sir; but that has been owing to the people being leſs thinned at one 


period than another, whether by emigrations, war, or peſtilence, not by their | 


being more or leſs prolifick. Births at all times bear the ſame proportion to 
the ſame number of people.” BoSwELL. © But, to conſider the ſtate of our 
own country ;—does not throwing a number of farms into one hand hurt 
| Population?” Jos N. Why no, Sir; the ſame quantity of food being 
produced, will be conſumed by the ſame number of mouths, though the 
people may be diſpoſed of in different ways. We ſee, if corn be dear, 


and butchers' meat cheap, the farmers all apply themſelves to the raiſing of 


-corn, till it becomes plentiful and cheap, and then butchers meat becomes 
dear; fo that an equality is always preſerved. No, Sir, let fanciful men do as 


they 


1769. 
Water is ta be yery hot. I would not coddle the child. No, Sir, the hardy Ee. bo. 
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1969. they will, depend upon it, it is difficult to diſturb the ſyſtem of life.” Boswrr f. 
Fg « But, Sir, is it not a very bad thing for landlords to oppreſs their tenants, by 
raiſing their rents?” Jornson. © Very bad. But, Sir, it never can have 
any general influence ; it may diſtreſs ſome individuals. For conſider this: 
landlords cannot do without tenants. Now tenants will not give more for land 


T than land is worth. If they can make more of their money by keeping a 
ſhop, or any other way, they'll do it, and fo oblige landlords to let land come 


back to a reaſonable rent, in order that they may get tenants. Land, in 
England, is an article of commerce. A tenant who pays: his landlord his 
rent, thinks himſelf no more obliged to him than you think yourſelf obliged 
to a man in whoſe ſhop you buy a piece of goods. He knows the landlord 
does not let him have his land for leſs than he can get from others, in the 
fame manner as the ſhopkeeper ſells his goods. No ſhopkeeper ſells a yard 
of ribband for ſix-pence, when ſeven-pence is the current price.” BoswzLL.. 
cc But, Sir, is it not better that tenants ſhould be dependent on landlords ?” 
Jonnson. © Why, Sir, as there are many more tenants than landlords, per- 
| | haps, ſtritly ſpeaking, we ſhould wiſh not. But if you pleaſe you may let 
: your lands On. and fo get the value, part in money and part in homage. 

I ſhould agree with you in that.“ BosweLL. So, Sir, you laugh at ſchemes 

of political improvement. Jonxsox. “ Why, Sir, moſt ſchemes of political 

improvement are very laughable things. 

He obſerved, © Providence has wiſely ordered that the more numerous 
men are, che core nnn it is for them to agree in any thing, and fo they ; 
are governed. There is no doubt, that if the poor ſhould reaſon, * We'll 

be the poor no longer, we'll make the rich take their turn, they could eafily 

do it, were it not that they can't agree. So the common foldiers, though 
ſo much more numerous than their officers,” are governed by m for the 
| ſame reaſon,” - 
He ſaid, & Mankind have a f . to the WITS to which 
they have been accuſtomed. You os the inhabitants of Norway lo not with 
DEC 4 one conſent quit it, and go to ſome part of America, where there is a mild 
Vs b Climate, and where they may have the ſame produce from land, with the tenth 
Fo 3 part of the labour. No, Sir; their affection for their old dwellings, and the 
5 tots = terrour of a general change, keep them at home. Thus, we ſee many of 
m_ 742 p44 r thinly inhabited, ad mary ruled Fats well 


119 


GJ The Langdon Chroniele, which was the only newſpaper he conſtantly took 
Pl, | in, —— the office of reading it aloud was affigned to me. I was 


4 : diverted 
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diverted by his i impatience. He made me paſs over ſo many parts of it, that 1569. 
my taſk was very eaſy. He would not ſuffer one of the petitions to the King 1 A FE 
about the Middleſex election to be read. D Ui Lace boo pony e e, notnn) 1 
1 had hired a Bohemian as my ſervant while I remained in London, and , 447 
being much pleaſed with him, I aſked Dr. Johnſon whether his being a Roman . A 
Catholick ſhould prevent my taking him with me to Scotland. Jornsov. 
e Why no, Sir. If be has no objection, you can have none.” Boswzrr. 
ce 80, Sir, you are no great enemy to the Roman Catholick religion.“ 


— — 
23398 


| Jornson. ee No more, Sir, than to the Preſbyterian religion.” Boswerr. / 1 „ 
« You are joking.” Jounson. © No, Sir, I really think ſo. Nay, Sir, C 5 
of the two, I prefer the Popiſh.” BOSw RLE. « How fo, Sir?” Jonnson. . bY 
Why, Sir, the Preſbyterians have no church, no apoſtolical ordination.”  * ' 
-"BoswaLL. © And do you think that abſolutely eſſential, Sir?” Johvsow. { 1 7 . 2 
„ Why, Sir, as it was an apoſtolical inſtitution, I think it is dangerous to be [he / 1 . 10 
"without it. And, Sir, the Prefbyterians have no publick worſhip: they ' „„ at v _ 
have no form of prayer in which they know they are to join. They go to p 4 - 
hear a man pray,. and are to judge whether they will join with him.” BOW.II. . 
But, Sir, their doctrine is the ſame with that of the Church of England. - 2. | 
Their confeſſion of faith, and the thirty-nine articles, contain the ſame — . i HE 
even the doctrine of predeſtination.” JonNSON. Why yes, Sir; predeſti- \ rl AH — 
< nation was a part of the clamour of the times, fo it is mentioned in ur 
articles, but with as little poſitiveneſs as could be.” Boswxl E. © Is it neceſ. 22 5 
lary, Sir, to believe all the thirty-nine articles? JohxsoN. Why, Sir, | 1 
that is a queſtion which has been much agitated. Some have thought it e / 
neceffary that they ſhould all be believed ; others have conſidered them to be . 
only articles of peace, that is to ſay, you are not to preach againſt —  / 
BoswzLL. It appears to me, Sir, that predeſtination, or what is equivalent ö 2 . 
to it, cannot be avoided, if we hold an univerſal preſence in the Deity.” „ 
Jonhxsov. * Why, Sir, does not Gop every day ſee things going on without 2 
preventing them? BoswEL I.“ True, Sir; but if a thing be certainly fore- - 


ſeen, it muſt be fixed, and cannot happen otherwiſe ; and if we apply this 
conſideration to the human mind, there is no free will, nor do I ſee how 
prayer can be of any avail.” He mentioned Dr. Clarke, and Biſhop Bram- 
hall on Liberty and Neceſſity, and bid me read South's ſermons on Prayer; 
but avoided” the queſtion which has excruciated philoſophers: and divines, 
beyond any other. I did not preſs it further, when I perceived that he was 
diſpleaſed; and ſhrunk from any abridgement of an attribute uſually aſcribed 
to the Divinity; however irreconcileable in its full extent with the grand yo 
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1769. of * government. His ſuppoſed orthodoxy here cramped the vigorous 
1 Powers of his underſtanding. He was confined by a chain which early in 3 


. I nation and long habit made him thi maſſy and ſtrong, but which, — he 
| ventured to t - could at once have inapt aſundex,.q7+**  - 8 
. 1 . proceeded: What do you | think, Sir, of +." HO as believed by the 
1 Ah. 5 Roman ks ?” JoRNSON. Why, Sir, it is a very harmleſs doctrine. 
= ＋ e, They are of opinion that the generality of mankind are neither ſo obſtinately 


„ 
55 


n - - 


= +», 7 # 

4 e Hoe wicked as to deſerve everlaſting puniſhment, nor ſo good as to merit being 
( F Sat . * admitted into the ſociety of bleſſed ſpirits; and therefore that Gon is gra- 
1 4 PM — e ciouſly pleaſed to allow of a middle ſtate, where they may be purified by 


1 . ar" — — certain degrees of ſuffering. You ſee, Sir, there is nothing unreaſonable in 
| 1 9 this.” BoswEL L. But then, Sir, their maſſes for the dead?” Jonxsox. 
Cc Why, Sir, if it be once eſtabliſhed that there are ſouls in purgatory, it is 
i: 15 as proper to pray for them, as for our brethren of mankind who are yet in 
= er this life.” BoswzLL. © The idolatry of the Maſs ?”—Jonnson. * Sir, there is 
22 be” ut, gc, no idolatry in the Maß. They believe Gop to be there, and they adorg him,” 
. 1 77 = BoswELL. © The worſhip of Saints ?” —)JoHNSON: © Sir, they do not” worſhip 
EE” for 7 . . e. ? Mints; they invoke them; they only aſk their prayers. I am. talking all this 
fe Z time of the doctrines of the church of Rome. I grant you that in practicct, 
rat ( N Purgatory is made a lucrative impoſition, and that the people do become 
: ar? idolatrous as cer recom mmend themſelves to the rutclary protection of par- 


| * Bi oe ; AN: a ) becauſe it is 3 to ho prac. inflicution of Cuxlsr, and 1 wonder bow 
Got coal 95 rot 2 the Council of Trent admitted it.“ BoswzLL. © Confeſſion?” —JohNS v. 
4-41 © © Why, I don't know but that is a good thing. The ſcripture ſays, © Confes 
Lu, your faults one to another; and the prieſts confeſs as well as the laity. Then $ 
N it muſt be conſidered that their abſolution is only upon repentance, and often | K 
22 3 upon penance alſo. You think your ſins may be forgiven. WIR: guns 
MA upon repentance alone.” — 
BH 499 et” I thus ventured to mention all the common et 9880 ts Roman 
=. _— oP ot 2 * 2 Church, that I might hear ſo great a man upon them. What he 
= T- id 1s here accurately recorded. But it is not protec that if one had taksn , w 
the other ſide, he might have reaſoned differently.. . e Le 7 a 
—_ I muſt however mention, that he had a reſpect for © the old religion,” a as the” 4 
1 55 mild Melancthon called that of the Roman Catholick Church, even while he 
_ 5 | 'was exerting himſelf for its reformation in ſome particulars. ' Sir William * 
Scott informs me, that he heard Johnſon ſay, © A man who- is convafted 
from Proteſtantiſm to Popery, may be ſincere : he parts with nothing: he is 
only 3 to what he already had. But a convert from Popery to | 
3 Proteſtantiſm A, 
4. 


446 . 


— 
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Proteſtantiſm, gives up ſo much of what he has held as ſacred as any thing 1769: 
that he retains; there is ſo much laceration of mind in ſuch a converſion, that it N 
can hardly be ſincere and laſting. The truth of this reflection may be con- 
firmed by many 7 eminent OY ſome of which will occur to. moſt of Specs © 
my readers. 

When we were Figs I Hades the ſubj ect of death pet; RY Tn 
to maintain that the fear of it might be got over. I told him that David 
Hume faid, he was no more uneaſy to think he ſhould xo be after this life, 

than that he had not been before he began to exiſt. JohNsON. © Sir, if he 
really thinks ſo, his perceptions are diſturbed ; he is mad: if he does not 
think ſo, he lies. He may tell you, he holds his finger in the flame of a candle, 
without feeling pain; would you believe him? When he dies, he at leaſt 
gives up all he has.” BosWELL. © Foote, Sir, told me, that when he was 

very ill he was not afraid to die.” Jonnson. © It is not true, Sir. Hold a 
piſtol to Foote's breaſt, or to Hume's breaſt, and threaten to kill them, and 
you'll ſee how they behave.” X BosWELL. © But may we not fortify our minds 
for. the approach of death? Here I am ſenſible I was in the wrong, to bring 
before his view what he ever looked upon with horrour; for although when in 
a celeſtial frame, in his Vanity of human Wiſhes,” he has ſuppoſed death 
to be © kind Nature's ſignal for retreat,” from this ſtate of being to © a hap- 
pier ſeat,” his thoughts upon this aweful change were in gener ral full of diſmal 

apprehenſions. His mind reſembled the vaſt amphitheatre, the Coliſeum 
at Rome. In the centre ſtood his judgement, which, like a mighty gladiator, 

5 combated thoſe apprehenſions that, like the wild beaſts of the Arena, were all 
Min in cells, ready to be let out upon him. After a conflict, he drives 

3 them back into their dens; but not killing them, they were ſtill aſſalling him. 

To my queſtion, whether we might not fortify our minds for the approach of 

death, he anſwered, in a paſſion, © No, Sir, let it alone. It matters not how 

a man dies, out how he lives. The act of dying is not of importance, it laſts 

ſo ſhort a time.” He added, (with an earneſt look,) « & man knows it muſt 
| be ſo, and ſubmits. . It will do him no good to whine.” 

I attempted to continue the converſation, He was fo provoked, that he 

ſaid, « Give us no more of this ;”” and was thrown into ſuch a ſtate of agita- 

tion, that he expreſſed himſelf in a way that alarmed and diſtreſſed me; ſhewed 

an impatience that I ſhould leave him, and when I was going away, called to 


5 me ſternly, Don't let us meet to-morrow.” 
I went home exceedingly uneaſy. All the harſh obſervations which I had 


e ever heard made = his character, crowded into my mind; and I ſeemed 
Uu to 
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ws w myſelf like the man who had put his head into the lions mouth & great 


3 7 o. many times with perfect ſafety, but at laſt had it bit off. +++ . 1 


« Yes, Sir.“ I was going to leave him, and had gt as far as the ſtair-caſe.. 
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Next morning J ſent him a note, ſtating, that I might have been in the 
wrong, but it was not intentionally he was therefore, I could not help think- 
ing, too ſevere upon me. That notwithſtanding our agreement not to meet 
that day, I would call on him in my way to the city, and ſtay five minutes 
by my watch. Vou are, (ſaid J,) in my mind, fince laſt night, ſurrounded 
with cloud and ſtorm. Let me have a glimpſe of FRET and go . 
my affairs in ſerenity and cheerfulneſs—.. 

Upon entering his ſtudy, I was glad that ke was not alone; which would 


have made our meeting more aukward. There were with him, Mr. Steevens 


and Mr. Tyers, both of whom I now ſaw for the firſt time.. My note had, 
on his own reflection, ſoftened him, for he received me very complacently ; 


ſo chat I unexpectedly found myſelf at eaſe, and joined in the converſation. 


He faid, the criticks had done too much honour to Sir Richard Blackmore, 
by writing ſo much againſt him. That in his & Creation” he had. been helped 


by various wits, a line by Philips and a line by Tickell ; fo that by theiraid, and 


that of others, the poem had been made out. 1 defended Blackmore's lines, 


which have been ridiculed. as abſolute nonſenſe :. 2 


* A painted veſt Prince 13 9 had = 
Which from a naked Piet his grandfire won.“ 


1 maintained it to be a poetical conceit. A Pit being painteck if he is ain: 

in battle, and a veſt is made of his ſkin, it is a painted. veſt won from 

though he was naked. //-: Ge 92 e 4 
Johnſon ſpoke unfavourably of a certain: pretty voluminous authour,, ſaying, 4 A 

« He uſed to write anonymous books, and then other books commending / 


thoſe books, in. which there was ſomething of raſcality.” e / 


1 whiſpered him, . Well, Sir, you are now in good. humour.“ 3 4 | 
He ſtopped me, and ſmiling, ſaid, *. Get you gone, in a curious mode of A 15 
inviting me to ſtay, which I accordingly did for ſome time longer. F 
This little incidental quarrel and reconciliation, which, perhaps, I may be 
thou ght to have detailed too minutely, muſt be eſteemed as one of many. 


} tf 


| Proofs which his friends had, that though he might be charged.with bad humour 


at times, he was always a good-natured man; and, I have heard. Sir * 


Reynolds, . a nice and delicate obſerver of — ee remark, that 
4. . 8 when 


6 F La * 
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when upon any occaſion: Johnſon had been rough to any perſon in company, 1769. 
he took the firſt opportunity of reconciliation, by drinking to him or addreſſ- mad gen 
ing his diſcourſe to him; but if he found his dignified indirect overtures & -, 38 Wi 
ſullenly neglected, he was quite indifferent, and 3 himſelf as having 3 22 4 
done all that he ought to do, and the other as now in the wrong. & * 2 „ 2 6 r 

Being to ſet out for Scotland on the roth of November, I wrote to him at 


8 8 pods 
2 "4 <A 
6 


— 
Streatham, begging that he would meet me in town on the gth ; but if this 2 . . 
ſhould be very inconvenient to * I would go thither. His _ was as Ae e. 
follows: | | 6 
| | | | | | | * : 5 6 


To JauESs BoSw ILL, Bf. 
cc 2 EAR SIR, 
„ UPON balancing the inconveniencies of both parties, 1 find it 
will leſ incommode you to ſpend your night here, than me to come to town. 4 
1 wiſh to fee you, and am ordered by the lady of this houſe to invite you * 
hither. Whether you can come or not, I ſhall not have any occaſion og 
writing to you again before your marriage, and therefore tell you now, that 
with _ CHEE I wiſh you happineſs. I am, dear Sir, 
1 17 Your moſt affectionate humble ſervant, 


% Nov. 9, 76. e e San. Jonnson,” 


1 was detained in town till it was too late on the gth, ſo went to him 
early in the morning of the tenth of October. Now (ſaid he, ) that you 
are going to marry, do not expect more from life, than life will afford. You 
may often find yourſelf out of humour, and.you may often think your wite 
not ſtudious enough to pleaſe you ; and yet you may have reaſon to conſider 
yourſelf as upon the whole very wr married.” N 5 

Talking of marriage in general, he obſerved, Our marriage ſervice is f 5 TY 
too refined. It is calculated only for the beſt kind of marriages; whereas, tort ny” of 
we ſhould have a form for matches of convenience, of which there are many.” 
He agreed with me that there was no abſolute neceſſity for having the mar- 
riage ceremony performed by a regular clergyman, for this was not commanded 
in ſcripture, 

1 was volatile enough to repeat to him a litle epigrammatick | ſong of mine, 
on matrimony, which Mr. Garrick had a few days before procured to be tet 
to muſick. 


n A 1 
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1769. 65 16 en 0 
2 wo A MATRIMONIAL Trouonr. 65 
5 * I the blicke days of hodey- üb 
1 With Kate's allurements ſmitten,  , „ / 
1 11 . | 1 lov'd her late, I loy'd her ſoon, | 2 C. 2 
r And call d her deareſt kitten. „ 
Ws | „ But nowy my Kitten's 8 grown a cat, . 
* | And croſs like other wives, 
r * 1 Ol by my ſoul, my honeſt Mat, 
6 ̃ 85 I fear ſhe has nine lives. 
3 8 We” My illuſtrious Glen ſaid, * It is very well, Sir; but you ſhould not ere 
1 : Upon which I altered O! by my ſoul,” to. < alas, alas . 
o He was ſo good as to accompany me to London, and re me into 1 . 
1 4 8 cChaiſe which was to carry me on my road to Scotland. And ſure I am, that 
W inconſiderable many of the particulars recorded at this time may 
_ . 45 1 appear to ſome, they will be eſteemed by the beſt part « of my readers as genuine 
5 4 „„ traits of his character, contributing, together t to Ave a full, "wy and diſtinct 


„ view of it. R 
2770. In 1770 he publiſked a political pamphlet, entitled © The F alſe 354 2 
intended to juſtify the conduct of miniſtry and their majority in the Houſe 
of Commons, for having virtually aſſumed it as an axiom, that the expulſion 
of a Member of Parliament was equivalent to excluſion, and thus having 
declared Colonel Lutterel to be duly elected for the county of Middleſex, 
notwithſtanding Mr. Wilkes had a great majority of votes. This being juſtly 
', confidered as a groſs violation of the right of election, an alarm for the conſti- 
tution extended itſelf all over the kingdom. To prove this alarm to be falſe, 
was the purpoſe of Johnſon's pamphlet; but even his vaſt powers were 
inadequate to cope with conſtitutional truth and reaſon, and his argument 
failed of effect; and the Houſe of Commons have ſince expunged the offen- 
five reſolution from their Journals. That the Houſe of Commons might 
| have expelled Mr. Wilkes repeatedly, and as often as he ſhould be re-choſen, 
as not denied; but incapacitation cannot be but by an act of the whole 
bee It was wonderful to ſee how a prejudice in favour of government 


in en. and an averſion to popular clamour, _ blind and contract 
f > ack 


* 
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wy an underſtanding as Johnſon's, in this particular caſe; yet the wit, the 1770. 

ſarcaſm, the eloquent vivacity which this pamphlet diſplayed, made it be . 5 

read with great avidity at the time, and it will ever be read with pleaſure, for - 

the fake of its compoſition. That it endeavoured to infuſe a narcotick 
indifference, as to. publick concerns, into the minds of the people, and my . 
that it broke out ſometimes into an extreme coarſeneſs of contemptuous 
abuſe, is but too evident. 

It muſt not, however, be omitted, thi when the ſtorm of his violence ſub- 
fades, he takes a. fair opportunity to pay a grateful compliment to the King, 
who had rewarded his merit: © Theſe low-born rulers have endeavoured, 
ſurely without effect, to alienate the affections of the people from the only King 
who for almoſt a century has much appeared to deſire, or much endeavoured 
to. deſerve them.” And, © Every honeſt man muſt lament, that the faction 
has been regarded with-frigid neutrality by the Tories, who being long accuſ- 
'tomed- to ſignaliſe their principles by oppoſition to the Court, do not yet con- 

ſider, that they have at laſt a King who knows not the name of oro 
who wiſhes to be the common father of all his people.” 
- To this pamphlet, which was at once diſcovered to be Jemen s, ſeveral 
anſwers came out, in which, care was taken to remind the publick of his 
former attacks upon government, and of his now being a penſioner, without 4 
allowing for the honourable terms upon which Johnſon's penſion was granted 
and accepted, or the change of ſyſtem which the Britiſh court had undergone 
upon the acceſſion of his preſent Majeſty. He was, however, ſoothed in the 
higheſt ſtrain of panegyrick, in a poem called « The Remonſtrance,” by the 
Reverend Mr. Stockdale, to whom he was, upon many occaſions, a kind 
e pk 
The following. admirable minute made by hi him, deſcribes ſo well his on 
Nate. and that of numbers to whom ſelf-examination 1 18 habitual, that] cannot 
omit it; | 
June 1, 1770. 3 man naturally perſuades himſelf that he can 1 5 
his reſolutions, nor is he convinced of his imbecillity but by length of time 
and frequency of experiment. This opinion of our own conſtancy is ſo preva- 
lent, that we always deſpiſe him who ſuffers his general and ſettled purpoſe to be 
overpowered by an occaſional deſire. They, therefore, whom frequent failures 
have made deſperate, ceaſe to form reſolutions; and they who are become 
cunning, do not tell them. Thoſe who do not make them are very few, but 


1 their effect little is eren for ſcarcely any man perſiſts in a courſe of 
life 


oY 


334 


1770. life planned by choice, but as he is reſtrained from deviation by forme exter- 
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: yo © ol nal power. He who may live as he will, ſeldom lives * in the obſervation 


6 * 


of his own rules”. 
Of this year I have obtained the following 2 i 


25 the Reverend Dr. Fa R MER. comb 


« SIR, , 
« AS no man ought to | lip Aale to kienſelf any poſſeſſion that 


| may be uſeful to the publick, I hope you will not think me unreaſonably 


intruſive, if I have recourſe to you for fuch information as you are more able 


to give me than any other man. 


« In ſupport of an opinion which you have already due above . Re" 
of any more ſupport, Mr. Steevens, a very ingenious gentleman, lately of 
King's College, has collected an account of all the tranſlations which Shak- 
ſpeare might have ſeen and uſed. He wiſhes his catalogue to be perfect, and 
therefore intreats that you will favour him by the inſertion of ſuch additions 
as the accuracy of your inquiries has enabled you to make. 2 e pe 


I take the liberty of adding my own ſolicitation. 


« We have no immediate uſe for this catalogue, and thavefore 40 mat deſire 


that it ſhould interrupt or hinder your more important b onoapns But i it 


will be kind to let us ab Grd receive it. 
cc Johnſon' ebert, Fleet-ſireet, | SAM. J OHNS oN.“ 
March 21, 17/0. FFT 


2 the Reverend Mr. Tromas Warren. 


1 Dran S12, . 


« THE readineſs with which you were pleaſed to promiſe me ſome 
notes on Shakſpeare, was a new inſtance of your friendſhip. I ſhall not hurry 
you; but am deſired by Mr. Steevens, who helps me in this edition, to let 


you know, that we ſhall print the tragedies firft, and ſhall therefore want firſt 


the notes which belong to them. We think not to incommode the readers 
with a ſupplement ; 5 223 therefore, we” we cannot 2 ng into its proper place, 


© Prayers and Meditations, p- 95+ 


will 
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will do us no good. We ſhall not begin to print before the end of ſix weeks, 1770. 
| — 

* not ſo ſon. > ge 
| | | | « J am, &c. C . | 
ws London, Jv 23 * N SA u. JounsoNn.” 


/ 


SLRS | the Reverend Dr. Joszyn Wazron, 
cc 15 Ti. 


IA reviſing my edition of Shakſpeare, and remember that I 
formerly miſrepreſented your opinion of Lear. Be pleaſed to write the para- 
graph as you would have it, and ſend it. If you have any remarks of your 
N that or any other play, I fhall gladly receive them. 

Make my compliments to Mrs. Warton. I ſometimes think of wander- 
ng Mer a few 3 to Wincheſter, but am apt to delay. I am, Sir, | 
« Your moſt humble ſervant, 


25 Mr. pile 18 BARBER, , at Mee. Cra PP's, Bibop-Striford, he dire 


&« DEAR Francis, 


1.4: b l vary mninch blame 
myſelf for having neglected you fo long, if I did not impute that and many 

other failings to want of health. I hope not to be ſo long ſilent again. I am 

very well fatisfied with your progreſs, if you can really perform the exerciſes 
which you are fet; and I hope Mr. Ellis does not ſuffer you to impoſe on 
him, or on yourſelf. 

& Make my compliments to Mr. Ellis, and to Mrs. Clapp, an Mr 

Smith, 5 

Let me know what Engliſh books you readk for your entertainment. You f 

can never be wiſe unleſs you love reading. ha gti f en header wg * 


Do not imagine that I ſhall forget or forſake you; for if, when 1 abe, 
examine you, I find that you have not loſt your time, you: ſhall want no . 
Hees from , ee 

* doi affectionately, | a Em 


* 3 Sept 25, 1770, 5 ä enten 


To 


4 
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3 
5 5 "I 
4 + * * ' * 
F : - ; 1 
"_ - , F © 


Db the ſome. 


« Drar FRANCIS, 3 by 
HOPE you mind your -bulinels. I deſign you mall ſtay with Mrs. 
Clapp theſe holidays. If you are invited out you may go, if Mr. Ellis gives 
leave. 1 have ordered. you ſome cloaths, which you will receive, I believe, 
next week. My compliments to Mrs. Clapp and to Mr. AI and Mr. 


Smithy pope Is am 


” - 1 
* Nen 1 1 , 


TS . © Your affeftionate | e 
+ December 7, 9625 yy FFF Sau. Jensen. 
Fs | 123 | "OY 6 een, 
During this year: 1 was a total bdteibe: of all eee between 
Dr. Johnſon and me, without any coldneſs on either fide, but merely from 
procraſtination, continued from day to day; and as I was not in London, T had 


no opportunity of enjoying his company and recording his converſation. To 


ſupply this. blank, I ſhall preſent my readers with ſome Collectanea, obligingly 


furniſhed to me by the Reverend Dr, Maxwell, of Falkland, in Ireland, ſome 


time aſſiſtant preacher at the Temple, and for many years the ſocial friend of 
0 ohnſon, who ſpoke of him with a very kind Deal 1 


PF I _ — 


cc My acquaintance with that opnd and a As commenced 


in the year 1754. I was introduced to him by Mr. Grierſonꝰ, his Majeſty's 


printer at Dublin, a gentleman of uncommon learning, and great wit and 


vivacity. Mr. Grierſon died in Germany, at the age of twenty-ſeven. © Dr. 


. Johnſon highly reſpected his abilities, and often obſerved, that he poſſeſſed 


emen in a ſhoul 


more extenſive knowledge than any man of his years he had ever known. 


 His'induſtry was equal to his talents; and he particularly excelled in every 


ſpecies of philological learning, and was, hed the beſt enitick of the age 
he lived in. 

« 1 muſt always Wender with ee my Ae to Mr: Genn, 
for the honour and happineſs, of Dr. Johnſon's acquaintance and friendſhip, 
which continued uninterrupted and undiminiſhed to his death : a neee 
that was at once the Pride and happineſs of my life. 5 


« What pity it is, that ſo much wit and good ſenſe as rhe 3 
id; periſh unrecorded ! F ew perſons quitted his 


7 Son of the learned Mes, Grierſon, who v was LEES by the late Lord dnn and was 
che editor of ſeveral of the claſſicks, 


company 
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company without perceiving themſelves wiſer and better than they were 


his auditors; and upon lighter topicks, you might have ſuppoſed—Mbano 


muſas de monte locutas. 
c Though I can hope to add but liede to the celebrity of ſo exalted a cha- 


rafter, by any communications I can furniſh, yet out of pure reſpect to his 


memory, I will venture to tranſmit to you ſome anecdotes concerning him, 
which fell under my dwn obſervation. The very minutie of ſuch a character 


muſt be intereſting, and may be compared to the filings of diamonds. ® 
In politicks he was deem TI Pur PEN WHO Tn the 


obnoxious or party ſenſe of the term; for while he aſſerted the legal and ſalu- 
tary prerogatives of the crown, he no leſs reſpected the conſtitutional liberties 


of the people. Whiggiſm, at the time of the Revolution, he ſaid, was accom- 


panied with certain principles; but latterly, as a mere party diſtinction under 
| Walpole and the Pelhams, was no better than the n of e 
and the religion of infidels. 

« He deteſted the idea of governing by parliamentary corruption, and 
aſſerted moſt ſtrenuouſly, that a prince ſteadily and conſpicuouſly purſuing 
the intereſts of his people, could not fail of parliamentary concurrence. A 
prince of ability, he contended, might and ſhould be the directing foul and 
ſpirit of his own adminiſtration ; in ſhort, his own miniſter, and not the mere 
head of a party: and then, and not till then, would the royal __ be 
ſincerely reſpe&ted. 

e Johnſon ſeemed to think, that a certain degree of crown influence over the 
Houſes of Parliament, (not meaning a corrupt and ſhameful dependence,) 
vas very falutary, nay even neceſſary, in our mixed government. For, 
(ſaid he,) if the members were under no crown influence, and diſqualified 
from receiving any gratification from Court, and reſembled, as they poſſibly 
might, Pym and Haſlerig, and other ſtubborn and ſturdy members of the 
long Parliament, the wheels of government would be totally obſtructed. Such 


men would oppoſe, merely to ſhew their power, from envy, jealouſy, and 


perverſity of diſpoſition ; and not gaining themſelves, would hate and oppoſe 
all who did : not loving the perſon of the prince, and conceiving they owed 


him little gratitude, from the mere ſpirit of inſolence and congradiction, they 


would oppoſe and thwart him upon all occaſions.” 
« The inſeparable imperfection annexed to all human governments, conſiſted, 
he ſaid, in not being able to create a ſufficient fund of virtue and principle 


to — the laws into due and effectual execution. Wiſdom might plan, but 
XX | virtue 
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before. On ſerious ſubjects he flaſhed the moſt intereſting conviction upon 8 N. 
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1770. virtue alone could execute. And where could ſufficient virtue be found? 
Eta 61. A variety of delegated, and often diſcretionary powers mult be entruſted ſome- 
where; which, if not governed by integrity and conſcience, would neceſ- 
farily be abuſed, till at laſt the conſtable would ſell his for a ſhilling. | 
« This excellent perſon was ſametimes charged with abetting flaviſh and 
arbitrary principles of government. Nothing in my opinion could be a groſſer 
calumny and miſrepreſentation ; for how can it be rationally ſuppoſed, that he 
| ſhould adopt ſuch pernicious and abſurd opinions, who ſupported his philo- 
ſophical character with ſo much dignity, was extremely jealous T his perſonal 
| liberty and independence, and could not brook the ſmalleſt a rance of 
neglect or inſult, even from the higheſt perſonages ? hug ſl 7 tha a 2 A 
ee But let us view him in ſome inſtances of more familiar life. Su. mg 
« His general mode of life, during my acquaintance, ſeemed to by pretty **< 
uniform. About twelve o'clock I commonly viſited him, and fre uently 4 1 
found him in bed, or declaiming over his tea, which he drank very Say, 

e generally had a levee of morning viſitors, chiefly men of letters; Hawkſ- 
worth, Goldſmith, Murphy, Langton, Steevens, Beauclerk, &c. &c. and 
ſometimes learned ladies, particularly I remember a French lady of wit and 
faſhion doing him the honour of a viſit. He ſeemed to me to be conſidered 
as a kind of publick oracle, whom every body thought they had a right to 
viſit and conſult; and doubtleſs they were well rewarded. I never could diſ- 
cover how he found time for his compoſitions. He declaimed all the morning, 
then went to dinner at a tavern, where he commonly ftaid late, and then drank 
his tea at ſome friend's houſe, over which he loitered a great while, but ſeldom 
took fupper. I fancy he muſt have read and wrote chiefly in the night, for ! 
can ſcarely recollect that he ever refuſed going with me to a tavern, and he 
often went to Ranelagh, which he deemed a place of innocent recreation. 
He frequently gave all the ſilver in his ocket to the poor, who watched 
— him, between Hs e d 


| erf where he dined. He walked the 
4 ftreets at all hours, and faid he was never robbed, for the rogues knew he had 
little money, nor had the appearance of having much. 
“Though the moſt acceſſible and communicative man alive, yet when he 
ſuſpected he was invited to be exhibited, he conftantly ſpurned the invitation. 
« Two young women from Staffordſhire viſited him when I was preſent, 
to conſult him on the ſubject of Methodiſm, to which diey were inclined. 
Come, (faid he,) you pretty fools, dine with Maxwell and me at the Mitre, 
and we will talk over that ſubject; which they did, and after dinner he took 
one of them upon his knee, and fondied her wwe half an hour together. 


<4. | „ 
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97 75 Upon a viſit to me at a country lodging near Twickenham, he aſked 1770. 
what ſort of ſociety I had there. I told him, but indifferent; as they chiefly * 
conſiſted of opulent traders, retired from buſineſs. He ſaid, he never much 

lked that claſs of people; For, Sir, (faid he,) they have loſt the civility of 
tradeſmen, without acquiring the manners of gentlemen.” £7 Miah — 
cc Johnſon was mu Ah attached to London: he obſerved, that a man ſtored 
5 his mind better there, than any where elſe; and that in remote ſituations a 
man's body might be feaſted, but his mind was ſtarved, and his faculties apt 
to degenerate, from want of exerciſe and competition. No place, he ſaid, 
-cured' a man's vanity or arrogance, ſo well as London; for as no- man 
was either great or good per ſe, but as compared with others not ſo good or 
great, he was ſure to find in the metropolis many his equals, and ſome his - 
ſuperiours, He obſerved, that a man in London was in leſs danger of fall- 
ing in love indiſcreetly, than any where elſe; for there the Aifculty of 
_ deciding between the conflicting pretenſions of a vaſt variety of objects, kept 
him ſafe. He told me, that he had frequently been offered country prefer- 
ment, if he would conſent to take orders; but he could not leave the 
improved ſociety of the capital, or conſent to exchange the exhilarating Joys 
and ſplendid decorations of publick life, for the — — and uni- 
formity of remote ſituations. | 
“ Speaking of Mr. Harte, Canon of Windſor, and writer of © The Hiſtory 
of Guſtavus Adolphus,” he much commended him as a ſcholar, and a man of | 
the moſt companionable talents he had ever known. He faid, the defects iin 

his hiſtory FccodMnorfrom imbecillity, but from. foppery. _ e 

cc He loved, he ſaid, the old black letter books; they were rich in matter, a 

though their ſtyle was inelegant; wonderfully fo, conſidering how converſant = K. 

the write were with the beſt models of antiquity. a 

E gurton's Anatomy of Melancholy, he faid, was the only book that even 

took him out of. bed two hours ſooner than, he wiſhed to riſe. * 

« He frequently exhorted me to ſet about writing a H iſtory of Ireland, and | 
archly remarked, there had been ſome good Iriſh writers, and that one Iriſh- 

man might at leaſt aſpire to be equal to another. He had great compaſſion 
for the miſefies and diſtreſſes of the Iriſh-nation, particularly the Papiſts ; and 
ſeverely reprobated the barbarous debilitating policy of the Britiſh govern- 

ment, which he ſaid was ti; moſt deteſtable mode of perſecution. To a 
gentleman, who hinted ſuck hl | by ag might be neceſſary to ſupport the authority 
pied by faying, Les the authority of the 


of the Engliſh government 
Engliſh — periſſſ r than be maintained by iniquity. Better 
WHEY Xx 2 ; . would 
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17% would! it be to reſtrain the turbulence of the natives by the authority of the 


22 ſword; and to make them amenable to law and juſtice by an effectual and 
vigorous police, than to grind them to powder by all manner of diſabilities and 


unrelenting perſecution. to beggar and are them.“ The moderation and 
humanity of the preſent times n in ory yt 


his obſervations, .-* * A 
Dr. Johnſon was often e of ada ay, EL I with regard 


intereſt, and too apt to overlook the claims and pretenſions of other people. 
© While they confine their benevolence, in a manner, excluſively to thoſe of 


their own country, they expect to ſhare in the good offices of other people. - 
Now (ſaid Johnſon;) this principle is either right or wrong; if right, we 


- I ſhould do well to imitate ſuch conduet ; if wrongs, we cannot too much 
3 | dnt 

: | « Being ſolicited t to N a funeral en for the kr of a tradeſ- 

c mi-an, he naturally enquired into the character of the deceaſed; and being told 

ſne was remarkable for her humility and condeſcenſion to inferiours, he 

5 7 | obſerved, that thoſe were. very laudable qualities, but it 25 not be ſo eaſy 

On do diſcover who the lady's. inferiours were. 44 wag Ehlers; ,;; 4 F. 

= 8 Of a certain player he remarked, that his converſation uſually threatened 

＋ t C. r and announced more than it performed ; that he fed you with a continual reno- 
* Ab teeny vation of hope, to end in a conſtant ſucceſſion. of diſappointment. ; H I: 

1 5 . ec When exaſperated by contradiction, he was apt to treat his opponents 

re with too much acrimony ; as, © Sir, you don't ſee your way through that 

a queſtion :'—— Sir, you talk the language of ignorance.” On my obſerving to 


midſt of a very brilliant and learned ſociety, Sir, (ſaid he,) the e l 
1 overflowed and drowned him.“ + 244 Ga, r oth <r7 

—_  .,. « His philoſophy, though auſtere and 8 was by no means ae 
—_ and cynical,. and never blunted the laudable ſenſibilities. of his character, or 
1 exempted him from the influence of the tender paſſions. Want of tenderneſs, 
1 | he always alledged, was want of parts, and was no leſs a 70 of 1 


Ban de ravi 
oY ** 40 Speaking 


incapacities. Better (ſaid he,) to hang or drown people at once, than by an 


. wildom n off, 


to the natives of Scotland: Surely, ſo illiberal a prejudice never entered his 
mind: and it is well known, many natives of that reſpectable country poſſeſſed 
a large ſhare in his eſteem; nor were any of them ever excluded from his 
good offices, as far as opportunity permitted. True it is, he conſidered the 
Scotch, nationally, as a craſty, deſigning people, eagerly attentive ta their own 


him that a certain- gentleman had remained ſilent the whole evening, in the 


Þ 


l 


— 
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; C Speaking of Mr. Hanway, who publiſhed © A Six Weeks Tour through 


the South of England,” © Jonas, (ſaid he,) acquired ſome reputation by travel- 
ling abroad, but loſt it all by travelling at home.“ 
«. Of the paſſion of love he remarked, that its violence and ill effects 


vere much exaggerated; for who has known any real ſufferings on chat head, 
more than from the exorbitancy of any other paſſion? 
« He much commended *© Law's Serious Call, which he faid was the 


fineſt piece of hortatory theology i in any language. Law (ſaid he,) fell 
latterly into the reveries of Jacob Behmen, whom Law alledged to have 
been ſomewhat in the ſame ſtate with St. Paul, and to have ſeen unutterable 
things. Were it even ſo, (faid Johnſon,) Jacob would have reſembled St. 


Paul ftill more, by. notegttempting to ꝑtter them. 


He obſerved, that the eſtabliſhed clergy in general did not preach . 


enough; and that poliſhed periods and glittering ſentences flew over the heads 


of the common people, without any impreſſion upon their hearts. Something 


might be neceſſary, he obſerved, to excite the affections of the common 
people, who were ſunk in languor and lethargy, and therefore he ſuppoſed. 
that the new concomitants of methodiſm might probably produce ſo deſirable - 


an effect. The mind, like the body, he obſerved, delighted in change and 
novelty, and even in religion itſelf, courted new appearances and modifica- 
tions. Whatever might be thought of ſome methodiſt teachers, he ſaid, he 
could ſcarcely doubt the incerity: of that man, who travelled nine hundred 


miles in a month, and preached twelve times a week ; for no adequate reward, 
merely temporal, could be given for ſuch indefatigable labour. 


. « Of Dr. Prieſtly's theological works, he remarked, that they ended to 


unſettle every thing, and yet ſettled nothing. 


« He was much affected by the death of his mother, and wrote to me to 


come and aſſiſt him to compoſe his mind, which indeed I found extremely 
agitated. He lamented that all ſerious and religious converſation was baniſhed. 


from the ſociety of men, and yet great advantages might be derived from it. 


All acknowledged, he ſaid, what hardly any body practiſed, the obligation 


we were under of making the concerns of eternity the governing veinciples of 
our lives. Every man, he obſerved, at laſt wiſhes for retreat: he ſees his 


expectations fruſtrated in the world, and begins to wean himſelf from i it, and 


to prepare for everlaſting ſeparation. 
He obſerved, that the influence of London now extended every where, 
and that from all manner of communication being opened, there ſhortly would: 


be no remains of the ancient ſumplicity, or . of cheap retreat to be found. 
£c He 
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| | ds 342 ; THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON, 
=. ; N 1770. He was no admirer of blank-verſe, and faid it always failed, unleſs ſuſ- 
| $A be Ea tained by the dignity of the ſubject. In blank-verſe, he faid, the language 
; > ſuffered more diſtortion, to keep it out of proſe, than any inconvenience 
or limitation to be * from the ſhackles and circumſcription of 
rhyme. 
1 He reproved me once for ſaying grace without mention of the name of 
our Lord Jesvs CHRIST, and Oye in future I would be more mindful of the | 
apoſtolical injunction. 
« He refuſed to go out of a room 1550 me at Mr. Langton” s houſe, ſay- 
ing, he hoped he knew his rank better than to preſume: to take place of a 
Doctor in Divinity. I mention ſuch little anecdotes, merely to ſhew, the þ 
peculiar turn and habit of his mind. 4a * ＋ of ug. TI fron bet 
| a *H e uſed frequently to obſerve, that there was more to be endured than © 
= : enjoyed, in the general condition of human life; 1 and frequently quoted thoſe 
b . nes of Dryden: 


* 0 gs cozenage | none would live paſt years again, X 
3 . e © Yet all hope pleaſure from what ſtill remain. 


AY Lei. (x | | 

. * / 4 Wong © hers For his part, he ſaid, he never paſſed that i in his life which he would with 
. 8 ann „ 1s 17,20 repeat, were an angel to make the propoſal to him. 

P13 &7 As * — « He was of opinion, that the Engliſh nation cultivated both their ſoil and 


| ＋ ts ts Pies Lo Apes reaſon better than any other people; but admitted that the French, 
FLO ere. chough not the higheſt, perhaps, in any department of literature, yet in every 


1 4. ee g. department were very high. Intellectual pre- eminence, he obſerved, was 
K 27 N 1 higheſt ſuperiority ; and that every nation derived their higheſt repu- 


i 1 1 2 2A. Fa ion from the ſplendour and dignity of their writers. Voltaire, he ſaid, was 
1 3 af ; a good narrator, and that his principal. merit conſiſted 1 in a happy e and 
7 * — 6 1 4 " arrangement of circumſtances. 

=, / þ 4 RT „ « Speaking of the French novels, compared with \ Richardſon 35 | he faid they | 
14 5 257 2 . 2 — might be pretty baubles, but a wren was not an eagle. J u..., 

| _ 585 2 | bh a ” <« In a Latin converſation with the Pere Boſcovitz, at the houſe of Mrs. 
[: 2 , BL. wy. Cholmondeley, I heard = oy the ſuperiority of Sir Iſaac Newton over 
1 — 3 all forei e v „ With a dignity. and eloquence that ſurprized that 
" = 444 f . Rafe Tree. 1 * > obſerve SE him, that a rage for every thing 


14 = off GT 21 

1 . Te, 227 15 a 3 Engliſh prevailed much in France after Lord Chatham's glorious war, he ſaid, 
s/o r= ods Q; — 2 he did not wonder at it, for that we had drubbed thoſe fellows into a proper 
N g 1 Alb 22 tos f L " reverence for us, and that their national petulance require 1 chaſ- 


97 tiſe mene. | : 
Moy 7 | | « Lord 
1 5 / 222 : 75 | 


| 


YZ 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
e Lord Lyttelton 8 Dialogues, he deemed a nugatory performance. That 


man (ſaid he,) fat down to write 5 boo to tell the world what the world had X at; uf ; 1 R A ng | 
all his life been telling him.“ 2 A ce rd A wot n . , 2 458 GA — as 1 | | 


« Somebody obſerving that the Scotch Highlanders in the year 1745, had 
made ſurprizing efforts, conſidering their numerous wants and diſadvantages : 
Jes, Sir, (ſaid he,) their wants were numerous, but you have not men- 
tioned the greateſt of them all the want of law.“ 

- 06. 8 Speaking of the inward light, to which ſome methodiſts pretended, he 

faid, it was a principle utterly incompatible with ſocial or civil ſecurity. If 
a man (faid he,) pretends to a principle of action of which I can know 
nothing, nay, not ſo much as that he has it, but only that he pretends to it; 
how can I tell what that perſon. may be prompted to do? When a perſon 


profeſſes to be governed by a written aſcertained law, I can then know where 
to b fin —_ 


The poem of F ingal, he wid, was a mere 8 rhapſody, a tire- 


ſome repetition of the N images. In vain ſhall we look for the Jucidus 


ordo, where there is neither end or object, deſign or moral, nec certa recurrit 


imago. 

« Being aſked by a young nobleman, what was Sens of the AY 
and military ſpirit of the old Engliſh nobility, he replied, Why, my Lord, 
I'll tell you what is become of it; it is gone into the city to look for a fortune.” 

Speaking of a dull tireſome fellow, whom he chanced to meet, he ſaid, 
© That fellow ſeems to me to poſſeſs but one idea, and that is a wrong one.” 

« Much enquiry having. been made concerning a gentleman who had 
quitted a company where Johnſon was, and no information being obtained; at 
| aft Johnſon obſerved, that © he did not care to ſpeak ill of any man behind 
his back, but he believed the gentleman was an attorney.” 

„He ſpoke with much contempt of the notice taken of Waben the 


poetical ſhoemaker. He ſaid, it was all vanity and childiſhneſs ; and that ſuch | 


objects were, to thoſe who patroniſed them, mere mirrours of their own 
ſuperiority. © They had better (ſaid he,) furniſh the man with good imple- 
ments for his trade, than raiſe ſubſcriptions for his poems. He may make an 
excellent ſhoemaker, but can never make a good poet. A ſehool-boy s exer- 
ciſe may be a pretty thing for a ſchool- boy, but is no treat for a man.” 

IN... Speaking | of Boetius, who was the favourite writer of the middle ages, 
he ſaid it was very furprizing, that upon ſuch a ſubject, and in ſuch a naman, 


he ſhould be magis philo ves quam Ts 
«2 ki 
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that the country could ſink under it. Let the publick creditors be ever ſo 


clergyman ſeldom knew the face of one out of ten of his pariſhioners. 


5 account in it. 


only be ſuch as, whether the mutton ſhould be boiled or roaſted, and ny 


He ſaid, foppery was never cured ; it was the bad ſtamina of the mind, . . f 


„ Being told that Gilbert Sk called him os Caliban of literature; Fc of 


8 . THE LIFE or DR. JOHNSON. 
cc Speaking of Arthur Murphy, whom he very much loved, * I don” t know 


DT (aid he,) that Arthur can be claſſed with the very firſt dramatick writers; 


yet at preſent I doubt much whether we have any” thing ſuperior to Arthur.” 
* Speaking of the national debt, he ſaid, it was an idle dream to ſuppoſe 


clamorous, the intereſt of millions muſt ever prevail over that of thouſands. . 

« Of Dr. Kennicott's Collations, he obſerved, that though the text ſhould 
not be much mended thereby, yet it was no ſmall advantage to know, that 
we had as good a text as the moſt conſummate induſtry and os could 


— 


procure. 
* Johnſon obſerved, that ſo many nahe bes might be made to every YOON 


that nothing could overcome them but the neceſſity of doing ſomething. No 
man would be of. any profeſſion, as ſimply TEM to not ry of it: but 
every one muſt do ſomething. 

« He remarked, that a London pariſh was a very comfortleſs thing, for the 


Of the late Mr. Mallet he ſpoke with no great reſpect : ſaid, he was 
ready for any dirty job : that he had wrote againſt Byng at the inſtigation of 
the miniſtry, and was equally ready to write for ns provided he found his 


« A gentleman who had been very unhappy i in marriage, married imme- 
dial after his wife died : ee ſaid, it was the "One of * over 
experience. | 

e He obſerved, that a man of ſenſe and ene ſhould meet a ſuitable 
companion in a wife. It was a miſerable thing when the converſation could 


a diſpute about that. 
c He did not approve of late marriages, obfrring that more was loſt in 
point of time, than compenſated for by any poſſible advantages. yen ill 
aſſorted marriages were preferable to cheerleſs celibacy. | 
* Of old Sheridan he remarked, that he neither wanted parts or Iterarure, ST N 
but that his vanity and Quixotiſm obſcured his merits. Suu, Perl ee gs 


which, like thoſe of the doch, were never rectified : once a coxcomb, and 
always a coxcomb. _ ug 


: "ok (ad he,) I muſt dub him the Punchinello.“ ä 2 
cc Speaking fr 2 5 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
te Speaking of the old Earl of Corke and Orrery, he ſaid, © that man ſpent 


his life in catcing at an object, [literary eminence, ] which he had not t power Feat, 67. 


to'graſp.' 
He often uſed to quote, with great pathos, thoſe fine lines of Virgil: 


© Optima quaque dies miſeris mortalibus avi 
Prima fugit ; ſubeunt morbi, triſtiſque feneFus, 
Et labor, et dure rapit inclementia mortis. 


« To find a ſubſtitution for violated morality , he faid, was the ding 
feature i in all perverſions of religion.” 4. . . e 


"In I771 | he publiſhed another political pamphlet, entitled T houghts on 
the late Tranſactions reſpecting Falkland's Iſlands,” in which, upon materials 
furniſhed to him by miniſtry, and upon general topicks expanded in his richeſt 
ſtyle, he ſucceſsfully endeavoured to perſuade the nation that it waswiſe and 
laudable to ſuffer the queſtion of right to remain undecided, rather than involve 
our country in another war. It has been ſuggeſted by ſome, with what truth 
I ſhall not take upon me to decide, that he rated the conſequence of thoſe 
iſlands to Great-Britain too low. But however this may be, every humane 


mind muſt ſurely applaud the earneſtneſs with which he averted the cala- 


mity of war; a calamity ſo dreadful, that it is aſtoniſhing how civiliſed, nay, 
Chriſtian nations, can deliberately continue to renew it. His deſeription of 
its miſeries in this pamphlet, is one of the fineſt pieces of eloquence in the 
Engliſh language. Upon this. occaſion, too, we find Johnſon laſhing the 
party in oppoſition with unbounded ſeverity, and making the fulleſt uſe of what 


he ever reckoned a molt effectual argumentative inſtrument, contempt. His 


character of their very able myſterious champion, Junivs, is executed with 
all the force of his genius, and finiſhed with the higheſt care. He ſeems to 
have exulted in fallying forth to ſingle combat againſt the boaſted and formi- 
dable hero, who bade defiance to * principalities and powers, and the rulers of 
this world.” | 
„ This pamphlet, it is fe Ee PR was ſoltened i in one particular, after the 
firſt edition; for the concluſion of Mr. George Grenville's character ſtood 
thus: © Let him not, however, be depreciated in his grave. He had powers 
not univerſally poſſeſſed: could he have enforced payment of the Manilla 
ranſom, he could have counted it.” Which, inſtead of retaining its ſly ſharp 
Point, was reduced to a mere flat unmeaning expreſſion, or, if I may uſe the 
word,—truifm : © He had powers not univerſally poſſeſſed: and if he ſome- 
times erred, he was likewiſe ſometimes right.“ | 

| Ty - | | Mr. 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
Mr. Strahan, the printer, who had been long in intimacy with Johnſon, 1 in 


| Ez the courſe of his literary labours, who was at once his friendly agent in 


receiving his penſion for him, and his banker in ſupplying him with money 


when he wanted it; who was himſelf now a Member of Parliament, and who 


loved much to be employed in political negociation ; thought he ſhould do 
eminent ſervice, .both to government and Johnſon, if he could be the means 
of his getting a ſeat in the Houſe of Commons. With this view, he wrote a 
letter to one of the Secretaries of the Treaſury, of which he gave me a copy 


* in his own, OOO „ Which i is as follows: : 


ay 7 wk 


ce SIR, 


„ YOU mil | eably recollect, when I had the honour of waiting upon 
_you ſome time ago, , I took the liberty to obſerve to you, that Dr. Johnſon 
"would make 'an excellent figure in the Houſe of Commons, and heartily 
wiſhed he had a ſeat there. My reaſons ate briefly theſe : 

&« T know his perfect good affection to his Majeſty, and his government, 
which J am certain he wiſhes to ſupport by every means in his power. 

He poſſeſſes a great ſhare of manly, nervous, and ready eloquence; is 
quick in diſcerning the ſtrength and weakneſs of an argument; can expreſs 


himſelf with clearneſs and preciſion, and fears the face of no man alive. 


« His known character, as a man of extraordinary ſenſe: and unimpeached 
virtue, would ſecure him the attention of the Houſe, and could not fail to 
oive him a proper weight there. 

He is capable of the greateſt application, and can is any degree 
of labour, where he ſees it neceſſary, and where his heart and affections are 
ſtrongly engaged. His Majeſty's miniſters might therefore ſecurely depend 
on his doing, upon every proper oecaſion, the utmoſt that could be expected 
from him. They would find him ready to vindicate ſuch meaſures as tended 


to promote the ſtability of government, and reſolute and ſteady in carrying 


them into execution. Nor is any thing to be apprehended from the ſuppoſed 
impetuoſity of his temper. To the friends of the King you will find him 
a lamb, to his enemies a lion. 

For theſe reaſons, I humbly apprehend that he would be a very de and 


uſeful member. And I will venture to fay, the employment would not be 


_ difagreeable to him; and knowing, as I do, his ſtrong affection to the King, 


his ability to ſerve him in that capacity; and the extreme ardour with which I 
am convinced he would engage in that ſervice, I muſt repeat, that I wiſh moſt 


heartily to ſee him in the Houſe, 
4 Es « If 


* 


85 THE LIFE OF DR. | JOHNSON. 2447 
ec If you think this worthy of attention, you will be pleaſed to take a con- 1771. 


venient opportunity of mentioning it to Lord North. If his Lordſhip ſhould 7 rat, 62. 


happily approve of it, I ſhall have the ſatisfaction of having been, in ſome 
degree, the humble inſtrument of doing my country, in my opinion, a very 
eſſential ſervice. I know your good-nature, and your zeal for the publick 
welfare, will plead my excuſe for giving you this trouble. J am, 84 the 
greateſt reſpect, Sir, 

« Your moſt obedient and humble ſervant, 


e New-ſtreet, March 30, 1771. WILLIAM STRAHAN.“ 
This recommendation we know was not effectual; but how, or for what 
reaſon, can only be conjectured. It is not to be believed that Mr. Strahan 
would have applied, unleſs Johnſon had approved of it. I never heard him 
mention the ſubject; but at a later period of his life, when Sir Joſhua Reynolds 
told him that Mr. Edmund Burke had faid, that if he had come early into 
parliament, he certainly would have been the greateſt ſpeaker that ever was 

there, Johnſon exclaimed, © I ſhould like to try my hand now.” 
It has been much agitated among his friends and others, whether he would 
have been a powerful ſpeaker in Parliament, had he been brought in when 
advanced in life. I am inclined to think, that his extenſive knowledge, his 
quickneſs and force of mind, his vivacity and richneſs of expreſſion, his wit 
and humour, and above all his poignancy of ſarcaſm, would have had great 
effect in a popular aſſembly ; and that the magnitude of his figure, and ſtriking 
peculiarity of his manner, would have aided the effect. But I remember it 
was obſerved by Mr. Flood, that Johnſon having been long uſed to ſenten- 
tious brevity and the ſhort flights of converſation, might have failed in that 
continued and expanded kind of argument, which is requiſite in ſtating com- 
plicated matters in publick ſpeaking; and as a proof of this he mentioned 
the ſuppoſed ſpeeches i in Parliament written by him for the Magazine, none of 
which, in his opinion, were at all like real debates. The opinion of one who 
is himſelf ſo eminent an orator, muſt be allowed to have great weight. It 
was confirmed by Sir William Scott, who mentioned, that Johnſon had told 
him, that he had ſeveral times tried to ſpeak in the Society of Arts and 
Sciences, but © had found he could not get on.” From Mr. William Gerard 
Hamilton I have heard, that Johnſon, when obſerving to him that it was 
prudent for a man who had not been accuſtomed to ſpeak in publick to begin 
his ſpeech 1 in as ſimple a manner as poſſible, acknowledged that he roſe in that 
Yy 2 | ſociety 
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8 my flowers of oratory forſook me.” I however cannot help wiſhing, that 


not make the experiment. / fat tee 


although I am conſcious that my veneration and love for Mr. Johnſon have 
never in the leaſt abated, yet I have deferred for almoſt a year and a half to 


fortable life as a married man, and a lawyer in practice at the Scotch bar; 


without diminution of affection, you have taught me, likewiſe, how that 


between publick buſineſs, improving ſtudies, and domeſtick pleaſures, nei- 
ther melancholy nor caprice will find any place for entrance. Whatever philo- 


nature, that it abbors a vacuum: our minds cannot be empty; and evil will 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
ſociety to deliver a ſpeech which he had prepared; © but (ſaid he,) all 


he had © tried his hand” in parliament; and I wonder that mini did 
uns 1 he to He MW, rotors. 7a? 2 4 


| A / / 
T1 at length renewed a correſpondence which had yrene too long diſcontinued: | j 


To Dr. JoannsoN. 


cc My DEAR SIR, | Edinburgh, April 18, 1771. 


« I can now fully underſtand thoſe intervals of ſilence in your cor- 
reſpondence with me, which have often given me anxiety and uneaſineſs ; for 


write to him.“ 


In the ſubſequent part of this letter, I gave him an account of my com- 


invited him to Scotland, and promiſed to attend him to the Highlands, and 
Hebrides, 


To I e 


« Dx AR Six, 6 
« IF you are now able to comprehend that I might OY to write 


neglect may be uneaſily felt without reſentment. I wiſhed for your letter a long 
time, and when it came, it amply recompenſed the delay. I never was ſo 
much pleaſed as now with your account of yourſelf; and ſincerely hope, that 


ſophy may determine of material nature, it is certainly true of intellectual 


break in upon them, if they are not pre-occupied by good. My dear Sir, 
mind your ſtudies, mind your buſineſs, make. your oy ry, and be a good 
Chriſtian, After this, 


— — triftitiam et metus 
© Trades Protervis in mare Creticum 
© Portare ventis. 


THE: LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON, 1 
ee If we perform our duty, we ſhall be ſafe and ſteady, Give per, &c. whether 1771. 


ve climb the Highlands, or are toſt among the Hebrides; and I hope the r er. 
time will come when we may try our powers both with cliffs and water. I 

ſee but little of Lord Elibank, I know not why; perhaps by my own fault. 

I am this day going into Staffordſhire and W for ſix weeks. 1 

am, dear Sir, 1 

ce Your moſt affectionate 
c And moſt humble ſervant, 
6 London, June 20, 1771, . SAM. Jonnson,” 


; 


To Sir Josnva . in Leiter ol 


© Dxar SIR, 


% WHEN I came to Lichfield, I found that my portrait had been 
much viſited, and much admired. Every man has a lurking wiſh to appear 
conſiderable in his native place ; and I was pleaſed with the Cy conferred 
BY ſuch a teſtimony of your regard. _ 

a pleaſed, therefore, to accept the thanks of, Sir, 
2 __ « Your moſt obliged - 
6 £ c And moſt humble ſervant, | 
« Aſtbourn i in Derbyſhire, e SAM, Jonxsox. 
July 17, 1771. 


« Compliments to Miſs Reynolds.” 


— 


To Dr. JonnsoNn. 
« My DEAR SIR, Edinburgh, July 27, 1771. 

« THE bearer of this, Mr. Beattie, Profeſſor of Moral Philoſophy | 
at Aberdeen, is deſirous of being introduced to your acquaintance. His genius 
and learning, and labours in the ſervice of virtue and religion, render him 
very worthy of it; and as he has a high eſteem of your character, I hope 


you will give him a favourable reception. I ever am, &c. 
« JAMES BosWELL.” 


In October 1 again wrote to him, thanking him for his laſt letter, and his 
obliging reception of Mr. Beattie ; informing him that I had been at Alnwick 
lately, and had good accounts of him from Dr. Percy. 

In his religious record of this year, we obſerve that he was better than 


uſual, both in body and mind, and better ſatisfied with the regularity of his 
conduct. 
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—_ - 1771+ conduct. But he is ſtill « trying his ways” too rigorouſly. He charges him- 
| AXE. {elf with not riſing early enough; yet he mentions what was ſurely a ſufficient 
99 | excuſe for this, fuppoling it to be a duty ferioufly required, as he all his life 
appears to have thought it. One great hindrance is want of reſt; my noe- 

| turnal complaints grow leſs troubleſome towards morning; and I am tempted 

to repair the deficiencies of the night.. Alas! how hard would it be if this 

indulgence were to be imputed to a ſick man as a crime. In his retroſpect 

on the following Eaſter Eve, he ſays, When I review the laſt year, I am 

able to recollect fo little 5. that ſhame and ſorrow, though perhaps too 

: — weakly, come upon me.” Had he been judging of any one elſe in the ſame 
; | - circumſtances, how clear would he have been on the favourable ſide. How 
=_ . - very difficult, and in my opinion almoſt conſtitutionally impoſſible it was for 
=z him to be raiſed early, even by the ſtrongeſt reſolutions, appears from a note 
in one of his little paper books, (containing words arranged for his Dictionary,) 

| written, 1 ſuppoſe, about 1753: © I do not remember that ſince I left Oxford, 

I ever roſe early by mere choice, but once or twice at Edial, and two or three 

times for the Rambler,” 1 think he had fair ground enough to have quicted 
his mind on this ſubject, by concluding that he was phyſically incapable of 

what is at beſt but a commodious regulation. 
=_ - 7 = Boe In 1772 he was altogether quieſcent as an authour; but it wil be found, 
f | from the various evidences which I ſhall bring ns that his mind was 
acute, lively, and en, 


% 


« Dean Sr, : 
| « BE pleaſed to fend to Mr. Banks, whoſe place of refidence I do 
not know, this es which I have ſent open, that, if * pleaſe, FO, may 
| bs 

0 When you ſend i it, do not uſe your own ſeal. 

Cc J am, Sir, 
5 Tour moſt humble ſervant, 
„ Saw, Jomizon” - 


To Sir JoShva REvNOLDS. 


e Prayers and Meditations, p. 101. : 
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To Ine Baxxs, ER. 


ee Perpetua ambitd bis terrd pramia lafis 
ce Hæc habet altrici Capra ſecunda Jovis 9.” 
ct 81 a, | 
« T RETURN thanks to you and to Dr. Solander for the pleaſure. 
which I received in yeſterday” s converſation. I could not recolle& a motto 
for your Goat, but have given her one. You, Sir, may perhaps have an epick 
poem from ſome happier pen than, Sir, 
3 « Your moſt humble ſervant, 
OR Johnſon's-court, Fleet= _ g 5 Jounson,” | 
ſtreet, Feb. 27, 1772. | | 
25 To Dr. Jonnson. 1 
15 « My DAR SI, 8 Ezinburgh, March 3, 1772. 
« IT is hard that I cannot prevail on you to write to me oſtener. 
But I am convinced that it is in vain to expe& from you a private cor- 
reſpondence with any regularity. I muſt, therefore, look upon you as a foun- 


tain of wiſdom, from whence few rills are communicated to a diſtance, and 


which muſt be approached at its ſource, to partake fully of i its virtues. 

0. 6 e $0 -8 
I am coming to London ſoon, and am to appear in an appeal from the 
Court of Seſſion in the Houſe of Lords. A ſchoolmaſter in Scotland was, by 
a court of inferiour juriſdiction, deprived of his office for being ſomewhat 
ſevere in the chaſtiſement of his ſcholars. The Court of Seſſion conſidering 


it to be dangerous to the intereſt of learning and education to leſſen the dig- 


nity of teachers, and make them afraid of too indulgent parents, inſtigated 
by the complaints of their children, reſtored him. His enemies have appealed 
to the Houſe of Lords, though the ſalary is only twenty pounds a year. I 
was Counſel for him here. I hope there will be little fear of a reverſal ; 
but II muſt beg to have your aid in my plan of ſupporting the decree. It is a 
general queſtion, and not a point of particular law. 
n # # © ©®  D 
vi 0. 
| « JAMES BOSWELL,” 

9 Thus tranſlated by a friend : 


In fame ſcarce ſecond to the nurſe of Jove, 
« This Goat, who twice the world had travers'd round, 
% Deſerving both her maſter's care and love, 


« Eaſe and perpetual paſture now has found.“ 


To 
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FINS e Bf | 


« PEAR SIR, 

« THAT you 2 are coming ſo ſoon to town I am very "tad; and Nil 
more glad that. you are coming as an advocate. I think nothing more likely to 
make your life paſs happily away, than that conſciouſneſs of your own value 
which eminence in 17 of profeſſion will certainly confer. If 1 can give you 
any collateral help, I hope you do not ſuſpect that it will be wanting. My 


kindneſs for you has neither the merit of ſingular virtue, nor the reproach of 


fingular prejudice. Whether to love you be right or wrong, I have many 
on my fide: Mrs. Thrale loves you, and Mrs. Williams loves you, and what 
would have inclined me to love you, if 1 had ove neutral n you are a 
great favourite of Dr. Beattie: 

« Of Dr. Beattie I ſhould have Ati much, but Amt his | lidy puts him 
out of my head: ſhe is a very lovely woman.” 
The ejection which you come hither to pete a appears very cruel, 4 


ape and . e 1 e _ there eral not be . _ of 


ſucceſs. 
« My health grows with; yet 1 am not fully vhedvired.; 1 believe it is 


held, that men do not recover very faſt after threeſcore. I hope yet to ſee 


Beattie's College: and have not given up the weſtern voyage. But however 


we ſome time, and till then ſhall be glad to hear of her. 


all this may be or not, let us try to make each other happy when we meet, 
and not refer our pleafure to diſtant times or diſtant places. 
Ho comes it that you tell me nothing of your lady! ? I vos oth to ſee 
0 e I am, Year Sir, &c. e Thi 
„ March 1 1 SAM. JonnsoN.” 


To Benner LAx OTO, E. near Spilſby, Lirccliſbire. 


cc Dz AR SIR, 

I CONGRATULATE you and Lady Rothes on your little man, and 
hope you will all be many years happy together. | 
e Poor Miſs Langton can have little part in the joy of her family. She 
this day called her aunt Langton to receive the ſacrament with her; and made 


l Mr. Langton married the Counteſs Dowager of Rothes. 8 
5 33 | me 
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me tall yeſterday on ſuch ſubjects as ſuit her condition. It will ity + be 
her viaticum. I ſurely need not mention again that ſhe wiſhes to ſee her 
mother. I am, Sir, 1 

„%%% « Your moſt humble ſervant, | 
March 14, 1772. SAM. e | 


On the 21ſt of March, I was happy to find myſelf again in my friend's 
ſtudy, and was glad to ſee my old acquaintance Mr. Francis Barber, who was 


now returned home. Dr. Johnſon received me with a hearty welcome, ſaying, 


* am glad you are come, and glad you are come upon ſuch an errand,” 
(alluding to the cauſe of the ſchoolmaſter.) Boswerr. © I hope, Sir, he will 


be in no danger. It is a very delicate matter to interfere between a maſter 


and his ſcholars: nor do I ſee how you can fix the degree of ſeverity that a 
maſter may uſe.” Joxnson. © Why, Sir, till you fix the degree of obſtinacy 
and negligence of the ſcholars, you cannot fix the degree of ſeverity of the 
maſter. Severity muſt be continued until obſtinacy be ſubdued, and negli- 
gence be cured.” 
e Sir, (ſaid I,) Hunter is a Scotch name: ſo it ſhould ſeem this ſchoolmaſter 
who beat you fo ſeverely was a Scotchman. I can now account for your 
prejudice againſt the Scotch.” Johxsov. “ Sir, he was not Scotch; and, 
abating his brutality, he was a very good maſter.” 

We talked of his two political pamphlets, © The Falſe Aba” and 
« Thoughts concerning Falkland's Iſlands.” Joanson. © Well, Sir, which of 
them did you think the beſt ?” BoswELL. © I liked the ſecond beſt.” Jounsov. 
« Why, Sir, I liked the firſt beſt; and Beattie liked the firſt beſt. Sir, 
there is a ſubtlety of diſquiſition in the firſt, that is worth all the fire of the 
ſecond.” BosweLL. © Pray, Sir, is it true that Lord North paid you a viſit, 
and that you got two hundred a year in addition to your penſion ?” JornsoN. 
No, Sir. Except what I had from the bookſeller, I did not get a farthing 
by them. And, between you and me, I believe Lord North is no friend to 
me.” BoswRLLI. How ſo, Sir?” 
account for the fancies of men.—Well, how does Lord Elibank ? and 
how does Lord Monboddo ?” BoswtLL. “ Very well, Sir. Lord Mon- 
boddo ſtill maintains the ſuperiority of the ſavage life.” Jonnsown. © What 
ſtrange narrowneſs of mind now is that, to think the things we have 
not known are better than the things which we have known.” BosWELL. 


Why, Sir, that is a common prejudice.” Joxnson, © Yes, Sir; but a 


57 


He mentioned the ſeverity of Hunter, his on maſter. 


Joanson. © Why, Sir, you cannot 
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common prejudice ſhould not be found in one whoſe trade it is to rectify 
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. errour.“ 
2 63. x 
A gentleman having come in who was to go as a Mate i in the Hip along 


OOO OO iP gm ˙ run tb ears > <a nr 
- 5 * G q TI 


the ſhips deſtined for the expedition. The gentleman anſwered, they were 
once to be called the Drake and the Raleigh, but now they were to be 
called the Reſolution and the Adventure. JoansoNn. ©* Much better; for had 
the Raleigh returned without going round the world, it would have been 


laying a trap for fatire.” BosweLL. « Had not you ſome deſire to go upon 
this expedition, Sir?“ F « Why yes; but I ſoon laid it aſide, Sir, 
there is very little of intellectual in the courſe. Beſides, I ſee but at a ſmall 
diſtance. So it was not worth my while to go to ſee birds fly, which I ſhould 
not have ſeen fly; and fiſhes ſwim, which I ſhould not have ſeen ſwim.” XX 


, 
J, 7 as of [4 * 
from their expedition. When Dr. Johnſon returned to us, I told him the 
ſubject of their diſpute. JonNso w. Why, Sir, it was properly for botany 

that they went out: I believe they thought only of culling of ſimples.” _ 
I thanked him for ſhewing civilities to Beattie, © Sir, (ſaid he,) I ſhould 


huſband, ſhe'll have Beattie. He ſunk upon us that he was married ; elſe we 
. ſhould have ſhewn his lady more civilities. She is a very fine woman. But 
tell us of his lady till late.” els 


I thought of buying it. Joanson. © Pray do, Sir. We ſhall go and paſs a 


| veſſel, and ſome Orkney men to navigate her. We muſt build a tolerable 
houſe : but we may carry with us a wooden houſe ready made, and requiring 
nothing but to be put up. Conſider, Sir, by buying St. Kilda, you may keep 
the people from falling into worſe hands. We muſt give them a clergyman, 


College. I'll be your Lord Chancellor, or what you pleaſe,” BoswzLL. 
« Are you ſerious, Sir, in adviſing me to buy St. Kilda ? for if you ſhould 


with Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, Dr. Johnſon aſked what were the names of 


ridiculous. To give them the names of the Drake and the Raleigh was 


1 The gentleman being gone, and Dr. Johnſon having left the room for ſome 
time, a debate aroſe between the Reverend Mr. Stockdale and Mrs. Deſmou- 


„5 „„ fagrdins, whether Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander were entitled to any ſhare of glory 


thank you. We all love Beattie. Mrs. Thrale ſays, if ever ſhe has another 
how can you ſhew civilities to a non- entity? I did not think he had been 
married. Nay, I did not think about it one way or other; but he did not 


He then ſpoke of St. Kilda, the moſt remote of the Hebrides. I told him, 


winter amid the blaſts there. We ſhall have fine fiſh, and we ſhall take 
ſome dried tongues with us, and ſome books. We ſhall have a ſtrong built 


and he ſhall be one of Beattie's chooſing. He ſhall be educated at Mariſchal 
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adviſe me to go to Japan, I believe I ſhould do it.” Joanson. © Why yes, 1772. EL 
Sir, I am ſerious.” BosWELL. © © Why then III ſee what can be done.“ 3 — 
I gave him an account of the two parties in the church of Scotland, thoſe W - 
for ſupporting the rights of patrons, independent of the people, and thoſe Leb. 
againſt it. Johvso H © It ſhould be ſettled one way or other. I cannot wiſh 2 — yy 
well to a popular election of the clergy, when I conſider that it occaſions ſuch . , 
animoſities, ſuch unworthy courting of the people, ſuch ſlanders between the 9 . 2 
contending parties, and other diſadvantages. It is enough to allow the people to . * oa 3 | 
remonſtrate againſt the nomination of a mitder for ſolid reaſons; (I ſuppoſe 4 
he meant hereſy or immorality. ) He was engaged to dine abroad, and aſked Fe — # 
me to return to him in the evening at nine, which I accordingly did. 722 ee. 3 
We drank tea with Mrs. Williams, who told us a ſtory of ſecond ſighht, e 
which happened in Wales where ſhe was born. —He liſtened to it very aten- - 2 
tively, and ſaid he ſhould be glad to have ſome inſtances of that faculty well — 5 
authenticated, His elevated wiſh for more and more evidence for ſpirit, in TT. 
oppoſition to the groveling belief of materialiſm, led him to a love of ſuch 22 2. 
myſterious diſquiſitions. He again juſtly obſerved, that we could have no — 
certainty of the truth of ſupernatural appearances, unleſs ſomething was told — 5 4 . 
us which we could not know by ordinary means, or ſomething done which 1 „ 
could not be done but by ſupernatural power; that Pharaoh in reaſon and / ey 2 4 
juſtice required ſuch evidence from Moſes; nay, that our Saviour ſaid, « If I had 
not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had 
fin.” He had faid in the morning, that «© Macaulay's Hiſtory of St. Kilda,” was 
very well written, except ſome foppery about liberty and ſlavery. I mentioned 
to him that Macaulay told me, he was adviſed to leave out of his book the 
wonderful ſtory that upon the approach of a ſtranger all the inhabitants catch 
cold ; but that it had been ſo well authenticated, he determined to retain it. 
Joanson. “Sir, to leave things out of a book, merely becauſe people tell ” 2 
you they will not be believed, is meanneſs. ay pow acted with m 2 
magnanimity. „ Auer. Af eats — | Bag odds , PEE , : 
We talked of the Roman Catholick religion, and om little difference : there . a 9 . 
was in eſſential matters between ours and it. JohNSON. © True, Sir: all 
denominations of Chriſtians have really little difference in point of doctrine, V 
though they may differ widely in external forms. There is a prodigious dif- Pry £4 . 
ference between the external form of one of your Preſbyterian churches in 
Scotland, and a church in Italy; yet the doctrine taught is eſſentially the ſame.” wth 
I mentioned the petition to Parliament for removing the ſubſcription to the 
Thirty-nine Articles, JoHNSON. © It was ſoon thrown out, Sir, they talk 
2 2 2 | of 
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of not making boys at the Univerſity ſubſcribe to what they do not under- 


. ſtand; but they ought to conſider, that our Univerſities were founded to bring 


/ 


„ 


2 


up members for the Church of England, and we muſt not ſupply our enemies 
with arms from our arſenal. No, Sir, the meaning of fubſcribing is, not that 
they fully underſtand all the articles, but that they will adhere to the Church 
of England. Now take it in this way, and ſuppoſe that they ſhould only ſub- 


ſcribe their adherence to the Church of England, there would be ſtill the ſame 


difficulty; for. ſtill the young men-. would be ſubſcribing to. what they do not 
underftand. For if you ſhould aſk. them, what do you mean by the Church 
of England? Do you know in what it differs from the Preſbyterian Church? 
from the Romiſh Church? from the Greek Church? from the Coptick 
Church? they could not tell you. So, Sir, it comes to the ſame thing.“ 
BoswELL. © But, Sir, would it not be fufficient to ſubſcribe the Bible?“ 
Jonnsown. © Why no, Sir; for all ſects will ſubſcribe the Bible; nay, the 
Mahometans will ſubſcnibe the Bible, for the Mahometans acknowledge Jzsvs | 
ChRISsT, as well as Moſes, but maintain that Gop ſent Mahomet as a Tilt 


| en prophet than either.“ 


I mentioned the motion to aboliſh the faſt of the 4th of January; 
Jonnsown. © Why, Sir, I could have wiſhed that it had been a temporary act, 
perhaps, to have expired with the century, I am againſt aboliſhing it ; becauſe- 
that would be declaring it was wrong to eſtabliſh it ; but I ſhould have no objec- 
tion to make an act, continuing it for another century, and then letting it expire.“ 

He diſapproved of the Royal Marriage Bill ; « Becauſe (ſaid he,) I would 
not have the people think that the validity of marriage depends on the will of 
man,, or that the right of a King depends on the will of man. I ſhould not 
have been againſt making the marriage of any of the royal family, without the 
approbation of King and Parliament, highly criminal.” 

In the morning we had talked of old families, and the reſpect * to them. 


| Jonhxsox. © Sir, you have a right to that kind of reſpect, and are arguing for 


a 1 am for ſuppotting the principle, and am diſintereſted in doing it; 

as I have no ſuch right.” BOSWELIIL. Why, Sir, it is one more incitement 
to a man to do well.” Jonnson. “ Yes, Sir, and it is a matter of opinion, very 
neceſſary to keep ſociety together. What is it but opinion, by which we 
have a reſpect for authority, that prevents us, who are the rabble, from riſing 


up and pulling down you who are gentlemen from your places, and ſaying, 


We will be gentlemen in our turn?“ Now, Sir, that reſpect for authority is 


much more eaſily granted to a man whoſe father has had it, than to an upſtart, 
and fo Society is more eaſily ſupported,” BoswzI I. Perhaps, Sir, it might be 


done 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
done by the reſpe& belonging to office, as among the Romans, where the 3 


the toga, inſpired reverence. Jonxsox. « Why, Sir, we know very little about 4 67 | 
the Romans. But, ſurely, it is much eaſier to reſpect a man who has always 


had reſpect, than to reſpe& a man who we know was laſt year no better than 
_ ourſelves, and will be no better next year. In republicks there is not a reſpect 
for authority, but a fear of power.” BosweLL. © At preſent, Sir, I think 
riches ſeem to gain moſt reſpe&.” JohNSON. © No, Sir, riches do not gain 
hearty reſpect; they only procure external attention. A very rich man, from 
low beginnings, may buy his election in a borough ; but, ceteris paribus, a 


man of family will be preferred. People will prefer a man for whoſe father 


- their fathers have voted, though they ſhould get no more money, or even 
leſs. That ſhews that the reſpect for family is not merely fanciful, but has an 


actual operation. If gentlemen of family would allow the rich upſtarts to 


ſpend their money profuſely, which they are ready enough to do, and not vie 
with them in expence, the upſtarts would ſoon be at an end, and the gentle- 
men would remain: but if the gentlemen will vie in expence with the n. 
'* which is very fooliſh, they muſt be ruined.” 

I gave him an account of the excellent mimickry of a friend of mine in 
Scotland ; obſerving, at the ſame time, that ſome people thought it a very 


mean thing. Joanson. © Why, Sir, it is making a very mean uſe of a man's 


powers. But to be a good mimick, requires great powers, great acuteneſs of 
obſervation, great retention of what is obſerved, and great pliancy of organs, 
to repreſent what is obſerved. I remember a lady of quality in this town, 
Lady Leif i 2£2 who was a wonderful mimick,. and uſed to make me 
laugh immoderately. I have heard ſhe is now gone mad.“ 
is amazing how a mimick can not only give you the — and voice of a 
perſon whom he repreſents; but even what a perſon would ſay on any parti- 
cular ſubje&.” Joanson. © Why, Sir, you are to conſider that the manner 
and ſome particular phraſes of a perſon do much to impreſs you with an 
idea of him, and you are not ſure that he would fay what the mimick ſays 
in his character.“ BoswtLL.. © I don't think Foote a good mimick, Sir.” 
JohNsoN. © No, Sir; his imitations are not like. He gives you ſomething 
different from himſelf, but not the character which he means to aſſume. He 
goes out of himſelf without going into other people. He cannot take off 
any perſon unleſs he is very ſtrongly marked, ſuch as George Faulkner. He 
is like a painter, who can draw the portrait of a man who has a wen upon his 


face, and who, therefore, is eaſily known. If a man hops upon one leg, 
Foote can hop upon one leg. But he has not that nice diſcrimination which 


your. 


BosWELE.. It 
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1772. your friend ſeems to poſſeſs. Foote is, however, very waar, IX with a 
Ec. kind of converſation between wit and buffoonery.“ 

On Monday, March 23, I found him buſy, preparing a fourth en of 
his folio Dictionary. Mr. Peyton, one of his original amanuenſes, was writing 
for him. I put him in mind of a meaning of the word fide, which he had 
omitted, viz, relationſhip ; ; as, father's ſide, mother's ſide. He inſerted it. I 
aſked him if humiliating was a good word. He faid, he had ſeen it frequently | 

/ uſed, but he did not know it to be legitimate Engliſh, He would not admit 
_ cipulization, but only civility, With great deference to him, I thought civili- 
|...  Zation, from to civilize, better in the ſenſe oppoſed to barbarity, than civility, 
„is it is better to have a diſtin& word for each ſenſe, than one word with two 
N | ſenſes, which civility is, in his way of uſing it. 
He ſeemed buſy about ſome ſort of chymical operation. I was ett 
— 1 by obſerving how he contrived to ſend Mr. Peyton on an errand, without 
1 £47 ſeeming to degrade him. © Mr. Peyton, Mr. Peyton,—will you be ſo goo good 4 v7 £ 
as to take a walk to Temple-bar? You will there ſee a chymiſt's ſhop; Halo 
at which you will be pleaſed to buy for me an ounce of oil of vitriol; not 

ſpirit of vitriol, but vil of vitriol. It will coſt three half-pence.” Peyton im- 

mediately went, and returned with it, and told him it coſt but a penny. 

I then reminded him of the ſchoolmaſter's cauſe, and'propoſed to read to 
him the printed papers concerning it. © No, Sir, (ſaid he,) I can read quicker 
than I can hear.” So he read them to himſelf. 

After he had read for ſome time, we were interrupted by the entrance of 

Mr., Kriſtrom, a Swede, who was tutor to ſome young gentlemen. in the city. 

He told. me, that there was a very good Hiſtory of Sweden, by Daline. 

Having at that time an intention of writing the hiſtory of that country, I aſked 

Dr. Johnſon whether one might write a hiſtory of Sweden without going 

thither. © Yes, Sir, (faid he,)' one for common uſe.” 7 

We talked of languages. Johnſon obſerved, that Leibnitz had made ſome 
progreſs in a work, tracing all languages up to the Hebrew. Why, Sir, 

(faid he,) you would not imagine that the French jour, day, is derived from 

the Latin dies, and yet nothing is more certain; and the intermediate ſteps are 

very clear. From dies, comes diurnus. Diu is, by inaccurate ears or inaccu- 

rate pronunciation, eaſily, confounded with giu; then the Italians form a ſub- 

ſtantive of the ablative of an adjective, and thence giurno, or, as they make it, 

giorno; which is readily: contracted into giour, or jour.” He obſerved, that 


the Bohemian language was true eich The Swede ſaid, it had ſome 
ſimilarity 


„,. 
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Smilarity with the German, JornsoN. « Why, Sir, to be ſure, ſuch parts 1772. 
of Sclavonia as confine with Germany, will borrow German words; and ſuch Area G3. 
parts as confine with Tartary, will borrow Tartar words.” 
He faid, he never had it properly aſcertained that the Scotch ee 
and the Iriſh underſtood each other. I told him that my couſin Colonel 
Graham, of the Royal Highlanders, whom I met at Drogheda, told me they 
did. Jonxsox. © Sir, if the Highlanders underſtood Iriſh, why tranſlate the 
New Teſtament into Erſe, as was done lately at Edinburgh, when there is 
an Iriſh tranſlation ?” BoSwELL. © Although the Erſe and Iriſh are both 
dialects of the ſame language, there may be a good deal of diverſity between 
them, as between the different dialects in Italy.—The Swede went away, and 
Mr. Johnſon continued his reading of the papers. I faid, *I am afraid, Sir, 
it is troubleſome to you.“ Wins Sir, (ſaid he,) I do not take much 
delight in it; but I'll go through it.“ e 
We went to the Mitre, and dined in the room where he and I firſt FRE . : 
together. He gave me great hopes of my cauſe. Sir, (ſaid he,) the 
government of a ſchoolmaſter 1s ſomewhat of the nature of military govern- 
ment; that is to ſay, it muſt be arbitrary, it muſt be exerciſed by the will of 
one man, according to particular circumſtances. You muſt ſhew ſome learn- 
ing upon this occaſion. You mult ſhew, that a ſchoolmaſter has a preſcriptive 
right to beat; and that an action of aſſault and battery cannot be admitted 
againſt him, unleſs there is ſome great exceſs, ſome barbarity. This man 
has maimed none of his boys. They are all left with the full exerciſe of 
their corporeal faculties. In our ſchools in England, many boys have been 
maimed ; yet I never heard of an action againſt a ſchoolmaſter on that od] 
account. Puffendorf, I think, maintains the right of a ſchoolmaſter to beat 
his ſcholars.” 
On Saturday, March 27, I introduced to him Sir Alexander Macdonald, | 
with whom he had hs a wiſh to be acquainted. He received him very 
courteouſly. 
Sir Alexander obſerved, that the Chancellors in England are choſen how 
views much inferiour to the office, being choſen from temporary political views. 
Johxso F.“ Why, Sir, in ſuch a government as ours, no man is appointed 
to an office becauſe he is the fitteſt for it, nor hardly in any other govern- 
ment; becauſe there are ſo many connections and dependencies to be ſtudied. 
A deſpotick prince may chooſe a man to an office, merely becauſe he is the fitteſt 
for it. The King of Pruſſia may do it.” Sir A. «I think, Sir, almoſt all great 


lawyers, ſuch at leaſt as have written upon law, have known only law, and 
nothing 


360 


1777. 
IA. 65. wrote upon law; and yet he knew a great many other things, and has written 


A 
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nothing elſe.” JornsoN. © Why no, Sir; Judge Hale was a great lawyer, and 


upon other things. Selden too.“ Sir A. © Very true, Sir; and Lord Bacon. 
But was not Lord Coke a mere lawyer] py Johxsox. “ Why, I am afraid he 
was; but he would have taken it very ill if you had told him ſo. He would 
have proſecuted you for ſcandal.” BoswWELL. Lord Mansfield is not a mere 
lawyer.” Jos. “No, Sir. I never was in Lord Mansfield's company; 
but, Lord Mansfield was diſtinguiſhed at the Univerſity. Lord Mansfield, 
when he came firſt to town, * drank champagne with the wits,” as Prior ſays. 
He was the friend of Pope.” Sir. A. © Barriſters, I believe, are not ſo 
abuſive now 2s they were formerly. I fancy they had leſs law long ago, 
and ſo were 6bliged to take to abuſe, to fill up the time. Now they have 
ſuch a number of precedents, they have no occafion for abuſe.” Johxsox. 


ce Nay, Sir, they had more law long ago than they have now. As to pre- 


cedents, to be ſure they will increaſe in courſe of time; but the more prece- 
dents there are, the leſs occaſion is there for law; that! is to ſay, the leſs 
occaſion is there for inveſtigating principles.“ SIR A. I have been cor- 
recting ſeveral Scotch accents in my friend Boſwell. I goubt; Sir, if any 
Scotchman ever attains to a perfect Engliſh pronunciation,” *. Jonnson, 
“Why, Sir, few of them do, becauſe they do not perſevere after acquiring a 
certain degree of it. But, Sir, there can be no doubt that they may attain to 
a perfect Engliſh pronunciation, if they will. We find how near they come 
to it; and certainly, a man who conquers nineteen parts of the Scottiſh accent, 
may conquer the twentieth. But, Sir, when a man has got the better of nine 
tenths, he grows weary, he relaxes his diligence, he finds he has corrected his 

accent ſo far as not to be diſagreeable, and he no longer deſires his friends to 
tell him when he is wrong; nor does he chooſe to be told. Sir, when people 


watch me narrowly, and 1 do not watch myſelf, they will find me out to be 


of a particular county. In the ſame manner, Dunning may be found out to 


be Xa Devonſhire man. So moſt Scotchmen may be found out. But, Sir, 


little aberrations are of no diſadvantage. I never catched Mallet in a Scotch 
accent; and yet Mallet, I ſuppoſe, was paſt five-and-twenty before he came 


to London.” 


Upon another occaſion I talked to him on this ſubject, having myſelf a 


| ſome pains to improve my pronunciation, by the aid of the late Mr. Love, of 


Drury-lane theatre, when he was a player at Edinburgh, and alſo of old Mr. 
Sheridan. Johnſon faid to me, Sir, your pronunciation is not offenſive.” 
— With 
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With this conceſſion I was pretty well ſatisfied ; and let me give my country- 
men of North-Britain an advice not to aim at abſolute perfection in this reſpect; 


| Scotch, but which is by no means good Engliſh, and makes © the fools who 
uſe it,“ truly ridiculous. Good Engliſh is plain, eaſy, and ſmooth in the 


ciation, which requires perpetual attention, and impoſes perpetual conſtraint, 


in the harmony of the grove, and pleaſe more than if they were all exactly 
alike, I could name ſome gentlemen of Ireland, to whom a flight proportion 
of the accent and recitative of that country is an advantage. The ſame 
obſervation will apply to the gentlemen of Scotland. I do not mean that 


not to ſpeak High Engliſh, as we are apt to call what is far removed from the 


mouth of an unaffected Engliſh gentleman. A ſtudied and factitious pronun- 


is exceedingly diſguſting. A ſmall intermixture of provincial peculiarities | 
may, perhaps, have an agreeable effect, as the notes of different birds concur 


we ſhould ſpeak. as broad as a certain proſperous member of parliament from 


that country; though it has been well obſerved, that © it has been of no ſmall 
uſe to him; as it rouſes the attention of the Houſe by its uncommonneſs ; ; 
and is equal to tropes and figures in a good Engliſh ſpeaker.” I would 
give as an inſtance of what I mean to recommend to my countrymen, the 


pronunciation of the late Sir Gilbert Elliot; and may I preſume to add 
that of the preſent Earl of Marchmont, who told me, with great good 
humour, that the maſter of a ſhop in London, where he was not known, ſaid 


to him, „I ſuppoſe, Sir, you are an American.” © Why ſo, Sir,” (faid 


his Lordſhip.) © Becauſe, Sir, (replied the ſhopkeeper,) you ſpeak. neither 
Engliſh nor Scotch, but ſomething different from both, which I conclude is 
the language of America.” 

BoswELL. “ It: may be of uſe, Sir, to WY a Dictionary to aſcertain the 
pronunciation.“ JohN soN. Why, Sir, my Dictionary ſhews you the 
accents of words, if you can but remember them.“ Bosw ETI. But, Sir, 
we want marks to aſcertain the pronunciation of the vowels. Sheridan, I 
believe, has finiſhed ſuch a work.” Joxnson. “ Why, Sir, conſider how 
much eaſier it is to learn a language by the ear, than by any marks. Sheridan's 
Dictionary may do very well; but you cannot always carry it about with you: 

and, when you want the word, you have not the Dictionary. It is like a man 
who has a ſword that will not draw. It is an admirable ſword, to be ſure: 
but while your enemy is cutting your throat, you are unable to uſe it. Beſides, 
Sir, what entitles Sheridan to fix the pronunciation of Engliſh ? He has, in 
the firſt place, the diſadvantage of being an Iriſhman; and if he ſays he will 
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1772. fix it after the example of the beſt company, why they differ among W 
Fat er. ſelves. J remember an inſtance: when I publiſhed the Plan for my Dictionary, 
h Lord Cheſterfield told me that the word great ſhould be pronounced fo as to 
rhyme to fare; and Sir William Young ſent me word that it ſhould be pro- 
_ nounced ſo as to rhyme to feat, and that none but an Iriſhman would pronounce 
—_ it grait. Now here were two men of the higheſt rank, the one, the beſt 


| 7 "FE 9 e, 8 5 ſpeaker in the Houſe of Lords, the other, the beſt e in the Houſe of 

5 / 3 Z. 3 Commons, differing entirely.“ 
i 92 7 . „ r again viſited him at night. Fi inding him in a very good humour, I ven- 
6 | Pe Chet : 2 14 6 red to lead him to the ſubject of our fituation in a future ſtate, having much 


tu 
2 Larry 2 - BEDS” Ee 2 nd urioſity to know his notions on that point. Joaunson. « Why, Sir, the hap- 
= EF {Cy cell pn unembodied ſpirit will conſiſt in a conſciouſneſs of the favour of 
—_ 2 7” ,-:;;{ Go, the contemplation of truth, and in the poſſeſſion of felicitating ideas.” 0 
* | 4) * „ >» BoswzLL. © But, Sir, is there any harm in our forming to ourſelves conjec- /{.... 
Lett” i 1b 3: * 8 j / 


= | . 0 f . tures as to the particulars of, our happineſs, though the ſcripture has ſaid but“ — 
A i: Ly ta? — * very little on the ſubject? / * We know not what we ſhall be.” Jonxsox,” 1 
a 7 : Ti = 48 „Sir, there 1s no harm. What philoſophy ſuggeſts to us on. this topick is 
. . L. . Probable: what ſcripture tells us is certain. Dr. Henry More has carried it 
1 Tv , , as far as philoſophy can. You may buy both his theological and philoſophical 
—_ works in two volumes folio, for about eight ſhillings.” BoswzLL. «One of WW 


= e the moſt pleaſing thoughts is, that we ſhall ſee our friends again.” Jonxsox. 
= | Jes, Sir; but you muſt conſider, that when we are become purely rational, 
many of our friendſhips will be cut off. Many friendſhips are formed by a 
community of ſenſual pleaſures : all theſe will be cut off. We form many 
friendſhips with bad men, becauſe they have agreeable qualities, and they can 
be uſeful to us; but, after death, they can no longer be of uſe to us. We 
form many friendſhips by miſtake, imagining people to be different from what 
ö they really are. After death, we ſhall ſee every one in a true light. Then, 
1 Sir, they talk. of our meeting our relations :. but then.all relationſhip is diſ- 
ſolved; and we ſhall have no regard for one perſon more than another, but 
for their real value. However, we ſhall either have the ſatisfaction of meeting 
our friends, or be ſatisfied without meeting them.” BoswELLI. et, Sir, we 
ſee in ſcripture that Dives ſtill retained an anxious concern about his brethren.” 
Joungon. * Why, Sir, we muſt either ſuppoſe that paſſage to be metapho- 
rical, or hold with many divines, and all the Purgatorians, that departed ſouls 
do not all at once arrive at the utmoſt perfection of which they are capable.” 
„ Bosw ELI. I think, Sir, that is a very rational ſuppoſition. Johxsox. 
< Why yes, Sir; but we do not know it is a true one. There is no harm in 
4 N : believing 
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*believing i it: but you muſt not compel others to make it an article of ga hm. 


bor it is not revealed.” BoswaLL. © Do you think, Sir, it is wrong in a man F977. 


who holds the doctrine of purgatory, to pray for the ſouls of his deceaſed' 
friends: z Johx SON. Why no, Sir.” BoswELL. «I have been told, that 
in the liturgy of the Epiſcopal Church of Scotland, there was a form of 
prayer for the dead.” JohxN SOV. Sir, it is not in the liturgy which Laud 
framed for the Epiſcopal Church of Scotland : if there is a liturgy older than 
that, I ſhould be glad to ſee it.” BoswsLL. «As to our employment in a 
future ſtate, the ſacred writings ſay little. The Revelation, however, of St. 
John gives us many ideas, and particularly mentions muſick. ””  Jonnson. 


Tn 


“Why, Sir, ideas muſt be given you by means of ſomething which you | 43. 
know: and as to muſick, there are ſome philoſophers and divines who have 9-74 
maintained that we ſhall not be ſpiritualiſed to ſuch a degree, but that ſome-  XH-#+ © 
thing-of matter, very much refined, will remain. In that caſe, mulick may — 


„ 
make a part of our future felicity.“ 15 5 
BoswELL. © I do not know whether there are any well-atteſted 1 0 of the i 5 
appearance of ghoſts. You know there i is a famous ſtory. of the appearance 
of Mrs. Veal, prefixed to © Drelincourt on Death.” Johns. © I believe, 
Sir, that is given up. I believe the woman declared upon her death-bed that 5 


it Was 4 lie.” BoswLL. © This objection is made againſt the truth of ghoſts 
appearing : that if they are in a ſtate of happineſs, it would be a puniſhment | - 
to them to return to this world; and if they are in a ſtate of miſery, it 
would be giving them a reſpite.” Johvso t. Why, Sir, as the happineſs or 
miſery of unembodied ſpirits does not depend upon place, but is intellectual, 

we cannot ſay that they are leſs happy or-leſs miſerable by appearing upon 
earth,” 

We went down between tacks. and one to Mrs. Williams's room, and 
drank tea. I mentioned that we were to have the remains of Mr, Gray, in 
proſe and verſe, publiſhed by Mr. Maſon. Jornsov. © I think we have had 
enough of Gray. I ſee they have publiſhed a ſplendid edition of Akenſide's 
works. One bad Ode may be ſuffered, but a number of them together makes 
one ſick.” BoswtLL. © Akenſide's diſtinguiſhed poem is his © Pleafures of 
the Imagination: but, for my part, I never could admire it ſo much. as molt - 
people do.” Jounson. © Sir, I could not read it through.” ant 1 
have read it through; but I did not find any great power in it.” 

TI mentioned Elwal, the heretick, whoſe trial Sir John Pringle ay given 
me to read. JohxsOoN. © Sir, Mr. Elwal was, I think, an ironmonger at 
Wolverhampton; and he had a mind to make himſelf famous, by being the 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON: 
founder of a new ſect, which he wiſhed much ſhould be called Elxalliant. 


Zn 63. He held, that every thing in the Old Teſtament that Was not- typical, was to 


be of perpetual obſervance ; and ſo he wore a ribband in the plaits of his 
coat, and he alſo wore a beard. I remember I had the-honour of dining i 
company with Mr. Elwal. There was one Barter, a miller, who wrote againſt 
him; and ſo you had © The Controverly between Mr. ELwal and Mr. 


BART ER. To try to make himſelf diſtinguiſhed, he wrote a letter to King 


„ 
3 


George the Second, challenging him to diſpute with him, in which he faid, 
George, if you be afraid to come by yourſelf, to diſpute with a poor old 
man, you may bring a thouſand of your 4/ack-guards with you; and if you 
ſhould ſtill be afraid, you may bring a thouſand of your red-guards.* The 
letter had ſomething of the impudence of Junius to our preſent King. But 
the men of Wolverhampton were not ſo inflammable as the Common Council 


of London; fo Mr. Elwal failed in his ſcheme of are himſelf. a man of 


great conſequence.” 

On Tueſday, March 31, he and 1 dined at General Paolbs. A . 
was ſtarted; whether the ſtate of marriage was natural to man. Johxsox. 
ce Sir, it is ſo far from being natural for a man and woman to live in a ſtate 
of marriage, that we find all the motives which they have for remaining in 
that connection, and the reſtraints which civiliſed ſociety impoſes to prevent 


ſeparation, : are hardly ſufficient to keep them together.” The General faid, that 


in a ſtate of nature a man and woman uniting together would form a ſtrong 


and conſtant affection, by the mutual pleaſure each would receive; and that 


the ſame cauſes of diſſention would not ariſe between them, as occur between 
huſband and wife in a civiliſed ſtate. JohNSON. „Sir, they would have diſſen- 


tions enough, though of another kind. One would chooſe to go a hunting 


in this wood, the other in that; one would chooſe to go a fiſhing in this lake, 
the other in that; or, perhaps, one would chooſe to go a hunting, when the 
other would chooſe to go a fiſhing ; and fo they would part. Beſides, Sir, 
a ſavage man and a ſavage woman meet by chance ; and when. the man ſees. 
another woman that pleaſes him better, he will leave the firſt.” 

We then fell into a diſquiſition whether there is any beauty independent of 
4 oy: The General maintained there was not. Dr. Johnſon maintained that 
there was; ; and he inſtanced a coffee-cup which he held in his hand, the 
painting of which was of no real uſe, as the cup would hold the coffee 


equally well if plain; yet the painting was beautiful. 
We talked of the ſtrange cuſtom of ſwearing in converſation. The General 
faid, that all barbarous nations ſwore e fam a certain violence of temper, that 


i : could 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. |, 
could not be confined to earth, but was always reaching at the powers 


above. He ſaid, too, that there was greater variety of ſwearing, in propor. 
tion as there was a greater variety of religious ceremonies. 
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Dr. Johnſon went home with me to my lodgings in Conduit-ſtreet and 


drank tea, previous to our going to the Py which neither of us had ſeen 


before.  - 


He faid, * Goldſmith's Life of Parnell i is poor; not that it is poorly written, 


but that he had poor materials: for nobody can write the life of a man, but 
thoſe who have eat and drunk and lived in ſocial intercourſe with him.” 


I faid, that if it was not troubleſome and preſuming too much, I would 


' requeſt him to tell me all the little circumſtances of his life; what ſchools he 
attended, when he came to Oxford, when he came to London, &c. &c. He 
did not diſapprove of my curioſity as to theſe ee ; but ſaid, cc They I 
come out by degrees as we talk together.” 


He cenſured Ruff head's Life of Pope; and faid, © 1 knw nothing of Pope; | 
and nothing of poetry.” He praiſed Dr. Joſeph Warton's Eſſay on Pope; but 


faid, he ſuppoſed we ſhould have no more of it, as the authour had not been 


able to perſuade the world to think of Pope as he did. BosweLL. © Why, 
Sir, ſhould that prevent him from continuing his work? He is an ingenious 
Counſel, who has made the moſt of his raufe : he is not obliged to gain it.” 
Joanson. But, Sir, there is a difference when the caufe is of a man's own 

making.” | 

We talked of the proper a of * Joranson. © If I were a man of 
a great eſtate, I would drive all the raſcals whom I did not like out of the 
county at an election.“ 

I aſked him how far he thought wealth ſhould be employed in hoſpitality. 
Jonxsox. © You are to conſider that ancient hoſpitality, of which we hear ſo 
much, was in an uncommercial country, when men being idle, were glad to- 
be entertained at rich men's tables. But in a commercial country, a buſy 
country, time becomes precious, and therefore hoſpitality is not ſo much 
valued. No doubt there is ſtill room for a certain degree of it; and a man 
has a ſatisfaction in ſeeing his friends eating and drinking around him. But 
promiſcuous hoſpitality is not the way to gain real influence. You muſt help. 


ſome people at table before others ; you muſt aſk ſome people how they like- 


their wine oftener than others. You therefore offend more people than you 
pleaſe. You are like the French ſtateſman, who ſaid, when he granted a 


favour, © Far fait dix mẽcontens et un ingrat.” Beſides, Sir, being entertained 


ever fo well at a man's table, impreſſes no laſting regard or eſteem, No, 
Sir, 
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1772. "0 the way to make ſure of power and influence is, by lending money 
FRO confidentially to your neighbours at a ſmall intereſt, or, perhaps, at no intereſt 
at all, and having their bonds in your poſſeſſion.” BoswzLr. < May not a 
man, Sir, employ his riches to advantage in educating young men of merit ?” 
Jonxsox. © Yes, Sir, if they fall in your way ; but if it is underſtood that 
> | you patroniſe young men of merit, you will be harraſſed with ſolicitations. 
'You will have numbers forced uporr you who have no merit; ſome will force 
them upon you from miſtaken partiality ; and ſome from downright intereſted 
motives, without ſcruple ; and you will be diſgraced. 
c Were Ja rich man, I would propagate all kinds of trees that will grow in 
the open air. A green-houſe is childiſh. -I would introduce foreign animals 
into the country; for inſtance, the rein-deer 185 
The converſation now turned on critical ſubjects. . 1 . in 
< The Rehearſal,” is a mighty filly character. If it was intended to be like a 
particular man, it cauld only be diverting while that man was remembered. 
But 1 queſtion whether it was meant for Dryden, as has been reported; for we 
know ſome of the paſſages ſaid to be ridiculed, were written ſince the 
Rehearſal ; at leaſt a paſſage mentioned in the Preface is of a later date.” I 
fete +44 maintained that it had merit as a general ſatire on the ſelf- importance of 


; ' / "1 _ > „ dramatick authours. But even in this light he held 1 it very Cheap. 
27 . 


„ We then walked to the Pantheon. The firſt view of it did not ſtrike us ſo 
„ e thet e as Ranelagh, of which he ſaid, the coup d oeil was the fineſt thing he 
7 had ever ſeen. The truth is, Ranelagh is of a more beautiful form; more of 
it, or rather indeed the whole rotunda, appears at once, and it is better lighted. 
However, as Johnſon obſerved, we ſaw the Pantheon in time of mourning, 
when there was a dull uniformity; whereas we had ſeen Ranelagh when the 
view was enlivened with a gay profuſion of colours. Mrs. Boſville, of Gun- 
thwait, in Yorkſhire, joined us, and entered into converſation with us. Johnſon 
faid to me afterwards, © Sir, this is a mighty intelligent lady.“ 

I faid there was not half a guinea' s worth of pleaſure in ſeeing this place. 
JounsoN. © But, Sir, there is half a guinea's worth of inferiority to other 
people in not having ſeen it.” BoswzLL. © I doubt, Sir, whether there are 
many happy people here.” Joanson. © Yes, Sir, there are many happy 
people here. There are many people here who are watching | hundreds, and 
who think hundreds are watching them.” | 


3 This project has ſince been realiſed. Sir Henry Liddel, who made a ſpirited tour into 
Lapland, brought two rein-deer to his eſtate in N orthumberland, where chey bred; but che race 
has unfortunately periſhed, 

H appening 
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Happening to meet Sir Adam Ferguſſon, I preſented him to Dr. Johnſon, 1772. 
Sir Adam expreſſed ſome apprehenſion that the Pantheon would encourage . 
luxury. „Sir, (ſaid Johnſon, ) I am a great friend to publick amuſements; 
for they keep people from vice. You now (addreſſing himſelf to me,) would 
have been with a wench, had you not been here. O! I forgot you were 
married. | | . 

Sir Adam fuggeſted, that luxury corrupts a people, and deſtroys the ſpirit 
of liberty. JoansoNn. © Sir, that is all viſionary. I would not give half a 
guinea to live under one form of government rather than another. It is of 
no moment to the happineſs of an individual. Sir, the danger of the abuſe _ 
of power is nothing to a private man. What Frenchman is prevented from 
paſſing his life as he pleaſes?” Sir Apam. © But, Sir, in the Britiſh confti- 5 
tution it is ſurely of importance to keep up a ſpirit in the people, ſo as to + OF” 
preſerve a balance againſt the crown.” JornsoN. © Sir, I perceive you are 
a vile Whig. —Why all this childiſh jealouſy of the power of the crown? The 
crown has not power enough, When I fay that all governments are alike, T off 7 
conſider that in no government power can be abuſed long. Mankind will not „ e 
bear it. If a Tovereign oppreſſes his people to a great degree, they will rife Feen. „ 
and cut off his head. There is a remedy in human nature againſt tyranny, * 7 7 . "YL 

that will keep us ſafe under every form of government. Had not the people * 7 5 e. 
of France thought themſelves honoured as ſharing in the brilliant actions of * 
the reign of Lewis XIV. they would not have endured him; and we may ſay * 
the ſame of the King of Pruſſia's people.” Sir Adam introduced the ancient 74 4. 
Greeks and Romans. JohNs ON. © Sir, the maſs of both of them were bar- 
barians. The maſs of every people muſt be barbarous where there is no 
printing, and conſequently knowledge is not generally diffuſed. Knowledge 
is diffuſed among our people by the newſpapers.” Sir Adam mentioned the 
orators, poets, and artiſts of Greece, JonansoN. © Sir, I am talking of the 
maſs of the people. We ſee even what the boaſted Athenians were. The 
little effect which Demoſthenes's orations had upon them, ſhews that they were 
barbarians.” : . 5 

Sir Adam was unlucky in his topicks; for he ſuggeſted a doubt of the pro- 
priety of Biſhops having ſeats in the Houſe of Lords. Joanson. © How ſo, 
Sir? Who is more proper for having the dignity of a peer, than a Biſhop, 
provided a Biſhop be what he ought to be; and if improper Biſhops be 
made, that is not the fault of the Biſhops, but of thoſe who make them.” 

On Sunday, April 5, after attending divine ſervice at St. Paul's church, I 
found him alone. Ot a ſchoolmaſter of his acquaintance, a native of Scot- 
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of Scotland, in their © Book of Diſcipline,” 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
land, he ſaid, © He has a great deal of good about him; but he is alſo very 


Eat 63. defective in ſome reſpects. His inner part 1s good, but his outer part_is 
mighty aukward. You in Scotland do not attain that nice critical ſkill in 


anguages, which we get in our ſchools in England. I would not put a boy 
to him, whom I intended for a man of learning. ' But for the ſons of citizens, 
who are to learn a little, get good morals , and then go to trade, he may do 
very we - 

I nba] a cauſe in which I had: appeared as counſel at the bar of the 


/ 4 — General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, where a Probationer, (as one 
A 22 licenſed to preach, but not yet ordained, is called,) was oppoſed in his appli- 
cation to be inducted, becauſe it was alledged that he had been guilty of 


fornication five years before. JoHNSON. “ Why, Sir, if he has repented, it 
is not a ſufficient objection. A man who is good enough to. go to heaven, is 
good enough to be a clergyman.“ This was a humane and liberal ſentiment. 


But the character of a clergyman is more ſacred than that of an ordinary 


Chriſtian. As he is to inſtruct with authority, he ſhould be regarded with 


reverence, as one upon whom divine truth has had the effect to ſet him above 


ſuch tranſgreſſions, as men leſs exalted by ſpiritual habits, and yet upon the 


hole not to be excluded from heaven, have been betrayed into by the predo- 


minance of paſſion. That clergymen may be conſidered as ſinners in general, 


as all men are, cannot be denied; but this reflection will not counteract their 
good precepts ſo much, as the abſolute knowledge of their having been guilty 


of certain ſpecifick immoral acts. I told him, that by the rules of the Church 
if a ſcandal, as it is called, is not 
proſecuted for five years, it cannot afterwards be proceeded upon, unleſs it be 
of a heinous nature, or again become flagrant; and that hence a queſtion 
aroſe, whether fornication was a ſin of a heinous nature; and that I had main- 
tained, that it did not deſerve that epithet, in as much as it was not one of 
thoſe ſins which argue very great depravity of heart : in ſhort, was not, in the 
general acceptation of mankind, a heinous fin. Joansown. © No, Sir, it is 


not a heinous fin. A heinous ſin is that for which a man is puniſhed with 


death or baniſhment.” BoswzLL. © But, Sir, after I-had argued that it was 
not a heinous fin, an old clergyman roſe up, and repeating the text of 
ſcripture denouncing judgement againſt whoremongers, aſked, whether, con- 


ſidering this, there could be any doubt of fornication being a heinous fin. 
Joanson. © Why, Sir, obſerve the word whoremonger. Every in, if per- 


ſiſted in, will become. heinous. Whoremonger is a dealer in whores, as 


ironmonger is a dealer in iron. But as you don't call a man an ironmonger for 
| buying 
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buying and ſelling a pen-knife ſo you don't call a man a whoremonger for 1772. 
getting one wench with child. . 


I ſpoke of the inequality of the livings of the clay in England, and the 


ſcanty proviſions of ſome of the Curates. Joansown. «© Why, yes, Sir; but g 

it cannot be helped. You muſt conſider, that the revenues of the clergy are 8 
not at the diſpoſal of the ſtate, like the pay of the army. Different men VV 

have founded different churches; and ſome are better endowed, ſome worſe. 


The State cannot interfere and make an equal diviſion of what has been par- 


ticularly appropriated. Now when a clergyman has but a ſmall hving, or 


for the one than the other; it being much eaſier for them to hear a . 
than to fix their minds on prayer. 


where was a young officer in the regimentals of the Scots Royal, who talked | 
with a vivacity, fluency, and preciſion ſo uncommon, that he attracted parti- e „ 
cular attention. He proved to be the Honourable Thomas Erſkine, youngeſt | 


even two ſmall livings, he can afford very little to a Curate.” 


He ſaid, he went more frequently to church when there were prayers only, 
than when there was alſo a ſermon, as the people required more an example * 


On Monday, April 6, I dined with him at Sir F Macdonald's, Y . 1 4 


brother to the Earl of Buchan, who has ſince riſen into ſuch brilliant repu- 
tation at the bar in Weſtminſter-hall. | 3 
Fielding being mentioned, Johnſon exclaimed, © he was a Sc, ” ad: 


a upon my expreſſing my aſtoniſhment at ſo ſtrange an aſſertion, he ſaid, © What 


„ Surely, Sir, Richardſon is very tedious.” Joanson. © Why, Sir, if you 


the teſt of publick opinion with ſuch ſucceſs, as to have eſtabliſhed its great 
merit, both for the ſtory, the ſentiments, and the manners, and alſo the 


— 


life?“ Jonnsow. „ Why, Sir, it is of very low life. Richardſon uſed to ſay, 


have already given my opinion of Fielding; but cannot refrain from repeating 


I mean by his being a blockhead is, that he was a barren raſcal.” BoswzLL. , — 
« Will you not allow, Sir, that he draws very natural pictures of human is 


that had he not known who Fielding was, he ſhould have believed he was an 
oftler. Sir, there is more knowledge of the heart in one letter of Richardſon's, 4 
than in all? Tom Jones.” I, indeed, never read Joſeph Andrews.” ExsK INE. | 


were to read Richardſon for the ſtory, your impatience would be ſo much 
fretted, that you would hang yourſelf. But you muſt read him for the ſenti- iP! 
ment, and conſider the ſtory as only giving occaſion to the ſentiment.” — | | | i | 


here my wonder at Johnſon's exceſſive and unaccountable depreciation of one 
of the beſt writers that England has produced « Tom Jones” has ſtood 


varieties of diction, ſo as to leave no doubt of its having an animated truth of 


execution throughout. eg A.. 3 L 7 ea bf 1 . CO 2 coed 7 
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e, ER$KINE. © He is a fool, but you are not a rogue.“ 


at. E. 


had choſen as a whimſical one. 
about the court of James the Firſt. He had a mixture of learning, of wit, 


C Nay, gentlemen, let us not aggravate the matter. It is not rogue 


THE LITE Or DR. JOHNSON. 
A bock of travels, lately publiſhed under the title of Coriat Junior, and 
written by Mr. Paterſon, the auctioneer, was mentioned. Johnſon” ſaid, this 


book was an imitation of Sterne, and not of Coriat, whoſe name Paterſon 
« Tom Coriat, (faid -he,) was a humouriſt 


and of buffoonery. He firſt travelled through Europe, and publiſhed his 


travels. He afterwards travelled on foot through Aſia, and had made many 
remarks ; but he died at Mandoa, and his remarks were loſt.” T. 


We talked of gaming, and animadverted on it with ſeverity. Jonnsox. 
to 
Play with a man who 1 who is ignorant of the game, while you are maſter of it, 


Fand To win his money; - for he thinks he can play better than you, as you 
Wik Jou can ph play better than he; and the OT ſkill carries it.” 


Jonxsox. «That's 


. much about the truth, Sir. It muſt be conſidered, that a man who only does 


12 fe 


2 ſo produces intermediate good.“ 


. not only read prayers, but preached two ſermons to the regiment. 


_— what every) the ſociety to which he belongs would do, is not a diſ- 
5 „ nn man. 745 K e republick of Sparta it was agreed, that ſtealing was not 
. . diſhonourable, if not diſcovered Y I do not commend a ſociety where there is 
ge, an agreement that what would not otherwiſe be fair, ſhall be fair ; but I main- 
4D 1 * WY tain, that an Incividual of any ſociety, who practiſes what is allowed, is not 

{if £4, '- a diſhoneſt man.” BoswzLL. © So then, Sir, you do not think ill of a man 
Wd fat 7 who wins perhaps forty thouſand pounds in a winter ?” JohxSsON. “ Sir, I 
3 Roth do not call a-gameſter a diſhoneſt man; but I call him an unſocial man, an 


unprofitable man. Gaming is a mode of transferring property without 
producing any intermediate good. Trade goes employment to numbers, and 


Mr. Erſkine told us, that when he was in the iſland of Minorca, he 
He 


o 


"ſeemed to object to the paſſage in ſcripture where we are told that the 


| angel of the Lord ſmote i in one night forty thouſand Aſſyrians. Sir, (ſaid 


Johnſon, ) you ſhould recollect that there was a ſupernatural interpoſition ; they 


Lord' went about and ſtabbed each of them. with a dagger, or knocked them 
on the head, man by ma 


After Mr. Erſkine pay gone, a diſcuſſion took place, whether the pre- 
ſent Earl of Buchan, when Lord Cardroſs, did right to refuſe to go Secre- 
tary of the Embaſſy to Spain, when Sir James Gray, a man of inferiour 
rank, went NR Segura 


; Þ ! 9 


»S4, 


Juden. 1 perhaps in point of 


} | intereſt 


were deſtroyed by peſtilence, You are not to ſuppoſe that the angel of the 
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Jatereft he did wrong ; but in point of dignity he did wel. Sir Alexander 
inſiſted that he was wrong, and faid that Mr. Pitt intended it as an advan- 


tageous thing for him. Why, Sir, (ſaid Johnſon,) Mr. Pitt might think 


it an advantageous thing for him to make him a vintner, and get him all the 
Portugal trade; but he would have demeaned himſelf ſtrangely had he 
accepted of ſuch a fituation. Sir, had he gone Secretary while his inferiour 
was Ambaſſadour, he would have been a traitor to his rank and family.“ 4 

I talked of the little attachment which ſubſiſted between near relations in 
London. « Sir, (ſaid Johnſon,) in a country ſo commercial as ours, where 
every man can do for himſelf, there is not ſo much occaſion for that attach- 
ment. No man is thought the worſe of here, whoſe brother was hanged. 
In uncommercial countries, many of the branches of a family muſt depend 


on the ſtogk ; ſo, in order to make the head of the family take care of them, 


chey are repreſented as connected with his reputation, that, ſelf-love being inte- 
reſted, he may exert himſelf to promote their intereſt. You have firſt large 
circles, or clans ; as commerce increaſes, the connection is confined to families. 
By degrees, that too goes off, as having become unneceſſary, and there being 


few opportunities of intercourſe. One brother is a merchant in the city, and 
another 1s an officer in the guards, How little intercourſe can theſe two 


have 1 35 


1 argued warmly for the old feudal ſyſtem. Sir 1 5 it, "and 


talked of the pleaſure of ſeeing all men free and independent. JornsoN. 
J agree with Mr. Boſwell that there muſt be a high ſatisfaction in being 
a feudal Lord; but we are to conſider, that we ought not to with to have a 
number of men unhappy for the ſatisfaction of one.” —1 maintained that 
numbers, namely, the vaſſals or followers, were not unhappy, for that there 
was a reciprocal ſatisfaction between the Lord and them: he being kind in his 


authority over them; they being reſpectful and faithful to him. 


On Thurſday, April 9, I called on him to beg he would go and dine with 
me at the Mitre tavern. He had reſolved not to dine at all this day, I know 
not for what reaſon ; and I was fo unwilling- to be deprived of his company, 


that I was content to ſubmit to ſuffer a want, which was at firſt ſomewhat | 


painful, but he ſoon. made me forget it; and a man is always pleaſed with him- 
felf when he finds his intellectual inclinations predominate. | 


He obſerved, that to reaſon too i on the nature of prayer, 


was very unprofitable. 


Talking of ghoſts, he faid, he knew one friend, who was an honeſt man 
and a ſenſible man, who told him he had ſeen a ghoſt, old Mr. Edward 


B b b 2 | Cave, 
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1772. Cave, the printer at St. John's Gate. He faid, Mr. Cave did not. like to tall 
Tes. of it, but ſeemed to be in great horrour whenever it was mentioned. BoswzLL. 
5 | « Pray, Sir, what did he fay was the e * nm E Way ak 
wht / ſom ething of a ſhadowy being.” 
l et e I mentioned witches, and aſked him what they properly meant. Jon NSON. 
22 z, 2 « Why, Sir, they properly mean thoſe who make uſe of the aid of evil ſpirits.” 
| mm — - BosWELL. © There is no doubt, Sir, a general report and belief of their 


i; my 2 having exiſted,” Jornsow. © Sir, you have not only the general report and 
WAR belief, but you have many voluntary folemn confeſſions.” He did not affirm 
3 


n any thing poſitively upon a ſubject which it is the faſhion of the times to laugh 
— RR {lf at as a matter of abſurd credulity. He only ſeemed willing, as a candid 
nt; 224 enquirer aſter truth, however ſtrange and in 2 to ſhew that he under- 4 
=; D Rood-what might be urged for it*. «2 fe. E echt foot gon el 
| o tht . On Friday, April 10, I dined with him at af General VO e 85 where 1 we 
nbd . found Pr. Goldſmith. 


Armorial bearings having been mitoned, Johnſon - ſaid, they were as 
ancient as the ſiege of Thebes, which he proved by a paſſage in one of the 
= | ; _ tragedies of Euripides. 
. 4 ES EE : I . ] ſtarted the queſtion whether duelling was conſiſtent Py moral Pos The 


14 4 


. 1 brave old General fired at this, and ſaid, with a lofty air, « Undoubtedly a man 
„bas a fight to defend his honour.” Gorpsurrn, (turning to me.) . aſk you 
1 Tad 7 994 fac? SW firſt, Sir, what you would do if you were affronted ?” I anſwered I ſhould 
24 © OP think it neceſſary to fight. © Why then (replied Goldfmith,) that ſolves the 
1 2 85 queſtion.” Joansox. © No, Sir, it does not ſolve 5 queſtion. It does not 
79 | . follow that what a man would do is therefore right. I faid, I wiſhed to have Ak +? 
1 r 2 A it ſettled, whether duelling was contrary to the laws of _ Chriſtianity. „ pho 
—_—,” immediately entered on the ſubje&, and treated it in a maſterly n manner; and o 
"8 7 7 5 far as I have been able to recollect, his thoughts were theſe : „Sir, as men 
_ become in.a high degree refined, various cauſes of offence arife ; which are 
 ' conſidered to be of ſuch. i importance, that life muſt be ſtaked to atone for 
Bl | them, though in reality they are not ſo. A body that has received a very fine 
"Ji poliſh may be eaſily hurt. Before men arrive at this artificial refinement, if 
14 CVñ⁵ F one tells his neighbour he lies, his neighbour tells him he lies; if one gives 
[ i L - his neighbour a blow, his neighbour gives him a blow: but in a ſtate. of 
9 highly * Ocety,. an affront 1 is held to be a ſerious injury. It muſt, 
f | 7 See this curious TR treated by him with moſt a acute . hs Journal of a Tour to the 
* Hebrides,” 3d edit. p. 33. 
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THE LIFE OF DR JOHNSON: 373 
therefore, be reſented, or rather a duel:muſt be fought upon it; as men have 1772. 
agreed to baniſn from their ſociety one who puts up with an affront without 2 
fighting a duel. Now, Sir, it is never unlawful to fight in ſelf-defence. He, 
then, who fights a duel, does not fight from paſſion againſt his antagoniſt, but 
out of ſelf-defence ;. to avert the ſtigma of the world, and to prevent himſelf 8 


from being driven out of ſociety. I could wiſh that there was not that ſuper- 
fluity of refinement; but while ſuch notions prevail, no doubt a man may 


lawfully: fight a duel.” at ro het . ban, wnde M d , L dg. e 


Let it be remembered, that this juſtification is applicable only to the perſon 
who receives an affront. All mankind muſt condemn the aggreſſor. 

The General told us, that when he was a very young man, I think only 
fifteen, ſerving under Prince Eugene of Savoy, he was ſitting in a company 
at table with a Prince of Wirtemberg. The Prince took up a glaſs of wine;, 
and, by a fillip, made ſome of it fly in Oglethorpe's face. Here was a nice 
dilemma. To have challenged him inſtantly, might have fixed a quarrelſome 
character upon the young ſoldier : to have taken no notice of it might have 
been conſidered as cowardice. Oglethorpe, therefore, keeping his eye upon 
the Prince, and ſmiling all the time, as if he took what his Highneſs had 
done in jeſt, ſaid, © Mon Prince,—” (I forget the French words he uſed, the 
purport however was,) © That's a good joke; but we do it much better in 
England; and threw a whole glaſs of wine in the Prince's face. An old: 
General who fat by, ſaid, Dl a bien fait, mon Prince, vous Þavez commence 
and. thus all ended in good humour. 

Dr. Johnſon faid, © Pray, General; give us an account of the * of 
Bender.” Upon which the General, pouring a little wine upon the table, 
deſcribed every thing with a wet finger: © Here were we, here were. the 
Turks,” &c. &c. Johnſon liſtened with the cloſeſt attention. 

A queſtion was ſtarted; how far people who diſagree in any capital point 
can live in friendſhip together. Johnſon ſaid they might. Goldſmith ſaid they 
could not, as they had not the idem velle atque idem nolle—the fame likings and the 
ſame averſions. Joanson. Why, Sir, you muſt ſhun the ſubject as to which 
you diſagree. For inſtance, I can live very well with Burke: I love his know- 
ledge, his genius, his diffuſion, and affluence of converſation ; but I would not 
talk to him of the Rockingham party.” Gol DsMITH. © But, Sir, when people 
live together who have ſomething as to which they diſagree, and which they 
want to ſhun, they will be in the ſituation mentioned in the ſtory of Bluebeard ; 
© You may look into all the chambers but one.” But we ſhould have the 


greateſt inclination to look into that charaber, to talk of that ſubject.“ Jonnson, . 
(with 


— 
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374 Ins LIFE Or DR. JOHNSON. 
1772+ (with a loud voice.) “ Sir, I am 1 t ſaying; that you could live in friendſhip 
5 Tat. 63. with a man from hom you dier as to ſome point: I am only . that 


I could do it. You put me in mind of Sappho 1 in Ovid.“ 

SGoldſmith told us, that he was now buſy in writing a antyral hiſtory, 3 

that he might have full leiſure for it, he had taken lodgings at a farmer's 

| | | houſe, near to the ſix mile · ſtone, on the Edgeware- road, and had carried down 
g his books, in two returned poſt-chaiſes. He ſaid, he believed the farmer's | 
: family thought him an odd character, ſimilar to that in which the Spe#ator 
appeared to his landlady and children: he was The Gentleman. Mr. Mickle, 

the tranſlator of © The Luſiad, and I, went to viſit him at this place a few 

5 1 afterwards. He was not at home; but having a curioſity to ſee his apart- 
ment, we went in and found curious ſcraps of deſcriptions « of nich, ſcrawled 

upon the walls with a black lead pencil. 

The ſubject of ghoſts having been introduced, Johnſon gegend What: bs 
had told me of a friend of his, an honeſt man and a man of ſenſe, having 
2 ; SH aſſerted to him that he had ſeen an apparition. Goldſmith told us, he was 
=—_ - 1 aſſured by his brother, the Reverend Mr. Goldſmith, that he alſo had ſeen 
| one. General Oglethorpe told us, that Pendergraſt, an officer in the Duke of 
Marlborough's army, had mentioned to many of his friends that he ſhould die 
on a particular day. That upon that day a battle took place with the French; 

0 8 that after it was over, and Pendergraſt was ſtill alive, his brother officers, 
while they were yet in the field, jeſtingly aſked him where was his prophecy 
now. Pendergraſt gravely anſwered, © I {hall die, notwithſtanding what you 
NE ſee.” Soon afterwards there came a ſhot from a French battery, to which the 
| orders for a ceſſation of arms had not yet reached, and he was killed upon the 
| ſpot. Colonel Cecil, who took poſſeſſion of his effects, found in his pocket- 
book the following ſolemn entry: 9 5 
Here the date.] < Dreamt—or— — as Sir fd F Grad meets me : 
(here the very day on which he was killed was mentioned.) Pendergraſt had 
been a witneſs againſt Sir John Friend, who was executed for high treaſon. 
1 j 74. General Oglethorpe ſaid, he was in company with Colonel Cecil when Pope 
, came and enquired into the truth of this ſtory, which.made a gent: wißt at the 
JETT, 749 28 and was then confirmed by the Colonel. ® —_—- 
4 4 4 [Ek 6 Þ I. On Saturday, April 1 1, he appdſtetf ine to come to TL in he evening, 
„ TY dl ho when he ſaid he ſhould be at t leiſure to give me ſome aſlſtance for the defence 
E- 
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of H e, the ſchoolmaſter of Campbelltown, for whom I was to appear in the 
Houſe of Lords. When I came, I found him unwilling to exert himſelf. I 
preſſed him to write down his thoughts upon the "ulyebt. He ſaid, « There's 
no occaſion for my writing. I'll talk to you.” He was, however, at laſt 
prevailed: on to dictate to me, while I wrote as follows: 107 t 
c The charge is, that he has uſed immoderate and cruel correction. Cor 
rection, in itſelf; is not cruel ; children, being not reaſonable, can be governed 


375 
1772. 


— 
Etat. 63. 


only by fear. To impreſs this fear, is therefore one of the firſt duties of thoſe 


who have the care of children. It is the duty of a parent; and has never 
been thought inconſiſtent with parental tenderneſs. It is the duty of a maſter, 
who is in his higheſt exaltation when he is loco parentis. Yet, as good things 
become evil by exceſs, correction, by being immoderate, may become cruel. 

But when is correction immoderate? When it is more frequent or more 
ſevere than 1s. required ad monendum et docendum, for reformation and inſtruc- 
tion. No ſeverity is cruel which obſtinacy makes neceſſary; for the greateſt 
cruelty would be to deliſt, and leave the ſcholar too. careleſs for 1 


—— — 


too much hardened for reproof. Locke, in his treatiſe of Education, mentions 


a mother, with applauſe, who whipped an infant eight times. before ſhe had 
ſubdued it; for had ſhe topped: at the ſeventh act of correction, her daughter, 
ſays he, would have been ruined. The degrees of obſtinacy in young minds 
are very different; as different muſt be the degrees of perſevering ſeverity. 
A ſtubborn ſcholar muſt be corrected till he is ſubdued. The diſcipline of a 
ſchool is military. There muſt be either unbounded licence or abſolute autho- 
rity. The maſter who puniſhes, not only conſults the future happineſs of him 
who is the immediate ſubje& of correction; but he propagates obedience 
through the whole ſchool, and eſtabliſhes regularity by exemplary juſtice. 
The victorious obſtinacy of a ſingle boy would make his future endeavours 


of reformation or inſtruction totally ineffectual. Obſtinacy, therefore, muſt 


never be victorious. Yet, it is well known, that there ſometimes occurs a 
fullen and hardy reſolution, that laughs at all common puniſhment, and bids 
defiance to all common degrees of pain. Correction mult be proportioned 
to occaſions. The flexible will be reformed by gentle diſcipline, and the 
refractory muſt be ſubdued by harſher methods. The degrees of ſcholaſtick, 
as of military puniſhment, ro ſtated rules can aſcertain. It muſt be enforced 
till! it overpowers temptation; till ſtubbornneſs beeomes flexible, and perverſe- 
neſs regular. Cuſtom and reaſon have, indeed, ſet ſome bounds to ſcholaſtick 
penalties. The ſchoolmaſter inflicts no capital puniſhments ; ; nor enforces his 
edicts by either death or mutilation. The civil law has wiſely determined, 


that 
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that a maſter who ſtrikes at a ſcholar's eye ſhall be conſidered: as criminal. 


5 K. But puniſhments, however ſevere, that produce no laſting evil, may be juſt 


1 
5 

" 8 Te 
r 4 


2 
5 


—— 4 — 8— —— 32 


and reaſonable, becauſe they may be neceſſary. Such have been the puniſh- 
ments uſed by the reſpondent. No ſcholar has gone from him either blind or 


lame, or with any of his limbs or powers injured or impaired. They were 
irregular, and he puniſhed them: they were obſtinate, and he enforced his 
puniſhment. But, however provoked, he never exceeded the limits of mode- 


-ration, for he inflicted nothing beyond preſent pain ; and how much of that 
was required, no man is ſo little able to determine as thoſe who have deter- 
mined againſt him; — the parents of the offenders.—Tt has been ſaid, that he 
uſed unprecedented and im proper inſtruments of correction. Of this accuſa- 
tion the meaning is not very eaſy to be found. No inſtrument of correction 
is more proper than another, but as it is better adapted to produce preſent 


pain without laſting miſchief. Whatever were his inſtruments, no laſting miſ- 
chief has enſued; and therefore, however unuſual, in hands ſo cautious they 
were proper,—It has been objected, that the reſpondent admits the charge of 
cruelty, by producing no evidence to confute it. Let it be conſidered, that 
his ſcholars are either diſperſed at large in the world, or continue to inhabit 
' the place in which they were bred. Thoſe who are diſperſed cannot be found: 

thoſe who remain are the ſons of his perſecutors, and are not likely to ſupport 


a a man to whom their fathers are enemies. If it be ſuppoſed that the enmity 


of their fathers proves the Juſtice of the charge, it muſt be conſidered how 
often experience ſhews us, that men who are angry on one ground will accuſe 
on another ; with how little kindneſs, i in a town of low trade, a man who lives by 
learning is regarded ; and how implicitly, where the inhabitants are not very 
rich, a rich man is hearkened to and followed. In a place like Campbell 
town it is eaſy for one of the principal inhabitants to make a party. It is eaſy 
for that party to heat themſelves with imaginary grievances. It is eaſy for 
them to oppreſs a man poorer than themſelves; and natural to affert the 
_ dignity of riches, by perſiſting in oppreſſion. The argument which attempts 
to prove the impropriety of reſtoring him to his ſchool, by alledging that he 


has loſt the confidence of the people, is not the ſubje& of juridical conſidera- 
tion; for he is to ſuffer, if he muſt ſuffer, not for their judgement, but for 


his own actions. It may be convenient for them to have another maſter ; but 
it is a convenience of their own making. It would be likewiſe convenient 
for him to find another ſchool; but this convenience he cannot obtain.— The 
queſtion is not what is now convenient, but what 1 is generally right, If the 


people 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. * ä 
people of Campbelltown be diſtreſſed by the reſtoration of the reſpondent, 1772. : | _ 
they are diſtreſſed only by their own fault; by turbulent paſſions and unrea- Ea — 
ſonable deſires; by tyranny, which law has defeated, and by malice which 
virtue has ſurmounted,” | 

5 This, Sir, (faid he,) you are to turn in your mind, and make the beſt | 
uſe of it you can 1n your ſpeech.” 

Of our friend Goldſmith he ſaid, “ Sir, he is fo much afraid of being 
unnoticed, that he often talks merely leſt you ſhould forget that he is in the 
company.” BoswELL. © Yes, he ſtands forward.” TJornson. © True, Sir; 
but if a man is to ſtand forward, he ſhould wiſh to do it not in an aukward poſ- 

ture, not in rags, not ſo as that he ſhall only be expoſed to ridicule.” BoswzLL. 
« For my part, I like very well to hear honeſt Goldſmith talk away careleſsly. 
Joanson. © Why yes, Sir; but he ſhould not like to hear himſelf.” 

On Tueſday, April 14, the decree of the Court of Seſſion in the ſchool- 
maſter's cauſe was reverſed in the Houſe of Lords, after a very eloquent 
ſpeech by Lord Mansfield, who ſhewed himſelf an adept in ſchool diſcipline, 

but I thought was too rigorous towards my client. On the evening of the | 
next day I ſupped with Dr. Johnſon, at the Crown and Anchor tavern, in the + 1 
Strand, in company with Mr. Langton and his brother-in-law, Lord Binning. 
I repeited a ſentence of Lord Mansfield's ſpeech, of which, by the aid of Mr. 
- * Longlands, the ſolicitor on the other ſide, who obligingly allowed me to com- 
pare his note with my own, I have a ful copy: © My Lords, ſeverity i is not 
the way to govern either boys or men.” © Nay, (ſaid Johnſon,) it is the way . * lege, d : 
to govern them. I know not whether it be the way to mend them.” | 
I talked of the recent expulſion of fix ſtudents from the Univerſity of 
Oxford, ho ere. methodiſts; and Quld not deſiſt from publickly praying 
and exhorting. Joanson. „Sir, that expulſion was extremely juſt and 
proper. What have they to do at an Univerſity who are not willing to be 
taught, but will preſume to teach? Where is religion to be learnt but at an 
Univerſity? Sir, they were examined, and found to be mighty ignorant 
fellows.” BoswsLL. © But, was it not hard, Sir, to expel them, for I am = 
told they were good beings ?” JohxsON. © Sir, I believe they might be good . ; 4 Ho 
beings ; but they were not fit to be in the Univerſity of Oxford. A cow isa |, _ Jon BD, -— "4 MM 
very. good animal in the field ; but we turn her out of a garden.” Lord C — A gt 3 
Elibank uſed to repeat this as an illuſtration uncommonly happy. 6+ l. 7 — 

Deſirous of calling Johnſon forth to talk, and exerciſe his wit, tnough I — wb =_ 

ſhould myſelf be the object of it, I reſolutely ventured to-undertake the ER 


defence of convivial indulgence in wine, though he was not to-night in the 
TE 2 3 Da ale ccc : moſt 
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bk THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
moſt genial humour. After urging. the common plauſible topicks, I at laſt 


SEE had recourſe to the maxim, in vino veritas; a man who is well warmed with 
* 03 


wine will ſpeak truth. Jonxsox. « Why, Sir, that may be an argument for 
drinking, if you ſuppoſe men in general to be liars. But, Sir, I would not 
keep company with a fellow who lyes as long as he is ſober, and whom you 
muſt make drunk before you can get a. word of truth out of him.” Jules; 

Mr. Langton told us he was about to eſtabliſh a ſchool upon his eſtate, but 
it had been ſuggeſted to him, that it might have a tendency to make the 
people leſs induſtrious. JOHNSON. © No, Sir. While learning to read and 


write is a diſtinction, the few who have that diſtinction may be the leſs inclined 


to work: but when every body learns to read and write, it is no longer a 
diſtinction. A man who has a laced waiſtcoat is too fine a man to work ; but if 
every body had laced waiſtcoats, we ſhould have people working in laced waiſt- 


coats. There are no people whatever more induſtrious, none who work more, 
than our manufacturers; yet they have all learnt to read and write. Sir, 
you muſt not neglect doing a thing immediately good, from fear of remote 


evil; from fear of its being abuſed. / A man who has candles may fit up too 


| hate, which he would not do if he had not candles; but rlobody will deny that 
the art of making candles, by which light is continued to us beyond the time 


that the ſun. gives us light, is a valuable art, and ought to be preſerved.” 
BoswELL. © But, Sir, would it not be better to follow Nature; and go to 
bed and riſe juſt as Nature gives us light or with-holds it?” Joanson, * No, 
Sir; for then we ſhould have no kind of equality in the partition of our time 


between ſleeping and waking. It would be very different in different ſeaſons. 
and in different places. In ſome of the northern parts of Scotland how little 
light is there in the depth of winter! 


G A by (hed H, 
We talked of Tacitus, and I hazarded an opinion, that with all his merit 
for penetration, ſhrewdneſs of judgement, and terſeneſs of expreſſion, he was 


too compact, too much broken into hints, as it were, and therefore too diffi- 
cult ta be underſtood. To my great ſatisfaction Dr. Johnſon ſanctioned this 


opinion, © Tacitus, Sir, ſeems to me rather to have made notes for an hiſ- 


torical work; 2 to have written a hiſtory *. IE 


Mrs. Piozzi, in ber 99 Anecdotes,” P+ 261, has given an erroneous account of this incident, 
as of many others. She pretends to relate it from recollection, as if ſhe herſelf had been preſent; 
when the fact is, that it was communicated to her by r me. he has repreſented it as a per- 
ſonality, and the true point has eſcaped her. 

s It is remarkable, that Lord Monboddo, whom on account of his reſembling Dr. Johnſon. in 
fome particulars, Foote called an Elzevir edition of him, has, by coincidence, made tha very 
ame remark. Origin and Progreſs of Language, vol. iii. 2d edit. p- 219. 
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At us time it appears from his “Prayers and Meditations,” that he had 1772. 
n more than commonly diligent in religious duties, particularly in reading 2 
the holy ſoriptures. It was Paſſion Week, that folemm ſeaſon which the 45 
Chriſtian world has appropriated to the commemoration of the myſteries af dd 7 
dur redemption, and during which, whatever [embers of religion are in 


ar” 


| breaſts, will be kindled into pious warmth. 4. 
PE 


I paid him ſhort viſits both on Friday and Saturday, and ſeeing his 1 
folio Greek Teſtament before him, beheld him with a reverential awe, and 
would not intrude upon his time. While he was thus employed to ſuch good 
purpoſe, and while his friends in their intercourſe with him conſtantly found 
a vigorous intellect and a lively imagination, it is melancholy to read in his 
private regiſter, « My mind is unſettled and my memory confuſed. I have 
of late turned my thoughts with a very uſeleſs earneſtneſs upon paſt incidents. 
I have yet got no command over my thoughts; an unpleaſing incident is almoſt 

certain to hinder my reſt7,” What philoſophick heroiſm was it in him to 
appear with ſuch manly fortitude to the world, while he was inwardly ſo diſ- 
treſſed! We may ſurely believe that the myſterious principle of being © made 
perfect through ſuffering,” was to be ſtrongly exemplified in him. . 
On Sunday, April 19, being Eaſter-day, General Paoli and I paid him a 
viſit before dinner. We talked of the notion that blind perſons can diſtinguiſh 
colours by the touch. Johnſon ſaid, that Profeſſor Sanderſon mentions his 
Having attempted to do it, but that he found he was aiming at an impoſſibility; 
chat to be ſure a difference in the ſurface makes the difference of colours; but 
that difference is ſo fine, that it is not ſenſible to the touch. The General 
mentioned jugglers and fraudulent gameſters, who could know cards by the 
touch. Dr. Johnſon ſaid, © the cards uſed by ſuch mom muſt be leſs 
poliſhed than ours commonly are.“ 
We talked of ſounds. The General ſaid, there was no beauty | in a ſimple 
ſound but only in an harmonious compoſition of ſounds. I preſumed to differ 
from this opinion, and mentioned the ſoft and ſweet ſound of a fine woman's 
voice. Jonxsov. © No, Sir, if a ſerpent or a toad uttered it, you would think 
it ugly.” Boswrl . “So you would think, Sir, were a beautiful tune to be 
uttered by one of thoſe animals.” Joanson. © No, Sir, it would be admired. 
We have ſeen fine fidlers whom we liked as little as toads,” (laughing). 

Talking on the ſubject of taſte in the arts, he ſaid, that difference of taſte 
was, in truth, difference of ſkill. BoswzLL, © But, Sir, is there not a quality 


7 Prayers and Meditations, p. 111. . 
See called 
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1772. called taſte, which conſiſts merely in perception or in liking? For inſtance, 
. we find people differ much as to what is the beſt ſtyle of Engliſh ene. 
Some think Swift's the beſt; others prefer a fuller and grander way of writing.” 
 JoansoN. © Sir, you muſt firſt define what you mean by ſtyle, before you can 
judge who has a good taſte in ſtyle; and who has a bad. The two claſſes of 
perſons whom you have mentioned don't differ as to good and bad. They both 
agree that Swift has a good neat ſtyle; but one loves a neat ſtyle, another loves a 
ſtyle of more ſplendour. In like manner, one loves a plain coat, another loves 
a laced coat; but neither will deny that each is good in its kind.?“ 
While I remained in London this ſpring, I was with him at ſeveral other 
times, both by himſelf and in company. I dined with him one day at the 
Crown and Anchor tavern, in the Strand, with Lord Elibank, Mr. Langton, 
and Dr. Vanſittart of Oxford. Without ſpecifying each particular day, I have 
preſerved the following memorable things. 
I I regretted the reflection in his. Preface to Shakfpeare againſt Garrick, to 
= whom we cannot but apply the following paſſage : © I collated ſuch. copies as 
_ I could procure, and wiſhed for more, but have not found the collectors of 
RE: theſe rarities very communicative.” I told him, that Garrick had complained 
1 fy _ to me of it, and had vindicated himfelf by aſſuring me, that Johnfon was 
_., 1 made welcome to the full uſe of his collection, and that he left the key of it 
=. | with a ſervant, with orders to have a fire and every convenience for him. 1 
found Johnſon's notion was, that Garrick' wanted to be courted for them, and 
that, on the contrary, Garrick ſhould have courted him, and ſent him the 
plays of his own accord. But, indeed, confidering the flovenly and careleſs 
manner in which books were treated by Johnſon, it could not be oe 
that ſcarce and valuable editions ſhould have been lent to him. 
A gentleman having to ſome of the uſual arguments for drinking ot 
= | 1 this: © You know, Sir, drinking drives away care, and makes us forget what- 
A ; ever is diſagreeable. Would not you allow a man to drink for that "reaſon ww Y 7 
| | Jonxsox. “ Yes, Sir, if he fat next you,” 64 lr / KE. 2 
„ 1 expreſſed a liking for Mr. Francis Ofborn's works, and. alked him. what 2 
= Fees IT he thought of that writer. He anſwered, © A conceited fellow. Were. a LU. 
man to write ſo now, the boys would throw ſtones at him.” He however did =. 
not alter my opinion of a favourite authour, to whom I was firſt directed by POD | 
his being quoted in. © The Spectator, and in whom I have found much 


ſhrewd and lively ſenſe, expreſſed indeed in a. ſtyle ſomewhat quaint, which, 
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„ ; | however, I do not diſlike. His book has an air of originality, We Hgure 
| 5 to ourſelves an ancient gentleman king to us. 
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When one of his friends endeavoured to maintain that a country gentleman 1772. 
might contrive to paſs his life very agreeably, « Sir, (ſaid he,) you cannot tat. 63. 
give 1 me an inſtance of any man who is permitted to lay out his own time, 
contriving not to have tedious hours.” This obſervation; however, 1S 3 equally 
applicable to gentlemen who live in cities, and are of no profeſſion. | | 
He ſaid, © there is no permanent national character; it varies according to 
: circumſtances. Alexander the Great ſwept India: now the Turks ſweep 
Greece,” | 


ſtantially. He in a plenitude of phraſe told us, that large bales of woollen cloth 2 7 
were lodged in the town-hall ;—that by reaſon of this, fleas neſtled there in OS 

prodigious numbers ;—that the lodgings of the Counſel were near to the 24 
town-hall ;—and that thoſe little animals moved from place to place with Af af 
wonderful agility. Johnſon fat in great impatience till the gentleman -had ee . A 


cc | Pow — „ 
finiſhed his tedious narrative dcand then burſt out, It is a pity, Sir, that you an ,. fs | 


have not ſeen a lion; for a flea has taken you ſuch a time, that a lion muſt 4 5 ne ee, 4 
have ſerved you a twelvemonth *, — COONS . . 2 A © „ 1 | 
He would not allow Scotland to Gee any credit from Lord Mansfield; 1 p » —— | 


for he was educated in England. “ Much (ſaid he,) may be made of a 
Scotchman, if he be caught young. ll donb rooted Accu , ue. ee 8 

Talking of a modern hiſtorian and a modern moraliſt, he ſaid, © There is 
more thougke | in the moraliſt than in the hiſtorian. There is but a ſhallow 
ſtream of thought in hiſtory.” BoswELL. © But ſurely, Sir, an hiſtorian has 
reflection.” Joanson. © Why yes, Sir; and ſo has a cat when ſhe catches a 
mouſe for her kitten, But ſhe cannot write like the moraliſt ; neither can the 
hiſtorian.” “ 

He faid, © I am very unwilling to read the manuſcripts of authours, and 
give them my opinion. If the authours who apply to me have money, I 
bid them boldly print without a name; if they have written in order to get 
money, I tell them to go ts the bookſellers, and make the beſt bargain 
they can.” BoswsLL. „But, Sir, if a bookſeller ſhould bring you a manu- 
ſcript to ook enen. ky Why, Sir, I would defire the bookſeller to 
take it away.” 


* Mrs. Piozzi, to whom I told this anecdote, has related it, as if the 8 bad given 


4 the zatural hiſtory of the mouſe,” Anecdotes, p. 191. : 
| I mentioned: 
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#2 THE LIFE OF DR JOHNSON. 
1772. I mentioned à friend of mine who had reſided long in Spain, und was 
ST; unbilling to return to Britain. Jos w. © Sir, he is attached to ſorne 
woman.” Bos wl L. I rather believe, Sir, it is the fine climate which keeps 
him there.“ JH sb. “ Nay, Sir, how can you talk ſo? What is dimate 
/ . „ happinels : ? Place the in the heart of Afia, ſhould I not be exiled? What 
a; proportion does climate bear to the complex fyſtem of human life. You may 
7+ + 28 adviſe me to go and live at Bologna to eat ſauſages. The ſauſages there, are 
4 Cov the beſt in the world ; they loſe much by being cares” 
ee On Saturday, May 9, Mr. Dempſter and T had agreed to dine by ourſelves 
bf at the Britiſh coffee-houſe. Johnſon, on whom 1 happened to call in the 
morning, ſaid, he would join us, which he did, and we ſpent a very pleaſant 
day, though J recollect but little of what paſſed. 
| | | . fail, te Walpole was a miniſter given by the K ing to the people : : Pitt 
= was a miniſter given by the people to the King,—as an adjunct.“ 
=... « The misfortune of Goldſmith in converſation is this: he goes on without 
| ; knowing how he is to get off. His genius is great, but his knowledge 8 7 55 9, Yr 
ſmall. 'As they ſay of a generous man, it is a pity he is not rich; we may 
ſay of Goldſmith, it is a pity he is not Ning. He would N keep his) . 2 9 
22 kno Wedge to himſelf.” =» 
. Before leaving London this year, I I conſulted him upon | i queſtion purely 
— % of Scotch law. It was held of old, and continued for a long period, to be an 
. eſtabliſhed princi iple 1 in that law, that whoever intermeddled with the effects of 
bs > 3 a perſon deceaſed, without the interpoſition of legal authority to guard againſt 
333 - embezzlement, ſhould be ſubjected to pay all the debts of the deceaſed, as 
x: having been guilty of what was technically called vitious intromiſiun. The Court 
of Seſſion had gradually relaxed the ſtrictneſs of this principle, where the inter- 
ference proved had been inconſiderable. In a caſe which came before that 
Court the preceding winter, I had laboured to perſuade the Judges to return 
. to the ancient law. It was my own ſincere opinion, that they ought to adhere to 
8 1 it; but J had exhauſted all my powers of reaſoning in vain. . Johnſon thought 
. as I did; and in order to aſſiſt me in my application to the Court for a reviſion 
and alteration of the judgement, he dictated to me the following argument: 
„ This, we are told, is a law which has its force only from the long prac- 
tice of the Court; and may, therefore, be ſuſpended or modified as the Court 
ſhall think proper. 
1 Concerning the power of the Court to make or to ſuſpend : a _ we have 
—_— no intention to inquire. It is ſufficient for our purpoſe that every juſt law is 


#. *S 


* Wilſon againſt Smith and Armour, 3 
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THE LIFE OF pk. JOHNSON. 
diftated by reaſon ; and that the practice of every legal Court is regulated by 


equity. It is the quality of reaſon to be inyariable and conſtant; and of = 63. 


equity, to give to one man what, in the ſame caſe, 1s given to another. The 
advantage which humanity derives from law is this : that the law gives every 
man a rule of action, and preſcribes a mode of conduct which ſhall entitle 

him to the ſupport and protection of ſociety. That the law may be a rule of 
action, it is neceſſary: that it be known ;—it is neceſſary that 1t be permanent 
and ſtable. The law is the meaſure of civil right; but if the meaſure be 
changeable, the extent of the thing meaſured never can be ſettled. 

« To permit a law to be modified at diſcretion, is to leave the community 
without law. It is to withdraw the direction of that publick wiſdom, by 
which the deficiencies of private underſtanding are to be ſupplied. It is to 
ſuffer the raſh and ignorant to act at diſcretion, and then to depend for the 
legality of that action on the ſentence of the Judge. He that 1s thus governed, 
hves not by law, but by opinion: not by a certain rule to which he can apply 
his intention before he acts, but by an uncertain and variable opinion, which. 
he can never know but after he has committed the act on which that opinion 
ſhall be paſſed. He lives by a law (if a law it be,) which he can never know 
before he has offended it. To this caſe may be juſtly applied that important 
principle, mera ef ſervitus ubi jus oft aut incognitum aut vagum. If Intromiſ- 
ſion be not criminal till it exceeds a certain point, and that point be unſettled, 

and conſequently different in different minds, the right of Intromiſſion, and 
the right of the Creditor ariſing from it, are all jura vaga, and, by conſe- 

| quence, are jura incognita; and the reſult can be no other than a miſere 
 fervitus, an uncertainty ene ning the event of action, a ſervile ee 
on priyate opinion. 

It may be urged, and with great plauſibility, that there may be Intro- 
miſſion without fraud; which, however true, will by no means juſtify an 
occaſional and arbitrary relaxation of the law. The end of law is protection 
as well as vengeance. Indeed, vengeance is never uſed but to ſtrengthen 
protection. That ſociety only is well governed, where life is freed from danger 
and from ſuſpicion; where poſſeſſion is fo ſheltered by ſalutary prohibitions, 
that violation is prevented more frequently than puniſhed. Such a prohibition 
was this, while it operated with its original force. The creditor of the deceaſed 
Was not only FRO loſs, but without fear. He was not to ſeek a remedy 
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« As the law has * ſometimes W e it lays us open to wounds, 


becauſe it is imagined to have the power of healing. To puniſh fraud when 
pn 1 
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it is detected, is the proper act of vindictive Juſtice ; but to prevent Gui: 
and make puniſhment unneceſſary, is the great employment of legiſlative 
wiſdom. To permit Intromiſſion, and to puniſh fraud, is to make law no 
better than a pitfall, To tread upon the brink is fafe ; but to come a ſtep 


- futther is deſtruction. But, ſurely, it is better to encloſe the gulf, and hinder 
all acceſs, than by encouraging us to advance a little, to entice us afterwards 


a little further, and let us perceive our folly only by our deſtruction. 
ce As law ſupplies the weak with adventitious ſtrength, it likewiſe enlightens 


the ignorant with extrinſick underſtanding. Law teaches us to know when we 
commit injury, and when we ſuffer it. It fixes certain marks upon actions, 


by which we are admoniſhed to do or to forbear them. Qui. ſibi bene temperat 


in licitis, ſays one of the fathers, nunquam cadet in ilicita. He who never intro- 


mits at all, will never intromit with fraudulent intentions. 

« The relaxation of the law againſt vicious intromiſſion has been very 
favourably repreſented by a great maſter of juriſprudence , whoſe words have 
been exhibited with unneceſſary pomp, and ſeem to be conſidered as irreſiſtibly 
deciſive. The great moment of his authority makes it neceſſary to examine 
his poſition. Some ages ago, (ſays he,) before the ferocity of the inhabitants 
of this part of the iſland was fubdued, the utmoſt ſeverity of the civil law was 
neceſſary, to reſtrain individuals from plundering each other. Thus, the 
man who intermeddled irregularly with the moveables of a perſon deceaſed, 
was ſubjected to all the debts of the deceaſed without limitation. This 
makes a branch of the law of Scotland, known by the name of vicious intro- 
miſſion ; and ſo rigidly was this regulation applied in our Courts of Law, that 
the moſt trifling moveable abſtracted mald fide, ſubjected the intermeddler 
to the foregoing conſequences, which proved in many inſtances a moſt rigo- 
rous puniſhment. But this ſeverity was neceſſary, in order to ſubdue the 


undiſciplined nature of our people. It is extremely remarkable, that in pro- 


portion to our improvement in manners, this regulation has been gradually 
ſoftened, and applied by our ſovereign Court with a ſparing hand.” 

« find myſelf under a neceſſity of obſerving, that this learned and judi- 
cious writer has not accurately diſtinguiſned the deficiencies and demands of 
the different conditions of human life, which, from a degree of ſavageneſs and 
independence, in which all laws are vain, paſſes or may paſs, by innumerable 
gradations, to a ſtate of reciprocal benignity, in which laws ſhall be no longer 
rein, Men are firſt wild and unſocial, living each man to himſelf, taking 


Lord Kames, in his Hiſtorical Law Tradts,” 
from 
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| Signs the weak, and loſing to the ſtrong. In their firſt coalitions of ſociety; 


much of this original ſavageneſs is retained. Of general happineſs, the product 


of general confidence, there is yet no thought. Men continue to proſecute their 


own advantages by the neareſt way; and the utmoſt ſeverity of the civil law 
is neceſſary to reſtrain individuals from plundering each other. The reſtraints 
then neceſſary, are reſtraints from plunder, from acts of publick violence, and 
undiſguiſed oppreſſion. The ferocity of our anceſtors, as of all other nations, 


produced not fraud but rapine. They had not yet learned to cheat, and 
_ attergpted only to rob. As manners grow more poliſhed, with the knowledge 
of good, men attain likewiſe dexterity in evil. Open rapine becomes leſs 
frequent, and violence gives way to cunning. Thoſe who before invaded 


paſtures and ſtormed houſes, now begin to enrich themſelves by unequal con- 


tracts and fraudulent intromiſſions. It is not againſt the violence of ferocity, 


but the circumventions of deceit, that this law was framed; and I am afraid 
the increaſe of commerce, and the inceſſant ſtruggle for riches which com- 
merce excites, give us no proſpect of an end ſpeedily to be expected of 


artifice and fraud. It therefore ſeems to be no very concluſive reaſoning, 


which connects thoſe two propoſitions ;—* the nation is become leſs ferocious, 
and therefore the laws againſt fraud and coven ſhall be relaxed. vn 


Whatever reaſon may have influenced the Judges to a relaxation of the 


law, it was not that the nation. was grown leſs fierce ; and, I am afraid, it 
cannot be affirmed that it is grown leſs fraudulent. 

ce Since this law has been repreſented as rigorouſly and a penal, 
it ſeems not improper to conſider what are the conditions and qualities that 
make the juſtice or propriety of a penal law. 

« To make a penal law reaſonable and juſt, two 11 are neceſſary, 
and two proper. It iS neceſſary at the law ſhould be adequate to its end; 
that, if it be obſerved, it ſhall prevent the evil againſt which 1t 1s directed. 


It is,-ſecondly, neceſſary that the end of the law be of ſuch importance, as to 


| deſerve the ſecurity of a penal ſanction. The other conditions of a penal law, 


which though not abſolutely neceſſary, are to a very high degree fit, are, 


that to the moral violation of the law there are many temptations, and that 
of the phyſical obſervance there is great facility. 15 


« All theſe conditions apparently concur to juſtify the law which we are 


now conſidering. Its end 1s the ſecurity of property; and property very 
often of great value. The method by which it effects the ſecurity is effica- 


cious, becauſe i it admits, in its original rigour, no gradations of injury ; but 
keeps guilt and innocence apart, by a diſtinct and definite limitation. He 
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that intromits, is criminal ; .he that intromits not, is innocent. of the two 
ſecondary conſiderations it cannot be denied that both are in our favour. The 
temptation to intromit is frequent and ſtrong ; ; fo ſtrong and fo frequent, as 
to require the utmoſt activity of juſtice, and vigilance of caution, to withſtand 
its prevalence; and the method by which a man may entitle himſelf to legal 
intromiſſion is ſo open and ſo facile, that to neglect it is a proof of fraudulent 


anden: he why ſhould a man omit to ds (but for reaſons which he will 


not confeſs,) that which he can do ſo eaſily, and that which he knows to be 
required by the law ? ? If temptation were rare, a penal law might be 
deemed unneceſſary. If the duty enjoined by the hw: were of difficult per- 
formance, omiſſion, though it could not be juſtified, might be Pitied. 
But in the preſent caſe, neither equity nor compaſſion operate againſt it. 


A uſeful, a neceſſary law is broken, not only without a reaſonable motive, 
but with all the inducements to obedience that can be derived from ſafety and 


facility. 
« J therefore return to my . poſition, that a "TR to have its effect, | 


muſt be permanent and ſtable. It may be ſaid, in the language of the ſchools, 
Lex non recepit majus et minus,—we may have a law, or we may have no law, 
but we cannot have half a law.. We muſt either have a rule of action, or be 


permitted to act by diſcretion and by chance. Deviations from the law muſt 
be uniformly puniſhed, or no man can be certain when he ſhall be ſafe. 


c That from the rigour of the original inſtitution this Court has ſometimes 
departed, cannot be denied. But, as it is evident that ſuch deviations, as they t 
make law uncertain, make life unſafe, I hope, that of departing from it 
there will now be an end; that the wiſdom of our anceſtors will be treated. 
with due reverence; and that conſiſtent and ſteady deciſions will furniſh the 
people with a rule of action, and leave fraud and fraudulent. intromiſſion no 


future hope of impunity or eſcape.” 


With ſuch comprehenſion of mind, and ſuch Serben of Pestktresol. did he 


thus treat a ſubject altogether new to him, without any other preparation 


than my having ſtated to him the arguments which had been uſed on each fide 
of the queſtion. His intellectual powers appeared with peculiar luſtre, when 
tried againſt thoſe of a writer of ſo much kane as Lord Kames, and that too 
in his Lordſhip's own department. 
This maſterly argument, after being prefaced and ee with ſome 


ſentences of my own, and garniſhed with the uſual formularies, was actually 


printed and laid before the Lords of Seſſion, but without ſucceſs. My 
W TER Lord Hales, 1 one of chat honourable body, had 


5 : „ | = critical 


| * 
| | 
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axitical ſagacity enough to diſcover a more than ordinary hand in the Petition. 1772. 

I told him that Dr. Johnſon had favoured me with his pen. His Lordſhip, 8 
with wonderful acumen, pointed out exactly where his compoſition began, and 9 
where it ended. X But that I may do impartial juſtice, and conform to the 

great rule of Courts, Suum cuique tribuito, I muſt add, that their Lonithips 1 = C5 


4 
general, though they were pleaſed to call this « a well-drawn paper,” pre- 1 
ferred the former very inferiour petition which I had written; thus confirm- „„ 
ing the truth of an obſervation made to me by one of their number, in a 1 


merry mood: My dear Sir, give yourſelf no trouble in the compoſition 
of the papers you preſent to us; for, ano it 1s caſting * before 
ſwine.“ 0 
I renewed my ſolicitations that he would this year accompliſh his long- 
z intended viſit to Scotland. 


9 Taxes BosSWELL, Ef. 
Cc Dian Si, 


* THE regret has not been little with which I have miſſed a journey 
ſo pregnant with pleaſing expectations, as that in which I could promiſe my- 
felf not only the gratification of curioſity, both rational and fanciful, but the 

delight of ſeeing thoſe whom I love and eſteem, # * * * # * * * 
But ſuch has been the courſe of things, that I could not come; and ſuch has 
been, I am afraid, the ſtate of my body, that it would not well have ſeconded 
my inclination. My body, I think, grows better, and I refer my hopes to 
another year; for I am very ſincere in my deſign to pay the viſit, and take 
the ramble. In the mean time, do not omit any opportunity of keeping up 
a favourable opinion of me in the minds of any of my friends. Beattie's FEES. 
book is, I believe, every day more liked; at leaſt, I like it more, «1 bk * © 
more upon It. 
J am glad if you got credit by your cauſe, and am 1 yet of opinion ma 1 # 
our cauſe was good, and that the determination ought to have been 1 in your 
_ favour. Poor Haſtie, I think, had but his deſerts. 
« You promiſed to get me a little Pindar, and may add to it a : little v.27 
Anacreon. 5 
« The leiſure which I cannot enjoy, it will be a pleaſure to hear that you 
employ upon the antiquities of the feudal eſtabliſhment. The whole ſyſtem 
; of ancient tenures 18 gradually paſſing away; and I wiſh to have the know- 
| Dd d 2 1 | ledge 
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ledge of it preſerved adequate and complete. For ſuch an inſtitution makes 
a very important part of the hiſtory of mankind. Do not forget a deſign 
ſo worthy of a ſcholar who ſtudies the laws of his country, and of a gentle- 


man who may naturally be curious to know the condition of his own 


anceſtors. IJ am, dear Sir, : | 
5 Tours with great affection, Vi 


=? 954 155 17% 5 e Sau. Jounson,” 


. > . | To Dr. Jornson. ER | 0 
« My DAR SIR, | 1 72 | Edinburgh, Dee. 25, 1773. 5 
* * & * * 


« | was mh diſappointed that yo did not come to Scotland laſt 


autumn. However, I muſt own that your letter prevents me from complain- 
ing ; not only becauſe I am ſenſible that (he 
1 


ate of your health was but 


too good an excuſe, but becauſe you write in a ſtrain which ſhews that you 


have agreeable views of the ſcheme which we have fo. oy propoſed. 


+ % * We ** * 


1 1 communicated to Beattie what you ſaid of his book in your laſt letter 


3 me. He writes to me thus: © You judge very rightly i in ſuppoſing that 


Dr. Johnſon s favourable opinion of my book muſt give me great delight. 


Indced 3 it is impoſſible for me to ſay how much I am gratified by it; for there 
is not a man upon earth whoſe good opinion I would be more ambitious to 


cultivate. His talents and his virtues I reverence more than any words can 
expreſs. The extraordinary civilities, (the paternal attentions I ſhould rather 
fay,) and the many inſtructions I have had the honour to receive from bir, 


will to, me be a perpetual ſource of Pleaſure 1 in the recollection. 
£51 Dum memor ipſe mei dum Spiritus Þos reget artus. 
had ftill ſome thoughts, while the ſummer laſted, of being 1 to 


go to London on ſome little buſineſs; otherwiſe I ſhould certainly have 


troubled him with a letter ſeveral months ago, and given ſome vent to my 
gratitude and admiration. This I intend to do, as foon as I am left a little at 
leiſure. Mean time, if you have occaſion to write to him, I beg you will 
offer him my moſt reſpectful compliments, and aſſure him of the Ai of 


my attachment ond the warmth of my gratitude.” 


9 „% ĩ as - : ? 
V 8 ; 1 2 « I am, Kc. by s | 
. | & JAMES BOSWELL.” 
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"In: 177 3 his only publication was an edition of his folio Dictionary, with 1773. 
lions and corrections ; nor did he, fo far as is known, furniſh any produc- Tr op . 
tions of his fertile pen to any of his numerous friends or dependants, except the 

Preface * to his old amanuenſis Machean's © Dictionary of ancient Geography.” 1 — — 
His Shakſpeare, indeed, which had been received with high approbation by the Ia 
publick, and gone through ſeveral editions, was this year re-publiſhed by | 
 ,- George Steevens, Eſq. a gentleman not only deeply ſkilled in ancient learn- 
ing, and of very extenſive reading in Engliſh literature, eſpecially the early 
writers, but at the ſame time of acute diſcernment and elegant taſte, It is 
almoſt unneceſſary to ſay, that by his great and valuable TN to Dr. 
Johnſon s work, he juſtly obtained conſiderable reputation: - 


- 


« Djviſim imperium « cum Jove Ceſar habet.” 


To Lan Boswa.L, Hh 
oy © Dzar SIR, | 


| _ © I nave read your kind letter much more than the elegant Pindir: 

which it accompanied. I am always glad to find myſelf not forgotten,. and to- 

be forgotten by you would give me great uneaſineſs. My northern friends 
have never been unkind to me: I hive from you, dear Sir, teſtimonies of 
affection, which J have not often been able to excite; and Dr. Beattie rates N 
the teſtimony which I was deſirous of paying to his merit, much higher than 

I ſhould haye thought it reaſonable to expect. . 

I have heard of your maſquerade. What ſays your Synod to ſuch inno- 
vations? I am not ſtudiouſſy ſcrupulous, nor do I think a maſquerade either. 
evil in itſelf, or very likely to be the occaſion of evil; yet as the world thinks 
it a very licentious relaxation of manners, I would not have been e 
firſ# maſquers in a country where no maſquerade had ever been before *. 

« A new edition of* my great Dictionary is printed, from a copy which I : x eb 
was perſuaded tg reviſe ; but having made no preparation, I was able to do //7** 5 
very little. Some ſuperfluities I have expunged, and ſome faults I have cor- V PR, 

rected, and here and there Have ſcattered a remark ; but the main fabrick of /#e <- „ 


F 


- the work remains as it was. I had looked very little into it fince I wrote it, SH e-. 
| and, I think, I found i it full as often better, as worſe, than I expected. 3 . 


« Baretti and Davies have had a furious quarrel; a quarrel, I think, irre- 
concileable. Dr. Goldſmith has a new comedy, which is expected in the 


2 > Ther had been maſquerades-in Scotland before; but not for a very long time. 
—— — ſpring. 
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.1773- ſpring. No name is yet given it. The chief diverſion ariſes from a firatagem 
"Ear 6g, by which a lover is made to miſtake his future father- in- law s' houſe for an 
fs inn.” This, you. ſee, borders upon farce. The dialogue is quick and gay, 
1 and the incidents are fo prepared as not to ſeem improbable. | 
| | c am ſorry that you loſt your cauſe of Intromiſſion, becauſe I yet Nink 
5 titthe arguments an your fide: unanſwerable. But you ſeem, I think, to fay. that 
8 . 85 you gained reputation even by your defeat; and reputation you will daily gain, 
if you keep Lord Auchinleck's precept in your mind, and endeavour to con- 
. ſolidate in your mind a firra and regular youu of law, inſtead of picking up 
5 co ccaſional fragments. 
| 4 My health ſeems in e to improve; but I have . troubled for 
many ; weeks with a vexatious catarrh, which is ſometimes ſufficiently diſtreſsful. 
I have not found any great effects from bleeding and phyſick ; and am * 
that I muſt expect help from brighter days and ſofter air. | 
= 8 Write to me now and then; and whenever any good befalls you, de 
1 . haſte to let me know it, for.no one will rejoice at it more than, dear Sir, 
5 us | | * Your moſt humble ſervant, | 
„ N 2 eee Feb 24 1773. 1 SAM. JounsoN. ; 
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e FF ee You continue to land 1 nen in the favour of Mrs. Thrale.” 
99 n 
PORT pers on — On 3 April 3 the day after my ack in Lakin this year, I went 
. to his houſe late in the evening, and fat with Mrs. Williams till he came 
home. 1 found in the London C hronicle, Dr. Goldſmith's apology to the 
public for beating Evans, a bookſeller, on account of a paragraph i in a newſ- 
paper publiſhed by him, which Goldſmith thought i impertinent to him and to 
' lady of his acquaintance. - The apology was written ſo much in Dr. Johnſon's 
manner, that both Mrs. Williams and I ſuppoſed it to be his; but when he 
came home he ſoon undeceived us. When he ſaid to Mrs. Williams, « Well, 
Dr. Goldſmith's manifeſto has got into your .paper ;” I aſked him if Dr. 
Goldſmith had written it, with an air that made him ſee I ſuſpected it was 
his, though ſubſcribed by Goldſmith. JonnsoN. © Sir, Dr. Goldſmith would 
no more have aſked me to write ſuch a thing as that for him, than he would 
have aſked me to feed him with a ſpoon, or to do any thing elſe that denoted 
his imbecillity. I as much believe that he wrote it, as if I had ſeen him do it. 
Sir, had he ſhewn it to any one friend, he would not have been allowed to 
publiſh it. He has, indeed, done it very well; but it is a fooliſh thing well 
done. I 4 00m he has been ſo much elated with the —.— of his new 


comedy, 
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Ae that he has thought every thing that concerned hin "muſt be of im- 
portance to the publick.” BoswzLL. © I fancy, Sir, this is the firſt time that 
he has been engaged in ſuch an adventure.” Jonnson. <« WLy, Sir, I believe 
it is the firſt time he has bear ; 8 8 have been beaten. before.” This, Sir, 
is a new plume to him.” | 
I mentioned Sir John Dalrymple's < Menicirs of Great-Britain and keland 4B 
and his diſcoveries to the prejudice of Lord Ruſſel and Algernon Sydney. 
Jonnson. « Why, Sir, every body who had juft notions of government thought 
them raſcals before. It is well that all mankind now ſee them to be raſcals.” 


. BoswzLL. © But, Sir, may not thoſe diſcoveries be true without their being 
Jonxsox. « Conſider, Sir; would any of them have been willing | 
to have had it known that they intrigued with France? Depend upon it, 
Sir, he who does what he is afraid ſhould be known, has ſomething rotten |. 


raſcals. 


about him. This Dalrymple ſeems to be an honeſt fellow; for he tells equally 


what makes againſt both ſides. But nothing can be poorer than his mode of 
writing: it is the mere bouncing of a DOE Great He! but greater 


She! and ſuch ſtuff.“ 


1 could not agree with him in this icin for though Sir John Delrymple * 


ſtyle is not regularly formed in any reſpect, and one cannot help ſmiling ſome- - 
times at his affected grandiloguence, there is in his writing a pointed VIVAciy, | 


and much. of a gentlemanly ſpirit. 5 


At Mr. Thrale's, in the evening, he repeated his uſual ddl decla- - 
« Aion can have no effect upon 


mation againſt action in publick ſpeaking. 
reaſonable minds. It may augment noiſe, but it never can enforce argument. 


If you ſpeak to a dog, you uſe action; you hold up your hand thus, becauſe 


he is a brute ; and in proportion as men are removed from brutes, action will 
Mxs. THraALE. © What then, Sir, 


have the leſs influence upon them.” 
becomes of Demoſthenes's ſaying? Action, action, action! 


1 


people.“ 


I thought it extraordinary, that he ſhould deny the power of e . 


action upon human nature, when it is proved by innumerable facts in all 


ſtages of ſociety. 


fancies which may be pleaſed, paſſions which may be rouſed. . 
Lord Cheſterfield being mentioned, Johnſon remarked, that almoſt all of 


| that celebrated nobleman's witty ſayings were puns. 


1 0 en, = And F 


years ; but we don't chooſe to have it known.” 
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Jonxsovx. 
70 Demoſthenes, . Madam, ſpoke. to an aſſembly of brutes; to a . barbarous. . 


Reaſonable beings are. not ſolely reaſonable. They have - 


He, however, allowed 


the merit of good wit to his Lordſhip's ſaying of Lord Tyrawley and himſelf, 
when both very old and infirm : “ Tyrawley and , have been dead theſe two 


He 
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Y THE LIFE OF DR. Jon x. 
8 e Oe with approbation of an intended edition of « The Spectator, - 


: with notes; :wo volumes of which had been prepared by a gentleman r 


in the literary world, and the materials which he had collected for the remainder 


of : had been transferred to another hand. He obſerved, that all works which 


deſcribe manners, require notes in ſixty or ſeventy years, or leſs; and told us, 


he had communicated all he knew that could throw light upon ©* The 
Spectator.· He faid, „Addiſon had made his Sir Andrew Freeport a true 
- Whig, arguing againſt giving. charity to beggars, and throwing out other ſuch 
-ungracious ſentiments ; but that he had thought better, and made amends by 
making him found an hoſpital for decayed farmers.” He called for the volume 


2 « The Spectator in which that account is contained, and read it aloud to 
HFle read fo well, that every kg Eds additional PEO. and grace 


9 . 5 his utterance. _ ; 


The converſation having turned on modern imitations of ancient | ballads, 


and ſome one having praiſed their ſimplicity, he treated them ha that ridi- 
ule which he-always diſplayed when this ſubje& was mentioned. 


He diſapproved of. introducing ſcripture phraſes into ſecular diſcoure 
This ſeemed to me a queſtion of ſome difficulty. A ſcripture expreſſion may 


be uſed, like a highly claſſical phraſe, to produce an inſtantaneous ſtrong im- 
preſſion; and it may be done without being at all improper. Yet I own 


there is danger, that applying the language of our ſacred book to ordinary 


5 - ſubjects may tend to leſſen our reverence for it. If therefore. It be introduced 


at all, it ſhould be with very great caution. | 
. On Thurſday, April 8, I fat a good part of the evening mich bim, bug he 


Rs was very ſilent. He ſaid, © Burnet's Hiſtory of his own Times,” is very 
entertaining. The ſtyle, indeed, is mere chit- chat. I do not believe that 


Burnet intentionally lyed; but he was ſo much prejudiced, that he- took no 


; pains to find out the truth- He was like a man. who reſolves to regulate his 
3 : time 5 a certain watch; but will not Oe whether the watch is agar 


Though he was not diſpoſed to talk, he was unwilling that I ſhould leave 


him; and when I looked at my watch, and told him it was twelve o'clock, 


he cried, © What's that to you and me?” and ordered Frank to tell Mrs. 
Williams that we were coming to drink tea with her, which we d. 1 t was 
ſettled that we ſhould go to church together next day. | 
On the gth of April, being Good Friday, I breakfaſted with him on tea and 
croſs-buns ; Doctor Levet, as Frank called him, making the tea. He carried 
me with him to the church of St. Clement Danes, where he had his ſeat; and | 
| | his 


— 


0 
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his behaviour was, as I had imaged to ail ſolemnly devout. 1 never ſhall 
forget the tremulous earneſtneſs with which he pronounced the aweful petition - 
in the Litany : <« In the hour death, and at the day of Judge e good 
Lonp deliver us.“ 

We went to church both i in the morning and evening, In the hay between 


the two ſervices we did not dine, but he read in the Greek New Teſtament, 


and I turned over ſeveral of his books. 

In Archbiſhop Laud's Diary, I found the W paſſage, which I read 
to Dr. Johnſon: | 

« 1623. F ebruary * Sunday. I ftood by ts moſt iluſtrious Prince 
Charles , at dinner. He was then very merry, and talked occaſionally of 


many things with his attendants. Among other things, he faid, that if he 


were neceſſitated to take any particular proc hon of life, he could not be a 


lawyer, adding his reaſons: © I cannot (fafth he,) defend a bad, nor yield in 


a good cauſe.” JonxsoN. Sir, this is falſe reaſoning; becauſe every cauſe 
has a bad ſide: and a lawyer is not overcome, though the cauſe which! he has 
endeavoured to ſupport be determined againſt him,” 

I told him that Goldſmith had ſaid to me a few days bites. on As I take my 


#{hoes from the ſhoemaker, and my coat from the taylor, ſo I take my religion 


from the prieſt.” I regretted this looſe way of talking. Jonxsox. "BY; 
he- knows nothing; he has made up his mind about nothing.” 

To my great ſurprize, he aſked me to dine with him on Eaſter-day. I 
never ſuppoſed that he had a dinner at his houſe ; for I had not then heard of 
any one of his friends having been entertained at his table. He told me, < I 


generally have a meat pye on Sunday: it is baked at a publick oven, which 


92 very properly allowed, becauſe one man can attend it; and thus the advan- 
tage is obtained of not keeping ſervants from church to dreſs dinners.” 

April 11, being Eaſter-Sunday, after having attended divine ſervice at St. 
Paul's, I e to Dr. Johnſon's. I had cratified my curioſity much in 
dining with Jean Jacqyzs Rousszkau, while he lived in the wilds of Neuf- 
chatel : I had as great a curioſity to dine with DR. SamverL Johxsox, in the 
duſky receſs of a court in Fleet-ſtreet. I ſuppoſed we ſhould ſcarcely have knives 
and forks, and only ſome ſtrange uncouth ill-dreſt diſh: but I found every 
thing in very good order. We had no other company but Mrs. Williams and 
a young woman whom I did not know. As a dinner here was conſidered as a 


ſingular phenomenon, and as I was frequently interrogated on the ſubject, my 


3 Afterwards Charles I. 
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Aut. * in alluſion to Francis, the negro, was willing to ſuppoſe that our repaſt was 


— 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
readers may perhaps be deſirous to know our bill of fare. Foote, I remember, 


black broth. But the fact was, that we had a very good ſoup, a boiled leg of 


lamb and ſpinach, a veal pye, and a rice pudding. 
Of Dr. John Campbell, the authour, he ſaid, *“ He is a very inquiſitive 


and a very able man, and a man of good religious principles, though I am 


afraid he has been deficient in practice. Campbell is radically right; and we 
may hope, that in time there will be good practice.“ 


He owned that he thought Hawkeſworth was one of his imitators, but he 
did not think Goldſmith was. _ Goldſmith, he faid, had great merit. BoswzLr.. 
« But, Sir, he is much indebted to you for his getting ſo high in the publick 


eſtimation.” Jonnson. . Why, Sir, he has, perhaps, got ſooner to it by his 
intimacy with me.“ | 


Goldſmith, though his vanity akin excited him to occaſional competition, 
had a very high regard for Johnſon, which he at this time expreſſed in the ſtrongeſt 
manner in the Dedication of his comedy, entitled, © She ſtoops to conquer. 

Johnſon obſerved, that there were very few books printed in Scotland before 


the Union. He had ſeen a complete collection of them in the poſſeſſion of the 


Honourable Archibald Campbell, a nonjuring Biſhop “. I wiſh this collection 


had been kept entire. Many of them are in the library of the Faculty of 


Advocates at Edinburgh. I told Dr. Johnſon that I had ſome intention. to 
write the life of the learned and worthy Thomas Ruddiman. He faid, I 
ſhould take pleaſure in helping you to do honour to him. But his farewell 


letter to the Faculty of Advocates, when he reſigned the office of their 


Librarian, ſhould have been in Latin.” | 

I put a queſtion to him upon a fact in common life, which he cone not 
anſwer, nor have I found any one elſe who could. What is the ſeaſon that 
women ſervants, though obliged to be at the expence of purchaſing their own 
clothes, have much lower wages than men ſervants, to whom a great propor- 
tion of that article is furniſhed, and when in fact our female houſe ſervants 
work much. harder than the male? | 


4 cc By inſcribing this ſlight performance to you, I do not mean ſo much to compliment you, 
as myſelf, It may do me ſome honour to inform the publick, that I have lived many years in 


intimacy with you, It may ſerve the intereſts of mankind alſo to. inform them, that the greateſt 


wit may be found in a character, without impairing the moſt unaffected piety.” 
5 See an account of this learned and reſpectable gentleman, and of his curious work on the 
Middle State, Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, zd edit. p. 371. 
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He told me, that he had twelve or fourteen times attempted to keep a 


great thing to be recorded, (ſaid he,) is the ſtate of your own mind; and 
you ſhould write down every thing that you remember, for you cannot judge 
at firſt what is good or bad; and write immediately while the im . er IS 
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journal of his life, but never could perſevere. He adviſed me to do it. © The Ka 


' freſh, for it will not be the > ſame a 4 Week afterwards.” Pho ) 1a « 1 3 ES Els Hoa a” L- 
I again ſolicited him to communicate to me the p particulars of his early _—_ ZE 7 EA OP 
He ſaid, © You ſhall have them all for two-pence. I hope you ſhall know a © 2 
great deal more of me before you write my Life.” He mentioned to me this . . 33 
day many circumſtances, which I wrote down when I went home, and have „ „ .. £- C LC u, 
interwoven in the former part of this narrative. pA CGE | 
5 2. 


On Tueſday, April 13, he and Dr. Goldſmith and 1 dined at General Ogle- 
thorpe's. Goldſmith expatiated on the common topick, that the race of our peo- 
ple was degenerated, and that this was owing to luxury. JohxsON. © Sir, in the 
firſt place, I doubt the fact. I believe there are as many tall men in England 
now, as ever there were. But, ſecondly, ſuppoſing the ſtature of our people 
to be diminiſhed, that is not owing to luxury; for, Sir, conſider to how very 


ſmall a proportion of -our people luxury can reach. Our ſoldiery, ſurely, are 


not luxurious, who live on ſix-pence a day; and the fame remark will apply 
to almoſt all the other claſſes. Luxury, ſo far as it reaches the poor, will do 
good to the race of people: it will ſtrengthen and multiply them. Sir, no 
nation was ever hurt by luxury; for, as J ſaid before, it can reach but to a 
very few. I admit that the great increaſe of commerce and manufactures 
hurts the military ſpirit of a people; becauſe it produces a competition for 
ſomething elſe than martial honours, —a competition for riches. It alſo hurts 
the bodies of the people; for you will obſerve, there is no man who works at 
any particular trade, but you may know him from his appearance to do ſo. 
One part or other of his body being more uſed than the reſt, he is in ſome 
degree deformed : but, Sir, that is not luxury. A tailor fits croſs-legged ; 
but that is not luxury.” GorLpsmiTa. © Come, you're juſt going to the ſame 
place by another road.” JoRNSONV. © Nay, Sir, I fay that is not luxury. Let 
us take a walk from Charing-croſs to Whitechapel, through, I ſuppole, the 
greateſt ſeries of ſhops in the world, what is there in any of theſe ſhops, (if 
you except gin-ſhops,) that can do any human being any harm?“ GoLpsMITH. 


« Well, Sir, I'll accept your challenge. The very next ſhop to Notthumber- 
 land-houſe is a pickle-ſhop.” Joanson. © Well, Sir: do we not know that 


a maid can in one afternoon make pickles ſufficient to ſerve a whole family for 


a year? .nay, that five — can ſerve all the kingdom ? Beſides, 
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1773s Sir, there is no harm done to any body by the making of pickles, or the eat- 
Ein 6g, ing of pickles.” 9 2 Sale . eee, Sper et, C.. 
We drank tea with the ladies; and Goldſmith ſung Tony Lumpkin's ſong 
in his comedy, © She ſtoops to conquer,” and a very pretty one, to an Iriſh 
tune, which he had deſigned for Miſs Hardcaſtle ; but as Mrs. Bulkeley, who 
played the part, could not ſing, it was left out. He afterwards wrote it down 
55 me, by which means it was preſerved, and now appears amongſt his poems. 
r. Johnſon, in his way home, ſtopt at my lodgings in 3 and ſat 
wt me, drinking tea a ſecond time, till a late hour. 
L told him that Mrs. Macaulay faid, ſhe wondered how he could atopeile 
| his political principles with his moral; his notions of inequality and ſubordi- 
: nation with wiſhing well to the happineſs of all mankind, who might live ſo 
* 5 LiDagreeably, had they all their portions of land, and none to domineer over 
e. . , *2- another. JohN SON. © Why, Sir, I reconcile my principles very well, becauſe 
f mankind are happier in a ſtate of inequality and ſubordination. Were they to 


i LL << * "= be in this pretty ſtate of equality, they would ſoon degenerate into brutes ; — ho 
bel they would become Monboddo's nation ;—their tails would grow. Sir, all 24. 
; 5 1 would be loſers, were all to work to all :—they would have no intellectual 35 
__ - N 4. e, improvement. All intellectual improvement ariſes from leiſure; all leiſure _ _ 
Bo bt TOO, me -- 4 ariſes from one working for another.” : e 
K 1 —— J, Talking of the family of Stuart, he ſaid, © 1 t mould Recs that the family R one. | 
3 7 ; e preſent on the throne has now eſtabliſhed as good a right as the former 
| —.— fue. ti. 7 family, by the long conſent of the people; and that to diſturb this right might 
| te born dba . A be conſidered as culpable. At the fame time I own, that it is a very difficult 
bee, ee. Rene bg dich, when conſidered with reſpect to the houfe of Stuart. To oblige 
2 , . 2 N people to take oaths as to the diſputed right, is wrong. I know not whether 
2 22 a aca FORO, bes J could take them: but I do not blame thoſe who do.” So conſcientious and 
e.. AS” foe | ſo delicate was he upon this ſubje&t, which has occaſioned ſo much clamour 
| againſt hm. : 
Talking of law caſes, he ſaid, «The Engliſh reports, . in n general, are very 
—_— poor: only the half of what has been ſaid is taken down; and of. that half, 
= mäaͤuch is miſtaken. Whereas, in Scotland, the arguments on each fide are 
= deliberately put in writing, to be conſidered by the "Court I think a collec- 
_ | tion of your caſes upon ſubjects of importance, with. the enen of the 
bel Judges upon them, would be valuable.” 
On Thurſday, April 15, I dined with him and Dr. Goldſmith at General 


=p g | Paoli's. We found here, Signor Martinelli, of Florence, authour of a-Hiſtory 
i _ of England.in — printed at London. 


WI. 


I. ſpoke 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


1 9 oke of Allan Ramſay's © Gentle Shepherd,” in the Scottiſh dialect, as 
the belt paſtoral that had ever been written; not only abounding with beauti- 

ful rural imagery, and juſt and pleaſing ſentiments, but being a real picture 
of manners; and J offered to teach Dr. Johnſon to underſtand it. No, Sir, 
(ſaid he,) I won't learn it. You ſhall retain your ſuperiority by my not 


knowing it.“ 


This brought on a queſtion whether one man is leſſened by another's. 


acquiring an equal degree of knowledge with him. Johnſon aſſerted the 
afirmative. I maintained that the poſition might be true in thoſe kinds of 
knowledge which produce wiſdom, power, and force, ſo as to enable one man 
to have the government of others ; but that a man is not in any degree leſ- 
ſened by others knowing as well as he what ends in- mere pleaſure eating 
fine fruits, drinking delicious wines, reading exquiſite poetry. 


i Etat. 64. ; " © Mt 4 
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The General obſerved, that Martinelli was a Whig. Jonnson. “I am 


ſorry for it. It ſhews the ſpirit of the times: he is obliged to temporie. * 
BoswELL. © I rather think, Sir, that Toryiſm prevails in this reign.” 
JoansoNn. © I know not why you ſhould think ſo, Sir. You ſee your friend. 


Lord Lyttelton, a nobleman, is obliged in his Hiſtory to. write the moſt. 


vulgar Whiggiſm,” 

An animated debate eh place whether Martinelli ſhould continue his 
Hiſtory of England to the preſent day. Gol DpsMITH. To be ſure he 
| ſhould.” Joansovn. „ No, Sir; he would give great offence. He would 
have to tell of almoſt all the living great what they do not wiſh told.” 
GoLDSMITH. © It may, perhaps, be neceſſary for a native to be more cautious ;. 
but a foreigner who comes among us without prejudice, may be conſidered 
as holding the place of a Judge, and may ſpeak his mind freely.” Jonnsox. 


« Sir, a foreigner, when he ſends a work from the preſs, ought to be on his 


guard againſt catching the errour and miſtaken enthuſiaſm of the people 
among whom he happens to be.” GornsmTa. © Sir, he wants only to ſell 
his hiſtory, and tell truth; one an honeſt, the other a laudable motive. 
JoansoNn. © Sir, they are both laudable motives. It is laudable in a man to 
wiſh to live by his labours ; but he ſhould write ſo as he may live by them, 
not ſo as he may be knocked on the head. I would adviſe him to be at Calais 


3 


JF $$ 
} 


before he publiſhes his hiſtory of the preſent age. A foreigner who attaches | 


himſelf to a political party in this country, is in the worſt ſtate that can be 
imagined: he is looked upon as a mere intermeddler. A native may do it 
from intereſt.” BoswEL L. Or principle.” GoLpsMITH. © There are people 
who tell a hundred political lies every day, and are not hurt by it, Surely, 

then,, 


398 
1773. 


| THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
then, one may tell truth with ſafety.” Jonnson. © Why, Sir, in the firſt place, 


* he who tells a hundred lies has diſarmed the force of his lies. But beſides; 


a man had rather have a hundred lies told of him, than one truth which he 


does not wiſh ſhould be told.” Gol psMITH. “ For my part, I'd tell truth, 
and ſhame the devil.” Jonnson. © Yes, Sir; but the devil will be angry. I 


wiſh to ſhame the devil as much as you do ; but I ſhould chooſe to be out of 


the reach of his claws.” Gol DsMrrRH. © His claws can do you no harm, 
when you have the ſhield of truth.” 


It having been obſerved that there was little hoſpitality in London; JohxNsox. 


'« Nay, Sir, any man who has a name, or who has the power of pleaſing, 
will be very generally invited in London. The man, Sterne, I have been told, 
has had engagements for three months.” Gorpsurrn. * And a very dull 
fellow.” Joanson. «© Why no, Sir.“ 


Martinelli told us, that for ſeveral years he lived much with Charles 


Townſhend, and that he ventured to tell him he was a bad joker. Jonnson. 
„ Why, Sir, thus much J can ſay upon the ſubject. - One day he and a few 
more agreed to go and dine in the country, and each of them was to bring a 
.a friend in his carriage with him. Charles Townſhend aſked Fitzherbert to 
go with him, but told him, You muſt find ſomebody to bring you back: I 
can only carry you there. Fitzherbert did not much like this arrangement. 
He however conſented, obſerving ſarcaſtically, It m og very well ; for then 
the ſame jokes will ſerve you in returning as in going.“ 


An eminent publick character being mentioned; ;—JonnsoN. © 1 remember 


being preſent when he ſhewed himſelf to be ſo corrupted, or at leaſt ſomething 
ſo different from what I think right, as to maintain, that a member of parlia- 
ment ſhould go along with his party right or wrong. Now, Sir, this is fo 
remote from native virtue, from ſcholaſtick virtue, that a good man muſt have 
undergone a great change before he can reconcile himſelf to ſuch a doctrine. 


It is maintaining, that you may lie to the publick; for you he when you call 
that right which you think wrong, or the reverſe. A friend of ours, who is 
too much an echo of that gentleman, obſerved, that a man who does not 
ſtick uniformly to a party, is only waiting to be bought. Why then, faid I, 
he is only waiting to be what that gentleman is already.“ 

We talked of the King's coming to ſee Goldſmith's new oy —< I wiſh 
he would,” ſaid Goldſmith; adding; however, with an affected indifference, 


Not that it would do me the leaſt good.” JohNSO V. Well then, Sir, let 
us fay it would do him good, (laughing.) No, Sir, this affectation will not 


paſs ;—it is mighty idle, In ſuch a ſtate as ours, who would not wiſh to 
pleaſe. 


* 
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pleaſe the chief magiſtrate?ꝰ GOLDSMITH. « ] 4% wiſh to | one him. I 1773. 

remember a line in Dryden, ECG. 
And ew ry poet is the Monarch's friend.“ 12 95 


It ought to be reverſed.” Jonxsox. © Nay, there are finer lines in Dryden 
on this Ny + | 


, F or colleges c on bounteous Kings depend, 
And never rebel was to arts a friend.” 


General Paoli obſerved, that ſucceſsful rebels might. MARTINELLI. ““ Happy 
rebellions. Gol Dp SMITH. © We have no ſuch phraſe.” GENERAL PAO I. 
< But have you not the hing? GolpsMITH. © Yes; all our happy revo- 
lutions. They have hurt our conſtitution, and will hurt it, till we mend it by 
another Happy REVOLUTION.” ] never before diſcovered that my friend 
Goldſmitli had fo much of the old prejudice in him. 

General Paoli, talking of Goldſmith's new play, faid, © I] @ fait un com- 
Pliment tres gracieux d une cer taine e, dame; 15 n a Ducheſs of the 
firſt rank. _ | g 

I expreſſed a doubt whether Goldſmith intended it, in order that I might 
hear the truth from himſelf. It, perhaps, was not quite fair to endeavour to 
bring him to a confeſſion, as he might not wiſh to avow poſitively his taking 
part againſt the Court. He ſmiled and heſitated. The General at once 
relieved him, by this beautiful image: Monſieur Goldſmith e comme la mer 
qui jette des perles et beaucoup d autres belles choſes, ſans Sen appercevoir.” 
GoLD$SMITH. * yes bien dit, et tres elegamment.” - 

A perſon was mentioned, who it was ſaid could take down in ſhort hand the 
ſpeeches in parliament with perfect exactneſs. JohxNSsON. © Sir, it is impoſ- 
ſible. I remember one Angel, who came to me to write for him a Preface or 
Dedication to a book upon ſhort hand, and he profeſſed to write as faſt as a 
man could ſpeak. In order to try him, I took down a book, and read while 
he wrote; and I favoured him, for I read more deliberately than uſual. I had 
- proceeded but a very little way, when he begged I would deſiſt, for he could 
not follow me.” Hearing now for the firſt time of this Preface or Dedication, . 
I faid, «© What an expence, Sir, do you put us to in buying books, to which 
you have written Prefaces or Dedications.” Joanson. © Why I have dedi- 
cated to the Royal Family all round ; that is to fay, to the laſt generation of the 
Royal Family.” GorLpsmITH, © And perhaps, Sir, not one ſentence of wit 
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in a whole Dedication.” Jounson. <« Perhaps not, Sir.” BoswzLL. „“ What 


Etat. 64. then is the reaſon for applying to a particular perſon to do that which any one 


may do as well?” JornsoN, -« Why, Sir, one man has greater readineſs 
at doing it than another.“ 

I ſpoke of Mr. Harris, of Saliſbury, as being a very learned man, uti in 
particular an eminent Grecian. JohxsONx. © I am not ſure of that. His 
friends give _ out as ſuch, but I know not who of his friends are able to 


= ale of | * Gorpsurrn. « He is what f is much better: he is a worthy 
humane man.” JohxSsON. © Nay, Sir, that is not to the purpoſe of our 
argument : that will as much prove that he can play upon the fiddle as well 


as Giardini, as that he is an eminent Grecian.” GoLpsMITH. © The greateſt 


muſical performers have but ſmall emoluments. Giardini, I am. told, does 
not get above ſeven hundred a year.” JoxnsoNn. © That is, indeed, but little 


for a man to get, who does beſt that which ſo many endeavour to do. There 
is nothing, I think, in which the power of art is ſhewn ſo much as in playing 


on the fiddle. In all other things we can do ſomething at firſt. Any man 


will forge a bar of iron, if you give him a hammer; not ſo well as a ſmith, 
but tolerably. A man will ſaw a piece of wood, and make a box, though a2 
clumſy one; but give him a fiddle and a fddle-ſtick, and he can do nothing.” 

On Monday, April 19, he called on me with Mrs. Williams, in Mr. 
Strahan's coach, and carried me out to dine with Mr. Elphinſton, at his 
academy at Kenſington. A printer having acquired a fortune ſufficient to 
keep his coach, was a good topick for the coedic of literature. Mrs. Williams 
aid, that another printer, Mr. Hamilton, had not waited ſo long as Mr. 
Strahan, but had kept his coach ſeveral years ſooner. Joanson. © He was 
in the right. Life is ſhort. The ſooner that a man begins to enjoy his wealth 
the better.” 

Mr. Elphinſton talked of a new book that was much admired, and aſked 
Dr. Johnſon if he had read it. Joansown. © I have looked into it.” © What 
(faid Elphinſton,) have you not read it through ?” Johnſon, offended at 


being thus preſſed, and ſo obliged to own his curſory mode of reading, 
anſwered tartly, © No, Sir; do you read books through ?” 


He this day again defended duelling, and put his argument upon what 1 
have ever thought the moſt ſolid baſis; that if publick war be allowed to 
be conſiſtent with morality, private war muſt be equally ſo. Indeed we may 
obſerve what ſtrained arguments are uſed, to reconcile war with the Chriſtian 
religion. But, in my opinion, it is exceedingly clear that duelling having 


better reaſons for its barbarous violence, is more juſtifiable than war, in 
which 
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"Wh thouſands go forth without any cauſe of perſonal quarrel, and maſſacre . 
gt other. S eee, Seu, Jha {nr eu 52 3 . 
On Wedneſday, April 21, I dined with him at Mr. Thrale's. A nds ee AR NE; 

man attacked Garrick for being vain. Joansox. « No wonder, Sir, that he 3 12 3 2 — fy, 
is vain; a man who. is perpetually flattered in every mode that can be con- N * 
ceived. So many bellows have blown the fire, that one wonders he is not be. 7” 
this time become a cinder.”  BoswzLL. © And. ſuch bellows too. Lori 
Mansfield with his cheeks like to burſt: Lord Chatham like an Rolus. 7. ©< 
have read ſuch notes from them to him as were enough to turn his head.. 
Jonxsox. © True. When he whom every body elſe flatters, flatters me, I / p 


then am truly happy.” Ms. TRHRALE. © The ſentiment is in Congreve, IL 
think.” Jonxson. « Yes, Madam, in The Way of the World: 5 | 


: © If there's delight in love, tis when I ſee. 
8 1 ® That heart which others bleed for, bleed for me.” 


Ne o, Sir, 1 ſhould not be ſurprized though Garrick chained he” ocean, and 
laſhed the winds.” \BoswzLr. cc IT. It not be, * laſhed bes ocean and 
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'* In 3 Mae. Eurum bine egy 4 0 
© Barbarusz Aolio nunquam hoc in carcere Paſſos, 


« Iſum compedibus | 2 vinxerat | Zangh Ig cum.” 


| This does very well, when both the winds and the ſea are perſonified, and 
mentioned by their mythological names, as in Juvenal; but when they are men- 
tioned in plain language, the application of the epithets ſuggeſted by me, is 
the moſt obyious; and accordingly my friend himſelf, in his imitation of the 


| e which deſcribes Xerxes, has | 2 
8 £00 The waves he laſhes, and enchains the wind. . ney gh 


The modes of living i in different countries, and the various views with which | 
men travel in queſt of new ſcenes, having been talked of, a learned gentleman 
who holds a conſiderable office in the law, expatiated on the happineſs of a 
. ſavage life; and mentioned an inſtance of an officer who had actually lived for 
ſome time in the wilds of America, of whom, when in that ſtate, he quoted 
this reflection with an air of admiration, as if it had been deeply philoſo- 

phical: Here am I, free and unreſtrained, amidſt the rude magnificence of 


Nature, with this Indian woman by my fide, and this gun, with which I can 
e procure 
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3 neſs?” It did not require much ſagacity to foreſee that ſuch a ſentiment 


paſſionate man will ſtab another.“ He added, „] have often thought, that 


do any thing, however deſperate, becauſe he has nothing to fear.“ Gol DSM ITH. 


and was glad to find that Beauclerk had the ſame reverential enthuſiaſm. We - eplo, 


Letters to Lord Mansfield; a copy of which had been ſent by the authour 7 


man will ſend to buy a thing that coſts even ſix-pence, without an intention to 
read it.“ BoswELL, May it not be doubted, Sins whether 1 it be proper to 


# 
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procure. food when I want it: what more can be deſired for human happi- 


would not be permitted to paſs without due animadverſion. Joansow. © Do 
not allow yourſelf, Sir, to be impoſed upon by ſuch groſs abſurdity. It is ſad 
ſtuff; it is brutiſh, If a bull could ſpeak, he might as well exclaim, —Here 
am I with this cow and this graſs ; what being can enjoy greater felicity ?” 
We talked of the melancholy end of a gentleman who had deſtroyed him- 
ſelf. JonunsoN. © It was owing to imaginary difficulties in his affairs, which, 
had he talked with any friend, would ſoon have vaniſhed.” BoswtzLt. «© Do 
you think, Sir, that all who commit ſuicide are mad?“ Jonnsox. “ Sir, 
they are often not univerſally diſordered in their intelle&s, but one paſſion 
preſſes ſo upon them that they yield to it, and commit ſuicide, as a 


after a man has taken the reſolution to kill himſelf, it is not courage in him to 


« ] don't ſee that.“ JohNSõ§d.Nay but, my dear Sir, why ſhould not you 
ſee what every one elſe ſees?” Gol DpsMrrh. © It is for fear of ſomething that 
he has reſolved to kill himſelf; and will. not that timid diſpoſition reſtrain 
him ?” Jonxsox. « Tt does not ſignify that the fear of ſomething made him 
reſolve ; it is upon the ſtate of his mind after the reſolution is taken, that I 


; argue. Suppoſe a man, either from fear, or pride, or conſcience, or whatever 


motive, has reſolved to kill himſelf; when once the reſolution is taken, he 
has nothing to fear. He may then go and take the King of Pruſſia by the 
noſe, at the head of his army. He cannot fear the rack, who is reſolved to 
kill himſelf. When Euſtace Budgel was walking down to the Thames deter- 
mined to drown himſelf, he might, if he pleaſed, without any 8 HE uh 
of danger, have turned aſide, and firſt ſet fire to St. James's palace.” " . | 
On Tueſday, April 27, Mr. Beauclerk and I called on him in the morning. 92 
As we walked up Johnſon's-court, I ſaid, © I have a veneration for this court; J u 


found him alone. We talked of Mr. Andrew Stuart's elegant and plauſible feen 


to Dr. Johnſon. Jonxsow. „ They have not anſwered the end. They 4. 
have not been talked of: I have never heard of them. This is owing to for i" 
their not being ſold. People ſeldom read a book which is given to them; 


and few are given. The way to ſpread a work is to ſell it at a low price. No 


1 | | publiſh 
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publiſh letters, arraigning the ultimate deciſion of an important cauſe by the 
ſupreme judicature of the nation?“ Joanson. © No, Sir, I do not think it 
was wrong to publiſh theſe letters. If they are thought to do harm, why not 


anſwer them? But they will do no harm. If Mr. Douglas be indeed the 


ſon of Lady Jane, he cannot be hurt: if he be not her ſon, and yet has the 


great eſtate of the family of Douglas, he may well ſubmit to have a pamphlet 


againſt him by Andrew Stuart. Sir, I think ſuch a publication does good, as 
it does good to ſhew us the poſſibilities of human life. And, Sir, you will 
not ſay that the Douglas cauſe was a cauſe of eaſy deciſion, when it divided 
your Court as much as it could do, to be determined at all. When your 


Judges were ſeven and ſeven, the caſting vote of the Preſident muſt be given 


on one ſide or other; no matter, for my argument, on which; one or the 
other muſt be taken; as when I am to move, there is no matter which leg 
1 move firſt. And then, Sir, it was otherwiſe determined here. No, Sir, a 
more dubious determination of any queſtion cannot be imagined®.” 

He faid, « Goldſmith ſhould not be for ever attempting to ſhine in conver- 


ſation: he has not temper for it, he is ſo much mortified when he fails. Sir, 


a game of jokes is compoſed partly of ſkill, partly of chance. A man may 
be beat at times by one who has not the tenth part of his wit. Now Gold- 


ſmith's putting himſelf againſt another, is like a man laying a, hundred to one 


who cannot ſpare the hundred. It 1s not worth a man's while. A man ſhould 


not lay a hundred to one, unleſs he can eaſily ſpare it, though he has a hundred 
chances for him: he can get but a guinea, and he may loſe a hundred. 


Goldſmith is in this ſtate. When he. contends, if he gets the better, it is a 

very little addition to a man of his literary reputation: if he does not get the 

better, he is miſerably vexed.“ 
Johnſon's own ſuperlative power of wit ſet kim above any riſk of ſuch 


uneaſineſs. Garrick had remarked to me of him, a few days before, Rabe- 
lais and all other wits are nothing compared with hum. You may be diverted 
by them ; but Johnſon gives you a forcible hug, and ſhakes laughter out of 
you, whether you will or no.“ 


9238 I regretted that Dr, Johnſon never took the trouble to ſtudy a queſtion which intereſted nations. 
He would not even read a pamphlet which I wrote upon it, entitled“ The Eſſence of the Douglas 
Cauſe,” which, I have reaſon to flatter myſelf, had conſiderable effect in favour of Mr. Douglas; 


of whoſe legitimate filiation I was then, and am till, firmly convinced. Let me add, that no fact 


can be more reſpectably aſcertained, than by a judgement of the moſt auguſt tribunal in the 
world; a-judgement, in which Lord Mansfield and Lord Camden united in 1 769, and from which 
only five of a numerous body entered a proteſt. 
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1 THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON: 
1773. — Goldſmith, however, was often very fortunate in his witty conteſts, event 
D n, he entered the liſts with Johnſon himſelf. Sir Joſhua Reynolds was in 
- company with them one day, when Goldſmith faid; that he thought he could 
write a good fable, mentioned the ſimplicity which that kind of compoſition 
requires, and obſerved, that in moſt fables the animals introduced ſeldom talk 
in character. For.inſtance, (ſaid he,) the fable of the little fiſhes, who ſaw 
birds fly over their heads, and envying them, petitioned Jupiter to be changed 
into birds. The {kill (continued he, ) conſiſts in making them talk like little 
fiſhes.” While he indulged. himſelf in this fanciful reverie, he obſerved 
Johnſon ſhaking his ſides, and laughing. Upon which he ſmartly proceeded, 
.«« Why, Dr. Johnſon, this is not ſo eaſy as you ſeem to think; for a: y_ 
were to make little fiſhes talk, they would talk like wi AL Es. 
Johnſon, though remarkable for his great variety of e never 
exerciſed his talents in fable, except we allow his beautiful tale publiſhed in 
Mrs. Williams's Miſcellanies to be of. that ſpecies. I have, however, found 
among his manuſcript collections the following ſketch of one: 
4 eee lying in the garden ſaw a candle in a ern palace. 
and complained of the littleneſs of his own light; — another obſerved wait 
a little ;—ſoon dark ;—have outlaſted noxa many] of heiß ging. lights which 
only are brighter as they haſte to nothing.” 
TL On Thurſday, April 29, I dined with him at General 1 Oglethorpe” s, where 
| were Sir Joſhua Reynolds, Mr. Langton, Dr. Goldſmith, and Mr. Thrale. 
I was very deſirous to get Dr. Johnſon abſolutely fixed in his reſolution to ga 
with me to the. Hebrides this year; and J. told him that I had: received a 
letter from Dr. Robertſon the hiſtorian upon the ſubject, with which he was 
much pleaſed, and now talked in ſuch a manner of his long-intended tour, that 
I was ſatisfied he meant to fulfil his engagement. 
The cuſtom of eating dogs at Otaheite being 3 Goldſmith 
obſerved, that this was alſo a cuſtom in China; that a dog-butcher is as com- 
mon there as any other butcher; and that when he walks abroad all the dogs 
fall on him. Jonhxsov. «That is not owing. to his killing dogs, Sir. I 
remember a butcher at Lichfield, whom a dog that was in the houſe where I 
ved, always attacked. It is the ſmell of ey which provokes this, let the 
animals he has killed be what they may.” Gor psmiTy, © Yes,. there is a 
general abhorrence in animals at the ſigns of maſſacre. If you: put a tub full of 
blood into a ſtable, the horſes are like to go mad.” JoHNSON. 1 doubt 
that.“ GoLpsmiTa.. «© Nay, Sir, it is a fact well authenticated.” ” THRALE. 


66 Lou had better prove it before you put i into your book on natural hiſtory. 
You. 


- 


- 
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You may * in my ſtable if you will.“ Jokxsox. « Nay, Sir, I would 


not have him prove it. If he is content to take his information from others, 
he may get through his book with little trouble, and without much endanger- 
ing his reputation. But if he makes experiments for ſo comprehenſive a book 
as his, there would be no end to them; his erroneous aſſertions would then 
fall upon himſelf; and he might be blamed for not having made experiments 
as to every particular.” 


+ i 128 
— 
Etat. 64. 


The character of Mallet having been introduced, and ſpoken af lightingly by 


Gad Jonhxsox. « Why, Sir, Mallet had talents enough to keep his lite- 
rary reputation alive as long as he himſelf lived ; and that, let me tell you, is a 
good deal.” GoLDsMITH. © But I cannot agree that it was ſo. His literary 


reputation was dead long before his natural death. I conſider an authour's lite- 


rary reputation to be alive only while his name will enſure a good price for his 

copy from the bookſellers. I will get you (to Johnſon,), a hundred guineas 

for any thing whatever that you. ſhall write, if you put your name to it.” - 
Dr. Goldſmith's new play, She ſtoops to conquer,” being mentioned ;. 


: Jonxsox. «x, know. of no comedy for many years that has ſo much 9 


rated an audience, that hee: anſwered ſo much the great end of comedy, 
making an audience merry.” 


Goldſmith having ſaid, that Garrick's compliment to 3 the Queen, which ke 
introduced into the play of © The Chances, which he had altered and reviſed 


this year, was mean and groſs flattery ;—Joxnson. © Why, Sir, I would not 


write, I would not give ſolemnly under my hand a character beyond what I 
thought really true; but a ſpeech on the ſtage, let it flatter ever ſo extrava- 


gantly, is formular. It has always been formular to flatter Kings and Queens; 


ſo much ſo, that even in our church-ſervice we have our moſt religious. 
King,“ uſed indiſcriminately, whoever is King. Nay, they even flatter them-- 


ſelves;— we have been graciouſly pleaſed to grant. No modern flattery, how- 


ever, is ſo groſs as that of the Auguſtan age, where the Emperour was deified. 
© Preſens Divus habebitur Auguſtus.” And as to meanneſs, (riſing into warmth,) 
how is it mean in a player,—a ſhowman,—a fellow who exhibits himſelf for 


a ſhilling, to flatter his Queen ? The attempt, indeed, was dangerous; for if 


it had miſſed, what became of Garrick, and what became of the Queen? 
As Sir William Temple ſays of a great General, it is neceſſary not only that 
his deſigns ſhauld be formed in a maſterly manner, but that they ſhould be 
attended with ſucceſs. Sir, it is right, at a time when the Royal Family 
is not generally liked, to let it be ſeen that the people like at leaſt one of 


them,” SIR Josnua REYNOLDS. « do not perceive why the profeſſion of a. 


player 
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player ſhould be deſpiſed ; for the great and ultimate end of all the FRET 
ments of mankind is to produce amuſement. Garrick produces more amuſe- 
ment than any body.” Bosweir. “ You ſay, Dr. Johnſon, that Garrick 
exhibits himſelf for a ſhilling. In this reſpect he is only on a footing with a 

lawyer whorexhibits fimſelf for his fee, and even will maintain any nonſenſe 

or abſurdity, if the ca ſe requires it. Garrick refuſes a play or a part which he 
does not like; a lawyer never refuſes.” Jonnson. * Why, Sir, what does 
this prove? only that à lawyer is worſe. Boſwell is now like Jack in © The 
Tale of a Tub, who, when he is puzzled by an argument, hangs himſelf. 
He thinks I ſhall cut him down, but II let him hang,“ (laughing vociferouſly.) 
Sm Joshua RzvyNnoLDs. * Mr. Boſwell thinks that the profeſſion of a lawyer 


being unqueſtionably honourable, if he can ew r on Ne ayer 2, 47 ta fl 


be more honourable, he proves his argument.“ 
On Friday, April 30, I dined with him at Mr. ies where were 
Lord Charlemont, Sir Joſhua Reynolds, and ſome more members of the 


Literary Club, whom he had obligingly invited to meet me, as J was this 


evening to be balloted for as candidate for admiſſion into that diſtinguiſhed 


ſociety. Johnſon had done me the honour to propoſe me, and Beauclerk was 


very zealous for me. | 

Goldſmith being mentioned; 5 cc It is amazing how little Goldfmith ; 
knows. He ſeldom comes where he is not more ignorant than any one elſe.” 
S Josua REVYVNOL DS. © Yet there is no man whoſe company is more liked.” 


Jonxsox. © To be ſure, Sir. When people find a man of the moſt diſtin- 


guiſhed abilities as a writer, their inferiour while he is with them, it muſt be 


highly gratifying to them. What Goldſmith comically lays of himſelf is very 
true, —he always gets the better when he argues alone; ;—meaning, that he is 


maſter of a ſubje& in his ſtudy, and can write well upon it; but when he 


comes into company, grows confuſed, and unable to talk. Take him as a 


Poet, his © Traveller? is a very fine performance ; ; aye, and ſo is his © Deſerted 
Village, were it not ſometimes too much the echo of his Traveller.“ 


Whether, indeed, we take him as a poet,—as a comick writer,—or as an 


DYE 4 


hiſtorian, he ſtands in the firſt claſs.” BOS WELL. An hiſtorian ! My dear Sir, 


you ſurely will not rank his compilation of the Roman H iſtory with the works 
of other hiſtorians of this age?” Jounson. © Why, who are before him?“ 
'BoswELL. © Hume, - Robertſon,.— Lord Lyttelton.” Johxsox. (His anti- 


Joo to the Scotch beginning to riſe,) *I have not read Hume; but, doubt- 


els, Goldſmith's Hiſtory is better than the verbiage of Robertſon, or the foppery 


of Dalrymple.” BoswzLL. “ Will you not t admit the ſuperiority of Reborn, 
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in whoſe Hiſtory we find ſuch penetration, — —ſuch painting ?” Jonnsov. 
« Sir, you mult conſider how that penetration and that painting are employed. 
It is not hiſtory, it is imagination. He who deſcribes what he never faw, 
draws from fancy. Robertſon paints minds as Sir Joſhua paints faces in a 
hiſtory-piece : he imagines an heroick countenance. You muſt look upon 
Robertſon's work as romance, and try it by that ſtandard. Hiſtory it is 
not. Beſides, Sir, it is the great excellence of a writer to put into his book 


as much as his book will hold. Goldſmith has done this in his Hiſtory. Now 
Robertſon might have put twice as much into his book. Robertſon is like a 


man who has packed gold in wool: the wool-takes up more room than the 


gold. No, Sir; I always thought Robertſon would be cruſhed by his own 
weight, would be buried under his own ornaments. Goldſmith tells you 


ſhortly all you want to know : Robertſon detains you a great deal too long. 
No man will read Robertſon's cumbrous detail a ſecond time ; but Goldſmith's 


plain narrative will pleaſe again and again. TI would ſay to Robertſon what an 


old tutor of a College ſaid to one of his pupils: © Read over your compo- 
ſitions, and wherever you meet with a paſſage which you think is particularly 


fine, ſtrike it out.” Goldſmith's abridgement is better than that of Lucius 


Florus or Eutropius ; and I will venture to ſay, that if you compare him with 
Vertot, in the ſame places of the Roman Hiſtory, you will find that he excels 


Vertot. Sir, he has the art of compiling, and of ſaying every thing he has to 
ſay in a pleaſing manner. He is now writing a Natural Hiſtory, and will make 


it as entertaining as a Perſian Tale.” 


I cannot diſmiſs the preſent topick without obſerving, that it is probable 
that Dr. Johnſon, who owned that he often © talked for victory, rather urged 


plauſible objections to Dr. Robertſon's excellent hiſtorical works, in the ardour 


of conteſt, than expreſſed his real and decided opinion; for it is not eaſy to 
ſuppoſe, that he ſhould ſo widely differ from the reſt of the literary world. 
Jonnson. © I remember once being with Goldſmith in Weſtmunſter-abbey. | 
While we ſurveyed the Poets” Corner, I ſaid to him, 


© Forſitan et noftrum nomen miſcebitur iſtts . 


When we got to Temple-bar he pps me, pointed to the heads upon it, . 


and ſlily whiſpered me, 


* Forfitan et noſtrum nomen i iſcebitur 1: ISTIS *, 


7 Ovid. de Art. Amand. 1. iii. v. 13. 


In alluſion to Dr. Johnſon" s ſuppoſed political N and perhaps his own. ; 
Johnſon 
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1773. Johnſon praiſed John Bunyan highly. © His « Pilgrim's Progreſs” has 
er great merit, both for invention, imagination, and the conduct of the ſtory; 
1 and it has had the beſt evidence of its merit, the general and continued appro- 
Hbation of mankind. ® Few books, I believe, have had a more extenſive ſale. 
It is remarkable, that it begins very much like the poem of Dante; yet there 
was no tranſlation of Dante when de wrote. T here 18 reaſon to chink 
that he had read Spencer.“ | 
A propoſition which had been agitated, that monuments to eminent perſons 
ſhould, for the time to come, be erected in St. Paul's church as well as in 
MWeſtminſter- abbey, was mentioned; and it was aſked, who ſhould be honoured 
by having his monument firſt erected there. Somebody ſuggeſted Pope. 
Jonnson. “ Why, Sir, as Pope was a Roman Catholick, I would not have 
his to be firſt. I think Milton's rather ſhould have the precedence. I think. 
more highly of him now than I did at twenty: There is more nn in 
him and in Butler than in any of our poets.” 
Some of the company expreſſed a wonder why the authour of ſo excellent 
a book as “ The whole Duty of Man” ſhould conceal himſelf. Johxsov. 
c There may be different reaſons aſſigned for this, any onc of which would be 
very ſufficient. He may have been a clergyman, and may have thought that 
his religious counſels would have leſs weight when known to come from a man 
whoſe profeſſion was Theology. He may have been a man whoſe practice 
was not ſuitable to his principles; fo that his character might injure the effect 
of his book, which he had written in a ſeaſon of penitence. Or he may have 
been a man of rigid {elf-demal, ſo that he would have no reward for his pious , - , , 
labours while in this world, but refer it all to a future ſtate.” - Very u „ 
The gentlemen went away to their club, and I was left at Beauclerk's till 4. Pry is 
the fate of my election ſhould be announced to me. In a ſhort time! os 
received the agreeable intelligence that I was choſen. I haſtened to the place | 
of meeting, and was introduced to ſuch a ſociety as can ſeldom be found. . 
Mr. Edmund Burke, whom I then ſaw for the firſt time, and whoſe ſplendid | 
_ talents had long made me ardently with for his acquaintance ; Dr. Nugent, 
Mr. Garrick, Dr. Goldſmith, Mr. (now Sir William,) Jones, and the com- 
pany with whom I had dined. Upon my entrance, Johnſon placed himſelf 
behind a chair, on which he leaned as on a deſk or pulpit, and with humorous 
formality gave me a Charge, Pointing out the conduct expected from me as a 
good member of this club. 
Soldſmith produced ſome very abſurd verſes which had been publickly 


exited to an audience for money. J OHNSON, © 74 can —— this nonſenſe. 
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There was' a poem called © Eugenio,” which came out ſore years ago, and 
ee thus: 


"8 And now, ye trifling ſelf-afſuming eives,. 
Brimful of pride, of nothing, of yourſelves, 
© Survey Eugenio, view him o'er and o'er, 
© Then ſink into yourſelves, and be no more.” 


Nay, Dryden i in his poem on the Royal Society, has theſe lines: 


Then we upon our globe's laſt verge ſhall go, 
And ſee the ocean leaning on the ſky ; 
© From thence our rolling neighbours we ſhall know, 
And on the lunar world ſecurely pry.” 


Talking of puns, Johnſon, who had a great contempt for that ſpecies of 
wit, deigned to allow that there was one Je good pun in * Menagiana,” I think 
on the word corps. 

Much pleaſant converſation paſſed, which Johnſon reliſhed with great good 
humour. But his converſation alone, or what led to it, or was interwoven 
with! it, is the buſineſs of this work. 

On Saturday, May 1, we dined by ourſelves at our old rendezvous, the 
Mitre tavern, He was placid, but not much diſpoſed to talk. He obſerved, 
that “ The Iriſh mix better with the Engliſh than the Scotch do; their lan- 
guage is nearer to Engliſh ; as a proof of which, they ſucceed very well as 
players, which Scotchmen do not. Then, Sir, they have not that extreme 


nationality which we find in the Scotch. I will do you, Boſwell, the juſtice 


to ſay, that you are the moſt w/cortified of your countrymen. You are almoſt 
the only inſtance of a Scotchman that I have known, who did not at every 
other ſentence bring in ſome other Scotchman.“ 

We drank tea with Mrs. Williams. I introduced a queſtion which has been 
much agitated in the Church of Scotland, whether the claim of lay-patrons to 
preſent miniſters to pariſhes be well founded; and ſuppoſing it to be well 
founded, whether it ought to be exerciſed without the concurrence of the 
people? That Church is compoſed of a ſeries of judicatures: a Preſbytery,— 
a Synod, —and, finally, a General Aſſembly; before all of which, this matter 
may be contended: and in ſome caſes the Preſbytery having refuſed to induct 
or /ettle, as they call it, the perſon preſented by the patron, it has been found 


— to — to the General Aſſembly. He ſaid, might ſee the ac 
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un. well treated in the Defence of Pluralities; and although he thought that a 
Eat, 64. patron ſhould exerciſe his right with tenderneſs to the inclinatians of the people 
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of a pariſn, he was very clear as to his right. Then ſuppoſing the queſtion 
to be pleaded before the General Aſſembly, he dictated to me what follows: 

« AGAINST the right of patrons is. commonly oppoſed, by the inferiour 
judicatures, the plea of conſcience. Their conſcience tells them, that the 
people ought to chooſe their paſtor; their conſcience tells them that they 
ought not to impoſe upon a congregation a miniſter ungrateful and unaccept- 
able to his auditors. Conſcience is nothing more than a conviction felt by our- 
ſelves of ſomething to be done, or ſomething to be avoided; and, in queſtions 
of ſimple unperplexed morality, conſcience is very often a guide that may 
be truſted. But before conſcience can determine, the ſtate of the queſtion 
is ſuppoſed to be completely known. In queſtions of law, or of fact, con- 
ſcience is very often confounded with opinion. No man's conſcience can tell 
him the rights of another man: they mult be known by rational inveſtigation 
or hiſtorical enquiry. Opinion, which he that holds it may call his conſcience, 
may teach ſome men that religion would be promoted, and quiet preſerved, 2 
by granting to the people univerſally the choice of their miniſters. But it is 
a conſcience very ill informed that violates the rights of one man, for the con- 
venience of another. Religion cannot be promoted by injuſtice : and it was 

never. yet found that a popular election was very quietly tranſacted. 

* juſtice would be violated by transferring to the people the right of 
patronage, is apparent to all who know whence that right had its original. 
The right of patronage was not at firſt a privilege torne by power from unre- 
fiſting poverty. It is not an authority at firſt uſurped in times of ignorance, and 
eſtabliſhed only by ſucceſſion and by precedents. It is not a grant capriciouſly 
made from a higher tyrant to a lower. It is a right dearly purchaſed by the 
firſt poſſeſſors, and juſtly inherited by thoſe that ſucceeded them. When 
Chriſtianity was eſtabliſhed in this iſland, a regular mode of publick worſhip 
was preſcribed. Publick worſhip requires a publick place ; and the proprie- 
tors of lands, as they were converted, built churches for their families and 
their vaſſals. For the maintenance of miniſters, they ſettled a certain portion 
of their lands; and a diſtrict, through which each miniſter was required to 
extend his care, was, by that circumſcription, conſtituted a pariſh, This is 
a poſition ſo generally received in England, that the extent of a manor and 
of a pariſh are regularly received for each other. The churches which the 
proprietors of lands had thus built and thus endowed, 'they juſtly thought 


themſelves entitled to provide with miniſters ; and where the epiſcopal govern- 
. M | ment 
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ment prevails, the Biſhop has no power to reje& a man nominated by the 


patron, but for ſome crime that might exclude him from the prieſthood. X 7 =. 


For the endowment of the church being the gift of the landlord, he was con- 
ſequently at liberty to give it according to his choice, to any man capable 
of performing the holy offices. The e did not chooſe him, becauſe the 
people did not pay him. | 

« We hear it ſometimes urge, that this original right is paſſed out of 
memory, and is obliterated and obſcured by many tranſlations of property and 
changes of government; that ſcarce any church is now in the hands of the 
heirs of the builders; and that the preſent perſons have entered ſubſequently 
upon the pretended rights by a thouſand accidental and unknown cauſes. Much 
of this, perhaps, is true. But how is the right of patronage extinguiſhed * ? 
If the right followed the lands, it is poſſeſſed by the ſame equity by which 
the lands are poſſeſſed. It is, in effect, part of the manor, and protected by 
the ſame laws with every other privilege. Let us ſuppoſe an eſtate forfeited 
by treaſon, and granted by the Crown to a new family. With the lands were 
forfeited all the rights appendant to thoſe lands; by the ſame power that grants 


the lands, the rights alſo are granted. The right loſt to the patron falls not 


to the people, but is either retained by the Crown, or, what to the people 1s 
the ſame thing, is by the Crown given away. Let it change hands ever fo 


often, it is poſſeſſed by him that receives it with the ſame right as it was con- 
veyed. It may, indeed, like all our poſſeſſions, be forcibly ſeized or fraudu- 
lently obtained. But no injury is ſtill done to the people; for what they never 


had, they have never loſt. Caius may uſurp the right of Titius ; but neither 
Caius nor Titius injure the people: and no man's conſcience, however tender 
or however active, can prompt him to reſtore what may be proved to have 
been never taken away. Suppoſing, what I think cannot be proved, that a 
popular election of miniſters were to be deſired, our deſires are not the meaſure 
of equity. It were to be deſired that power ſhould be only in the hands of 
the merciful, and riches in the poſſeſſion of. the generous ; but the law muſt 
leave both-riches and power where it finds them ; and muſt often leave riches 


with the covetous, and power with the cruel. Convenience may be a rule in 


little things, where no other rule has been eſtabliſhed. But as the great end 
of government is to give every man his own, no inconvenience 1s greater than 
that of making right uncertain. Nor is any man more an enemy to publick 
peace, than he who fills weak heads with imaginary claims, and breaks the 
ſeries of civil ſubordination, by comme} F the 16 lower claſſes of mankind to 


encroach upon the higher, 
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412 THE LIFE OF. DR. JOHNSON. 
1773- e Having thus ſhewn that the right of patronage, being originally purchaſed, | 
Fg may be legally transferred, and that it is now in the hands of lawful poſſeſſors, 
at leaſt as certainly as any ether right, we have left to the advocates of the 
people no other plea than that of convenience. Let us, therefore, now con- 
ſider what the people would really gain by a general abolition of the right of 
patronage. What is moſt to be deſired by ſuch a change is, that the country 
ſhould be ſupplied with better miniſters. But why ſhould we ſuppoſe that the 
pariſh will make a wiſer choice than the patron? If we ſuppoſe mankind 
actuated by intereſt, the patron. is more likely to chooſe with caution, becauſe 
he will fuffer more by chooſing wrong. By the deficiencies of his miniſter, or 
by his vices, he is equally offended with the reſt of the congregation ;. but he 
will have this reaſon more to lament them, that they will be imputed to his 
abſurdity or corruption. The qualifications: of a miniſter are well known to 
be learning and piety. Of his learning the patron is probably the only judge 
in the pariſh ; and of his piety not leſs a judge than others; and is more likely 
to inquire minutely and diligently before he gives a preſentation, than one of 
the parochial rabble, who can give nothing but a vote. It may be urged, that 
though the pariſh might not chooſe better miniſters, they would at leaſt chooſe 
- miniſters whom they like better, and who would therefore officiate with greater 
efficacy. That ignorance and perverſeneſs ſhould always obtain what they like; 
was never conſidered as the end of government; of which it is the great and 
ſtanding benefit,. that the wiſe-fee for the ſimple, and the regular act for the 
capricious. . But that: this argument ſuppoſes the people capable of judging, 
and reſolute to act according to their beſt judgements, though this be ſuf- 
ficiently abſurd, is not all its abſurdity. It ſuppoſes not only wiſdom, but 
unanimity in thoſe, who upon no other occaſions are unanimous or wiſe. If 
by ſome ſtrange. concurrence all the voices of. a. pariſh. ſhould unite in the 
choice of- any- ſingle man, though I could: not charge the patron with injuſtice 
for preſenting- a miniſter, I ſhould cenſure him as unkind and injudicious. 
But, it is evident, that as in all other popular elections there will be contra- 
riety of judgement and. acrimony of paſſion, a pariſh upon every vacancy 
would break into factions, and the conteſt for the choice of a miniſter would 
ſet neighbours at variance and bring diſcord into families. The miniſter would 
be taught all. the arts of a candidate, would flatter ſome and bribe others; E x, 
and the electors, as in all other caſes, would call for holidays and ale, and 
break the heads of each other during the jollity. of the canvas. The time 
muſt, however, come at laſt, when one of the factions muſt prevail, and one 


of the miniſters get PORN of the church, On what terms does he enter 
upon 8 
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upon his miniſtry. but thoſe of enmity with half his pariſh? By what prudence 
or what diligence can he hope to conciliate the affections of that party by whoſe 


defeat he has obtained his living? Every man who voted againſt him will 
enter the church with hanging head and downcaſt eyes, afraid to encounter 


that neighbour by whoſe vote and influence he has been overpowered. He 


will hate his neighbour for oppoſing him, and his miniſter for having profpered 
by the oppoſition ; and,, as he will never ſee him but with pain, he will never 
| fee him but with hatred. Of a miniſter preſented by the patron, the pariſh 
has ſeldom any thing worſe to ſay than that they do not know him. Of a 
miniſter choſen by a popular conteſt, all thoſe who do not favour him have 


nurſed up in their boſoms principles of hatred and reaſons of rejection. Anger 


is excited. principally by pride. The pride of a common man is very little 


exaſperated by the ſuppoſed uſurpation of an acknowledged ſuperiour. He 
bears only his little ſhare of a general evil, and ſuffers in common with the 
whole Pariſh : but when the conteſt is between equals, the defeat has many 


aggravations; and he that is defeated by his next neighbour is ſeldom ſatisfied 
without ſome revenge: and it is hard to ſay what bitterneſs of malignity would 
prevail i in a pariſh where theſc elections ſhould happen to be frequent, and the 


enmity of oppoſition ſhould be re-kindled before it had.cooled.” 
Though I preſent. to my readers Dr. Johnſon's maſterly thoughts on this 
ſubject, I think it proper to declare, that notwithſtanding. I am m 8 a 77 
patron, I do not entirely ſubſcribe to his opinion. Fo do not: 

On Friday, May 7, I breakfaſted with him at Mr. Thrale's in 1 ee 


| who had been divorced from her huſband by act of parliament. I. ſaid, that 
he had uſed her very ill, had behaved brutally to her, and that ſhe could not 
continue to live with him without having her delicacy contaminated; that 
affection for him was thus deſtroyed; that the eſſence of conjugal union being 
gone, there remained only a cold form, a mere civil obligation; that ſhe was 


1n the prime of life, with qualities to produce happineſs ; that theſe ought not 
to be loſt; and, that the gentleman on whoſe account ſhe was divorced had 
gained her heart while thus unhappily fituated. Seduced, perhaps, by the 


charms of the lady in queſtion, I thus attempted to palliate. what I. was fen- 
ſible could not be juſtified ; for, when I had finiſhed my harangue, my vene- 
able friend gave me a proper check: My dear Sir, never. accuſtom your 
mind to mingle virtue and vice. The woman's a whore, and there's an 


end ont.“ Tt 
He 
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While we were alone, I endeavoured as well as I could to apologiſe for a lady fea Ser 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON: 
He deſcribed the father of one of his friends thus: « Sir, he was 0 exuberant 


5 2 Eos a talker at publick meetings, that the gentlemen of his — were afraid of 


him. No buſineſs could be done for his declamation.” - - 

He did not give me full credit when I We d ne I had e on 
a ſhort converſation by ſigns with ſome Eſquimaux, who were then in London, 
particularly with one of them who was a prieſt. He thought I could not make 
them underſtand me. No man was more incredulous as to particular facts, 
which were at all extraordinary ; and therefore no man was more een 
inquiſitive, in order to diſcover the truth. 

1 dined With him this day at the houſe of my friends, Mefſticurs Edward 
and Charles Dilly, bookſellers in the Poultry: there were preſent, their elder 
brother Mr. Dilly of Bedfordſhire, Dr. Goldſmith, Mr. Langton, Mr. 
Claxton, Reverend Dr. Mayo a diſſenting miniſter, the Reverend Mr. Toplady 


and my friend the Reverend Mr. Temple. 


Hawkeſworth's compilation of the voyages to the South Sea being men- 
tioned ;—JonNson. © Sir, if you talk of it as a ſubject of commerce, it will 
be gainful; if as a book that is to increaſe human knowledge, I believe there 
will not be much of that. Hawkeſworth can tell only what the voyagers have 
told him, and they have found very little, only one new animal, I think.“ 
BoswELL. © But many inſects, Sir.” Jonnsow. “ Why, Sir, as to inſects, 
Ray reckons of Britiſh inſects twenty thouſand ren. They might have 


| have ſtaid at home and difcovered enough in that way.” 


Talking of birds, I mentioned Mr. Daines Barrington's ingenious Eflay 


+. againſt the received notion of their migration. Jornson. © I think we have 


as good evidence for the migration of woodcocks as can be deſired. We 


| find they diſappear at a certain time of the year, and appear again at a certain 
time of the year; and ſome of them, when weary in their flight, have been 


known to alight on the rigging of ſhips far out at ſea.” One of the company 
obſerved, that there had been inſtances of ſome of them found in ſummer 
in Eſſex. Jonxsox. * Sir, that ſtrengthens our argument. Exceptio probat 


. . regulam. Some being found ſhews, that, if all remained, many would be found. 


A few ſick or lame ones may be found.” GoLpsmiTH. * There is a partial 
Migration of the ſwallows ; the ſtronger ones migrate, the others do not.“ 
BoswzLL. © I am well aſſured that the people of Otaheite who have the 
bread-tree, the fruit of which ſerves them for bread, laughed heartily 
when they were informed of the tedious proceſs neceſſary with us to have 
bread ;—plowing, ſowing, . harrowing, reaping, threſhing, grinding, baking.“ 
Jonxsox. © Why, Sir, all ignorant ſavages will laugh when they are told of 
| the 
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the advantages of civilized life. Were you to tell men who live without 
houſes, how we pile brick upon brick and rafter upon rafter, and that after a 
houſe is raiſed to a certain height, a man tumbles off a ſcaffold and breaks 
his neck, he would laugh heartily at our folly in building; but it does not 


follow that men are better without houſes. 9 Sir, (holding up a ſlice of a 


good loaf,) this is better than the bread- tree.“ 
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He repeated an argument, which i is to be found in his © Rambler,” againſt 


the notion that the brute creation is endowed with the faculty of reaſon : < birds 
build by inſtinct; they never improve: they build their firſt neſt as well as 


any one that they ever build.” GorDsurrRH. © Yet we ſee if you take away 
a bird's neſt with the eggs in it, ſhe will make a lighter neſt and lay again.” 
Joansox. © Sir, that is becauſe at firſt ſhe has full time, and makes hes neſt 
deliberately. In the caſe you mention ſhe is preſſed to lay, and muſt there- 
fore make her neſt quickly, and conſequently i it will be ſlight.” GoLpsmiTH.. 
« The nidification of birds is what 1 25 leaſt known in natural hiſtory, though N 


one of the moſt curious things in it.“ 


1 introduced the ſubject of toleration. Jonxsox. © Every ſociety has a 
right to preſerve publick peace and order, and therefore has a good right to 
| prohibit the propagation of opinions which have a dangerous tendency. To 


ſay the magiſtrate has this right, is uſing an inadequate word: it is the ſociety 
for which the magiſtrate is agent. He may be morally or theologically wrong 


in reſtraining the propagation of opinions which he thinks dangerous, but he 
1s politically right.” Mayo. I am of opinion, Sir, that every man is entitled 
to liberty of conſcience in religion; and that the magiſtrate cannot reſtrain 
that right.” Johxsox. © Sir, I agree with you. Every man has a right to 
liberty of conſcience, and with that the magiſtrate cannot interfere. People 
confound liberty of thinking with liberty of talking; nay, with liberty of preach- 
ing. Every man has a phyſical right to think as he pleaſes ; for it cannot be 


diſcovered how he thinks. He has not a moral right; for he ought to inform 


himſelf and think juſtly. But, Sir, no member of a ſociety has a right to reach 
any doctrine contrary to what that ſociety holds to be true. The magiſtrate, I 
fay, may be wrong in what he thinks; but, while he thinks himſelf right, he 
may, and ought to enforce what he thinks.” MaAvo. Then, Sir, we are 
to remain always in erropir, and truth never can prevail; and the magiſtrate 
was right in perſecuting the firſt Chriſtians.” JohNSON. © Sir, the only method 
by which religious truth can be eſtabliſhed 1s by martyrdom. The magiſtrate 


has a right to enforce what he thinks; and he who is conſcious of the truth 


has a right to  ſulker. J am afraid there is no other way of aſcertaining. the 
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. £ountryman, Elwal, Sir, ſhould have been put in the ſtocks; a proper pulpit 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
truth, but by perſecution on the one hand and enduring it on the other” 


Fa: GoLDpsMITH. © But how is a man to act, Sir? Though firmly convinced of 


the truth of his doctrine, may he not think it wrong to expoſe "himſelf to 
perſecution? Has he a right to do ſo? Is it not, as it were, committing 
voluntary ſuicide?“ JonNsoN. ' ce Sir, as to voluntary ſuicide, as you call it, 
there are twenty thouſand men in an army who will go without ſcruple to be 
ſhot at, and mount a breach for five-pence a day.” *GoLpsMITH. & But have 


they a moral right to do this! ?” JohNSON. * Nay, Sir, if you will not take 


the univerſal opinion of mankind, I have nothing to tay. If mankind cannot 
defend their own way of thinking, I cannot defend it. Sir, if a man is in 
doubt whether it would be better for him to expoſe himſelf to martyrdom or 


not, he ſhould not do it. He muſt be convinced that he has a delegation 


from heaven.” GolbDbsMITH. © I would conſider whether there is the greater 


chance of good or evil upon the whole. If I ſee a man who has fallen into a 


well, I would wiſh to help him out; but if there is a greater probability that 


he ſhall pull me in, than that I ſhall pull him out, I would not atrempt it. So 
were I'to go ts Turkey, I might wiſh to convert the Grand Signor to the 
Chriſtian faith; but when I conſidered that I ſhould probably be put to death 


without effectuating my purpoſe in any degree, I ſhould keep myfelf quiet.” 


Jonnson. “t Sir, you muſt conſider that we have penfect and imperfect obli- 


gations. Perfect obligations, which are generally not to do ſomething, are 


clear and poſitive; as, thou ſhalt not kill.“ But charity, for inſtance, is 
not definable by limits. It is a duty to give to the poor ; but no man can 


ſay how much another ſhould give to the poor, or when a man has given too 
little to fave his ſoul. In the ſame manner, it is a duty to inſtruct the i igno- 
rant, and of conſequence to convert infidels to Chriſtianity; but no man in 
the common courſe of things is obliged to carry this to ſuch a degree as to 
incur the danger of martyrdom, as no man is obliged to ſtrip himſelf to the 
ſhirt.in order to give charity. I have faid, that a man muſt be perſuaded 


that he has a particular delegation from heaven.” Gol sMTTH. “ How is 


this to be known? Our firſt reformers, who were burnt for not believing 
bread and wine to be CHRIST. — Jonxsox. (interrupting him,) © Sir, they 
were not burnt for not believing bread and wine to be CHRIST, but for inſulting 


thoſe who did believe it. And, Sir, when the firſt reformers began, they did 


not intend to be martyred: as many of them ran away as could.“ BoSwzlL. 
« But, Sir, there was your countryman, Elwal, who you told me challenged 
King George with his black-guards and his red-guards.” Joxxson. «© My 


for 
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for kim; and he'd have had a numerotis audience. A man who preaches i in 
the ſtocks will always have hearers enough.” BOSwELL. « But Elwal thought 
himſelf in the right.” Jonxxson.” © We are not providing for mad people ; ; 


there are places for them in the neighbourhood,” (meaning  Moorfields. ) 


Maro. © But, Sir, is it not very hard that I ſhould not be allowed to teach my 
children what I really believe to be the truth? Joanson. © Why, Sir, you 
might contrive to teach your children extra 2 ſcandalum ; but, Sir, the magiſtrate, 
if he knows it, has a right to reſtrain you. Suppoſe you teach your children 


to be thieves?” Mavo. « This is making a joke of the ſubject. JokxsoN. 


« Nay, Sir, take it thus: — that you teach them the community of goods, for 
which there are as many plauſible arguments as for moſt erroneous doctrines. 


You teach them that all things at firſt were in common, and that no man had a 


right to any thing but as he laid his hands upon it; and that this ſtill is, or ought 
to be, the rule amongſt mankind. Here, Sir, you fap a great principle in 
ſociety, —property. And don't you think the magiſtrate would have a right 
to prevent you? Or, ſuppoſe you ſhould teach your children the notions of 


the Adamites, and they ſhould run naked into the ſtreets, would not the 
magiſtrate have a right to flog 'em into their doublets?” Maro. © I think 


the magiſtrate has no right to interfere till there is ſome overt act. BoswtLL. 


„ $9, Sir, though he ſees an enemy to the ſtate charging a blunderbuſs, he is 
not to interfere till it is fired off.” Mayo. © He muſt be ſure of its direction 
againſt the ſtate.” Jonnsown. © The magiſtrate is to judge of that. —He has 
no right to reſtrain your thinking, becauſe the evil centers in yourſelf. If a 
man were ſitting at this table, and chopping off his fingers, the magiſtrate, 
as guardian of the community, has no authority to reſtrain him, however he 
might do it from kindneſs as a parent.—Though, indeed, upon more con- 
ſideration, I think he may; as it is probable that he who is chopping off his 


own fingers, may ſoon proceed to chop off thoſe of other people. If I think 


it right to ſteal Mr. Dilly's plate, I am a bad man; but he can ſay nothing 
to me. If I make an open declaration that I think fo, he will keep me out 


of his houſe, If I put forth my hand, I ſhall be ſent to Newgate. This is the 


gradation of thinking, preaching, and acting: if a man thinks erroneouſly, 


He may keep his thoughts to himſelf, and nobody will trouble him; if he 


Peaches erroneous doctrine, ſociety may expel him; if he acts in conſequence 
of it, the law takes place, and he is hanged.” Mayo. © But, Sir, ought not 
Chriſtians to have liberty of conſcience ?” JohNSON. © ] have already told 
you ſo, Sir. You are coming back to where you were,” BoswtLL. © Dr. 
Mayo 1s always taking a return poſt-chaiſe, and going the ſtage over again. 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
He has it at half price.” JoxnsoNn. © Dr. Mayo, like other champions for 


Fiat, 64, unlimited toleration, has got a ſet of wordsꝰ. Sir, it is no matter, politically, 


whether the magiſtrate be right or wrong. | Suppoſe a club were to be formed 
to drink confuſion to King George the Third, and a happy reſtoration to 
Charles the Third; this would be very bad with reſpect to the ſtate; but . 


every member of that club muſt either conform to its rules, or be turned out 


of it. Old Baxter, I remember, maintains, that the magiſtrate ſhould « tolerate 
all things that are tolerable.” This is no good definition of toleration upon 
any principle ; but it ſhews that he thought ſome things were not tolerable.” 


 TopLapy. © Sir, you 2200 Ne eee this difficult ſubject win great 
dexterity.” | 


During this argument, Goldfinith ſat in reſtleſs agitation, from a wiſh to get 
in, and ſhine. Finding himfelf excluded, he had taken his hat to go away, 
but remained for ſome time with it in his hand, like a gameſter, who at the 
cloſe of a long night, lingers for a little while, to ſee if he can have a favour- 


able opening to finiſh with fucceſs. Once when he was beginning to ſpeak, 
he found himſelf overpowered by the loud voice of Jah nfon, who was at the 


oppoſite end of the table, and did not perceive Goldſmith $ attempt.. T hus 


diſappointed of his wiſh to obtain the attention of the company, Goldſmith in a 
paſſion threw down his hat, looking angrily at Johnſon, and exclaiming in a bitter 
tone, © Take it.” When Toplady was going to ſpeak, Johnſon uttered ſome 
ſound, which led Goldſmith to think that he was beginning again, and taking the 
words from Toplady. Upon which, he ſeized this opportunity of venting his. 
own envy and ſpleen, under the pretext of ſupporting another perſon : Sir, 
(faid he to Johnſon,). the gentleman has heard you patiently for an hour; 
pray allow us now to hear him.” Jokxsox. (ſternly,) “ Sir, I was not 
interrupting the gentleman. I was only giving him a ſignal of my attention. 
Sir, you are impertinent.” Goldſmith made no reply, but continued 1 in the 
company for ſome time. 

A gentleman preſent ventured to aſk Dr. Johnſon if there was not a mate 
rial difference as to toleration of opinions which lead to action, and opinions 


merely ſpeculative for inſtance, would it be wrong in the magiſtrate to tolerate: 


Dr. Mayo's calm temper and ſteady perſeverance, rendered him an admirable ſubject for the 
exerciſe of Dr. Johnſon's powerful abilities, He never flinched; but, after reiterated plows, 
remained ſeemingly unmoved as at the firſt, The ſeintillations of Johnſon's genius Aaſed every 
time he was ſtruck, without his receiving any injury. Hence he obtained the epithee of THE 
UiTERARY ANVIL. | 


thoſe 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOUNSON. 
thoſe who preach againſt the doctrine of the TzxinrTy. Johnſon was highly 


introduce this ſubject in a mixed company.” He told me afterwards, that the 
impropriety was, that perhaps ſome of the company might have talked on the 
ſubject in ſuch terms as would have ſhocked him; or he might have been 
forced to appear in their eyes a narrow- minded man. The gentleman, with 
ſubmiſſive deference, ſaid, he had only hinted at the queſtion from a deſire 
to hear Dr. Johnſon's opinion upon it. Johxso N. Why then, Sir, I think 
that permitting men to preach any opinion contrary to the doctrine of the 
eſtabliſhed church, tends, in a certain degree, to leſſen the authority of the 
church, and, conſequently, to leſſen the influence of religion.” It may be 
conſidered, (ſaid the gentleman, ) whether it would not be politick to tolerate 
in ſuch a caſe.” Joxnson. © Sir, we have been talking of right : this is 
another queſtion. 7 think it is xot politick to tolerate in ſuch a caſe.” 

Though he did not think it fit that ſo aweful a ſubje& ſhould be introduced 
in a mixed company, and therefore at this time waved the theological queſ- 
tion; yet his own orthodox belief in the ſacred myſtery of the Tzxinity is 
evinced beyond doubt, by the following paſſage i in his private devotions: 
Lok, hear my prayers, for IEsuvs CHRIS T's fake; to whom with thee and 
the Hol v GRosr, three perſons and one God, be all honour and glory, world 
without end. Amen.“ 

BoswELL. © Pray, Mr. Dilly, how does Dr. Leland's © Hiſtory of Ireland” 
ſell?” Joanson. (Burſting forth with a generous indignation,) © The Iriſh 
are in a moſt unnatural ſtate ; for we ſee there the minority prevailing over the 
majority. There is no inſtance, even in the ten perſecutions, of ſuch ſeverity 
as that which the Proteſtants of Ireland have exerciſed againſt the Catho- 
licks. Did we tell them we have conquered them, it would be above 
board : to puniſh them by confiſcation and other penalties, as rebels, was mon- 


ſtrous injuſtice. King William was not their lawful ſovereign: he had not 


been acknowledged by the parliament of Ireland, when they appeared i in arms 
againſt him.” 
1 here ſuggeſted 3 favourable of the Roman Catholicks. T OPLADY. 


te Does not their invocation of ſaints ſuppoſe omnipreſence in the ſaints ?” 


Jonwsow. No, Sir; it ſuppoſes only pluripreſence ; and when ſpirits are 


diveſted of matter, it ſeems probable that they ſhould ſee with more extent 


than when i in an embodied ſtate. There is, therefore, no approach to an 


Prayers od Meditations, p. 40. 
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THE LIFE OF DR JOHNSON: 
invaſion of any of the divine attributes, in the invocation of ſaints. But I 


Etat. 64, think it is will-worſhip, and e ee J ſee no command for it, and 


therefore think it is ſafer not to practiſe it.” | | 

He and Mr: Langton and I went together to the Club, where we found 
Mr. Burke, Mr. Garrick, and ſome other members, and amongſt them our 
friend Goldſmith, who fat ſilently brooding over Johnſon' s reprimand to him 
after dinner. Johnſon perceived this, and ſaid aſide to ſome of us, © I'll 
make Goldſmith forgive me; and then called to him in a loud voice, « Dr. 
Goldſmith, —ſomething paſſed to-day where you and I dined ; I aſk your par- 
don.” Goldſmith anſwered placidly, « It muſt be much from you, Sir, that 1 


take ill,” And fo at once the difference was over, ere Og” were on: EO caly 
terms as ever, and Goldſmith rattled away as ufual. , 


In our way to the club to-night, when I Are thie Goldſmith would, 
upon every occaſion, endeavour to ſhine, by which he often expoſed himſelf, 
Mr. Langton obſerved,” that he was not like Addifon, who was content with 


the fame of his writings, and did not aim alfo at excellency in converſation, 


for which he found himſelf unfit; and that he faid to a lady, who complained 
of his having talked little in company, Madam, I have but nine-pence in 


ready money, but 1 can draw for a thouſand: pounds. I obſerved, that 


Goldſmith had a great deal of gold in his cabinet, but, not content with that, 
was always taking out his purſe, Jeanne, vo Its Sir, a and that fo often an 
een, 5 25> - A 5 

Goldſmith's inceſſant deſire of being conſpicuous i in company, was the 
occaſion of his ſometimes s appearing to ſuch diſadvantage as one ſhould hardly 
have ſuppoſed poſſible in a man of his genius. When his literary reputation 
had rien deſervedly high, and his ſociety was much courted, he became very 
jealous of the extraordinary attention which was every where paid to Johnſon. 


One evening, in a circle of wits, he found fault with me for talking of Johnſon 


as entitled to the honour of unqueſtionable ſuperiority. © Sir, hand he,) you 
are for making a monarchy of what ſhould be a republick. WS 

He was ſtill more mortified, when talking in a company with fluent 
vivacity, and, as he flattered himſelf, to the admiration of all who were 
preſent; a German who fat next him, and perceived Johnſon rolling himſelf, 


as if about to ſpeak, ſuddenly ſtopped him, ſaying, © Stay, ſtay,—Totor 
Shonſon is going to. ſay ſomething.” This was, no doubt, very provoking, 


eſpecially to one ſo irritable as Goldſmith, who frequently mentioned it with 
ſtrong expreſſions of indignation, 
cor. It 
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It may alſo be obſerved, that Goldſmith was ſometimes content to be 
treated with an eaſy familiarity, but, upon occaſions, would be conſequential 
and important. An inſtance of this occurred in a ſmall particular. Johnſon 
had a way of contracting the names of his friends; as, Beauclerk, Beau; 
Boſwell, Bozzy; Langton, Lanky; Murphy, Mur; Sheridan, Sherry. 1 
remember one day, when Tom Davies was telling that Dr. Johnſon ſaid, 
We are all in labour for a name to Goldy's play.” Goldſmith ſeemed diſ- 

pleaſed that ſuch a liberty ſhould be taken with his name, and ſaid, © I have 
often deſired him not to call me Goldy.” Tom was remarkably attentive to 
the moſt minute circumſtance about Johnſon. I recollect his telling me 
once, on my arrival in London, “ Sir, our great friend has made an im- 


provement on his appellation of old Mr. Sheridan, He calls him now 


Sberiy dert y.“ 
To the Reverend Mr. Ba cs HAW, at Bromley *. 
. SR, | 


« I RETURN you my ſincere thanks for your additions to my Dic- 
tionary; but the new edition has been publiſhed ſome time, and therefore I 


cannot now make uſe of them. Whether I ſhall ever reviſe it more, I know 


not. If many readers had been as judicious, as diligent, and as communi- 


cative as yourſelf, my work had been better. The world muſt at preſent 


take 1 it as it is. ain, Sit, 
Tour moſt obliged | 
And moſt humble ſervant, 


May 8, 1773- 8 Sau. Jokxsox.“ 


On Sunday, May 8, I dined with Johnſon at Mr. Langton's, with Dr. Beattie 


and ſome other company. He deſcanted on the ſubject of Literary Property. 
© There ſeems, (ſaid he,) to be in authours a ſtronger right of property than 
tar by 9 1 & W right, a right, as it were, of creation, 


The Reverend Thomas Bagſhaw, M. A.. who died on 8 20, 1787, in the ſeventy- 
ſeventh year of his age, Chaplain of Bromley College, in Kent, and Rector of Southfleet. He 
had reigned the cure of Bromley pariſh ſome time before his death. For this, and another letter 
from Ur. Johnſon in 1784, to the ſame truly reſpectable man, I am indebted to Dr. John Loveday, 
of the Commons, who- has obligingly tranſcribed them 1 me from the originals in his 
n 


which 
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1773- which ſhould from its nature be perpetual ; but the conſent of nations is 

wg againſt it, and indeed reaſon and the intereſts of learning are againſt it; for 

were it to be perpetual, no book, however uſeful, could be univerſally diffuſed 

amongſt mankind, ſhould the proprietor take it into his head to reſtrain its 

circulation. No book could have the advantage of being edited with notes, 
however neceſſary to its elucidation, ſhould the proprietor perverſely oppoſe 

it. For the general good of the world, therefore, whatever valuable work has 

once been created by an authour, and iſſued out by him, ſhould be underſtood 

as no longer in his power, but as belonging to the publick ; at the ſame time 

the authour is entitled to an adequate reward. This he out have by an 

excluſive right to his work for a conſiderable number of years.” 

He attacked Lord Monboddo's ſtrange ſpeculation on the primitive ſtate of 
human nature; obſerving, © Sir, it is all conjecture about a thing uſeleſs, even 
were it known to be true. Knowledge of all kinds is good. Conjecture, as to 

things uſeful, is good; but conjecture as to what it woulll be uſeleſs to know, 
ſuch as whether men ever went upon all four, is very idle.” * 
On Monday, May 9, as I was to ſet out on my return to Scotland next 
4 on. morning, I was deſirous to ſee as much of Dr. Johnſon as I could. But 1 
A firſt called on Goldſmith to take leave of him. The jealouſy and envy which, 
2 though poſſeſſed of many moſt amiable qualities, he frankly avowed, broke 
land, a= Out violently at this interview. Upon another occaſion, when Goldſmith 
: confeſſed himſelf to be of an envious diſpoſition, I contended with Johnſon 
22 that we ought not to be angry with him, he was ſo candid in owning it. 


{ « Nay, Sir, (ſaid Johnſon, ) we muſt be angry that a man has ſuch a ſuper- 
— abundance of an odious quality that he cannot keep it within his own breaſt, 
3 put it boils over.“ In my opinion, however, Goldſmith had not more of it 
than other people have, but only talked of it freely. - 

5 Janet —— Hie now ſeemed very angry that Johnſon was going to be a traveller; ſaid, 

+ . be Pe e he would be a dead weight for me to carry, and that I ſhould never be able 

„ to lug him along through the Highlands and Hebrides.” Nor would he 
patiently allow me to enlarge upon Johnſon's wonderful abilities; but exclaimed, 
& Is he like Burke, who winds into a ſubject like a ſerpent?” c But, (faid 1 ) 

Johnſon is the Hercules who ſtrangled ſerpents in his cradle.” 

I dined with Dr. Johnſon at General Paoli's. He was obliged, by indiſpo- 
ſition, to leave the company early; he appointed me, however, to meet him 
in the evening at Mr. (now Sir Robert,) Chambers's in the Temple, where 

he accordingly came, though he continued to be very ill. Chamber, as is 
common on ſuch occaſions, preſcribed v various remedies to him, JoHNSON. | 
e 1 „ | 2 
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(fretted by pain,) “ Pr'ythee don't teaze me. Stay till I am well, and then 
you ſhall tell me how to cure myſelf.” He grew better, and talked with a 
noble enthuſiaſm of keeping up the repreſentation of reſpectable families. His 


zeal on this ſubject was a circumſtance in his character exceedingly remark- 
able, when it is conſidered that he himſelf had no pretenſions to blood. 1 


heard him once fay, © I have great merit in being zealous for ſubordination 
and the honours of birth; for I can hardly tell who was my grandfather.” 
He maintained the dignity and propriety of male ſucceſſion, in oppoſition to 
the opinion of one of our friends, who had that day employed Mr. Chambers 
todraw his will, deviſing his eſtate to his three ſiſters, in preference to a remote 
heir male. Johnſon called them three dowdies, and ſaid, with as high a ſpirit 
as the boldeft Baron in the moſt pertect days of the feudal ſyſtem, © An ancient 
eſtate ſhould always go to males. It 1s mighty fooliſh to let a ſtranger have 
it, becauſe he marries your daughter, and takes your name. As for an eſtate 
newly acquired by trade, you-may give it, if you will, to the dog Towzer, and. 
let him keep his own name.” 

_T have known him at times exceedingly diverted at what ſcemed to others 
a very ſmall Fr rt. He now laughed immoderately, without any reaſon that 
we could perceive, at our friend's making his will; called him the teſtator, and 
added, I dare ſay, he thinks he has done a mighty thing. He won't ſtay till he 
gets home to his ſeat in the country, to produce this wonderful deed : he'll call 
up the landlord of the firſt inn on the road; and, after a ſuitable preface upon 


mortality and the uncertainty of life, will tell him that he ſhould not delay 
making his will; and here, Sir, will he fay, is my will, which I have juſt made, 


with the aſſiſtance of one of the ableſt lawyers in the kingdom; and he will 
read it to him (laughing all the time). He believes he has made this will; 


but he did not make it: you, Chambers, made it for him. I truſt you have 


had more conſcience than to make him ſay, being of ſound underſtanding ;” 
ha, ha, ha! I hope he has left me a legacy. I'd have his will turned into 
verſe, like a ballad.” 


In this playful manner did he run on, exulting in his own pleaſantry, 
which certainly was not ſuch as might be expected from the authour of The 


Rambler,” but which is here preſerved, that my readers may be acquainted 
even with the ſlighteſt occaſional characteriſticks of ſo eminent a man. 
Mr. Chambers did not by any means reliſh this jocularity upon a matter 


of which pars magna fuit, and ſeemed impatient till he got rid of us. Johnſon. | 


could not ſtop his merriment, but continued it all the way till we got 


without the Temple-gate. He then burſt into ſuch a fit of laughter, that. 
1 * 
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: 1773. he W to be almoſt in a convulſion; and, in order to ſupport himſelf 
Fa er. laid hold of one of the poſts at the ſide of the foot -pavement, and ſent forth 


Johnſon, happened well to counteract the feelings of ſadneſs which I uſed to 
py experience when parting with him for a conſiderable time. I e 
5 1 . him to his door, where he gave me his bleſſing. | 


o 


| always conſidered that time as propitious to ſtudy, I attempted to learn the 
. 8 Low Dutch language. It is to be obſerved, that he here admits an 


his writings. His progreſs, he ſays, © was interrupted by a fever, which, wy 
the imprudent uſe. of a ſmall print, left an inflammation in his uſeful eye.” 
We cannot but admire his ſpirit when we know, that amidſt a complication of 
bodily and mental diſtreſs, he was ſtill animated with the deſire of intellectual 
improvement. Various notes of his ſtudies appear on different days, in his 
manuſcript diary of this year; ſuch as, © Inchoavi leFionem Perfateuchi—Finivi 
lectionem Conf. Fab. Burdenum.— Legi primum . aftum Troadum.—Legi Diſerta- 
tionem Clerici Poſtremam de Pent.—2 of Clark's Sermons.— L. Appolonii pugnam 
Berriciam.L. centum verſus Homeri.” Let this ſerve as a ſpecimen of what 


= charged himſelf with idleneſs. 


appears to have eſteemed much, and whoſe ry the honoured with an 
3 Epitaph !. 

5 In a letter from Edinburgh, dated the 29th of May, I oreſſed him to perſe- 
=... vere in his reſolution to make this year the projected viſit to the Hebrides, 
= of which he and I had talked for many years „ and which 1 was ee would 
| afford us much entertainment. 


4 e TI eee, Eh 3 85 
* EE: 155 & Dear SIR, 8 
= | 5 IVW HEN your letter came to me, I was ſo darkened by an inflam- 
* mation in my eye, that I could not for ſome time read it. I can now write 


Prayers and Meditations, p. 29. 4 Mrs, Piozzi's Anecdotes of Johnſon, p. 131. 
oc 7 | without 


peals ſo loud, that in the ſilence of the night his voice ſeemed to reſound 


from T emple-bar to Fleet-ditch. 
2 2 This moſt ludicrous exhibition of the N Wa and venerable 


N 5 e, ow” * 4 55 He records of himſelf this year, we Between Eaſter and Whitſuntide, bing 


opinion of the human mind being influenced by ſeaſons, which he ridicules in 


acceſſions of literature he was perpetually infuſing into his mind, while he 


This year died Mrs. Saluſbury, (n mother of Mrs. Thrale;). a lady adi he 


. ns w 
4 
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without trouble, and can read large prints. My eye is gradually growing 1773. 
ſtronger; and 1 hope will be able to take ſome SP in the e of a 8 | 
Caledonian loch. 

* Chambers is going a Julge, with ſix thouljnd a year, to Bengal. He 
and I ſhall come down together as far as Newcaltle, and thence J ſhall eaſily 
get to Edinburgh. Let me know the exact time when your Courts intermit. 
I muſt conform a little to Chambers's occaſions, and he muſt conform a little 
to mine. The time which you ſhall fix, muſt be the common point to which 
we will come as near as we can. Except this eye, I am very well. 4 
“ Beattie is fo careſſed, and invited, and treated, and liked, and flattered, 
by the great, that I can ſee nothing of him. I am in great hope that he will 
be well provided for, and hen. we will live upon him at the Mariſchal College, | 


without pity or modeſty. 

" left the town without taking leave of me, and is gone in deep 
dudgeon to . Is not this very childiſh? Where is now my 
legacy ?. 


"8-3 hope your dear lady as her dear baby are both well. I ſhall be them 
too when I come; and I have that opinion of your choice, as to ſuſpect that 


when J have ſeen Mrs. Bofwell, I ſhall be leſs willing to 80 away. I am, 


« Your ona mos ren 


60 Johnſon's- court, Fleet- S Au. J OHNSON. 
ſtreet, July 5, 1773. 


« Write to me as ſoon as you can. Chambers is now at Oxford.” 


I again wrote to him, informing him that the Court of Seſſion roſe on the 
twelfth of Auguſt, hoping to ſee him before that time, and expreſſing, per- 
haps in too extravagant terms, my admiration of him, and my expectation of 
pleaſure from our intended tour, 


To JAMES n Eſq. 


c DEAR S IR, 
« T SHALL ſet out from London on Friday the ſixth of this month, 
and purpoſe not to loiter much by the way. Which day I ſhall be at Edin- 
- burgh, I cannot exactly tell. I ſuppoſe I muſt drive to an 1nn, and ſend a 


porter to find you, 
Iii « I am 


* 
e / 
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tat. 64. ſhall be ſorry to miſs him ; but there is no ſtaying for the concurrence of all 
CONVENIENCES. We will do as well as we can. I am, Sir, 
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« J am afraid Beattie will not be at his College ſoon enough for us, and T 


— 


« Your moſt. humble ſervant, 
« Auguſt 3, 1773 , Wks | = Bs Jounson.” 


To the Mo 


c DEAR 81 R, 

« NOT being at Mr. Thrale's when your r kr came, 1 had written 
the incloſed paper and ſealed it; bringing it hither for a frank, I found yours. 
If any thing could repreſs my ardour, it would be ſuch a letter as yours. 
To diſappoint a friend is unpleafing: and he that forms expectations like 
yours, muſt be diſappointed. Think only when you ſee me, that you ſee a 
man who loves you, and is proud and glad that you love him. I am, Sir, 

ot moſt affectionate 
. Auguſt 3, 1773. e SAM, JofNS OR.“ 


To the ſame. 
% Drar S IR, | Newcaſtle, Aug. 11, 1771, 
„I CAME hither laſt night, and Ray but do not abſolutely promiſe, 


ww ke Edinburgh on Saturday. Beattie will not come ſo ſoon. I am, Sir, 


« Your molt humble ſervant, 
| FI « SAM, JOHNSON. 
« My compliments to your lady.” : 
To the ſame. 
« Mz. JOHNSON ſends his compliments to Mr. Boſwell, being juſt 
arrived at Boyd's.” 


0 Saturday night.” 
His ſtay in Scotland was from the 18th of 1 on which day he red 


till the 22d of November, when he ſet out on his return to London; ; and I 


believe ninety-four days were never patied by any man in a more vigorous 
exertion. 

He came by the way of Berwick upon T weed to Edinbureh, wie he re- 
mained a few days, and then went by St. Andrew's, Aberdeen, Inverneſs, and 


Fort Auguſtus, to the Hebrides, to viſit which was the principal object he had 
6: — — in 


IC 1 
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in view. He viſited the iſles of Sky, Raſay, Col, Mull, Inchkenneth, and 


Icolmkill. He travelled through Argyleſhire by Inveraray, and from thence F 


by Lochlomond and Dunbarton to Glaſgow, then by Loudon to Auchinleck 
in Ayrſhire,. the ſeat of my family, and. then by Hamilton, back to Edinburgh, 
where heiagain ſpent ſome time. He thus faw the four Univerſities of Scot- 
land, its three principal cities, and as much of the Highland and inſular life- 
as was ſufficient for his philoſophical contemplation. I had the pleaſure of 
accompanying him during the whole of this journey. He was reſpectfully 
entertained by the great, the learned, and the elegant, wherever he went; 
nor was he leſs delighted with the hoſpitality which he experienced 1 in hum- 
bler life. | 
His various adventures, and the force and vivacity of his mind, as exer- 
ciſed during this peregrination, upon innumerable topicks, have been faithfully 
and to the beſt of my abilities diſplayed in my * Journal of a Tour to the 
Hebrides,” to which, as the publick has been pleaſed to honour it by a very 
extenſive circulation, I beg to refer, as to a ſeparate and remarkable portion 
of his life, which may be there ſeen in detail. and which exhibirs as ſtriking 


a view of his powers in converſation, as his works do of his excellence in 
writing. Nor can I deny to myſelf the very flattering gratification of inſerting 


here the character which my friend Mr. Courtenay has been pleaſed to give of 
that work : 


c 


Lay 


With Reynolds” pencil, vivid, bold, and true, 

« So fervent Boſwell gives him to our view: 

ce In every trait we ſee his mind expand; 

« The maſter riſes by the pupil's hand; 

« We love the writer, praiſe his happy vein, 

« Grac'd with the naivete of the ſage Montaigne. 
« Hence not alone are brighter parts diſplay'd, 

ce But ev'n the ſpecks of character pourtray'd: 

« We ſee the Rambler with faſtidious ſmile 

ce Mark the lone tree, and note the heath-clad iſle; 
ee But when the heroick tale of Flora * charms, 
Deck' d in a kilt, he wields a chieftain's arms: 
The tuneful piper ſounds a martial ſtrain, 

And Samuel ſings, © The King ſhall have his ain,” 
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5 « The celebrated Flora Macdonald, See Boſwell's Tour,” | 
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428 THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. is 
1773 During his ſtay ; at Edinburgh, after his return from the Hebrides, he was 
3 at great pains to obtain information concerning Scotland; and it will appear 


from his ſubſequent letters, that he was not leſs ſolicitous for intelligence on 
this . after his return to London. | 


To I Boownu', he 
2 . SIR, 


« I cams home laſt night, rien any bend Auger, or 
wearineſs, and am ready to begin a new journey. I e go to Oxford on 
Monday. I know Mrs. Boſwell wiſhed me well to go“; her wiſhes have not 
been diſappointed. Mrs. Williams has received Sir A's” letter. 
Make my compliments to all thoſe to whom my OR may be 
welcome. | 
e Let the box be Ha as. oon as it can, and let me x _ to 
expect it. 
e Enquire, if you can, the order of the Clans: f Macdanahl 3 is firſt, Mac- 
lean ſecond; further I cannot go. Quicken Dr. Webſter?. I am, Sir, 
= B Yours attectionarely, = nr 
Nov. 27, 1773. e SAM. JOHNSON.” 


R 


| 1 Dec. 2, 1773. 
5 *%* *. * * * | 
« YOU ſhall have what information I can procure as to the order of 
| the Clans. A gentleman of the r name of Grant tells me, that there is no 


4 
6 In this he town a very acute penetration,” My wiſe paid him the moſt aſſiduous and 
reſpectful attention, while he was our gueſt ; ſo that I wonder how he diſcovered her wiſhing for 
his departure. The truth is, that his irregular hours and uncouth habits, ſuch as turning the 
cat candles with their heads downwards, when they did not burn bright enough, and letting the wax 
drop upon the carpet, could not but be diſagreeable to a lady. Beſides, ſhe had not that high 
| 7 admiration of him which was felt by moſt of thoſe who knew him; and what was very natural to a 
female mind, ſhe thought he had too much influence over her huſband. She once in a little warmth, 
made, with more point than juſtice, this remark upon that ſubject: I have ſcen many a bear led 
5 Uk” a man; but I never before ſaw a man led by a bear,” a bo collerdt” — . 
7 Sir Alexander Gordon, one of the Profeſſors at Aberdeen. . I £4 Jabs e , 
hy of This was a box containing a number of curious things which he had picked up in Scotland, 
| particularly ſome horn ſpoons, 
The Reverend Dr. Alexander Webſter, one of the miniſters of Edinburgh, a man of diſtin- 
guiſhed abilities, who had promiſed him information concerning the Highlands and Iſlands of 
Scotland, 
| ſettled 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


ſettled order among them ; and he ſays, that the Macdonalds were not placed 17 
upon the right of the army at Culloden ; the Stuarts were. I ſhall, however, 1 
examine witneſſes of every name that I can find here. Dr. Webſter ſhall be 


quickened too. I like your little memorandums ; they are ſymptoms of your 
being in earneſt with your book of northern travels. | 
* Your box ſhall be ſent next week by ſea. You will find in it ſome 


pieces of the broom buſh, which you ſaw growing on the old caſtle of 


Auchinleck. 'The wood has a curious appearance when ſawn acroſs. You 


may either have a little writing-ſtandiſh made of it, or get it formed into 


boards for a treatiſe on witchcraft, by way of a ſuitable binding.” 
| % # „ „ „ 


Mr. BOSWELL 70 Dr. JokNSON. 


Edinburgh, Dec. 18, 1773. 
3 0 6.9. © . T - | 


« YOU promiſed me an inſcription for a print to be taken from an 
hiſtorical picture of Mary Queen of Scots being forced to reſign her crown, 
which Mr. Hamilton at Rome has painted for me. The two following have 


been ſent to me: 


Maria Scotorum Regina meliori ſeculo digna, jus regium civibus ſeditigſis 


invita reſignat.” 


QCves ſeditiofi Mariam Scotorum Reginam ſeſe muneri abdicare invitam cogunt. 


cc Be ſo good as to read the paſſage in Robertſon, and fee if you cannot: | 
give me a better inſcription. I muſt have it both in Latin and Engliſh ; fo if 
you ſhould not give me another Latin one, you will at leaſt chooſe the beſt. 


of theſe two, and ſend a tranſlation of it.” 
* M „ * * * 


His humane forgiving diſpoſition was put to a pretty ſtrong teſt on his 
return to London, by a liberty which Mr. Thomas Davies had taken with 
him in his abſence, which was, to publiſh two volumes, entitled, “ Miſcel- 


laneous and fugitive Pieces, which he advertiſed in the newſpapers, © By the 
In this collection, ſeveral of Dr. Johnſon's 


Authour of the Rambler.” 
acknowledged writings, and ſeveral of his anonymous performances, and ſome 


which he had written for others, were inſerted ; but there were alſo ſome in 


which he had no concern whatever. He was at firſt very angry, as he oy 
| goo 
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| THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
good reaſon to be. But, upon conſideration of his poor friend's narrow cir- 


Fuat. 64, cumſtances, and that he had only a little profit in view, and meant no harm, 


he ſoon relented, and continued his kindneſs to him as formerly. | 

In the courſe of his ſelf-examination with retro] pect to this year, he ſeems 
to have been much dejected ;. for he ſays, January 1, 1774, © This year has 
paſt with ſo little improvement, that J doubt whether I have not rather 
impaired than increaſed my learning * :” and yet we have ſeen how * read, and 
we know how he ta/ked during that period. 

He was now ſeriouſly engaged in writing an account of our wavels:i in the 
Hebrides, in conſequence of which I had the pleaſure has a more GR 
correſpondence with him. 


To JaMEs BoswzL , Efq. 


5 DAR SIR, 


« MY operations have been hindered by a cough; at leaſt I flatter 
myſelf, that if the cough had not come, I ſhould have been further advanced. 
But I have had no intelligence from Dr. W , [Webſter,] nor from the 
exciſe-office, nor from you. No account of the little borough *. *, Nothing 
of the Erſe language. I have yet heard nothing of my box. 
Lou muſt make haſte and gather me all you can, and do it quickly, or 
I will and ſhall do without it. 

« Make my compliments to Mrs. Boſwell, and tell her that I do not 
her the leſs for wiſhing me away. I gave her trouble enough, and ſhall be 
glad, in recompence, to give her any pleaſure. 

« J would ſend ſome porter into the Hebrides, if I knew which way it 
could be got to my kind friends there. Enquire, and let me'know. 

« Make my compliments to all the Doctors of n and to all my 
friends from one end of Scotland to the other. 

« Write to me, and ſend me what intelligence you can: and if any thing 
is too bulky for the poſt, let me have it by the carrier. I do not like truſting 
winds and waves. I am, dear Sir, | 

cc. Your moſt, &c. 

« Jan, 29, 1774+ e Sam, Jonnson,” 


, Prayers and Meditations, p- 129. 
The ancient Burgh of Preſtick, in Ayrſhire, 


To 


| | To the ſame. | W 1. 5 
ee DE AR Six, | | | 7. Etat. 65. 


IN a day or two after I had written as laſt difcantented letter, 1 
received my box, which was very welcome. But ſtill J muſt entreat you to 
haſten Dr. Webſter, and continue to pick up what you can that may be uſeful. 

« Mr. Oglethorpe was with me this morning. You know his errand. He 
was not unwelcome. 

ec Tell Mrs. Boſwell that my good intentions towards her Nil continue. I 
ſhould be glad to do any thing that would either benefit or pleaſe her. | 

« Chambers is not yet gone, but ſo hurried, or ſo negligent, or ſo proud, 
that I rarely ſee him. I have, indeed, for ſome weeks paſt, been very ill of ” ho 
a cold and cough, and have been at Mrs. Thrale' . I might be taken * 2 f 4 
care of. I am much better, nove redeunt in prælia vires; but I am yet tender, 4 5 
and eaſily diſordered. How happy it was that neither of us were ill in the © 
Hebrides. 

«© The queſtion of Literary Property is this day before the Lords. Murphy 
drew up the appellants* caſe, that is, the plea againſt the perpetual right. I 
have not ſeen it, nor heard the deciſion, I would not have the — 8 
perpetual. 

« J will write to you as any thing occurs, and do you ſend me n 
about my Scottiſh friends. I have very great kindneſs for them. Let me 
know likewiſe how fees come in, and when we are to ſee you. I am, Sir, 

« Yours affectionately, 
& London, Feb. 7, 174. | SAM. JonNnsoON.” 


THE LITE OF DR 


He wrote the following letters to Mr. Steevens, his able aſſociate in editing. 
Shakſpeare: 


To GEORGE STEEVENS, Eq. in Hampſtead. 
cc 8 IR, | | | | = 
| « IF I am aſked when I have ſeen Mr. Steevens, you know what 
anſwer I muſt give; if I am aſked when I ſhall ſee him, I wiſh you would 
tell me what to ſay. 
. you have © Leſley s Hiſtory of Scotland, or any other book about 
Scotland, except Boetius and Buchanan, it will be a kindneſs if you ſend them 
to, Sir, 
« Your humble 8 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


T 0 the Jame. 
ec 8 IR, | 
« WE are e thinking to augment our club, and I am defirous of nomi- 


nating you, if you care to ſtand the ballot, and can attend on Friday nights at 
leaſt twice in five weeks: leſs than that is too little, and rather more will be 


a Be pleaſed to let me know before Friday. I am, Sir, 


| ” Your moſt, &c. | 
« Feb. 41% 1714 © ZE ne SAM. Jounson.” 


= 1 Jame. 
« 81 R, | - 
LAST night you became a — of the club; if you call on 


me on Friday, I will introduce you. A gentleman, 2 eg after you, was 


rejected. - 
« I thank you for 3 but wiſh be were not 0 fine. I will take care 


of him. I am, Sir, 


5 « Your dende vn 
March 5, 1774. | | Sam. JounsoN.” 


| To 1 8 Bos wELIL, Eq. 
c Dan Bird. 
« DR. WzBsTER's informations were much leſs exact and much 


leſs determinate than I expected: they are, indeed, much leſs poſitive than, 
if he can truſt his own book which he laid before me, he is able to give. 
But I believe it will always be found, that he who calls much for information 


will advance his work but ſlowly. 8 
« I am, however, obliged to you, dear Sir, for your endeavours to help 


me, and hope, that between us ſomething will ſome time be done, if not on 


this, on ſome occaſion. 


« Chambers is either married, or almoſt married, to Miſs Wilton, a girl 
of ſixteen, exquiſitely beautiful, whom he has, with his lawyer 8 tongue, per- 
ſuaded to take her chance with him in the Eaſt. 


3 A manuſcript account drawn up by Dr. Webſter of all the pariſhes i in Scotland, aſcertaining 
their length, breadth, number of inhabitants, and diſtinguiſhing Proteſtants and Roman Catho- 
licks, This book had been tranſmitted to government, and Dr. Johnſon ſaw a copy of it in Dr. 


| Webſter” s poſſeſſion, 


« We 


TUE: LIFE/OF DR JOHNSON. es 


de We have added to the club, Charles Fox, Sir Charles Bunbury, Dr. 1774. 
Fordyce, and Mr. Steevens. PINE El CS 17 Frog 
Return my thanks to Dr. Webſter. Tell Dr. Robertſon that J have not 
much to reply to his cenfure of my negligence ; and tell Dr. Blair that ſince 
he has written hither what I ſaid to him, we muſt now conſider ourſelves as 
even, forgive one another, and begin again. I care not how ſoon, for he is 
a very pleaſing man. Pay my compliments to all my friends, and remind 
Lord Elibank of his promiſe to give me all his works. 5 | 
© hope Mrs. Boſwell and little Miſs are well, —When ſhall I ſee them again? 24? 
She is a ſweet lady, only ſhe was ſo glad to ſee me go, that I have almoſt a / 4 £5 72 
mind to come again, that ſhe may again have the ſame pleaſure. . A. 
« Enquire if it be practicable to ſend a ſmall preſent of a caſk of porter fone” N 
to Dunvegan, Raſay, and Col. I would not wiſh to be thought forgetful of Se I 
civilities. I am, Sir, i | 


2 «© Your humble ſervant, 
March 5, 1774. | hc SAM. JOHNSON,” 


On the 5th of March I wrote to him, requeſting his counſel whether I . | 
ſhould this ſpring come to London. I ſtated to him on the one hand ſome . 
pecuniary embarraſſments, which, together with my wife's ſituation at that uu 
time, made me heſitate; and, on the other, the pleaſure and improve- ” , Aga 
ment which my annual viſit to the metropolis always afforded me; and parti- 7 is 
cularly mentioned ſ a peculiar ſatisfaction which I experienced in celebrating © 8 L . 5 
the feſtival of Eaſter in St. Paul's cathedral ; that to my fancy it appeared like © PI _ 295, 4. 1 
going up to Jeruſalem at the feaſt of the Paſſover; and that the ſtrong devo- ... 2 FI be Gl iT 15 : 
tion which I felt on that occaſion diffuſed its influence on my mind through 2. — — 1 


| | — Cel. 44 Yom: 22 7 Wy Gf Eh. Get 114 £4 : Orpter . Sl 2 , 1 
To JAMES Hos wl, 2 tot fares | 2 . Pak f . 2 7 
Vail 


y / 
Cc DEAR SIR, | [ Net dated, but iis about the 15th of March.) ? eb fad : 
« T am aſhamed to think that ſince I received your lettter I have had a = 


paſſed ſo many days without anſwering it. | > 
« T think there is no great difficulty in reſolving your doubts. The reaſons * 2 | 
for which you are inclined to viſit London, are, I think, not of ſufficient Ao * 
ſtrength to anſwer the objections. That you ſhould delight to come once a = 
| —_—_— — year #/»s 
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2 f 1774. year to o the fountain of intelligence and oleafine; i is very natural; but both 
= - ; information and pleaſure muſt be regulated by . propriety. Pleaſure, which 
= ö Cannot be obtained but by unſeaſonable or unſuitable expence, muſt always 
= - end in pain; and pleaſure, which muſt be enjoyed at the expence of —_— 
pain, can never he ſuch as a worthy mind can fully delight in. 
What improvement you might gain by coming to London, you may 
ealily ſupply, or eaſily compenſate, by enjoining yourſelf ſome'particular ſtudy 
at home, or opening ſome new avenue to information. Edinburgh is not yet 
e exhauſted; and I am fure you will find no pleaſure here which can deſerve 
| „ either that you ſhould anticipate any part of your future fortune, or that you 
. mould condemn * and . Ls to penurious frugality for the reſt of 
5 * he year. 
I need not tell you what WR you owe to Mrs. Boſwelbs entreaties; 
or how much you ought to ſtudy the happineſs of her who ſtudies yours with 
N ſo much diligence, and of whoſe: kindneſs you enjoy ſuch good effects. Life 
x cannot ſubſiſt in ſociety but by reciprocal conceſſions. She permitted you to 
A 4, C1 ramble laſt year, you muſt permit her now to keep you at home. 
„ 4 Four laſt reaſon is fo ſerious, that I am unwilligg to oppoſe it. Yet 
| bal, 2 N you muſt remember, that your image. of worſhipping once a year in a certain 
, Place, in imitation of the Jews, is but a compariſon, and /imile. non eſt idem; 
* i, the annual reſort to Jeruſalem was a duty to the Jews, it was a duty becauſe 
| it was commanded ;, and you have no ſuch command, therefore no ſuch duty. 
: It may be dangerous to receive too. readily, and indulge too fondly, opinions, 
trom which, perhaps, no pious mind is wholly diſengaged, of local ſanctity 
and local devotion, You know what ſtrange effects they have produced over 
a great part of the Chriſtian world. I am now writing, and you > When you 
read this, are reading under the Eye of Omnipreſence. 

« To what degree fancy is to be admitted into religious offices; it would 
require much deliberation to determine. I am far from intending totally to 
exclude it. Fancy is a faculty beſtowed by our Creator, and it is reaſonable 
thfat all his gifts ſhould be uſed to his glory, that all our faculties, ſhould co- 
operate in his worſhip; but they are to co-operate according to the will of 
* him that gave them, according to the order which his wiſdom has eſtabliſhed. 
ih As ceremonies prudential or convenient are leſs obligatory than poſitive ordi- 

pleynances, as bodily worſhip 1 is only the token to others or ourſelves of mental 
for Vf doration, ſo Fancy is always to act in ſubordination to Reaſon. We. may 

ue Fancy for a | companion, but Ano follow Reaſon ; a our guide, We may 
VF 
73; Bp 


* 
» 


I e allow 


* 


THE LISE o * "Dn. 1dunten 
allow Fancy to ſuggeſt certain igels ; in certain places, but Reaſon muſt ian 


the duty of adoration, but we muſt not omit adoration for want of a temple; ; 
becauſe we know, and ought to remember, that the Univerſal Lord-is every 
where preſent ; and that, therefore, to come to Jona, or to vum though 
it may be uſeful, cannot be neceſſary. 


« Thus I have anſwered your letter, and have not anſwered 1 it negugently. 


I love you too well to be careleſs when you are ferious. 


« IT think I ſhall be very diligent next week about our . which I have 


too. bong TI I am, dear Sir, 


5 Tour moſt, &c. 7 
1 Ks | | 1 « SAM. JOHNSON. 
Compliments to Madam and Miſs.” 

To oe ſame. 


c Drar Sin, 


„„ « FF lady who delivers this has A Jaw-ſuit, i in which ſhe deſires to 
make uſe of your ſkill and eloquence, And ſhe ſeems to think that ſhe ſhall 


-have ſomething more of both for a recommendation from me; which, though 
I know how little you want any external incitement to your duty, I could not 
refuſe her, becauſe I know that at leaſt it will not hurt her, to tell you that I 
wiſh her well. 1 am, The. 

e Your moſt humble ſervant, 


* May 10, 1774. e Sau. JO nvon.” 
Mr. BoswELL to Dr. Ea 
Edinburgh, May 12, 1774 


„ ws Hinte has begged of me to offer you his beſt reſpects, 
and to tranſmit to you ſpecitriens bf © Annals of Scotland, from the Acceſſion 


F e of Walcgln-#elmore to the Death of James V.” in drawing up which, his 


Lordſhip has been engaged for ſome time. His Lordſhip writes to me thus : 
© If I could procure Dr. Johnſon's criticiſms, they would be of great uſe to 
me 1n the proſecution of my work, as they would be Judicious nd true. I 


have no right to aſk that fayour of him. If you could, it would highly 


oblige me.“ 


K k k 2 . « Dr. 


be heard, when ſhe tells us, that thoſe ideas and thoſe places have no natural FRY 
or neceſſary relation. When we enter a church we habitually recal to mind 
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& Dr, Blair requeſts you may be aſſured that he did not write to London 
' what you faid to Nine and that neither yl word n nor letter has he made the 


ens you gk more * he fare you in a Scotland. It would both divert and 
pleaſe you to ſee his eagerneſs about this matter.“ 14 1 


| To Ius Boswzri, Hh. 


« Dear Sin, SE RT 04-34 Miata: PLL 2T, 1774+ 
„ YESTERDAY I put the firſt ase of the © Journey to the 
Hebrides to the preſs. I have endeavoured to do you ſome Juſtice 1 in che firſt 
paragraph. It will be one volume in octavo, not thick. 
It will be proper to make ſome preſents im Scotland. You ſhall tell me 


to whom 1 ſhall give; and I have ſtipulated twenty five for you to give in 


your own name. Some will take the preſent better from me, others better 
from you. In this, you who are to live in the place ought to direct. Con- 


ſider it. Whatever you can get for my purpoſe, ſend me; and make my 
e to your lady and both the young ones. 


uam, Sir, your, &c. 


. Su. Jouxs one 2 


Ib. BoswzLL Ly Dr. Tonnzon: 
1 „ Edinburgh, Jane 2 5 1774. 
ee 'Y © U do not r ee ge the receipt. of the various packets 


which I have ſent to you. Neither can I prevail with you to anſwer my letters, 
though you honour me with returns, You have bud Wine to me about 


poor Goldſmith *, nothing about Langton. 


J have received for you, from the Society He. propetating Chriſtian 


Knowledge in Scotland, the following Erſe books: . The New Teſtament ;— 


© Baxter's Gall; '—* The Confeſſion of Faith of the Aſſembly of Divines at 


Weſtminſter ;'—* The Mother s | Catechiſm ;'-—*< A. Gaelick and. „ 5 | 


Vocabulary*,” — JIM K 6 E. — Mt ful 1 5 


427 Fe FAWN. BosWBLL, EH. jr * 
c DE AR STR, FA 
« I wism you could have looked over my book before the printer, 


but it could not ; cally be. I ſuſpect ſome miſtakes ; ; but as 1 deal, perhaps, 


8 Dr. Goldſmith died April 4, this year. 
| > Theſe books Dr, Johnſon preſented to the Bodleian Library, 


mor C 


yy Nl 
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more in notions than facts, the matter is not great, and the ſecond edition will 1574. 


be mended, if any ſuch there be. The preſs will go on ſlowly for a time, 
becauſe I am going into Wales to-morrow. | 
I ſhould be very ſorry if I appeared to treat ſuch a character as that of 
Lord Hailes otherwiſe than with high reſpect. I return the ſheets, to which 
I have done what miſchief I could; and finding it ſo little, thought not much 
of ſending them. The narrative is clear, lively, and ſhort. Se 
I have done worſe to Lord Hailes than by neglecting his ſheets : I have 
run him in debt. Dr. Horne, the Preſident of Magdalen College in Oxford, 
wrote to me about three months ago, that he purpoſed to reprint Walton's 
Lives, and deſired me to contribute to the work: my anſwer was, that Lord 
Hales intended the ſame publication; and Dr. Horne has reſigned it to him. 
His. Lordſhip now muſt think - ſeriouſly about it. 53015 
Of poor dear Dr. Goldſmith there is little to be told, more than the 
papers have made publick. He died of a fever, made, I am afraid, more 
violent by uneaſineſs of mind. His debts began to be heavy, and all his 
reſources were exhauſted. Sir Joſhua is of opinion that he owed not teſs than 
two thouſand pounds, Was ever poet ſo truſted before? . 
« You may, if you pleaſe, put the inſcription thus: 
© Maria Scotorum Regina nata 15—, a ſuis in exilium alfa 15—, ab hoſpitd 
neci data 15—,” You muſt find the years. | 2 So 


« Of your ſecond daughter you certainly gave the account yourſelf, though — . 


you have forgotten it. While Mrs. Boſwell is well, never doubt of a boy. 

Mrs. Thrale brought, I think, five girls running, but while I. was with you 

ſhe had a boy. 1 15 | 

CJ am obliged to you for all your pamphlets, and of the laſt I hope to 

make ſome uſe. I made ſome of the former. I am, dear Sir, | 
9 « Your moſt affectionate ſervant, 

July 4, 1774+ Sam. JokNSsON. 


« My compliments to all the three ladies.” 


Mr. BosweELL to Dr. JonunsoNn. 
Edinburgh, Aug. 30, 1773. 


« YOU have given me an inſcription for a portrait of Mary Queen 
of Scots, in which you, in a ſhort and ſtriking mauner, point out her hard 


3 On the cover enclofing them, Dr. Johnſon wrote, « If my delay has given any reaſon for 
ſuppoſing that I have not a very decp ſenſe of the honour done me by aſking wy judgement, I am 


very ſorry,” Y 
fate. 
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fate. But you will be pleaſed to keep in mind, that my picture is a repte- 
Etat. 6 5. ſentation of a particular ſcene in her hiſtory ;—her being forced to reſign her 


crown, while ſhe was impriſoned in the caſtle of Lochlevin. I muſt, there- 
fore, beg that you will be kind enough to give me an inſcription ſuited to that 
particular ſcene, or determine which of the two formerly tranſmitted to you 
is the beſt ; and, at any rate, favour me with an Engliſh tranſlation. It will 
be doubly kind if you comply with my requeſt ſpeedily. 

c Your critical notes on the ſpecimen of Lord Hailes's © Annals of Scot- 


| land,” are excellent. I agreed with you in every one of them. He himſelf 
objected only to the alteration of free to brave, in the paſſage where he ſays 
that Edward © departed with the glory due to the conquerour of a free people.” 


He lays, * © to call the Scots brave would only add to the glory of their con- 


.querour.” You will make allowance for the national zeal of our annaliſt. I 


now ſend a few more leaves of the Annals, which I hope you will peruſe, 


and return with obſervations, as you did upon the former occaſion. Lord 


Hailes writes to me thus: © Mr. Boſwell will be pleaſed to expreſs the grateful 


ſenſe which Sir David Dalrymple has of Dr. Johnſon's attention to his little 
* The further ſpecimen will ſhew, that | 


6 Even i in an Edward he can ſee deſert.” 


« Tt gives me.much pleaſure 10 hear that a re- publication of Ifaac Walton's 
Lord Hailes 

had it in view. I remember one forenoon, while he fat with you in my 
houſe, he ſaid, that there ſhould be a new edition of Walton's Lives; and 
you faid, that they ſhould be benoted a little. This was all that paſſed on that 


ſubject. You muſt, therefore, inform Dr. Horne, that he may reſume his 


plan. I encloſe a note concerning it; and if Dr. Horne will write to me, all 


the attention that I can give ſhall be cheerfully beſtowed, upon what I think a | 
pious work, the preſervation and elucidation of Walton, by whoſe n I 


have been moſt 3 edified. 


VVV 


Mr. BoswzEL L t Dr. JoHNnSON. . 
Edinburgh, Sept. 16, 1774. 


« WALES has probably detained you longer than I ſuppoſed. You 


will have become quite a mountaineer, by viſiting Scotland one year and 


Wales another. You muſt next go to Switzerland. Cambria will complain, 


if you do not honour her alſo with ſome remarks. And 1 find conceſſere 


" columns, 
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columnæ, the bookſellers expect another book. I am impatient to ſee your 1774. 
Tour to Scotland and the Hebrides. Might not ſend me a copy by the Bas, 65, 


poſt as ſoon as it 1s 3 off?“ 
* „ % * ** 


To FOI BoswELL, Ef. 


« PEAR SIR, 

« YESTERDAY I returned from my Welch journey. I was 
ſorry to leave my book ſuſpended ſo long; but having an opportunity of ſee- 
25 with ſo much convenience, a new part of the iſland, I could not reject 

I have been in five of the ſix counties of North Wales; and have ſeen 
8. Aſaph and Bangor, the two ſeats of their biſhops ; have been upon Pen- 
manmaur and Snowden, and paſſed over into Angleſea. But Wales is fo little 
different from England, that it offers N to the . of the 
traveller. 

When I came home, I found S of your papers, with fn pages of 
Lord Hailes's Annals, which I will conſider. I am in haſte to give you ſome 
account of myſelf, leſt you ſhould ſuſpe& me of negligence in the preſſing, 
buſineſs which I find recommended to my care*, and which 1 knew nothing of | : 
till now, when Whcare is vain. | 

In the diſtribution of my books I ob to follow your advice, adding | 

ſuch as ſhall occur to me. I am not pleaſed with your notes of remembrance _ 
added to your names, for I hope I ſhall not eaſily forget them. 

I] have received four Erſe books, without any direction, and ſuſpect that 

they are intended for the Oxford library. If that is the intention, I think it 

will be proper to add the metrical pſalms, and whatever elſe is printed in Erſe, 
that the preſent may be complete. The donor's name ſhould be told. 

« ] wiſh you could have read the book before it was printed, but our dif- 
tance does not eaſily permit it. 

« am ſorry Lord Hailes does not intend to publiſh Walton; I am afraid 
it will not be done ſo well, if it be done at all. 

“] purpoſe now to drive the book forward. Make my compliments to Mrs. 


Boſwell, and let me hear often from you. I am, dear Sir, 


« Your affectionate humble ſervant, | 
SaM. JOHNSON.” 


« London, Octob. 1, 1774. 


41 had written to him, to requeſt his interpoſition 1 in behalf of a convict, who I thought was 


ve unjuſtly condemned, . 
1 — 55 This 


1774. 
tat. 65. 
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This tour to Wales, which - was made in company with Mr. and Mrs. 
Thrale, though it no doubt contributed to his health and amuſement, did not 


give occaſion to ſuch a diſcurſive exerciſe of his mind as our tour to the 
Hebrides. I do not find that he kept any journal or notes of what he ſaw 


here. All that I heard him ſay of it was, that inſtead of bleak: and barren 
Wy +5 mountains, there were green and fertile ones; and that one of the caſtles in 


e 


CAR ſteady ſupporter of government, having again to encounter the ſtorm of a 


"Os would contain all the caſtles that he had ſeen in Scotland. 3 
Parliament having been diſſolved, and his friend Mr. Thrale, who was a 


conteſted election, he wrote a ſhort political pamphlet, entitled << T he Patriot,“ 
addreſſed to the electors of Great-Britain; a title which, to factious men, Who 
conſider a patriot only as an oppoſer of the meaſures of government, will 
appear ſtrangely miſapplied. It was, however, written with ene rgetick viva- 


city ; and, except thoſe paſſages in which it endeavours to vindicate the glaring 
 quttage of the Houſe of Commons in the caſe of the Middleſex election, and 


to juſtify the attempt to reduce our fellow- ſubjects in America to uncon- 
ditional ſubmiſſion, it contained an admirable diſplay of the properties of a 
real patriot, in the original and genuine ſenſe, —a ſincere, ſteady, rational, 


and unbiaſſed friend to the intereſts and proſperity of his King and country. 


It muſt be acknowledged, however, that both in this and his two former 


pamphlets, there was, amidſt many powerful arguments, not nly a conſider- 
able portion of ſophiſtry, but a contemptuous ridicule of his opponents, which 


was very provoking. 


Ts James B OSWELL, Eſq. 
ce D EAR SIR, | | | 

« THERE has appeared lately in the papers an account of a boat 

overſet between Mull and Ulva, in which many paſſengers were loſt, and among 


them Maclean of Col. We, you know, were once drowned 5; I hope, there- 
fore, that the ſtory is either wantonly or erroneouſly told. Trax * me by 
the next poſt. | 

ce J have printed two hundred ad forty pages.—1 am able to do nothing 
much worth doing to dear Lord Hailes's book. I will, however, ſend back 


the ſheets ; and hope, by degrees, to anſwer all your reaſonable expectations. 


« Mr. Thrale has happily ſurmounted a very violent and acrimonious 
oppoſition ; but all joys have their abatements : Mrs, Thrale has fallen from 


5 Tn the newſpapers, 


her 


i 
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ker korſe, and hurt herſelf very much. The reſt of our friends, I believe, 
are well. ; compliments to Mrs. Boſwell. I am, Sir, 


| | « Your moſt affectionate ſervant, 
. Landom, Oaob. 27, 1774+ ily Sau. Jonxson,” 


This letter, which ſhews his tender concern for an amiable young gentleman 


to whom we had been very much obliged i in the Hebrides, I have inſerted 


according to its date, though before receiving it I had informed him of the 


melancholy event that the young Laird of Col was n drowned. 


4 To Jauxs BoswzLL, Eſq. 
« Dean 8 IR, 
« LAST night I corrected the laſt page of our + job to the 
Hebrides.” The printer has detained it all this time, for I had, before I went 
into Wales, written all except two ſheets. © The Patriot” was called for by 


my political friends on Friday, was written on Saturday, and J have heard 


little of it. So Vague are conjectures at a diſtance *. As ſoon as I can, I will 
take care that copies be ſent to you, for I would wiſh that they might be given 


before they are bought; but I am afraid that Mr. Strahan will ſend to you 


and to the bookſellers at the ſame time. Trade is as diligent as courteſy. I 
have mentioned all that you recommended. Pray make my compliments to 
Mrs. Boſwell and the younglings. The club has, I think, not yet met. 


cc Tell me, and tell me honeſtly, what you think and others fay of our 


travels. Shall we touch the continent”? I am, dear Sir, 
« Your moſt humble ſervant, 


« Nov. 26, 1774. ; | SAM. Jounson.” 


; ng 


In his manuſcript diary of this year, there is the following entry: 
2 Nov. 27. Advent Sunday. I conſidered that this day, being the begin- 


/ began to read the Greek Teſtament regularly at 160 verſes every Sunday. 


This day I began the Acts. 
cc In this week I read Virgil's Paſtorals. I learned to repeat the Pollio and 


Gallus. I read careleſsly the firſt Georgick.“ 


6 Alluding to a paſſage in a letter of mine, where ſpeaking of his Ihe to the Hebrides, 
I fay, “ But has not The Patriot? been an interruption, by the time taken to write it, and the 
time luxuriouſly ſpent in liſtening to its applauſes ?” 

7 We had projected a voyage together up the Sock, and talked of v ifiting ſome of the more 
northern regions, 


| 955 ee 8 Such 


— 


— — 
Etat. 65. 


ning of the eccleſiaſtical year, was a proper time for a new courſe of life. I 


. 
174. 
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Such evidences of his uncealing ardour, both for © divine and human lore,” 
when advanced into his ſixty- fourth year, and notwithſtanding his many diſ- 
turbances from diſeaſe, muſt make us at once honour his ſpirit, and lament 
that it ſnould be fo grievouſly clogged by its material tegument. It is remark- 
able, that he was very fond of the preciſion which calculation produces. Thus 
we find in one of his manuſcript diaries, © 12 pages in 4to Gr. Teſt. and 30 
pages in Bega 's 28 comprize the whole 1 in 40 days. 


Dr. Jonxson to Joun Hoorz, E. 
cc DraR . 8 > 
« I HAvx returned your play * , which you will find underſcored with 


red, where there was a word which I did not like, The red will be waſhed 


off with as little water. | 

«© The plot is fo well framed, the intricacy ſo artful, and the diſentangie- 
ment ſo. eaſy, the ſuſpenſe ſo affecting, and the paſſionate parts ſo Pay 
interpoſed, that I have no doubt of its ſucceſs. I am, Sir, 


| cc Your molt humble ſervant, | Z 
December 19, 1774- SAM. Jonxsox.“ 


The firſt effort of his pen in 1775, was, © Propoſals for publiſhing the 
Works of Mrs. Charlotte Lennox, f“ in three volumes quarto. In his diary, 
January 2, I find this entry: Wrote Charlotte's Propofals.” But, indeed, 
the internal evidence would have been quite ſufficient. Her claim to the 


favour of the publick was thus enforced : 


<« Moſt of the pieces, as they appeared ſingly, have 3 a with appro- 
bation, perhaps above their merit, but of no great advantage to the writer. 
. She hopes, therefore, that ſhe ſhall not be conſidered as too indulgent to 
vanity, or too ſtudious of intereſt, if, from that labour which has hitherto 


been chiefly gainful to others, ſhe endeavours to obtain at laſt ſome profit for 


herſelf and her children. She cannot decently enforce her claim by the praiſe 


of her own performances; nor can ſhe ſuppoſe, that, by the moſt artful and 
laboured addreſs, any additional notice could be proeured to a PO of 
which Her MajzsrTy has condeſcended to be the PaTRONEss.” 


To JaMES Bernt, . 


« D RAR SIR, 


< YOU never did aſk for : a book by the poll till now, and I did not 


think on it. You ſee now it is done. 1 ſent one to the King, and I hear he 
likes 1 It, 


e. Cleonice,” 


« I mall 
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4 T ſhall ſend a parcel into Scotland for preſents, and intend: to give to 
many of my friends. In your catalogue you leſt out Lord Auchinleck. 
« Let me know, as faſt as you read it, how you like it; and let me know 
if any miſtake is committed, or any thing important leſt out. I wiſh you 
could have ſeen the ſheets. My compliments to Mrs. Boſwell, and to V ero- 
nica, and to all my friends. I am, Sir, R 
1 « Your moſt humble ſervant, 
© January 14, 1775+ SAM. Jou so x.“ 


Mr. Bos wELIL to Dr. Jonnson, 
| Edinburgh, Jan. 19, 1775. 
ce BE pleaſed t to accept of my beſt thanks for your © Journey to the 


Hebrides,” which came to me by laſt night's poſt. I did really aſk the favour 


twice; but you have been even with me, by granting it ſo ſpeedily. Bis dat 
qui cito dat. Though ill of a bad cold, you kept me up the greateſt part of 


the laſt night; for I did not ſtop till I had read every word of your book. 1 
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looked back to our firſt talking of a viſit to the Hebrides, which was many 


years ago, when ſitting by ourſelves in the Mitre tavern, in London, I think 
about witching time d nigbt; and then exulted in contemplating our ſcheme 
fulfilled, and a monumentum perenne of it erected by your ſuperiour abilities. 
I ſhalt only ſay, that your book has afforded me a high gratification. I ſhall 
afterwards give you my thoughts on particular paſſages. In the mean time, 
I haſten to tell you of your having miſtaken two names, which you will cor- 
rect in London, as I ſhall do here, that the gentlemen who deſerve the valu- 
able compliments which you have paid them, may enjoy their honours. In page 
106, for Gordon read Murchiſon ; and in page 357, for Maclean read Macleod. 


* ** * *. ** 

But J am now to apply to you for immediate aid in my profeſſion, which 
you have never refuſed to grant when I requeſted it. I encloſe you a petition 
for Dr. Memis, a phyſician at Aberdeen, in which Sir John Dalrymple has 
exerted his talents, and which I am to anſwer as Counſel for the managers of 
the Royal Infirmary in that city. Mr. Jopp, the Provoſt, who delivered to 
you your freedom, 1 is one of my clients, and, as @ citizen of Aberdeen, you 
wilt ſupport him. 
e The fact is ſhortly this. In a tranſlation of the charter of the Infirmary 


from Latin into Engliſh, made under the authority of the managers, the fame | 


phraſe in the original is in one place rendered Phy/ician, but when applied to 


Dr. Memis 1s rendered Doctor of Medicine, Dr, Memis complained of this 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
before the tranſlation was printed, but was not indulged with having it altered, 


Ftat, 66. and he has brought an action for damages, on account of a ſuppoſed injury, 


as if the deſignation given to him were an inferiour one, tending to make it 


be ſuppoſed he is not a Phyſician, and, conſequently to hurt his practice. My 


father has diſmiſſed the action as groundleſs, and now he has _—_— to the 


whole Court?.” 
To Mrs Bos wr r, Zh 
DEAR SIR, 
« ] LonG to hear how you like the book; z it is, I think, much liked 


here. But Macpherſon is very furious; can you give me any more intelligence 


about him, or his Fingal? Do Wn you can, and do it quickly. Is Lord : 


| Hailes on our fide ? 


« Pray let me know what I owed you when I left you, that I may ſend i it 
to you. 
“ am going to write adout the Americans. If you ave picked up any 
hints among your lawyers, who are great maſters of the law of nations, or if 
your own mind ſuggeſts any thing, let me know. But mum, —it is a ſecret. 

« J will ſend your parcel of books as ſoon as I can; but I cannot do as I 


with. H owever, you find Oy Ty mentioned in the book which you 


recommended. 
« Langton is here; ; we are all that ever we were. He | is a worthy fellow, 


without malice, though not without reſentment. - 


c Poor Beaucl&k is fo ill, that his life is thought to bed in dug. Lady 


Di. nurſes him with very great aſſiduity. 
Reynolds has Aken too much to ſtrong liquor" 6 and ſeems to- from ach in 


his new character. 


« This is all the news chat T have; bur as you lows verſes, I wil ſend you 
a few which I made upon Inchkenneth*; :; but remember the condition, that 


you ſhall not- ſhow them, except to Lord Hates, whom ] love better than any 


man whom 1 Tnow ſo little. If he aſks you to tranſcribe them for him, you 


may do it, but I think he muſt promiſe not to let them be copied again, nor 


to ſhow them as mine. 


9 In the Court of Seſſion of Scotland an action is firſt tried by one of the N , who is 
called the Lord Ordinary ; - and if either party is diſſatisfied, he may appeal to the whole Court, 


_ conſiſting of fifteen, the Lord Prefident and fourteen other Judges, who have both in and out of 


Court the title of Lords, from the name of their eſtates; as, Lord Auchinleck, Lord Monboddo, &c. 
It ſhould be recollected, that this fanciful deſcription of his friend was given by — 
after he had become a water-drin ker. 


dee them in * of a Tour to the Hebrides,” 30 edit. p. 337. h 
cc | ave 
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1-3 "MA at laſt ſent back Lord Hailes's ſheets. I never think about return- 
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ing them, becauſe I alter nothing. You will ſee that I might as well have FTE 


kept them. However, I am aſhamed of my delay; and if I have the honour 
of receiving any more, promiſe punctually to return them by the next poſt. 
Make my compliments to or Mrs. Boſwell, and. to Miſs Veronica. I 
am, dear Sir, | . 
| « « Yours molt faithfully, 
January 21, 1775 Sau. Jonunson?,” 


Mr. BoswzLL to Dr. Jonnson. 


Edinburgh, Jan. 27, 7 
> #. # $S # 


e YOU rate our r lawyers here too high, when you call them great 


maſters. of the law of nations. 
* - ** * * ER * 


« As for myſelf, 1 am aſhamed to ſay that I have read little and thought little 


on the ſubject of America. I will be much obliged to you, if you will direct 


me where I ſhall find the beſt information of what is to be ſaid on both ſides. 


their provinces or colonies? Pray let me know immediately what to read, 


It is a ſubject vaſt in its preſent extent and future conſequences. The imperfect 


hints which now float in my mind, tend rather to the formation of an opinion 
that our government has been precipitant and ſevere in the reſolutions taken 


againſt the Boſtonians. Well do you know that I have no kindneſs for that 
race. But nations, or bodies of men, ſhould, as well as individuals, have a 
fair trial, and not be condemned on character alone. Have we not expreſs 


contracts with our colonies, which afford a more certain foundation of judge- 


ment, than general political ſpeculations on the mutual rights of ſtates and 


„ Ts now ſent me a Latin inſcription for my hiſtorical picture of Mary Queen of Scots, and 
afterwards favoured me with an Engliſh tranſlation. Mr. Alderman Boydell has ſubjoined them 
to the engraving from my picture. | | 


% Maria Scotorum Regina, : Mary Queen of Scots, 
C Hominum ſeditigſorum ED  Harraſſed, terrified, and overpowered. 
c Contumeliis laſſata, | | By the inſults, menaces, 
46 Minis territa, clamoribus vida, And clamourg 
« Libello, per quem | Of her rebellious ſubjects, . 
4 Regno cedit, | Sets her hand 
« Lacrimans tHrepidanſque Wich tears and confuſion, 
% Nomen apponit. 0 o a reſignation of the kingdom. 


pot i lh he bras and 
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1775 and [ ſhall diligently endeavour to gather for you any thing that J ean find. 
FO Is Burke's ſpeech on American Taxation publiſhed by himſelf? Is it authen- 
tick? I remember to have heard you ſay, that you had never conſidered Eaſt 
Indian affairs; though, ſurely, they are of much importance to Great-Britain. 
Under the recollaction of this, I ſhelter myſelf from the reproach of ignorance 
about the Americans. If you write upon the ſubject, I ſhall certainly under- 
ſtand it. But, ſince you ſcem to expect that I ſhould know ſomething of it, 
without your inſtruction, and that my own mind ſhould ſuggeſt —— 
truſt you W put me in the way. | 
FF * 
cc What does Becket mean by the Originals of Fingal and other poems of 


Offian, which he advertiſes to have lain in his ſhop ?”? 
4 VS $$ &:: 


— 


To Jauxs Bos wr r, Ef. 


cc wh R 81 2 | 
« YOU ſent me a caſe to Satte in which 1 vs no facts but what 
are againſt us, nor any principles on which to reaſon. It is vain to try to write 
thus without materials. The fact ſeems to be againſt you, at leaſt I cannot 
. know nor ſay any thing to the contrary. I am glad that you like the book ſo 
well. I hear no more of Macpherſon. I ſhall long to know what Lord 
Hailes ſays of it. Lend it him privately. I ſhall ſend the parcel as ſoon as 
I can. Make my compliments to Mrs, Boſwell. I am, Sir, &. 
; on M0 * Jawary 28, 1775. | Sam, Jonnson.” 


f - 


Mr. Boswzr to Dr. Jonnson. 


Edinburgh, Feb. 2 1775. 
9 # # $--# + * 

8 « AS to Macpherſon, I am anxious to have from yourſelf a full and 
pointed account of what has paſſed between you and him. It is confidently 
told here, that before your book came out he ſent to you, to let you know 
that he underſtood you meant to deny the authenticity of Offian's Poems; that 
5 ES the originals were in his poſſeſſion; that you might have inſpection of them, 
and might take the evidence of people ſkilled in the Erſe language ; and that 
he hoped, after this fair offer, you would not be ſo uncandid as to aſſert that 
he had refuſed reaſonable proof. That you paid no regard to his meſſage, but 
publiſhed your ſtrong attack upon him ; that then he wrote a letter to you, in 
| - I — ſuch 


+, 
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fach terms as he thought ſuited to one who had not acted as a man of vera- 


* \ 
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city. You may believe it gives me pain to hear your conduct repreſented as Eat 66 


unfavourable, while I can only deny what is ſaid, on the ground that your 
character refutes it, without having any information to oppoſe. Lit me, I 
beg it of you, be furniſhed with a ſufficient anſwer to any calumny upon this 
occaſion. 

« Lord Hailes writes to me, (for we correſpond more than we talk t toge- 
ther,) © As to Fingal, I ſee a controverſy ariſing, and purpoſe to keep out of 
its way. There is no doubt that I might mention ſome circumſtances ; but I 
do not chooſe to commit them to paper.” What his opinion is, I do not 
know. He fays, I am ſingularly obliged to Dr. Johnſon for his accurate and 
uſeful criticiſms. Had he given ſome ſtrictures on the general plan of the 
work, it would have added much to his favours.” He is charmed with your 


verſes on Inchkenneth, ſays they are very elegant, but bids me tell you he 


doubts whether | 
b Legitimas faciunt Pectora pura preces, 


be according to the rybrick : but that 3 IS * concern; for, you know, he is 
a * 


S 0 „ „ © 
: To Dr. LAWRENCE®. | 
„ Sg, | February 7, 1775. 


« ONE of the Scotch phyſicians is now proſecuting a corporation 


that in ſome publick inſtrument have ſtiled him Doctor of Medicine inſtead of 
. Phyfician. Boſwell deſires, being advocate for the corporation, to know 
whether Doctor of Medicine is not a legitimate title, and whether it may be 
_ conſidered as a diſadvantageous diſtinction. I am to write r be pleaſed 


to tell me. I am, Sir, your moſt, &c. 
«SAM. Na 


To JAMES Bos wr r, 20. 


« My DEAR BosSWELL, 


« I AM furprized that, knowing as you do the diſpoſition of your 
countrymen to tell lies in favour of each other *, you can be at all affected by 


+ The learned and _— Dr, Lawrence, whom Dr. Johnſon AY" and loved as his phyſician 
and friend. 
5 My friend has, in this letter, relied upon my wy with a confidence, of which the 


ow has eſcaped my recollection. 


any 
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3 . 1775. any reports * circulate among them. Macpherſon never in his life offered 
= Fa. 66, me the fight of any original or of any evidence of any kind, but thought only 
= | of intimidating me by noiſe and threats, till my laſt anſwer,—that I would not 
be deterred from detecting what I thought a cheat, by the menaces | of a ruf- 
| fian,—put an end to our correſpondence. 
« The ſtate of the queſtion is this. He, and Dr. Blair whom I Saen 
as deceived, ſay, that he copied the poem from old manuſcripts. His copies, 
if he had them, and [ believe him to have _none, are nothing. Where are 
the manuſcripts? They can be ſhown if they exiſt, but they were never 
Es ſhown. De non exiſtentibus et non apparentibus, ſays our law, eadem oft ratio. 
No man has a claim to credit upon his own word, when better evidence, if he 
i had it, may be eaſily produced. But, ſo far as we can find, the Erle language 
was never written till very lately for the purpoſes of religion. A nation that. 
cannot write, or a language that was never written, has no manuſcripts. | 
« But whatever he has, he never offered to ſhow. If old manuſcripts 
ſhould now be mentioned, I ſhould, unleſs there were more evidence than can 
| be eaſily had, ſuppoſe chem another en of Scotch anne in national 
* falſehood. | 
; « Do not cenſure the a you kn it to be true. 
— Wn « Dr. Memis's queſtion is ſo narrow as to allow no ſpeculation ; and I have 
no facts before me but thoſe which his advocate has produced againſt you. 
« I conſulted this morning the Preſident of the London College of Phy- 
ſicians, who ſays, that with us, Doctor of Phyfick (we do not ſay Doctor of 
Medicine) is the higheſt title that a practicer of phyſick can have; that Doctor 
implies not only Phyſician, but teacher of phyſick ; that every Door is legally 
a Phyſician, but no man, not a Doctor, can practice phy/ick but by licence par- 
ticularly granted. The Doctorate is a licence of itſelf, It ſeems t to us a very 


ſlender cauſe of proſecution” - 
- > ®V * * * * 


— 


« I am now engaged, but in a little time I hope to do all you would have. 
My ene to Madam and Veronica. I am, Sir, 
Four moſt humble ſervant, 
_ ' Februar 7. 1775. . | S AM. Jokxsox.“ 


What words were uſed by Mr. 1 in his Ewers to the vene- 
rable. Sage, I have never heard ; but they are generally ſaid to have been of a 
nature very different from the language of literary conteſt. ' Dr. Johnſon's 


anſwer appeared i in _ newſpapers of the * and has ſince been frequently 
re: publiſhed; 
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re-publiſhed ; but not with perfect accuracy. I give it as dictated to me by 1775. 
himſelf, written down in his preſence, and authenticated by a note in his own Etat, 


hand-writing, * This, I think, is a true copy.” 


18 Mr. TAMES MACPHERSON, 


« I RECEIVED your fooliſh ard impudent letter. Any violence offered 
me I ſhall do my beſt to repel; and what I cannot do for myſelf, the law ſhall 
do for me. I hope I ſhall never be deterred from detecting what I think a 
cheat, by the menaces of a ruffian. | 

«© What would you have me retract? I thought your book an vg; ; 
I think it an impoſture ſtill. For this opinion I have given my reaſons to 
the publick, which I here dare you to refute. Your rage I defy. Your | 
abilities, ſince your Homer, are not fo formidable; and what I hear of your 
morals inclines me to pay regard not to what you ſhall ſay, but to what you 
ſhall prove. You may print this if you will. 
Es 5 « Sam. Jonunson.” 


Mr. Macpherſon little hw the character of Dr. Johnſon, if he ſuppoſed 
that he could be eaſily intimidated ; for no man was ever more remarkable for 
perſonal courage. He had, indeed, an awgful dread of death, or rather © of 
ſomething after death ;” and what rational man, who ſeriouſly thinks of quitting 
all that he has ever known, and going into a new and unknown ſtate of being, 
can be without that dread ? But his fear was from reflection, his courage 
natural. His fear, in that one inſtance, was the reſult of philoſophical and 
religious conſideration. He feared death, but he feared nothing elſe, not even 
what might occaſion death. Many inſtances of his reſolution may be men- 
tioned. One day, at Mr. Beauclerk's houſe in the country, when two large 
dogs were fighting, he went up to them, and beat them till they ſeparated ; 
and at another time, when told of the danger there was that a gun might burſt 
if charged with many balls, he put in ſix or ſeven, and fired it off againſt a 
wall. Mr. Langton told me, that when they were ſwimming together near 
Oxford, he cautioned Dr. Johnſon againſt a pool, which was reckoned par- 
ticularly dangerous; upon which Johnſon directly ſwam into it. He told me 
himſelf that one night he was attacked in the ſtreet by four men, to whom 
he would not yield, but kept them all at bay, till the watch came up, and 
carried both him and them to the round-houſe. In the play 7-houſe at Lich- 
field, as Mr. Garrick informed me, Johnſon having for a moment quitted a 


chair which was placed for him between the ſide-ſcenes, a gentleman took 
mm poſſeſſion 
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1775- poſſeſſion of it, and when Johnſon on his return civilly demanded his ſeat, rudely 
es refuſed to give it up; upon which Johnſon laid hold of him, and toſſed him 
WF and the chair into the pit. Foote, who fo ſucceſsfully revived the old comedy, 
5 by exhibiting living characters, had reſolved to imitate Johnſon on the ſtage, 
expecting great profits from his ridicule of ſo celebrated a man. Johnſon 
being informed of his intention, and being at dinner at Mr. Thomas Davies's 
the bookſeller, from whom I had the ſtory, he aſked Mr. Davies © what was 
the common price of an oak ſtick ;” and being anſwered ſix-pence, « Why 
then, Sir, (faid he,) giye me leave to ſend your ſervant to purchaſe me a ſhil- 
ling one. I'll have a double quantity; for I am told Foote means to take * 
8 off, as he calls it, and I am determined the fellow ſhall not do it with i impunity,” 
„ | Davies took care to acquaint Foote of this, which effectually checked the wan- 
i tonneſs of the mimick. Mr. Macpherſon's menaces made Johnſon provide 
himſelf with the ſame implement of defence; and had he been attacked, 1 
have no doubt that, old as he was, he would have made his corporal proweſs 
be felt as much as his intellectual. 
a His © Journey to the Weſtern Iſlands of Scotland,*” is a moſt Wi 

„ performance. It abounds in extenſive philoſophical views of ſociety, and 

in ingenious ſentiments and lively deſcription. A conſiderable part of it, 
indeed, conſiſts of ſpeculations, which many years before he ſaw the wild 
regions which we viſited together, probably had employed his attention, though 
the actual ſight of thoſe ſcenes undoubtedly quickened and augmented them. 
Mr. Orme, the very able hiſtorian, agreed with me in this opinion, which he 
thus ſtrongly expreſſed :—< There are in that book thoughts, which, by long 
revolution in the great mind of Johnſon, have been formed and poliſhed like 

. pebbles rolled in the ocean???“ 

That he was to ſome degree of exceſs a true-born Engli REAR ſo as to _ 
ever entertained an undue prejudice againſt both the country and the people 
of Scotland, muſt be allowed. But it was a prejudice of the head, and not 
of the heart. He had no ill will to the Scotch; for, if he had been conſcious 

of that, he would never have thrown himfelf into the boſom of their country, 

and truſted to the protection of its remote inhabitants with a fearleſs confi- 
dence. His remark upon the nakedneſs of the country, from its being denuded 

of trees, was made after having travelled two hundred miles along the eaſtern 

- coaſt, where certainly trees are not to be found near the road, and he ſaid it was 
4 a map of the road” which he gave. His diſbelief of the authenticity of the 
poems aſcribed to Oſſian, a Highland bard, was confirmed in the courſe of his 


Journey, by a very ſtrict examination of the evidence offered for it ; and although 
2 their 
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their authenticity was made too much a national point by the Scotch, there l. 
were many reſpectable perſons 1 in that country who did not concur in this; . . 
ſo that his judgement upon the queſtion ought not to be decried, even by thoſe 
who differ from him. As to myſelf, I can only ſay, upon a ſubject now 
become very unintereſting, that when the fragments of Highland poetry firſt 
came out, I was much pleaſed with their wild peculiarity, and was one of 
thoſe who ſubſcribed to enable their editor, Mr. Macpherſon, then a young 
man, to make a ſearch in the Highlands and Hebrides for a long poem in the 
Erſe language, which was reported to be preſerved ſomewhere in thoſe regions. 
But when there came forth an Epick Poem in ſix books, with all the common 5 
circumſtances of former compoſitions of that nature; and when, upon an {i 
attentive examination of it, there was found a perpetual recurrence of the fame | 
images which appear in the fragments; ; and when no ancient manuſcript, to | 
authenticate the work, was depoſited in any publick library, though that was -= We 
inſiſted on as a reaſonable proof, who could forbear to doubt? | | | 
| Johnſon's grateful acknowledgements of kindneſſes received in the courſe 
of this tour, completely refute the brutal reflections which have been thrown 
out againſt him, as if he had made an ungrateful return; and his delicacy in 
- ſparing in his book thoſe who we find from his letters to Mrs. Thrale, were 
Juſt objects of cenſure, is much to be admired. His candour and amiable diſ- 
poſition is conſpicuous from his conduct, when informed by Mr. Macleod, of 
Raſay, that he had committed a miſtake, which gave that gentleman ſome 
uneaſineſs. He wrote him a courteous and kind letter, and inſerted in the 
newſpapers an advertiſement, correcting the miſtake . 
The obſervations ob my friend Mr. Dempſter in a letter written to me, ſoon 
after he had read Dr. Johnſon's book, are ſo juſt and liberal, that they cannot 
be too often repeated: 
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ce There is nothing i in the book, from beginning to end, that a Scotchman 
need to take amiſs. What he ſays of the country is true; and his obſervations 
on the people are what muſt naturally occur to a ſenſible, obſerving, and 
reflecting inhabitant of a convenient metropolis, where a man on thirty pounds 
a year may be better accommodated with all the lande wants of life, than Col 
or Sir Allan, 

c IT am charmed with his reſearches concerning the Erſe 3 and the 
antiquity of their manuſcripts. I am quite convinced; and I ſhall rank Oſſian, 


5 See * Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides,” 3d edit. p. 520. 
M m m 2 and 
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and his Fingals and Oſcars, amongſt the nurſery tales, not the true hiſtory on 


« Upon the whole, the book cannot t diſpleaſe, for it has no Peri 
The authour neither ſays he is a geographer, nor an antiquarian, nor very 


learned in the hiſtory of Scotland, nor a naturaliſt, nor a foſſiliſt. The man- 


ners of the people, and the face of the country, are all he attempts to deſcribe, 


or ſeems to have thought of. Much were it to be wiſhed, that they who have 


travelled into more remote, and of courſe more curious regions, had all poſ- 


ſeſſed his good ſenſe. Of the ſtate of learning, his obſervations on Glaſgow 


Univerſity ſhew he has formed a very ſound judgement, He underſtands our 
climate too; and he has accurately obſerved the changes, however flow and 
imperceptible to us, which Scotland bins RO; in 1 conſequence of the 


: YO of liberty and internal peace.” 


+ R * XM N U 


Mr. Eins, baker native of Scotland, who has ſince ike the ſame tour, 
and publiſhed an account of it, is equally. liberal. © I have read (ſays he,) his 
book again and again, travelled with him from Berwick to Glenelg, through 
countries with which I am well acquainted ; failed with him from Glenelg to 
Raſay, Sky, Rum; Col, Mull, and Icolmkill, but have not been able to 
correct him in any matter of conſequence. I have often admired the accuracy, 
the preciſion, and the juſtneſs of what he RECs reſpecting both the country 
and the people. 

« The Doctor has every where delivered his ſentiments wich Gendieni and 


in many inſtances with a ſeeming regard for the benefit of the inhabitants, and 


the ornament of the country. His remarks on the want of trees and hedges 
for ſhade, as well as for ſhelter to the cattle, are well founded, and merit the 
thanks, not the illiberal cenſure of the natives. He alſo felt for the diſtreſſes 


of the Highlanders, and explodes, with great propriety, the bad management 
of the grounds, and the neglect of timber in the Hebrides.” 


Having quoted Johnſon's juſt compliments on the Raſay family, he lays, 
« On the other hand, I found this family equally laviſh in their encomiums 
upon the Doctor's converſation, and his ſubſequent civilities to a young gentle- 


man of that country, who, upon waiting upon him at London, was well 
received, and experienced all the attention and regard that a warm friend could 


beſtow. Mr. Macleod having alſo been in London, waited upon the Doctor, 


who provided a magaificent and expenſive entertainment, in honour of his old 
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And talking of the military road by Fort Auguſtus, he ſays, “ By this road, 1775. 
though one of the moſt rugged in Great-Britain, the celebrated Dr. Johnſon 2 
paſſed from Inverneſs to the Hebride Iſles. His obſervations on the country 
and people are extremely correct, judicious, and inſtructive “. | 
His private letters to Mrs. Thrale, written during the courſe of his journey, | e 9 
which therefore may be ſuppoſed to convey his genuine feelings at the time, . 
abound in ſuch benignant ſentiments towards the people who ſhewed him 1 
civilities, that no man whoſe temper is not very harſh and Jour, can retain. E 
a doubt of the goodneſs of his heart. Wk T 
It is painful to recolle& with what rancour he was ; aſſailed by numbers: 
of ſhallow irritable North-Britons, on account of his ſuppoſed injurious treat- 
ment of their country and countrymen, in his * Journey.” Had there been 
any Juſt ground for ſuch a charge, would the virtuous and candid Dempſter 
have given his opinion of the book, in the terms which I have quoted ? : 
Would the patriotick Knox“ have fpoken of it as he has done? And let me 
add, that, citizen of the world as I hold myſelf to be, I have that degree of 
predilection for my zatale ſolum, nay, J have that juſt ſenſe of the merit of an 
ancient nation, which has been ever renowned for its valour, which | in former 
times maintained irs independence againſt a powerful neighbour, and in modern 
times has been equally diſtinguiſhed for its ingenuity and induſtry in civiliſed life, 
mY **, Sth&TWotidfhkt felt a generous indignation at any injuſtice done to it. Johnſon 
. AN treated Scotland no worſe than he did even his beſt friends, whoſe characters 
W. he uſed to give as they appeared to him, both in light and ſhade. Some peo- 
ple, who had not exerciſed their minds ſufficiently, condemned him for cen- 
ſuring his friends. But Sir Joſhua Reynolds, whoſe philoſophical penetration 
and juſtneſs of thinking are not leſs known to thoſe who live with him, than 
his genius in his art is admired by the world, explained his conduct thus: « He 
was fond of diſcrimination, which he could not ſhew without pointing out 
the bad as well as the good in every character; and as his friends were thoſe 
whoſe characters he knew beſt, they afforded him the beſt opportunity for 
ſhewing the acuteneſs of his judgement.” — 
He expreſſed to his friend Mr. Windham of Norfolk, his wonder at the 
extreme jealouſy of the Scotch, and their reſentment at having their country 
deſcribed by him as it really was; when, to ſay that it was a country as good 5 


7 5 103. 
5 Tobſerve with much regret, while this work 1s . through the preſs, (Auguſt, 1790,) 


that this ingenious gentleman is dead, 
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1775. as England, would have been a groſs falſehood. None of us, (ſaid he,) 
Fiat. 66, would be offended if a foreigner who has travelled here ſhould ſay, that 


vines and olives don't grow in England.” And as to his prejudice againſt the 


Scotch, which I always aſcribed to that nationality which he obſerved in hem, 
he faid to the ſame gentlaman, When I find a Scotchman to whom an 
Engliſhman 1s as a Scotchman, that Scotchman ſhall be as an Enghſhman to 
me.“ F His intimacy with many gentlemen of Scotland, and his employing ſo 


* a.: was not virulent F and I have depoſited in the Britiſh Muſeum, amongſt other 


7 
A., oy —— 2 pieces of his writing, the following note, in anſwer to one from me, aſking 
Fi if he would meet me at dinner at the Mitre, though a friend of mine, a 
of * a 4 Scotchman, was to be there. Mr. Johnſon does not fee why Mr. Boſwell 


at the Mitre.” eel Y N. au lu, — a ho bats cho 


TR. anſwered, with ſtrong pointed double-edged wit, © Sir, you have no reaſon 
to be afraid of me. The Iriſh are not in a conſpiracy to cheat the world by 
. 4. falſe repreſentations of the merits of their countrymen. No, Sir; the Iriſh 


og Johnſon told me an inftance of Scottiſh nationality, which made a very unfa- 


\,. - London, ſolicited him to recommend, by the weight of his learned authority, 


| was ſhocked at this unconſcientious conduct. 


Ye zines, and other fugitive publications, I can ſpeak from certain knowledge, 
only furniſhed him with ſport. At laft there came out a ſcurrilous volume, 


"_ fictitious, of ſome low man in an obſcure corner of Scotland, though ſuppoſed 
to be the work of another Scotchman, who has found means to make himſelf 
well known both in Scotland and England. The effect which it had upon 
2 Juohnfon was, to produce this pleaſant obſervation to Mr. Seward, to whom he 
1 . 5 . BONE Li lent the book: © This fellow muſt be a blockhead. They don't know how to 
go about their abuſe. Who will read a five ſhilling book againſt me? No, 

| "Ty — if they had wit, — ſhould have — pelting r me with — 2 
= Mr. 


a 4 L many natives _ country as his amanuenſes, prove' that his prejudice 


+ #* ſhould ſuppoſe a Scotchman leſs acceptable than any oth He will by 4 
9 . ppoſe a Scotchman leis accepta any other man. He wi 55 4 #4 


7 
. — 


. My much-valued friend Dr. Barnard, now Biſhop of Killaloe, having once 
1 expreſſed to him an apprehenſion, that if he ſhould viſit Ireland he might treat 
1 the people of that country more unfavourably than he had done the Scotch, 


are a FAIR PEOPLE :—they never ſpeak well of one another.“ 'P Mei WY "a wm" 
* 
. vourable impreſfion upon his mind. A Scotchman, of ſome conſideration in = = act 


bo to be maſter of an Engliſh ſchool, a perfon of whom he who recommended 
Hor him confeſſed he knew no more but that he was his countryman. Johnſon 


— — All the miſerable cavillings againſt his © Journey,” in newſpapers, maga- 


larger than Johnſon's own, filled with malignant abuſe, under a name, real or 
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Mr. BOSWELL 70 Dr, Jonnson. 
Edinburgh, Feb. 18, 1775. 


« YOU fan have been very well pleaſed if you had dined with 
me to day. I had for my gueſts, Macquharrie, young Maclean of Col, 

the ſucceſſor of our friend, a very amiable man, though not marked with 
- ſuch active qualities as his brother, Mr. Maclean of Torloiſk in Mull a gen- 
tleman of Sir Allan's family, and two of the clan Grant, ſo that the Highland 
and Hebridean genius reigned. We had a great deal of converſation about 
you, and drank your health in a bumper. The toaſt was not propoſed by me, 
which is a circumſtance to be remarked, for I am now ſo connected with you, 
that any thing that I can ay or do to your honour has not the value of an 
additional compliment. It is only giving you a guinea out of that treaſure 


of admiration which already belongs to you, and which is no hidden treaſure; 


for I ſuppoſe my admiration of you is co-exiſtent with the knowledge of my 
character. | 

« ] find that the Highlanders and Excbrideans 3 in general are much Smet 
of your © Journey,” than the low- country or hither Scots. One of the Grants 
ſaid to day, that he was ſure you were a man of a good heart, and a candid 
man, and ſeemed to hope he ſhould be able to convince you of the antiquity. 
of a good proportion of the poems of Offian. After all that has paſſed, I 


think the matter is capable of being proyed to a certain degree. I am told 


that Macpherſon got one old Erſe MS. from Clanranald, for the reſtitution of 
which he executed a formal obligation ; and it is affirmed, that the Gaelick 
(call it Erſe or call it Iriſh,) has been written in the Highlands and Hebrides 


for many centuries. It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that ſuch of the inhabitants as 


acquired any learning, poſſeſſed the art of writing as well as their Inſh neigh- 
bours and Celtick couſins ; and the queſtion is, can ſufficient evidence be 
ſhewn of this? 

« Thoſe who are ſkilled in ancient writings can determine the age of MSS. 
or at leaſt can aſcertain the century in which they were written; and if men 


of veracity, who are ſo ſkilled, ſhall tell us that MSS. in the poſſeſſion of 


families in the Highlands and iſles, are the works of a remote age, I think we 
ſhould be convinced by their teſtimony. | 


« There is now come to this city, Ranald Macdonald, from the Ifle of 


Egg, who has ſeveral MSS. of Erſe poetry, which he wiſhes to publiſh by 


Eerie: I have engaged to take three copies of the book, the price of 
which. 
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which is to be fix ſhillings, as-I would ſubſcribe for all the Erſe that can be 


printed, be it old or new, that the language may be preſerved. This man 
ſays, that ſome of his manuſcripts are ancient; and, to be ſure, one of them 


N was ſhewn to me does appear to have the duſkyneſs of antiquity. 


„„. wg * 


ce 1 he 4 inquiry is not yet quite hopeleſs, and I ſhould think that the ct | 


-truth may be- diſcovered, if proper means be uſed. I am, &c. 


cc 1 5 BOSWELL,” 


To Ius, Boswnt A. 
40 DAR SIR, 
4 IJ am ſorry that 1 could _ no > book for my ſrlenda in Sacha: 


Mr. Strahan has at laſt promiſed to ſend two dozen to you. If they come, 


put the names of my friends into them ; you may cut them out ?, and e 


them with a little ſtarch in the book. — 
« You then are going wild about Oſſian. Why do you think any part 


can be proved? The duſky. manuſcript of Egg is probably not fifty years 


old; if it be an hundred, it proves nothing. The tale of Clanranald has 
no proof. Has Clanranald told it? Can he prove it? T here are, I believe, 
no Erſe manuſcripts. None of the old families had a ſingle letter in Erſe that 


we heard of. You ſay it is likely that they could write. The learned, if any 


learned there were, could ; but knowing by that learning ſome written lan- 
guage, in that language they wrote, as letters had never been applied to their 
own. If there are manuſcripts, let them be ſhewn, with ſome proof that they 
are not forged for the occaſion. You ſay many can remember parts of Oſſian. 


I believe all thoſe. parts are verſions of the Engliſh, at leaſt there 1 is no > proof 


of their antiquity. 
« Macpherſon is aid t to have made ſome 3 himſelf; and having 


taught a boy to write it, ordered him to ſay that he had learned it of his grand- 
mother. The boy, when he grew up, told the ſtory. This Mrs. Williams 
heard at Mr. Strahan's table. Do not be credulous; you know how little a 
Highlander can be truſted. Macpherſon is, ſo far as I know, very quiet. Is 
not that proof enough ? Every thing is againſt him. No viſible manuſcript ; 
no inſcription in the language: no correſpondence among friends: no tranſ- 


action of buſineſs, of which a ſingle ſcrap remains in the ancient families. 


Macpherſon' 8 Pretence is, that the character was Saxon. if he had not talked 


9 8 a liſt in his ren | 
_unſkilfully 
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unſkilfully of manuſcripts, he might have fought with oral tradition much 1775. 
longer. As to Mr. Grant's — I ſuppoſe he knows much leſs of the Eat. 66. 
matter than ourſelves. | 
Eee In the mean time, the bookſeller ſays that the fale is ſufficiently PETR 
They printed four thouſand. Correct your copy wherever it is wrong, and 
bring it up. Your friends will all be glad to ſee you. I think of going * 
ſelf into the country about May. - 
*] am ſorry that I have not managed to ſend the books ſooner. I hive 
left four for you, and do not reſtrict you abſolutely to follow my directions! in 
the diſtribution. Vou muſt uſe your own diſcretion. 
ce Make my compliments to Mrs. Boſwell; I en the is now jut begin 
ay to forgive in me. I am, dear Sir, 
Tour humble n 
5 | SAM. JonnsoN.” 


cc Feb, 25s 1775. 


On Tueſday, B March 21, I arrived in London; and on repairing to Dr. 
7 J ohnſon's before dinner, found him in his ſtudy, fitting with Mr. Peter 
Garrick; the elder brother of David, ſtrongly reſembling him in his counte- 
nance and voice, but of more ſedate and Placid manners. Johnſon informed 
me, that * though Mr. Beauclerk was in great pain, it was hoped he was not in 
danger, and that he now wiſhed to conſult Dr. Heberden to try the effect of a 
ew underſtanding. ” Both at this interview, and in the evening at Mr. Thrale's, 
where he and Mr. Peter Garrick and I met again, he was vehement on the ſub- . 
ject of the Offlian controverſy ; obſerving, © We do not know that there are 
any ancient Erſe manuſcripts ; and we have no other reaſon to diſbelieve that 
chere are men with three heads, but that we do not know that there are any 
ſuch men.” He alſo was outrageous, upon his ſuppoſition that my countrymen 
« Ioved Scotland better than truth,” ſaying, All of them,—nay not all, —but Þ. | _ 
droves of them, would come up, and atteſt any thing for the honour of Scotland.” A. 2 | 
He alſo perſevered in his wild allegation, that he queſtioned if there was a / ns 
tree between Edinburgh and the EngHH border older than himſelf. I aſſured 
Vim he was miſtaken, and ſuggeſted that the proper puniſhment would be that — I” * 
he ſhould receive a ſtripe at every tree above a hundred years old, that was 
found within that ſpace. He laughed, and ſaid, „I believe I might ſubmit tg | 
to it for a bawbie!” | ge 


ty 


Of his © Journey to the Weſtern Iſlands of Scotland.“ 
Nnn 
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1775+ The doubts: which, in my correſpondence with him, I had ventured to ſtate 
Wo as. to the juſtice and wiſdom of the conduct of Great-Britain towards the 
American colonies, while I at the ſame time requeſted. that he would enable 


mie to inform myſelf upon that momentous ſubject, he had altogether diſre- 
garded; and had recently publiſhed a pamphlet, entitled, Taxation no 
Tyranny; an Anſwer to * Reſolutions and * of the pO 
r Hh We, 


He had long before indulged moſt . bein af our flow 


$1 objects in America: For, as early as 1769, I was told by Dr. John Campbell, 
9 that he had ſaid of them,” Sir, they are a race of commits, and . to be 


thankful for any thing we allow them ſhort of hanging.” 
=. ffn. performance I avoided to talk with him; for 1 * now e A 


EE and ſettled opinion, that the people of America were well warranted to 
refiſt a claim that their fellow- ſubjects in the mother- country ſhould have the 

3 1 entire command of their fortunes, by taxing them without their own conſent ; - 
7 and the extreme violence which it breathed, appeared to me {unſuitable 
1 bot to the mildneſs of a Chriſtian philoſopher, and ſo directly oppoſite to the 
2 0 principles of peace which he had ſo beautifully recommended in his pamphlet 
4 7] reſpecting Falkland's Iſlands, that I was ſorry to ſee him appear in fo unfa- 


Y ' 


1 or that felicity of expreſſion, for which: he was, upon other occaſions, ſo emi- 
nent. Poſitive aſſertion, far caſtical ſeverity, and extravagant ridicule, which 
— he himſelf reprobated as a teſt of truth, were united in this rhapſod . 
Ther 2 5 hat this pamphlet was written at the deſire of thoſe who were then in 
t ber power, I have no doubt; and, indeed, he owned to me, that it had been 
g reviſed and curtailed by ſome of them. He told me, that-they had ſtruck 
"A . 3 out one paſſage, which was to this effect: © That the Coloniſts could with 
no ſolidity argue from their not having been taxed while in their infancy, 
that they ſhould not now. has taxed. We do not put a calf into the plow; 
0 we wait till he is an ox.“ He aid, © They {truck it out either critically, 
as too ludicrous, or politically, as too "exaſpe aa” 1 care not which. 
It was their buſineſs. If an architect ſays, I vil! baild five ſtories, -and -the 
24 4 . man who employs him ſays, I will have only three, the employer is to decide.“ 
atv, «Yes, Sir, (ſaid I,) in ordinary caſes. But ſhould. 3 it be ſo when the archi- 
2 2 gives his {kill and labour gratis : "el 3 3 
r Unfavourable as I am conſtrained to ſay my opinion * this pamphlet was, 
yet, ſince it was congenial with the ſentiments of numbers at-that time, and 
es 9A as every thing relating to the writings of Dr. Johnſon is of importance. in 
# oh I | literary 


7 vourable a light. . Beſides; I could not: perceive: in it that ability of argument, 
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literary hiſtory, I fhall therefore inſert ſome paſſages which were ſtruck out, it 17757. 


does not appear why, either by himſelf or thoſe who reviſed it. They appear * 1 - 
printed 1 in a few proof leaves of it in my poſſeſſion, marked with corrections | 
in his own hand-writing. I ſhall diſtinguiſh them by Zalicks. - 

In the paragraph where he lays, the Americans were incited to refifturice by 

. European intelligence from ©* men whom they thought their friends, but who 
were friends only to themſelves,” there followed, “ and made, by their "A __ 
weſs, the enemies of their country.” | 

And the next paragraph ran thus: On the original contrivers of miſchief, 

rather than * thoſe whom they bave deluded, let an inſulted nation pour out its 
vengeance.” 

The paragraph which came next was in theſe words: © Unhappy is that 
country, in which men can hope for advancement by favouring its enemies. The 
tranquillity of table government is not always eafily preſerved againſt the machina- 
tions of fingle innovators ; but what can be the hope of quiet, when factions Mile 
to the legiſlature can be openly formed and openly avowed ?” 

After the paragraph which now concludes the pamphlet, there followed this, 
in which he certainly means the great Earl of e and glances at a cer- 
tain popular Lord Chancellor: | 

C , by the fortune of war, they drive us urterly away, what they will Þ # next 
can only be conjectured. If a new monarchy is erefted, they will want à KING. 
He who firſt takes into his hand the ſceptre of America, ſhould have a name of good 
omen. WILLIAM has been known both as conqueror and deliverer ; and perhaps 
England, however contenned, might yet ſupply them with ANoοHER WILLIAM. 
Whigs, indeed, are not willing to be governed; and it is palſible that KING. 
WIILIAM may be ſtrongly inclined to guide their meaſures : but Whigs have been 
cheated like other mortals, and ſuffered their leader to become their tyrant, under the 
name of their PRoTEcToR. What more they will receive from . no man 
can tell. In their rudiments of empire they may Want a CHANCELLOR. 

Then came this paragraph: 

ce Their numbers are, at preſent, not quite ſu ficient for the greatneſs which, iu 

 fome form of government or other, is to rival the ancient monarcbies; but, by Dr. 

- Franklin's rule of progreſſion, they will, in a century aud a quarter, be more that 
equal to the inhabitants of Europe. When the Whigs of America are thus multi- 
plied, let the Princes of the earth tremble in their palaces. If they ſhould continue N 
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460 THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
1775. How it ended I know not, as it 1s cut off abruptly ; at the foot of the laſt of 


Fut. 66, theſe proof pages. 
His pamphlets in ſupport of the meaſures of adminiſtration were publiſhed 
on his own account, and he afterwards collected them into a volume, with the 


title of i Political 6 racts, by the Authour of the arm with this motto, 


tc Fallitur egregio qui FR ſub Princide credit 

| ce Jervitium, numquam 3 Or extat | 
5 Quam ſub Rego Sto.” No Crauplauus. 
| Theſe pamphlets drew upon him numerous attacks. 48 the common 
weapons of literary warfare he was hardened; but there were two inſtances of 
animadverſion which I communicated to him, and from what I could judge, 

both from his ſilence and his looks, appeared to me to impreſs him much. 

One was, a © A Letter to Dr. Samuel Johnſon, occaſioned by his late 
| political Publications.” " x appeared previous to his Taxation no Tyranny, 5 
and was written by Dr. Joſeph Towers. In that performance, Dr. Johnſon 
was treated with the reſpect due to ſo eminent a man, while his conduct as a 
political writer was boldly and pointedly arraigned, as inconſiſtent with the cha- 
rafter of one, who, if he did employ his pen upon politicks, © it might rea- 
ſonably be expected ſhould diſtinguiſh himſelf, not by party violence and 

rancour, but by moderation and by wiſdom.” 

It concluded thus: © I would, however, with yot! to remember, ſhould you 
again addreſs the publick under the character of a political writer, that luxuriance 
of imagination or energy of language will ill compenſate for the want of 
candour, of juſtice, and of truth. And I ſhall only add, that ſhould I here- . 
after be diſpoſed to read, as I heretofore have done, the moſt excellent of all 
your performances, Taz RamsLs,' the pleaſure which I have been accuſ- 
tomed to find in it will be much diminiſhed by the reflection that the writer 
of ſo moral, ſo elegant, and fo valuable a work, was capable of proſtituting 
his talents in ſuch productions as © The Falſe Alarm, the Thoughts on 
the Tranſactions reſpecting Falkland's Iſlands, and The Patriot.“ 
l am willing to do juſtice to the merit of Dr. Towers, of whom I will fay, 
that although I abhor his Whiggiſh democratical notions and propenſities, 
(for I will not call them Feen I eſteem him as an ingenious, knowing, 
and very convivial man. | 
The other inftance was a ek of a letter to me, from my old and 


moſt intimate friend the Reverend Mr. Temple, who wrote the character of 
Fe 
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** which has had the honour to be adopted both by Mr. Maſon and 
Dr. Johnſon in their accounts of that poet. The words were, How can 
your great, I will not ſay your pious, but your moral friend, ſupport the bar- 
barous meaſures of adminiſtration, which they have not the face to aſk even 
their infidel penſioner Hume to defend.” 

However confident of the rectitude of his own mind, Johnſon. may have 
felt ſincere uneaſineſs that his conduct ſhould be erroneouſly. imputed to unwor- 
thy motives, by good men, and that the influence of his valuable writings 
ſhould on that account be in any degree obſtructed or leſſened. 

He complained to a Right Honourable friend of diſtinguiſhed talents and 
very elegant manners, with whom he maintained a long intimacy, and whoſe 


generoſity towards him will afterwards appear, that his penſion having been 
given to him as a literary character, he had been applied to by adminiſtra- 


tion to write political pamphlets ; and he was even ſo much irritated, that he 


delared his reſolution to refign his penſion. His friend ſhewed him the. 
impropriety of ſuch'a meaſure, and he afterwards expreſſed his gratitude, and 


faid he had received good advice. To that friend he once ſignified a with to 


have his penſion ſecured to him for his life; but he neither aſked nor received 


from government any reward whatſoever for his political labours. 


On Friday, March 24, I met him at the Lirzzaxy Cruz, where were. 
Mr. Beauclerk, Mr. Langton, Mr. Colman, Dr. Percy, Mr. Veſey, Sir 
Charles Bunbury, Dr. George Fordyce, Mr. Steevens, and Mr. Charles Fox. 
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Before he came in, we talked of his Journey to the Weſtern Iſlands, and 
of his coming away, © willing to believe the ſecond ſight“, which ſeemed to 


excite ſome ridicule. I was then fo impreſſed with the truth of many of the 


ſtories of it. which I had been told, that I avowed my conviction, ſaying, . 
„He. is. only willing to believe, I 4 believe. The evidence is enough for 
me, though not for his great mind. What will not fill a quart bottle will 
fill a pint bectle. I am filled with belief.“ © Are you? (ſaid Colman, ) then 


cork it up.“ 


I found his Journey” the common topick of converſation in London at 


this time, wherever I happened to be. At one of Lord Mansfield's formal 
Sunday evening converſations, ſtrangely called Levies, his Lordſhip addreſſed 
me, © We Have all been reading your travels, Mr. Boſwell.” I anſwered, 
J was but the humble attendant of Dr. Johnſon.” The Chief Juſtice: 
replied, with that air and manner which none, who ever ſaw and heard him, 
can forget, He ſpeaks ill of nobody but Offian.” 


hs Finn s * Journey to the Welter Iſlands of Scotland, edit. 1785, * 256. 
Johnſon 
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5 177. Johnſon was in high fpinits this evening at the club, and talked with great 
1 e | > cp 4 animation and ſucceſs. He attacked Swift, as he uſed to do upon all occafions. 
« The Tale of a Tub' is ſo much fuperiour to his other writings, that one 

can hardly believe he was the authour of it. There is in it ſuch a vigour of 

5 mind, ſuch a ſwarm of thoughts, ſo much of nature, and art, and life.” I 
3 e wondered to hear him fay of « Gulliver's Travels,” „When once you have 
| thought of big men and little men, it is very eafy to do all the reſt.” I 
| endeavoured to make a ftand for Swift, and tried to rouſe thofe who were 

much more able to defend him; but in vain. Johnſon at laſt of his own 
accord allowed very great merit to the inventory of articles found in the pockets 
of the Man Mountain, particularly the deſcription of his watch, which it was 
conjectured was his Go, as he conſulted it upon all occaſionsꝰ He obſerved, 
tho! that * Swift put his name to but two things, (after he had a name to put,) 
The Plan for the Improvement of the Engliſh Language, and the laſt 


„„ 
From Swift, there was an eaſy tranſition to Mr. Thomas Sheridan.— 


JonnsoN. “ Sheridan is a wonderful admirer of the tragedy of Douglas, and 
4% Ab YT preſented its authour with a gold medal. Some years ago, at a coffee-houſe 
3 in Oxford, 1 called to him, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Sheridan, how came you to 
| give a gold medal to Home, for writing that fooliſh play?” This, you ſee, 
was wanton and infolent ; but I meant to be wanton and inſolent. A medal 
has no value but as a ſtamp of merit. And was Sheridan to aſſume to himſelf 
the right of giving that ſtamp? If. Sheridan was magnificent enough to 
beſtow a gold medal as an honorary reward of dramatick excellence, he ſhould 

have requeſted one of the Univerſities to chooſe the perſon on whom it ſhould 


be conferred. Sheridan had no right to give a ſtamp of merit: it was cgun- . 
- terfeiting Apollo's coin.” te bbs FE f.. eee 


l On Monday, March 27, I breakfaſted with him at Mr. Strahan's. 
N 70 ld us, that he was engaged to go that evening to Mrs. Abington's by 
= - . « She was viſiting ſome ladies whom I was viſiting, and begged that I would 
=_ . come to her benefit. I told her I could not hear: but ſhe inſiſted ſo much 
on my coming, that it would have been brutal to have refuſed her.” This 
was a ſpeech quite characteriſtical. He loved to bring forward his having 


YL a 222 been in the gay circles of life; and he Was, perhaps, a L Title vain of the the 
22  Toiomanonrorthivetepant and faſhionable actreſs. He told us, the play was 


to be The Hypocrite,” altered from Cibber's * Nonjuror,” ſo as to fatyrize 
the Methodiſts. * I do not think (ſaid he,) the character of the Hypocrite 


pity applicable to the Mcthodilts; but it was very applicable to the Nonjurors. 
I once 


S . 
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1 once ſaid to Dr. Madan, a clergyman of Ireland, who was a great Whig, \ 1775» 
that perhaps a Nonjuror would have been leſs criminal in taking the oaths * 
impoſed by the ruling power, than refuſing them; becauſe refuſing them, neceſ- Hf & 5, 
ſarily laid him under almoſt an irreſiſtible temptation to be more criminal; Dos 
for, a man muft live, and if he precludes himſelf from the ſupport furniſhed 2 
by the eſtabliſhment, will probably be reduced to very wicked ſhifts to main-— , 
tain himſelf*.” BoswELL. © I ſhould think, Sir, that a man who took the ( : 
oaths contrary to his principles, was a determined wicked man, becauſe he fer” Res 
was ſure he was committing perjury : whereas a Nonjuror might be inſenſibly F F/ . | 
led to do what was wrong, without being ſo directly conſcious of it.“ cw or 
| Joanson. “ Why, Sir, a man who goes to bed to his patron's wife is pretty gur. 
ſure that he is committing wickedneſs.” BoSwELIL. © Did the nonjuring clergy- / {Ze 4 
men do fo, Sir? JonxsON. © I am afraid many of them did.” e 
I was ſtartled at his argument, and could by no means think it convincing. | Py 
Had not his own father complied with the requiſition of government, (as to 
which he once obſerved to me, when J preſſed him upon it, © That, Sir, he | 
was to ſettle with himſelf,”) he would as lr. ws: more Has ag 1 
wy of a of cr oe who gel e pet Cf 


93 = had he not reſembled. 
cc My father as he ſchore 8 


9 7 


1 
1 4 : 
% 
, : 0 


This was not merely a curſory remark ; for in his Liſe of Fenton he obſerves, © With many 
other wiſe and virtuous men, who at that time of diſcord and debate [about the beginning of 
this century,] conſulted conſcience well or ill informed, more than intereſt, he doubted -the - 
legality of the government; and refuſing to qualify himſelf for publick employment, by taking the 
oaths required, eſe the Univerſity without a degree.” This conduct, Johnſon calls“ en. 
nels of integrity.” 

The queſtion concerning the morality of taking oaths, of whatever kind, impoſed by the prevail. - 
ing power at the time, rather than to be excluded from all conſequence, or even any conſiderable 
_ uſefulneſs in ſociety, has been agitated with all the acuteneſs of caſuiſtry. It is related, that he 
who deviſed the oath of abjuration, profligately boaſted,*that he had framed a teſt which ſhould 
damn one half of the nation, and ſtarve the other. Upon minds not exalted to inflexible rectitude, 
or minds in which zeal for a party is predominant to exceſs, taking that oath againſt conviction, 
may have been palliated under the plea of neceſſity, or ventured upon in heat, as upon 2 whole 
producing more good than evil. | 

At a county election in Scotland, many years ago, when there was a warm conteſt between 

the friends of the Hanoverian ſucceſſion and thoſe againſt it, the oath of abjuration having been 
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demanded, the freeholders upon one ſide roſe to go away. Upon which a very ſanguine gentleman, | | 7a] " 
one of their number, ran to the door to ſtop them, calling out with much earneſtneſs, Stay, #* 


5 4 ' 


ſtay, my friends, and let us ſwear the rogues out of it Ide 
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Mr. Strahan talked of launching into the great ocean of London, in order 


to have a chance for riſing to eminence, and obſerving that many men were 
kept back from trying their fortune there, becauſe they were born to a com- 


petency, ſaid, © Small certainties are the bane of men of talents :” which 
' Johnſon confirmed. Mr. Strahan put Johnſon in mind of a remark which 
he had made to him; „ There are few ways in which a man can be more 
innocently employed than in getting money.” «© r more one thinks of this, 
(ſaid Strahan, ) the juſter it will appear.” x 


Mr. Strahan had taken a poor boy from * country as an apprentice, upon 


; Johnſon” s recommendation. Johnſon having inquired after him, ſaid, Mr. 
Strahan, let me have five guineas on account, and T'll give this boy one. 


Nay, if a man recommends a boy, and does nothing for _ it is 5 fad work. 


Call him down.” 


I followed him into the wa behind Mr. Strahan's 150 bs; e; and dere 


I had a proof of what I had heard him profeſs, that he talked alike to all. 
* Some people (ſaid he,) tell you that they let t themſelves down to the 
capacity of their hearers. I never do | that. I ſpeak uniformly, in as intelli- 


2 a manner as I can.“ Aut 0 lh . = FF 5 5 
O Well, my boy, how do you go on?“ Pretty well, Sir; but they are 


afraid I an't ſtrong enough for ſome parts of the buſineſs.” JohNSõM. «© Why 


1 ſhall be ſorry for it; for when you conſider with how little mental power at and 


=—_ . 2 u orporeal labour 3. printer can get a guinea a week, IF is a very "defirable occu- 
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Ration for you. Do you hear, — take all the pains you can; and if this Goes 
not do, we muſt think of ſome other way of life for you. There's a guinea.” 
Here was one of the many, many inſtances of his active benevolence? At 


the ſame time, the flow and ſonorous ſolemnity with which, while he bent 
himſelf down, he addreſſed a little thick ſhort-legged boy, contraſted with the 


5 boy s aukwardneſs and awe, could not but excite ſome ludicrous emotions. 


I met him at Drury-lane playhouſe in the evening. Sir Joſhua Reynolds, 
at Mrs. Abington's requeſt, had promiſed to bring a body of wits to her 


benefit; and having ſecured forty places in the front boxes, had done me the * 

- honour to put me in the groupe. Johnſon ſat on the ſeat directly behind me; 
2 and as he he could neither Ice. Hor hear at ſuch a diſtance from the ſtage, he 
ont was wrapped up in grave abſtraction, and ſeemed quite a cloud, amidſt all 
the ſunſhine of glitter and gaiety. I wondered at his patience in ſitting out a 


play of five acts, and a farce of two. He faid very little; but after the pro- 
= logue to Bon Ton” had been ſpoken, which he could hear pretty well from 
the more flow and diſtinft utterance, he obſerved, © Dryden has written 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
prologues ſuperiour to any that David Garrick has written; but David Garrick 
has written more good prologues than Dryden has done. It is wonderful 8 
he has been able to write ſuch a variety of them.“ 


At Mr. Beauclerk's, where I ſupped, was Mr. Garrick, whom 1 ae b 
happy with Johnſon's praiſe of his prologues; and I ſuppoſe, in gratitude to 


him, he took up one of his favourite topicks, the nationality of the Scotch, 
which he maintained in his pleaſant manner, with the aid of a little poetical 
fiction. “Come, come, don't deny it: they are really national. Why, 
now, the Adams are as liberal-minded men as 2 in the world: but, I don't 
know how it is, all their workmen are Scotch.” You are, to be ſure, wonder- 
fully free from that nationality ; but ſo it happens, that you employ the only 
Scotch ſhoe-black in London.” He imitated the manner of his old maſter 


with ludicrous exaggeration ; ; repeating, with pauſes and half whiſtlings 


interjected, 


« Os homim ſublime dedit, —cælumque tueri— 
« Juffit,—et erectos ad fidera—tollere vultus.” 


looking downwards all the tinic, aut, white pronouncing the four laſt words, 
eg. x touching the ground with a kind of contorted geſticulation. | 
Garrick, however, when he pleaſed, could imitate Johnſon very exactly; ; 
for that great actor, with his diſtinguiſhed powers of expreſſion which were ſo 
univerſally admired, poſſeſſed alſo an admirable talent of mimickry. He was 
always jealous that Johnſon ſpoke lightly of him. I recolle& his exhibiting 


him to me one day, as if ſaying © Davy. is futile,” which he uttered pertectly . e. 5 


with the tone and air of Johnſon. 3,5 u, l.. eee. 4 a fb adorn? 


I cannot too frequently requeſt of my readers while they peruſe my account 


of Johnſon” s converſation, to endeavour to keep in mind his deliberate and 
ſtrong utterance. His mode of ſpeaking was indeed very impreſſive *; and 
I wiſh it could be preſerved as muſick is written, according to the very 


4 My noble friend Lord Pembroke ſaid once to me at Wilton, with a happy pleaſantry and ſome 
truth, that Dr. Johnſon's ſayings would not appear ſo extraordinary, were it not for his bow- 
avow way.”” The ſayings themſelves are generally of ſterling merit; but, doubtleſs, his manner 


was an addition to their effect, and therefore ſhould be attended to as much as may be. It is 


neceſſary, however, to guard thoſe who were not acquainted with him, againſt overcharged imita- 
tions or caricatures of his manner, which are frequently attempted, and many of which are ſecond- 


hand copies from the late Mr. Henderſon the actor, who, though a good mimick of ſome 


perſons, did not repreſent Johnſon correctly. | 
"TIER | O o o | ingenious 
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| s © THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
| 1775. ingenious method of Mr. Steele, who has ſhewn how the recitation of 
Tor. 66, Mr. Garrick, and other eminent Elen might be tranſmitted to poſterity 
in ſcore. 
= oy * day I 1 with Johnſon at Mr. Thrale” . He odd Gray, call- - 


ing him © a dull fellow,” BoswzLL. « I underſtand he was reſerved, and 
might appear dull in company; but ſurely he was not dull in poetry.“ 


[ Jonnson. „Sir, he was dull in company, dull in his cloſet, dull every | 
| where. He was dull in a new way, and that made many people think him 

1 REA. He was a mechanical poet.” He then repeated ſome ludicrous 

I , lines, which have eſcaped my memory, and ſaid, © Is not that GREAT, like 

$ | his Odes?” Mrs. Thrale maintained that his Odes were melodiaus ; 4 _— 

_ FR - Which he exclaimed, 257 1975. 9H Ants 5 

1 _ « Weave the warp, and IO PASTE? © | 
q 1 3 added, in a ien — | N 

1 CE a winding-ſheer of Edward's race.” == 

= - There is a good line.” —* Aye, (ſaid hey) aud the next line is a good one;” 

3 5 

1 - (pronouncing it conternprucuſly): R. ee 950 | 

| wa Give ample verge and room enough, — | 

No, Sir, there are but two good ee in Grey s poetry, which are in his 

[ . c Elegy in in a Country Church-yar „He chen repeated the e. 2 

q 5 « For who to dumb forgedfulnefs a prey,” Kc. | of hy 

3 miſtaking one word ; fie EY VO of e he ſaid confines. H 4 — 


«© The other ſtanza I forget.“ 

A young lady who had married a 2 man much her inferiour in rank being 
mentioned, a queſtion aroſe how a woman's relations ſhould behave to her 
in ſuch a ſituation ; and, while I recapitulate the debate, and recolle& what has 
ſince happened, I cannot but be ſtruck in a manner that delicacy forbids me 
to expreſs. While I contended that ſhe ought to be treated with an inflexible 
as. of difpleaſure, Mrs. Thrale was all for mildneſs and forgivencks and, 
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_ 5 See *« Profedia Ratimalis ; or, an Eſſay towards eſtabliſhing the Melody and Meaſure of 
Speech, to be expreſſed and 2 by peculiar . of I 1779. 
T 8 according 
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according to the vulgar phraſe, making the beſt of a bad bargain. Jonwsox. 
« Madam, we muſt diſtinguiſh. Were I a man of rank, I would not let a 
daughter ſtarve who had made a mean marriage ; but having voluntarily 
degraded herſelf from the ſtation which ſhe was originally entitled to hold, I 
- would ſupport her only in that which ſhe herſelf has choſen; and would not put 
her on a level with my other daughters. You are to conſider, Madam, that 


467 


2775. 


—— 
Etat. 66. 


it is our duty to maintain the ſubordination of civiliſed ſociety ; and when there 


is a groſs and ſhameful deviation from rank, it ſhould be puniſhed fo as 00 


deter others from the ſame perverſion.“ 

After frequently conſidering this fubject, I am more and more confirmed 
in what I then meant to expreſs, and which was ſanctioned by the autho- 
rity, and illuſtrated by the wiſdom, of Johnſon; and J think it of the 


utmoſt conſequence to the happineſs of Society, to which ſubordination is 


abſolutely neceſſary. It is weak, and contemptible, and unworthy, in a parent 
to relax in ſuch a caſe. It is ſacrificing general advantage to private feelings. 


And let it be conſidered, that the claim of a daughter who has acted thus, to 


be reſtored to her former ſituation, ls either fantaſtical or unjuſt. ws there be 


fituation to which the has deſcended re It here be a vac i in that diſtinction, 
it ought to be ſteadily maintained. If indulgence be ſhewn to ſuch conduct, 


and the offenders know that in a longer or ſhorter time they ſhall be received 
as well as if they had not contaminated their blood by a baſe alliance, the 


great check upon that inordinate caprice which generally occaſions low mar- 
riages, will be removed, and the fair and comfortable order of improved life 
will be miſerably diſturbed. 

Lord Cheſterfield's letters being mentioned, Ichnſon ſaid, © It was not to 
be wondered at that they had ſo great a ſale, conſidering that they were the 
letters of a ſtateſman, a wit, one who had been ſo much | in the mouths of 
mankind, one long accuſtomed virim volitare per ora.” 

On Friday, March 31, I ſupped with him and ſome friends at a tavern. 
One of the company attempted, with too much forwardneſs, to rally him on his 
late appearance at the theatre; but had reaſon to repent of his temerity. 


Why, Sir, did you go to Mrs. Abington's benefit! ? Did you ſee?” JonxsoN.. 


« No, Sir.” © Did you hear?“ Jari. * No, oi.” * Why then, Sir, 
did you go?” Jonnson. © Becauſe, Sir, ſhe is a favourite of the publick : 
and when the publick cares the thouſandth part for you that it does for her, 


1 will go to your benefit too.“ er 
Ooo?2 = Next 


1 THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


'1775- Next morning I won a ſmall bett from Lady Diana Beaucterk; by: * 
Kr. 66 him as to one of his particularities, which her Ladyſhip laid I durſt not do. 
It ſeems he had been frequently obſerved at the club to put into his pocket 
the Seville oranges, after he had ſqueezed the juice of them into the drink 
which he made for himſelf. Beauclerk and Garrick talked of it to me, and 
ſeemed to think that he had a ſtrange unwillingneſs to be diſcovered. We 
could not divine what he did with them; and this was the bold queſtion to 
be put. I ſaw on his table the ſpoils of the preceding night, ſome freſn peels 
nicely ſcraped and cut into pieces. O, Sir, (ſaid I,) I now partly ſee what 
you do with the ſqueezed oranges which you put into your pocket at the club.” 
Jonxsow. © I have a great love for them.” Boswers. © And pray, Sir, what 
do you do with them? You ſcrape them, it ſeems, very neatly, and what 
next?” Jonnsox. © I let them dry, Sir.” BoswzLL: © And what next?” 
« JohNSON. © Nay,. Sir, you ſhall know their fate no further.” BoswzLL. 
ec Then the world muſt be left in the dark. It muſt be ſaid, (aſſuming a 
mock ſolemnity,) he ſcraped them, and let them dry, but what he did with 
them next, he never could be prevailed upon to tell.“ Joaxson. © Nay, 
Sir, you ſhould fay it morc emphatically — he could not be prevailed * þ 
even by his deareſt friends, to tell. 

He had this morning received bis Diploma; as Doctor of Coun fow the 
| Univerſity of Oxford. He did not vaunt of his new dignity, but I underſtood 
he was highly pleaſed with it. I ſhall here inſert the progreſs and completion 
of that high academical honour, in the ſame manner as I have traced his. 

ohpaining ther of Maſter of Arts. | var. 20) 110 


To the Reverend Dr. 8 Vi ce-Chancellor of the Univerf ty of Oxford, 
to be communicated to the Heads of Houſes, and propoſed i in Convocation. 


ce * Mr. Vice-Chancellor and Gentlemen, 


EOF H E honour of the degree of M. A. by diploma, Gnas con- 
ferred upon Mr. Samvtr. Jonxsox, in conſequence of his having eminently 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf by the publication of a ſeries of eſſays, excellently calcu- 
lated to form the manners of the people, and in which the cauſe of religion. 
and morality has been maintained and. recommended by the ſtrongeſt powers. 
of argument and elegance of Janguage, f reflected an. equal degree of luftre 


upon the Univerſity itſelf. 
_ Os | « T he 
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| te The many learned labours which have ſince that time employed the 1775. 
attention and diſplayed the abilities of that great man, ſo much to the advance. = 
ment of literature and the benefit of the community, render him worthy of 
more diſtinguiſhed honours in the republick of letters: and I perſuade myſelf, 
that I ſhall act agreeably to the ſentiments of the whole Univerſity, in deſiring 
that it may be propoſed in Convocation to confer on him the degree of Doctor 
in Civil Law by diploma, to which I readily give my conſent ; and am, 
« Mr. Vice-Chancellor and Gentlemen, 
ct Irvine “Tour affectionate friend and ſervant, 
; « Downing-ſtreet, | 8 | | cc Nc O RT n* 6 5» 
March 23, 1775. 


— —⅛—i 
tat. 66. 


DIrTOMA. 2 * 
*« CANCELLARIUS, Magiftri, et Scholares Iniverſitatis Oxonienſis, omnibus 
| | ad ques prefentes Literæ pervenerint, Salutem in Domino Sempiternam. 


an, 
. 


« ScIATIS, virum illuſtrem, SAMUELEM: Jonxsox, in omni humant- 


crum literarum genere eruditum, omniumque ſcientiarum comprebenſione feliciſſimum, 
ccriptis ſuis, ad populurtum mores formandos fummd verborum elegantid ac ſenten- 


Harum gravitate compoſitts, ita olim inclaruiſſe, ut dignus videretur cui ab Academids 1 
* Jud eximia quædam laudis præmia deferentur, quique venerabilem Magifrorune my, H 
Ordinem ſummd cum diguitate. cooptaretur : 1 85 1 
N a « Cim verd eundem clariſſimum virum tot poſted tantique labores, in patriæ 97 8 "= 
preſRim lingud ornandd et ftabilienda feliciter- impenſi, ita in nſigniverint,- ut in = : 
I Litrrarum Republicd PRxixckrs jam et PRIMARIUS jure habeatur ; Nos CANCEL= 
* \ LARIVUS „Magiſtri et Scholares Univerſitatis Oxonienſis, qud talis viri merita part 
onoris remuneratione exaquentur, et perpetuum ſue ſimul laudis, noftreque erga 
* literas propenſiſſ ime voluntatis extet monumeutum, in ſolenni Convocatione Doctorum 
et Magiſtrorum regentium et non regenttum, PreatFum SAMUELEM JOHNSON | 
Doftorem in Jure Civili renunciavimus et conſtituimus, eumque virtute preſentis 
Diplomatis ſingulis juribus, privilegiis et honoribus, ad iſtum gradum quaqua 
pertinentibus, fruit et gaudere juſimus. In cujus rei teſtimonium commune Unryagi- _— 
tatis Oxonienſis ſigillum preſentibus apponi fecimus. St No 
e Datum in Domo noſtræ Convocationis die triceſimo menſis Marti, Anno 
Domini Milleſimo, ſeptingenteſimo, ſeptuageſimo quinta",” 
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Tat oe © Fin reverendo T 1 0M & . s. 2. P. vue Oxonienſis- 
8 | Vice-Cancellario. 
at «SRD; 
e cc Sau. Jonxsox. 8 


ce 1 LTIS non FF apes ut teftimonium quo, te pref 4 — nomen 
meum poſteris commendarunt, quali animo acceperim compertum faciam. Nemo fibi 
Placens non lætatur; nemo fibi non placet, qui vobis, literarum arbitris, placere 
potuit. Hoc tamen habet incommadi tantum bengficium, quod mibi nunquam poſthac 
fine veſtre fame detrimento vel labi liceat vel ceſſare ; ſemperque fit timendum, ne 


8 »» 


uod mibi tam eximie laudi N vobis e . Vale. 
FE 7. Id. . 1275 1 | 


* 


He reviſed ſome ſheets of 1 Hailes' 8 ce Annals of Scorland and wrote 
a few notes on the margin with red ink, which he bade me tell his Lordſhip 


did not fink into. the paper, and. might be. wiped off with a wet ſponge, ſa 
that he did not poll! his manuſtiipt. I told hun there were very few of his 


friends ſo accurate as that I could venture to put down in writing what they 
told me as his ſayings. . JoynsoN. © Why ſhould you write down my ſay- ly, | 
ings?” BoswzLL. © I write them when they are good.” Jonnsow. „ Nay, 
you may as well write down the fayings of any one elſe that are good.” ” 

But wvbere, I might with great propriety have added, can I find. ſuch? 'o fer . 


J viſited him by appointment in the evening, and we drank tea = Mrs. £14 — 


Williams. He told me that he had been in the company of a gentleman Here], 
whoſe extraordinary travels had been much the ſubje& of converſation. But Pay : 
1 found that he had not liſtened to him with that full confidence, without which 
there is little ſatisfaction in the ſociety of travellers. I was curious to hear 
what opinion fo able a judge as ] ohnſon had formed. of his abilities, and I 


I garner aſked if he was not a man of ſenſe Jonxsov. « Why, Sir, he is not a diſ- 
4 tte Hartin®t relater; and I ſhould fay,. he is neither abounding nor deficient in ſenſe. 


14 tag! did not perceive any ſuperiority of underſtanding.” „ BoswzLL. © But will 
4 Ou not allow. him a nobleneſs of reſolution, in penerrating ir into diſtant regions?” 


se The ariginal i 1s in the hands of Dr. Fothergill, then Vice-Chancellor, who made this 
tranſcript, | 


66 T, WarToON,” 


TJonansoN. 


vn 


> 


— — 
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Jonnsow. © That, Sir, is not to the preſent purpoſe : we are raking of his 
ſenſe. A fighting cock has a nobleneſs of reſolution.” 
Next day, Sunday, April 2, 1 dined with him at Mr. Hoole's. We talked 


of Pope. Joanson. © He wrote his © Dunciad” for fame. That was his primary 
motive. Had it not been for that, the dunces might have railed againſt him 


till they were weary, without his troubling himſelf about them. He delighted 


to vex e no GOP] but he had more _ in — how well he could 


vex them.” 


The * Odes to Obſcurity and Oblivion, in ridicule of * cool Maſon and 


59 


warm Gray, being mentioned, Johnſon ſaid, „They are Colman's beſt 


things.” Upon its being obſerved that it was believed theſe Odes were made 


by Colman and Lloyd jointly ;—Jortnsow. © Nay, Sir, how can two people 


make an Ode? Perhaps one made one of them, and one the other.” I 

obſerved that two people had made a play, and quoted the anecdote of Beau- 

mont and Fletcher, who were brought under ſufpicion of treaſon, becauſe 
while. concerting the plan of a tragedy when ſitting together at a tavern, one 
of them was everbraph ſaying to the other, I'II kill the King.“ Jokxs oN. 
« The firſt of theſe Odes is the be. bur they arc both good: They expoſed | 
a very bad kind of writing.” BOSwELL. Surely, Sir, Mr. Maſon's “ Elfrida” 
is a fine poem: at leaſt you will allow there are ſome good paſſages in it.” 
mga There are now and then ſome good imitations © of Milton's bad 


CCC — 
manner.“ 


"Taften wondered at his low eſtimation of. the writings af” Gray and Maſon. 
Of Gray s poetry IJ have, in a former part of this work, expreſſed my high 
opinion; and for that of Mr. Maſon I have ever entertained a warm admi- 
ration. His © Elfrida” is exquiſite, both in poetical deſcription and moral 
"ſentiment ; and his « Caraftacus” is a noble drama. Nor can I omit paying 
T my tribute. of praiſe to. ſome. of his ſmaller poems which I have read with 
pleaſure, and which no criticiſm ſhall perſuade me not to like. If I won 


dered at Johnſon's not taſting the works of Maſon and Gray, ftill more have 


I wondered at their not taſting his works; that they ſhould be inſenſible to his 
energy of diction, to his ſplendour of images, and comprehenſion of thought. 
Taſtes may differ as to the violin, the flute, the hautboy, in ſhort, all the 


leſſer inſtruments : but who can be inſenſible to the proven impreſſions of 


the majeſtick organ? 
His Taxation no Tyranny” being — he faid, “ I think 1 have 


not been attacked enough for it. Attack is the re- action. I never think I. 


have. 


— — 
Miat, 66, 
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3 . paid frequent viſits to his old ſhop, where he deſired they might let him know 


A * 
»% a $ % * 


. | cannonading in pamphlets, might, I chink ſatisfy you. But, Sir, you'll never 
| make out this match, of which we have talked, with a certain political lady, 


done, Sir. To endeavour to make her ara) like oe ap the 


.chimney.” 1 3 na maar. c 6 h 


3 AM i mind ther de ednet Elba in Sctighind Bd, nas he 
BS 3 heard he was the greateſt man in England;—next to Lord Mansfield. “Rye, 
Sir, (ſaid he,) the een n ny 1 05 A n could oy na 


: farther: 
e The force of Nature could no o Kreer g go.” ä 


_ 


4 c Sir, the Ducheſs of Northumberland may do what ſhe pleaſes : nobody 


= | 7 : 
Y g He 9 9 1 will ſay any thing to a lady of her high rank. But J ſhould be apt to throw 


. , be on 3 ######". verſes in his face.“ 


414. I talked of the cheerfulneſs of F TR Sag owing t to the . quick: 


of 1 — of people which we perceive paſſing through 1 it. JonxvsoV . Why, 
* 2 » 2 Cage 3 7 Dir, Fleet-ſtreet has a very animated 3 but I Ur the ul tide of 
oy PR human exiſtence is at Charing-croſs.” 


& * 


IF | £7 Ws, chat} He made the common remark on the unhappineſs which men 060 have 
9 5 ee. 7 led a buſy life experience, when they retire in expectation of enjoying them- 


E ſelves at eaſe, and that they generally languiſ for want of their habitual 


along occupation, and wiſh to return to it. He mentioned as ſtrong an inſtance of 
FF oats this as can well be imagined. © An eminent tallow-chandler in London, who 


4 . 97 { 1 kA had acquired a conſiderable fortune, gave up the trade in favour of his foreman, 


and went to live at a country-houſe near town. He ſoon grew weary, and 


"their 


; 1 1  # 
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1775+ haye hit hard, unleſs it reboun BosW2LL; « ] don't know, Sir, what you 


Fat. 66, would be at. Five or ſix ſhots of. ſmall arms in every newſpaper, and repeated 


=_ ſiunce you are ſo ſevere againſt her principles.”  Joanson. * Nay, Sir, I have 
A the better chance for that. She is like the Amazons of old; ſhe muſt be 

= courted by the ſword, But I have not been ſevere upon her.“ BoswELL. 
ee Yes, Sir, you have made her ridiculous.” Jonnson. © That was already 


1 Miller 8 exlliettion 5 mers by faſhionable people, which were put h 


into her Vaſc at Batheaſtan. villa, near Bath. in competition for honorary 
Priaes, being mentioned, he held them very cheap : © Bouts rimes (ſaid he,) 


—_ 8 oh is a mere conceit, and an old conceit now ; I wonder how people were per- 
e.. e FE” fuaded to write in that manner for this lady.” I named a gentleman of his 

4 KY I acquaintance, who wrote fdr the Vaſe. Jornson. © He was a blockhead for 
1 Mods Paul” MH eb. his pains.” BosweLL. <.The Ducheſs of Northumberland wrote.“ OHNSON. 


4 
dg 2+ 


Ny * We talked of publick ſpeaking, Un ory © We muſt not ellis”, a 


1 
942 


W: 


£ 


a. 1, 9\ not to hght, and not diſgraceful not to ſpeak in publick ?” Jonnsox. © Becauſe 
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their melting-days, and he would come and aſſiſt them; which he accordingly 
did. Here, Sir, was a man, to whom the moſt diſguſting circumſtance in . 
the buſineſs to which he had been uſed, was a relief from idlenefs.” —_ : 
On Wedneſday, April 5, I dined with him at Meſſieurs Dillys, with Mr. 
John Scott of Amwell, the Quaker, Mr. Langton, Mr. Miller, (now Sir John,) 
and Dr. Thomas Campbell, an Iriſh clergyman, whom I took the liberty of 
inviting to Meſſieurs Dillys' table, having ſeen him at Mr. Thrale's, and been 
told that he had come to England chiefly with a view to ſee Dr. Johnſon, for 
whom he entertained the higheſt veneration. He has ſince publiſhed <« A 
= philoſophical Survey of the. South of Ireland,” a very entertaining book, 
which has, however, one fault ; that it aſſumes the 3 character of an 
nee 9 ; 


man's powers by his being able or not able to deliver his ſentiments in publick. 
Iſaac Hawkins Browne, one of the firſt wits ef this country, got into parliament, 
and never opened his mouth. For my own part, I think it is more diſgraceful 

never to try to ſpeak, than to try it and fail; as it is more diſgraceful not to 
fight, than to fight and be beaten. This argument appeared to me fallacious; 
for if a man has not ſpoken, it may be ſaid that he would have done very 

well if he had tried; whereas, if he has tried and failed, there is nothing to 


e be bid for an A « « Why then, (I aſked,) is it thought diſgraceful for a man 


there may be other reaſons for a man's not ſpeaking in publick than want of 
*-- reſolution: he may. have nothing to fay, (laughing). Whereas, Sir, you 
* * know courage is reckoned the greateſt of all virtues; becauſe, unleſs a man 
has that virtue, he has no ſecurity for preſerving any other.“ 
He obſerved, that © the ſtatutes againſt bribery were intended to prevent 
upſtarts with money from getting into parliament ;” adding, that © if he were a 
gentleman of landed property, he would turn out all his tenants who did not 
vote for the candidate whom he ſupported.” LancTox. © Would not that, 
- Sir, be checking the freedom of election?“ Jonnson. “ Sir, the law does not 
mean that the privilege of voting ſhould be independent of old OT intereſt ; 
of the permanent property of the country.” N | 
On Thurſday, April 6, I dined with him at Mr. Thomas Davies' 8, with 
Mr. Hicky the painter, and my old acquaintance Mr. Moody the player. 
Dr. Johnſon, as uſual, ſpoke contemptuouſſy of Colley Cibber. © It is won- 
derful that a man, who for forty years had lived with the great and the witty, 


ſhould have acquired fo ill the talents of converſation : and he had but half ro 
Ppp flüurniſh; 
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- 1775 furniſh; for one half of. what he ſaid was oaths.” . He, however, allowed 
Aa @, conſiderable merit to ſome of his comedies, and ſaid there was no reaſon to 


+ V 5 


in comedies before his time. Davizs. (trying to defend himſelf from a charge 
of ignorance,) © I mean genteel moral characters. I think (faid Hicky,) 


man may be very immoral with exteriour grace. Lovelace, in * Clariſſa, is a 


Davies inſtanced Charles the Second. Jonxsom, (taking 
this Prince, for whom he had an — partiality,) © Charles the Second: 1A. 
ca. 


Charles the Second knew his people, and rewarded merit. The 
| at nc time better filled than in his reign. He was the beſt King we have had " 
, Wi! 


| the ſalvation of his ſubjects that they ſhould be Roman Catholicks. He had the 
merit of endeavouring to do what he thought was for the ſalvation of the ſouls, 
of his ſubjects, till he loſt a great empire. We, who thought that we ſhould: 


believe that 4 The Careleſs Huſband” was not written by himſelf. Davies 
ſaid, he was the firſt dramatick writer who introduced genteel ladies upon the - 
ſtage. Johnſon refuted this obſervation, by inſtancing ſeveral ſuch characters 


gentility and morality are inſeparable.” BOSWII. By no means, Sir. The 
genteeleſt characters are often the moſt immoral. Does not Lord Cheſterfield 
give precepts for uniting wickedneſs and the graces? A man, indeed, is not 
genteel when he gets drunk; but moſt vices may be committed very genteely: b 

a man may debauch his friend's wife genteely : he may cheat at cards genteely.” . 
Hrekv. < I do not think hat is gentodl..: BoswELL. “Sir, it may ay not be like a r 

gentleman, but it may be genteel.” JohNSO v. © You are meaning two different . +4 
things. One means exteriour grace; the other honour. It is certain, that a er n, 


very genteel and a very wicked character. Tom Hervey, who died t'other day, 


chauph. a vicious man, was one of the genteeleſt men that ever lived.” Tom 
Fre at any attack uporr 


was licentious in his ractice; but he always had a reverence for what was good: 
he Church was. 


[he fort 


from his time till the reign of his preſent Majeſty, except James the Second, 
who was a very good King, but unhappily believed that it was neceſſary for 7 £49! 


nat be ſaved if we were Roman Catholicks, had the merit of maintaining our 
religion, at the expence of ſubmitting ourſelves ta the government of King. 


William, (for it could not be done otherwiſe, )—to the government of one of 


the moſt worthleſs ſcoundrels that ever exiſted. No; Charles the Second was. 
not ſuch a man as — » (naming another King). He did not deſtroy his. 
father's will. He took money, indeed, from France: but he did not betray thoſe 
over whom he ruled: he did not let the French fleet paſs ours. George the 
Firſt knew nothing, and deſired to know nothing ; did nothing, and deſired to 
do nothing: and the only good thing that is told of him is, that he wiſhed to 


reſtore the crown to its hereditary ſucceſſor,” He roared with 3 c 
5 5 5 violence 


* 
* 


— 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
violence againſt George the Second. When he ceaſed, Moody interje&ted, in 
an Iriſh tone, and with a comick look, Ah! poor George the Second.“ 
1 mentioned that Dr. Thomas Campbell had come from Ireland to London, 
- principally to ſee Dr. Johnſon. He ſeemed angry at this obſervation. Davies. 
« Why, you know, Sir, there came a man from Spain to ſee Livy?;. and 
Corelli came to England to ſee Purcell, and, when he heard he was dead, 


went directly back again to Italy.“ Joanson> © I ſhould not have wiſhed to 


be dead to diſappoint Campbell, had he been fo fooliſh as you repreſent him; 


but I ſhould have wiſhed to have been a hundred miles off.” This was 


apparently perverſe ; and I do believe it was not his real way of thinking : he 
could not but like a man who came ſo far to ſee him. He laughed with 
ſome complacency, when I told him Campbell's odd expreſſion to me con- 
cerning him: © That having ſeen ſuch a man, was a _ to talk of a century 
hence ;”—as if he could live ſo long. 


We got into an argument whether the Judges who went to India might 


with propriety engage in trade. Johnſon warmly maintained that they might. 
« For why (he urged) ſhould not Judges get riches, as well as thoſe who 
deſerve them leſs.” I faid, they ſhould have ſufficient ſalaries, and have nothing 


to take off their attention from the affairs of the publick. Jonnsox. No 


Judge, Sir, can give his whole attention to his office; and it is very proper that 


he ſhould employ what time he has to himſelf, for his own advantage, in the 


moſt profitable manner.” Then, Sir, (ſaid Davies, who enlivened the diſpute 


; by making 1 it ſomewhat dramatick,) he may become an inſurer ; and when he | 


1s going to the bench, he may be ſtopped, — Your Lordſhip cannot go yet: 
here is a bunch of invoices: ſeveral ſhips are about to fail.” Jokxsox. 
« Sir, you may as well fay a judge ſhould not have a houſe; for they may 
come and tell him, © Your Lordſhip's houſe is on fire; and fo, inſtead of 
minding the buſineſs of his Court, he is to be occupied in getting the engine 

with the greateſt ſpeed. There is no end of this. Every Judge who has land, 
trades to a certain extent in corn or in cattle; and in the land itſelf, undoubtedly. 
His ſteward acts for him, and fo do clerks for a great merchant. A Judge 


may be a farmer; but he is not to geld his own pigs. A Judge may play * 


little at cards for his amuſement ; Ton he is not to play at marbles, or at 


chuck-farthing in the Piazza, No, Sir; there is no profeſſion to which a 


man gives a very great proportion of his time. It is wonderful when a calcu- 
lation! is made, how little the mind is Scully employed in the diſcharge of 


9 Plin, Epiſt. Lib. ii. Ep. 3. 5 | 7 
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177% any proſeſſion. No man would be a Judge, upon the condition of being 


Aut, 6. obliged to be totally a Judge. The beſt employed lawyer has his mind at- 


*" a 
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work but for a mall proportion of his time: a great deal of his occupation is 
merely mechanical. I once wrote for a magazine: I made a calculation, that 
if I ſhould write but a page a day, at the ſame rate, I ſhould; in ten years, 


vVrite nine volumes in folio, of an ordinary ſize and print.“ BOSWELL. “Such 


as Carte's Hiſtory? Jonxs ov.“ Ves, Sir. When a man writes from his own 


mind, he writes very rapidlx. Fhe greateſt part of a writer's time is ſpent in 


reading, in order to write: a man wil turn. over half a library to make one book. 
1 _ warmly. againſt the Judges trading, and mentioned: Hale- as an- 


Inſtance of a perfect Judge, who devoted himſelf entirely to his office. 
Joanson.. Hale, Sir, attended to other things beſide law: he left a great: 


eſtate.” BoOS WELL, „That was, becauſe what he Bb, accumulated nen | 

any exertion and anxiety, on his part. 
While the difpute went on, Moody once tried to 5 Sen our 8 ide. 

Tom Davies clapped him on the back, to encourage him. Beauclerk, too 


whom I mentioned this circumſtance, ſaid, that © be could not conceive a more 


humiliating ſituation than to be clapped on the back by Tom Davies.” 
Me ſpoke of Rolt, to whoſe Dictionary af Commerce, Dr. ] ohnſdn wrote 
the Preface. Jonxsox. Old Gardner the bookſeller employed Rolt and 


Smart to write a monthly miſcellany, called © The Viſitor,” There was a- formal 
' written contract, which Allen the printer faw.. Gardner thought as you do 


of the Judge. They were bound to write nothing.elſe. They were to have, I. 
think, a third of the profits of this ſixpenny pamphlet; and the contract was 
for ninety- nine years. I wiſh. J had thought of giving this to Fhurlow, in the 


cauſe about Literary Property. What an excellent inſtance would it have been 


of the oppreſſion of bockſellers towards poor authours!” (ſmiling). Davies, 
zealous for the honour of the Trade, ſaid, Gardner was not properly a book-- 


- ſeller. Joxnson. © Nay, Sir; he certainly was a bookſeller. He had ſerved. 
his time regularly, was a member of the Stationers* company, kept a ſhop in. 
the face of mankind, purchaſed copy-right,. and was a hibliopole, Sir, in every, 
ſenſe. L wrote for ſome months in The Viſitor,” for poor Smart, while he. 


was mad, not then knowing the terms on which he was engaged to write, and: 
thinking I was doing him good. I hoped his wits would ſoon return to him. 
Mine returned to me, and. I wrote in © The e Far no Rage. 1 


* Johaſon certainly. ad, who had a mind ſtored with knowledge, and teeming with i imagery 2. 


8 we the obſervation is not adds on writers in general, . 


* 25 aa Friday, | 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. aw 
F. riday, April 7, I dined with him at a tavern, with a numerous company; 1775. 
Jonrsox. I have been reading © Twiſs's Travels in Spain, which are juſt 2 
come out. They are as good as the firſt book of travels that you will take up. - | 
They are as good as thoſe of Keyſler or Blainville ; nay, as. Addiſon's, if you - 

except the learning. They are not ſo good. as Brydone's,. but they are better 
than Pococke s. I have not, indeed, cut the leaves yet; but I have read in 
them where the pages are open, and I do not ſuppoſe that what is in the p 
which are cloſed is worſe than what is in the open pages. It would ſeem The 
added,) that Addiſon had not acquired much Italian learning, for we do 6 | ; 74k 
find it introduced into his writings. The _ Inſtance that I recollect, is his | 
eee © Stava bene. Per ftar meglio, fto qui. : 

J mentioned: Addiſon's. having borrowed many of his claſſical Sets from: 
11 Alberti. Mr. Beanelerk ſaid, © It was alledged that he had borrowed. | FR, 
_ alfo from another Italian authour.” JoRHNSON. «© Why, Sir, all who go to. Fi | | | 
look. for what the Claſſicks have ſaid of Italy muſt find the ſame. 86 xn 3 | . 
and 1 ſhould think i it would. be one of the firſt things the Italians would do on. 
the revival of learning, to collect all that the Roman authours had fad of their 
country.. 1 

1 — 1 being 1 m fon OENSON. * e. Suppoſiag the-Iriſh and Erſe rug 

s to be the ſame, which I do not believe, yet as there is no reaſon to 

ſuppoſe that the inhabitants of the Highlands and. Hebrides ever wrote their 
native language, it is not to be credited that a long poem was preſerved among 
them. If we had no evidence of the art of writing being practiſed in one of 
the counties of England, we ſhould not believe that a long poem was preſerved 
there, though in the neighbouring amtes where the ſame language was WR 
ſpoken, . the inhabitants could write.“ BzaucLerk.. “ The ballad of Lulla- 1 
balero was once in the mouths of all the people of this country,. and is ſaid to | 1 
have had a great effect in bringing about the Revolution. Vet J queſtion 
whether any body can repeat it now; which ſhews how improbable it is that 
much poetry ſhould. be preſerved · by tradition 

One of the company ſuggeſted an internal objection to the. antiquity. of the 
poetry ſaid to be Oſſian's, that we do not find — wolf in it, which muſt have 
beon the caſe. had. it been of that age. 

The mention of the wolf, had led Johnſon to think of other wild beaſts ; 
and while Sir Joſhua Reynolds and Mr..Langton were carrying on a dialogue 
about ſomething which engaged them earneſtly, he, in the midſt of. it, broke 


* 


out, “ Pennant tells of Bears — [what he added, I have forgotten. They — 
went on, which he being dull of hearing, did not perceive, or, if he did, was +} 
5 : | not e "of i 
4 1 


N 4 * | | | 
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5 FE 1775 not willing to break off his talk; ſo he continued to vociferate his remarks, 
1 22 and Bear (< like a word in a catch, as Beauclerk faid,) was repeatedly heard 
"6 at intervals, which coming from him who, by thoſe who did not know him, 
had been fo often aſſimilated to that ferocious animal, while we who were 
= ©. fitting around could hardly ſtifle laughter, produced a very ludicrous effect. 
= | Silence having enſued, he proceeded: -< We are told, that the black bear is 
Hh innocent; but I ſhould not like to truſt'myſelf with him.” Mr. Gibbon mut- 
tered, in a low tone of voice, © I ſhould not like to truſt myſelf with you.” 
This piece of ſarcaſtick pleaſnnry was a b reſolution, if e o a | 
65. c eee of abilities. 
0 1 SORE. Patriotiſm having become one ; of our 5 Johnſon ſuddenly uttered, in 
: 06-04 N AE ſtrong determined tone, an apothegm, at which many will ſtart : « Patriotiſm 
Lhe . / heh | þ,fs the laſt refuge of a ſcoundrel.” But let it be conſidered, that he did not 
+55 — PFs — mean a real and generous love of our country, but that pretended patriotiſm 
. [ a 3 7 — which ſo many, in all ages and countries, have made a cloak for ſelf-intereſt. 
# pal me 25 „ Me. 4 AA. maintained, that certainly all Patriots were not ſcoundrels. Being urged (not 
3 . "a het fo by Johnſon, ) to name one exception, I mentioned an eminent perſon, whom 
. 8 we all greatly admired. Jonxsox. „Sir, I do not ſay that he is not honeſt; 
5 1 t we have no reaſon to conclude from his political conduct that he 7s honeſt. 
i Ll Were he to accept of a place from this miniſtry, he would loſe that character 
: of firmneſs which he has, and might be turned 'out of his place i in a year. 
2 . This miniſtry i is neither ſtable, nor grateful to their friends, as Sir Robert 
Walpole was: ſo that he may think f it more bens 20 intereſt to take his chance 
AS; of His party coming in.“ 
"Load Mrs. Pritchard being mentioned, by ſaid, cc Her vin was cuits Wend 
s 1. nical. It is wonderful how little mind ſhe had. Sir, ſhe had never read the 
22 tragedy of Macbeth all through. She no more thought of the play out of 
w_ en which her part was taken, than a ſhoemaker thinks of the ſkin, out of which 
4 5 2 the piece of leather, of which he is making a pair of ſhoes, is cut. 
2 — On Saturday, May 8, I dined with him at Mr. Thrale's, where we met the 
Iriſh Dr. Campbell. Johnſon had ſupped the night before at Mrs. Gong, be ON 
with ſome faſhionable people whom he named; and he ſeemed much pleafc 
with having made one in fo elegant a circle. our 90 45 
Mrs. Thrale, who frequently practiſed a coarſe mode of Rade by repeating 
his Bon mots in his hearing, told us that he had ſaid, a certain celebrated actor 
was juſt fit to ſtand at the er of an auction- room, with a long pole, and cry, 
« Pray, gentlemen, walk in;“ and that a certain authour, upon hearing this, 
had ſaid, at another ſtill more celebrated actor v was fit for nothing better than 
that, 


* 
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that, and would pick your pocket after you came out. Jonwsox. « Nay, my 177 5. 


dear lady, there is no wit in what our friend added; there is only abuſe. You ET WE |: 


a may as well ſay of any man that he will pick a pocket. Beſides, the man who 


is ſtationed at the door does not pick people $ . chat is done within, 


_” 


by the auctioneer.” © 
Mrs. Thrale told us, chat Tom Davies repeated, in a very bald manner, 


the ſtory of Dr. Johnſon's firſt repartee to me, which I have related exadtly *. 
He made me fay, I was born in Scotland,“ inſtead of 1 come from Scot- 
land;” fo that Johnſon's ſaying, © That, Sir, is what a great many of your 
countrymen cannot help,” had no point, or even meaning: and that upon this 
being mentioned: to Mr. F REPEL, he e It is not every man that 
can carry a bon mot. 
On Monday, April 10, 1 dined with king at General Oglethorpe 8, with 
Mr. Langton and the Iiſn Dr. Campbell, whom the General had obligingly 
given me leave to bring with me. This learned gentleman was thus gratified Ke 
with a very high intellectual feaſt, by not only being in company with Dr. = 
Johnſon, but with General. Ogtcthorpe, FRO... had been fo long a celebrated 
name both at home and. abroad?. „ 
I muſt, again and again, intreat of my readers not to ſuppoſe that my im- 
perfect record of converſation contains the whole of what was ſaid by Johnſon, 
or other eminent perſons who lived with him. What I have preſerved, how= 
ever, has the value of the moſt perfe& authenticity. | 
H. e this day enlarged upon Pope's melancholy remark, 


Man never i, but always 20 be bleſt. e 4 


LY 
- 
ol 


Page 211. | 8 x; 3 43 
Let me here be allowed to pay my tribute of 0 ſincere gratitude to the memory of that 7 5 | 1 
excellent perſon, my intimacy with whom was the more valuable to me, becauſe my firſt acquaint- | 


ance with him was unexpected and unſolicited, Soon after the publication of my Account of 


; Corſica,” he did me the honour to call on me, and approaching me with a frank courteous air, faid, 4 
« My name, Sir, is Oglethorpe, and I wiſh to be acquainted with you.“ I was not a little flattered is 
to. be thus addreſſed by an eminent man, of whom I had read in Pope, from my catly years, A 

« Or, driven by ſtrong benevolence of ſoul, — VET \ | 4 
« Will fly, like Ol THOR E, from pole to pole.“ TT TI 
I was as fortunate'erfough to be found worthy of his good opinion, inſomuch, that I not only was * | | | 
invited to make one in the many reſpectable companies whom he entertained at his table, but had a 1 
cover at his hoſpitable board every day when I happened to be diſenga ged; and in his ſociety 1 | 1 


never failed to enjoy learned and animated converſation, ſeaſoned with genuine ſentiments of virtue 
and religion, 
He 


m 
22 


eee 
| *. 
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1775. He aſſerted, that the prgent was never a happy ſtate to any human being | 


66. but that, as every part of life, of which we are conſcious, was at ſome point of 
time a period yet to come, in which: felicity was expected, there was ſome 
- happineſs produced by hope. Being preſſed upon this ſubject, and aſked if 
he really was of opinion that though, in general, happineſs was very rare in 
human life, a man was not ſometimes happy in the moment that v was pn, 
e anſwered, Never, but when he is drunk.“ n 


„ 2 tr, He urged, Cee) Oglethorpe to give the world his Life. He faid; «1 
1 2 rb Enow no man whoſe Liſe would be more intereſting. If . were furniſhed | 


Fe Ae materials, 1 ſhould be very glad to write it *.” 
. 


Mr. Scott of Amwelt's, Elegies were lying in the AE; Dr. If Pg 
. Upon this ] took; TR to controvert Horace's maxim, 0 


Etat. 


4 . "obſerved, © They are very well; but ſuch as twenty Pepe ae write.” 
Wot 7, „ 5 eee — mediveribas effi Por 


. | 
ws Nen Di, non homines, non conceſſere columne.” 


2 e. 


for” | gf] WW ber here a ed) was a very Anddts 0e poet, who clealed n many — in; 
| and therefore poetry of a middle ſort was entitled to ſome eſteem ; nor could I 
ſee why poetry ſhould not, like every thing elſe, have different gradations of 
& / = 7* WA excellence, and, conſequently of value. Johnſon repeated the common remark, 
„ « as there is no neceſſity for our having poetry at all, it being merely a 
luxury, an inſtrument of pleaſure, it can have no value, unleſs when exquiſite 
in its kind,” I declared myſelf not fatisfied. © Why then, Sir, (ſaid he,) 
Horace and you muſt ſettle it.” He was not much in the humour of 
„talking. . 2 5 | | 
No more of his converſation for ſome days appears in my journal, except 
chat when a gentleman told him he had bought a ſuit of laces: for his lady. 
He faid, „Well, Sir, you have done a good thing, and a wiſe thing.” «I 
have done a good thing, (ſaid the gentleman,) but I do not know that I have 
done a wiſe thing.” Joanson. © Yes, Sir; no money is better ſpent than 
what is laid out for ee ſatisfaction. A man is pleaſed that his wife is 


dreſt as well e other peopl and a wife is .pleaſed that * is dreft. Ye (hat 
44 L eek Herne) 2 — 1 x 


4 The General ſeemed unwilling to enter upon it at HAIRY time; but upon a fabſequent occaſion he 
| communicated to me a number of particulars, which J have committed to writing; but I was 


not ſufficiently diligent in obtaining more from him, not apprehending that his friends were ſo 
ſoon to loſe him; for notwithſtanding his great age, he was very healthy and vigorous, and was 
at laſt carried off by a violent fever, which is often fatal at any period of life, 


» 
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on Friday, April 14, being Good -F riday, I repaired to him in the morn- 1975. 
ing, according to my uſual cuſtom on this day, and breakfaſted with him. I . 
obſerved that he faſted fo very ſtrictly, that he did not even taſte bread, and * 
took no milk with his tea, I ſuppoſe becauſe it is a kind of animal food. 4 1 

He entered U upon the {tate of the” nation, and thus diſcourſed : . Sir, the /a<4 . 
Van. misfortune now is, that government has too little power. All that it has 
to beſtow, muſt of neceſſity be given to ſupport itſelf; ſo that it cannot reward 
merit. No man, for inſtance, can now be made a Biſhop for his learning and 
, piety *; his only chance for promotion is his being connected with ſomebody 
who has parliamentary intereſt. Our ſeveral ininifiries | in this reign have out- 
bid each other in conceſſions to the people. Lord Bute, though a very 
| honourable man,—a man who meant well, —a man who had his blood full of 
 prerogative,—was a theoretical ſtateſman,—a book-miniſter,—and thought this 
country could be governed by the influence of the Crown alone. Then, Sir, 
he gave up a great deal. He adviſed the King to agree that the Judges ſhould 
hold their places for life, inſtead of loſing them at the acceſſion of a new 
King. Lord Bute, I ſuppoſe, thought to make the King popular by this 
conceſſion; but the people never minded it; and it was a moſt impolitick 
meaſure. There 1s no reaſon why a Judge ſhould hold his office for life, more 
than any other perſon in publick truſt. A Judge may be partial otherwiſe 
than to the Crown: we have ſeen Judges partial to the populace. A udge 
may become corrupt, and yet there may not be legal evidence againſt him. 
A Judge may become froward from age. A Judge may grow unfit for his 
office in many ways. It was deſirable that there ſnould be a poſſibility of being 
delivered from him by a new King. That is now gone by an act of parlia- 
ment ex gratid of the Crown. Lord Bute adviſed the King to give up a very I 
large ſum of money *, for which nobody thanked him. It was of conſequence „„ 7 1. 
to the King, but nothing to the publick, among whom it was divided. When 4 


3 From this too juſt obſervation there are ſome eminent exceptions. | 

4 The money ariſing from the property of the prizes taken before the declaration of war, which 
were given to his Majeſty by the peace of Paris, and amounted to upwards of 7oo, oool. and 1 
from the lands in the ceded iſlands, which were eſtimated at 200, oool. more. Surely, there was Ge „ 3 10 
a noble munificence in this gift from a Monarch to his people. And let it be remembered, that | | 8 
during the Earl of Bute's adminiſtration, the King was graciouſly pleaſed to give up the hereditary 
revenues of the Crown, and to accept, inſtead of them, of the limited ſum of 800,000l. a year; 
upon which Blackſtone obſerves, that * The hereditary revenues, being put under the ſame manage- 
ment as the other branches of the publick patrimony, will produce more, and be better collected | | F210 
than heretofore; and the publick is a gainer of upwards of 100,000], per annum, by this dil 5 5 1 of 
ãntereſted bounty of his Majeſty. Book I. Chap. 8. p. 330. ee | | ON | 
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1775- I ſay Lord Bute adviſed, I mean, that ſuch acts were done when he was miniſter, 
en and we are to ſuppoſe that he adviſed them. —Lord Bute ſhewed an undue 
5 partiality to Scotchmen. He turned out Dr. Nichols, a very eminent man, 
from being phyſician to the King, to make room for one of his countrymen, 

2 man very low in his profeſſion. He had *#*##****####* and *, to go on 
| errands for him. He had occaſion for people to go on errands for him; but 
ION he ſhould not have had Scotchmen; and, certainly, he ſhould not have ſuf- 

. fered them to have acceſs to him before the firſt people in England. 

I told him, that the admiſſion of one of them before the firſt people in 
England, which had given the greateſt offence, was no more than what hap- 
pens at every miniſter's levee, where thoſe who attend are admitted in the 
order that they have come, which is better than admitting them according to 
their rank; for if that were to be the rule, a man who has waited all the 
| | morning might have the mortification to fee a peer, newly come, go in before 

ö . him, and keep him waiting ſtill. Jonxsov. “ True, Sir; but * ſhould 

98885 not have come to the levee, to be in the way of people of conſequence. He 
| ſaw Lord Bute at all times; and could have ſaid what he had to ſay at any 
* In time, as well as at the levee. There is now no Prime Miniſter: there is only 
an agent for government in the Houſe of Commons. We are governed by 
Es the Cabinet; but there is no one head there, as in Sir Robert Walpole's 
ns” : time.” BosWELL. « What then, Sir, is the uſe of Parliament ?” Jokxsox. 
. r EWhy Sir, Parliament is a larger council to the King; and the advantage 

F of ſuch a council is, having a great number of men of property concerned in 

the legiſlature, who, for their own intereſt, will not conſent to bad laws. And 
you mult have obſerved, Sir, that adminiſtration is feeble and timid, and cannot 
act with that authority and reſolution which is neceſſary. Were I in power, 1 

would turn out every man who dared to oppoſe me. Government has the 

| diſtribution of offices, that it may be enabled to maintain its authority.“ Es 

« Lord Bute (he added,) took down too faſt, without building up ſome- 
thing new.” BoswELL. © Becauſe, Sir, he found a rotten building. The 
political coach was drawn by a ſet of bad horſes: it was neceſſary to change 
them.” JokxsoN. © But he ſhould have changed them one by one.” . 

I told him that I had been informed by Mr. Orme, that many parts of the 
Eaſt Indies were better mapped than the Highlands of Scotland. Joxnsow. 
That a country may be mapped, it muſt be travelled over.” « Nay, (ſaid 
po I, meaning to laugh with him at one of his prejudices, can't you ſay, it is not ! 
. worth mapping * 8 3 ! s Ys rey” [oc by + 
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THE LIFE OF DR: JOHNSON. EN. 48 


As we walked to St. Clement's church, and ſaw ſeveral ſhops open upon 1775. 
this moſt ſolemn faſt-day of the Chriſtian world, I remarked, that one diſ- Fra. 68. „ 
advantage ariſing from the immenſity of London, was, that nobody was heeded 1 8 > 
by his neighbour; there was no fear of cenſure for not obſerving Good-Friday, 
as it ought to be kept, and as it 1s kept in country towns. He faid, it was, 
upon the whole, very well obſerved eyen in London. He, however, owned, 
that London was too large; but added, © It is nonſenſe ta ſay the head is too 
big for the body, It would be as much too big, though the body were ever 
ſo large; that is to ſay, though the country were ever ſo extenlive, It has no 

ſimilarity to a head connected with a body.“ 

Dr. Wetherell, Maſter of Univerſity College, Oxford, accompanied us home 
from church; and after he was gone, there came two other gentlemen, one 
of whom uttered the common-place complaints, that by the increaſe of taxes, 
labour would be dear, other nations would underſell us, and our commerce 
would be ruined. Joansox, (ſmiling). * Never fear, Sir. Our commerce 
is in a very good ſtate; and ſuppoſe we had no commerce at all, we could 
live very well on the produce of our own country.“ I cannot omit to men- 
tion, that I never knew any man who was leſs diſpoſed to be querulous than 
Johnſon. Whether the ſubject was his own ſituation, or the ſtate of the pub- 
lick, or the ſtate of human nature in general, though he ſaw the evils, his 
mind was turned to reſolution, and never to whining or complaint. 

We went again to St. Clement's in the afternoon. He had found fault with 
the preacher in the morning for not chooſing a text adapted to the day. The 
preacher in the afternoon had choſen one extremely proper: © Tt is finiſhed.” 

After the evening ſervice, he faid, © Come, you ſhall go home with me, | 
and ſit juſt an hour.” But he was better than his word; for after we ha 
drunk tea with Mrs. Williams, he aſked me to go up to his ſtudy with him, 
where we fat a long while together in a ſerene undiſturbed frame of mind, 7 7 
ſometimes in ſilence, and ſometimes converſing, as we felt ourſelves inclined, 
or more properly ſpeaking, a as he was inclined ; for during all the courſe . 
AE fin with him, my relbeattul arten never abated, and my With , 


to hear him was Tuch, that I conltantly watched every dawning of commu- 
8 RE TT rn SOS 


> 


_nication from that | great and. illuminated mind. 
He obſerved, *All knowledge is of itſelf of Tome value. There is nothing 
ſo minute or inconſiderable, that 1 would not rather know it than not. "In 
the ſame manner, all power, of whatever ſort, is of itſelf defirable. A man Loo 
would not ſibmit to learn to hem a ruffle, of his wife, or his wife's maid ; but Po [ 4 22 9 
x mere wiſh could attain it, he would rather wiſh to be able to hem a ruffle.” g. Lab. Fx *. 9 > 


He n $6; 

1. 74 — EE ge, le _ Hi 
| 1 N get $47 4 4 Lan ? 440 

per ln of FO | 


i 


| 8 , Ne * ö : . 
2. 5 % 
484 THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
1775- Fe again adviſed me to keep a journal fully and minutely, but not to men- 
: tat. 66, tion fuch trifles as, that meat was too much or too little done, ar that the 


the notion that the weather affects the human frame. 1 NL 
1 I told him that our friend Goldſcniitfi had ſaid to me, that he had come too - 
=. 2 08 Alte into the world, for that Pope and other poets had taken up the places in 
= „ : the Temple of Fame; fo that as but a few at any period can poſſeſs poetical 
= reputation, a man of genius can now hardly acquire it. Jozinson. © Fhat is 
one of the moſt ſenſible things I have ever heard of Goldſmith. It is difficult 
to get literary fame, and it is every day growing more difficult. Ah, Sir, that 
ſhould make a man think of ſecuring happineſs in another world, which all 
who try ſincerely for it may attain. In compariſon of that, how little are all 
other things! The belief of immortality is impreſſed upon all men, and all 
men act under an impreſſion of it, however they may talk, and though, per- 

ne haps, they may be ſcarcely ſenſible of it.” I faid, it appeared to me- that 
JA 2 4s, 3 8 ſome people had not the leaſt notion of immortality; and I mentioned a 


weather was fair or rainy. He had, till very near his death, à contempt for- 1 


. TE ET 


4 HL iltinguthed gentleman of our acquaintance. Joranson. © Sir, if it were not 

for the notion of immortality, he would cut a throat to fill his pockets.“ 
9 by When I quoted this to Beauclerk, who knew much more of the gentleman 

Lt 44 Pg od chan we did, he fad, in his acid manner, “ He would cut a throat to fill his Al 
l pockets, if it were not for fear of being hanged.” > /7 OOO OL, | 
. Dr. Johnſon proceeded: ce Sir, there is a great cry about infidelity; but 25 = 

4 9. .there are, in reality, very few infidels. I have heard a perſon, originally a f. N 

gg uaker, but now, J am afraid, a Deiſt, ſay, that he did not believe there were, H. 

4 | Pe. — , « f ID h 
2 aul, in all England, above two hundred infidels.“ tho cr eu Tov 4 7 
3 2 4 He was pleaſed to ſay, If you come to ſettle here, we will have one day hoy '—_ = 
pA” H, ? in the week on which we will meet by ourſelves. That is the happieſt con- Zou 
fred, * Zl verſation where there is no competition, no vanity, but a calm quiet inter- a. 

Alu. + fot, change of ſentiments.” In his private regiſter this evening is thus marked, proof 
C ET <.Boſwell fat with me till night; we had ſome ſerious talk 5,” It alſo appears 4 — 
＋ A #f from, the fame record, that after I left him he was occupied in religious“ goes” 

4 A. tate, in * giving F rancis, his ſervant, ſome directions for preparation to 

. ommunicate; in reviewing his life, and reſolving on better conduct.“ The 
„ humility and piety which he diſcovers on ſuch occaſions, is truly edifying. No 
Jy aint, however, in the courſe of his religious warfare, was more ſenſible of the 
nhappy failure of pious reſolves, than Johnſon. He ſaid one day, talking to 


an acquaintance on this ſubject, © Sir, Hell is paved with good intentions.” “ „ 
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. THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 455 x} 

On Sunday, April 16, being Eaſter-day, after having attended the ſolemn 1775. 3 4 

ſervice at St. Paul's, I dined with Dr. Johnſon and Mrs. Williams. I main- 2 : 4 

tained that H orace was wrong in placing happineſs in Nil admirari, for that I | - 4 

thought admiration one of the moſt agreeable of all our feelings; and I M1 

regretted that I had loſt much of my difpolition to admire, which eps 1 

generally do as they advance in life. JonnsoNn. „ Sir, as a man advances in © 2 nie | 

life, he gets what is better than admiration, Judgement, to eſtimate things Let © + - i 

at their true value.” I ſtill inſiſted that admiration was more pleaſing Fd / Wag © | 1 

| judgement, as love is. more pleaſing than friendſhip. The feeling of friend- 1 3 1 

ſhip is like that of being comfortably filled with roaſt-beef; love like being Vis * 35 

enlivened with champagne. Jorxxsow. “No, Sir; admiration and love are 3 | 4 

like being intoxicated with champagne; judgement and friendſhip like being = --- ; 1 

enlivened. Waller has hit upon the ſame thought with you ©: but I don't "T0 

believe you have borrowed from Waller, I wiſh FE would enable ms _ 

to. borrow more.” | | | 1 — 

He then took occaſion to enlarge on the advantages of reading, wal com- / A 

bated the idle ſuperficial notion, that knowledge enough. may be acquired in — 2 

converſation. © The foundation (ſaid he,) muſt be laid by reading. General 43 

principles mult be had from books, which, however, muſt be brought to the 13 

teſt of real life. In converſation you never get a ſyſtem. What is ſald- upon XY 

a ſubject is to be gathered from a hundred people. The parts of a truth, a 

which a man gets tn, are at ſuch a diſtance from each FOE: that he never wh 
| attains to a full view.” 1 
| On Tueſday, April 18, he and 1 were engaged to go with Sir Joſhua X Las 
{ Reynolds to dine with Mr. Cambridge, at his beautiful villa on the banks of „ 
0 the Thames, near Twickenham. Dr. Johnſon 8 s tardineſs was ſuch, that Sir i; hi 
” = Joſhua, who had an appointment at Richmond early in the day, was obliged IH 
to go by himſelf on horſeback, leaving his coach to Johnſon and me. Johnſon . 

was in ſuch good ſpirits, that every thing ſeemed to pleaſe him as we drove ö # 

along. A | 


Our converſation turned on a variety of ſubjects. He thought portrait- 
painting an improper employment for a woman. Publick practice of any 
art, (he obſerved,) and ſtari 98 in en's faces, is N indelicate 1 38 a 0 
eee e. 7 Wore bees . rr | 


6 « Amoret's as ſweet and good ae” achariſſa's beauty's wine, 
« As the moſt delicious food; C Which to madneſs does incline 3 


Which but mY impart Such a liquor as no brain 


15 « Life And gladneſs 0 the OO ECDL I That! is mortal can ſuſtain.“ 
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17735 1 happened to ſtart a queſtion of propriety, whether when a man knows os 
2 ſome of his intimate friends are invited to the houſe of another friend, with 
: whom they are all equally intimate, he may join them without an invitation. 
 Jonnson. © No, Sir; he is not to go when he is not invited. They may be 
invited on purpoſe to abuſe him, (ſmiling). 

Ass a curious inſtance how little a man knows, or * to know, his own 
character in the world, or, rather, as a convincing proof that Johnſon's 
roughneſs was only external, and did not proceed from his heart, I inſert the 
following dialogue. Fonxsox. “ It is wonderful, Sir, how rare a quality 
good humour is in life. We meet with very few good humoured men.“ I 
mentioned four of our friends, none of whom he would allow to be good 
humoured. One was acid, another was muddy, and to the others he had 
objections which have eſcaped me. Then, ſhaking his head and ſtretching 
himſelf at his eaſe in the coach, and ſmiling with much complacency, he 
turned to me and faid, © I look upon my/elf as a good humoured fellow.“ 
The epithet fellow, applied to the great Lexicographer, the ſtately Moraliſt, 
the maſterly Critick, as if he had been Sam Johnſon, a mere pleaſant com- 
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wonder. I anſwered, alſo ſmiling, « No, no, Sir; that will zo: do. You 
are good natured, but not good humoured : you are iraſcible. You have not 
atience with folly and abſurdity. I beheve you would pardon them, if there 
were time to deprecate your vengeance ; but puniſby ment. follows ſo quick 
after ſentence, that they cannot eſcape.” 
I had brought with me a great bundle of Scotch magazines and nat, 
in which his © Journey to the Weſtern Iſlands” was attacked in every mode; 
and I read a great part of them to him, knowing they would afford him 
Hentertainment. I wiſh the writers of them had been preſent : they would 
have been ſufficiently vexed. One ludicrous imitation of his ſtyle, by Mr. 
- / Maclaurin, now one of the Scotch Judges, with the title of Lord Dreghorn, 
Vas diſtinguiſhed by him from the rude maſs. © This (ſaid he,) is the beſt. 
But I could caricature my own ſtyle much better myſelf.” He defended his 
remark upon the general inſufficiency of education in Scotland ; and confirmed 
to me the authenticity of his witty ſaying on the learning of the Scotch; 
Their dearmiſg & Vie bread im a bafieFhd town evi gets Jitsle, 
but no man gets a full meal,” ” 4 T Hdre· is (faid he,) in Scotland a diffuſion 
a : of learning, a certain portion of it widely and 7 N ** merchant 
there has as much learning as one of ins cler 2747 
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panion, was highly diverting ; and this light notion of himſelf ſtruck me with _ 
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place, whether he thinks ſo or not, 
4 of conſequence enough to be flattered.” 
8 No ſooner had we made our bow to Mr. Cambridge, in his library, than 8 KG A. 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
He talked of Iſaac Walton's Lives, which was one of his moſt favourite 


books. Dr. Donne's Life, he ſaid, was the moſt perfect of them. He 


obſerved, that © it was wonderful that Walton, who was in a very low ſituation 
in life, ſhould have been familiarly received by ſo many great men, and chat 
at a time when the ranks of ſociety were kept more ſeparate than they are 
now.” He ſuppoſed that Walton had then given up his buſineſs as a linen-draper 
and ſempſter, and was only an authour ; and added, „ that he was a great 


panegyriſt.” BoswzL LI. No quality will get a man more friends than a diſ- 


poſition to admire the qualities of others. I do not mean flattery, but a ſincere 
admiration.” JohxSON. © Nay, Sir, flattery pleaſes very generally. In the 
firſt place, rer may think what he fays to be true : but, in the ſecond 
e certainny” 


Johnſon ran eagerly to one fide of the room, intent on poring over the backs 
of the books. Sir Joſhua obſerved, (aſide,) © He runs to the books, as I do to 
the pictures: but I have the advantage. I can ſee much more of the pictures 
than he can of che books.” Mr. Cambridge, upon this, politely faid, “Dr. 


Johnſon, I am going, with your pardon, to accuſe myſelf, for I have the 
came cuſtom which I perceive you have. But it ſeems odd that one ſhould 


have ſuch a deſire to look at the backs of books.” Johnſon, ever ready for 
conteſt, inſtantly ſtarted from his reverie, wheeled, about, and anſwered, “ Sir, 
the reaſon is very plain. Knowledge is of two kinds. We know a ſubject 


ourſelves, or we know where we can find information upon it. When we 


inquire into any ſubject, the firſt thing we have to do is to know what books 
have treated of it. This leads us to look at catalogues, and at the backs of 
books in libraries.” Sir Joſhua obſerved to me, the extraordinary prompti- 
tude with which Johnſon flew upon an argument. © Yes, (ſaid I,) he has 
no formal preparation, no flouriſhing with his ſword ; he is through your body 
in an inſtant.” . Hun = =. 2322 fue KEY e 5 
< "Jokfiloy wag thergedglaced,) With elegant en Me a very accom- 
pliſhẽd family, and much good company; amo 

Saliſbury, who paid him many as gs on his © Journey to the Weſtern. 


Iſlands.” 
The common remark as to the utility of reading hiſtory being made 


Jonxsov. “ We muſt conſider how very little hiſtory there is; I mean real 
authentick hiſtory. That certain Kings reigned, and certain battles were 
ought, r we can depend upon as true; but all the colour! ing , all the philoſophy, 
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1775. 0 hiſtory is conjecture.” - Man « Then, Sir, you would reduce all 
l. 66. hiſtory to no better than an almanack, a mere chronological ſeries of remark- 
able events.” Mr. Gibbon, who muſt at that time have been employed upon 
his hiſtory, of which he publiſhed the firſt volume in the following year, was 
preſent, but did not ſtep forth in defence of that ſpecies of writing. He * 
MS a n did not like tg , himſelf with Johnſon”. : 
_— Johnſon obſerved, that the force of our early habits was o great, that 
33 Gough reaſon approved, nay, though our ſenſes reliſhed a different courſe, almoſt 
every man returned to them. I do not believe there is any obſervation upon 
wa Hobo — human nature better founded than this; and, in many caſes, it is a very painful 
, ruth; for where early habits have been mean and wretched, the joy and eleva- | 
< een reſulting from better modes of life, muſt be damped by the gloomy , _ 
bet & If” conſciouſneſs of being under an almoſt. inevitable doom to fink back into a . 
ſituation which we recolle& with diſguſt. It ſurely may be prevented, by con > 
Atant attention and einn exertion to eſtabliſh contrary habits of nn 
efcaa x. — | 
ce The Beggars Opens! and the common queſtion, whether! it was pernicious 
in its effects, having been introduced; ohNSON. * As to this matter, which 
has been very much conteſted, I myſelf am of opinion, that more influence 
has been aſcribed to © The Beggars Opera, than it in reality ever had; for 
zo , — — do not believe t that any man was ever made a rogue by being preſent at its 
od repreſentation. At the Tame time I do not deny that it may have ſome 
' Dfrence, by Making the character of a rogue familiar, and in ſome degree 
. *,” Then collecting himſelf, as it were, to give a heavy ſtroke: 
* There is in it ſuch a want eee of all e as 9 be i ee to 
a Z-ymorir, * | FAT == 
. 2 5 2 43 While he pronounced ah reſponſe, we ar in a doinical fort af Webel, 
. fir 14 4 7 + f- ſmothering a laugh, which we were afraid might burſt out. In his Life of 
; SN „ 2 Gay, he has been ſtill more deciſive as to the inefficiency of © The Beggars 


RE. 


n 1 Opera,“ in corrupting ſociety. But I have ever thought ſomewhat differently ; 
ef 0 g 7 3 | & 1 7 2 
* ret. Au hel (nach be . A, 


. / 2D wa? A very eminent phyſician , hoſe diſcernment is as acute and penetrating in judging of the human Gf << 
aa, 4 „ 40 eee as it is in his own profeſſion, remarked once at a club where I was, that a lively young man, 55 
And of pleaſure and without money, would hardly reſiſt a ſolicitation from his miſtreſs to go upon 
4 — P een MONEY y 9 
7 | of. AT the highway, immediately after being preſent at the repreſentation of The Beggars Opera.“ I 
A, 4- 3 have been told of an ingenious obſervation by Mr. Gibbon, that «© The Beggars Opera may, 
Caf ©, J | e perhaps, have ſometimes increaſed the number of highwaymen ; but that it has had a beneficial 
— A U - effect in refining that claſs of men, as them leſs ferocious, more polite, in ſhort, more like 
v1 . 


1 RY 94 bi gentlemen,” Upon this Mr. E 72 6 . was the Orpheus of highwaymen _ 
la rt — =. . — El y for 
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for, indeed, not only are the gaiety and heroiſm of a highwayman very 177 5. 22 — 2 


3 wg — i; : 
captivating to a youthful imagination, but the arguments for adventurous Etat. 66. . TRY 7 E 


depredation are ſo plauſible, the alluſions ſo lively, and the contraſts with the wa / = 5. Chute” 
-/ | 1 


ordinary and more painful modes of acquiring property are fo artfully . — 
diſplayed, that it requires a cool and ſtrong judgement to reſiſt ſo impoſing 25 4 = 2 


brilliant wit, and ſuch a variety of airs, which, from*arly affociation of ideas — 
engage, ſoothe, and enliven the mind, that no performance which the theatre 
exhibits, delights me more. 

The late © worthy” Duke of e T-6la as Thomſoe, in his *“ Seaſons,” 
juſtly characteriſes him, told me, that when Gay firſt ſhewed him “ The 
Beggars Opera, his Grace's obſervation was, “ This is a very odd thing, 
Gay; I am ſatisfied that it is either a very good thing, or a very bad thing.” 
It proved the former, beyond the warmeſt expectations of the authour or his 
friends. Mr. Cambridge, however, ſhewed us to day, that there was good 
reaſon enough to doubt concerning its ſucceſs. He was told by Quin, that 
during the firſt night of itagappcarance it was long in a very dubious ſtate; | 
that there was a diſpoſition to damn it, and that it was ſaved by the ſopg, 
« Oh ponder well, be not ſevere.” Quin himſelf had fo bad an opinion of it, 
that he refuſed the part of Captain Macheath, and gave it 'to Walker, who 
acquired great celebrity by his grave yet animated performance of it. 

We talked of a young gentleman's marriage with an eminent ſinger, 

and his determination that ſhe ſhould no longer. ſing in publick, though his 
father was very earneſt ſhe ſhould, becauſe her talents would be ions 

| rewarded ſo as to make her a good fortune. It was queſtioned whether 
the young gentleman, who had not a ſhilling in the world, but was bleſt 

with very uncommon talents, was not fooliſhly delicate, or fooliſhly proud, 
and his father truly rational without being mean. Johnſon, with all the high 
ſpirit of a Roman ſenator, exclaimed, (He reſolved wiſely and nobly to-be 
ſure. He is a brave man. Would not a gentleman be diſgraced, by having 
his wife ſinging publickly for hire? No, Sir, there can be no doubt here. 
1 know not if 1 ſhould not prepare myſelf for a publick ſinger, as. readily as 
let my wife be one.” 

Johnſon arraigned the modern politicks of this country,. as 8 devoid 
of all principle of whatever kind. © Politicks (faid he) are now nothing 

more than means of riſing in the world. With this ſole view do men 
engage in politicks, and their whole condu& proceeds upon it. How 
different in that reſpect 1 is the ſtate of the nation now from what it was in 

| R rr 8 | the 
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an aggregate: yet, I own, I ſhould be very ſorry. to aye .<c, 44 The Beggars . < AF Fer na $ e I 
_ Opera” ſuppreſſed ; for there is in it ſo much of real London life, ſo much — EM 42 Wy» = ef 2 ee. 1 
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the time of Charles the Firſt, during the Uſurpation, and after the Reftora- 


. tion, in the time of Charles the Second. Hudibras affords a ſtrong proof 


how much hold political principles had then upon the minds of men. There 
is in Hudibras a great deal of bullion, which will always laſt. But to be 
ſure the brighteſt ſtrokes of his wit owed their force to the impreſſion of the 
characters, which was upon men's minds at the time; to their knowing them, 
at table and in the ſtreet; in ſhort, being familiar with them; and above all, 
to his fatire being directed againſt thoſe whom a little while before they had 

hated and feared. The nation in general has ever been loyal, has been at 
all times attached to the monarch, though a few daring rebels have been 
wonderfully powerful for a time. The murder of Charles the Firſt was 
undoubtedly not committed with, the approbation or conſent of the people. 
Had that been the caſe, parliament would hot have ventured to conſign 
the regicides to their deſerved puniſhment. And we know what exuberance 


olf joy there was when Charles the Second was reſtored. If Charles the 


ber 24e 


Second had bent all his mind to it, had made it his ſole object, he might 
have been as abſslute as Louis the Fourteenth. ” A gentleman obſerved 
he would have done no harm if he had. Jornson. © Why, Sir, abſolute 
princes ſeldom do any harm. But they who are governed by them 
are governed by chance. There is no ſecurity for good government.“ 
CAMBRIDGE. © There have been many fad victims to abſolute power.“ 
1 7 JounsoN., © So, Sir, have there been to popular factions.“ BosWELL. 


_ The queſtion is, which is worſt, one wild beaſt or many ?” _ 


1 7 ”=_ 


Iuohnſon praiſed * The SpecTafor,” particularly the c rater of Sir 
Roger de Coverley. He ſaid, © Sir Roger did not die a violent death, as 
has been generally fancied. He was not killed; he died only becauſe 


others were to die, and decent his death afforded an opportunity to Addiſon 


ts for ſome very fine writing. We have the example of Cervantes making. 


Don Quixote die.—I never could ſee why Sir Roger is repreſented as a little 
cracked. It appears to me that the ſtory of the widow-was intended to have 
ſomething ſuperinduced upon it: but the ſuperſtructure did not come.“ | 

Somebody found fault with writing verſes in a dead language, maintaining 
that they were merely arrangements of ſo many words, and laughed at the 
Univerſities of Oxford and Cambridge, for ſending forth collections of them 
not only in Greek and Latin, but even in Syriack, Arabick, and other more 
unknown tongues. JoHNSON. © I would have as many of theſe as poſſible; 
I would have verſes in every language that there are the means of acquiring. 
Nobody imagines that an Univerſity is to have at once two hundred poets; | 
but it ſhould be able to ſhew two hundred ſcholars. Peireſc's death was 
lamented, 
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lamented, I think, in forty languages. And I would have at every coronation, 


and every death of a King, every Gaudium, and every Lut7us, Univerſity * 66. 


verſes in as many languages as can be acquired. I would have the world 
to be thus told, Here is a ſchool where every thing may be learnt.“ 


Having ſet out next day on a viſit to the Earl of Pembroke, at Wilton, 
and to my friend, Mr. Temple, at Mamhead, in Devonſhire, and not having 
returned to town till the ſecond of May, I did not ſee Dr. Johnſon for a 
conſiderable time, and during the remaining part of my ſtay in London, 
kept very imperfect notes of his converſation, which had I according to my 
uſual cuſtom written out at large ſoon after the time, much might have been 
preſerved, which is now irretrievably loſt. I can now only record ſome 


particular ſcenes, and a few fragments of his memorabilia. Y But to make 


ſome amends for my relaxation of diligence in one reſpect, I have to preſent 
my readers with arguments upon two law caſes, with which he favoured me. 


On Saturday, the ſixth of May, we dined by ourſelves at the Mitre, and 


he dictated to me what follows, to obviate the complaint already mentioned *, 
which had been made in the form of an action in the Court of Seſſion, by 


Dr. Memis, of Aberdeen, that in the ſame tranſlation. of a charter in which 


phyſicians were mentioned, he was called Door of Medicine. 
« TRERE are but two reaſons for which a phyſician can decline the title 
of Doctor of Medicine, becauſe he ſuppoſes himſelf diſgraced by the doctorſhip, 


or ſuppoſes the doctorſhip diſgraced by himſelf. To be diſgraced by a title 
which he ſhares in common with every illuſtrious name of his profeſſion, 


with Boerhaave, with Arbuthnot, and with Cullen, can ſurely diminiſh no 


man's reputation. It is, I ſuppoſe, to the doctorate, from which he ſhrinks, 
that he owes his right of practiſing phyſick. A Doctor of Medicine is a 
phyſician under the protection of the laws, and by the ſtamp of authority. 


The phyſician who is not a Doctor, uſurps a profeſſion, and is authoriſed only 
by himſelf to decide upon health and ſickneſs, and life and death. That 
this gentleman is a Doctor, his diploma makes evident; a diploma 


not obtruded upon him, but obtained by ſolicitation, and for which fees were 


paid. With what countenance any man can refuſe the title which he has 
either begged or bought, is not eaſily diſcovered. 

« All verbal injury muſt compriſe in it either ſome falſe poſition, or ſome 
unneceſſary declaration of defamatory truth. That in calling him Doctor, a 


falſe appellation was given him, he himſelf will not pretend, who at the ſame 
time that he complains of the title, would be offended if we ſuppoſed him to 
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11775- be not a Doctor. If the title of Doctor be a defamatory truth, it is time 
to diſſolve our colleges, for why ſhould the publick give ſalaries to men whoſe 
approbation is reproach? It may likewiſe deſerve the notice of the publick 
to conſider what help can be given to the profeſſors of phyſick, who all 
ſhare with this unhappy gentleman the ignominious appellation, and of whom 
the very boys in the ſtreet are not afraid to ſay, There goes the Doctor. 
« What is implied by the term Doctor is well known. It diſtinguiſhes him 
to whom it is granted, as a man who has attained ſuch knowledge of his 
profeſſion as qualifies him to inſtruct others. A Doctor of Laws is a man 
wg en who can form lawyers. by his precepts. A Doctor of Medicine is a man who 
=_ bs can teach the art of curing diſeaſes. There is an old axiom which no man 
= 3j thoughtefit to deny, Nil dat quod non habet. Upon this principle to be a 
a Dtoctor implies ſkill, for nemo docet quod non didicit. In England, whoever 
practiſes phyſick, not being a Doctor, muſt practice by a licence: but the 
doctorate conveys a licence in itſelf. 
By what accident it happehed that he and the other Phyſicians were 
5 5 mentioned in different terms, where the terms themſelves \ were equivalent, 
5 or where in effect that which was applied to him was the more honourable, 
perhaps they who wrote the paper cannot now remember. Had they 
expected a lawſuit to have been the conſequence of ſuch petty variation, 
1 hope they would have avoided it. But, probably, as they meant no ill, 
they fuſpected no danger, and, therefore, conſulted 5 1 what appeared to 


them propriety or convenience. 

A few days afterwards I conſulted him upon a ; ak, Paterſin and err 
againſt Alexander and others, which had been decided by a caſting vote in the 
Court of Seffion, determining that the Corporation of Stirling was corrupt, 
and ſetting aſide the election of ſome of their officers, becauſe it was proved 
that three of the leading men who influenced the majority, had entered into 
an unjuſtifiable compact, of which, however, the majority were ignorant. 
He dictated to me, after a little ee the ö ſentences upon 


the ſubject: 

« THERE is a difference e majority Fry ſuperiority ; majority 1 is 
applied to number, and ſuperiority to power; and power like many other 
things, is to be eſtimated non numero ſed pondere. Now though the greater 
nunber 18 not cone; the greater wager: is corrupt, ao that non 


— 
Etat. 66. 


I In dhe to Dr. Memis, though I was ind him as an Advocate, T muft mention, that he 
objefied to the variation very earneſtly, before the tranſlation was printed off, | 


predominates 


— 
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pridonlidtis' 1n the borough, taken colletively, though, perhaps, taken y 


numerically, the greater part may be uncorrupt. - That borough which is ſo 
conſtituted as to act corruptly, is in the eye of reaſon corrupt, whether it be by 
the uncontroulable power of a few, or by an accidental pravity of the multitude. 
The objection, in which is urged the injuſtice of making the innocent ſuffer 
with the guilty, is an ohjection not only againſt ſociety, but againſt the 
poſſibility of ſociety. All ſocieties, great and ſmall, ſubſiſt upon this 


condition; that as the individuals. derive advantages from union, they may 


likewiſe ſuffer inconveniences ; that as thoſe who do nothing and ſometimes 


thoſe who do ill, will have the honours and emoluments of general virtue and. 


general proſperity, ſo thoſe likewife who do nothing or perhaps do well, muſt 
be involved in the conſequences of predominant corruption.“ 
This in my opinion was a very nice caſe; but the deciſion was affirmed 


in the Houſe of Lords. 
On Monday, May 8, we went romrrher and viſited the manſions of Bedlam. 


I had been informed that he had once been there before with Mr. Wedderburne, 
(now Lord Loughborough,) Mr. Murphy, and Mr. Foote ; and I had heard 
Foote give a very entertaining account of Johnſon's happening to have his 
attention arreſted by a man who was very furious, and who, while beating his 
ſtraw, ſuppoſed it to be William Duke of Cumberland, whom he was puniſh- 
ing for his cruelties in Scotland in 1746. There was nothing peculiarly 
remarkable this day; but the general contemplation of inſanity was very affect- 
ing. I accompanied him home, and dined and drank tea with him. 


Talking of an acquaintance of ours, diſtinguiſned for knowing an uncommon 
variety of miſcellaneous articles both in antiquities and polite literature, he 


obſerved, You know, Sir, he runs about with little weight upon his mind.“ 
And talking of another very ingenious gentleman, who from the warmth of 


his temper was at variance with many of his acquaintance, and wiſhed to 


avoid them, he ſaid, Sir, he leads the life of an outlaw.” 

On Friday, May 12, as he had been ſo good as to aſſign me a room in 
his houſe, where I might ſleep occaſionally, when I happened to fit with 
him to a late hour, I "poke poſſeſſion of it this night, found every thing 
in excellent order, and was attended by honeſt Francis with a- moſt civil 
aſſiduity. I aſked him whether I might go to a conſultation with another 


lawyer upon Sunday, as that appeared to me to be doing work as much in 


my way, as if an artiſan ſhould work on the day appropriated for religious 
reſt. JonNSON. © Why, Sir, when you are of conſequence enough to oppoſe 


the practice of conſulting upon Sunday, you ſhould do it: but you may go 


now 
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1775- now. It is not criminal, though it is not what one ſhould do, who is anxious 
Ein, for the preſervation and increaſe of piety, to which a peculiar obſervance of 
Sunday is a great help. The diſtinction is clear between what 1s of moral and 
what is of ritual obligation.. 
On Saturday, May 13, I breakfaſted with him by i invitation, Stoompanied 
by Mr. Andrew Croſbie, a Scotch Advocate, whom he had ſeen at Edinburgh, 
and the Hon. Colonel (now General) Edward Stopford, brother to Lord 
Courtown, who was deſirous of being introduced to him. His tea and rolls 
and butter, and whole breakfaſt apparatus were all in ſuch decorum, and his 
behaviour was ſo courteous, that Colonel Stopford was quite furprized, and 
wondered at his having heard ſo much faid of Johnſon's ſlovenlineſs and rough- 
neſs. I have preſerved nothing of what paſſed, except that Croſbie pleaſed him 
much by talking learnedly of alchymy, as to which Johnſon was not a poſitive 
unbeliever, but rather delighted in conſidering what progreſs had actually been 
made in the tranſmutation of metals, what near approaches there had been to 
the making of gold; and told us that it was affirmed, that a perſon in the 
Ruſlian dominions had diſcovered the ſecret, but died without revealing 1 it, as 
imagining it would be prejudicial to ſociety. He added, that it was not 


impoſſible but it might in time be generally known. CO 
Is being aſked whether it was reaſonable for a man to be angry at another 


whom a woman had preferred to him ;—JoansoNn. © I do not ſee, Sir, that it 
is reaſonable for a man to be angry at another, whom a woman has preferred 
to him: but angry he is, no doubt; and he is loath to be angry at himſelf.” 
Before ſetting out for Scotland on the 23d, I was frequently in his company 
at different places, but during this period have recorded only two remarks : 
one concerning Garrick: „He has not Latin enough. He finds out the 
Latin by the meaning, rather than the meaning by the Latin,” And another 
concerning writers of travels, who, he obſerved, © were more defective than 


any other writers.” 
I paſſed many hours with him on the oth, of which I find all my memo 


rial is, much laughing.” It would ſeem he had that day been in a humour 
for jocularity and merriment, and upon ſuch occaſions I never knew a man 
laugh more heartily. We may ſuppoſe, that the high reliſh. of a ſtate ſo dif- 
ferent from his habitual gloom, produced more than ordinary exertions of that 
diſtinguiſhing faculty of man, which has puzzled philoſophers ſo much to 
explain. Johnſon's laugh was as remarkable as any circumſtance in his man- 
ner. It was a kind of good humoured growl. Tom Davies deſcribed it 
drolly enough: © He laughs like a rhinoceros.” — 


} 


To 
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To Jauzs Bos wEL IL, Ef. 
er Dean SIR, | 


©« I MAKE: no doubt but you are now fafely lodged in your own habi- 


tation, and have told all your adventures to Mrs. Boſwell and Miſs Veronica. 


Pray teach Veronica to love me. Bid her not mind mamma. — ro, C=, u. . 7 
Mrs. Thrale has taken cold, and been very much diſordered, but 1 hope 2 Jaw 2 eee 


is grown well. Mr. Langton went yeſterday to Lincolnſhire, and has invited 


Nicolaida ! to follow him. Beauclerk talks of going to Bath. I am to ſet 


out on Monday; fo there is nothing but diſperſion. 
« have returned Lord Hailes's entertaining ſheets, but muſt 145 till I 


come back for more, becauſe it will be inconvenient to ſend them ** me in 


my vagrant ſtate. 
ce I promiſed Mrs. Macaulay * that I would try to ſerve her fon at Oxford. 
J have not forgotten it, nor am unwilling to perform it. If they deſire to 


give him an Engliſh education, it ſhould be conſidered whether they cannot 


ſend him for a year or two to an Engliſh ſchool. If he comes immediately 
from Scotland, he can make no figure in our Univerſities. The ſchools in 


the north, I believe, are cheap; and, when I was. a young man, were emi- 
nently good. 


« There are two little books publiſhed by the Fouls, e and 


Collins's Poems, each a Dung; J would be glad to have them. | 


— as 4 nn. tt na 1 


' You ſee what perverſe things ladies are, and how tle "fit to be truſted with 


feudal eſtates. When ſhe mends and loves nes there may be more hope of 


"er 2 
* I will not fend compliments to my friends by name, becauſe I would be 


3 to leave any out in the enumeration. Tell them, as you ſee them, how — 


well I ſpeak of Scotch politeneſs, and Scotch hoſpitality, and Scotch beauty, 


and of every thing Scotch, but Scotch oat-cakes and Scotch prejudices. / Ll A” # Lo 7 


« Let me know the anſwer of Raſay, and the deciſion relating o 
Allan? . I am, my deareſt Sir, with great affection, 
. « Your moſt obliged and moſt humble ſervant, 
© May 27, 1775. SAM. nnen 


A learned Greek, 
Wife of the Reverend Mr. Kenneth Macaulay, authour of © The Hiſtory of St. Kilda,” 
5s A law-ſuit carried on by Sir Allan Maclean, Chief of his Clan, to recover certain parts of 


tis family eſtate from the Duke of Argyle. 
- 
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1775. Aſter my return to Scotland, I wrote 1 __ to him, from which I 


GT extract the following paſſages : 


« J have ſeen Lord Hailes ſince I came down. He thinks it wonderful 
that you are pleaſed to take ſo much pains in reviſing his © Annals, I told 
him that you faid you were well rewarded by the entertainment which you had 
in Ih n them | 

.« There has been a numerous fight" of. Hebrideans in - Edinburgh this 

Reimen whom I have been happy to entertain at my houſe. - Mr. Donald 

Macqueen” and Lord Monboddo ſupped with me one evening. They joined 
in controverting your propoſition, that the Gaelick of the nn and Iſles 

of Scotland was not written till of late.“ 

My mind has been ſomewhat dark this en 1 ane rice of your 
warming and vivifying rays; and I ſhall have them nn I; am 
going to Canes ſome time with my father it Auchinleck. os : 


8 8 5 To Ja (ES Boownui, Th. 

« DEAR sia, . a 
<« ] aM now returned from the dane! 1 1 into the aide counties, 
H aving ſeen nothing that I had not ſeen before, I have nothing to relate. Time 
Has left that part of the iſland few antiquities ; and commerce has left the 
people no {ingularities. | I way glad to go abroad, and, perhaps; glad to come 
home; which is, in other words,) I was, I am afraid, weary of being at home, 
and weary of being abroad. Is hot this the ſtate of life? But, if we confeſs 
this wearineſs, let us not lame it; for all the wiſe and all the good ſay, that 

we may cure it. 

« For the black fumes which riſe in your mind, I can 8 nothing 
but that you diſperſe them by honeſt buſineſs or innocent pleaſure, and by 
reading ſometimes eaſy and ſometimes ſerious. Change of place is uſeful; 
on = I hope that your: reſidence at Auchinleck will have many good effects. 


ln 7 


« That I ſhould have given pain to Raſay, I am ſincerely ſorry ; Sad am 
therefore very much pleaſed that he is no longer uneaſy. He ſtill thinks that 
I have repreſented him as perſonally giving up the Chieftainſhip. I meant 
only that it was. no longe rconteſted between the two houſes, and ſuppoſed it 


7 A very learned miniſter i in the Iſle of Ts whom both Dr. Iban and I have mentioned 
with regard, 


ſettled 


3 THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
ſettled, perhaps, by the ceſſion of ſome remote generation, in the houſe of 


Dunvegan, I am ſorry the advertiſement was not continued for three or four Tate . 


times in the papers. 

« That Lord Monboddo and Mr. Macqueen ſhould controvert a e 
contrary to the imaginary intereſt of literary or national prejudice, might be 
eaſily imagined; but of a ſtanding fact there ought to be no controverſy: If 
there are men with tails, catch an homo caudatus; if there was writing of 
old in the Highlands or Hebrides, in the Erſe language, produce the 
manuſcripts. Where men write, they will write to one another, and ſome of 
their letters, in families ſtudious of their anceſtry, will be kept. In Wales 
there are many manuſcripts. | 

J have now three parcels of Lord Hailes's hiſtory, which I purpoſe to 
return all the next week : that his reſpe& for my little obſervations ſhould 
keep his work in ſuſpenſe, makes one of the evils of my journey. It is in 
our language, I think, a new mode of hiſtory, which tells all that is 


wanted, and, I ſuppoſe, all that is known, without laboured ſplendopir of , 


language, or affected ſubtilty of conjecture. The exactneſs of his dates 

raiſes my wonder. He ſeems to have the cloſeneſs of Henault without his 

conſtraint. 

Mrs. Thrale was ſo entertained with your © Journal”, „ that ſhe almoſt 
read herſelf blind. She has a great regard for you. * 


« Of Mrs. Boſwell, though ſhe knows in her heart that ſhe * not love 


me, I am always glad to hear any good, and hope that ſhe and the little 
dear ladies will have neither ſickneſs nor any other affliction. But ſhe knows 
that ſhe does not care what becomes of me, and for chat ſhe may be ſure 
that I think her very much to blame. 

„ Never, my dear Sir, do you take it into your head to think that I do 
not love you; you may ſettle yourſelf in full confidence both of my love 
and my eſteem; I love you as a kind man, I value you as a worthy man, 
and hope in time to reverence you as a man of exemplary piety. I hold 
you as Hamlet has it, in my” heart of heart, and, therefore, it is little to 
ſay, that I am, „Sir, 


| | « Your affectionate able ſervant, 
« London, Auguſt, 27, 1775, | SAM. JOHNSON,” 


My Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides,” which that lady read in the original manuſcript.” 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON; 
To eve fine. 


« IF in theſe papers* „ there is little alteration e 4o not 
ſuppoſe me negligent. I have read them perhaps more cloſely than the reſt; 
but II find nothing worthy of an objection. 

Write to me ſoon, and write often, and tell me all your — heart. 
| « I am, Su, a 
* Your's affeRtionately, 


* Auguſt 30, 1775- SAM. Jounson,” 


To 4 fame. 
t My DBAR SIR, | 
c ] now write to you, leſt in ſome of your freaks and humours you 


mould fancy yourſelf neglected. Such fancies I mult entreat you never to 


admit, at leaſt never to indulge, for my regard for you is ſo radicated and 
fixed, that it is become part of my mind, and cannot be effaced but by 
ſome cauſe uncommonly violent; therefore, whether I write or not, ſet your 
thoughts at reſt. I now write to tell you that I fhall not very _ write 


again, for I ara to ſet out to-morrow on another j * 
6 1 © 


ce Your friends are all well at S treatham „ and in 1 cicelier- Sells. Make 
my e e to Mrs, Boſwell, if ſhe is in good humour with. me. 
« ] am, Sir, &c. 
1 September 14, 1775. | SAM. Tornson.” 


What he mentions in ſuch light terms as, *I am to fet out to-morrow: 
on another } journey,” I ſoon afterwards diſcovered was no leſs than a tour to 


France with Mr. and Mrs. Thrale. This was the only time in his life 
that he went upon the Continent. ; | 


To Dr. Saur Jonnson. 


Edinburgh, OR. 24, 1773. 
« My DEAR SIR, 
cc IF had not been informed that you were at Fa you: ſhould: 
have had a letter from me by the earlieſt opportunity, announcing the birth. 


> Another parcel of Lord Halles s: 6% Annals of Scotland.” 7 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOYNSON. 


of: my Son, on the 9th inſtant ; I have named him Alexander, after my father. 
T-now write, as I ſuppoſe your fellow traveller, Mr. Thrale, will return to 
London this week to attend his — in parliament, and that you will not 
ſtay behind him. 
© I ſend another parcel of Lord Halles s c Annals,” have undertaken to 
ſolicit you for a favour to him, which he thus requeſts in a letter to me: 
« I intend ſoon to give you the © Life of Robert Bruce, which you will be 
pleaſed to tranſmit to Dr. Johnſon. I wiſh that you could aſſiſt me in 
a fancy which I have taken, of getting Dr. Johnſon to draw a character of 
Robert Bruce, from the account that I give of that prince. If he finds 
materials for it in my work, it will be a proof that 1 have been fortunate in 
ſelecting the moſt ſtriking incidents.” | 
« I ſuppoſe by © The Life of Robert Bruce, his Lordſhip means char part 
of his © Annals' which relates the hiſtory of that prince, and not a ſeparate 
work. [a 
« Shall we have « 4 Journey to Paris” from you in the winter? You will, 
I hope, at any rate be kind enough to give me ſome account of your French 
travels very ſoon, for I am very impatient, What a different ſcene have 
you viewed this autumn, from that which ou n in autumn 17731 
I ever am, my dear Sir, 
Four much obliged, and affectionate humble ſervant, 
cc IAM ES BoSWELL,” 


» 


To JaMts BOSWELL, Eli. 
rc D EAR SIR, 

« I AM glad that the young Laird is born, and an end, as I hope, put 
to the only difference that you can ever have with Mrs. Boſwell', I know 
that ſhe does not love me, but I intend to perſiſt in wiſhing her well till I 
. pet the better of her. 
cc Paris is, indeed, a place very different foo the Hebrides, but it is to a 
haſty trayeller_not ſo. fertile of novelty, nor affords ſo many opportunities of 
remark. I cannot t pretend to tell the publick any thing of a place better 
known to many of wy readers than to mylelt, We can talk of it when we 
meet. | 
« J ſhall go next week to an from whence 1 3 to fend 2 


parcel of the © 1 every poſt. Concerning the character of Bruce, ] 


3 This alludes to my old feudal principle of preferring male to female ſucceſſion, 
> Ti | can 
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THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
ean only ſay, that I do not "ſee any great reaſon for writing it, but! ſhalbnot 


tat, 66, eaſily deny what Lord Hailes and you concur in deſiring. 


I have been remarkably healthy all the journey, and hope you and your 
family have known only that trouble and danger which has ſo happily 
terminated. Among all the congratulations that you may receive, ? hope 


you believe none more warm or ſincere, than thoſe of, dear Sir, 
« Your moſt affectionate, ; 


Sam. JOHNSON.” 


* 


November, 16, 1775. 


To Mrs. Lucy PoxTER, in Lichfield *. 


6 DAR Maran, 
« THIS week I came home FRO Paris. 4 have brought you a. 

little box, which I thought pretty; but I know not whether it is properly a 
ſnuff- box, or a box for ſome other uſe. I will ſend it, when J can find an 
opportunity. I have been through the whole journey: remarkably well. My 


fellow-travellers were the ſame whom. you ſaw at Lichfield, only we took 
Baretti with us. Paris is not ſo fine a place as you would expect. The 


palaces and churches, however, are very ſplendid. and magnificent; and what 
would pleaſe you, there are many very fine pictures; but L do not — 


mer way of life commodious or pleaſant. — 


Let me know how your health has been all this while. I hope the fine 
e has given you ſtrength ſufficient to encounter the winter. 


« Make my compliments to all my friends; and, if your fingers will let 
you, write to me, or let your maid write, if it be troubleſome to you. I 


am, dear Madam, 
10 Your moſt affectionate . ſervant, 


„Nor. 16, 177 SAM. IJ OHNSON.!” 


To the m 


« DEAR MaDan, 
« SOME weeks ago I wrote to you, to tell you that I was juſt come 


home from a ramble, and hoped that I ſhould have heard from you, I am: 


afraid winter has laid hold on your fingers, and hinders you from writing. 
However, let ſomebody write, if you cannot, and tell me how you do, and a 


* There can be no doubt that many years previous to 177 5. he correſponded with this lady, 
who was his ſtep-daughter, but none of his earlier letters to her have been preſerved. 
| little 


— 
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gox 


kitle of what has happened at Lichfield among our friends. I hope you 1775. 


are all well. — — 
Etat. 66. 


« When I was in France, I thought myſelf growing young, but am afraid 
that cold weather will take part of my new vigour from me. Let us, how- 
ever, take care of ourſelves, and loſe no part of our health by negligence. 


« I never knew whether you received the Commentary on the New Teſta- 


ment, and the 'Fravels, and the glaſſes. 
« Do, my dear love, write to me; and do not let us forget each other. 


This is the ſeaſon of good wiſhes, and I wiſh you all good. I have not lately 


ſeen Mr. Porter *, nor heard of him. Is he with you? 
« Be pleaſed to make my compliments to Mrs. Adey, and Mrs. Cobb, 
and all my friends ; and when I can do any good, let me know. 1 am, dear 


Madam, 
« Yours moſt affectionately, 


December, 1775. SAM. JonnsoON.” 
It is to be regretted, that he did not write an account of his travels in France; 
for as he 1s reported to have once ſaid, that © he could write the Life of a 


Broomſtick,” ſo, notwithſtanding ſo many former travellers have exhauſted 


almoſt every thing ſubject for remark in that great kingdom; his very accurate 
| obſervation, and peculiar vigour of thought and illuſtration, would have pro- 
duced a valuable work. During his viſit: to it, which laſted but about two 
months, he wrote notes or minutes of what he ſaw. He promiſed to ſhew 


me them, but I neglected to put him in mind of it; and the greateſt part of 


| them have been loſt, or, perhaps, deſtroyed in that precipitate burning of his 
papers a few days before his death, which muſt ever be lamented : One ſmall 


paper-book, however, entitled“ France, II.“ has been preſerved, and is in 
my poſſeſſion. It is a diurnal regiſter of his life and obſervations, from the 


roth of October to the 4th: of November, incluſive, being twenty-ſix days; 
and ſhews an extraordinary attention to various minute particulars. Being 


the only memorial of this tour that remains, my readers, I am confident, 


will peruſe it with pleaſure, though his notes are very ſhort, and evidently 
written only to aſſiſt his own recollection. | 


cc Ocr. 10. Tueſday. We ſaw the Ecole Militaire, in which one hundred. 


and fifty young boys are educated for che army. T hey have arms of different 
5 Son of Mrs. Johnſon, be her firſt huſband. 
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ſizes, eco rig to the age; — flints of wood. The building is very large, but 
nothing fine, except the council- room. The French have large ſquares in the 


' windows ;—they make good iron paliſades. Their meals are groſs. 


We viſited the "Obſervatory, a large building of a great height. The 
upper ſtones of the parapet very large; bur not cramped with iron. The flat 
on the top is very extenſive ;* but on the inſulated part there is no parapet. 


* hough 1 it was broad enough, I did not care to 980 "__ it. - Maps were rms 


: ws in one of the rooms. 
We walked to a ſmall convent of FI Fathers of ON on In the 


c 


aſt} reading deſk of the refectory lay the Lives of the Saints. 


2 8 0 


| very large, but very elegant. One of the rooms was gilt to a degree that! 


« Oct. 11. Wedneſday. We went to ſee Hite! de Chatlois, a Aud not 


never ſaw before. The upper part for ſervants and their maſters was pretty. 
* Thence we went to Mr. Monville's, a houſe divided into ſmall apart- 

ments, furniſhed with effeminate and minute elegance.—Porphyry. 
« Thence we went to St. Roque's:church, which is very large ;—the lower 


part of the pillars incruſted with marble.— Three chapels behind the * 
altar the laſt a maſs of low arches.— Altars, 1 believe, all round. 


« We paſſed through Place de YVendime, a fine ſquare, about as big as 


Hanover-ſquare.—Inhabited by the high — XIV. on horſeback 


in the middle. 
c Monville is the ſon of a Hermer- general. In the houſe of Chatlois is 2 


room furniſhed with japan, fitted up in Europe. 

We dined with Boccage, the Marquis Blanchetti, 5 his b 
ſweetmeats taken by the Marchioneſs Blanchetti, after obſerving that they were 
dear. Mr. Le Roy, Count Manucci the Abbe, the Prior, and F ather r Wilſon, 


who ſtaid with me, till I took Aim home 1 in the coach. . 


4 Bathiani is gone. 


þ : 


« The French have no laws fie the maintenance of their poor. Monk not 


neceſſarily a prieſt —Benedictines riſe at four are at church an hour and half; 
at church again half an hour before, half an hour after dinner; and again from 
half an hour after ſeven to eight. They may N a una labour 
wanted in monaſteries. ö 


« The poor taken to hoſpitals, and mien kept. Monks in the convent | 


fifteen :—accounted poor. 
„ Oct. 12. Thurſday. We went to the Gobelins. ic anke a 3 
picture; imitates fleſh exactly. One piece with a gold ground the birds 


not exactly coloured. Thence we went to the King's cabinet; very neat, 


not, 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
not, perhaps, perfe&t.—Gold ore.—Candles of the candle-tree.—Seeds,— 


Woods.—Thence to Gagnier's houſe, where I faw rooms nine, furniſhed with Kar, 66 


a profuſion of wealth and elegance which I never have ſeen before.—V aſes.— 

Pictures.—The dragon china.— The luſtre ſaid to be of cryſtal, and to have 
coſt 3,50ol. —The whole furniture ſaid to have coſt 125,0001.—Damaſk 
hangings covered with pictures, —Porphyry.—This houſe ftruck me.—Then 
we waited on the ladies to Monville's. Captain Irwin with us. Spain. County 
towns all beggars. —At Dijon he could not find the way to Orleans.—Croſs 
roads of France very bad.—Five ſoldiers—Woman.—Soldiers eſcaped, — 


The Colonel would not loſe five men for the death of one woman.— The | 


- magiſtrate cannot ſeize a ſoldier but by the Colonel's permiſſion. —Good inn at 
Niſmes. — Moors of Barbary fond of Engliſhmen. — Gibraltar eminently 
healthy ;—it has beef from Barbary.— There is a large GI 
ſometimes fall from the rock. 

« Oct. 13. Friday. I ſtaid at home all day, only went to find the Prior, who 
Was not at home. I read ſomething in Canus 7. Nec admiror, nec multum laudo. 


« Oct. 14. Saturday. We went to the houſe of Mr. Argenſon, which: 


was almoſt wainſcotted with looking-glaſſes, and covered with gold. — The 


ladies' cloſet wainſcotted with large ſquares of glaſs over — paper. They 


always place mirrours to reflect their rooms. 
% Then we went to Julien's, the Treaſurer of the Clergy :—30,000l. 2 


vyear.— The houſe has no very large room, but is ſet with mirrours, and 


covered with gold. — Books of wood here, and in another library. 

« At D 's I looked into the books in the lady's cloſet, and, in ↄon- 
tempt, ſhewed them to Mr. T.—Prince Titi ; Bibl. des Fees, and other books.— 
She was offended, and ſhut up, as we heard afterwards, her apartment. 

ce. Then we. went to Julien Le Roy, the King's watch- maker, a man of 


character in his buſineſs, who ſhewed a ſmall clock made to find the _ 


tude.—A decent man.. 


«. Afterwards we ſaw. the Palais Marchand, and the Courts of Juſtice, civil 
and .criminal.—Queries on the. Sellette.—This building has the old Gothick 


pallages, and a great appearance of antiquity, Three hundred priſoners ſome- 
times 1n the gaol.. 


« Much diſturbed ;—hope no in will be“. 


6 The reſt of this paragraph appears to be a minute of what was told by Captain Irwin, . 


7 Melchior Canus, a celebrated Spaniſh Dominican, who died at Toledo, in 1560. He 


-wrote a treatiſe De Locis T heologicis, in twelve books, 
* This 7 which ſome may think ſuperſtitious, reminds me of Archbiſhop Laud's 


Diary, 


6 | | | 46 In. 
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thought him diſagreeable. L- Mrs. 
Their frontlet diſagreeable.— Their hood, — Their life eaſy.—Riſe about five; 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
* In the afternoon I viſited Mr. Freron the journaliſt. He ſpoke Latin very 


. Ae. 2 I ſcantily, but ſeemed to underſtand me. —His houſe not ſplendid, but of 


commodious fize.—His family, wife, ſon, and daughter, not elevated but 
decent.—I was pleaſed with my reception. —He1 is to tranſlate my book, which 
1 am to fend him wich notes. 

« Oct. 15. Sunday. At Choiſi, a royal FEVER on the banks of the ae 
about 7 m. from Paris. — The terrace noble along the river. The rooms 


numerous and grand, but not diſcriminated from other palaces.— The chapel 


beautiful, but ſmall. —China globes. —Inlaid table —Labytinth — Sinking 


table.—Toilet tables. 
« Oct. 16. Monday. The Palais Royal very grand, large, and lofty.— 


very great collection of pictures. — Three of Raphael. —T'wo Holy Family.— 


One ſmall piece of M. Angelo.—One room of Rubens. —T_ thought the no 


22 of Raphael fine. 


« The 1 Suro. Ven. and Anchiſes 3 in his arms. 


Nilus. Many more. — The walks not open to mean perſons.—Chairs at mA | 


hired for two ſous a piece.—Pont tournant. 


« Auſtin Nuns. - Grate.— Mrs. Fermor, Abbeſs.— She knew Pope, and 
has many books ;—has ſeen life. 


hour and half in chapel.— Dine at ten.— Another hour and half at chapel; 
half an hour about three, and half an hour more at ſeven :—four hours in 


_ chapel, —A large garden.—Thirteen penſioners. —Teacher complained. 
| « At the Boulevards ſaw nothing, wn was — to be e 


and farce.— Egg dance. 
« N. [Note.] Near un whether on a week-days or Sundays, the roads 


empty. 
. Oct. 17 Tueſday. 1 che Palais Marchand. —1 bought. 
A n en 5 24 L. : 


x Fable hank: I 5 : | 
Sciſſars 3 P [pair] 18 
63=2 12 6 | 


% We heard the lawyers plead. —N. As many killed at Paris as there are 


days in the year.—Chambre de queſtion. —Tournelle at the Palais Marchand.— 


An old venerable building. 


« The Palais: Bourbon, belonging to the Prince of Conde. Only one 


I mall wing ſhown ;—lofty ; -- ena ;—gold and glaſs. —The battles of the 
2 great 


y 
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great Conde are painted i in one of the rooms. . preſent Prince a grandſire 1775. 

at thirty- nine. 8 f 
The ſight of palaces, and other great n e no very diſtinet 

images, unleſs to thoſe who talk of them, and impreſs them. As I entered, 5 | ö 


my wife was in my mind?: ſhe would have been pleaſed. Having now 1 
nobody to pleaſe, I am little pleaſed. ED . 1 ä 
% N. In France there is no middle rank. | Z | | | 

« So many ſhops open, that Sunday is little diſtinguiſhed at Paris—The | 

| palaces of Louvre and Thuilleries granted out in lodgings. 
EIn the Palais de Bourbon, gilt globes of metal at the fire-place. | Eh 14 

The French beds commended.—Much of the marble, only paſte. | M3 

«© The Coloſſeum a mere wooden building, at leaſt much of it. | 

% Oct. 18. Wedneſday. We went to F re which we found a 
8 large mean town, crouded with people. The foreſt thick with woods, very 
extenſive. — Manucci ſecured us lodging. The appearance of the country ; 
pleaſant. —No hills, few ſtreams, only one hedge.—I remember no chapels FS ” 
nor croſſes on the road. —Pavement ſtill, and rows of trees, „ „55,ͤů eat 1 

« N. Nobody but mean people walk in Paris. i ue 

« Oct. 19. Thurſday. At court, we ſaw the apartments; —the King s bed- 7 
chamber and council-chamber extremely ſplendid. —Perſons of all ranks in „ ; 

the external rooms through which the family paſſes ;—ſervants and maſters.— L 1 14 
Brunet with us the ſecond time. 4 

“The introductor came to us; civil to me.—Preſenting. I had ſcruples. 
Not neceſſary.— We went and ſaw tlie King and Queen at dinner,— 
We ſaw the other ladies at dinner Madame Elizabeth, with the Princeſs of 
Guimene.—At night we went to a comedy. I neither ſaw nor heard.— 
Drunken ebe de Th. preferred one to the other. 

Oct. 20. Friday. We ſaw the Queen mount in the foreſt. Brown 
habit; rode aſide: one lady rode aſide.— The Queen's horſe light grey ;— 
martingale.— She galloped.— We then went to the apartments, and admired 
them. Then wandered through the palace. —In the paſſages, ſtalls and ſhops.— 
Painting in freſco by a great maſter, worn out.—We ſaw the King's horſes 


and dogs. —The dogs almoſt all Engliſh.—Degenerate. ,/ ) fears / wy 
« The horſes not "miach commended. — The ſtables cool ; the kennel filthy. 
:#. At night the ladies went to the opera. I refuſed, but ſhould have been 


welcome. 


q His tender affection for his departed wife, of which there are many evidences in his 


* Prayers and Meditations,” appears very feelingly in this paſſage. 
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« The King fed himſelf with his left hand as we. 

« Saturday, 21. In the night I got ground.—We came home to P 
I think we did not ſee” the chapel.— Tree broken by the wind. The F rn 
chairs made all of boards painted. 12 

« N. Soldiers at the youre of Juſtice, —Soldiers not amenable to the 
magiſtrates. —Dijon woman. 

Faggots in the palace. Every thing ſlovenly, except in the chief rooms. 
Trees in the roads, ſome tall, none old, many very young and ſmall. 

« Women's ſaddles ſeem ill made.— Queen's bridle woven with ſilver.— 


Tags to ſtrike the horſe, | 


% Sunday, Oct. 22. To Verſailles, a mean 1 of buſineſs 
paſſing.—Mean ſhops againſt the wall. —Our way lay through Seve, where 


the China manufacture. Wooden bridge at Seve, in the way to Verſailles, — 


The palace of great extent.—The front long ;- I ſaw it not perfectly. —The 


Ne 1. Cygnets dark; their black feet; on the ground; tame.— alcyons > 

or gulls.—Stag and hind, young. —Aviary, very large: the net, wire. Black 
ſtag of China, ſmall. — Rhinoceros, the horn broken and pared away, which, 
I ſuppoſe, will grow; the bafis, I think, four inches croſs ; the ſkin folds like 


loofe cloth doubled over his body, and croſs his hips; a vaſt animal though ; 
ant, v with ys 277 RE, on « ; 


C41” 


young ; as big, perhaps, as four oxen.—The young 
Juſt appearing.- — The brown bear put out his Paus 3. — 


=T 


very tame.— 


lion.—The tigers I did not well view. —The camel, "or dromedary arr two. 
bunches, called the Huguin *, taller than any horſe. Two camels with one 


bunch.—Among the birds was a pelican, who being let out, went to a 


fountain, and ſwam about to catch fiſh. His feet well webbed : he dipped his 
head, and turned his long bill ſidewiſe. He caught two or three ſh, but did 


not eat them. | 

 « Trianonis a kind b appendant wo Verſailles. It ths an open W 
the pavement, and, I think, the pillars, of marble.— There are many rooms. 
which I do not diſtinctiy remember. A table of porphyry, about five feet 
long, and between two and three broad, given to Lewis XIV. by the Venetian 
State.—In the council-room almoſt all that was not door or window, was, F 
think, looking-glaſs.—Little Trianon is a ſmall palace like a gentleman's. 
houſe.— The upper floor paved with brick. —Little Vienne.— The court is 


ill paved. The rooms at the top are ſmall, fit ta ſooth the imagination with 


Privacy. In the front of Verſailles are ſmall baſons of water on the terrace, 


* See p. zog. 
. , This epithet. ſhould be n. to this animal with: one bunch. 
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a. other baſons, I think, below them.—There are little courts.—The great 
gallery vwainſcotted with mirrors, not very large, but joined by frames. I 
ſuppoſe the large plates were not yet made.— The play-houſe was very large.— 
The chapel I do not remember if we ſaw. We ſaw one chapel, but I am 
not certain whether there or at Trianon,—The. foreign office paved with 
bricks.— The dinner half a Louis each, and, I think, a Louis 5 
given at Menagerie, three livres; at palace, ſix livres. e 

« Oct. 23. Monday. Laſt night I wrote to Levet. —We went to ſee the 
 looking- glaſſes wrought. They come from Normandy in caſt plates, 
perhaps the third of an inch thick. At Paris they are ground upon a 
marble table, by rubbing one plate on another with grit between them. 


The various ſands, of which there are ſaid to be five, I could not learn. 


The handle, by which the upper glaſs is moved, has the form of a wheel, 
which may be moved in all directions. The plates are ſent up with their 
furfaces ground, but not poliſhed, and ſo continue till they are beſpoken, 


Teſt time ſhould ſpoil the ſurface, as we were told. Thoſe that are to be 


Poliſhed, are laid on a table covered with ſeveral thick cloths, hard ftrained, that 
the reſiſtance may be equal; they are then rubbed with a hand rubber, held 
down hard by a contrivance which I did not well underſtand. The powder 
which is uſed laſt ſeemed to me to be iron diſſolved in aqua fortis : they 
called it, as Baretti ſaid, marc de eau forte, which he thought was dregs. 
They mentioned vitriol and ſaltpetre. The cannon ball ſwam in the quick- 


ſilver. To ſilver them, a leaf of beaten tin is laid, and rubbed with quick- 


| filver, to which it unites. Then more quickſilver is poured upon it, which, 


by its mutual ¶attraction] riſes very high. Then a paper is laid at the neareſt. 


end of the plate, over which the glaſs is flided till it lies upon the plate, 
having driven much of the quickſilver before it. It is then, I think, preſſed 
upon cloths, and then ſet ſloping to drop the ſuperfluous mercury; the ſlope 
S mY heigthened towards a perpendicular. 

EIn tlie way I faw the Greve, the mayor's houſe, and the Baſtile. 

« We then went to Sans- terre, a brewer. He brews with about as much 
malt as Mr. Thrale, and ſells his beer at the ſame price, though he pays no 
duty for malt, and little more than half as much for beer. Beer is ſold 
retail at 6d. a bottle. He brews 4,000 barrels a year. There are ſeventeen 
brewers in Paris, of whom none is ſuppoſed to brew more than he: — 
reckoning them at 3,000 each, they make 51,000 a year.— They make their 
malt, for malting is here no trade. | 


« The moat of the Baſtile is dry. 
* | = 2-2 4:3 os 46 CI&4; 
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Oct. 24. Tueſday. We viſited the King's library—I ſaw the Spec? 


part ſuppoſed to be with wooden types, and part with pages cur on boards.— 
The Bible, fuppoſed to be older than that of Mentz, in 62: it has no date; 
it is ſuppoſed to have been printed with wooden types. I am in doubt; the 


print is large and fair, in two folios.— Another book was ſhown me, ſuppoſed 


to have been printed with wooden types;—lI think, Durandi Sanctuarium in 58. 


This is inferred from the difference of form, ſometimes ſeen in the ſame 


letter, which might be ſtruck with different, puncheons.— The regular 
ſimilitude of moſt letters proves better that they are metal.—1 ſaw nothing 
but the Speculum which I had not ſeen, I think, before. 

.* Thence to the Sorbonne.——The library very large, not in ers like 
the King's. Marbone and Durandi, q. collection 14 vol. Scriptores de 
rebus Gallicis, many folios.—Hiftoire Genealogique of France, 9 vol.—Gallia 
Chriſtiana, the firſt edition, 4to. the laſt, f. 12 vol.— The Prior and Librarian 


dined [with us]: waited on them home.—Their garden pretty, with covered 


walks, but ſmall; yet may hold many ſtudents.— The Doctors of the Sor- 

bonne are all equal ;—chooſe thoſe who ſucceed to vacancies.—Profit little. 
« Oct. 25. Wedneſday. I went with the Prior to St. Cloud, to ſee Dr. 

Hooke.—We walked round the palace, and had ſome talk. dined with 


our whole company. at the Monaſtery.—In the library, Beroald,—Cymon,— 
Titus, — from Boccace Oratio Proverbialis; to the Virgin, from Petrarch; 
Falkland to Sandys ;—Dryden's Preface to the third vol. of Miſcellanies 3. 


Oct. 26. Thurſday. We faw the china at Séve, cut, glazed, painted. 
Bellevue; a pleaſing houſe, not great: fine proſpect. — Meudon, an old palace. 


3 Alexander in porphyry : hollow between eyes and noſe, thin cheeks. —Plato 
and Ariſtotle, Noble terrace overlooks the town.—St. Cloud. —Gallery not 


very high, nor grand, but pleaſing.—In the rooms, Michael Angelo, drawn 
by himſelf, Sir Thomas More, Des Cartes, Bochart, Naudzus, Mazarine.— 
Gilded wainſcot, fo common that it is not minded.—Gough and Keene,— 
Hooke came to us at the inn.—A meſſage from Drumgould. 

65 Oct. 27. Friday. I ſtaid at home.—Gough and Keene, and Mrs. 
S- 's friend dined with us,—This day we began to have a fire, — 
The weather is grown very cold, and I fear, has a bad effect upon my breath, 
which has grown much more free and eaſy in this country. I 

« Sat, Oct. 28, I viſited the Grand Chartreux built by St. 8 


It is. built for forty, but contains only twenty-four, and will not maintain 5 


3 He means, I ſu ppoſe, t that he ain; theſe different pieces, while he remained | in the 8 2 
more 
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more. —The friar that ſpoke to us had a pretty apartment.—Mr. Baretti 
fays, four rooms ; I remember but three. His books ſeemed to be French.— 
His garden was neat; he gave me grapes.—We ſaw the Place de Victoire, 
wich the ſtatues of the King, and the captive nations. 

« We ſaw the palace and gardens of Luxembourg, but the gallery was 
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ſhut.—We climbed to the top ſtairs. —I dined with Colbrooke, who had much 


company: — Foote, Sir George Rodney, Motteux, Udſon, 
the Prior, and found him in bed. 


Hotel —a guinea a day. Coach, three guineas a week. Valet de place, | 
three 1. a day. — Avant-coureur, a guinea a week. — Ordinary dinner, fix 


— —— 


I. a head. Our ordinary ſeems to be about five guineas a day. Our 


e on 


extraordinary expences, as diverſions, gratuities, clothes, I cannot reckon.— 


Our travelling is ten guineas a day. 


White ſtoekings, 18 J. Wig.— Hat. 
« Sunday, Oct. 29. We ſaw the boarding-ſchool. —The Enfans trouves.— 


A room with about eighty-fix children in cradles, as ſweet as a parlour.— 


They loſe a third; take in to perhaps more than ſeven [years old]; put 


them to trades ; pin to them the Paper? ſent with them.—W ant nurſes.—Saw 


their chapel. 
« Went to St. Euſtatia ; ſaw an innumerable company of girls catechiſed, 


in many bodies, perhaps 100 to a catechiſt.— Boys taught at one time, girls 
at another.— The ſermon; the preacher wears a cap, which he takes off at 


the name :—his action uniform, not very violent. 


. Monday. We faw the library of St. Germain.—A very noble 


colleftion.—Codex Divinorum Officiorum, 1459 ;—a letter, ſquare like that 
of the Offices, perhaps the ſame.— The Cedex, by Fuſt and Gernſheym.— 


4 


Meurfius, 12 v. fol — Amadis, in French, 3 v. fol.—CaTgoLicon /ine colophone, . 


but of 1460.—Two. other editions +, one by. 


Au guftin. de Civitate Dei, without name, gates . or place, but of Fuſt's * g 


letter as it ſeems. | 
« T dined with Col. Drumgould ;—had a pleaſing aficrnoon; 


„ Some of the books of St. Germain' s ſtand in Preſſes from che wall, 
like thoſe at Oxford. | 


I have looked in vain into De Bure, Meerman, Mattaire, and other typographical books, 


for the two editions of the Cazholicer,” which Dr, Johnſon mentions here, with zue which 


I cannot make out, I read © one by La:inius, one by Boedinus,” I have depoſited the original MS. 
in the Britiſh Muſeum, where the curious may ſee it. My grateful acknowledgements are due 
to Mr, Planta for the trouble he was pleaſed to take in aiding wy reſearches, 
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i775 © Ot, 31. Tueſday. I lived at the Benedictines; meagre day; ſoup . 
e meagre, herrings, eels, both with ſauce; fryed fiſh ; lentils, taſteleſs in them- 
ſelves. In the library; where I found Maffeus's de Hiforid Indicd : Promontorium 
leckere, to double the Cape. ] parted very tenderly from the Prior and Friar Wilkes, 

« Maitre es Arts, 2 y.—Bacc. Theol. 3 y.——Licentiate, 2 y. Doctor Th. 

2 . in all 9 years.—Por the doctorate three diſputations, Major, Minor, 
Sorbonica.—Several colleges ſuppreſſed, and transferred to that which was 


the Jeſuit's College. 
Nov. 1. Wedneſday. We left Paris By Denis, a large t town; the 


church not very large, but the middle ifle is very lofty and aweful.— On the 
left are 'chapels built beyond the line of the wall, which deſtroy the ſym- 
metry of the ſides.— The organ is higher above the pavement than any I 
have ever ſeen.— The gates are of braſs On the middle gate is the hiſtory 
of our Lord.—The painted windows are hiſtorical, and ſaid to be eminently - 
beautiful. We were at another church belonging to a convent, of which the 
portal is a dome; we could not enter further, and it was almoſt dark. 
Nov. 2. Thurſday. We came this day to Chantilly, a ſeat belonging 
to the Prince of Conde. This place is eminently beautified by all vaneties 
of waters ſtarting up in fountains, falling in caſcades, running in ſtreams, and 
ſpread in lakes.—The water ſeems to be too near the houſe, —All this water 
is brought from a ſource or river three leagues off, by an artificial canal, 
which for one league is carried under ground.—The houſe is magnificent. 
The cabinet ſeems well ſtocked : what I remember was, the jaws of a hippo- 
potamus, and a young hippopotamus preſerved, which, however, is ſo ſmall 
that I doubt its reality.—It ſeems too hairy for an abortion, and too ſmall 
for a mature birth. Nothing was in ſpirits; all was dry.—The dog; the deer; 
the ant-bear with long ſnout.— The toucan, long broad beak.—The ſtables 
* * were of very great length.—The kennel had no ſcents. —There was a mockery 
of avillage—The Menagerie had few animals *.—Two fauſſans e, or Braſilian 
weaſels, ſpotted, very wild.— There is a foreſt, and, I think, a Park. — 


"ON The with is ſo bad here, that 0 names of ſeveral of the animals could not be decyphered 
without much more acquaintance with natural hiſtory than I poſſeſs. Dr. Blagden, with his uſual 
politeneſs, moſt obligingly examined the MS, To that gentleman, and to Dr. Gray, of the Britiſh 
Muſeum, who alſo very readily aſſiſted me, I beg leave to expreſs my beſt thanks. 
It is thus written by Johnſon, from the French pronunciation of Faſane. It ſhould be 
| obſerved, that the perſon who ſhowed this Menagerie was miſtaken in ſuppoſing the fare and 
the Braſilian weaſel to be the ſame, the aue being a different animal, and a native of Ma- 
dagaſcar, I find them, however, es one plate in Pennant's . of Quadrupeds.” 


1 1255 I walked 
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1 walked till I was very weary, and next morning, felt my feet Fan and 


with pains in the toes. 


« Nov. 3. Friday. We came to Compiegne,, a very ry large town, with a royal 
palace built round a pentagonal court.— The court is raifed upon vaults, and 


has, I ſuppoſe an entry on one fide by a gentle riſe.—Talk of painting. 
The church is not very large, but very elegant and ſplendid.— I had at firſt 


great difficulty to walk, but motion grew continually eaſter, —At night we came 


' 


iadiſtinctly, and ſometimes ſpelt erroneouſly f 


The veſtments very ſplendid.— At the Benedictines church 


to Noyon, an epiſcopal city.— The cathedral is very beautiful, the pillars 
alternately Gothick and Corinthian, —We' entered a very noble parochial 
ehurch. Noyon is walled, and is ſaid to be three miles round. 

Nov. 4. Saturday. We roſe very early, and came through St. Quintin 
to Cambray, not long after three.—We went to an Engliſh nunnery, to 
give a letter to Father Welch, the confeſſor, who came to viſit us in the evening. 


* Nov. 5. Sunday. We ſaw the cathedral.—It is very beautiful, with 


chapels on each ſide.— The choir ſplendid.— The baluſtrade in one part 


braſs.— The Neff very high and grand. The altar ſilver as far as it is ſeen.— 


Here his journal 7 ends abruptly. Whether he wrote any more after this 
time, I know not ; but probably not much, as he arrived in England about 


the 12th of November. Theſe ſhort notes of his tour, though they may ſeem 


minute taken ſingly, make together a conſiderable maſs of information, and 


pletely refute the idle notion which has been propagated, hat he could not ſee; 
and, if he had taken the trouble to reviſe and digeſt them, he ee 


could have expanded them into a very entertaining narrative. 


When I met him in London the following year, the account which he gave 
me of his French tour, was, © Sir, I have ſeen all the viſibilities of Paris, = 
around it; but to have formed an acquaintance with the people there, would 
have required more time than I could ſtay. I was juſt beginning to creep into 


_ acquaintance by means of Colonel Drumgould, a very high man, Sir, head of 
L' Ecole Militaire, a moſt complete character, for he had firſt been a profeſſor 


of rhetorick, and then became a ſoldier. And, Sir, I was very kindly 


treated by the Engliſh Benedictines, and have a cell appropriated to me in 


their convent.” 


7 My worthy and ingenious friend, Mr. Andrew LamiGlaine; by his accurate acquaintance 
with France, enabled me to make out many proper. names, which Dr. Johnſon had written: 


He 


r 
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exhibit ſuch an ardour of enquiry and acuteneſs of examination, as, I believe, 
are found in but few travellers, eſpecially at an advanced age. They com- 


r 


— 
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1775. He obſerved, The great in France live very magnificently, but the reſt 


lþ E: N 1 e very miſerably. There is no happy middle ſtate as in England. The ſhops of 
ſ 5 Paris are mean; the meat in the markets is ſuch as would be ſent to a gaol 
. in England: and Mr. Thrale juſtly obſerved, that the cookery of the F Such 


was forced upon them by neceſſity; for they could not eat their meat, unleſs 
they added ſome taſte to it. The French are an indelicate people; they will 

5 os ſpit upon any place. At Madame —— s, a literary lady of rank, the 
ROS NG footman took the ſugar in his fingers, and threw it into my coffee. 1 was 
3 going to put it . but hearing it was made on purpoſe for me, I cen 
a tafted Tom's fingers. T he fame lady would needs make tea 4 7 Angloiſe. 

| 5 he ſpout of the tea- pot did not pour freely : ſhe bade the footman blow into 
France is worſe than Scotland, in every thing but climate. Nature has 
155 | of more for the French; but they have done leſs for nee than the 
1 : Scotch have done.“ | „ e 
1 ; ms happened that Foote was at Paris at the Hon time with Dr. Johnſon, 
=_ and his deſcription of my friend while there was abundantly ludicrous. 
He told me, that the French were quite aſtoniſhed at his figure and manner, 
„Land at his his dreſs, which he he. obſtinately continued exactly as in London ;—his 


—— . — — vw — gp 


=_ : :/ 2 if 2 brown clothes, black ſtockings, and plain ſhirt. "He mentioned, that an Iriſh 
1 41 .. Po gentleman ſaid to Johnſon, “ Sir, you have not ſeen the beſt F rench players.” 
| Mon. fs 7 day Jonxsox. © Players, Sir! 1 look on them as no better than creatures ſet 
E . FL 1-7 [Lrupen tables and joint-ſtools to make faces and produce laughter, like dancing 
2 ax, dogs. —“ But, Sir, you will allow that ſome players are better by. 8. p gers = 
Lew 454 Ke] E's "= 2 Feen « Yes, Sir, as ſome dogs dance better than others.“ 
FFF While Johnſon was in France, he was generally very reſolute in potking 
WO | Latin. It was a maxim with him that a man ſhould not let himſelf down, 
by ſpeaking a language which he ſpeaks imperfectly. Indeed, we muſt have 
often obſerved how inferiour, how much like a child a man appears, who 
ſpeaks a broken tongue. When Sir Joſhua Reynolds, at one of the dinners 
of the Royal Academy, preſented him to a Frenchman of great diſtinction, he 
would not deign to ſpeak French, but talked Latin, though his Excellency 
did not underſtand it, owing, perhaps, to Johnſon's Engliſh pronunciation : 
yet upon another occaſion he was obſerved to ſpeak F eich to a Frenchman 
of high rank, who ſpoke Engliſh; and being aſked the reaſon, with ſome 
© expreſſion of ſurprize,—he anſwered; © Becauſe I think my French is as good 
as his Engliſh.” Though Johnſon underſtood French perfectly, he could not 
ſpeak it readily, as J have obſerved at his firſt interview with General Paoli, 
in 1769; yet he wrote it, I imagine, very well, as appears from ſome of his 


letters in Mrs. Piozzi's collection, of which 1 ſhall tranſcribe one. 
6 f 8 A Madame 
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THE LITE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


A Madame La —— 4 — — 
July 16, 1771. 
8 0 U I Madame, 4 moment of arrtoe, et il faut que je parte. Mais 


Fourquoi faut il partir? Ft ce que je mennuye? Je mennuyerai alleurs. Eft ce 
que je cherche ou quelque plaifir, ou quelque ſoulagement? Je ne cherche rien, je 
n'efpere rien. Aller voir ce que Jai vil, etre un peu rejour, un peu degoute, ne 
vie ſe paſſe, et qu'elle fe paſſe en vain, me plaindre de moi, 


re c/ouventy r gue ia 
mendurch r de 3 ; voici le tout de ce qu'on compte pour les delices de Panns. 
Que Dieu vous donne, Madame, tous les agremens de la vie, avec un efprit qui 
peut en Jour fans Sy liurer trop.” 


Here let me. not forget a curious anecdote, as related to me by Mr. 
Beauclerk, which I ſhall endeavour to exhibit as well as I can in that 


gentleman's lively manner; and in juſtice to him it is proper to add, that 


Dr. Johnſon told me, I might rely both on the correctneſs of his 
memory, and the fidelity of his narrative.“ When Madame de Boufflers 
was firſt in England, (ſaid Beauclerk,) ſhe was deſirous to ſee Johnſon. I 
accordingly went with her to his chambers in the Temple, where ſhe was 
entertained with his converſation for ſome time. When our viſit was over, 
ſhe and I left him, and were got into Inner Femple-lane, when all at once 
I heard a noiſe like thunder. This was occaſioned by Johnſon, who'it ſeems 
upon a little recollection, had taken it into his head that he ought to have 
done. the honours of his literary reſidence to a foreign lady of quality, and 


eager to ſhew himſelf a man of gallantry, was hurrying down the ſtair- 


caſe in violent agitation. He overtook us before we reached the Temple- 
gate, and bruſhing in between me and Madame de Boufflers, ſeiſed her 
hand, and conducted her to her coach. His dreſs was a ruſty brown 


morning ſuit, a pair of old ſhoes by way of flippers, a little ſhrivelled 


wig ſticking on the top of his head, and the ſleeves of his ſhirt and the 
knees of his breeches hanging looſe, A conſiderable crowd of people 

thered round, and were not a little Kuck by this ſingular ap- 
o Rip hg Yee Fran ve egy xs 


He ſpoke Latin with 1 fvency nd elegance. When Pere 


Boſcovich was in England, Johnſon dined in company with him at Sir Joſhua: 
Reynolds's, and at Dr. Douglas's, now Biſhop of Carliſle. Upon both 
"occaſions that celebrated . expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at Johnſon's | 


Latin converſation, 
Uuu To 
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brother, whoſe unfortunate death we ſincerely lament, will make us always = 
deſirous to ſhew attention to any branch of the family. Indeed, you have 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
2 Dr. SauuzL Jokusox. 
5 My pax 8 Edinburgh, Dec. 5, 1775. 
e Mz. ALEXANDER MACLEA, the preſent young Laird of Col, being 


to ſet out to-morrow for London, I give him this letter to introduce him to 
your acquaintance. The kindneſs which you and I experienced from his 


— 


ſo much of the true Highland cordiality, that I am ſure you would have 


| W attachment, my dear Sir, 


to one center. Though few boys make their own exerciſes, yet if a good 


thought me to blame if I had neglected to recommend to you this Hebridean 
prince, in whoſe iſland we were hoſpitably entertained. I ever am with 


— 


“ Your moſt obliged g 

And moſt humble Servant, q 

ö e N , " Jauxs Bos wzLI.“ # 
Mr. Maclean returned with the. moſt agreeable accounts of the volley PG 
attention with which he was received by Dr. Johnſon. - ue 
In the courſe of this year Dr. Burney informs me, that © he very 783 4 
met Dr. Johnſon at Mr. Thrale S, at Streatham, where they had many long fs 
converſations, * often fitting up as long as the fire and candles laſted, and 5 


much longer than the patience of the ſervants ſubſiſt 
A few of Johnſon's ſayings, which that gentleman recolledhs, ſhall here be 


OM inſerted. | 1 
* 4 tak ate di but wh b h 
7 —_ never take a nap. aſter dinner but w en 1 have had a bad night, and * 


chen the nap takes me.“ 
The writer of an epitaph ſhould not be conſidered as ſaying nching "=P 


what. is ſtrictly true. Allowance muſt be made for ſome degree of exag- 


gerated. praiſe. In lapidary inſcriptions a man is not upon. oath.” - 
There is now leſs flogging in our great ſchools than formerly, but then *, 

leſs is learned there; ſo that what the boys get at one end, they loſe at the other. 

More is learned in publick than in private ſchools, from emulation; there 

is the colliſion of mind with mind, or the radiation of many minds pointing 


exerciſe 1s given up, out of a great number of boys, it is made by ſomebody.” 
I hate bye-roads in education. Education is as well known, and has 
long been as well known, as ever it can be. Endeavouring to make children 

Er 5 prematurely 
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THE LIFE or DR. JOHNSON or 


prematurely wild is uſeleſs labour. Suppoſe they have more . at 1775. 

five or ſix years old than other children, what uſe can be made of it? It — 66. 

will be loſt before it is wanted, and the waſte of ſo much time and labour of 

the teacher can never be repaid. Too much is expected from precocity, N 

and too little performed. Miſs was an inſtance of early cultivation; e - 2 © 1 

but in what did it terminate? In marrying a little Preſbyterian parſon, Wd ͤ „ , 
AST CBT . haweeÞ 


keeps an infant boarding- ſchool, ſo that all her employment now is, to 4 f IT 

ſuckle fools and chronicle ſmall beer.” She tells the children, © This is a cat, x . 2 , u. 5 

and that is a dog, with four legs and a tail; ſee there ! you are much better . A Loi LO. 7 | 
| than a cat or a dog, for you can ſpeak.” If I had beſtowed ſuch an education ane 2 Y 4 
on a daughter, and had diſcovered that ſhe thought of marrying ſuch a . = e . 
fellow, I would have ſent her to the Congreſs.” _ — Fe 13 
ee — Aſter haxing. ting] 2 muſick, he was obſerved to | L. An, : 
— — very attentively while Miß Thrale pl played o on the harpſichord, and with No — = 

a, 


ys eagerneſs he called to her, Why don't you daſh away like Burney?” Dr. tis, ©7 A 
It. * 45 Burney upon this ſaid to him, © I believe, Sir, \ we ſhall make a muſician of 2 . 00 << 
Jou at laſt,” Johnſon with candid complacency replied, © Sir, I. ſhall be | 


ws 
»”. 1 LY 0” 4. . 4 
+ Fay * «glad to have a new ſenſe given to me. * 2 . „ 


, * {He had come down one morning to the breakfaſtroom, and been a. 
21. 2 conſiderable time by himſelf before any body appeared. When on a ſubſequent 
8 1 day, he was twitted by Mrs. Thrale for being very late, which he generally 
| was, he defended himſelf by alluding to the extraordinary morning, 
2 Fn; when he had been too early, Madam, I do not like to come down to vacuity. 
— Dr. Burney having remarked that Mr. Garrick was beginning to look 


4 * 


| 2 Sant i A. A; of 


+1 gene old, he ſaid, © Why, Sir, you are not. to wonder at that; no man's face has „ 8. 2 

ed more wear and tear,” Cg, e ie ce -.. e eee 

—. 2575 Not having heard from him for a lager time 1 | ſuppoſed he would. 85 „ oo il 
* be ſilent, I wrote to him December 18, not in good ſpirits, © Sometimes 88 95 My A.. 5 


J have been afraid that the cold which has gone over Europe this year like 
a ſort of peſtilence, has ſeiſed you ſeverely; ſometimes my imagination, 
which 1s upon occaſions prolifick of evil, hath figured that you may have- 

ſomehow taken offence at ſome part of my conduct.“ 


To JAMES Nate, E. 
3 Ds +7 ue 
« NEVER dream of any offence, how ſhould you offend me? 


1 conſider your friendſhip as a poſſeſſion, which J intend to hold till you: 


take it from me, and o lament if ever by my fault I ſhould loſe it. 
 However,. 
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5 316 THE LIFE OF DR: JOHNSON. 1 
„ 1775. Mobber, when ſuch ſuſpicions find their way i into your mind, always give 
2 them vent, I ſhall make haſte to diſperſe them, NE their firſt "qt 
if you can. Conſider ſuch thoughts as morbid. 4 
4 Such illneſs as may excuſe my omiſſion to Lek Halles 1 cannot | honeſty | 
_ plead, I have been hindered I know not how, by a ſucceſſion of petty ' _ 
; obſtructions. I hope to mend immediately, and to ſend next poſt to his 
Lordſhip. Mr. Thrale would have written to you 11 had omitted; he ſends a £4 
his compliments, and wiſhes to ſee u. ob 
: c You and your lady will now have no more bag © eu feudal | mou 


ee How does the young Laird of Apchinleck | 1 ſuppoſe Miſs #7 4 > 


J have, juſt now got a cough, but it has never yet hindered me from 1 
Neeping: I have had quieter nights than are common with mw. . 
I cannot but rejoice that Joſeph *, has had the wit to find the 15 7 . 

. Ille is a fine fellow, and one of the beſt travellers in the world. 
e .- « Young Col brought me your letter. He is- a very pleaſing Sik 
I took him two days ago to the Mitre, and we dined together. I was as. 
civil as I had the means of being, ¶ ais ce; a mu Lhe # © Ne 
I have had a letter from Raſay, ac nowledging, with great appearance of . 4 
ſiatisfaction, the inſertion 1 in the Edinburgh * I. am FIR * that it was. wo - ic 
done. . 
ty hea" « My compliments to Mrs. Boſwell, * does not * me; ; and of ” Ry Kew 
72 — e the reſt, I need only ſend them to thoſe that it do; and I am afraid it will give +? . 
3 22 in — you your 288 trouble to diſtribute them. 1 am, my dear, dear Sir, 7 | —_ 


— „ e Tour a humble ſefyant, - . 


>, 


Mee Gs JH — | a 1 Rs 3 5 55 6 ph 
5 | 2 „u Mister; a Bohemian, whs was in my ei many years, Jad attended Di. Jobnſon 
and me in our Tour to the Hebrides, After having left me for ſome time, he had no 
returned to me. - 42 ; 9 4 - 77 9 5 
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